
 jczku ohtuknku oatku ,tyjku vjbnk vkgk vru,v ,tz
 /// ohnkav(zk-z)rxun od sunkk vru, hduvk vcuj - 

    rvkugk vru,v ,tzw :ch,fs htn 'k"rtw :(/he ,ujbn) k"zr uars vz tren k
/oatu ,tyj 'vjbn 'vkug chrev ukhtf 'vru,c exugv kf 'woatku ,tyjku vjbnk
,khj,c wk ,ut ,pxu, hkc) vhk hgchn wvjbnu vkugw ?wvjbnk vkugkw htv 'tcr rnt
tku ,tyj tku vkug tk lhrm ubht vru,c exugv kf :tcr rnt tkt /(vch, kf
hcr rnt /(wudu wvjbn tk vkug tk 'vru,v ,tzw :vru,c c,fb ukhtf) oat tku vjbn
',tyj ,ru,c exugv kf 'woatv ,ru, ,tzu ,tyjv ,ru, ,tzw :ch,fs htn 'ejmh

/k"fg woat chrev ukhtf 'oat ,ru,c exugv kfu /,tyj chrev ukhtf
',hjmb thv ubh,ru,a rhfzvk ah oruthck vnsevfu /,uars aka kkuf vz rntn    
asenv ,hc crja iuhfu 'ubt ubhnhc od lf 'icrec tyujv chhj,v ,hcv inzca oafu
hcru /icrek vrun,f ananv rcsk ubt ohfhrm ,ubcre chrevk ohkufh ubt ihtu
rutva iuhf 'icre ouenc ,snug ,ubcrev ,ru,a ubhbpka cu,fvn ehxv ejmh
ruta 'e"vpxc tcuna hpfu 'icrev ,ru,c iuny icrev jfn ,rrug,nv vausevu
teus utka arusu ;hxun ahek ahr /sgunv ut vumnv ,ru,c iuny sgun ut vumn kf
vzhtc vz vhvh vru,v hekj kfc tkt ',ubcrek vrun,f ohanan ,ubcrev ,ru,
thv icrev ,ause hf /icrev ka ausev rutv lhanvk vc vduvv kufh 'thva ihbg
kf hf 'v,ukkfc vru,vc ostv tmnh uz vauseu 'utruck ostv ,t raenv rutv
lhrm ubht vru,c exuga hna ;hxuvu tcr tc /v"c trucvc ,uecs tmnh vc vduvv
,kgn kct 'vk vnusc tuva rcs kg kkf lrsc ,b,hb vrun, hf ',tzu !icre oua

 

 /// vnhn, vnst vrp lhkt ujehu(vrp ,arp)vrp ,arp ,thre ogy - 
    drrrrccccjjjjnnnnotrek ohchhj vnust vrp ,arpu rufz ,arpa t"h" :(z"x 'v"pr,) c,f 

hrutsn,u,cac ihbn aha ouenk tck ohfhrm ihbn ovk ihta ohcuahv hbc lfhpk 't,h
 wevu /f"g '"t,hhrutsn ova ukt ,uharp gunak hsf ukkvtttt""""ddddnnnnvvvvvc ubhmn ifhvs 'vru,

ch,fs ouan t,hhrutsn tuv rufz ,arp b"vt 'vrp ,arp turek chhja znr oua
/wvrp ,arpw rufzk lhrma tre oua ch,f tk kct '"lkng lk vag rat ,t rufz"

) ohburjtv umrh,u    ooooaaaauuuuccccvvvv    ,,,,dddduuuurrrrgggg 'v"r whx j"ut oooo""""hhhhcccckkkknnnn 'wt whx vvvvssssuuuuvvvvhhhh    ....rrrrtttts"ex 
kdgv vagn ,rhfz cuhj tfhts ouan tuv vz cuhj ka oharav aruaa (sugu
/"wudu rcsnc lhekt wv ,t ,pmev rat ,t jfa, kt rufz" :(z 'y ohrcs) ch,fsf
iuhfs .rh,u /rufz ,arp unf kdgv ,arp trek ube, tk gusn t"dnv vaevu

