
Haman YM”S was getting ready for bed...

*Apparently Haman was not very 
good at spelling in Yiddish.

He continued...

He never was able to name the game, 
as he was hanged the next day.

In his memory they named the game 
Hang-ha-man!

Haman YM”S woke up in the morning extremely excited 
screaming, “Modeh l’ani!” He had invented a game!

Baruch Ani 
Hamapil es 

morderchai v’es 
Hayehudim...

what a sweet 
dream this 

will be...

Do you know the 
first Hebrew letter 

of the name of 
Morderchai...

ט“ז ניסן  3404

 the son  ,אפלוֹטס son of  ,בּוּזה son of ,סרח son of ,המדתאָ was born to המן הרשע ימח שמוֹ
of דיוֹסף, son of דיוֹסים, son of פרוֹס, son of מעדי, son of בלעקן, son of אנתימרוֹס, son of
 who was the son of the wicked ויזתא son of ,פרמשתא son of ,נגר son of ,שגר son of ,הרידוֹס
King אגג. He was a barber who rose to become second to the king and was recognized 
as one of the richest gentiles. המן could not enjoy his power and wealth. He had many 
similarities to the first ׁנחש, who was the highest creature, yet he was unhappy with his 
lot. The only sweet memory we have of המן is a hamantash, a 3-cornered cookie. It 
represents the זכוּת of the 3 אבוֹת, who weakened his power and sealed his fate forever!

And now the letters 
for “Yiddishe Kop” - 

yud and chaf.*

Let’s think of 
a name for this 

game!

What Hebrew 
letter would make 
the hanging part 
thick and strong....

If a person 
is hanged then 

his feet will be... 
“daled”ing - ha!
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Perushei Purim

The ׁהָמָנְטאַש makes all the difference. In set theory it marks 
the difference between two sets, and in calculus it is the gradient 
providing direction up or down, left or right on many surfaces. Modern 
architecture uses the ׁהָמָנְטאַש principle to build the Geodesic dome—
the strongest structural arrangements known to man. The architect 
Buckminster Fuller became famous with his Geodesic domes, but 
actually, "Geodesic" is just a fancy name for dozens of הָמָנְטאַשׁעֶן 
pressed together.

Education: 
I don't want to point fingers, but I know schools whose 

regular point system has failed, and in which abstract concepts come 
out half baked in students minds. The ׁהָמָנְטאַש, by contrast, is fully 
baked and converts difficult geometry into a piece of cake, making it as 
easy as pi.

As part of the curriculum, the ׁהָמָנְטאַש will add flavor to dull 
classes, and give students something real to sink their teeth into. 
Instead of forcing it down students' throats, they will now enjoy every 
bit of it. Furthermore, הָמָנְטאַשׁעֶן are an invaluable teaching resource 
and educational tool. A refreshing substitute for those hard, inedible 
plastic protractors, הָמָנְטאַשׁעֶן are available in all kinds of triangles, 
isosceles, equilateral even right triangles. The ׁהָמָנְטאַש can thus serve a 
dual purpose, both as a handy triangle in the classroom, and a hearty 
snack in the cafeteria. In any case, it's food for thought.

Psychology: Psychologists have found that life is one long 
series of appointments and disappointments. Disappointments, in 

turn, are caused by going around in circles, the result of which is that 
people fail to see any point in life. Without a point in life, people 
wander aimlessly. This in turn leads some to contemplate suicide and 
other points of no return.

The ׁהָמָנְטאַש poignantly demonstrates that there is a point to 
life. It points us towards a definite aim and goal. It drives the point 
home, providing us with a sense of purpose and direction. Then there 
is also a very fine point, which psychologists refer to as the point of 
pointlessness. As the תלמוד points out, "A person should rejoice on 
 and הָמָן to the point of not knowing the difference between פּוּרִים
.מרדכי

You are probably wondering. "So what's the point of all this 
nonsense? Isn't this stretching the point a little too far?" You have a 
very good point there. But we are not here to just to score points. The 
primary point of this treatise is to point out the main point of 
 ,משלוח מנות observance of פּוּרִים to use them in the—הָמָנְטאַשׁעֶן
sending food gifts to friends. This is such an important מצוה, that we 
have no alternative but to stress the point over and over again.

So without belaboring the point any further, let me give it to 
you point blank: Share the holiday spirit and promote unity by sending 
a food gift of at least 2 edibles, preferably including a ׁהָמָנְטאַש, on 
      .day פּוּרִים

לְמִיד Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת תַּ

Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades, ן טֶּ רוּמַת הַבֶּ (שליט״א with kind permission from  the Purim Rebbe) and more ,תְּ
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These two officers came from טוּרְסִי 
and naturally spoke the difficult טַרְסִי 
language. They were related to וַשְתִי, 

the 1st queen of מֶלֶךְ אֲחַשְוֵרוֹש. They were also related 
to הָמָן הָרָשָע. When queen וַשְתִי was killed, they were 
hopeful that the king would choose the daughter of 
מָרְדְכַי  .In revenge, they plotted to kill the king .הָמָן
 who ,אֶסְתֵר overheard their plot and informed הַיְהוּדִי
informed the king in מָרְדְכַי’s name. They were hung and אֶסְתֵר asked that 
this episode be recorded and the reward be given at a later time. This 
episode lead to the downfall of הָמָן.
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)מִשְׁלֵי י:ז(…וְשֵׁם רְשָׁעִים יִרְקָב

יק יבַת מָרְדְכַי הַצַדִׁ  יְשִׁ
Special Purim Learning  Program 
— Learn for 45 minutes after 
ית ים on שַחֲרִׁ  in Mesivta Torah פּוּרִׁ
Vodaath at 425 East 9th Street 
(or contact your local branch 
coordinator for the location nearest 
you). Prizes for all boys who 
participate. Please join us! Fathers 
welcome!

קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

Continued from page 3.3



�וּרִים  ת  סְע�וּדַת פוּ הִלְכ�וֹ

ד ְ�ע�וֹ

ה.1 רָׂ ר lived for 127 years and שָׂ  .ruled over 127 provinces אֶסְתֵּ

2.The גר״א points out that the סוּק  ,times 3 הגלה uses the word פָׂ

alluding to the 3 times that רְדְכַי ל was exiled from מָׂ אֵּ  and he אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׂ

returned. This showed his tremendous חַבִיבוּת for ל אֵּ מְגִילַת ) אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׂ

ר ב:ו .(אֶסְתֵּ

1.How many times was ָׂרְדְכַי ֵּל exiled from מ ָׂא  ?אֶרֶץ יִשְר

2.What is the connection between ָׂה ָׂר  and the powerful kingdom ש

of ֵּרוֹש ?אֲחַשְו

3.How many of the 26 “mistakes” can you find in this week issue?

ה.1 רָׂ ר lived for 127 years and שָׂ  .ruled over 127 provinces אֶסְתֵּ

2.The גר״א points out that the סוּק  ,times 3 הגלה uses the word פָׂ

alluding to the 3 times that רְדְכַי ל was exiled from מָׂ אֵּ  and he אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׂ

returned. This showed his tremendous חַבִיבוּת for ל אֵּ מְגִילַת ) אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׂ

ר ב:ו .(אֶסְתֵּ

1.How many times was ָׂרְדְכַי ֵּל exiled from מ ָׂא  ?אֶרֶץ יִשְר

2.What is the connection between ָׂה ָׂר  and the powerful kingdom ש

of ֵּרוֹש ?אֲחַשְו

3.How many of the 26 “mistakes” can you find in this week issue?

Mis-stories   Megillahof 
the

Halacha 

Corne
r *Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Di Lo Yodah Moment Questions    weekend תוספות

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

Focuson

Lomdus

Scholarly

Shmoozing*

Shmoozies

of 
the

• Before the סְעוּדָה, one should learn תּוֹרָה for a little while.  (
זוּ  אוֹרָהוְדַרְשִינָן  -וְשִמְחָה  אוֹרָהלַיְהוּדִים הָיְתָה  -זֵכֶר לַדָבָר 

.(תּוֹרָה

.פוּרִים thirty days beforehand. This starts on פֶסַח We should inquire [begin to learn] about the laws of – שוֹאַלִים בְהִלְכוֹת הַפֶסַח שְלוֹשִים יוֹם קוֹדֶם הַפֶסַח •

☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

 is a time of great joy and it is also a time when people do not פּוּרִים

take things quite as seriously as they do the rest of the year. It is with 

this in mind that we present some mystifying questions and answers 

about the ה :מְגִלָּ
Question: Why did ן מָּ  want to annihilate the entire Jewish הָּ

population on one day? What was his rush? Killing a whole nation 

surely takes more than ONE day?

Answer: ן מָּ  הקב״ה was especially wicked. He realized that הָּ

might foil his plans and save us. If this were to happen, he reasoned, 

there would be yet another Jewish holiday. ן מָּ  didn't want us to הָּ

have more than one day of rejoicing, so he plotted our demise to be 

only ONE day. 
      ☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

 Question: Where is the ה ג for the רֶמֶז מִן הַתּוֹרָּ  to bang מִנְהָּ

three times during the year  ה א רַבָּ בוֹת we bang the הוֹשַעְנָּ עֶרֶב יוֹם  ,עַרָּ

רוֹת we give each other כִפּוּר ן we bang for פּוּרִים and מַלְקוֹת with כַפָּּ מָּ ?הָּ

Answer: The סוּק ה תַכֶה" פָּּ ה  "הַכֵּ בוֹת is הַכֵּ י תֵּּ אשֵּ ן :רָּ מָּ רוֹת ,הָ  פָּּ  כָ 

and הה וֹשַעְנָּא רַבָּ  (Reb Eizel Chariff, זצ"ל, added that on these days [

ה א רַבָּ ג there is a [פּוּרִים and יוֹם כִפּוּר ,הוֹשַעְנָּ  to eat kreplach as is מִנְהָּ

ז ה הָ   תַכֶה in the other word מְרוּמָּ רְבֵּ  [kreplach]  ָיסְנִיםכָ אכַל ת ). 

 Question: ם הָּ ן was אַבְרָּ ה the מְתַקֵּ ז it is  שַחֲרִית of תְּפִלָּ  מְרוּמָּ

by the 2nd letter of his name ם הָּ רָּ קֶר = בּ) אַ בָ  ק ;(בָּ  ן was יִצְחָּ  the מְתַקֵּ

ה ה of תְּפִלָּ ז as is מִנְחָּ יִם = צ) by the 2nd letter of his name מְרוּמָּ רָּ הָּ  ;(צָ 

ן was יַעֲקֹב ה the מְתַקֵּ ז as is מַעַרִיב of תְּפִלָּ  by the 2nd letter of his מְרוּמָּ

name (רְבִיתעָ  = ע ). Who was ן ה the מְתַקֵּ תִיקִיןוָ  to daven תְּפִלָּ ?

