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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Chodesh Adar and the Four Parshiyos (4)
Parshas Parah. This Shabbos we take out a second Sefer Torah
and read the beginning of Parshas Chukas which discusses the
Parah Adumah. 1t details the purification of a person from ritual
uncleanliness caused by coming into contact with a dead body,
by sprinkling the ashes of a burnt red cow and specially
prepared water. The Shulchan Aruch () writes that some
opinions hold that the laining of Parshas Parah is a Torah
obligation (D’Oraysa). Some later Poskim [as mentioned in the
Mishna Berura )] could not understand the source in the
Torah for such an obligation to read annually the parsha of the
Parah Adumah, especially now that we don’t even have the
mitzvah of Parah Adumah. They, therefore, disagree and rule
that it is only a Rabbinic obligation. The words of the Shulchan
Aruch indeed require explanation.

Explanation of the Steipler Gaon z”’l. The Steipler explains
this ruling by quoting the Malbim at the end of Parshas
Metzorah. It says there 3): “You shall separate Brnei Yisroel
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from them contaminating [my Mikdash].” The Malbim explains
that it is really an obligation upon Beis Din to make public
announcements about the laws regarding not entering into the
Mikdash while tamei (impure), until one becomes purified with
the ashes of the Parah Aduma and the special water. Chazal
chose to do this by commanding us to publicly read the Parsha
of Parah Adumah from a Sefer Torah, where it states clearly the
prohibition of a Tamei (impure person) entering the Mikdash
while he is impure. This is relevant even nowadays since the area
of the Bais HaMikdash still retains its special kedusha and
sanctity, and we are not permitted to enter that area, with a
penalty of Kares to one who does, as stated in the Mishna
Berura @. We, therefore, still need this reminder every year.

Relevance. Those who go by transport to the Kosel Hamaaravi
do not enter the place of the Mikdash, but those who walk
through the Arab shuk [which must be done safely] must be
careful not to make a wrong turn into the Mikdash area. They
must go with Yerushalmis and others who know the proper way.
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131 W NPT e - The Gemara asks: is the 1 that we may retum a lost ttem if given a yoo, a NI MNT T or is tﬁls a ooN pn?
Are the b p27 and accept a y»o, but X one can only retum an item to someone if he brings o1y, or is simanim alone sufficient
Nn»mu-m? The Gemara says a n'payis if we may retum a va to a rwow before he gave it to the nwx if he only gives us a y»o on the vV3? Since
this has v neix implications which is s, if st WO oo he would have to bring o1y that it's his and a y»o alone would not suffice.

The vy 99 explains that there are 2 ways to leamn the Gemara’s pav. 1-Simanim are not acceptable xm» N because it is possible
(although remote) that 2 items have the same characteristics. 2- We are wwin for a ypw. The claimant might see this item by the rightful owner
and is now using a siman to illegally claim it. And even if this Y never saw the item, it's possible that he got lucky and gave us the right siman.

The msp ['2,'v17] brings a question from the story of xax " [p9n] who was concemned not to be 9> 111 s he told his assistant that before
he hitches 2 mules to his wagon, he should inspect them (tails and ears). If they both have the same type, he can be sure they are the same
species and he may use them together. We see from here that xm T o0, because R’ Abba is using ©y»o to determine o> which is a
NIINT PO, If S0, what is the shaila if simanim are xrwwT? The mxp explains (similar to the yenn» »9), that even if we hold oo
T, when it comes to nmax mawin the Gemara asks that maybe we should be wenn for a s and simanim will not be enough xrm i,
But regarding other miz>ao where there is no wwn of a Y7pw, like by xax 5, simanim may be used to clarify the doubt even armxm.

The y"no [+ "o "] codifies the 3 categories of oy»o. 1) max pnam yoo- for example identifying a hole (33) next to a certain letter in a
vy, or anything similar to this. This is viewed as or1y. 2) ono pnan yo- identifying the length, weight, place. 3) Identifying by color. This is notin
the category of pnam y»o at all. The &9 [ 301 brings the w'Nan bwa 9, that if one gives a pnam y»o it is sufficient proof and we retum
the nmax to him. The o says that the size, quantity, and place are all considered a pnam y»o.

