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A Bris Milah in Russia

R’ Yaakov Epstein was well known for his chessed and hachnasas orchim. Many guests passed through his home. At
the time, he was living in Communist Russia, in which Torah and mitzvos were forbidden.

A Yid cannot live without Torah, and a chaburah was arranged where they would learn secretly from 12-4 AM every
night. One day, a distant relative who had drifted away from Torah and was a powerful figure in the KGB appeared
at his house holding a package. Surprisingly it turned out to be a baby. He told them that this was his son born from
a Jewish mother who was no longer around. He told them that he is unable to sleep at night and is convinced that
this is because he hadn’t given his baby a bris milah. He wasn’t willing to risk his high position in order to do this
mitzvah, so he begged the Epsteins to watch the baby and give him a bris when they would have a chance. Of course
this was a tremendous risk.

They agreed to do this mitzvah, and immediately tried their hardest to soundproof their home, so no one would
realize that they had a baby that they were planning on giving a bris. Every time the baby seemed about to cry, Mrs.
Epstein dropped everything in order to attend to it. This went on for many weeks as they had to make sure conditions
were right because of the dangers involved.

Finally, to their great satisfaction, there was a window of opportunity and quietly they went ahead with the bris.

A while later their relative came to pick up his baby. He was very grateful and said, “Any time you are in a situation
that requires my help, just call this number and leave your name. Don’t say any details because you never know who
may be listening. I'll call you back as soon as | can.”

A while later, the entire chaburah, including Rabbi Epstein, was rounded up by the K.G.B. and sent to Siberia. They
were accused of revolutionary activities, a favorite trick the K.G.B. used as an excuse to persecute Yidden who held
on to the Torah.

Mrs. Epstein found the napkin on which their relative’s number had been written, and called him out of desperation.
He called her back and said, “I'll see what | can do.” Time went on and for a very long time they didn’t hear anything
from their husband/ father.

On Rosh Hashanah morning a wagon pulled up carrying two unrecognizable men, whom they finally realized were R’
Epstein and a friend. Their payos and beards had been forcibly shaven off and they looked like skeletons because
they had so little to eat.

R” Epstein explained what had happened. Twenty-four men had been sentenced to the firing squad and had been
assigned a number from one to twenty-four. They were lined up in that order, and the firing squad started to shoot
them one by one. R’ Epstein had been given the number twenty-three. His eyes were closed and he was reciting
viduy. The fear was indescribable.

Suddenly a voice rang out, “Stop! Stop! Release the rest of the prisoners!”
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R’ Epstein opened his eyes and to his great sorrow he saw that twenty-two of his friends had been killed al kiddush
Hashem. Only he and prisoner number twenty-four were left. The Epsteins were always thankful for this tremendous
nes. It can possibly be attributed to the chessed and mesirus nefesh they had to help their relative, and for bris milah.

Bounced Checks

Yaakov, was making a wedding and had worked out to have exactly enough money in his bank account to cover all of
the wedding expenses. He brought a bundle of checks with him on the night of the wedding to pay the caterer, the
band the florist and so on. During the night, he realized that he had misplaced one of the checks, but he had brought
extra ones, so he just wrote out a new one.

A few days later, Yaakov discovered that some of the checks from the wedding night had bounced because there was
not enough money in his bank account. He couldn't believe it; he had been so careful to have sufficient funds to cover
everything. He went down to the bank and saw a check made out for five thousand dollars deposited into the account
of Mr. Cohen. It was the missing check! It appeared that Mr. Cohen had made out the check to himself.

Yaakov couldn't believe it. Mr. Cohen was his friend from shul. How could he steal like that? But Yaakov acted the
way a Jew is supposed to. He didn't tell anybody about it, not even his wife. He made no negative comments and
spoke no lashon harah. He decided to call Mr. Cohen personally. The first time he called, there was no answer. The
second and third time, also no answer. But he was patient and finally got in touch with him. Yaakov asked him how
things were going. Mr. Cohen responded, "Actually not so great. Somebody stole my identity and is charging things
in my name. It's a very big mess. I'm here with the police now."

Yaakov realized that Mr. Cohen was innocent. He didn't steal that check; it was the thief that stole his identity. It had
looked so clear that Mr. Cohen was guilty. But, because Yaakov gave him the benefit of the doubt, he didn't badmouth
him, and their relationship remained as strong as ever.

Can’t Watch Jews Fight

Rav Dovid Yitzchok Eizik Rabinowitz zt"l, known as the Skolya Rebbe, was known for many great things. One that
stood out was his ahavas Yisrael, his love for another yid. One day in his Bais Medrash in Boro Park, there were two
yidden arguing. It got louder and louder, until it got a little physical, and it led to one yid raising his hand against the
other. Just then the Rebbe walked into the Bais Medrash and witnessed the yid smack the other yid. The Rebbe could
not believe what he had seen, and let out a loud scream “Oy!,” and collapsed. The Rebbe was rushed to the hospi-
tal. After all the tests that were done, the doctors said that the Rebbe had a heart attack. His sensitive heart, beating
with ahavas Yisrael, just couldn’t tolerate two Jews fighting.

Meeting the Rosh Yeshiva

| know someone who waited some time (a good few years) until he was bentched with children. He was close to Rav
Shach zt”I who told him that whenever he was down and felt like he needed a bit of chizuk he should come over to
him, and Rav Shach would attempt to be mechazek him. That alone is gevaldig ahavas Yisrael, as the venerable Rosh

2
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Yeshiva was by then carrying the mantle of leadership of Klal Yisrael, and to show care and concern and to ‘shpir mit’

even individual people is very unique!

One day after morning seder, this yungerman went over to Rav Shach in yeshiva and asked him if he could come for
some chizuk. The Rosh Yeshiva didn’t want to talk to him in public, so he told him to come later that day at an agreed
time to his apartment. The yungerman thanked Rav Shach and made his way home. When he was nearly home some-
one tapped him on his shoulder. He turned around to see one of Rav Shach’s men — out of breath —who had obviously
run after him. He told the yungerman that Rav Shach was coming after him — he has something to say to him and was
following him. The yungerman ran back to the Rosh Yeshiva who was by then half way down the stairs of the building
of his apartment and ran over to the Rosh Yeshiva. Rav Shach said to him “Ich hob fargessen eich tsu zogen az du zolts
brengen dein rebetzen oich” (I forget to mention that you should bring your wife as well.)

The fact that the Rosh Yeshiva did not forget that the wife also needs chizuk and for her a personal visit to the Gadol
Hador would mean so much shows the epitome of ahavas Yisrael.

Changing His Route

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, the Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Eitz Chaim, was a very organized and punctual person. His
neighbors were accustomed to seeing the Rosh Yeshiva on his walks from his home in the Nachlaot neighborhood of
Yerushalayim to the Yeshiva on Rechov Yaffo. His route would take him through the Machane Yehuda market place
as that was the shortest route between his house and Yeshiva.

As the years moved on, Rav Isser Zalman got older and his gait slower, yet he insisted on maintaining his regular
schedule. However, he was now accompanied on his walks home from Yeshiva by bochurim from the Yeshiva who
would take advantage of the special time they had with him to speak with him in learning.

After a while, the bochurim noticed that although the Rosh Yeshiva always kept the same schedule as well as the
same walking route, nevertheless, every few days he would change his route home a little and use a different route
to exit the Machane Yehuda market place.