Answer: לוֹט  the 2nd letter of his name begins with a ו. (If 

you will ask that we find in אשִית  is spelled לוֹט that [25 ,37]  בְרֵּ

without a ו  we learn from here: some days he never woke up in time 

and therefore it is ר סֵּ  .(חָּ
      ☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

 Question: Where is the ה מְחוּיָּב  that one is רֶמֶז מִן הַתּוֹרָּ

דַע י בְפּוּרִיָּא עַד דְלאֹ יָּ  until you can’t פּוּרִים to drink on  לְבְסוּמֵּ

remember?
Answer: כַר שַר הַמַשְקִים  .וְלאֹ זָּ

      ☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

 Question: Where is there a proof ה בוֹת that the מִן הַתּוֹרָּ  אָּ

drank on the day of פּוּרִים?

Answer: ק ל אֶת יִצְחָּ מֵּ דוֹל בְיוֹם הִיגָּ ם מִשְתֶּה גָּ הָּ  the  וַיַעֲש אַבְרָּ

word ל מֵּ ה is the letters of הִיגָּ ם  in a different order מְגִילָּ הָּ  drank a אַבְרָּ

lot on the day of the ה  .מְגִלָּ
      ☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

ר וְנוֹחַ  ר לְחֹדֶש אֲדָּ שָּ ה עָּ בְיוֹם שְלֹשָּ
)אסתר ט:יז(… 

 

On the thirteenth day of the month Adar and Noach… 

 Question: What is  ַנוֹח’s connection with the ה ?מְגִלָּ

Answer: ן מָּ רְדְכַי was very upset with הָּ  and did not know מָּ

how to deal with the problem. His wife זֶרֶש suggested that he make 

gallows 50 אַמוֹת (cubits) high upon which they would hang רְדְכַי ן .מָּ מָּ  הָּ

went all around town, searching for a massive wooden beam.

Suddenly, he remembered that many years ago  ַנוֹח had 

built a ה בָּ  wide, so he presumably had some very אַמוֹת which was 50 תֵּּ

large pieces of lumber. ן מָּ  and נוֹחַ  searched until he finally found הָּ

said to him, “Do me a favor, please lend me a wooden beam 50 אַמוֹת 

long.”
The elderly  ַנוֹח asked the wicked ן מָּ  Could you please tell“ ,הָּ

me what you need this for?”

ן מָּ רְדְכַי replied, “I want to hang הָּ ”.מָּ

 began to yell, “Are you crazy? Do you think I am going to נוֹחַ 

permit you to hang רְדְכַי ”?on my lumber צַדִיק the מָּ

ן מָּ  trying to get the beam away ,נוֹחַ  began to fight with הָּ

from him.  ַנוֹח held on to it with all his might, but unfortunately, ן מָּ  ,הָּ

being much younger, dragged the beam together with  ַנוֹח all the way 

into the ה  .מְגִלָּ
Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades, ן טֶּ בֶּּ תָה  רוּמ   and more ,ת 

(with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe שליט״א) 

Ad D’Lo Yada Moment: רִים ?Riddles of the Smart!*Who was the first person in [un]recorded history to have a servant named Friday — מְלִיצַת יְשָׁ

*Found in an early version of Midrash SmartScroll

ֵּר ֵּר ,When she was taken to the king’s palace .אֶסְת ֵּר was given seven maidservants as was customary in those times. The Persians did not have a seven day week and אֶסְת ָּת did not want them to realize that she did not work on אֶסְת ַׁב ֵּר ,as that would have given away the heretofore unknown fact of her being a practicing Jewess. Therefore ש ֵּר .made arrangements for a different maid serve her on each day of the week and she named the maids Sunday, Monday…Friday (in Persian) אֶסְת ָּת named the אֶסְת ַׁב ָּה maid ש .מְנוּח

The father of the פּוּרִים Rebbe, סִיל זַצַ״ל קֵן כְּ א זָּ  wanted to ,ר׳ אַבָּ

impress upon his מִידִים ה the beauty of the תַלְּ  I was told“ .תוֹרָּ

that the רִיָּה  ק is 86, but that cannot be — the אֱלֹקִים of גִימַטְּ

alone is 100. The רִיָּה  is really 181 which is 10 אֱלֹקִים of גִימַטְּ

times ח״י (10 X 18 = 180) + 1. Each ח״י is נֶגֶד  one of the ten כְּ

sons of ן מָּ ן As each one of .הָּ מָּ  s sons was killed, the name of’הָּ

לֵק grew bigger! When ד׳  is completely destroyed, the name עֲמָּ

of ד׳ will once again be whole! Oh! The beauty of the ה ”!תוֹרָּ

Sauce: Stretched by a Story (without permission of SmartScroll)   *Names withheld to protest the guilty