The posuk says: "no »n MM 722 5", Rashi writes: "nind »n 8O n»oa Han’, because Hnn gave over the simanim to Leah. Rashi seems
to be quoting the Gemara [» n>>»a] that asks what does it mean that in the moming it was Leah? It was Leah the night before too? The Gemara
explains that Yaakov didn’t realize it was Leah because Rachel had given her the simanim. The 9" [pwxta 8 M) is P> in the pwd of
Rashi when he says, "nixo »in X2 nova Yane, that since she had given Yaakov the simanim and we hold xn» it oo, she had the y7 of
9N, and Yaakov had the right to be ‘oo that it was Snn and that's what y'w means when he says, "nixo »in 8 nva". Lhalacha it wasn't Leah!

‘1}’31)\ S, —K\,—E{ N\’J_'j N9 (2) ¥:97N NN (1)
R’ Shimshon Pinkus z¢”I would say:

NNOPDN (4) NIV XIP (3)
“MOYN NN NNT PINRD P2 NN NN NN - Rashi says that Tzav denotes Zerizus, to promptly and meticulously fulfill a
mitzvah for the present and also for future generations. Zerizus is the key to our hatzlacha in all matters, spiritual and
physical. Today’s world moves much faster than ever before. I once heard from someone that we should view this as a

message from the Ribono shel Olam: Act quickly or you may lose out!” Mazel Tov to the Radzik &
ArnsteinFamiliesuponthe
u commgchasunaofthelr
childrenHindy & Shmuel*3.
Maytheyoung couple bezoche
tobuild aBayisNe’eman
B'Yisroel ;1% oS

A WiseMan would say: “The young man knows the rules; the old man knows the exceptions.”
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Poarshas Tzav discusses the burnt offering where “The fire on the altar shall burn on it; it shall not go out.” These days,
long after korbanos have been replaced by Tefillah, the “Aish Tamid” - the fire burning on the altar is the fire we must
continuously tend to in our hearts to enable our prayers to be filled with heartfelt meaning. The act of continuously feeding the
fire of Jewish spirituality with prayer, stoking the flame that is on the altar of our souls, not letting that spark peter out, will
keep our fefillos continuously warm and effective. Keeping the fire of prayer burning, even in these strangest of times, not
letting it extinguish, has brought warmth and comfort - and yes, salvation - to people who never knew what it even means.

The Ramat Gan Hesder Yeshivah was established in 1994 by R’ Yaakov Ariel shlita, the Chief Rabbi of Ramat Gan and
one of the leading rabbinic figures there, together with Rabbi Yehoshua Shapira, a young and rising rabbinic force. The
Yeshivah took upon itself to establish a vigorous Torah center in the heart of the Tel Aviv region, to illuminate the city and fill
the center of the Israeli population with the light of Torah in the spirit of community outreach and love of the Jewish people;
to break the spiritual and social barriers and promote achdus, unity among the people of Israel. Today the Yeshivah numbers
over two hundred students and more than one hundred kollel families. Coupled with serious study of the Torah of Eretz
Yisroel and quality service in the IDF, the Israeli army, the Yeshivah’s students engage in a broad spectrum of activities,
reaching thousands of people every year, in the areas of community outreach, welfare, education, and the like.

One of the boys learning at the Yeshivah who served as a soldier in the Givati Brigade told over the following story and it
was posted on the bulletin board in the yeshivah: One night, shortly after the IDF had gone into Gaza, in the middle of a
serious gunbattle with Hamas terrorists, I was in the CHAMA”L war room, attending to my duties. Suddenly, my commander
came up to me and told me: “I have a special mission for you. You are religious, right? You wear a Kippa?”’

I said yes, I am religious. Instantly, he ordered me: “Young man, GO PRAY!”

I said, “WHAT?!” This is a completely non-religious commander, who lives a totally secular lifestyle in Tel Aviv.

He told me, “Listen to me carefully! Right now, we are in trouble and it’s only prayers that can help! For a long time now, a
number of our tanks have been stuck in the northern area of Gaza and they are totally exposed to enemy fire. Hamas shooters
are all around them and there could be a catastrophe brewing if we are not able to fix those tanks. Right now, GO PRAY!
Pray that either we are successful in fixing those exposed tanks or for some reason the Hamas terrorists don’t attack them and
our troops remain safe. Whatever you do, JUST PRAY! We are in a very tough situation!”