After a few times of observing this, one of the bochurim mustered the courage to ask Rav Isser Zalman as to why he
changed his route ever so slightly every few days.

His response electrified them. He explained that one of the merchants in the market place would allow his chickens
to roam free in the area in front of his stall.

“How can | walk next to the chickens while they are running all over the place looking for food? My walking next to
them would disturb their eating. My need for the shortest route home does not trump the right of the chickens to
eat undisturbed. Therefore, on the days that this chicken merchant comes to the Machane Yehuda market, | simply
avoid that area and take a different route. It’s not such a big deal. It’s the right thing to do.”
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1. List at least one connection the numbers 1-13 have with the yown.
Who knows 1? | know 1! 1 is 'n.

Who knows 2? 3? 4? 5? 6? 7? 8?! 9?2 10? 11? 12? 13%?
2. What is mentioned numerous times in every nw19 but in this week’s nvns it
is only mentioned once?

3. List six things in the yown that were square.*
4. Which o is found in this week’s nw1o? °

5. Out of the six w1pnn »93, which two similarities were unique to the yx, the
270 N2 and the ynhv?

6. The name of which person from the n5»n (although with different mmp») is found
in this week’s nwna? (Submitted by a choshuve bochur)

7. There were a number of us in yown,*
Most of our kind were only able to keep cling to nvYTpav 927 temporarily,
However, | and another were able to do so permanently.
We are mentioned in this week’s nw9.
Who are we?

8. I am the least 2ywn of the three,
| was used during N1p’s rebellion,
| was used to form something similar to my name,
| am mentioned as one of the bounties of YN YN,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

Need a hint?

1t has a connection with the Dwp

21t has a connection with the n7n

3 Found in the first ten D109

4Some are D93, some are locations, some are curtains
5 It is regarding a 12v1n 93

6 eight of us in the wTpn




Angwers

1. 1)1is’n
2) 2 are the M1 ,072 ,002370 ,;MINY, length of the 1NYW, and the height of the anth nam.
3) 3 are the boxes of the 7R, the amount of coverings of the j9wn - according to one NV, the three
entrance curtains, the three areas in the wTpn, and the height of the j3¥'nn nam.
4) 4 are the myav, the width of the my», the amount of coverings of the 19wn - according to one nVY,
the M17p on the mnam, the n2190 *1NY, and the a¥Nn qoNn *MINY.
5) 5 are the 0’01 on each side of the j9wn, the length and width of the p1¥'nn nam, thebnxrn Jon Mny,
and the number of parts to three of the halves of the my».
6) 6 are the branches of the NN, the primary D93 of the wTpn, and the number of parts to one of the
halves of the my».
7) 7 are the ny of the nan.
8) 8 are the »w1p on the 19yn, and the number of all the 12 in the wTpn.
9) 9 are the n'm19 on the nMan.
10) 10 are the amount of the parts to the YnRn My, the height of the D*w1p, the height of the IR, and
the width of the 19wn and the length of the noan on top of the jown.
11) 11 are the amount of the parts to the 1ownn MY, and the D1INad on the nan.
12) 12 are the o790 onY and the width of the exterior of the jown.
13) »" w1 (25:2) says there were 13 items needed for the donation of the jown and
according to the opinion that the 19'nn N2 went around the entire 12wn (Y81 12 1M DWIN and in Naw
:nX) there were 13 M1 in total. (Number 13 was submitted by Y. Tawil)

2. A’hov

3. 1-2) Two mmnam 3) The owipn wNp  4) Thepwnn jon  5) The nova 6) The jwin (when folded).
Bonus Answers: 7) The 17ty (the area in front of the 19wn was 50x50) 8-9) Each of the mmY (77 47 2717y)

4. (30,n2) 111N 1D XY 0TaN VY 1IRN NYaV31 - Not to remove the 072 from the IR,

5. 1)They hadaar 2)They were made with gold and wood 3) They had gold rings
6. MYV - (22,03) N NYIVL SN

7. Who are we? The )INn T2

8. Next week...

Last Week’s Riddle:

My name has a connection to ©57), - It written next to it
My name is found in the n>»n. - NYOM ©HID NN
My father and | stood up for 'n’s honor, - my father 255 by the oY) and | by the Yy
My grandson enabled the ny>v
to rest with SN 555, - ONON3 built the yown
| am mentioned in this week’s nw9a.
Who am I? - 7N

,IND DAY 12 PRND PYY NTHIIN — NNOY NRIGTD
9173090 TONIYHN 12 TIT PPN, N7 APY TIT N NDY2 N5I2 97T DNIAN 12 DINY 7D

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MNNY NMOIN 950
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Clélh ;Elolgﬁ A Life of Truth

WeskiyInspiration Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

TNAN' YN NIV

The following story brings out the ni1i'D] that were prevalent in Europe in the early 1900’s, and the sense
of niMnx one Rav had for his n?'np.* Our story begins in a typical Hungarian town. In a way, it was a
beautiful example of blossoming Yiddishkeit. The Rav was a great |¥17 72 and a warm person with many
0'T'ON. A shine seemed to emanate from his face. They had a little n"1in Tn%n that kept running out of
space because the n?'np was growing so rapidly. There was also a n?iTa n2'w'. This n7'njp had a lot to be
proud of, but they also had a lot not to be proud of. As the epidemic of the haskala began to weave its
way into communities throughout Europe, this town was affected as well. Not only was the reform
movement planting its seeds for the ultimate |21N, there were many others as well. There were
communist parties that were specifically trying to attract Yiddishe children. Extreme shomer hatza’ir
groups were determined to bring people to 781! yIx minus their Yiddishkeit. A parent in this little town
had a lot to hope for and a lot to be scared of.

Zalmen Leib, Zelda and their seven children lived in that town. They were a wholesome family, but they
were very poor. One year, with winter fast approaching, Zalmen Leib’s rebbetzin came to the Rav with all
her little children in tow. She marched into his office and yelled, “Rebbe we are from your most loyal
o'Ton! Have niann1 on us, we have nothing!” Later that day, between nnin and 11yn, the Rav
summoned Reb Zalmen Leib, handed him some money and said, “Do you see this money? It’s not npx.
We will refer to it as hatzlacha money. Invest it in your business. You will have much nnxn!” Reb Zalmen
Leib didn’t want to take it, but the Rebbe insisted, and he eventually gave in. Zalmen Leib invested it in
business, and it soon became very clear that his 710 was changing much for the better.

When Zelda and Zalmen Leib came to the Rav the next n¥in WK1 to thank him, the Rav had more than
just a you’re welcome to answer. “| must warn you,” the Rav said caringly, “as N1n 3112 wiTpn had n1anny,
and ND11a begins to shine your way, you must not forget your previous ways. The same level of niy1y in
your house must be upheld. The same pure NMNK in RN 312 WiTpin, cannot be compromised under any
circumstances.” Zalman Leib turned red in the face. “Rebbe, do you have to tell me this?” “ N7x |'"1T0 'K
|'T17,” the Rav responded, “we try to encourage only those that are already encouraged because that’s
when it really works. | am just concerned that perhaps with your new found wealth, things may change.
There may be different niai'e], that have not been there until now. | want to make sure that things stay
just the way they are.”