/kdg vagnv rufzk cuhj tfht p"fgu /if ube, tk ktrah kkfk tuv htbda
h"ar hrcs gushs /t,hhrutsn tuv vrp ,arp vz ogyna ohburjtv urthc z"pku    
vrp 'k"zu vrpv h"g teus vagb vrvyv gusn arsnv hrcsn thcva (,ej ,arp)
lf 'vtumv jbe,u unt tc, urnt /lkn ka ihykp ;bhya vjpa ick kan 'vnst
iueh, tuv vrpva arsnv hrcsc thsvk rtucnu /k"fg "kdgv kg rpf,u vrp tc,

rjt obnt /vk vrun, thva rnuk lhha tku 'icrev ,kgn kg vrh,h thv vru,v
vrh,h vkgnk vfz rcfa rjtn 'u,run,k ut icrek lhrm ubhta htsu vc exuga
vn sckn /vru,c vduvaf lhanvk ostv vfuz vause vnf ihchu snkh vzn /vzn
vfuz 'ubreh vkdu 'ubhasen ,hc onau 'ubrhg vcrj 'ohcrv ubh,ubuugca ouhvf oda

 /ohhe vhv asenv ,hca inzcf ohnurnc jur ,jb rrugk vru,v exg jfc
hrpxc od ,udvk ubh,cujn 'ubh,ru,c ubhrmuhk jur ,jb rrugk hsf okut    
,tu ucck ,t rvyk hsf vru,c ostv vdvha tuv lrc,h ubumr rehg hf 'rxun
scug tuv hnk gshha hsh kg ot hf lf hshk ghdvk ostvk rapt htu 'uh,ushn
ht ,tzu 'vru,c ohduv ubtaf ub,tn ,arsbv vbuufv hvnu rnuk tuv hn oaku

 ogp hk rnta hpfu /rxunv sunhk h"g ot hf dhavk rapthhhhccccrrrr    eeeehhhhssssmmmmvvvv    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvv
kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    rrrrzzzzrrrruuuueeee    kkkkssssbbbbuuuuzzzztcafs 'usunhkc u,ryncu snukv ,buufc huk, kfv ,ntca '

 arpna unfu 'vbuf, h"g trucv ,uksd ,t apjkoooo""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvv;hxuh sunhkva htsu '
usunhk uk ;hxuh tk - vbuf,v ,nfj ,t gshku rhfvk er tc ot kct 'vbunt uk

/uc ihbugn ubhta rcs ,ukdk ghdh tka htsuu u,ryn vbbht uz hf 'vbuntc oukf
vtrhku wv kt cre,vk iumr lu,n vc ohduvaf 'vru,v sunhkc tuv vz ihgf   
uhkg vru,v sunhkc vhumrv vbuufvk ostv vfzha hsfu 'lfk ohfuz ift zt 'u,ut
uvzu 'rxunv sunhkc ohkzkznv vcrv obah ubhbuctsk /rxunv sunhkc ,udvk
ovh,ufhkv ihck ,uchahv hbc ka ovh,ufhkv ihc ohbhjcn ihtu ygnfa orudv
tcaf kct 'usunk, kg seuau cauh vchah icva ;t kg hf 'oh,c hkgcv ka
ihtu ygnf 'ushmk snugv ,hcv kgcv ihck ubhc kscv iht kkp,vk ,xbfv ,hcc
,urhre v,utc kkp,n tuv 'vkhp,v ,sucg ,t r,uh lhrgn vchah icva ohtur

///u,ut ohccxnv oh,c hkgcv ka ,urhvnu
vagv ohnhhenu kdgv ihrfuz ubt vrpv ,arp ,thre h"g 'f"tu /kdgv ka tyjk
kkfc lrum ah gusn k"h vbvs 'z"g sug ;hxuvk ahu /kdgv vagn ,rhfzk t,hhruts

 icun ,rhfzv rta tnkac 'uz vrhfzc ,hkf,v uvn 'kdgv vagn rufzk',hkf,v
ifu 'vbuntv arua ova ,usvh ka ,usuxhv ov ',ca ,rhfzu 'ohrmn ,thmh ,rhfz

