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— D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DoviDp PINCUSs zT"L

‘ THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF 1M 7m1 12 3py" anm 5m =} PESI7R ‘
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH Excellent Advice

(1 ) XIp”) 120N XD 02T BY TN TN WX
A constant fire shall be kindled on the altar; it shall not go out. (Fayikra 6:6)

I heard an eitzab that is a real jewel. We just need “Let there be light” - and created light....

to make a habit of it. It is built on three principles:
praying, praying a lot, and the power of Torah. Early Torah sources explain that this is the

Regarding the power of Torah, it is written: meaning also of the following verse:

Wyl Y ' 9272 - By the word of DONY1 2¥1 7727 ‘0 0YivY - Always,
Hashem, the heavens were made.! Hashem, Your word stands up in the heavens.?
It says in the Zohar concerning this: Hashem’s utterance of ¥>p7 > — “Let there be a

firmament” — is what sustains the heavens at every
Hashem looked in the Torah and created

moment. It keeps them standing up.
the world. He looked in the words mx 1> — P §tp

1 Tehillim 33:6. 2 Ibid 119:89.
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Along these lines, the Torah’s words 979 8971 -
“He shall surely heal” — hold within them all the
power of healing in the world. The words D2 N2
m°22 Tnawa - “You shall speak in them when you
sit in your house” — contain the trait of hasmadah
and its power. And so forth.

In light of the above, if a person wishes to daver
over a certain matter, he should recite a pasuk that
speaks of the matter he needs, saying the pasuk as a
plea to Hashem. He will thus have not only Tefilah
but also the special Torah power that these holy
words contain. He will be utilizing the particular
word of Hashem, contained in these words of Torah,
that is specifically relevant to the issue. In this way he
will attain what he seeks.

This teaching of the Shelah Hakadosh is quoted
also in the name of the great Mekubal R. Moshe
Cordovero, that if a sinful or vain thought comes
into a person’s head, he should recite, with great

If he offers it to give thanks. (FVayikra7:12)

There are four types of offerings: Olah, Chatas,
Asham and Shelamim. The Korban Shelamim, the
peace offering, is not brought because of a sin. It is
a korban a person brings because he wants to “share”

his simchah with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. When he
brings this type of korban, he receives most of the

intensity, the verse from this week’s parshah: wx
120N XY nama Y TR TR - “A constant fire
shall be kindled on the altar; it shall not go out,” and
he should repeat it again and again.

Based on this, we could say the following. If
a person who regularly suffers from undesirable
thoughts will set aside a time to recite these words
a hundred times a day, or five hundred times, he
will be performing a three-fold activity: praying,
praying repeatedly, and drawing zaharah and
kedushah upon himself by means of the words
themselves, for this is their inherent quality, as
explained above.

If a person keeps this up every day, and recites the
pasuk dozens or hundreds of times, and after he grows
accustomed to it, he adds more and more, until he
eventually comes to recite this verse, this fervent plea,
thousands of times, as time goes on he will experience
illumination and derive tremendous benefit.

(20,7 X9) 227 717IR Yy DX

meat for himself to eat, the koben gets the certain
cuts that are to go to him from a korban, and the
eimurim, the fats and innards specified by the Torah,
are burned on the Mizbeach. Thus, all parties “share”
in this korban and benefit from it.

And what about a Korban Todah?
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An additional requirement of the Korban Todah
is that forty loaves of bread are brought along with it.
These loaves are to be eaten partially by the kobanim
and partially by the bringer of the offering.

When a person brought a Korban Shelamim,
he received a lot of meat, and had a limited time-
period to eat it. Since he couldn’t finish it all himself
that day and night and following day, and there is a
mitzvah to finish the meat, he would invite people
to partake of it with him. He would typically invite
friends and relatives.

With the Korban Torah, the time factor is
even more pressing. He has a day less to eat it, and
there are also the forty loaves of bread that come
along with it, which also must be eaten within the
specified time-period. So the bringer of the korban
would need to invite a lot more people.

Since alot of people would thus be at the banquet
of the korban, this would publicize the miracles and
kindnesses of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, since a person
would bring a Korban Todah in order to give thanks
for a chesed and nes that Hashem did for him.

When Hashem does chesed for a person, he should
publicize it, he should tell people about it. This is a

very important thing.

About the Korban Todab it says:

\ TOPI %

Command Aharon and his sons, saying...

5IP3 NN AN A2 YYD 17907
oy — They shall recount His deeds with
joyous song... and elevate Him in the

congregation of the people.!