It took me - a yeshivah student from Ramat Gan - some time to digest what he wanted from me...

In general, especially with the war going on, I have been having a hard time concentrating on my zefillos and I wasn’t sure
how I would be able to do that now, in this dire time of need. But I went off to another room, took out my siddur and said to
Hashem: “These are Your sons, have rachmanus on them. Rescue them, let them be safe, let there not be a Chilul Hashem.”

I prayed in this manner for about 15 minutes and then returned to the war room, all the while asking Hashem to please
listen to my prayers.

As I walked in, the same chiloni commander came up to me, smiling and very excited! “You have no idea what just
happened here! A minute after you left, the first tank was fixed. It just started working! Then, soon after that, the second one

began to work and after a while, all the tanks were fixed. Our men got back in safely and continued the battle!”
I smiled at him and expressed my happiness at this amazing turn of events. But my smile quickly turned to shock as my

commanding officer suddenly looked at me with serious eyes. In a firm voice, he gave me my orders: “YOU ARE NOT ¥

GOING INTO GAZA, I NEED YOU HERE FOR YOUR PRAYERS!”

(x2-P Onprm) L D B 51: O

Yechezkel HaNavi declares that the presence of a Jew in
exile causes the desecration of Hashem’s Name since as a
member of Hashem’s people, a Jew should be residing in the
Holy Land of Israel. But is not living in Eretz Yisroel really
enough of reason to accuse Klal Yisroel of desecrating
Hashem’s Holy name?

R’ Yonason Eibeschutz z¢£’ expounds on this and says
that the Jews living in exile are creating a Chillul Hashem
because they are too ashamed to even admit that they were
sent into exile due to their sins. He explains further that
human nature is to deflect blame and perhaps the Jews may
even want to blame Eretz Yisroel itself for not being as good
as they had been told it would be, thereby deflecting

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY AN UNEQUALLED HISTORIAN

responsibility for their own sins and failures. While it would
seem to be a foolhardy excuse on its own, Chazal do not
dismiss it out of hand and explain that such an excuse would
not be good enough since Eretz Yisroel is a land that is
impervious to mazel - fortune. In fact, Chazal say that the
“Eyes of Hashem” rest on the Land of Israel thereby making
its fortune under the direct control of Hashem and not under
emissaries of the Almighty.

Thus, when a Jew resides outside of Eretz Yisroel, he is in
essence saying that he does feel that Hashem’s direct
supervision over him is important - and what greater Chillul
Hashem would there be than saying that a Jew - Hashem’s
own child - does not want to engage with the Almighty?
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Aharon Hakohen and his sons were commanded to remain in the Mishkan for the entire DN »». We also find in

"C, Chazal that Moshe Rabbeinu was obligated to dismantle the Mishkan daily during this time. Others maintain that he had to do

this 2 or 3 times a day. (See Rashi Vayikrah 9, 23 and Ramban Shemos 40, 2) How can we reconcile these two derashos? If

’w the Mishkan was disassembled, then how did Aharon remain in it for the full seven days?

The Chasam Sofer z#”’ explains as follows. Moshe didn’t fully take apart the Mishkan. Rather, he lifted each wp out of its

¥ socket one at a time, and then set it right back in its place. He extrapolates this from a Gemara in Shabbos that teaches that a

75 that broke and was repaired, is considered to be new. "X35 X2 MmN O»9". Here too, since the Mishkan was “broken” for a

© *| moment and then “fixed” it was deemed a brand new structure. Since it wasn’t disassembled completely, it’s as if Aharon
¥ ] never vacated it! He goes a step further, and derives a valuable lesson in Avodas Hashem. In order for a person to improve

spiritually, a 180° overnight changeover is not only not required, but ill-advised. Rather, every minute’s change in and of itself,

"C, effects a transformation and achieves a mw1n 079 status as well! As the saying goes: “Rome wasn’t built in a day.”