?kdgv vagn ,rhfzc ,hkf,v vn kct ',hkf,v icun ,urhfzv kf rta
tuv ,uguca dj vbvs 'kdgv vagn ,rhfzc kusd ,hkf, aha 'rnuk raptu   
tyjc utyj ktrah kkfa vtru 'uhshc ,ujukvu hbhx rvn ubhcr van srha ouhv
ouhv ,t ohaug ubt gusns 'oharpnv wevu /urcabu .rtvk ,ujukv lkav kdgv
r,uh 'urcaba ohbuatrv ,ujukv ,t ktrah kkf kchea vgac ,uguca ka cuy
tva 'wh,u ?unhhe,ba ,uhba ,ujukv ukcheac ruphf ouhc cuy ouhv ,uagk hutr
vagh rat .rtc ehsm ihta 'vz suxh tuv vru,v ,kce kkfca ,uruvk 'tpud
ohehsmv ukhptu 'thva vrhcg vzhtc kafb vhvh sjtu sjt kfu 'tyjh tku cuy
wndc t,htsfu 'kdgv tyjn snkb vz suxh 'f"tu /"oeu ehsm kuph gca" :ch,fsf
vp iuj,p i,hk tkt kdgv ,t ktrah uag tk :huk ic gauvh r"tu" :(:s z"g)
ot ukhpta ,uruvk 'kdgv iurfzc ,hkf,v uvzs 'k"h f"tu /f"g '"vcua, hkgck
vrpv ubhmna unfu 'kdgv tyjc ubhmna unf 'uhfrs ie,k lhha ihhsg 'tyj sjt

!iueh, uk ah tyj sjt ot ukhpta ,uruvk 'tyj u,utk iueh,v vhv

"ibcrs ut t,hhruts ohbnhx" - The Gemara asks: is the ihs that we may return a lost item if given a inhx, a t,hhruts ihs or is this a ohnfj ,be,?
Are the kehn ibcr and accept a inhx, but t,hhrutsn one can only return an item to someone if he brings ohsg, or is simanim alone sufficient
t,hhrutsn? The Gemara says a n"epb is if we may return a yd to a jhka before he gave it to the vat if he only gives us a inhx on the yd? Since
this has aht ,at implications which is t,hhruts, if t,hhruts utk ohbnhx he would have to bring ohsg that it’s his and a inhx alone would not suffice. 
    The gauvh hbp explains that there are 2 ways to learn the Gemara’s epx. 1-Simanim are not acceptable t,hhrutsn because it is possible
(although remote) that 2 items have the same characteristics. 2- We are aauj for a irea. The claimant might see this item by the rightful owner
and is now using a siman to illegally claim it. And even if this irea never saw the item, it’s possible that he got lucky and gave us the right siman. 
    The  [wc 'wybr],ume  brings a question from the story of tct wr [ihkuj] who was concerned not to be ohtkf rcug so he told his assistant that before
he hitches 2 mules to his wagon, he should inspect them (tails and ears). If they both have the same type, he can be sure they are the same
species and he may use them together. We see from here that t,hhruts ohbnhx, because R’ Abba is using ohbnhx to determine ohtkf which is a
t,hhruts ruxht. If so, what is the shaila if simanim are t,hhruts? The ,ume explains (similar to the gauvh hbp), that even if we hold ohbnhx
t,hhruts, when it comes to vshct ,cav the Gemara asks that maybe we should be aauj for a htnr and simanim will not be enough t,hhrutsn.
But regarding other ,uehpx where there is no aaj of a irea, like by tct wr, simanim may be used to clarify the doubt even t,hhrutsn.
    The  [wz 'z"xr n"uj]g"nx  codifies the 3 categories of ohbnhx. 1) rund evcun inhx- for example identifying a hole (ceb) next to a certain letter in a
yd, or anything similar to this. This is viewed as ohsg. 2) o,x evcun inhx- identifying the length, weight, place. 3) Identifying by color. This is not in
the category of evcun inhx at all.The  [wz 'z"xr]t"nr  brings the a"trv oac ruy, that if one gives a evcun inhx it is sufficient proof and we return
the vshct to him. The ruy says that the size, quantity, and place are all considered a evcun inhx.
     The posuk says: "vtk thv vbvu recc hvhu". Rashi writes: "vtk huv tk vkhkc kct", because kjr gave over the simanim to Leah. Rashi seems
to be quoting the Gemara [dh vkhdn] that asks what does it mean that in the morning it was Leah? It was Leah the night before too? The Gemara
explains that Yaakov didn’t realize it was Leah because Rachel had given her the simanim. The k"rvn ]vhrt rud[,hatrc  is ehhsn in the iuak of
Rashi when he says, "vtk huv tk vkhkc kct", that since she had given Yaakov the simanim and we hold t,hhruts ohbnhx, she had the ihs of
kjr, and Yaakov had the right to be lnux that it was kjr and that’s what h"ar means when he says, "vtk huv tk vkhkc". L’halacha it wasn’t Leah! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Shimshon Pinkus zt”l would say:
    “wvkgv ,ru, ,tz rntk uhbc ,tu irvt ,t umw - Rashi says that Tzav denotes Zerizus, to promptly and meticulously fulfill a
mitzvah for the present and also for future generations. Zerizus is the key to our hatzlacha in all matters, spiritual and
physical. Today’s world moves much faster than ever before. I once heard from someone that we should view this as a
message from the Ribono shel Olam: Act quickly or you may lose out!”