Reb Zalman Leib threw himself into his business and Zelda would help as well. They hired help for their
children. Their business continued to grow and they became wealthier and more prominent in their
community. Zelda and her daughters had different aspirations now. They would travel to the large city to
buy their clothing which now had to be with the times. As time went on, the n1u'x and attitude of their
daughters was deteriorating. When the Rav recognized that this was happening, he sent a n'7¥ to their
house to remind Zelda about their promise. They had said they would remain the same type of wholesome
family that they always had been. However, they continued to sink. Zelda was very strongminded, and
Zalmen Leib didn’t have the courage to stand up to her. Neither Zelda nor Zalmen Leib were careful about
what kind of friends their children had, or what type of books they read. As far as Zelda was concerned it
was okay for her daughters to go to the theater with friends. “It’s a different world out there,” Zelda would
say, “we can’t raise our children like twenty or thirty years ago.” Zalmen Leib was basically apathetic to

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #29, Dial-A-Shiur, originally from Licht Shtralen
1]A Life of Truth



the situation at home. Every once in a while, he was infuriated to the point where he would make his
statement, but he would never persist. He wouldn’t take out any time from his work for his children. He
attributed his indifference at home to maintaining n'a ni?y, but he had yet to learn what true n'a ni7y
is. Indeed, his rebbetzin was involved in wonderful npTY and TON projects, so he was able to ignore the
pressing issues and focus on her n012iv 0'wyn. He would pay a steep price for his apathy. It seemed that
the V1 1! was allowing all those good deeds as long as the children were in his net.

The situation went from bad to worse, to the point that even Zelda felt that they had sunk too far. One
daughter announced that she was going off to America with a certain group. Within a matter of days, she
was gone. Another one came home and announced that she was going to get married. Zalman Leib was
far from impressed with the prospective son-in-law. The third daughter wasn’t doing too much better,
she was rarely home. By now even Zelda had crossed sides. She too began to argue with her daughters
day in and day out that their niawn of the “new times” had gone too far. Although in Zalmen Leib’s mind
Zelda was at least partially responsible for letting their daughters go too far, Zelda had a different opinion.
“You're to blame,” she said to Zalman Leib, “you spent so many hours in that store! How much time did
you have for your children! That’s why this is happening to us! Our neighbors have such beautiful children

III

and they’re doing such lovely na11'ei! But look at us, our family is falling to pieces!

The next erev n1¥n YN when Zalman Leib and his rebbetzin appeared before the Rav to receive their
n2112 for the new year, the Rav could only cry. “Your family used to be so wholesome. If only you had
remained poor, we all would have had so much nnJ. | warned you, Reb Zalman Leib, that this may happen.
| had n11n01 on your bleeding hearts, and | left no stone unturned to try to help you, and now look what
has happened The Rav cried and cried.

“In any event listen to me now,” the Rav continued, “I have something shocking to say to the two of you,
and | want you both to listen carefully. When you came to me years ago with your little children crying
that you had nothing to eat in your house, | was 77ann for you with ¥91 n1'on. Now, | will not be 77ann
for you any longer. As a matter of a fact, my feeling is to do just the opposite. This nn7¥n has led to
disaster. Rebbetzin, you have been warned. | even sent personal warnings to you that the manner in which
you are raising your daughters is going to lead to disaster. Reb Zalmen Leib, you were too involved with
your business. More important than that, you were scared to challenge things at home. Under the pretext
of n'a Di?YW you allowed a n'an [21n0 to take place.

“9"1n say that the n11aw dwells in a house where there is n'a Di%Y. You, Zalmen Leib, because of n'a ni7w
considerations, gave in to total disregard for n1u'2¥ and chased the n1'2¥j away. If the days will come back
when you had to worry about how you’re going to feed your family, maybe that’s the only way we can
guarantee a true Yiddish house.”

Zalmen Leib and Zelda promised to do n21¥n. “Rebbe you will see, our house will be completely different
now. It will be the same house as before the money came. We will raise our two daughters who are still
at home, and our only son, Velveleh, properly!” The Rav saw that they were sincere. He encouraged them
to prove themselves, “You, Zalmen Leib must be 91 10in yourself to be 31T your children in the 107 of
Torah. As for your son Velveleh, he has a very holy nnvj), it cannot go to waste.”

They understood very well what the Rav meant when he said that their son Velveleh had a special nnui.
Everyone loved their little Velveleh, he simply had so much |n. He was also very smart and would skip
class after class. By nlxn 12 he was already in the n%iT) n1'w'. By age seventeen, Velveleh had already
received n2'M0o from the greatest 0'121. He was makmg Zalmen Leib and Zelda very proud; in a way it even
began to heal some of the negative effects from the disaster of their three oldest daughters.

To be continued...

It took a lot of courage and NiInwn to be an effective Rav in those times. Looking back, we see that
throughout our history, the core of ehrlicha Yidden always remained, while the so called “progressive”
ones came and went. The Yidden who stayed strong remain our heroes. We can take pit'n from this story
to keep on shteiging throughout each of life’s situations.

2|A Life of Truth
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Teves - Nosei B’ol Wrap Up — Part 3
732-301-4043 option 2-1-1-61

Question #7
How we can be nosei b’ol without getting depressed?

Working on this middah has shown us how many opportunities there are to be nosei b’ol. There
are almost constant opportunities for nesius ol in all stages of life. This middah gave us a tremendous
boost in ahavas Yisrael. It is so applicable to each and every one of us and allows each one of us to
attain greatness by connecting to another person in Klal Yisrael.

R’ Shabes says that when people cannot handle hearing about so much pain, they should try to
balance it with hearing and participating with simchas. When you hear a siren, try to do something
right away. For example, make the next brachah with extra kavanah.

The concept of being nosei b’ol is a big concept and one that many people might find intimidating. If
a person tries to get out of being nosei b’ol and thinks that the matzav out there has nothing to do
with them, they are being very short sighted.

We spoke a lot about the Mashgiach zt”/ and are in awe of his greatness and ‘bigness.” What is the
difference between the Mashgiach and you?

There doesn’t have to be a difference. Each and every person is as big as he chooses to be. As we said
earlier about expanding your ani: the more people you care about and expand yourself to include,
the greater you are. It's up to you. Do you choose to include your neighbors? The yidden in Eretz
Yisrael? Do you choose to include all of Klal Yisrael? You are as big as you choose to be.

Conclusion

We spoke a lot about v’ahavta I'rayacha kamocha. Rashi says rayacha is Hashem Himself. We should
remember to be noseib’ol with Hashem. With what He’s going through, with the galus that
He’s bearing, with the pain that He has.

Sometimes our own lives can be so overwhelming, and we can’t even imagine adding on something
extra. But being nosei b’ol doesn’t have to involve anything extra. You can do everything that you are
doing already, but to have in mind that it should be a zechus for Klal Yisrael. A large part of our days
are filled with chesed- try to dedicate that acts that you are already doing as a zechus for those in
tzarah.
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If a part of an object broke off on Shabbos (e.g. a wheel fell off a stroller or a handle
fell off a knife), what is the halacha?

In the case where it is possible for the object to be fixed in a permanent fashion, then
both the object and the broken piece (e.g. the stroller and the wheel, or the knife and
the handle) are Muktze. The reason for this is that Chazal were concerned that one may
come to permanently fix an object that is not currently easy to use.

If the broken object (e.g. the stroller, knife) cannot be fixed by the owner, it is not
Muktze (since there is no concern that one will fix it). However, the piece that broke off
and is currently unusable (e.g. the wheel, handle), is Muktze and should not be
handled. Additionally, using the examples of the stroller wheel and knife handle, if by
reattaching the wheel or handle it will still be loose and the fix will be temporary, then
it may be put back on and the parts would not be considered Muktze.

