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Reaping the Fruits

In Lithuania in the last century lived a couple that had very little in terms of material wealth and
money, but were rich in Torah and mitzvos. The wife had only a few dresses and had very little to
wear on Shabbos and Yom Tov. One day, the husband decided it was time for his wife to buy a new
dress. They would put aside a little bit of money each week until they had saved enough for a new
dress. Many weeks went by until enough money had been saved. The woman went to a seamstress
and picked out the dress she wanted. She wrote down the address of the shop and the type of dress
that she wanted, and gave the note to her husband, who was happy to buy it for his wife.

As he walked in the street towards the seamstress' shop the man noticed a commotion. A man selling
sefarim was surrounded by many customers. The dealer was offering something special for sale: a
new edition of mesechta Bava Metzia with the perush of the Rashash printed in the back. This was
the first printing of the gemara with the Rashash in the back. He picked up the gemara to inspect it.
What a work of beauty! Learning from it would be a delight. He was not thinking of his own learning,
but rather he was thinking of his teenage son who was learning in yeshiva. His son would begin learn-
ing Bava Metzia in about a month and needed a gemara to bring with him to yeshiva. The man asked
the dealer the price. It was almost as much as the dress cost.

The man stood in silence, pondering what to do. Of course, this money was intended for his wife, not
his son. But what would his wife say if she were standing here? There was no time to go home and
ask her; the volumes were being sold quickly and only a few remained. The dealer would soon leave
town and probably not return for six months.

"I know my wife better than anyone," he thought. "Surely she would be willing to undergo any sacri-
fice for the sake of our son's learning". Having reached that decision, he handed the dealer the money
and asked him to wrap up a gemara.

On the way home the husband began to worry. What if | made the wrong decision? What if my wife
is upset? But it was too late for second thoughts. He took a deep breath, knocked on the door, and
opened it. The man greeted his wife and placed the package on the table. Slowly, he told her what it
contained and how he came to purchase it.

His wife smiled and said "Oh. I'm so delighted. This is the most wonderful gift | have ever received!”
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This story was told over by Rav Avraham Kalmanovitz, rosh yeshivas Mir in America and Europe, and
those who know say that the husband and wife in this story were the parents of Rav Kalmanovitz, and
the son was Rav Kalmanovitz himself.

Taxi Driver

There was once a non-frum taxi driver who started picking up an older frum man from outside his
apartment in Yerushalayim early every morning and take him to shul. His first day he felt the need to
prove himself to this elderly man by explaining how he's no fool. He learnt the main stories in Tanach
when he was little in his school. Like all about the mabul, and Avraham surviving Ur Kasdim... This
older man looked interested in what he had to say and seemed to be mesmerized by what he was
telling him. This driver was shocked at how this older religious Jew didn't know these basic stories.
The next day he showed up at his door and tested the waters with this older gentleman to see if he
knew the stories about the Avos, and the shevatim, perhaps yitzias Mitzrayim, yet the man in a white
beard just seemed to never hear of this before, he was just listening to every word the driver was
saying.

This went on for a few weeks until the point where the driver started learning about the yamim tovim
that were coming up, as well as the parshas hashavuah, just so that he could tell it over to his pas-
senger. After all, he enjoyed sharing words of wisdom with a captive audience.

Lo and behold, after several months, the driver gradually started keeping kosher, Shabbos, and
started sending his children to yeshivos.

One day the older passenger was running late and they arrived at the 'shul' much later than usual.
To the driver's surprise, there were about 20 bochurim waiting outside, concerned about this pas-
senger and hoping he'd make it there and making sure he was ok. Amazed at this scene, the driver
gets out of the car and asks a certain bochur what the whole commotion is about? And why they
were so worried about some old man, named Shlomo something, who doesn't really know much To-
rah?

The bochur turns to him and says " What do you mean by that?! " Don't you realize who this is?!? This
is a Yeshiva here, and this is the Rosh haYeshiva, R Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach! He's one of the Gedolei
Hador!
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It was then that this good-hearted taxi driver realized that the whole time, his unassuming passenger
was really filled from head to toe with kol haTorah kulah, yet never said a word. Because he respected
and cared about another Yid! He saw how much he enjoyed sharing the divrei Torah, and kept silent,
just so that he could feel good!

Child’s Tefillah

Rabbi Ephraim Shapiro told a story, which took place a number of years ago. Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein
was about to give a shiur on medical halachah to a group of doctors, when one of the doctors ap-
proached him and showed him a children's siddur. The rabbi asked him what the significance of it
was. The doctor explained that he was married for eighteen years and was not yet blessed with chil-
dren. He and his wife went from doctor to doctor, until they were eventually told that it was medically
impossible for them to ever have children. Finally, after twelve years of marriage, they adopted a
newborn baby boy. The doctor continued, "Last year, when my son turned five, he had a siddur party
in school, and he came home holding his first siddur. When he showed it to me, | saw that he was
beaming with excitement. He said, 'Daddy! Now | can pray for something | want so badly - a baby
brother.' | didn't know what to tell him. | didn't want to say it was impossible, so | told him, 'Yes, go
daven. Hashem loves the prayers of little children.'"” The man then looked at Rabbi Zilberstein and
said, "Nine months later, to the day, my wife gave birth to a healthy baby boy. His tefillah was an-
swered immediately." Tefillah is wondrous. Sometimes it takes a while for us to see the results that
we desire, but we should never lose the emunah that any prayer can always be answered on the spot.

Not Being Late

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach left home fifteen minutes before shul started in order to get to min-
chah, even though it was a two-minute walk. When asked by a family member why he allowed so
much time for the walk, Reb Shlomo Zalman replied, “If you had a meeting with the President of the
United States you wouldn’t take any chances on being late. You would make absolutely certain that
you would be there on time. | don’t want to take any chances on being late to my meeting with the
Ribbono Shel Olam.”
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

DYVaVYN NVI9

1. What are two instances where a nain is mentioned in this week’s nw19?
a. Who built a naw in this week’s nv19? When else did he build a nawn?

2. What three nmvY are used in this week’s Nnv99 for a poor person? (c. shapiro)

3. Upon whom did the sun shine in this week’s nw9?
a. Upon whom else in the n7n does it say the sun shined?
b. What color in mwx92 990 is described with the nn> v Y'wH? When? !

4. Which two m55n in this week’s Nnw19 mention an eye?
5. Who in this week’s nw19 has half the name of his grandfather? 2

6. List seven N80 and one event in this week’s nwa9 that are connected to
the number seven.

7. Which word in this week’s nw19 is repeated eight times in three ©>{,0a?

8. | cause blindness,
| ruin speech,
There is no one who is unaffected by me,
| am mentioned in this week’s nvM9.
Who am I?

9. My name has a connection to ©9),
My name is found in the nYn.
My father and | stood up for 'n’s honor,
My grandson enabled the Ny>w to rest with S 552,
| am mentioned in this week’s nvM9.
Who am I?

Need a hint?
Layn nwns
2 One of y7nN’s children




Angwers

1. (75,83) MY PNPMN N2 OYN and (7,73) DD NDH NI 127
a. Nwn. He built it after POy NN, (1V,M)

2. AN 0T Y

3. A person who was being robbed - wnwn Yoy NNt OX. (It is an expression for clarity)
a. After apy fights the TNOn it says regarding apy> - 7wnWN 1D NIV
b. N9t was given his name as a description of the »v that was tied on his hand.

4. Py nnn Py and N ITIY PY WON 129

5. 27. His mother was yavwox who was the sister of 'wny and the daughter of 27ny.
5) mxnnn

6) MIYav yav - mIavn N

7) MmN N

8) Not to make a treaty with the yaw
[mRya)a)Y

9) nwn went onto »© 91 on the
seventh day

6. 1) An>1ay Tay goes free in his 7th
year.
2) An animal must remain with its
mother for seven days before it can
be brought as a y27p.
3) VY
4) nawn »yavn DY — NIV

7. DNN - (ND-X0,XD) ... HNN T )W HNH W, DY HND PY W) NND W)

8. | cause blindness, - DXNPO N
| ruin speech, - DPYTN AT PHON
There is no one who is unaffected by me,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I? -TNY

9. Next week.....

Last Week’s Riddle:

Because of me, a 7>1¥ was punished, - apy> was punished because of me

However with me, his brother was very careful, - Yy was very careful with me

Because of me, the ywin was delayed in being filled, - 1y N7 didn’t wake up his father to sell the
stone for the ywin

Because of me, a special animal was born to someone, - As a reward a NmYTN 119 was born to Ny 12 N7

| am mentioned in this week’s nwAa.
Who am I? - DNYAN 2D

,IND DNT 12 PRND PYY NTHIN — NNOY NRIGTD
9173090 TONIYN 12 TIT PNYY 7Y APY TIT N N2 N5I2 97T DNIAN 12 DINY I7yD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMV NN 92O
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Following his rebbe, Reb Nosson Adler’s instructions, the young Chasam Sofer left Frankfort and went to a certain
Reb Shayeleh’s yeshiva in France.! The yeshiva didn’t have a dormitory so he had to stay in a boarding house. The
owner of the boarding house told him that the room opposite his was occupied by a French law student from a very
prominent family. “You are to treat him with a tremendous amount of respect,” he said. That wouldn’t be a problem.
The problem was that this Frenchman wanted more than just respect. When he talked to Reb Moshe and saw how
intelligent he was, he wanted Reb Moshe to help him study for his upcoming law exam. At first, the Chasam Sofer said
no, but when the owner of the boarding house heard, he began to beg him, “Yidden can benefit from this,” so the
Chasam Sofer agreed.

In each hour that the Chasam Sofer gave him, the young French student was able to grasp what he couldn’t grasp from
his professors in weeks. All he had to do was to translate the words and, in an instant, the Chasam Sofer gave him the
most brilliant essays to write down! The Chasam Sofer was very troubled by all the precious time the Frenchman used
up. He sometimes tried to avoid him, but the Frenchman always managed to find him. Whenever he outright said, “I'm
sorry, I don’t have time,” there was the owner of the boarding house again, “But please! Please! It would be such a
tova for the Yidden.” This went on for several months. Finally, one day the Frenchman came in and gave the Chasam
Sofer very, very happy news, “I am leaving! I am being promoted!”

“I am so happy to hear that!” said the Chasam Sofer, not stressing whether he was happy about the fact that he was
being promoted, or the fact that he was leaving. The French student left on a warm note and the Chasam Sofer now
had his evenings free to be able to learn as much as he wanted. The very next day a letter came from his rebbe, Reb
Nosson Adler, “it’s time to come home.”