This is why, in the chapter of Tebillim called
Mizmor I"Todab, it says:

X 2 'Y i — Give thanks with
bugle blows to Hashem, all the earth.?

We need to thank Hashem with a loud voice and
make His Name known in all the earth.

N'IPN 1 D\U31 ﬂ'ﬁﬂ nay n;TN 7[5 - To
You I will offer a thanksgiving offering, and
I will call out the Name of Hashem.3

When we speak about Hakadosh Baruch Hu
and publicize His acts of chesed, we bring health
and happiness and everything good to the people
around us. Because when people hear our story, it
causes them to recognize Hashem and love Him and
attach to Him. And that is the source of everything
good in the world. e

1 Tehillim 107:22,32.
2 Ibid 100:1.
3 Ibid 116:17.

/.rizus

(3 N NWP”) .'TT)N'? 1712 NX) '[71'[?_( DX X
. (Vayikra 7:2)

Tzav is an exhortation to have zrizus. (Rashi)

Doing Deeds

Sefer Mesilas Yesharim speaks about the trait
of zrizus, of alacrity:

Zrizus has two parts, the first before
one acts, and the second, after one
acts. Before one performs an action,

zrizus entails not missing out on the
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opportunity to perform the mitzvah.
Rather, when its time comes, or when
the opportunity presents itself, or when
one thinks of doing it, one should rush
to act, to grab hold of it and perform it,
and not allow time to pass in between,
because this is the greatest danger.
Every second that passes, something
could come up to hinder a person from

performing the good act.

Accordingly, we see that all deeds of
tzaddikim are always performed quickly. It
says about Avraham, “Avraham hurried to
the tent, to Sarah, and said, ‘Hurry.... he
gave to thelad, and hurried...”! It says about
Rivkah, “She hurried and poured out her
bucket....”? It says similarly in the Midrash
[about Manoach’s wife]: ““The woman
hurried....” This teaches that all the deeds
of tzaddikim are performed quickly.* They
do not allow time to intervene, neither
before starting the mitzvah nor before
finishing it.>

The Ramchal is teaching us that the first point
in zrizus is doing the deed. The moment a person
thinks to do a mitzvah, “He should rush to act.”
Why? “Because this is the greatest danger. Every
second that passes, something could come up to
hinder him from performing the good act.” In one
second, a person could lose everything, because a
lot of things happen in the world. This is the way
the world is.

Chazal say:

1 Bereishis ch. 18.

2 Ibid 24.

3 Shoftim ch. 13.

4 Bemidbar Rabbah ch. 10.

5 Mesilas Yesharim ch. 7, “Explanation of the parts of
Zrizus.”
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Every day, a Heavenly voice goes out
from Har Chorev and says, “Woe to

people, because of the insult to Torah.”

Obviously, not everyone hears this Heavenly
voice. This brings the masters of avodah to ask
who benefits from this voice, and who even hears

it?

follows. Sometimes

The

inspiration awakens within a person, and he

answer is as
wants to strengthen his Torah learning or mitzvah
observance, and he decides he will finish Shas,
or daven with more kavanah, or perform the
mitzvah of sukkah more perfectly, and so forth.
All these decisions stem from the Heavenly voice
that goes out from Har Chorev. So when a person
feels this inspiration, when he so to speak hears
the Heavenly voice from Har Chorev, he needs
to realize how important it is not to miss the
moment. He needs to getinto action immediately,
to start translating his decisions into actual deeds

right away.
This is the metaphor that the Tanach offers:

DT DY 37N K3 A M OTT 0
niyay1 Sy xapn — The sound of my
Beloved, behold, He is coming! He
is skipping over the mountains; He is

jumping over the hills.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu acts fast. He hurries His
world, so to speak. He brings inspiration to it for
a mere moment, and whoever catches it while it is
there will succeed, and whoever missed it, missed
it. That’s it; Hashem already moved on. Hashem

“skips” and “jumps” along, so to speak.

We can hear a clear message from Shir

6 Shemos Rabbah 41:7.
7 Shir Hashirim 2:8.



Hashirim that we need to translate our good
intentions into good deeds immediately:

MY ONNR 07 ONNg POl OTT 5p
'nnan M — The sound of my Beloved
knocking: “Open for Me, My sister, My
spouse, My dove, My perfect one.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu is knocking on the door
for us, using all loving expressions: “My sister, My

spouse, My dove, My perfect one.”

1777 2007 "DiXp YU KN WKW -
Because My head is full of dew, and My
locks of the dampness of night.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants to come in. He
asks, so to speak, of every Jew: Please let Me into

your home, into your life; please learn another

daf Gemara.