If an armrest of a chair fell off, it may not be fixed on Shabbos. However, the chair is
not Muktze since it has a regular function without the armrest, and there is no concern
that one will come to fix it on Shabbos.

Is it permissible to affix felt or rubber pads beneath chair legs to avoid scratching the
floor?

It is not permissible to place the pads beneath the chair legs to avoid scratching.

Is it permissible to inflate items?

It is not permissible to blow up inflatable items (e.g. mattresses, inflatable couches
etc.) for the first time on Shabbos. If an item has already been inflated, it is permitted
to re-inflate it provided that it is not done so permanently. Use of a manual pump is

) - permitted as well.

Is it permissible to assemble a new item?

_ It is not permissible to assemble a new item for first-time use (e.g. a toy that is sold
! unassembled).

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS FOR THIEE ENTIRE FAMILY

1INTNFT Y'INN ™V V1 - 27V 17N AT 1A

WEEK 18

See Shulchan Aruch 246:2 Mishna Berura 325:4
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

Two pages of my bentcher have gotten stuck together by a small particle of dirt. Can | unstick them
if | make sure not to rip?

QUESTION 2

During davening | noticed that part of a page in my siddur was ripped, and only partially connected.
Can | put the two sided of the ripped parts next to each other so | can read the words, or is that like
writing on Shabbos?

Can | take out a puzzle for my kids to play with on Shabbos or is that like creating a picture on
Shabbos?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

I would like to get some mail sent out over the weekend. Can | put the mail in the mailbox on Friday
afternoon and put up the flag, knowing that the mailman will pick up the mail on Shabbos?

Answer: One may put out mail on Friday for Shabbos. The decision when to pick up the mail is
made by the Postal Service, not the customer. The customer is merely showing that there is mail by
putting up the flag. Additionally, putting up the flag could be just considered a “hint” and not an
explicit request for a melocho, which is allowed to be done before Shabbos.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

| ordered a UPS pickup for Friday afternoon, but the next available pickup is only a couple of hours
after Shabbos begins. Can | order it? As far as I'm concerned it's ready for pickup before Shabbos!

Answer: In this case, the customer is openly asking for a melocho to be done on Shabbos. Although
it was mentioned in a previous edition (week 13) that many times one can order a delivery for Shab-
bos, that is because it is understood that Shabbos is just a deadline but it can be delivered earlier
when feasible. However, ordering a pickup is for a specific time. Even though the customer
wouldn't mind if they come earlier, he has still asked for the pickup on Shabbos which isn't allowed.

QUESTION 3

A non-jewish neighbor came on Shabbos to fix something ( that | was allowed to call him for). Can
| give him a piece of cake on his way out, even though he lives out of the Eiruv?

Answer: One may not allow a non-jew to carry out of his house to a place that has no Eiruv. This is
because it appears that he asked the non-jew to do for the Jew melacha, carrying, even though the
non-jew is really doing it for his own benefit. For this reason, one may not lend to a non-jewish
neighbor any item if he is going out of the Eiruv.

However, there is one exception to this rule. One may give food to a non-jew even if he is going out
of the Eiruv. Since there is a good chance he will eat it before he goes out of the Eiruv, Chazal
allowed it. Even if he ends up not eating the food, it makes no difference, as long as it was practical
for him to eat it.If one gave him a very large amount of food that he couldn’t possibly finish before
leaving the Eiruv, then it would not be allowed.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Stolen Tallis

Rav Meir’l Premishlaner was from the early
Chassidic leaders, a tremendous tzaddik and great
mekubal. When he was young, he would go
around to different rebbes to reap as much as he
could from each tzaddik’s unique path of avodas
Hashem. He would spend time observing how the
rebbes acted, how they davened and learned, and
he soaked up the Torah they taught.

At one point, he spent a long time with the holy
Chozeh of Lublin, where he hoped to glean from
the tzaddik’s holiness, purity, wisdom, and Torah.
The Chozeh famously had a pair of eyes that
could see through everything. He could see what
was happening on the other side of a wall, or even
what was happening in a different town across the

world. When his eyes bore into someone, he saw
not only straight through them and their most
hidden, innermost thoughts and desires, he also
saw back to their previous gilgulgim.

While Rav Meir’l Premishlaner was in Lublin, he
noticed that the Chozeh would daven wearing an
old, tattered tallis. It bothered him that such an
exalted sage, who had ruach hakodesh, had a torn,
fraying tallis. He didn’t dare voice his thoughts to
the Chozeh, who surely knew what he was doing,
but every time he watched the Chozeh daven in
his tattered tallis, it bothered him.

Rav Meir’l was in Lublin for a long period,
observing and gaining inspiration from the holy
Chozeh’s ways. When he finally took leave of the
Chozeh after a lengthy and uplifting visit, he
resolved to save up money to purchase the
Chozeh a new tallis with a beautiful atarah, just
like a tzaddik of his caliber deserved.

And so Rav Meir’l began to save up, penny by
penny, for the Chozeh’s tallis. Since he already
lived in abject poverty, it took a long time, but
eventually he saved enough money to purchase a
beautiful, white tallis as a gift for the Chozeh,
along with an atarah and the strands he would use
to make the tzitzes.

He went to the mikvah to purify himself properly
before winding the tzitzes. With each twist of the
strands, he had in mind the shem Havaya and the
greatest kavanos. He knotted the tzitzes with care
and precision and then attached a beautiful atarah
to the tallis. When the gift was complete, he set
out to deliver it to the Chozeh.

During the journey, Rav Meir’l found himself
once again debating whether it was proper to
present the Chozeh with a new tallis. After all, the
tzaddik had worn his tallis for years, and the
tattered tallis now contained unfathomable levels
of holiness. The new tallis, while crafted with the



purest of thoughts, was missing the holiness that
seeps into a garment worn by a tzaddik every day.

After much deliberation, Rav Meir’l finally made
up his mind that he would gift the new tallis to the
Chozeh as intended. When he arrived at the
Chozeh’s home and was welcomed inside, he
presented his gift.

“I would like to give the rebbe a gift,” he said
respectfully. “What else can I give but something
spiritual, like a tallis? Please accept this gift from
me. Zeh keili v’anveihu! It is beautiful and
mehudar, made with my purest possible
kavanos.”

The Chozeh, who foresaw Rav Meir’l’s future as
a great gaon and baal ruach hakodesh, had been
very warm and friendly to the young talmid
chacham during his previous visit. Now, he
smiled as he accepted the tallis from Rav Meir’l.
“If you are giving me this tallis as a gift, I will
accept it.”

He took his old, tattered tallis and folded it up.
“This,” he said, handing the worn tallis to Rav
Meir’l, “Is a gift for you, from me.”

Rav Meir’l took the yellowed tallis with shaking
hands. The Chozeh’s tallis! It wasn’t a piece of
old woolen material, fraying at the edges, but a
medium of holiness. This was the tallis that had
rested upon the holy Chozeh’s head day after day,
absorbing the kedushah of the tzaddik’s tefillos.
It was this tallis that he had merited to receive
from the Chozeh as a gift!

He thanked the Chozeh and left the room,
clutching the precious tallis, still attempting to
process what had just occurred. He could scarcely
believe that he was now the owner of the

Chozeh’s tallis!