The 10th year of our international הִלְכוֹת חַג בְחַג 
contest is underway. Our contest learning will 
IY”H focus on your learning some of the 
practical הֲלָכוֹת of the next two יָמִים טוֹבִים — 
סַח and הִלְכוֹת פּוּרִים .הִלְכוֹת פֶּּ
1) Starting שַבָת פָּרָשַת וַיַקְהֵל to begin learning at 

least 2 הֲלָכוֹת from הִלְכוֹת פּוּרִים in  קִצוּר
לְחָן עָרוּךְ  .(days 16) פּוּרִים every day until שֻׁ
The three practical סִימָנִים in  לְחָן קִצוּר שֻׁ
 ,סִימָן ק״מ :are (סְעִיפִים totaling 36) עָרוּךְ
.סִימָן קמ״ב and סִימָן קמ״א

2) Starting פּוּרִים to begin learning at least two 
סַח in הֲלָכוֹת לְחָן עָרוּךְ from הִלְכוֹת פֶּּ  קִצוּר שֻׁ
every day until סַח ב פֶּּ רֶּ  The .(days 29) עֶּ
two practical סִימָנִים inְלְחָן עָרוּך  to קִצוּר שֻׁ
be completed twice (totaling 23 סְעִיפִים 
x2) chosen for the contest are:  סִימָן קי״ח 
( ר  י״א סְעִיפִים -הַכָנַת הַסֵדֶּ ) and סִימָן קי״ט (

ר  ר לֵיל סֵדֶּ י״ב סְעִיפִים -סֵדֶּ ). 
Those who IY”H finish all the סְעִיפִים (along 
with completing חָד תַרְגּוּם  per שְנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶּ
grade level) before פּוּרִים or סַח  can review פֶּּ
what they learned in the remaining days of the 
contest. To join, please send a signed fax to 
718 506 9633 – include  grade, name, school, 
city, state, contact # — or email: 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com.

The contestants as of press time are 
listed below:
Grade 1 – Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; 
Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ;
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana 
of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Kalman Singer; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Avraham 
Abramson, Sheftel Beren, Aaron Bernstein, 
Shmuel Blashka, Yisrael Matan Cline, Yaakov 
Danziger, Aharon Flax, Izzy Greenberg, 
Avraham Hakakian, Elisha Hirsch, Yaakov 
Karimov, Abraham Kassin, Hershel Meir Kopel, 
Yehoshua Lavi, Tuvia Shalom Schwarz, 
Menachem Sonnenblick, Yaakov Weiss, 
Yehoshua Alexander Zelikovich; Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim (TA); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman 
Hefter, Chaim Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali 
Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu 
Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, 

MD.
Grade 6 – Avrohom Goldman; Rambam Day 
School; Savannah, GA; Yoel Goldstein, Akiva 
Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, 
Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, 
Dovi Shulman, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Meshilem Zev Fisher; 

Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 7 –  Shalom Barth, Netanel Berkowitz, 
Betzalel Cohen, Nosson Tzvi Fogel, Daniel 
Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim 
Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, 
Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; 

Baltimore, MD; 
Grade 8 –   Dovi Nitekman, Zevi Weinberg; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Akiva 
Horan, Moshe Kraines, Yakir Lazar, Shmuel 
Morris, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Chaim 
Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonurst; 

Brooklyn, NY.

10th Annual International 
Pirchei חג בחג Contest

Dear י ,רֶבִּ
Although the ׁהָמָנְטאַש 

has been around for thousands of 
years, it was considered a moot 
point in higher academic circles. 
Other than being a tasty snack, it 
seemed to hold no special 
significance. Scientists found 
nothing in the ׁהָמָנְטאַש but 
poppy, prune and other kinds of 
jam. Unfortunately, the ׁהָמָנְטאַש's 
association with ים  festivities פּוּרִּ
prevented it from being studied 
seriously.

New research, however, 
has recently discovered 
heretofore unknown angles of 
the ׁהָמָנְטאַש. these discoveries 
are now utilized by 
 ologists to serve mankindהָמָנְטאַשׁ
and improve the way we live.

The problem began 
when a comparative study on 
food design showed that there 
was no point at all in eating many 
of the foods around. Eggs, fruit, 
falafel, latkes, blintzes, 
tzimmmes, matza balls, muffins, 
rugelach, hot dogs and meatballs 
are all round. If there is no point 
at all in eating, the appetites of 
four point two billion people on 
earth would be affected, possibly 
leading to mass starvation.

The quest for the proper 
food pointed researchers in the 
direction of the ׁהָמָנְטאַש. It 
surpassed all their expectations. 
Not only did the ׁהָמָנְטאַש have a 
point, it had a 200 percent 
increase of points—all at no extra 
cost—3 for the price of 1! Among 
all foods known to man, only the 
 is endowed with this הָמָנְטאַשׁ
unique configuration.

So there's more than one 
side to the ׁהָמָנְטאַש. But let's not 
go off on a tangent. From this 
point on, we will limit the scope 
of this thesis on ׁהָמָנְטאַשology to 
3 basic points: mathematics, 
education and psychology.