At first, Reb Moshe was so frustrated. He had traveled all the way to France to learn a derech ha limud from this Reb
Shayaleh. He couldn’t have the time he needed because of the Frenchman who he helped become a lawyer someplace,
and now when he could finally sit down to learn, his rebbe summons him? On the other hand, he knew that this was
nv7e amwa. The Chasam Sofer asked no questions, and he returned home.

In the year 1806, the Chasam Sofer was elected to be the Chief Rabbi of the imperial capital of Pressberg.> At that
time, Pressberg was one of the leading communities in the Jewish world. It was in Pressberg where the Chasam Sofer
spearheaded the struggle against the haskala. With eloquence and power, with a certain fineness and tremendous
strength, he spoke out against those who wanted to come to terms with the “new day”. To a great degree he was
successful, but there was another issue in those times. Napoleon Bonaparte began to promise freedom for all the people
of Europe. He even promised great things for the Jews. People were talking about Napoleon’s idea of a Sanhedrin, and
that he may have hinted at rebuilding the Bais Hamikdash. Excited, they ran and told the Chasam Sofer about
Napoleon’s great promises to the Jews. They expected him to share their excitement. The Chasam Sofer began to cry.
He said to them, “Don’t you understand? Imagine if a prince sinned against his father the king. The father was so upset
with him that he expelled him to a cold, desert island and left the prince living outside in a freezing bamboo shack.

“One day the prince saw a ship coming. Workers got off the ship. They started digging. He asked them, “What are you
doing?” They told him, “The king has given orders that we build you comfortable quarters over here, a nice spacious
house with a proper water supply, and to make sure that things are clean and good for you.” The prince began to cry

! Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #18, Dial-A-Shiur
2 Largely, this is originally from the 790 ong’s Sefer HaZichronos

1]A Life of Truth



uncontrollably. “Is this the way you show your gratitude for what your father is doing?” the sailors asked. “Don’t you
understand? As long as I was living in this bamboo shack, I knew - how long can my father keep me here already? It
will not be long before he brings me back home, but if he’s trying to make things comfortable, that means he doesn’t
intend to take me back and he wants me to stay here! Is that not a reason to cry?!”

In the year n"'opn, 1808, on Rosh Chodesh Sivan the mighty armies of Napoleon appeared on the west bank of the river
right across from the city of Pressburg. They were spread out like locust on the fields; only the waters of the river
stopped their advance. Over the next couple of months, the city was hit terribly. The Chasam Sofer had been warned
oY 12 that something terrible was going to happen. Starting from 73¥a WX that year he had many troubling dreams.
There were also some strange and mysterious occurrences. Then, the mighty Danube River had flooded the city causing
death and destruction and much loss of parnassa. The heiliga Chasam Sofer understood that all these events weren’t
isolated incidents. o’»ya 1 they were warning him that something terrible was going to happen. He was ©/93 19in
himself in teshuva, tefila, and tzedduka to avert the 77’12, When the French finally came, they brought death and
destruction to the city and eventually occupied it. The general population suffered numerous casualties. Miracle of
miracles, only one Yid was killed. During the whole war, even while the bombs were falling, the Chasam Sofer,
naturally, continued giving shiur.

In the aftermath of the many fierce battles that had been fought, there were thousands of dead soldiers scattered all
over the fields. There were an abundance of abandoned cannons, artillery shells, rifles, muskets and all sorts of
armaments covering the countryside. The Chasam Sofer sternly warned the Yidden not to go into business selling the
weapons to the enemy. He vividly portrayed for them what could be the outcome of their actions. A certain Mordechai
Oberbright ignored the Chasam Sofer’s warning. He gathered arms from the dead French soldiers and sold them to the
Austrians. By doing that he recklessly endangered his own life, and the safety of the entire community. Business was
booming and he and his associates got into a npi?n about how to divide the profits. They knew that they couldn’t ask
the Chasam Sofer since what they were doing was against his warnings — but, they had to solve their dispute somehow.
They went to the Chasam Sofer and asked him how they should divide the profits in their “scrap metal business”. They
didn’t happen to mention that the scrap metal was muskets and cannons.

Mordechai was eventually arrested by the French military and condemned to death. Seeing how massive and wide
spread the operation was, the French automatically assumed that the rabbi himself was in charge. They raided his
house, and after tearing everything apart, found the Chasam Sofer’s detailed record of the din Torah about the scrap
metal. This was all the proof they needed that the Chasam Sofer was guilty. The Yidden protested and offered to bring
transcripts of their rabbi’s sermons in which he warned the Jews not to engage in such activity. It didn’t help. Out of
respect for the Chasam Sofer, the soldiers allowed him to come on his own to face the charges. The Chasam Sofer
came and tried to explain the situation, but it was useless. “Under normal circumstances,” the judge declared, “I would
have you shot instantly. However, we are under strict orders to wait for a big, French tribunal judge who is an assistant
to Napoleon to arrive on the Pressburg scene.”

The 90 onn spent the next three days immersed in 77°9n together with his community. Some people never left the
shul, businesses were closed. You didn’t have to be n*3yn 71i3; there was no Jew in the town of Pressburg that could
eat. The 1970 anig went to the 72p of his great rebbe Reb Nosson Adler, and cried and was %720%. There was no M»70%53
for the 0°1pQ¥ to do, because they only had connections with the Austrians, not the French. The Chasam Sofer hoped
for the best, yet prepared for the worst by writing his 1x3%. Ultimately, can you guess who that tribunal judge was? It
was the French law student who the Chasam Sofer had helped so many years before. They now saw the nv7s amwa.
This judge had very warm feelings toward the Chasam Sofer and despite his general callousness he let the Chasam
Sofer go. The Chasam Sofer also succeeded in freeing the other Yidden who were imprisoned.

Such difficult situations, yet through all of them the Chasam Sofer grew and helped everyone else grow. Whether in
1 N1nY, or standing up for and increasing our realization and respect for the 777 nYa7p in all situations, we can
take an example from the heiliga Chasam Sofer. 772 1137 i

2|A Life of Truth
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Question #3: How can we have neius ol in our thoughts and feelings?

The Sefer Hachinuch on the mitzvah of “ve'ahavtem es hager” explains, that since we were
geirim in Mitzrayim, we can understand how the ger feels. Sometimes it is hard to relate to
someone’s tzarah, but we can think about a time in our life when we felt a similar feeling of
rejection, hopelessness, etc.

At the levaya of the Mashgiach zt”/, who epitomized nesius ol, R” Dovid Schustal said that Moshe
Rabbeinu had true nesius ol for Klal Yisroel. And because of that, Hashem was nosei b’ol with
Klal Yisroel. Hashem utilizes the middah of “Hashem tzilcha.” When we act with a certain
middah, it arouses Hakadosh Boruch Hu to act in kind towards Klal Yisroel. Sometimes we feel
like we can’t do anything for someone in tza’ar, we can just feel for them. But know, that by
having nesius ol, it arouses Hashem to have nesius ol towards that person and He will help him.

Question #4: If we have the ability to help, what is the right way?

When we take a feeling and transform it into action, we are acting with nesius ol. Even a note, a
phone call, a thought or a tefillah. Everything we do, helps the other person, and affects us for
the better as well.

In Mitzrayim, Hakadosh Boruch Hu made it darkest before the dawn of geulah, and in our
galus it'sthe same. There isalways a tzarah before geulahto produs into action. In
Mitzrayim when the shotrim decided to take upon themselves the tzaros of Klal Yisroel, that was
the moment that Hakadosh Boruch Hu was waiting for, and He led them to the geulah.

Question #5: How can we refine the middah of nosai b’ol with the words we say?

One important way to increase our nesius ol is by increasing our ahavas Yisroel. We need to think
how much we love each other just because you’rea Yidl Sometimes, you feel
uncomfortable saying something, and you wonder if it will really help. But devarim hayotzim min
halev nichnasim el halev.

Hashem gives everyone nisyonos tailored to their life. For example, sometimes a person can give
chizuk and uplift others because of tzaros that they themselves had. People will listen to them
and take their words to heart because of what they went through personally.
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We can be nosai b’ol within our own families as well. At times, our children or our husbands
might have had a rough day. We don’t even have to offer solutions. We can be nosai b’ol simply
by paying attention and really listening to them.

The word “listen” contains the same letters as the word “silent.” To really listen, you have to be
silent, without rushing to say something or offering your own suggestions.

Question #6: How can we be nosai b’ol in regards to simchos as well?

As Yidden, we are all part of one “body,” and if you are having a simchah, it's my simcha, just as
as another’s tzarah is my tzarah. The Alter of Kelm tells us that nesius ol is not an emotion, it’s a
thought process. We have toimagine how we would feel if we were going through
this circumstance. And we have to do this by simchos as well - how would | feel if | just had a
baby, an einekel, married off a child, etc.

It's important to think about what would |appreciate someone doing for me if | were
experiencing this simchah. Remember that what you need might be different than what the
ba’alas simcha might need. Be in tune to what they might really appreciate. If you can‘t figure it
out on your own, then call and ask if you can help with a specific task.

When the Eibershter chose leaders of Klal Yisroel, he chose ro’ei tzon - shepherds. A shepherd is
the epitome of a nosei b’ol: he doesn’t focus on his own needs, only on that of the sheep.
When Hashem saw how they were focusing on the sheep’s needs, He knew that they were ready
to take care of Klal Yisroel and focus on their needs.

more next week
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nitiative —

Is it permissible to break apart a set of chopsticks?

N e ——

It is not permissible to break apart a set of chopsitcks.

—

Is it permissible to assemble a cardboard container?

Some paper or cardboard containers or boxes are packaged folded, and are meant to
be formed into a box by inserting flaps into specific positions. This type of container or
box should not be assembled for the first time on Shabbos.

Is it permissible to straighten a paper clip or a hanger in order to use it for example to
have a thin piece of metal to pick a lock?

—

It is not permissible to straighten a paper clip or hanger to use it to pick a lock.

Is it permissible to replace the stick of a broom if it became detached from the brush
on Shabbos?

It is not permissible to reattach the broom stick to the broom. In addition, it is
prohibited to tighten the stick if it became loose.?
The broom stick itself that has become detached is Muktze, as well as the brush itself

(unless it was used without the stick before Shabbos), since Chazal were concerned
one may come to repair it.

Is it permissible to sharpen a knife?

It is not permissible to sharpen a knife.

T, .. P ———————————

Is it permissible to shine silver?

It is not permissible to shine silver even by merely wiping it with a shining cloth.

- ———— ey

1 Components of firmly combined items that become disconnected may never be re-attached or
tightened on Shabbos, since this falls under the prohibition of creating a utensil (Makeh b’Patish)..