And what did the Jewish people answer to
Hashem when they heard Him knocking and
asking to be let in? Did they say that they don’t
want to let Him in the door? No, they answered

as follows:

PRENT MWK AIPK NN DX NV
DOIVX 122K V31 NX - I took off my
cloak already, how can I put it on again?
I washed my feet, how can I get them

dirty again?™

The Jewish people said, so to speak: Right
now, [ am tired. Tomorrow morning, first thing,

I will open a Gemara and sit down to learn with

hasmadab...
But Hakadosh Baruch Hu doesn’t wait for us.

na o i YWY 79T — My Beloved
put His hand in through the hole.™

There is a hole next to the door, and after

8 Ibid 5:2.
9 Ibid.

10 Ibid v. 3.
11 Ibid v. 4.
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Hashem put His hand through it, so to speak, and
I saw His hand, then I looked through the hole
and I saw that He left.

oY NI oym - And my innards longed for
Him.!?

When I saw that He left, I longed so much to
draw close to Him!

And then,

Y1377 NRoY 2IX *nnp — I got up to open for my
Beloved.®

This signifies that the Jewish people did
complete teshuvah.

7in 39V1 > — My hands were dripping with
myrrh.!

The scent of myrrh and other perfumes spreads
far. This expresses the idea that the Jewish people
called out to “my Beloved,” to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, to come back to them.

But there was nothing that could be done at
that point:

72y pnn >7iT - My Beloved left and

moved on."®

It was too late.

PRI IPDREN K7 IPRYRI 17272 ARY) YW
213y K91 — My soul went out when He spoke. I
looked for Him but I could not find Him; I called

out to Him but He did not answer me.!®

If you wait a minute too long, you lose
everything. Yes, you did it all, you did your
hishtadlus and you made your chizuk. But the
train left already. Without you.

The Torah says:

If you leave me for one day, I will leave

you for two days."”

12 Ibid.

13 Ibid v. 5.

14 Ibid.

15 Ibid v. 6.

16 Ibid.

17 Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachos 9:5.
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If we don’t grab hold of the Torah for a day,
there is already two days’ distance between us and
the Torah. The train keeps on going. The world
keeps moving forward. This is how Hakadosh
Baruch Hu runs His world. Which is why Chazal
say:

nxnY onvIpn 01 — Those who

have zrizus, do mitzvos early.'®

The word Dnpn in the above-quoted
teaching could also be interpreted to mean
“introduction,” TnTPi1. This implies that the trait
of zrizus serves as an introduction to keeping
mitzvos, since without it, we can’t really do

mitzvos, because they simply slip away from us.

Zrizus is more than just a praiseworthy quality

to attain. There is a more fundamental point here.

Everything in the world has a message that it

speaks to us. For instance, it is written:

YT APYM TR TiAD 07900 DNV
771 In- The heavens recount the
glory of G-d, and the firmaments tell
about the work of His hands.?

How do “the heavens recount the glory of
G-d”? Let’s talk about the sun. One of the amazing
things in the natural world is that the sun rises
every day in the east and sets in the west. The sun
has a certain path. This is one of the facts that
scientists brought as proof that the earth revolves

on an axis.

18 Pesachim 4a.
19 Tehillim 19:2.
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Thereisamessage here. The sun moves millions
of miles a day, and its illumination travels to us
at the speed of 186,000 miles a second. This is
the speed of light. This is the speed of the natural
world. It’s pretty fast. We don’t usually notice it;

what does it teach us?

The ancients explained that this movement,

this speed, makes tremendous noise.

If not for the noise of the multitudes in Rome,

we would hear the noise of the orbit of the sun.?°

The sound coming from the great metropolis
of Rome drowns out the noise of the orbit of
the sun, implying that the movement of the sun
would theoretically make a tremendous amount

of noise.

This noise, the natural movement of the sun as

it orbits at a great speed, is the “song” of the sun.

The sun’s very existence stems from its song.
When Yehoshua stood in Givon and wished to
stop the sun, he did not say Ty pyaxa wnw -
“May the sun in Givon stand in its place,” but
rather 017 1231 wnw - “May the sun in Givon
fall silent.”*" As long as the sun moves, it praises
Hashem, and this is where its power to exist

comes from.?

In other words, its song makes it move, and
its movement is its song. These two things are

actually one.

From this we learn that speed, zrizus, is the

song of the world.

20 Yoma 20b.
21 Yehoshua 10:12.
22 Yalkut Shimoni, Yehoshua 22.
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