Within minutes, however, there were others who
descended upon him to claim that he was, in
actuality, not the owner.

The Chozeh had sons and many grandsons; he
also had many chassidim and talmidim, amongst
them some who shared an extremely close
relationship with him. Word that the Chozeh’s
holy tallis was in Rav Meir’l’s hands traveled
through the Chozeh’s inner circle almost faster
than the speed of light, and they were all
astounded than the young upstart, an outsider, had

received such a precious gift from the Chozeh.

The first attempts at contesting Rav Meir’l
ownership of the tallis took place while he was
still outside the Chozeh’s house. “I am the
Chozeh’s eldest grandson,” one man informed
Rav Meir’l. “The tallis belongs in our family. I’'m
sure the Chozeh didn’t mean to give it away.”

“You must have misunderstood him,” a gaunt,
middle-age man with serious eyes agreed. “I’ve
been learning under the Chozeh for many years
already, and he has never done something like this
before.”

“I’m sorry, but I understood the Chozeh perfectly
well,” Rav Meir’l responded, tightening his grip
on the yellowed material. “He gave it to me with
his own two hands and told me that it was a gift.”

A short, balding man coughed lightly. “Ahem.
You don’t think it’s strange that the Chozeh gave
his tallis away to a stranger?”

“The Chozeh gave it to me,” Rav Meir’l
continued to insist. “You are welcome to ask him
yourself. I don’t know why he decided to give it
me, but he did, and it’s mine.”

While it was a bitter pill for those close to the
Chozeh to swallow, none of them were ready to
contest the Chozeh’s decision. They watched Rav
Meir’l walk away and resigned themselves to the
loss. Though they could not understand the
Chozeh’s decision, it was his tallis, and if he had
chosen to gift it to Rav Meir’l, there was nothing
they could do about it.



One of the Chozeh’s chassidim was a tall, broad-
shouldered man whom we’ll call Zalman. Zalman
was somewhat of a bully; an obstinate fellow who
stopped at nothing to achieve his desires. He was
used to having his peers cater to his demands,
since no one wanted to risk upsetting a man like
Zalman, with a temper fiercer than a raging
firestorm and fleshy fists that seemed capable of
terrible destruction.

When he heard about the Chozeh’s tallis and the
young stranger who had received it, he decided
that this was an injustice that needed to be
corrected. How was it fair that a young newcomer
who happened to stop by to visit the Chozeh
received something of infinitesimal value just like
that? What about him and all the other chassidim
who lived nearby and frequented the Chozeh’s
home and bais medrash on a constant basis?

Some quick research revealed that Rav Meir’l
was staying at a local hotel for the night and
planned to start his return journey home the
following morning. Realizing that this was
possibly his final opportunity to retrieve the tallis,
Zalman went to the hotel to pay him a visit.

Armed with a thick pile of a cash and an even
thicker stash of intimidation tactics, Zalman went
to the hotel and knocked on the door of Rav
Meir’l’s room.

Rav Meir’l answered the door with a guarded look
in his eyes. “Can I help you?” he inquired.

Zalman flexed his muscles. “I want the tallis that
the Chozeh gave you,” he said bluntly, not
bothering to beat around the bush.

Rav Meir’l didn’t flinch. “I’'m happy that you
understand the value of the tallis, but I don’t plan
on giving it away.”

“You weren’t planning on giving it away,”
Zalman corrected him, his body language and
tone threatening. He stared at the younger man

with steely eyes. “Are you sure you won’t be
changing your mind?”

Rav Meir’l stared right back at him. “I’m sure,”
he said quietly, his tone just as determined as
Zalman’s had been.

“I want the tallis,” Zalman declared, and for a
moment, he resembled a petulant child more than
a menacing adult. “I’'m even willing to pay you
for it.” A pile of banknotes appeared in his hand,
and he waved them in front of Rav Meir’l’s eyes.

“I’m truly sorry, but the tallis is not for sale,” Rav
Meir’l told him. “I wouldn’t sell it for any money
in the world.”

Zalman pocketed the money and brought his face
mere inches away from Rav Meir’l’s. “Who do
you think you are?!” he yelled, his cheeks bulging
and his face turning a royal shade of scarlet. “You
upstart, you! You visit the Chozeh and just walk
off with his tallis! You think that’s how it
works?!”

Rav Meir’l sighed. Unlike the others who had
contested his rights to the tallis, this fellow did not
seem the type to listen to reason. There was no
use defending himself further. “I’m sorry that I
can’t help you,” he said to the still screaming
Zalman. Then he gently shut the door and locked
it.

Zalman continued yelling through the closed door
until he finally ran out of steam. As his muffled
cries faded, Rav Meir’l heaved a sigh of relief that
the other man finally understood that he would
not be able to get the tallis.

But his relief was premature.

Zalman stalked out of the hotel, but unlike Rav
Meir’l’s thought, he had not given up. His lips
were set in a resolute line, and the determination
pulsing within him was stronger than it had been
before. No one said no to Zalman, and if the



young troublemaker didn’t realize that yet, he
would soon enough.

The following morning, after Shacharis, Rav
Meir’l took his small case of belongings and the
treasured tallis and set out in a horse and wagon
through the forest. He didn’t notice Zalman, who
was following after him on horseback, taking care
to remain in the shadows as he bided his time and
waited for the perfect moment to attack.

At midday, Rav Meir’l stopped the horse and
climbed down from the wagon to stretch his legs
for a little bit. This was the moment Zalman had
been waiting for. With a burst of speed, he closed
in on the hapless Rav Meir’l, and before the latter
could process what was happening, he was bound
hand and foot.

From his position on the forest floor, unable to
move, Rav Meir’l watched in disbelief as Zalman
climbed onto the wagon and returned moments
later, waving the tallis triumphantly.

“That’s mine,” Rav Meir’l called. “You are a
thief! Let me free and give it back!”

Zalman gave a gleeful chuckle. “It’s not yours
anymore, and I am not a thief,” he declared,
throwing down some money at Rav Meir’l’s tied
feet. “I am buying this tallis off of you fair and
square. So long!” He mounted his horse and was
off in a cloud of dust.

“Come back!” Rav Meir’l screamed after him.
“Help! Help!”

But the rustle of leaves and the shrieking of the
wind were the only sounds that answered him.

Realizing that help wouldn’t be so swift in
coming, Rav Meir’l began struggling with the
ropes binding his hands together. He pulled his
hands apart as much as he could, even as the ropes
tore into his skin, and managed to loosen them
slightly. Applying pressure from his teeth, he

managed to loosen them even more, and then,
finally, his hands were free.

His slack fingers had difficulty opening the knots
on the rope around his feet, but eventually he
succeeded in freeing his feet as well. He stood up
and began running in the direction that Zalman
had rode. It was a fruitless pursuit, since Zalman
had been on horseback and had left some time
earlier, but Rav Meir’l was anguished over the
loss of his tallis so he did it anyway.

It was with tremendous disappointment that he
returned to his wagon. He had merited to have the
holy Chozeh’s priceless tallis in his possession for
just a few hours, and in an instant, he lost it. What
a loss! What a priceless loss!

Brokenhearted, he continued on his journey. In
the next city he drove through, he met the son of
Rav Michel Zlotchover, a great mekubal. His eyes
lit up. Perhaps the holy Rav Michel would be able
to help him! He asked the tzaddik’s son for
directions and veered off his intended route to go
unburden himself to Rav Michel.