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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QULESTIONS AND ANSWIERS IN
HILCIIOS SHABBOS FOR TIHIEE ENTIRE FAMILY

IINTNFT YINN "V 1 - 27V 17N AT NA

WEEK 17

See Shulchan Aruch 246:2 Mishna Berura 325:4
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

I would like to get some mail sent out over the weekend. Can | put the mail in the mailbox on Friday
afternoon and put up the flag, knowing that the mailman will pick up the mail on Shabbos?

QUESTION 2

| ordered a UPS pickup for Friday afternoon, but the next available pickup is only a couple of hours
after Shabbos begins. Can | order it? As far as I'm concerned it's ready for pickup before Shabbos!

QUESTION 3

A non-jewish neighbor came on Shabbos to fix something ( that | was allowed to call him for). Can
| give him a piece of cake on his way out, even though he lives out of the Eiruv?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

You wrote in a previous edition (week 12) that | can put dry cooked food on top of the crockpot.
Does that mean | can take a cold piece of chicken, wrap it in silver foil and put it on the crockpot?

Answer: “ Hatmana“-insulating, is not allowed on Shabbos, or even from before Shabbos when
insulated over a heat source. Wrapping food in silver foil and putting it over a crockpot is Hatmana.
However, Hatmana is only not allowed when done for heating purposes. If someone wraps a food
in order that is should not get dirty or other reasons, it is allowed. Therefore, in this case it depends
on the purpose of the wrapping. If it is for keeping it hot, it wouldn't be allowed. If it's for other
purposes like keeping the food or crockpot clean, it is allowed.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

| was by someone’s house on Friday, and saw that they wrapped the kishke/kugel in foil and then
punched some holes in it before putting it in the cholent. Is that for a halachic reason or just to
make it taste better?

Answer: There are two possible Hatmana problems when dealing with the kishke or kugel. There
is the actual wrapping in the silver foil, and the “insulating” of the wrapped kishke into the cholent.
The actual wrapping in silver foil is usually done just to keep it together, not for heating purposes. It
is therefore allowed. The submerging of the kishke according to some is a problem as the wrapped
kishke is “insulated” by the cholent For this reason some hold to punch holes in it, allowing the
kishke and cholent to mix, which they hold allows it to be seen as one big cholent, and not as an
isolated kishke submerged in cholent. However, it would seem it is not necessary, as people gener-
ally submerge the kishke not for the heat, but for the taste of the cholent or so the kishke won't
become dry. As mentioned above, Hatmana is only an issue when done for heating purposes.
Therefore, it would be allowed.

QUESTION 3

My daughter recently bought herself a large thermos which she uses to drink hot water from. Can
she put water in it on Shabbos?

Answer: Although this would seem to be a typical case of Hatmana, it is allowed. The Shulchan
Aruch writes that once a liquid has been removed from its original Kli to a second Kli, Hatmana may
be done.
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Murderer’s Gilgul

There was an unmistakable buzz in the air. Up and
down the streets of the Jewish quarter, people were
tidying up their front lawns; cutting grass, trimming
bushes, and planting flowers. The distinct scent of
turpentine wafted out from many homes and shops,
where fresh coats of paint were hastily being applied
to their facades or fences.

A group of the shtetl’s young bachurim were pressed
into service to ensure that the streets were clean and
all public areas were in pristine condition.
Simultaneously, the community leaders paid
personal visits to key figures in the community,
instructing them on how to proceed.

Yes, there was an unmistakable buzz in the air, but
it was not an anticipatory buzz. The Jewish
community, along with along the other villages and
towns dotting the countryside, were preparing for a

visit from Duke Alexander, viceroy of the land. As
master of the vast swatches of the country’s land, he
would periodically pay visits to his domains, to
assess them for himself and check up on his subjects.

From peasant to peddler, merchant to craftsman and
beyond, everyone quaked with apprehension in the
weeks leading up to Duke Alexander’s visits. He
demanded utmost perfection and uncompromising
honor from his citizens, and even the slightest
mishap during his trip was liable to cost the
unfortunate villagers steeply.

The duke, an avowed anti-Semite, was always more
high strung in the presence of Jews, and so his visits
were a time of high tension in the Jewish villages
that were under his domain. Feverish preparations
would begin almost from the moment each visit was
announced by the town crier as the community
leaders sought to ensure that the duke’s journey
through their shtetl would pass without incident.

Just two days before the duke’s arrival in their
village, the rosh hakahal called a meeting with all of
the townspeople. “My friends,” he said gravely. “A
significant threat is hanging above our heads. You
all recall the last time the duke came to visit, a few
years ago. As a result of a careless oversight during
that visit, our taxes were raised significantly, and we
are still feeling the pain in our wallets today.”

A collective sigh went up in the audience as they
nodded along.

“The duke is scheduled to arrive here in just a short
time,” he continued. “It is imperative upon each
member of the community to do their utmost, and I
mean their very utmost, to ensure that we don’t
trigger his ire unnecessarily. It goes without saying
that he must be accorded the honor befitting his title.
We all know what that means: standing up for him
when he enters the room, moving aside on the road
to allow his carriage to pass, not speaking before
being acknowledged, addressing him in third person
with his formal title...”

The assemblage listened respectfully as he droned
on. No one wanted to be the one to cause a



permanent tax increase, or even just a hefty fine, to
be levied on the entire community. They were well
aware that it was incumbent upon them to learn and
know the proper etiquette lest they encounter the
duke during his visit.

Srulik the innkeeper, sitting all the way in the front
of the room, was taking notes. It was a surety that
his establishment would be on the duke’s list, as it
always was, where he would be counting on a hearty
meal and some good, strong wine to wash it down.

The grocer sat with his chin cupped in his left palm,
listening intently. Beside him, the blacksmith
twirled his peyos around his index finger, a sure sign
that he was nervous. From Shimon the wealthy
importer to Hersh the water carrier, each man
resolved to do his level best to ensure that the duke’s
visit would be a success.

The morning of the duke’s arrival dawned all too
soon. Before they knew it, the community leaders
were greeting the nobleman at the entrance of the
village, gracious smiles on their faces and prayers in
their hearts.

The duke’s visit began smoothly, almost
worrisomely smooth. As he made his way down the
main street by foot, he didn’t find any of the shops
to his disliking. He didn’t comment negatively about
the color of the paint, the condition of the
cobblestones underfoot, or the large welcome
banner that had been erected in the market square in
his honor.

Together with his entourage of bodyguards and the
community leaders, Duke Alexander wound his way
around the entire village, up each and every street,
with roving eyes. It was though he was looking for
a reason to punish his Jewish subjects. To the great
relief of the Jews accompanying him, however, all
the people they passed behaved just the way they
had been instructed, demonstrating utmost honor
and respect for their noble visitor.

Halfway through his intricate tour of the shtetl, the
duke stopped at the inn for a meal. He was warmly
welcomed and duly seated, and then the specially

commissioned waiters began bringing out dish after
luxurious dish, all churned out of the inn’s kitchen
in honor of the duke’s visit.

With the food came the wine, bottle after bottle, and
the duke kept asking for his cup to be refilled with
the chilled, refreshing alcohol. By the time he left
the inn, allowing poor Srulik the innkeeper to
breathe for the first time in days, Duke Alexander
was good and well drunk.

The tour of the shtetl continued, although this time
the duke opted to ride horseback. While the
nobleman appeared to be handling the liquor well,
the rosh hakahal and the parnas exchanged worried
glances. With an abundance of alcohol fizzing in his
blood, the duke’s mood and behavior were
unpredictable, and they hoped that things would
continue to bode well for the community.

The duke turned his horse down the next street and
his entourage followed. And that was where the
trouble began.

Sitting unobtrusively on a rock on the side of the
narrow street was a Jew, holding a sharp, menacing
looking stone. As the duke rode toward him, he
hurled the rock with all his might. It whizzed
through the air in a perfect arc, heading directly for
its target.

One mindful bodyguard noticed the rock and let out
a shrill cry, alerting the duke. He looked up, saw the
flying weapon, and jumped off his horse to avoid
getting hit. The rock, which had been poised to strike
him in the head, collided with his knee instead,
knocking him to the floor.

The guards rushed to attend to the nobleman while
the white-faced parnas ran to call a doctor. The duke
lay on the floor, blood gushing from his knee as his
lower leg jutted out at an odd angle. He moaned
loudly, in terrible pain, as people scurried around
him.

In the commotion, the Jew who had thrown the rock
managed to slip through the alleyways and
disappear.



From his position on the floor, the duke wanted only
one thing: revenge. But he was in unbearable pain,
and he didn’t have the luxury to think about revenge
just yet. He allowed the doctor to split his leg and
left the village in his gilded carriage, headed directly
for the hospital.

The Jewish community immediately understood that
this meant trouble. They didn’t know how much,
how badly, but they knew that retribution was
coming. No one knew who was the one who injured
the duke, certainly no one understood the culprit’s
motivations, but they knew that regardless, they
would all be made to pay for his actions.

Less than two weeks later, the duke was back. His
leg was heavily casted, and he did not disembark
from his carriage, but he called the entire community
to the town square and demanded to know who had
thrown the rock. “The man who had the audacity to
throw that stone at me must come forward
immediately and admit to his crime!”

As expected, no one came forward to admit his guilt.

“I see,” the duke said after some time. “Well, then,
will another brave voice come forward and tell us
who the culprit is?”

There was another lengthy pause, and still no one
came forward. The duke’s voice became hard and
dangerous. “In that case, I will give you three days
to come up with the culprit. Three days for you to
turn over the guilty man, or else I will send in my
army to destroy all of you! I’ll be back in three days’
time. The choice is yours.”

He motioned angrily to his chauffeur and the
carriage rolled out of the square, leaving an ominous
silence in its wake.

The Jewish community fell into distressed turmoil.
No one, even those who had personally witnessed
the attack on the duke, knew who the culprit was.
Even had they known, they would never stoop to
betray him in order to save themselves. It seemed
that the entire village was doomed for annihilation.

The Jews began to fast and tefillah gatherings were
arranged. The deadline hung over them like a huge
hourglass, the grains of sand seeping through the
funnel with all too hasty speed. The three days
passed in a blur of tears and prayers.

At the end of the last day, shortly before the duke
was scheduled to return, Rav Yitzchak, the av beis
din, was sitting with two other rabbanim, saying
tehillim, when there was a knock on the door. He
stood up to open it.

Shlomo, the village cobbler, was standing on the
other side, his face slightly ashen. “May I come in?”

“Come in,” Rav Yitzchak invited, leading him
inside. “How can I help you?”

“Rabbosai,” Shlomo said hoarsely. “I am the one
who did it. I threw the rock and tried to kill the duke,
although I didn’t succeed.”

There was an audible gasp in the room.