Mathematics:
The ׁהָמָנְטאַש is a 

recognized symbol in higher 
mathematics. An upright ׁהָמָנְטאַש 
means "therefore", and an 
upended ׁהָמָנְטאַש means 
"because." It is only logical that 
the versatile ׁהָמָנְטאַש has multiple 
meanings, depending on the 
viewer's perspective. Therefore, 
its three points represent 
"therefore", and "because", 
because whatever your point of 
view, up or down, the ׁהָמָנְטאַש 
makes its point. (continued — 
PTO)
Sauce: 3 Pertinent Points of the Purim Pastry  Nubir Laersi



�וּרִים  ת  סְע�וּדַת פוּ הִלְכ�וֹ

ד ְ�ע�וֹ

ה.1 רָׂ ר lived for 127 years and שָׂ  .ruled over 127 provinces אֶסְתֵּ

2.The גר״א points out that the סוּק  ,times 3 הגלה uses the word פָׂ

alluding to the 3 times that רְדְכַי ל was exiled from מָׂ אֵּ  and he אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׂ

returned. This showed his tremendous חַבִיבוּת for ל אֵּ מְגִילַת ) אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׂ

ר ב:ו .(אֶסְתֵּ

1.How many times was ָׂרְדְכַי ֵּל exiled from מ ָׂא  ?אֶרֶץ יִשְר

2.What is the connection between ָׂה ָׂר  and the powerful kingdom ש

of ֵּרוֹש ?אֲחַשְו

3.How many of the 26 “mistakes” can you find in this week issue?

ה.1 רָׂ ר lived for 127 years and שָׂ  .ruled over 127 provinces אֶסְתֵּ

2.The גר״א points out that the סוּק  ,times 3 הגלה uses the word פָׂ

alluding to the 3 times that רְדְכַי ל was exiled from מָׂ אֵּ  and he אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׂ

returned. This showed his tremendous חַבִיבוּת for ל אֵּ מְגִילַת ) אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׂ

ר ב:ו .(אֶסְתֵּ

1.How many times was ָׂרְדְכַי ֵּל exiled from מ ָׂא  ?אֶרֶץ יִשְר

2.What is the connection between ָׂה ָׂר  and the powerful kingdom ש

of ֵּרוֹש ?אֲחַשְו

3.How many of the 26 “mistakes” can you find in this week issue?

Mis-stories   Megillahof 
the

Halacha 

Corne
r *Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Di Lo Yodah Moment Questions    weekend תוספות

לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

Focuson

Lomdus

Scholarly

Shmoozing*

Shmoozies

of 
the

• Before the סְעוּדָה, one should learn תּוֹרָה for a little while.  (
זוּ  אוֹרָהוְדַרְשִינָן  -וְשִמְחָה  אוֹרָהלַיְהוּדִים הָיְתָה  -זֵכֶר לַדָבָר 

.(תּוֹרָה

.פוּרִים thirty days beforehand. This starts on פֶסַח We should inquire [begin to learn] about the laws of – שוֹאַלִים בְהִלְכוֹת הַפֶסַח שְלוֹשִים יוֹם קוֹדֶם הַפֶסַח •

☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

 is a time of great joy and it is also a time when people do not פּוּרִים

take things quite as seriously as they do the rest of the year. It is with 

this in mind that we present some mystifying questions and answers 

about the ה :מְגִלָּ
Question: Why did ן מָּ  want to annihilate the entire Jewish הָּ

population on one day? What was his rush? Killing a whole nation 

surely takes more than ONE day?

Answer: ן מָּ  הקב״ה was especially wicked. He realized that הָּ

might foil his plans and save us. If this were to happen, he reasoned, 

there would be yet another Jewish holiday. ן מָּ  didn't want us to הָּ

have more than one day of rejoicing, so he plotted our demise to be 

only ONE day. 
      ☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

 Question: Where is the ה ג for the רֶמֶז מִן הַתּוֹרָּ  to bang מִנְהָּ

three times during the year  ה א רַבָּ בוֹת we bang the הוֹשַעְנָּ עֶרֶב יוֹם  ,עַרָּ

רוֹת we give each other כִפּוּר ן we bang for פּוּרִים and מַלְקוֹת with כַפָּּ מָּ ?הָּ

Answer: The סוּק ה תַכֶה" פָּּ ה  "הַכֵּ בוֹת is הַכֵּ י תֵּּ אשֵּ ן :רָּ מָּ רוֹת ,הָ  פָּּ  כָ 

and הה וֹשַעְנָּא רַבָּ  (Reb Eizel Chariff, זצ"ל, added that on these days [

ה א רַבָּ ג there is a [פּוּרִים and יוֹם כִפּוּר ,הוֹשַעְנָּ  to eat kreplach as is מִנְהָּ

ז ה הָ   תַכֶה in the other word מְרוּמָּ רְבֵּ  [kreplach]  ָיסְנִיםכָ אכַל ת ). 

 Question: ם הָּ ן was אַבְרָּ ה the מְתַקֵּ ז it is  שַחֲרִית of תְּפִלָּ  מְרוּמָּ

by the 2nd letter of his name ם הָּ רָּ קֶר = בּ) אַ בָ  ק ;(בָּ  ן was יִצְחָּ  the מְתַקֵּ

ה ה of תְּפִלָּ ז as is מִנְחָּ יִם = צ) by the 2nd letter of his name מְרוּמָּ רָּ הָּ  ;(צָ 

ן was יַעֲקֹב ה the מְתַקֵּ ז as is מַעַרִיב of תְּפִלָּ  by the 2nd letter of his מְרוּמָּ

name (רְבִיתעָ  = ע ). Who was ן ה the מְתַקֵּ תִיקִיןוָ  to daven תְּפִלָּ ?