Rav Michel Zlotchover was known to sit at his
desk with his head down, even when people
would come into the room to request a brachah.
He only lifted his head to acknowledge the people
coming to seek his blessing when they sat down
directly across from him.

When Rav Meir’l arrived at his doorstep,
however, as soon as he put his hand on the
mezuzah, Rav Michel came out to greet him.
“Meir’l, my son,” he said warmly; kindly. “What
happened?”

From the tzaddik’s voice, Rav Meir’l understood
that he had already divined everything that had
happened. He began to cry, the bitter tears over
his loss trailing down his cheeks. “I was zoche to
have the Chozeh’s tallis in my possession for just



a few hours,” he said through his tears. “And then
someone stole it from me!”

Rav Michel let him cry, identifying with his
anguish and pain. “Meir’l,” he said after a while.
“I want to give you a gift. [ will give you my own
tallis. I am not the Chozeh, nowhere near him, but
I will give you my tallis.”

He opened a cupboard and removed his own
tallis, also old and worn and yellowing. It wasn’t
just any tallis, but the holy tallis of Rav Michel
Zlotchover, a tallis saturated with holiness. “This
1s for you,” he said, giving the tallis to Rav Meir’l.

Rav Meir’l thanked Rav Michel with tears in his
eyes. Rav Michel’s gift, while precious in its own
right, didn’t measure up to the Chozeh’s, but it did
provide him with a measure of comfort. Still,
when he left Rav Michel’s home with his tallis in
hand, the pain of losing the Chozeh’s tallis was
still acute.

The years passed, and Rav Meir’l tried to put the
story out of his mind, but only partially
succeeded. He became a great tzaddik and rebbe
in his own right, a baal ruach hakodesh and a
mekubal. People would flock to his home from all
over the countries to request brachos and segulos,
and his blessing helped countless desperate
people.

His own loss, however, continued to disturb him
whenever he thought about it. Whenever he
recalled the story, he felt the pain and anguish all
over again. He could have had the Chozeh’s tallis,
but alas, it was gone. He found it difficult to
forgive Zalman for robbing him of what was
rightfully his.

One day, a dibbuk entered the body of a little girl
who lived in the Belz area, rendering her
incapacitated. At loss of how to help her, her
family went to the alter Belzer Rebbe, the Sar
Shalom of Belz, and asked him to take the dibbuk

out of the girl. The Belzer Rebbe sent his greatest
talmidim to speak to the dibbuk and find out
whose neshamah it was and why it had entered the
girl.

Rav Meir’l Premishlaner, though far away from
Belz, knew what was going on. He knew all about
the dibbuk that had entered the girl. “Meir is not
a talmid chacham,” he murmured to himself about
himself. “And Meir is not one to take nekamah.
But how can he forgive the man who stole the
tallis of the holy Chozeh of Lublin? If it was a
materialistic item, surely | would forgive him. But
how can | be mochel this man who stole a spiritual
thing from me?”

Indeed, the dibbuk was the soul of Zalman, the
man who had stolen the tallis that had been gifted
to Rav Meir’l by the Chozeh of Lublin. After he
passed away, although he had many mitzvos, the
sin of stealing the tallis and causing so much
anguish to a talmid chacham barred him from
achieving peace. Instead, his soul wandered the
world, constantly fleeing menacing angels that
were chasing it. It finally found refuge within the
little girl.

At the moment that Rav Meir’l uttered the pained
words of his difficulty in forgiving Zalman, far
away, the Sar Shalom of Belz exclaimed, “How
can | do anything to help this little girl if Rav
Meir’l Permishlaner is not mochel the neshamah
that grabbed hold of her?”

Knowing the terrible plight of the little girl, Rav
Meir’l worked on himself to forgive Zalman, and
he ended up being mochel him completely,
enabling the Sar Shalom in Belz to coax the
dibbuk out of the girl.

Zalman had many good traits, and he did many
mitzvos, but his single bad habit, that of bullying
others into accepting his will, led him into a deep
web of self-destruction. It was just one bad habit,



but that one habit caused him to lose his olam
habah and an eternity of peace.

Because a bad habit doesn’t remain just a bad
habit; it spirals into the worst possible sins.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape # 259
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THE PASSING OF A GREAT CHASSIDIC LEADER!

It was a Friday night in September 2009, and
my childhood best friend was to be married.

One might not expect to read a memorial about a Chassidic rebbe
written by a secular Jew in Los Angeles, California. But this past LET ME INTRODOLCE YOU
Sunday as I awoke to the news of the passing of the Kaliver rebbe, TO THE PLACES OF WORSHIP
Menachem Mendel Taub... AROLIND TOWN... AND THIS
IS THE KALIVER REBBE'S
SYNAGOGLUE.

I MUST SHARE

WHAT COULD POSSIBLY
— REMAIN OF A MAN WHO LOST

..HE LOST HIS ENTIRE ; 50 MUCH? WOULD THERE BE
FAMILY. HE WAS TORTURED AND BARELY SURVIVED A SENSE OF SADNESS IN HIS
THE WAR LUINABLE TO HAVE ANY FUTURE CHILOREN... HE IS A CONGREGATION?

WOW! THAT'S
SOMETHING UNUSUAL!

I WANT TO PRAY ‘
HERE!!

I had attended many Shabbat service

I cried, but not tears born of sadness, tears moved by
in my life but never one like this

miracles... I returned home to Los Angeles and made
immediate changes in my life. I began observing Shabbat
religiously, and I now put on tefillin every morning six days
a week... My life was forever changed by the briefest of
encounters with the leader of the Kaliv hassidic dynasty...

I MAY NOT
LINDERSTAND THIS
LANGUAGE, 8UT T DON'T
NEED TO! EVERYONE IS SO
FULL OF OOY! HE HAS sSUCH
A WARM MELODIOUS VOICE,
S0 FULL OF VICTORY OVER
: HIS TORMENTORS! MY
KNEES ARE 8UCKLING..T
FEEL FAINT

THE KALIVER REBBE NEVER REALLY KNEW HOW MANY
YIDDEN HE BROUGHT CLOSER TO HASHEM!

978y TN ONIN I WAS BORN TO DN NTIN? 1 (ROZLER REBBE) AND NT»19 1272 TAUB. HE RELATED THAT HE HAD
ONCE MISSED 3 DAYS OF LEARNING 7‘113’1 WHEN HE WAS ILL AND HE SAW HIS MOTHER SHED COPIOUS TEARS. HE
MARRIED NIY MIN SHAPIRO BEFORE WWIT BEGAN. IN 1auu, HE WAS DEPORTED TO AUSCHWITZ, BRESLAL, AND
LATER TO BERGEN-BELSEN. ST DN M WAS REUNITED WITH HIS WIFE IN SWEDEN 6 MONTHS AFTER THE WAR
ENDED. IN 1947, THEY IMMIGRATED TO THE U.S., SETTLING IN CLEVELAND, OH. THEY IMMIGRATED TO INIYY NI IN
1963. THE NEXT YEAR HE FOUNDED INP M7 IN RISHON LEZION. SEVERAL YEARS LATER, HE MOVED TO [ZaEiRan!
AND THEN TO D"J\’)ﬁ’ AFTER WWII, HE FQEQUENTLY INVOKED THE MEMORY OF THE JEWISH MAQTYQS AND
ENCOLIRAGED THE PECITAL OF ONIY? YNV, HE UPLIFTED AUIDIENCES AND BROUGHT THEM CLOSER TO T 8Y SINGING
MANY OF THE HEARTFELT D)) THAT HE COMPOSED [INCLUDING THE FAMOUS “SZsl A KAKAS MaR.."]. HIS WRITINGS
INCLUDED DY DY DNIN '317 ’3)9, AND A COLLECTION OF OVER 500 FIRST-PERSON ACCOUNTS 8Y HOLOCAUST
SURVIVORS (SHEMA' YISQAEL TESTIMONIES OF DEVOTION, COURAGE, AND SELF-SACRIFICED, AMONG OTHERS.