Rav Yitzchak struggled to keep his voice even.
“Why?” he asked quietly. “Why did you do it?”

Shlomo shrugged. “I did it because I hate him. He
makes our lives miserable, and it just seemed like
the perfect opportunity to get rid of him.”

Something about the way he spoke, perhaps the
serenity with which he admitted to his crime, caused
the rav to question the truth of his words. “How do
we know that it was really you? Perhaps you are
trying to be a tzaddik, willing to give up your life to
save the rest of us.”

“I don’t know how I can convince you,” Shlomo
said, still in the same calm voice. “But I promise you
that [ am saying the truth. I am the one who tried to
kill the duke, and I am ready and willing to tell this
to the duke directly when he gets here.”

The rabbanim all looked at each other, uncertain
how to proceed. Were they allowed to give him up?
Was he even speaking the truth?



As they sat there mulling over the question, the town
crier began to make an announcement. They quieted
down and listened.

“Hear ye, hear ye! In the name of His Excellency,
Duke Alexander, viceroy of the land, if the Jew who
attempted to take his life during his visit here does
not admit to his guilt immediately, then by tomorrow
morning, we will begin killing each and every Jew
in this village! Hear ye, hear ye!”

Hearing this announcement caused Shlomo to
become agitated. “If you aren’t willing to go to the
court to give me up, I will go there myself,” he said
sharply. “Of course, it would be helpful for me if you
came along, but I will be going even if you decide
not to accompany me.”

He stood up and walked to the door, and the
rabbanim all stood up and followed him. What
choice did they have, really?

It was nighttime by then, and Shlomo calmly led the
way to the civil court, the three trembling rabbanim
following behind him. The duke was waiting in the
courthouse, his leg propped up on a chair, and he
perked up when he saw the Jews.

“Ah, so you do have news for me, after all,” he said,
drumming his finger on the tabletop. “Alright, out
with it. Who is the guilty man?”

“I am the one who did it,” Shlomo said, quietly but
clearly.

The duke nearly fell out of his chair in surprise. He
had been expecting one Jew to rat on his neighbor,
not the culprit to come forward himself. “You? And
how come you are admitting to your guilt so easily?
How do I know to believe you?”

“I am saying the truth, but why does it really
matter?” Shlomo countered. “You’ll kill me and get
your revenge.”

“True, it doesn’t matter much,” the duke agreed.
“Tell me, then, why did you try to kill me?”

“Because you make life for the Jews very difficult,”
Shlomo said, somewhat brazenly. “We spend hours

of backbreaking labor to earn a pittance, almost all
of which is then claimed by taxes. I decided that we
couldn’t go on like this, and so I wanted to kill you.”

The duke pursed his lips. “Do you understand what
your punishment will be?”

“l am ready to accept whatever punishment I
deserve,” Shlomo responded.

“Tomorrow morning, we are going to hang you,” the
duke said. “We will hang you in the main square
before all the Jews. Let everyone see what happens
to the man who tries to kill his ruler! Guards, take
him to a cell!”

“Please, Your Excellency, I want to be alone tonight.
I promise I will come back tomorrow to the gallows
myself,” Shlomo said.

“Ha! Give me one reason why I should trust you,”
the duke demanded.

“I came here myself, on my own free will,” Shlomo
reminded him. “I didn’t have to give myself up, and
I did. I am not looking to escape justice, just to spend
my last night in This World a free man.”

To the surprise of everyone in the room, the duke
actually seemed to be considering this argument.
“Are you willing to take responsibility for him, to
ensure that he comes to the square tomorrow
morning for hanging?”” he asked the rabbanim.

They nodded hastily. The least they could do for the
condemned man was ensure that he did not have to
spend his last night in a cold, dingy prison cell.

“Alright then, you may go with them,” the duke said
to Shlomo. “Don’t do anything foolish, or else the
entire community will pay. You’d better show up
tomorrow, or else.”

The duke immediately dispatched his chief of staff
to arrange for the public hanging, as Shlomo
followed the rabbonim out of the courthouse, his
head bowed. When they reached Rav Yitzchak’s
house, he asked for a room where he could spend the
night alone. From his demeanor, it was clear that he



did not want to be pestered with questions, and so
the rabbanim didn’t ask him anything.

In the morning, after Shacharis, Shlomo approached
Rav Yitzchak. “I’m ready,” he said, his tone devoid
of emotion.

Together, the two of them walked to the town
square, where the entirety of the Jewish community
was already waiting. The duke had ordered that all
Jews without exception be present to witness the
hanging, and the Jews had no choice but to comply.

Shlomo was led by two burly guards onto a raised
platform, and the noose was wound around his neck.

The executioner, standing on the platform beside
him, asked him to admit to his deeds before the
public.

“I tried to kill the duke because he makes our lives
miserable,” Shlomo stated, loudly and clearly, as the
crowd of Jews erupted in tears. “Give me what I
deserve, but leave my people alone.”

“We will grant you one dying wish,” the executioner
told him. “What is your dead man’s wish?”

“I want my body to be returned to the Jewish
community when I die,” Shlomo answered, his voice
quivering slightly. “They should bury me according
to halachah, and write on my gravestone, 12Vl 719
OPOMIR 12 7973 DR AW 77101 12 HRmw° 17X — here lies
the murderer, Yishmael ben Nisanya, who murdered
Gedalya ben Achikam.”

“Granted!” With those words, the executioner
opened the trapdoor beneath the condemned man’s
feet, and he fell below, meeting his death.

When Rav Yitzchak heard Shlomo’s words, he
nearly fainted. He was a baalei ruach hakodesh, and
he understood that the man they had known had been
a gilgul of Yishmael ben Nisanya, the man who
orchestrated the murder of Gedalya ben Achikam,
and that he had been deserving of death by hanging
to atone for the sin of murder.

Shlomo, the gilgul of Yishmael ben Nisanya,
instinctively knew what he needed to do in order to
atone for this severe sin.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
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These are the judicial laws that you
shall place before them. (21:1)

Parshas Mishpatim deals with one of the
most important subjects in the Torah, which is
monetary laws. They are in the category of bein
adam [thaveiro.

Some people think you need to ask a Rav or a

Posek only in Halachic areas such as kosher foods,
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Hashem Loves
Justice

the laws of Shabbos, how to conduct a wedding
or a funeral. But when you have a disagreement
with someone over a monetary matter, or you are
unsure as to your financial obligations, you can
decide it yourself or consult a lawyer.

This is so wrong.

Just like you can’t get to the truth in other
areas of Torah without the detailed halachos that
Hashem gave us, so it is in monetary matters. We
can’t figure out what is straight and right simply
on the basis of our own intellect and judgment,
or by following the regulations of civil law, or
by paying a lawyer who knows how to play the
system. This will only lead to geze/ and other
forms of unjust gain.

“Justice belongs to G-d.”' True judgment
comes from Hashem, and He gave it to the Jewish
people in the form of dinei Hatorah. You won't

1 Devarim 1:17.




find true judgment anywhere else, as it says, “He did

not do so with other nations; He did not grant them
knowledge of judicial laws.”?

We could compare dinei mamonos to hbilchos
Shabbos. Justlike you need to consulta Rav regarding
any and all issues that might arise regarding proper
Shabbos observance, since they are so complex, so it
is with dinei mamonos. In almost every matter, daas
Torah is needed to decide what is permitted and
what is not.

An everyday example: you go into the grocery
store and pick up an item and inadvertently damage
it. Do you need to notify the storekeeper and pay
for it?

How punctual do you have to be when you go to
work? What can you take home with you from the

office? Can you make phone calls there, and for how

2 Tehillim 147:20.
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long?

Let’s say the apartment building has a leaky roof.
Who needs to pay for it? And what if a water pipe
needs to be replaced? And where can you hang
laundry to dry?

Only a qualified Posek can properly resolve
questions like these.

It says, “I, Hashem, love justice.”® Hashem loves
justice and He loves people who do everything
according to the judicial laws of the Torah. You
can recognize people like this. They are careful
not to cause even minimal damage to others. They
always pay their debts on time. Whenever there is a
difference of opinion, they consult daas Torah.

This brings the Geulab, as it says, “Zion will be
redeemed through justice, and those who return to

her through benevolent judgment.™ o

3 Yeshayahu 61:8.
4 Ibid 1:27.

Who to Turn To?
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If you will oppress him, and he will cry out to Me, I will hear his cry. (22:22)

There is a very important principle of zefilah that
we may learn from this pasuk.

When a person is in trouble, for instance, he
urgently needs a sum of money, what does he do?
He might run from one person to another, go to
get berachos from tzaddikim, and also daven and
beg Hashem to help him.

Or let’s say a family member is sick. He does
all the hishtadlus, he goes to the doctor, he makes

tests and gets prescriptions from the pharmacy, and

he also davens fervently to Hashem as part of his
hishtadlus.

This approach is like a pauper knocking on
doors around town. He seeks assistance from many
different sources. Among them, he also beseeches
this particular householder for help, who, in such
a case, is obligated to give him only a modest
donation.

The same halachab applies in tefilah. When a
person does many different types of hishtadlus, and



among them, he also prays and beseeches Hashem

for help, he is granted a “modest donation.” Hashem
will give him a little siyata d’Shmaya, in accordance
with Halachah:

It is forbidden to turn away the pauper empty-
handed if he asks for help. However, it is sufficient
to give him a dried fig, as it says, “The impoverished
man should not come back humiliated.”

There is no obligation to give him more than a
small amount, because he has other sources of help,
and can manage on his own.

This idea is not hard to understand. Let’s say a
very poor man comes and asks for a large sum, and
the donor sends him away with a small amount.
What was the donor thinking to himself? “He will
manage; he will get by without me. He is not going
to die of starvation.”

And what does the stingy man think to himself
when he slams the door on the pauper? He doesn’t
think, “Let him die of starvation, I don’t care.” He
rather thinks, “Why does he have to come to me?
Let him go to someone else!” But if he would know
for a fact that the pauper has no one else in the
world to turn to, he would have to be exceptionally
cruel to close the door on him.

So itis when we turn to Hashem. When a person
figuratively throws himself down on the ground
before Him, begging Him to have mercy on him
because he has no one else to turn to, and if Hashem
doesn’t have mercy on him, he will never get out of
trouble, Hashem will immediately show mercy on
him and grant him what he needs.

This is the form of zefilab called nipul, figuratively
throwing oneself down on the ground before

Hashem in utter self-negation, with the attitude

1 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Matnos Aniyim 7:7.
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that Hashem and only Hashem can help, there is
no one and nothing else that can help. This is like
Esther who threw herself down on the ground
before the king, because he is the king and no one
else can annul the decree other than him.