Answer: לוֹט  the 2nd letter of his name begins with a ו. (If 

you will ask that we find in אשִית  is spelled לוֹט that [25 ,37]  בְרֵּ

without a ו  we learn from here: some days he never woke up in time 

and therefore it is ר סֵּ  .(חָּ
      ☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

 Question: Where is the ה מְחוּיָּב  that one is רֶמֶז מִן הַתּוֹרָּ

דַע י בְפּוּרִיָּא עַד דְלאֹ יָּ  until you can’t פּוּרִים to drink on  לְבְסוּמֵּ

remember?
Answer: כַר שַר הַמַשְקִים  .וְלאֹ זָּ

      ☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

 Question: Where is there a proof ה בוֹת that the מִן הַתּוֹרָּ  אָּ

drank on the day of פּוּרִים?

Answer: ק ל אֶת יִצְחָּ מֵּ דוֹל בְיוֹם הִיגָּ ם מִשְתֶּה גָּ הָּ  the  וַיַעֲש אַבְרָּ

word ל מֵּ ה is the letters of הִיגָּ ם  in a different order מְגִילָּ הָּ  drank a אַבְרָּ

lot on the day of the ה  .מְגִלָּ
      ☻ אַ פרײֵלִיכן פּוּרִים  ☻  

ר וְנוֹחַ  ר לְחֹדֶש אֲדָּ שָּ ה עָּ בְיוֹם שְלֹשָּ
)אסתר ט:יז(… 

 

On the thirteenth day of the month Adar and Noach… 

 Question: What is  ַנוֹח’s connection with the ה ?מְגִלָּ

Answer: ן מָּ רְדְכַי was very upset with הָּ  and did not know מָּ

how to deal with the problem. His wife זֶרֶש suggested that he make 

gallows 50 אַמוֹת (cubits) high upon which they would hang רְדְכַי ן .מָּ מָּ  הָּ

went all around town, searching for a massive wooden beam.

Suddenly, he remembered that many years ago  ַנוֹח had 

built a ה בָּ  wide, so he presumably had some very אַמוֹת which was 50 תֵּּ

large pieces of lumber. ן מָּ  and נוֹחַ  searched until he finally found הָּ

said to him, “Do me a favor, please lend me a wooden beam 50 אַמוֹת 

long.”
The elderly  ַנוֹח asked the wicked ן מָּ  Could you please tell“ ,הָּ

me what you need this for?”

ן מָּ רְדְכַי replied, “I want to hang הָּ ”.מָּ

 began to yell, “Are you crazy? Do you think I am going to נוֹחַ 

permit you to hang רְדְכַי ”?on my lumber צַדִיק the מָּ

ן מָּ  trying to get the beam away ,נוֹחַ  began to fight with הָּ

from him.  ַנוֹח held on to it with all his might, but unfortunately, ן מָּ  ,הָּ

being much younger, dragged the beam together with  ַנוֹח all the way 

into the ה  .מְגִלָּ
Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades, ן טֶּ בֶּּ תָה  רוּמ   and more ,ת 

(with kind permission from the Purim Rebbe שליט״א) 

Ad D’Lo Yada Moment: רִים ?Riddles of the Smart!*Who was the first person in [un]recorded history to have a servant named Friday — מְלִיצַת יְשָׁ

*Found in an early version of Midrash SmartScroll

ֵּר ֵּר ,When she was taken to the king’s palace .אֶסְת ֵּר was given seven maidservants as was customary in those times. The Persians did not have a seven day week and אֶסְת ָּת did not want them to realize that she did not work on אֶסְת ַׁב ֵּר ,as that would have given away the heretofore unknown fact of her being a practicing Jewess. Therefore ש ֵּר .made arrangements for a different maid serve her on each day of the week and she named the maids Sunday, Monday…Friday (in Persian) אֶסְת ָּת named the אֶסְת ַׁב ָּה maid ש .מְנוּח

The father of the פּוּרִים Rebbe, סִיל זַצַ״ל קֵן כְּ א זָּ  wanted to ,ר׳ אַבָּ

impress upon his מִידִים ה the beauty of the תַלְּ  I was told“ .תוֹרָּ

that the רִיָּה  ק is 86, but that cannot be — the אֱלֹקִים of גִימַטְּ

alone is 100. The רִיָּה  is really 181 which is 10 אֱלֹקִים of גִימַטְּ

times ח״י (10 X 18 = 180) + 1. Each ח״י is נֶגֶד  one of the ten כְּ

sons of ן מָּ ן As each one of .הָּ מָּ  s sons was killed, the name of’הָּ

לֵק grew bigger! When ד׳  is completely destroyed, the name עֲמָּ

of ד׳ will once again be whole! Oh! The beauty of the ה ”!תוֹרָּ

Sauce: Stretched by a Story (without permission of SmartScroll)   *Names withheld to protest the guilty

The 10th year of our international הִלְכוֹת חַג בְחַג 
contest is underway. Our contest learning will 
IY”H focus on your learning some of the 
practical הֲלָכוֹת of the next two יָמִים טוֹבִים — 
סַח and הִלְכוֹת פּוּרִים .הִלְכוֹת פֶּּ
1) Starting שַבָת פָּרָשַת וַיַקְהֵל to begin learning at 

least 2 הֲלָכוֹת from הִלְכוֹת פּוּרִים in  קִצוּר
לְחָן עָרוּךְ  .(days 16) פּוּרִים every day until שֻׁ
The three practical סִימָנִים in  לְחָן קִצוּר שֻׁ
 ,סִימָן ק״מ :are (סְעִיפִים totaling 36) עָרוּךְ
.סִימָן קמ״ב and סִימָן קמ״א