A Wise Man would say: “The young man knows the rules; the old man knows the exceptions.”   
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v:txe, (4) tk:uy trehu (3)

Mazel Tov to the Radzik &Mazel Tov to the Radzik &Mazel Tov to the Radzik &Mazel Tov to the Radzik &
Arnstein Families upon theArnstein Families upon theArnstein Families upon theArnstein Families upon the
upcoming chasuna of theirupcoming chasuna of theirupcoming chasuna of theirupcoming chasuna of their

children Hindy & Shmuel children Hindy & Shmuel children Hindy & Shmuel children Hindy & Shmuel h"b....
May the young couple be zocheMay the young couple be zocheMay the young couple be zocheMay the young couple be zoche

to build a Bayis Ne’emanto build a Bayis Ne’emanto build a Bayis Ne’emanto build a Bayis Ne’eman
B’Yisroel  B’Yisroel  B’Yisroel  B’Yisroel  ,rtp,ku oak
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any reason, please send an email
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Chodesh Adar and the Four Parshiyos (4)
Parshas Parah. This Shabbos we take out a second Sefer Torah
and read the beginning of Parshas Chukas which discusses the
Parah Adumah. It details the purification of a person from ritual
uncleanliness caused by coming into contact with a dead body,
by sprinkling the ashes of a burnt red cow and specially
prepared water. The Shulchan Aruch (1) writes that some
opinions hold that the laining of Parshas Parah is a Torah
obligation (D’Oraysa). Some later Poskim [as mentioned in the
Mishna Berura (2)] could not understand the source in the
Torah for such an obligation to read annually the parsha of the
Parah Adumah, especially now that we don’t even have the
mitzvah of Parah Adumah. They, therefore, disagree and rule
that it is only a Rabbinic obligation. The words of the Shulchan
Aruch indeed require explanation.
Explanation of the Steipler Gaon zt”l. The Steipler explains
this ruling by quoting the Malbim at the end of Parshas
Metzorah.  It says there (3): “You shall separate Bnei Yisroel 