Simply speaking, this was also the way that
Choni Hame’agel prayed. He drew a circle around
himself and stood inside it, and said, “Ribono shel
Olam, 1 swear by Your great Name that I am not
moving from here until You have mercy on Your
children.”® He made it absolutely clear that he is
not like a pauper knocking on doors around town;
he has only Hashem to turn to. So Hashem showed
him mercy.

The Commentators explain along these lines
why Hashem especially hears the cry of orphans
and widows. They cry out only to Hashem because
they have no one else to turn to. So Hashem hears
them and answers them.

This can explain why the pasuk repeats the word
“cry out” and says pyy> pvy. Usually a person
doesn’t cry out twice, because after he cries out to
Hashem once and Hashem still doesn’t help him,
he goes and looks for another way to solve his
problems. But orphans and widows don’t have
anyone to turn to, so they cry out and then cry out
again, and Hashem answers them.

It is the same with anyone who makes himself
like the orphans and widows, as it says, “My father
and mother abandoned me, but Hashem will take
me in.”® This expresses the cry of someone who has
no one to turn to other than Hashem. He doesn’t
cry out and then go to look for other solutions, he
rather cries out and then cries out again. Hashem

will surely answer his prayer. o

2 Taanis 19a.
3 Tehillim 27:10.
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You Saw that Hashem Cares

As a preface to Matan Torah, Hashem said to
us:

You saw what I did to Egypt.!

What is the significance of this?

As we explained earlier, the best metaphor
for our relationship with Hashem is the marriage
covenant. When a marriage covenant is established
between a man and a woman, the most basic thing
that the woman wants to know is if he cares about
her. She wants to know how much he values her.

Regarding this, Hashem said to us that the
whole world belongs to Him, and there are evil
occurrences in the world, such as traffic accidents
and sicknesses and all kinds of tragedies, but they
have a limit. We never heard a country where all
the water turned to blood. No matter what, water
always stays water. But something happened in
Egypt that never happened before: the water
turned to blood.

Did it ever happen that Hashem brought a
plague of frogs on a country? Frogs in the oven
and frogs inside their bellies? Did all the dust of
a country ever turn to lice? Was a populated area
ever invaded by all kinds of dangerous animals?
All these things are out of the bounds of nature.

Hashem says, “You saw what I did to Egypt.”
You saw how “wildly” I reacted to the Egyptians’
treatment of you. I did things to them that I never
did before.

Why?

Because they touched you, and when someone
touches you, it is like poking Me in the eye, so to
speak. I react ferociously.

This was the first preface to the Giving of the

Torah: “You saw” how much I care about you.

1 Shemos 19:4.

The Title Page of

Judaism — Continued

This may be compared to a nice, gentle father
who sees someone mistreating his only child. He
does things that are out of character for him. He
does things he never did before, because he cares
so much about his child that he just boils over. So
it was with Hashem. He cares so much about us, it
hurts Him so much to see what they did to us that
He boiled over, so to speak.

This is the preface to Matan Torah, so we
will never start to wonder if He cares about us.
He cares so much that He simply “boils over” if
anyone touches us. This is the ABCs of Judaism;
it is the preface.

As mentioned earlier, when a man and a
woman get married, they make Tanna’im, which
state the basics of the marriage covenant, and later
they make a Kesubah, which details the specific
obligations resulting from this covenant. What
are the basics of our covenant with Hashem?

I will bear you on eagles’ wings and I
will bring you to Me.?

It is not about reward and punishment. It is
not a business contract of any type. It is rather, “I
will bring you to Me.” Being close to Hashem and
attached to Him.

Believing in Mashiach

The Chasam Sofer is puzzled why the Rambam
counts belief in Mashiach among the Thirteen
Principles of Faith. He writes as follows:

There is no way I can believe that our
redemption is one of the foundations of
religion. Let’s say we would think, chalilah,
that our sins could result in Hashem sending
us away forever, chas vshalom. This would be

similar to R. Akiva’s view regarding the Ten

2 Ibid 19:4.



Tribes, that they are rejected forever. Would

we then be permitted to throw off the yoke
of Heaven’s Kingship or change even a tiny
bit of a Rabbinic ordinance? Chalilah.

We don’t serve Hashem in order to eat the
fruit of Eretz Yisrael and to satiate ourselves
from its goodness. “My G-d, my desire
is to do Your Will.” No matter what, in
every situation, we are servants of Hashem,
whatever He may desire to do with us.

Belief in Mashiach is not a principle and
not a foundation on which to erect any
building. The main foundation of everything
is to believe in the Torah and the Prophets.
And our ultimate redemption is stated there
in the parshiyos of Nitzavim and Haazinu,
as the Ramban wrote there, and there is a lot
written about it in the Prophets. Therefore,
someone who doubts our future redemption
is denying the principle of faith in the Torah
and Prophets.?

The Chasam Sofer is saying that it is absolutely
clear that we believe the Geulah will come. But
why should this be made into a basic tenet of
Torah belief? If the Mashiach would not come,
why would the last generation be any different
from all the other generations who did not see
the Geulah? All generations served Hashem and
eventually went to Gan Eden and Olam Haba.
Why does everything stand on faith in the coming
Ge'ulah, to the point that the whole Torah falls
down without it?

We could answer the Chasam Sofer’s kasheh
by saying that belief in the coming of Mashiach
is not a basic principle of Torah due to how it
impinges on the future, but rather because of

how it impinges on the present. It is all about

3 Chasam Sofer, Teshuvos, Yoreh Deah 356.
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the basic nature of Judaism. It is about proper
understanding of what is happening to us today,
and every day, in galus.

Judaism is essentially a covenant of love that
Hashem made with us at Har Sinai. The main
place of the covenant and the love is in Eretz
Yisrael, in Beis Hamikdash. And a covenant is only
worthy of its name if it is an eternal covenant. If
Hashem would, chas v'shalom, cast the Jewish
people away forever, Torah and mitzvos would
turn into a matter of reward and punishment.
Indeed, doing mitzvos means doing Hashem’s Will,
but even non-Jews may not throw off the yoke of
Heaven’s Kingship or make the tiniest change in
G-d’s words for even a moment. However, this is
not a covenant with Hashem.

Indeed, as the Chasam Sofer wrote, “My G-d,
my desire is to do Your Will'.. we are servants of
Hashem, whatever He may desire to do with us.”
This is surely a beautiful and lofty value. But
the basic nature of Judaism is a b7is of love and
attachment with Hashem.

This may be compared to a father who threw
his son out of the house permanently. It doesn’t
matter if he did so because he wanted to teach
the child a lesson or if he ejected him because he
doesn’t want to see his face any more. Expelling his
son permanently, for whatever reason, is not about
the future. It is about the present. It means their
relationship is over.

If the Mashiach would not come, it would mean
that Hashem expelled us permanently, and the
whole covenant that He made with us was from
the beginning only a temporary one. Such is not a
true covenant at all. It is a passing relationship, it
is missing the very essence of a covenant.

Hashem's relationship with us is eternal and
unbreakable. Our belief in the eventual coming of

Mashiach represents this essential principle.
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Tangible Blessings

Not only the blessings of pokeach ivrim and
malbish arumim relate to practical and ordinary
aspects of our lives, but also the first three blessings
of al netilas yadayim, asher yatzar and Elokai
neshamah are about very tangible and real things.

The first blessing is about our hands, which
are our primary physical tool. Hands have two
positions: one in which they are raised upwards, in
a form of prayer, as it says:

Let us raise our hearts to our hands, to G-d in
heaven.!

The other position of the hands is when they
are held straight out, to perform work. (Holding
the hands downward is not relevant to Jews, only
to non-Jews. R. Yehudah Hanasi never placed his
hands lower than his sash.?)

When we recite al netilas yadayim we are saying:
Ribono shel Olam, these hands, which are central
to human action, asher kideshanu bmitzvosav! You
granted us mzitzvos and gave us the ability to zotel —
raise — our hands. You sanctified us and allowed us
to understand that the place for hands is not below
but above. That all the actions of our hands, and
everything we receive from Above, should not be
utilized to pursue physical desires, as other nations
do. They eat and drink and live to satisfy their
desires. Everything we receive from Above is for
“raising” our hands. Our lives are lofty and exalted.

This is the first blessing. In it we capsulize our
thanks to Hashem for all that we receive from Him.
Everything is coming from kedushah and in the
framework of kedushah. It is not in the framework
of the impure.

The second blessing, asher yatzar, is about the

1 Eichah 3:41.
2 Shabbos 118b.

fact that we are healthy, that we have properly
functioning limbs and organs. This is a veritable
fountain from which we can draw endless thanks
and praise to Hashem.

Generally speaking, when we recite asher yatzar
we should imagine to ourselves what it was like
when we were sick, we should remember when we
were lying in bed and couldn’t do anything. A sick
person is not good for much. When we are healthy
and sound we don’t think about this, but a sick
person knows very well how little he can do.

The third blessing, which is very easy to start
reciting almost without noticing, goes like this:
“My G-d, the soul that You placed within me is
pure.” This is a blessing over the zeshamah. In order
to understand it we need to think a little what “G-
d” means, and what it means that we have a soul
that comes from Him.

If a person does not get excited to the point of
losing his mind when he says, “You breathed the
soul into me,” it is only because he doesn’t know
what the word “G-d” means. G-d breathes a soul
into me!! The soul within us is not just something
that Hashem created. It is more than that. The
Zohar states, regarding this point, that “He who
breathes out, breathes out part of himself” Our
soul is the breath of Hashem’s mouth. Hashem gave
us a neshamah that contains the power of eternity.

This blessing also includes a prayer for Techiyas
Hameisim. This is another area of which we have
no comprehension, although it is one of our basic
principles. We are here only temporarily. The day
will come when we will leave.

Chazal say about R. Yochanan ben Zakkai that
before he passed away, his disciples came to visit
him:

When he saw them he began to cry. His disciples



said... “Why are you crying?”

He answered them, “If they would bring me
before a human king who is here today and in the
grave tomorrow... and if he puts me to death, his
death is not eternal... even so, I would cry. Now
that I am being brought before the King of kings
of kings, the Holy One, Blessed be He, Who lives
and exists forever and for all eternity... and if He
puts me to death, His death is eternal... should I
not cry?™?

The Rambam says that the severest punishment
is not to arise in Techiyas Hameisim. Eternity is such
a powerful thing that all the tortures of Gehinom
are as nothing compared to not arising in ZTechiyas
Hameisim.

Let us consider the tremendous good and
deveikus that Hashem gave us by placing within
us a soul from the very breath of His mouth. The
neshamah is the “I) the self. It is not a “him” or
“her” or “it.” It is not a certain faculty or aspect of
us. It is our very self. As R. Yisrael Salanter writes:

The person who does the sin and the person
who is punished [in the next world] is one and the
same.*

The neshamah is us ourselves. What a power of
eternity that is!