There’s a valuable thought from the Vilna Gaon zt”’I on Mishlei that complements this idea. 920N DTN NN NON OYYII NN

e o quv 'N-H311977. He explains that if a person attempts too high of a spiritual jump, awaiting the "mx py»on 9nLY Xan" and it

never arrives due to his overreaching, he gets upset and tends to blame Hashem. It is nobody’s fault but his own, says the

AEH Gaon, o 9w, One cannot build a house from the top down!

We must take this lesson to heart and understand that if we wisely use each and every day, building one wap at a time, then

rt“,“"" "2 we will merit the zechus of "N PY»ON 9NVY XaIN" and succeed in our lives, b’ ruchniyus and b’gashmiyus.
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»{ Ywn: Every morning in a small shul on the lower east side,

the same 15-20 people would come to the minyan for

X8| Shachris and over time, became quite close and friendly.

One day, Mendy, one of the members, showed up to

(t davening with a couple of bags in his hand. When the

prayers were almost over, he went to a table in the corner of

'| the room and began unpacking the contents of his bag.

Orange juice, herring, crackers, cookies, a bottle of Chivas

& Regal etc, - it was the traditional “Yahrzeit L’chaim.”

“Hey Mendy,” some members of the minyan called out to

: him, “we didn’t know you had a yahrzeit today!”

“Actually,” answered Mendy, “I don’t. However, yesterday
while crossing the avenue, a car hit me and knocked me over.

I'm all good. This is my Korban Todah, my thank you
offering to the almighty!” All the members enjoyed that
morning’s spread in good spirits.

The next day, another member brought in such a spread.
“You have a yahrzeit today?” someone asked, “Or maybe a
car hit you?” someone else quipped. “No,” he explained, “but
after hearing Mendy’s story yesterday, I got really inspired. I
have been crossing that same avenue everyday for 20 years
now and nothing happened to me - so, Thank You Hashem!”
Swna: There are only four specific situations where a person
who is saved from any of them brings a Korban Todah. It is
strange therefore, that the posuk in Tehillim in place of the
Korban Todah states, "S0 93 12 Wn NTnd "Mn” everyone
will praise Hashem. R’ Chaim Kanievsky z¢’l, explains, that
while there are only four situations that obligate an offering,
every person is obligated to offer his thanks to Hashem.

"C, I spent the entire day in the hospital but Baruch Hashem

(1) .. 1330 85 manan 5p T TN wN
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This posuk is referring to the fire that burned constantly upon the mizbeach (altar) in the Mishkan. Explains the Shlah

*| Hakadosh, R’ Yeshaya Halevi Hurwitz z¢l, these words are a very important message for every Jew. A shulchan, a table, is
.| compared to a mizbeach. In every Jewish home, it is around the shulchan that much time is spent during Shabbosos, Yomim
5 | Tovim and other opportunities to eat together. At every single gathering around the family “altar” a fire must burn. What type
"C, of fire are we referring to? The fire of Torah should always burn at every meal! When people get together and talk about

politics, or even worse, talk Lashon Hara about other people, and not a single Torah thought is said, it is deemed “a gathering

»“ ;‘T:} of fools” and a wasted opportunity to uplift physicality to meaningful and spiritual heights.

In this world, people can get so involved in day to day physical activities like working, eating, running errands, shopping,

Rk exercising and sleeping. People can get so bogged-down in the less important areas of life and completely forget about the

main thing: Torah! Torah! Torah! This includes, Torah thoughts, Torah ideals, and a Torah outlook which must envelope

| rt, every aspect of life. In fact, it is every aspect of life that should be illuminated with the light of Torah.

Especially at this time of year, when we begin our busy preparations for Pesach, let us not forget the purpose and goal of all

”' lour preparations. Pesach is not about cleaning or clothing, and it’s not about food. It is about passing over the true Torah
,“ % | hashkafa to the next generation. The only way we can give Torah to our children, is if it is constantly burning within us.

It is imperative for every Jew to see to it that his personal “Aish Tamid” - as well as the burning passion for Torah

=) : %] and Yiddishkeit of his family - should continue to blaze ahead and fortify his “Mizbeach” - his altar upon which he and his

family devote so much of their lives and their time to - “Lo Sichbeh” - it shall never be extinguished!