      

from them contaminating [my Mikdash].” The Malbim explains
that it is really an obligation upon Beis Din to make public
announcements about the laws regarding not entering into the
Mikdash while tamei (impure), until one becomes purified with
the ashes of the Parah Aduma and the special water. Chazal
chose to do this by commanding us to publicly read the Parsha
of Parah Adumah from a Sefer Torah, where it states clearly the
prohibition of a Tamei (impure person) entering the Mikdash
while he is impure. This is relevant even nowadays since the area
of the Bais HaMikdash still retains its special kedusha and
sanctity, and we are not permitted to enter that area, with a
penalty of Kares to one who does, as stated in the Mishna
Berura (4). We, therefore, still need this reminder every year. 
Relevance. Those who go by transport to the Kosel Hamaaravi
do not enter the place of the Mikdash, but those who walk
through the Arab shuk [which must be done safely] must be
careful not to make a wrong turn into the Mikdash area. They
must go with Yerushalmis and others who know the proper way.



   This posuk is referring to the fire that burned constantly upon the mizbeach (altar) in the Mishkan. Explains the Shlah
Hakadosh, R’ Yeshaya Halevi Hurwitz zt”l, these words are a very important message for every Jew. A shulchan, a table, is
compared to a mizbeach. In every Jewish home, it is around the shulchan that much time is spent during Shabbosos, Yomim
Tovim and other opportunities to eat together. At every single gathering around the family “altar” a fire must burn. What type
of fire are we referring to? The fire of Torah should always burn at every meal! When people get together and talk about
politics, or even worse, talk Lashon Hara about other people, and not a single Torah thought is said, it is deemed “a gathering
of fools” and a wasted opportunity to uplift physicality to meaningful and spiritual heights. 
    In this world, people can get so involved in day to day physical activities like working, eating, running errands, shopping,
exercising and sleeping. People can get so bogged-down in the less important areas of life and completely forget about the
main thing: Torah! Torah! Torah! This includes, Torah thoughts, Torah ideals, and a Torah outlook which must envelope
every aspect of life. In fact, it is every aspect of life that should be illuminated with the light of Torah. 
     Especially at this time of year, when we begin our busy preparations for Pesach, let us not forget the purpose and goal of all
our preparations. Pesach is not about cleaning or clothing, and it’s not about food. It is about passing over the true Torah
hashkafa to the next generation. The only way we can give Torah to our children, is if it is constantly burning within us.

It is imperative for every Jew to see to it that his personal “Aish Tamid” - as well as the burning passion for Torah
and Yiddishkeit of his family - should continue to blaze ahead and fortify his “Mizbeach” - his altar upon which he and his
family devote so much of their lives and their time to - “Lo Sichbeh” - it shall never be extinguished!

     Aharon Hakohen and his sons were commanded to remain in the Mishkan for the entire ohtukhnv hnh. We also find in
Chazal that Moshe Rabbeinu was obligated to dismantle the Mishkan daily during this time. Others maintain that he had to do
this 2 or 3 times a day. (See Rashi Vayikrah 9, 23 and Ramban Shemos 40, 2) How can we reconcile these two derashos? If
the Mishkan was disassembled, then how did Aharon remain in it for the full seven days?
    The Chasam Sofer zt”l explains as follows. Moshe didn’t fully take apart the Mishkan. Rather, he lifted each are out of its
socket one at a time, and then set it right back in its place. He extrapolates this from a Gemara in Shabbos that teaches that a
hkf that broke and was repaired, is considered to be new. "itfk tc ,uasj ohbp". Here too, since the Mishkan was “broken” for a
moment and then “fixed” it was deemed a brand new structure. Since it wasn’t disassembled completely, it’s as if Aharon
never vacated it! He goes a step further, and derives a valuable lesson in Avodas Hashem. In order for a person to improve
spiritually, a 180° overnight changeover is not only not required, but ill-advised. Rather, every minute’s change in and of itself,
effects a transformation and achieves a ,uasj ohbp status as well! As the saying goes: “Rome wasn’t built in a day.”
    There’s a valuable thought from the Vilna Gaon zt”l on Mishlei that complements this idea. ;kx, ost ,kut /tyuj ohkdrc .t"
"uck ;gzh wv-kgu ufrs. He explains that if a person attempts too high of a spiritual jump, awaiting the "u,ut ihghhxn rvyk tcv" and it
never arrives due to his overreaching, he gets upset and tends to blame Hashem. It is nobody’s fault but his own, says the
Gaon, ost ,kut. One cannot build a house from the top down! 
     We must take this lesson to heart and understand that if we wisely use each and every day, building one are at a time, then
v"zgc we will merit the zechus of "u,ut ihghhxn rvyk tcv" and succeed in our lives, b’ruchniyus and b’gashmiyus.                             