We give praise and thanks for having a neshamabh,
and we ask Hashem that we should merit staying
with the neshamab forever and ever.

And we conclude the blessing by thanking
Hashem “Who is the One Who returns souls to
dead bodies.” This is a thanks to Hashem that we

are alive now, that we are alive every morning anew.

Birkas Hatorah
Also Birkas Hatorah is part of Birchos Hashachar

because it, too, is a thanks to Hashem for the great

kindness and immense power that is contained in

3 Berachos 28b.
4 Igeres Hamusar.

tangible things.

Chazal say that Beis Hamikdash was destroyed
because people did not recite a blessing before
Torah learning.” Rabbeinu Yonah explains that
they did not see the Torah as important enough to
warrant a blessing.’

The problem was they didn’t feel that Birkas
Hatorah  is

understood that a person needs to recite a blessing

over something tangible. They

over food, over bread. They understood the blessing
Roka haaretz al hamayim. To bless over every
breath, because they understood that the moment
they put their head into water and drink a little of
it they will feel how sweet a breath of air is.

But they didn’t feel that the Torah is simply and
literally the air they breathe, the bread they eat —
beside all its utter depth. This was their problem,
this is why Beis Hamikdash was destroyed.

Birkas Hatorah means to bless Hashem for
something tangible, like the other things in Birchos
Hashachar. They are all blessings over tangible
things that we need to notice and be thankful for.
Also the fact that we learn Torah is a tangible thing
to give thanks for. Because a person who learns
Torah is so different from one who does not. It is a
tangible difference.

Just like we need to imagine when we say asher
yatzar was it was like when we were sick and
helpless lying in bed, so when we recite Birkas
Hatorah we need to imagine what a person is like if
he doesn’t learn Torah. This way we will appreciate
what a person is like who does learn Torah. It is
not just internal matters such as the joy of life and
the enjoyment that a Torah learner has. It is a real,
tangible difference even externally.

We should never think of Torah and relate to
it as something purely spiritual. It also needs to be
something physical and tangible for us.

This is the meaning of Birkas Hatorah. e

5 Nedarim 81a.
6 Ran ad loc.
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TORIES FROM THE LIFE OF
Rav SHIMSHON PINCUS zT'L

Never Too Late

One of Rav Shimshon’s zalmidim was married for
several years without children. The man’s plight pained
him deeply and inspired countless tearful zefilos on his
behalf. One day, he summoned the avreich and asked him
to inquire if his in-laws had hosted a kiddush in honor of
his wife’s birth. When the zalmid returned several days
later with a negative reply, Rav Shimshon instructed him
to host a kiddush then, since, “It’s never too late.”

The avreich was hesitant, yet his 7ebbi reminded him
that the blessings of the k/a/ possess tremendous power, and
that the effort, expense, and modicum of shame were well
worth the desired outcome. Thus, some thirty years after
the fact, the woman’s parents hosted a belated kiddush in
honor of the birth of their daughter — with her husband
inattendance — and the results were not long in coming.

One year later, the couple cradled a baby boy!

Watch Your Words

As one who truly appreciated the potency of zefilah,
there were actually times when Rav Shimshon deliberately
avoided praying for specific causes and desires. He
explained that one must be wary about asking and
beseeching Hashem for everything that comes to mind,
since one can never know what s truly good and beneficial.
He cited several instances in Chazal that illustrate how
a circumstance may appear terrible at the outset yet is
eventually revealed as a priceless gift and salvation.

Rav Shimshon absorbed this lesson in a most
chilling and tragic way when the transient relief; joy, and
celebration of seeing his z¢filos and desires fulfilled soon
proved to be harbingers of destruction.

A close friend who directed a large Torah organization
approached him with a request to help him purchase an
expensive car that he believed would help him advance his
fundraising activities. Rav Shimshon gladly acquiesced,
spilling many a heartfelt zefilah along the way for the man’s
success, assisting and advising him through the process of
privately importing an excellent car at an affordable price.

The road to success was fraught with frequent
challenges and obstacles. As soon as they overcame one
hurdle, another emerged. At one point, Rav Shimshon
even made a special trip abroad in order to advance the
process, until at long last, the car made it onto the boat.

One week later, the overjoyed owner went to collect his
purchase at the port. On that very same day, the car that
the man had been so certain would facilitate his endeavors
on behalf of Torah skidded on the road and crashed into
atree, killing the driver instantly.

Rav Shimshon grieved the loss of a distinguished ber
Torah and friend as a brother, feeling partially responsible
for the calamity. In the future, when recalling this tragic
episode, he expressed sadly, “Never in my life did I daven
with so much kavanah and still meet consistent refusal.
Eventually, the zefilos did the trick, and the car came
through — but not in the way we'd planned. This tragedy
taught me the hard way that, sometimes, we shouldn’t push
so hard. Not every end justifies the means of strenuous
tefilah. Along the way, we encountered so many complex
and bizarre deterrents that we should have grasped at
some point that angels of mercy were blocking our path.
Yet we were sure that we knew better, and we continued
persisting, begging and begging until our sefilos prevailed,

and the end was so, so bitter.” ®

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon’; Jerusalem — as an ilui neshamab for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"l,
and beaded by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.
For comments, dedications and donations: nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
In order to receive the weekly edition, please send a request to the above email address.
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“Kol shom’o tetzilenah shtei aznav, anyone who hears
about it, both his ears will ring” (Shmuel | 3:11). These words
describe the terrible shock that Klal Yisrael felt when they
heard about the capture of the Aron Hakodesh. Rav Aharon
Kotler zt”], in his hesped on the Brisker Rav zt"/, pointed out
that even before the Aron was captured, Klal Yisrael had
been afflicted with many terrible misfortunes — they had
been defeated in battle by the Pelishtim and thousands had
died in a plague. But the greatest tragedy was the capture
of the Aron Hakodesh. Losing the Aron amounted to losing a
connection to Torah, and that they could not absorb.

“Kasheh silukam shel chachmei Yisrael kiflayim k'churban Beis
Hamikdash" (Rashi, Yeshayah 29:14). Rav Aharon bemoaned the
loss of the Brisker Rav as a loss of the great shalsheles haTorah
that the Brisker Rav embodied. His loss was a devastating break
in the connection of Klal Yisrael — and specifically of bnei Torah
— to Torah.

On Sunday, 18 Shevat, Klal Yisrael suffered a“laksah b'kiflayim,”
the double loss of two of the ziknei gedolei hador, Rav Dovid
Soloveitchik, son of the Brisker Rav and Rosh Yeshivas Hagramad
(Brisk), and Rav Yitzchok Scheiner, Rosh Yeshivas Kaminetz.

Rav Meshulam Dovid
Soloveitchik zt”1
R’ Baruch Weiss

From a Previous Generation

The petirah of the legendary Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Dovid
Soloveitchik zt”l, truly marks the end of an era. Rav Dovid
was one of the last of our generation who was zocheh to live

amongst the great luminaries of prewar Europe and was for us,

a window into that hallowed world. As the son of the Brisker
Rav zt”l, Rav Dovid lived with the demus diyukno of his father.
Ironclad hashkafos and all-encompassing dveikus baTorah were
embedded in every fiber of his being. As he once remarked,
“Yedder einer veist az ich hob gehert nor fun der Tatte (everyone
knows that I heard things only from my father)”

As the son of the Brisker Rav, Rav Dovid was regularly
exposed to many prewar gedolim: Rav Chaim Ozer
Grodzinsky, Rav Simcha Zelig Riger (the dayan in Brisk),
Rav Yechezkel Abramsky, and Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer,
to name just a few. Rav Dovid would often speak about the
yiras Shamayim of the giants of earlier generations and how
just being in their daled amos left a life-changing influence.

As a young child in Brisk, Rav Dovid once noticed a man
reciting Asher Yotzar with intense kavanah and dveikus. He
was mesmerized by the sight. Later that day, this man
appeared in the home of the Brisker Rav. Upon inquiring
about the identity of this other-worldly figure, Rav Dovid
learned that it was none other than Rav Boruch Ber
Leibowitz zt”l. Rav Dovid would relate that for the rest
of his life, whenever he would recall the image of Rav
Boruch Ber saying Asher Yotzar, he would become infused
with yiras Shamayim.

Rav Dovid had tremendous yiras hakavod for these Torah
giants. Rav Osher Chaim Lieberman, a nephew of Rav
Dovid, recounted that Rav Dovid would travel especially to
Bnei Brak just to see the Chazon Ish, but he would not speak
to him in learning. His pachad was too great.

The tremendous chasm between the generations was a
focal point of Rav Dovid’s chinuch to his talmidim. When
mentioning standards pertaining to hasmadah and kibbud
av vaeim, he would describe the drastic differences between
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what was considered acceptable in previous generations as

compared to current times.

Rav Yehuda Fisher related that Rav Dovid would remark
to the talmidim, “A rachmanus oif eich; ihr hut keiner nisht
gezehn (a pity upon you; you didn't see anyone).”

Rav Dovid once mentioned a psak halachah from the
Turei Even during shiur. A bachur interjected that the
Biur Halachah disagreed. Sensing a certain flippancy in
the bachur's comment, Rav Dovid began to berate him:
“Vos?! | am quoting the Turei Even and you interject that
the Biur Halachah disagrees?! There is a difference of
generations!”

Just as Rav Dovid was profoundly affected by the sight of
Rav Boruch Ber, his own talmidim were inspired, on their
level, from basking in his presence. Just gazing upon his
saintly countenance was an awe-inspiring experience. One
talmid, today a prominent rosh kollel, related that whenever
he feels he is becoming too attached to Olam Hazeh, he
simply looks at a picture of Rav Dovid and immediately
regains the proper perspective.

Torah L’'shmah

For Rav Dovid, limud haTorah was life itself; his dveikus
baTorah and bren in learning were extraordinary. Rebbetzin
Schift, Rav Dovid’s younger sister, related to her nephew
that even as a young bachur, Rav Dovid’s hasmadah was
extraordinary, and he stood out in this regard from his
peers. Another sister, Rebbetzin Feinstein a”h related to a
bachur that it was her job to make sure that young Dovid
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would go to sleep at night — at around 2:30 am! As Rav
Dovid’s rebbetzin related, even after getting married, this
dedication did not change. When Rav Dovid was working
on a sugya, it was not uncommon for him to stay up all night
until he had it resolved.