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 5684-5779 1923-2019 YO» XD

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.
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DIVREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DoviD PINCUS ZT'L

" THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF fnM3 917 13 3py» Anmi 517 j3 98>,
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM g Inseparfat})lle Poles
of the Aron

FROM THE PARSHAH

(0,713 MNW) PN 1Y XD 0727 P INT NYava

The poles will be in the rings of the Aron; they shall not be removed from it. (Shemos
25:15)

When we learn about the construction of the AT 7 Y2 m Y2a — They are the
Mishkan, we need to keep in mind that kedushah

sanctuary of Hashem, the sanctuary of

and Mikdash, and the presence of the Shechinab, Hashem.!
is not just about a certain place. It is more about

the person himself. If a Jew sanctifies himself as he And it says:

should, by learning Torah and keeping mitzvos, he 031N3 *NI3W1 WA 22 1Y) - They shall
himself becomes the Mikdash, as it says: R ' '

1 Yirmeyahu 7:4.

This week's parsha publication is
dedicated as ilui neshama to
b IRPIT 12 770 DB
= fov the day of his yahrtzeit which faUs thisweek. =




make a Sanctuary for Me, and I will dwell
within them.?

After the Mishkan was constructed, where did
Hashem dwell? In the Mishkan? No, within the
“..and T will dwell

within them.” This teaches that the presence of the

people themselves, as it says,

Shechinab is within the Jewish people themselves.
We can learn a lot of important lessons about our
daily avodab from the design of the Mishkan and
what it contained. We will focus on the 4707, which
was the most sublime of the Mishkan’s objects.
Early Torah sources say that the Aron Hakodesh,
as well as the Torah scroll and Luchos it contained,

the
receptacle of the Torah. And when it says, “You

represent  falmidei  chachamim, who are
shall place the poles in the rings” of the Aron, this
refers to working people who support the zalmidei
chachamim financially. These supporters are the
“poles” that carry the Aroz and keep it up. The Torah
says that these poles must be connected to the Aron
at all times and may not be removed from it. This
signifies that the avodah of the Torah’s supporters
is not finished when they “carry the Aron” every
once in a while. On the contrary, “They shall not be
removed from it.” They need to keep a constant and
unbroken connection with the Torah and those who
learn it.

It is also written about the A7o7:

29V 271 INR D9 — You shall plate it
with pure gold.?

This signifies that we should support places of

2 Shemos 25:8.
3 Ibidv. 11.
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Torah learning to the best of our ability. Chazal say:

Anyone who helps talmidei chachamim to
support themselves will merit sitting in the heavenly
yeshivah, as it says Q9271 H¥2 nonn Y¥3 0 - “The
shade of wisdom is with the shade of money*>

All this shows that learning Torah and supporting
Torah are two inseparable parts of the Aron. And
Talmidei chachamim, too, are obligated to give
money for support of Torah, just as working people,
too, are obligated to learn Torah and devote their
time to it as best they can. The two parts join together
to be one complete Aron, fitting for the presence of
the Shechinah.

About all the Mishkan’s other utensils, the Torah
says noww,
about the Aron it says 1w,

“You shall make,” in the singular. But
“They shall make”
Plural. This indicates that all the Jewish people
participated in making the Aron. All should come
and busy themselves with the Aroz so that all will
merit having a part in Torah.®

When the Aron and its supporting poles are
together, then it is written:

D39% Vo1 71 ma 199X — The Aron of
Hashem’s covenant travels before them.”

Chazal describe what would happen when the
Avron traveled before them in the Wilderness:

Two sparks would shoot out from between
the two poles of the 4ron and kill snakes and

scorpions and burn up the thorns, and the

4 Koheles 7:12.

5 Pesachim 53b.

6 Midrash Rabbah.
7 Bemidbar 10:13.
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smoke [of the ketores] would rise in a pillar,
and the whole world would be perfumed
from its fragrance, and the nations would say
NIYRN TYY NIMPDD I3TAT 0 A7V DR On
9219 npax Yon 3937 9in — “Who is this
ascending from the Wilderness like pillars of
smoke, burning with myrrh and frankincense
and all powders of the perfumer®?™

8 Shir Hashirim 3:6.
9 See Tanchuma, Vayakhel 7.
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Even today, if the 4ron will be whole, Torah inside

and pure gold outside, and the supporting poles will
be attached to it, this will cause all the enemies of
the Jewish people to be burned up like the snakes
and scorpions in the Midbar, and the world will
fill with the scent of perfumed incense, myrrh and
frankincense. ®

Two Crowns for One Table

(73,73 MNW) :2220 IR307Y 271 71 DPPY) 2920 NOY NROR Y MY

You shall make a molding for it, all around, of one handbreadth, and you shall make
a golden crown on the molding, all around. (Shemos 25:25)

Some objects in the Mikdash had a golden crown
on them. They are the Aron, the incense altar and the
Table. The Aron was the receptacle that contained
the Torah. The incense altar represented avodas
Hashem. And the Table, the Shulchan, represented
parnassab.

These are the three pillars on which the world
stands: Torah, avodah and gemilus chasadim. And
they are the three crowns mentioned in Pirkei Avos:
The crown of Torah, the crown of Kebhunab and the
crown of Kingship.!

What does it mean to wear a crown?

A crown signifies greatness and supremacy. The
head is the highest part of the body and is its leading
part. And a crown is even higher. It is not part of
the head; it is over the head. When we put a crown
on someone’s head, we are saying that his greatness

1 Pirkei Avos 4:13.

and rulership “goes over our head.” He is above and
beyond the people; he rules supreme.
We say in prayers:
WPYR T TY 10 ND - Hashem our G-d,

they will grant You a crown.?

The angels and the Jewish people praise Hashem
by saying that He is above and beyond anything
we can even conceive, and that He rules supreme
over all. He is “above our head” We describe this
figuratively by saying that we place a “crown” upon
Him, because a crown is above everything.

What does the crown on the 4707 mean?

It signifies that someone who acquires Torah
learning is thereby uplifted. He is far, far above
the common people. And the crown on the altar
means that people who devote themselves to avodas
Hashem, people who are great tzaddikim, are thereby

2 Kedushah of Musaf, according to Nusach Sefarad.



uplifted. They are above common people entangled

in the pursuit of temporal matters.

But what does the crown on the Shulchan signify?
The Table represents riches and material wealth. Is
someone with a lot of wealth necessarily a superior
person?

About the crown of the Shulchan it says 71 Dy
220 173017 271 — “You shall make a golden crown
on the molding, all around.” Rashi explains that this
is actually the same crown as was mentioned earlier,
but many Commentators say that it is a different
crown, and the Table thus has two crowns: one
above, around the top of the Table, and another one
below, around the sides of the Table, on the molding.