2) Starting פּוּרִים to begin learning at least two 
סַח in הֲלָכוֹת לְחָן עָרוּךְ from הִלְכוֹת פֶּּ  קִצוּר שֻׁ
every day until סַח ב פֶּּ רֶּ  The .(days 29) עֶּ
two practical סִימָנִים inְלְחָן עָרוּך  to קִצוּר שֻׁ
be completed twice (totaling 23 סְעִיפִים 
x2) chosen for the contest are:  סִימָן קי״ח 
( ר  י״א סְעִיפִים -הַכָנַת הַסֵדֶּ ) and סִימָן קי״ט (

ר  ר לֵיל סֵדֶּ י״ב סְעִיפִים -סֵדֶּ ). 
Those who IY”H finish all the סְעִיפִים (along 
with completing חָד תַרְגּוּם  per שְנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶּ
grade level) before פּוּרִים or סַח  can review פֶּּ
what they learned in the remaining days of the 
contest. To join, please send a signed fax to 
718 506 9633 – include  grade, name, school, 
city, state, contact # — or email: 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com.

The contestants as of press time are 
listed below:
Grade 1 – Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; 
Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ;
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana 
of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Kalman Singer; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Avraham 
Abramson, Sheftel Beren, Aaron Bernstein, 
Shmuel Blashka, Yisrael Matan Cline, Yaakov 
Danziger, Aharon Flax, Izzy Greenberg, 
Avraham Hakakian, Elisha Hirsch, Yaakov 
Karimov, Abraham Kassin, Hershel Meir Kopel, 
Yehoshua Lavi, Tuvia Shalom Schwarz, 
Menachem Sonnenblick, Yaakov Weiss, 
Yehoshua Alexander Zelikovich; Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim (TA); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman 
Hefter, Chaim Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali 
Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu 
Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, 

MD.
Grade 6 – Avrohom Goldman; Rambam Day 
School; Savannah, GA; Yoel Goldstein, Akiva 
Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, 
Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, 
Dovi Shulman, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Meshilem Zev Fisher; 

Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 7 –  Shalom Barth, Netanel Berkowitz, 
Betzalel Cohen, Nosson Tzvi Fogel, Daniel 
Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim 
Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, 
Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; 

Baltimore, MD; 
Grade 8 –   Dovi Nitekman, Zevi Weinberg; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Akiva 
Horan, Moshe Kraines, Yakir Lazar, Shmuel 
Morris, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Chaim 
Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonurst; 

Brooklyn, NY.

10th Annual International 
Pirchei חג בחג Contest

Dear י ,רֶבִּ
Although the ׁהָמָנְטאַש 

has been around for thousands of 
years, it was considered a moot 
point in higher academic circles. 
Other than being a tasty snack, it 
seemed to hold no special 
significance. Scientists found 
nothing in the ׁהָמָנְטאַש but 
poppy, prune and other kinds of 
jam. Unfortunately, the ׁהָמָנְטאַש's 
association with ים  festivities פּוּרִּ
prevented it from being studied 
seriously.

New research, however, 
has recently discovered 
heretofore unknown angles of 
the ׁהָמָנְטאַש. these discoveries 
are now utilized by 
 ologists to serve mankindהָמָנְטאַשׁ
and improve the way we live.

The problem began 
when a comparative study on 
food design showed that there 
was no point at all in eating many 
of the foods around. Eggs, fruit, 
falafel, latkes, blintzes, 
tzimmmes, matza balls, muffins, 
rugelach, hot dogs and meatballs 
are all round. If there is no point 
at all in eating, the appetites of 
four point two billion people on 
earth would be affected, possibly 
leading to mass starvation.

The quest for the proper 
food pointed researchers in the 
direction of the ׁהָמָנְטאַש. It 
surpassed all their expectations. 
Not only did the ׁהָמָנְטאַש have a 
point, it had a 200 percent 
increase of points—all at no extra 
cost—3 for the price of 1! Among 
all foods known to man, only the 
 is endowed with this הָמָנְטאַשׁ
unique configuration.

So there's more than one 
side to the ׁהָמָנְטאַש. But let's not 
go off on a tangent. From this 
point on, we will limit the scope 
of this thesis on ׁהָמָנְטאַשology to 
3 basic points: mathematics, 
education and psychology.

Mathematics:
The ׁהָמָנְטאַש is a 

recognized symbol in higher 
mathematics. An upright ׁהָמָנְטאַש 
means "therefore", and an 
upended ׁהָמָנְטאַש means 
"because." It is only logical that 
the versatile ׁהָמָנְטאַש has multiple 
meanings, depending on the 
viewer's perspective. Therefore, 
its three points represent 
"therefore", and "because", 
because whatever your point of 
view, up or down, the ׁהָמָנְטאַש 
makes its point. (continued — 
PTO)
Sauce: 3 Pertinent Points of the Purim Pastry  Nubir Laersi



Haman YM”S was getting ready for bed...

*Apparently Haman was not very 
good at spelling in Yiddish.

He continued...

He never was able to name the game, 
as he was hanged the next day.

In his memory they named the game 
Hang-ha-man!

Haman YM”S woke up in the morning extremely excited 
screaming, “Modeh l’ani!” He had invented a game!

Baruch Ani 
Hamapil es 

morderchai v’es 
Hayehudim...

what a sweet 
dream this 

will be...

Do you know the 
first Hebrew letter 

of the name of 
Morderchai...