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// hase oa kg knjtu(tf-uk ktezjh)

 /// vcf, tk jcznv kg seu, shn, at(u-u)

,tkn ouh sg ohnh ,gca utm, tk sgun kvt j,pnu
 /// ofsh ,t tknh ohnh ,gca hf ofhtkn hnh(dk-j)

 /// vkgv vhkg lrgu recc recc ohmg ivfv vhkg rgcu vcf, tk uc seu, jcznv kg atvu(v-u)
   Parshas Tzav discusses the burnt offering where “The fire on the altar shall burn on it; it shall not go out.” These days,
long after korbanos have been replaced by Tefillah, the “Aish Tamid” - the fire burning on the altar is the fire we must
continuously tend to in our hearts to enable our prayers to be filled with heartfelt meaning. The act of continuously feeding the
fire of Jewish spirituality with prayer, stoking the flame that is on the altar of our souls, not letting that spark peter out, will
keep our tefillos continuously warm and effective. Keeping the fire of prayer burning, even in these strangest of times, not
letting it extinguish, has brought warmth and comfort - and yes, salvation - to people who never knew what it even means.
    The Ramat Gan Hesder Yeshivah was established in 1994 by R’ Yaakov Ariel shlita, the Chief Rabbi of Ramat Gan and
one of the leading rabbinic figures there, together with Rabbi Yehoshua Shapira, a young and rising rabbinic force. The
Yeshivah took upon itself to establish a vigorous Torah center in the heart of the Tel Aviv region, to illuminate the city and fill
the center of the Israeli population with the light of Torah in the spirit of community outreach and love of the Jewish people;
to break the spiritual and social barriers and promote achdus, unity among the people of Israel. Today the Yeshivah numbers
over two hundred students and more than one hundred kollel families. Coupled with serious study of the Torah of Eretz
Yisroel and quality service in the IDF, the Israeli army, the Yeshivah’s students engage in a broad spectrum of activities,
reaching thousands of people every year, in the areas of community outreach, welfare, education, and the like.
    One of the boys learning at the Yeshivah who served as a soldier in the Givati Brigade told over the following story and it
was posted on the bulletin board in the yeshivah: One night, shortly after the IDF had gone into Gaza, in the middle of a
serious gunbattle with Hamas terrorists, I was in the CHAMA”L war room, attending to my duties. Suddenly, my commander
came up to me and told me: “I have a special mission for you. You are religious, right? You wear a Kippa?”
    I said yes, I am religious. Instantly, he ordered me: “Young man, GO PRAY!”
    I said, “WHAT?!” This is a completely non-religious commander, who lives a totally secular lifestyle in Tel Aviv.
    He told me, “Listen to me carefully! Right now, we are in trouble and it’s only prayers that can help! For a long time now, a
number of our tanks have been stuck in the northern area of Gaza and they are totally exposed to enemy fire. Hamas shooters
are all around them and there could be a catastrophe brewing if we are not able to fix those tanks. Right now, GO PRAY!
Pray that either we are successful in fixing those exposed tanks or for some reason the Hamas terrorists don’t attack them and
our troops remain safe. Whatever you do, JUST PRAY! We are in a very tough situation!”
     It took me - a yeshivah student from Ramat Gan - some time to digest what he wanted from me...
     In general, especially with the war going on, I have been having a hard time concentrating on my tefillos and I wasn’t sure
how I would be able to do that now, in this dire time of need. But I went off to another room, took out my siddur and said to
Hashem: “These are Your sons, have rachmanus on them. Rescue them, let them be safe, let there not be a Chilul Hashem.” 
    I prayed in this manner for about 15 minutes and then returned to the war room, all the while asking Hashem to please
listen to my prayers.
    As I walked in, the same chiloni commander came up to me, smiling and very excited! “You have no idea what just
happened here! A minute after you left, the first tank was fixed. It just started working! Then, soon after that, the second one
began to work and after a while, all the tanks were fixed. Our men got back in safely and continued the battle!”
     I smiled at him and expressed my happiness at this amazing turn of events. But my smile quickly turned to shock as my
commanding officer suddenly looked at me with serious eyes. In a firm voice, he gave me my orders: “YOU ARE NOT
GOING INTO GAZA, I NEED YOU HERE FOR YOUR PRAYERS!”                                                                                            
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 /// vsu,v jcz kg chrevu ubchreh vsu, kg ot(ch-z)
llllyyyynnnn: Every morning in a small shul on the lower east side,
the same 15-20 people would come to the minyan for
Shachris and over time, became quite close and friendly.
   One day, Mendy, one of the members, showed up to
davening with a couple of bags in his hand. When the
prayers were almost over, he went to a table in the corner of
the room and began unpacking the contents of his bag.
Orange juice, herring, crackers, cookies, a bottle of Chivas
Regal etc, - it was the traditional “Yahrzeit L’chaim.”
    “Hey Mendy,” some members of the minyan called out to
him, “we didn’t know you had a yahrzeit today!”
   “Actually,” answered Mendy, “I don’t. However, yesterday
while crossing the avenue, a car hit me and knocked me over.
I spent the entire day in the hospital but Baruch Hashem