Rav Elya Chaim Swerdloff related in a hesped that a
trend which bothered Rav Dovid immensely was the
commodification of the Torah, with many dedicating their
days and nights to its study as a means for an external goal,
such as securing a position or a good shidduch. “Is that what

1”

we came here for?!” he would ask his talmidim. Learning
for any other purpose, no matter how well-intended, was
anathema to Rav Dovid. As Rav Chaim Volozhiner explains
in Nefesh Hachaim, “Torah I'shmah” means learning Torah
for the sake of the Torah itself, a concept which Rav Dovid
personified in the fullest sense.

Rav Dovid’s dedication to Torah left no room for the
pleasures of this world. His son, Rav Yitzchok Zev, described
at the levayah how his father was completely uninterested
in anything outside of limud haTorah and kiyum hamitzvos.
Entering his apartment on Rechov Amos, one felt as though
he were stepping back a hundred years — the wooden chairs,
the metal bookcases, etc. It would not be an exaggeration
to say that there was not a single amenity from today’s
generation in the apartment. Until a few years ago, when his
and his rebbetzin’s health necessitated it, his phone would be
kept in a closet and only plugged in when necessary. On one
occasion, he received a phone bill for two phone calls in one
month and he was sure it was a mistake. He hadn’t placed
one call the entire month! Sure enough, the phone company
confirmed that he had been charged in error.

In recent years, when Rav Dovid struggled to keep his
balance, a chair with armrests was purchased for him. Noticing
that not only did the chair have armrests, but was also slanted
in a way that would incline one to lean backward, Rav Dovid
insisted that they return it. “You want me to sit like a poritz?!” he
exclaimed. When a new, flatter chair was brought, Rav Dovid
asked for the chair to be placed off in the corner. He explained,
“Oif Shabbos (1 will begin to use it on Shabbos)”

The Rosh Yeshiva would often stress during Chumash
shiur that learning Torah was not only for Olam Haba, but
for Olam Hazeh as well. “Who has true menuchas hanefesh
in this world?” he would challenge. “Only the bnei Torah
who are immersed in limud haTorah without a care for
anything else”

The Yeshiva and the Shiurim
After establishing the Yeshiva in the early '70s, harbatzas



Torah through his shiurim became a primary focus. Rav
Dovid would prepare the shiurim extensively, laboring over
every word. As the Yeshiva grew, Rav Dovid began to give
shiurim to different age-groups of talmidim, sometimes
delivering three shiurim in one day. The Rosh Yeshiva would
deliver the shiur with immense concentration. If a solid
question was posed, he would stop the shiur and harave
over the question intently until the correct answer would be
reached. His sense of responsibility to accurately transmit
the dvar Hashem was palpable.

This sense of achrayus extended to teaching the bachurim
what it meant to dedicate oneself to learning. Bachurim
would tremble at the thought of being caught coming to
seder late. Even when Rav Dovid was very old and weak,
he would make a point of coming to the Yeshiva on Friday
mornings. “Freitog iz oich a tag (Friday is also a day)!” he
would insist. He was terribly bothered by the practice to
treat Friday as a “day off” from regular learning schedules.

To Rav Dovid, havanas haTorah was the essence of life
and he expected this from his talmidim as well. Rav Fisher
related that once, as the bachurim were taking notes in
the middle of shiur, Rav Dovid began to shout. “Vos iz mit
eich (what is with you)?! When my father said this vort, we
literally danced and toiled over it, and you sit there azoi kalt
(so unmoved)?!”

Even as Rav Dovid aged, he did not cut back on the
shiurim. In his final years, the lengths that he would take
in order to deliver the shiur were almost supernatural. As
R Yitzchok Gross related, after an operation, Rav Dovid
literally struggled to breathe. A powerful fan was installed
in the shiur room to blow air with tremendous force onto
Rav Dovid’s face while he said the shiur!

Throughout the last tekufah, before and after the shiur,
Rav Dovid was completely devoid of strength, but once

L-R, Top: Placing schach on the succah, Purim. Bottom: Lighting the menorah, with Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Soloveitchik

he started, he miraculously came to life. Rav Yitzchok
Lichtenstein, a relative of the Rosh Yeshiva and a close
talmid, would usually spend time speaking to Rav Dovid
in his home whenever he would visit Eretz Yisroel. On a
recent visit, Rav Dovid was extremely weak and was not able
to speak to him. The next day, Rav Yitzchok was surprised
to see how the Rosh Yeshiva delivered a shiur in Yeshiva
with his usual passionate and fiery delivery. After the shiur,
Rav Dovid apologized to Rav Yitzchok for being unable to
speak with him earlier and explained, “Only for this I have
strength” He remarked to someone that it was a bechinah of
“Aron eino min hamiddah, the Aron in the Mishkan did not
take up any physical space”

When Rav Dovids eyesight began to fail, magnifying
glasses were procured to enable him to see the sefarim. When
even those were not sufficient, a projector was brought into
the house to enlarge the pages and allow him to see. He went
from one eitzah to the next, undeterred, doing whatever was
necessary to keep learning.

When a bachur was accepted into the Yeshiva, Rav Dovid
would ask him for his full name and would add it to his list.
Rav Dovid would hold onto this list of all the bachurim in
the Yeshiva and daven for each bachur on a regular basis.

A talmid who did not have children came to the Rosh
Yeshiva for chizuk. The Rosh Yeshiva told him that they
must go to Kever Rochel to daven right away. Rav Dovid
spent three hours by the kever, completing the entire
Tehillim with heartfelt tefillos and tears. Soon after, this
talmid was zocheh to a child.

Eved Hashem

The Rosh Yeshiva would relate in the Chumash shiur how,
upon Moshe Rabbeinu’s return to Mitzrayim with his wife and
two children, he was almost killed by a snake for not giving
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his son a bris milah. “What would have been with Yetzias
Mitzrayim?” the Rosh Yeshiva would ask. “Didn’t the enormity
of his mission entitle him to live, even in the face of this mistake?”

The Rosh Yeshiva would answer that the only reason we could
ask such a question is because we don’t understand what an
aveirah is! When a mitzvah or an aveirah is at stake, there is no
room for other considerations! The Rosh Yeshiva’s own level of
yiras Shamayim was a shining example of this message.

In Brisk, one cannot be considered a talmid chacham
without excelling in the prerequisite of yiraso kodemes
Ithochmaso. Rav Dovid’s intense level of yiras Shamayim
was legendary. Rav Osher Chaim Lieberman recounts that
as a nephew of Rav Dovid learning in his uncle’s yeshiva,
he would spend time in the Rosh Yeshiva’s home. “The first
thing I felt when entering the home was the palpable aura of
being in a ‘beis abba, a home filled with the yiras Shamayim
of the Brisker Rav”

The Rosh Yeshivas life fully revolved around Ilimud
haTorah and kiyum hamitzvos. Rav Eli Meir Keller related
how his father, Rav Chaim Dov zt”], once asked the Rosh
Yeshiva why he uses so many esrogim on Succos. Rav Dovid’s
reply was revealing. “Other people care about what their tiles
look like; my only care in the world is ensuring that I am
fulfilling the mitzvos”

Indeed, Rav Dovid would not spare any effort when it
came to dikduk bmitzvos. The care and effort that went into
afiyas matzos was indescribable. He would relate how when
the Netziv would bake matzos it would be accompanied with
singing and dancing. When the Beis Halevi would draw
mayim shalanu messengers would scout the surrounding
streets making sure there wasn't even the smallest chashash
that any flour dust would come in contact with the water.

Rav Dovid would actively participate in placing the schach
on his succah. He would then walk around the succah with
a bamboo stick, poking it up if he found even the slightest
hole. A bachur would quickly place schach on that spot.

Bachurim knew that there were very specific hechsheirim they
would be able to bring the Rosh Yeshiva for mishloach manos,
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and only fruits from Chutz Laaretz were acceptable. Even eggs
were avoided unless they were from a specific source which Rav
Dovid had verified as having no chashash of treifos.

One Leil Shabbos two years ago, Rav Dovid fell and was
severely injured, losing a considerable amount of blood.
As he was being lifted off the floor, writhing in pain and
disoriented, he noticed someone taking a towel and
beginning to mop up the blood. “Sechitah!” Rav Dovid
shouted. As the paramedics approached the apartment, Rav
Dovid urged those present to “heet oif di vein” (conceal the
wine), lest it become yayin nesech. Recently, when being
admitted to the hospital, Rav Dovid would not agree to don
the hospital gown until he was sure that it was shaatnez-free.

The Rosh Yeshivas hishtapchus hanefesh in tefillah was
legendary. It was not uncommon for him to burst into
tears in the middle of a weekday Shemoneh Esrei. On Rosh
Hashanah, the Rosh Yeshiva would just say the words,
“Baruch Atah Hashem” and immediately begin to cry. A
talmid who once took Rav Dovid to Meron related that,
upon entering the tziyun, the Rosh Yeshiva sat down with a
Tehillim and began to cry like a child.

We were not privy to behold the Torah giants that Rav
Dovid saw, but we were able to see the Rosh Yeshiva, who
served not only as a window into the glorious world of the
past but as living testimony of how that gadlus could be
transplanted into the present.

Rav Yitzchok Scheiner zt”1
R’ Chaim Green

“Just imagine the hachrazah in Shamayim: ‘Esther Leah
bas Moshe from Vilna to marry Yitzchok Scheiner from
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania!™

Rav Yitzchok Scheiner zt”], Rosh Yeshivas Kaminetz and
son-in-law of Rav Moshe Bernstein (who was the son-in-
law of Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz), would often comment on
the wondrous ways of Hashem, Who orchestrated such an
improbable shidduch.

For the Rosh Yeshiva, with his characteristic anivus, it was
alesson in hashgachah pratis. For us, it is also a lesson in how
a person can completely transform himself through dveikus
baTorah.

Rav Scheiner grew up in Pittsburgh in the early 20* century
as a regular American boy. His parents weren’t even aware
that the option of yeshiva education existed in America.
Through much siyatta diShmaya, Yitzchok was persuaded
by a meshulach, Rav Moshe Bender, to join a yeshiva in



L-R: R' Baruch Ber Grozovsky (chassan), Rav Chaim Grozovsky, Rav Nachum Gordon, Rav Scheiner

New York. As he suffered from asthema, he was advised to
spend the summer at Camp Mesivta, the only frum camp in
the mountains at the time. It was there where he was first
introduced to Gemara at age 16. Two bachurim from Torah
Vodaas, Shmuel Samuels and Yitzchok Karp, convinced him
to join them in Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. Yitzchok joined the
Yeshiva in Williamsburg, and in a remarkably short amount
of time — just two years — he was ready to attend the shiur
of his lifelong rebbe, Rav Shlomo Heiman zt”l. Thus began
the Rosh Yeshiva’s meteoric rise to greatness.