ט“ז ניסן  3404

 the son  ,אפלוֹטס son of  ,בּוּזה son of ,סרח son of ,המדתאָ was born to המן הרשע ימח שמוֹ
of דיוֹסף, son of דיוֹסים, son of פרוֹס, son of מעדי, son of בלעקן, son of אנתימרוֹס, son of
 who was the son of the wicked ויזתא son of ,פרמשתא son of ,נגר son of ,שגר son of ,הרידוֹס
King אגג. He was a barber who rose to become second to the king and was recognized 
as one of the richest gentiles. המן could not enjoy his power and wealth. He had many 
similarities to the first ׁנחש, who was the highest creature, yet he was unhappy with his 
lot. The only sweet memory we have of המן is a hamantash, a 3-cornered cookie. It 
represents the זכוּת of the 3 אבוֹת, who weakened his power and sealed his fate forever!

And now the letters 
for “Yiddishe Kop” - 

yud and chaf.*

Let’s think of 
a name for this 

game!

What Hebrew 
letter would make 
the hanging part 
thick and strong....

If a person 
is hanged then 

his feet will be... 
“daled”ing - ha!
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The ׁהָמָנְטאַש makes all the difference. In set theory it marks 
the difference between two sets, and in calculus it is the gradient 
providing direction up or down, left or right on many surfaces. Modern 
architecture uses the ׁהָמָנְטאַש principle to build the Geodesic dome—
the strongest structural arrangements known to man. The architect 
Buckminster Fuller became famous with his Geodesic domes, but 
actually, "Geodesic" is just a fancy name for dozens of הָמָנְטאַשׁעֶן 
pressed together.

Education: 
I don't want to point fingers, but I know schools whose 

regular point system has failed, and in which abstract concepts come 
out half baked in students minds. The ׁהָמָנְטאַש, by contrast, is fully 
baked and converts difficult geometry into a piece of cake, making it as 
easy as pi.

As part of the curriculum, the ׁהָמָנְטאַש will add flavor to dull 
classes, and give students something real to sink their teeth into. 
Instead of forcing it down students' throats, they will now enjoy every 
bit of it. Furthermore, הָמָנְטאַשׁעֶן are an invaluable teaching resource 
and educational tool. A refreshing substitute for those hard, inedible 
plastic protractors, הָמָנְטאַשׁעֶן are available in all kinds of triangles, 
isosceles, equilateral even right triangles. The ׁהָמָנְטאַש can thus serve a 
dual purpose, both as a handy triangle in the classroom, and a hearty 
snack in the cafeteria. In any case, it's food for thought.

Psychology: Psychologists have found that life is one long 
series of appointments and disappointments. Disappointments, in 

turn, are caused by going around in circles, the result of which is that 
people fail to see any point in life. Without a point in life, people 
wander aimlessly. This in turn leads some to contemplate suicide and 
other points of no return.

The ׁהָמָנְטאַש poignantly demonstrates that there is a point to 
life. It points us towards a definite aim and goal. It drives the point 
home, providing us with a sense of purpose and direction. Then there 
is also a very fine point, which psychologists refer to as the point of 
pointlessness. As the תלמוד points out, "A person should rejoice on 
 and הָמָן to the point of not knowing the difference between פּוּרִים
.מרדכי

You are probably wondering. "So what's the point of all this 
nonsense? Isn't this stretching the point a little too far?" You have a 
very good point there. But we are not here to just to score points. The 
primary point of this treatise is to point out the main point of 
 ,משלוח מנות observance of פּוּרִים to use them in the—הָמָנְטאַשׁעֶן
sending food gifts to friends. This is such an important מצוה, that we 
have no alternative but to stress the point over and over again.

So without belaboring the point any further, let me give it to 
you point blank: Share the holiday spirit and promote unity by sending 
a food gift of at least 2 edibles, preferably including a ׁהָמָנְטאַש, on 
      .day פּוּרִים

לְמִיד Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת תַּ

Adapted from: Shoe Shine Serenades, ן טֶּ רוּמַת הַבֶּ (שליט״א with kind permission from  the Purim Rebbe) and more ,תְּ

Annually

A Freilich
in...      

        S
omething...

These two officers came from טוּרְסִי 
and naturally spoke the difficult טַרְסִי 
language. They were related to וַשְתִי, 

the 1st queen of מֶלֶךְ אֲחַשְוֵרוֹש. They were also related 
to הָמָן הָרָשָע. When queen וַשְתִי was killed, they were 
hopeful that the king would choose the daughter of 
מָרְדְכַי  .In revenge, they plotted to kill the king .הָמָן
 who ,אֶסְתֵר overheard their plot and informed הַיְהוּדִי
informed the king in מָרְדְכַי’s name. They were hung and אֶסְתֵר asked that 
this episode be recorded and the reward be given at a later time. This 
episode lead to the downfall of הָמָן.
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)מִשְׁלֵי י:ז(…וְשֵׁם רְשָׁעִים יִרְקָב

יק יבַת מָרְדְכַי הַצַדִׁ  יְשִׁ
Special Purim Learning  Program 
— Learn for 45 minutes after 
ית ים on שַחֲרִׁ  in Mesivta Torah פּוּרִׁ
Vodaath at 425 East 9th Street 
(or contact your local branch 
coordinator for the location nearest 
you). Prizes for all boys who 
participate. Please join us! Fathers 
welcome!

קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

Continued from page 3.3