 

I’m all good. This is my Korban Todah, my thank you
offering to the almighty!” All the members enjoyed that
morning’s spread in good spirits.
    The next day, another member brought in such a spread.
“You have a yahrzeit today?” someone asked, “Or maybe a
car hit you?” someone else quipped. “No,” he explained, “but
after hearing Mendy’s story yesterday, I got really inspired. I
have been crossing that same avenue everyday for 20 years
now and nothing happened to me - so, Thank You Hashem!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: There are only four specific situations where a person
who is saved from any of them brings a Korban Todah. It is
strange therefore, that the posuk in Tehillim in place of the
Korban Todah states,  vk ughrv vsu,k runzn"kf".rtv  everyone
will praise Hashem. R’ Chaim Kanievsky zt”l, explains, that
while there are only four situations that obligate an offering,
every person is obligated to offer his thanks to Hashem.

    Yechezkel HaNavi declares that the presence of a Jew in
exile causes the desecration of Hashem’s Name since as a
member of Hashem’s people, a Jew should be residing in the
Holy Land of Israel. But is not living in Eretz Yisroel really
enough of reason to accuse Klal Yisroel of desecrating
Hashem’s Holy name?
     R’ Yonason Eibeschutz zt”l expounds on this and says
that the Jews living in exile are creating a Chillul Hashem
because they are too ashamed to even admit that they were
sent into exile due to their sins. He explains further that
human nature is to deflect blame and perhaps the Jews may
even want to blame Eretz Yisroel itself for not being as good
as they had been told it would be, thereby deflecting

responsibility for their own sins and failures. While it would
seem to be a foolhardy excuse on its own, Chazal do not
dismiss it out of hand and explain that such an excuse would
not be good enough since Eretz Yisroel is a land that is
impervious to mazel - fortune. In fact, Chazal say that the
“Eyes of Hashem” rest on the Land of Israel thereby making
its fortune under the direct control of Hashem and not under
emissaries of the Almighty.
    Thus, when a Jew resides outside of Eretz Yisroel, he is in
essence saying that he does feel that Hashem’s direct
supervision over him is important - and what greater Chillul
Hashem would there be than saying that a Jew - Hashem’s
own child - does not want to engage with the Almighty?
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