Accordingly, the Shulchan had a second crown,
unlike any other object in the Mishkan. What does
this signify?

The nisayon of wealth is one of the hardest
nisyonos of all. Because if a person has a hundred,
he wants to get two hundred, and if he has two
hundred, he wants to get four hundred. The more he
has, the more he lacks, thus he feels that he needs to
acquire more and more. Most of a person’s activities
in this world center around parnassah, to bringin as
much as he can for himself.

So if a person goes against this yeszer hara, and,

gPAJ{SHAH TopIC

instead of getting more and more for himself, he
gives and donates and bestows, he is indeed an
upraised person. He is above the common folk and
is worthy of wearing a golden crown on his head.

This explains why the Shulchan has a crown. But
why two? It seems that one crown corresponded
to virtuous wealthy people, as we explained, and
is about the tzedakah they do with their money.
The other crown corresponded to the middle-class
and the poor. It was about how one eats. A person
can turn his own table and his daily eating into
something tremendously great that places a golden
crown on his head. This is if he recites his berachos
with proper kavanah, and eats Lsheim Shamayim, in
a seemly and respectful manner, and words of Torah
are said at his table. Then his own table is like the
Mizbeach.

When a person feels hungry, he is liable to
forget about all these lofty ideas, and just rattle off
a berachah rapidly so he can put food in his mouth.
He gulps down the berachah and swallows it and it is
gone and forgotten. This is not the way.

If a person has the patience to thank his Creator
properly, and eat in a holy and pure manner, his own
table is like the Mizbeach of the Mikdash, and his

head bears a golden crown. o

The Mishkan and You

(N ,713 MNW) DN NIV WIHR 9 1Y)
You shall make Me a sanctuary, and I will dwell within them. (Shemos 25:8)

Sefer Nefesh Hachayim describes the Mishkan as

follows:

The Mishkarn and the Mikdash contained

within them all the forces and all the worlds
and all the orders of kedushah. All its rooms,

storage places, attics and chambers, and all



the holy objects in it, were all in the image

of that which is above. They had the image
and likeness and form of the holy worlds
and the orders of the Merkavah. They
were established by David and Shmuel the
Prophet. All the construction was done
according to Ruach Hakodesh."

Chazal say also that the location chosen for
Beis Hamikdash, which is called “the beauty of the
world,” has a source in the Torah.?

Sefer Nefesh Hachayim goes on to say:

Chazal say in Midyash Tanchuma, in
the beginning of Parshas Pekudei, that the
Mishkan corresponds to the creation of the
world. The Midrash enumerates the whole

list of things that were in Creation and were
also in the Mishkan.

This is why the Torah said about Betzalel
[who constructed the Mishkan]: ink XpnK)
nyTI 713202 70002 phy ma - ‘I filled
him with the spirit of G-d, with wisdom,
and understanding and  knowledge.”
Because the worlds were created with these
three things, as it says, Y% 70> n3na i -
“Hashem established the earth by wisdom.™
This is why Chazal said,” “Betzalel knew

how to combine the letters by which heaven

and earth were created.”

A member of the holy people, who
also contains within him all the orders of
Creation and the orders of the Merkavah,
the entire world — he therefore has also the

image and form of the Mishkan and the

1 Nefesh Hachayim 1:4.
2 Zevachim 54b.

3 Shemos 31:3.

4 Mishlei 3:19.

5 Berachos 55a.

Mikdash and all the objects in it. There is a
correspondence to the order of the various
segments of his body and how they connect
to one another, and to all his faculties. The
Zohar also breaks down the whole form of
the Mishkan and the objects in it, explaining
how they are all alluded to in the human
being, with one-to-one correspondence

according to their order.®

So explains R. Chaim Volozhiner in Sefer Nefesh
Hachayim. Now we will explore the significance of
this.

Hashem’s Preferred Dwelling Place

Hashem created a world. Heavens and earth,
trees and rocks, and millions of other details. The
world as a whole has a certain shape and plan. It was
planned out according to the purpose for which it
was created.

What is the purpose of the world?

Chazal say:

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu created the
world, He desired to have a dwelling place in
the lower realms, just as He has in the upper

realms.”

Hashem desired to make for Himself a house, a
place for the Shechinah to rest. To this purpose, He
built for Himself two places to live in, so to speak.
One is the heavens above. But this “house” is of
secondary importance to Him. The place where
Hakadosh Baruch Hu prefers to dwell, to place His
Presence, is the lower realms, our lowly world. This
was Hashem’s primary goal in creating the world.

Further on we will explain why Hakadosh Baruch
Huy prefers to dwell below. But for now, it suffices to
know that this is His Will, and that He created the
world with this aim in mind. The entire world, with

all its qualities and details, was deliberately planned

6 Nefesh Hachaim ibid.
7 Midrash Tanchuma, Naso 24.
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so it will be a suitable place for the Shechinab’s

presence.

The upper realm, even though it is not Hashem’s
preferred place to dwell, is nevertheless fitting for
His dwelling. It, too, is suitable to serve as Hashem'’s
“house.” So we must say that the upper worlds are
built according to the same basic blueprint as the
lower realm.

Our human eyes have a hard time seeing the
similarity between the upper realm and the lower
realm. Heaven seems to us so different from earth.
But Chazal tell us a number of points of similarity
between them.

The matter may be compared to a tractor and a
car. They are both motor vehicles. Nevertheless, a
superficial look at a passenger car and a tractor will
not find much in common between them. Their
shape is very different.

But the truth is they are basically the same thing,
All the key components are the same in both. They
both have wheels, they both have a motor, they both
have a gas pedal and brakes, they both have seats for
passengers.

There are some specific features that differ
between them. A car has small wheels because it
drives only on roads, whereas a tractor has big, wide
wheels because sometimes it goes over dirt paths and
through muddy puddles. But the basic blueprint of
both types of vehicles is the same because they have
the same purpose, which is to move and drive.

Now let’s apply this to heaven and earth.
Although we perceive a tremendous difference and
distance between the upper realm and the lower one,

nevertheless they both serve the same goal. And that

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.
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purpose is to provide a place for the Shechinah to
dwell. So on a deeper level, both the upper worlds
and the lower worlds have the same characteristics.

This applies to the Mishkan as well. It has exactly
the same goal. It is a place for the Shechinah to dwell,
as it says, “You shall make Me a sanctuary, and I will
dwell within them.” So the same basic blueprint that
the upper worlds follow is that which the Mishkan
follows as well.

And the same can be said about the form of the
Jewish person. Why, basically, did Hashem create
human beings? So that He may bring His Shechinah

to rest within them, as it says:

a9 i Y20 - They are the
sanctuary of Hashem, the sanctuary of
Hashem.®

This is also why it says 'RV WIpn % wwm
D3N3 — “You shall make Me a sanctuary, and I will
dwell within them.” The Shechinah is meant to dwell
within the Jewish people themselves.

So we have six things that are basically identical
in their essential form. They are the human being,
the Mishkan, Beis Hamikdash, the upper worlds,
the lower worlds, and also the Torah. (Sefer Nefesh
Hachayim explained at length in another place how
the Torah, too, has this characteristic.) All these six
things have the same basic nature.

They look to us as if they have different forms,
but these external differences are not important.
Their true form is their fundamental nature, which,

as we explained, is the same for them all. @

8 Yirmeyahu 7:4.
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