What was so remarkable is not only the fact that Rav
Scheiner was able to excel in his learning after such a late
start, but that he was able to entirely uproot any affiliation
with American culture and mindset. He became a ben Torah
in the fullest sense of the term, worthy of carrying on the
lineage of the great Kaminetzer dynasty.

Rav Yisrael Neuman, Lakewood Rosh Yeshiva and
mechutan with Rav Scheiner, pointed out that we need to learn
from Rav Yitzchok the importance of reinkeit in learning. For
Rav Scheiner, limud haTorah was not only about yedias and
havanas haTorah. It was about Torah btaharasah, learning
and connecting to Torah in a way which encompasses every
aspect of one’s life — to the exclusion of all else.

Aseh Lecha Rav

A key aspect in Rav Yitzchok’s growth was his deep kesher
with his venerated rabbeim, who served as examples of true
gadlus for him to aspire.

Bachurim would generally not ask questions during

Farhering bachurim in Kaminetz Yeshiva, Lakewood

shiur but, on one occasion, Yitzchok decided to speak
up. Rav Heiman replied warmly but with a touch of
disappointment, “This is a kushya?" Yitzchok was so
shaken by this response, and the fact that he had
disappointed his rebbe, that he decided then and there
to do whatever it would take to become a true lamdan.

From that point on, he dedicated himself to acquiring
his rebbe’s derech halimud. Rav Shlomo was well-known for
his acute clarity in learning, and this klahrkeit was evident
in Rav YitzchoK’s trademark yashrus in learning as well.
Together with his chaver Rav Michel Yehuda Letkowitz zt7],
Rav Yitzchok later was instrumental in bringing Chiddushei
Rav Shlomo to print, enabling Klal Yisrael to gain a sampling
of his rebbe’s masterful chiddushim.

Eventually, Rav Yitzchok left Torah Vodaas to join an
elite group of talmidim in Beis Medrash Elyon in Monsey,
where they learned under the Rosh Yeshiva Rav Reuven
Grozovsky, son-in-law of Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz.

On Leil Shabbos, after the seudah, Rav Yitzchok would
learn with Rav Reuven while he prepared shiur until one
of the two would fall asleep — usually after a solid five
hours! Rav Reuven, who had already been a prominent rosh
yeshiva in Europe, knew that he had to adapt his shiurim
to cater to American bachurim. Rav Moshe Aharon Stern
(Mashgiach in Kaminetz Yeshiva, Yerushalayim) once said
that Rav Reuven would use Rav Yitzchok as his barometer.
If Rav Yitzchok felt that a thought was perfectly clear for
young bachurim to understand, Rav Reuven would include
it in his shiur. If not, he would leave it out.

CHAYEINU / 27



Rav Yitzchok took advantage of any opportunity to
speak to the Rosh Yeshiva. He took on the job of bringing
Rav Reuven his lunch, enabling him to spend a few more
minutes discussing the shiur with his rebbe. So impressed
was Rav Reuven with Rav Yitzchok that he suggested the
shidduch with his niece, which would prove to be another
pivotal aspect in Rav YitzchoK’s aliyah.

Rav Boruch Ber

After Rav YitzchoK’s marriage, in addition to being a
talmid muvhak of Rav Shlomo and Rav Reuven, Rav Yitzchok
sought to emulate the derech of his wife’s grandfather, Rav
Boruch Ber. Although the two had never met, both of Rav
YitzchoK’s rabbeim were talmidim of the saintly Kaminetz
Rosh Yeshiva, and he would thirstily drink in anything and
everything about Rav Boruch Ber. He was fluent in the entire
Sefer Birkas Shmuel and would constantly repeat anecdotes
showing Rav Boruch Ber’s gadlus, whose limudim he would
try to implement on a practical level.

Rav Boruch Ber once passed by a group of talmidim and
heard them discussing a particularly difficult kushya. On the
spot, he provided a brilliant answer that left the bachurim
thunderstruck. An hour later, Rav Boruch Ber came out
of his room, perspiring profusely, and told the bachurim
that he had an answer to their question. He proceeded to
repeat exactly what he had said to them previously.

The confused bachurim waited for their rebbe to explain.
“The first time was without ameilus, the second was with
ameilus,” explained Rav Boruch Ber.

Rav Yitzchok would repeat this story to impart the
importance of ameilus baTorah. But it was actually a
statement on the Rosh Yeshiva himself, who had scaled such
heights through his own lifelong yegiah baTorah.

Rav YitzchoK’s ameilus baTorah was legendary. Rav Yisrael
Neuman related that Rav YitzchoKs entire Shabbos seudah
revolved around the Rashba and the Ketzos. A bachur who
ate a seudah by Rav Yitzchok recounts that the entire seudah
revolved around a few lines of a difticult Machaneh Efraim.
At simchos or events, the Rosh Yeshiva was always busy
discussing the sugya with others.

But it wasn't just the Rashba and the Ketzos. Lamdan
that he was, he would still derive immense pleasure
from the pashtus of the sugya, and the Rosh Yeshiva was
capable of spending hours simply chazering a few lines
of Gemara, a Rashi or a Tosafos. During the seudos, his
pleasure clearly stemmed from analyzing a few linesin a
Rishon rather than from the cholent and kugel.

The Rosh Yeshiva was fond of repeating the following
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story: An officer knocked at the lodgings of a ta/mid of
Rav Boruch Ber named Leib Grosnas with the intention
of drafting him into the army. Leib quickly slid down
from the window and ran to his rebbe for help.

When he arrived at Rav Boruch Ber's home, the Rebbetzin
said that Rav Boruch Ber was preparing the shiur and
could not be disturbed. “But it's pikuach nefesh!" pleaded
Leib. The Rebbetzin said that he could try, but when Rav
Boruch Ber was preparing shiur, he simply could not be
disturbed. Sure enough, Leib entered Rav Boruch Ber's
room and began to explain that he was in danger of being
drafted into the army and that it was a very dire situation.
Rav Boruch Ber asked him to repeat his words. After he
finished, Rav Boruch Ber asked him to repeat it once
more. This happened three times. Finally, Rav Boruch Ber
told him, “My tayare kind, | am trying to hear, but | cannot
rip myself away from the Rashba. | just can't. Go to my
son-in-law Rav Reuven. He will help you.”

Such was the dveikus baTorah that the Rosh Yeshiva strove
to emulate — a dveikus so strong that nothing else existed. Rav
Chaim Elazar Handler, a close talmid and relative of the Rosh
Yeshiva, quoted the famous Tosafos in Kesubos (104a): “Ad
sheadam mispallel sheyikaneis Torah Isoch gufo, yispallel shelo
yikansu maadanim I'soch gufo? Despite the Rosh Yeshiva’s all-
American background, nothing materialistic took up space in
his life. He had absolutely no interest in maadanim.

For years, his mother who suffered from a medical condition,
as well as his sickly mother-in-law; lived in his tiny, three-room
apartment. For years Rav Yitzchok would remain home as much
as possible in order to help care for his mother. He converted
the hallway into a small makeshift “sefarim room” where he
would learn with utmost simchah, despite the difficult living
conditions. On a number of occasions, wealthy philanthropists
encouraged him to move with the offer to foot the bill, but Rav
Yitzchok always declined. His simchah came exclusively from
limud haTorah; he simply did not need anything else.

Adam Hayashar

Rav Yisrael Neuman quoted the words of the Yaavetz
that “Torah lo sikon ki im blev hamalei bmiddos tovos”
Rochel, wife of Rebbe Akiva, understood that her husband’s
pure middos would enable him to metamorphose from a
complete am haaretz to a talmid chacham. Likewise, it was
Rav Yitzchok’s sterling middos that created a heart which
was fertile soil for cultivating chochmas haTorah.

A bachur who had just arrived in Torah Vodaas was still

unsure of his decision to forgo college for yeshiva. He
was approached by another bachur who asked if he had
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a place to sleep. The new bachur replied that he did not,
and the older bachur promptly brought him to a room
and gave him a bed. Later that night, the new bachur
woke up and was astonished to see that his benefactor,
Yitzchok Scheiner, was sleeping on the floor. He had
given his own bed to another bachur in need.

Rav Baruch Ber Grozovsky related how Rav Yitzchok
would often come to Kaminetz Yeshiva in Lakewood to
farher the 8" grade bachurim. He would always praise
them effusively with comments like “I never met such
great lamdanim,” or “You know it so well, you are already
accepted into my yeshival” The talmidim would always
walk away feeling like a million dollars.

Rav Yitzchok possessed a unique sechel hayashar, which
found expression not only in his limud haTorah, but in
his wise insight as well. Rav Elyashiv, with whom he was
extremely close, urged him to join the Moetzes Gedolei
HaTorah in Eretz Yisrael. His home was constantly flooded
with almanos and nitzrachim, who turned to this fatherly
figure, widely recognized for his counsel and advice.

Rav Yitzchok was well known as a tremendous baal chesed
and nosei bol. Throughout his life, he utilized his wisdom to
help other Yidden in any way possible.

Rav Chaim Elazar Handler recounted how he once saw
the Rosh Yeshiva sitting late at night and scribbling
down numbers from the Yellow Pages. The Rosh Yeshiva
had recently spoken to an American oleh who was in
the printing business and had lost his parnassah. Rav
Yitzchok was searching to see if there were any printing
businesses that he had connections with. The next day,

he called these acquaintances to ask them to help this
Yid get back on his feet.

Another remarkable story is told regarding an incident
when he was collecting from a wealthy individual in
Manhattan.. This person was upset about the fact that
yeshivos in Eretz Yisrael did not teach secular studies
and he let the Rosh Yeshiva know his opinion in no
uncertain terms. It was clear to those accompanying
the Rosh Yeshiva that there would be no forthcoming
donation and they signaled to him to leave. Rav Yitzchok,
however, had something to say in return.

He turned to this individual and told him, “I had been an
excellent secular studies student and could have easily
become a successful lawyer or accountant. But | chose to
give it up in order to learn Torah. We are both not young,
and | want you to try to learn a sugya with Birkas Shmuel.
You will see that nothing in your life is even comparable
to the pleasure you will feel. Then, | want you to call me
and tell me about it.” The man was noticeably moved
by these words and it seemed he would now be open
to giving a donation, but Rav Scheiner did not ask.
The meeting was now about helping this individual
appreciate Torah, and nothing else.

If Hillel is mechayev the aniyim, then Rav Yitzchok Scheiner
is mechayev the Americans. He modeled for us true ameilus and
dveikus baTorah and showed us that it is possible for a person to
attain gadlus, no matter what his background may be.

Yehi zichram baruch. @

Chayeinu thanks Rav Menachem Savitz and numerous talmidim and
family memebers for providing information for this article.
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