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The Photographer

It was late Tuesday night when the phone rang. It was my good friend J.P. “I’'m making a wedding. Do you know a good
photographer?” J.P. asked me. | gave him the name of an excellent photographer who is very reasonably priced. “I've
heard of him,” said my friend, “but | also heard he’s unreliable.” “What makes you say so?” | asked. “Well, I'm told that
he was recently hired for a bar mitzvah and he arrived after it was half over. He missed half the affair. There’s no way
I’d hire a person who is so irresponsible.”

“Are you sure it’s true?” | asked him. “I’'m positive,” he said. “Yisrael was the head of the band that night, and he told
it to me himself. | met someone else who attended that same affair and he verified the facts. It's 100% true.”

“Maybe due to unforeseen circumstances he was delayed” | said, trying my best to judge favorably. “What makes you
so sure it was a case of negligence or pure laziness?”

“Perhaps you're right,” replied J.P. “But | just can’t risk it. Besides, there is no reason in the world for coming late. He
should have started out early enough so that even if his car broke down he could have taken a car service and made it
on time. There is absolutely no good excuse for a photographer to walk in after half the affair is over!”

He had a strong point. When | hung up the phone, | found myself in a real quandary. Could | really recommend someone
who is unreliable? Was it truly negligence on his part? | decided to check out the story on my own. | called the musician
and he verified the whole story. The very next day, | bumped into my good friend, the photographer. | brought up the
subject of the bar mitzvah.

“Is it true that you arrived halfway through the bar mitzvah?” | asked. “Yes, it certainly is,” he said. “But why are you
asking?” “I just recommended you for a job, and the people refused to take you. They claimed you were unreliable
because you didn’t come on time.”

He looked at me in disbelief, and then began telling me his story. “The job was not mine at all,” he began. “The pho-
tographer who had been hired for the job failed to show up. | received an emergency call in the middle of the affair to
come down immediately. Despite being very busy at that moment, | dropped everything | was doing and raced down
to the hall as quickly as possible.” With a hurt look on his face he added, “l only did it as a personal favor to them.

I’m Fasting Today

One of the students at Beth Medrash Govoha in Lakewood had the special privilege of serving the Rosh Yeshivah Rav
Aharon Kotler his daily cup of coffee during the days he spent in Lakewood, generally twice per week. One day, after
placing the coffee on his rebbe’s desk, the student passed the office and noticed that the cup was untouched. He
slipped in, removed the cold cup of coffee and returned with a piping hot replacement, assuming that the Rosh Yeshi-
vah, had simply forgotten his coffee because he was so engrossed in his learning.
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Several minutes later, he passed by the office, noticing that again the coffee remained untouched. At this point, the
student realized that it was not merely a matter of concentration; there must have been a distinct reason. With proper
apologies he approached his rebbe for an explanation.

“I'll share my thoughts with you,” Rav Aaron remarked. “A certain family with whom I’'m friendly is taking an interest
in a former student of the yeshivah regarding a shidduch. It is very likely that they will call me to inquire about him.
“Praising him with attributes he does not possess is a Torah prohibition on two counts, midvar sheker tirchak as well
as lo saamod al dam rei’achah, for if unknown negative traits ultimately lead to discord or divorce, it is directly attribut-
able to the fact that honest information was withheld. On the other hand, | don’t feel comfortable divulging my true
feelings, since there is always the possibility that, once married, the couple will be happy with one another. My remarks
might very well cause the needless disintegration of a shidduch. “It is indeed an awesome responsibility that I’'m facing.

Ill

For this reason | have designated this day as a day of fasting and tefillah that Hashem spare me from this call.

Cold Memories

Towards the end of his life, the Ridbaz, Rav Yaakov Dovid Wilowsky, lived in Tzefas. One wintry morning, Rav Dovid
began his walk to shul earlier than usual. After trudging through the snow, he arrived at shul and immediately sat down
to learn. As he pored over his Gemara, tears started rolling down his cheeks. Although the people knew that it was
the yahrtzeit of the Ridbaz’s father, they wondered why the Ridbaz was crying now.

After davening, one of them approached Rav Yaakov and asked him, “Rebbe, why is this year different from other
years? Your father was niftar many years ago.” Rav Yaakov replied, “This weather brought back memories for me. You
see, my father made a living by building brick ovens. During one winter when | was still a young cheder yingele, he
began to lose customers. | don’t know why, but it came to a point where he simply ran out of bricks. Then one day in
yeshiva the melamed called me over and said, ‘Yankel, | am sorry but you will not be able to return to class; your
parents have not paid me for a while.” | knew that this had happened because my father barely had any parnassah left.

When | told my father what had happened, he thought for a while, and left the house. When he returned, he headed
straight to our oven with a hammer. Although it was bitter cold and we kept warm only by the heat of the oven, my
father knocked and banged at each brick, until he had dismantled our whole oven. He gathered together the bricks
and the next morning he found a man who needed a new oven. After the job was done, the man paid my father. My
father rushed to the melamed’s house, paid him what he owed, and the next day | went back to the cheder. | learned
there until my father successfully regained his business. During that period our house was freezing, but the warmth of
Torah kept us alive and well. As | was walking in the snow this morning, | was reminded of my father’s mesirus nefesh
for my learning. The memories came back to me, and | was filled with hakaras hatov to my father. That is why | was

crying.”
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Eggs

As Europe lay smoldering in the ashes of the Holocaust, R’ Shmuel Grunberg arrived on the shores of “The Land of
Gold” finding nothing that even resembled gold. Settling in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, he struggled to make
a living. With Hashem’s guiding Hand, he finally found a job in an egg store. To help generate additional income, he
began to buy large quantities of eggs from his boss at a wholesale price, and deliver them directly to people’s homes.
His prompt and honest manner became known, and finally, one day, he got his first steady customer. Each week he
would deliver the week’s eggs to this customer’s doorstep.

One day, while he was leaving the building, he was approached by a stranger. “Reb Yid? Can you help us with a minyan
for Mincha?” asked the man, pointing towards the basement stairway. “Sure,” said R’ Shmuel. A few moments later,
Mincha began. Towards the end of chazaras hashatz, R’ Shmuel noticed the strangest thing. A man entered the base-
ment shul holding the carton of eggs that R’ Shmuel had only moments before delivered to one of the apartments
upstairs! The man began to circulate the shul, and each person took a few eggs and put them aside until the end of
davening. As the man walked by R’ Shmuel, he waved him past, indicating that he had no need for the eggs.

After davening was over, R” Shmuel rushed over to the man with the now empty egg carton. “Can you explain this
strange custom to me? Giving out eggs during Mincha?” The man smiled. “This is the Skvere shul and the Skvere Reb-
betzin lives upstairs. You see, there’s some fellow who’s trying to start up in the egg wholesale line. The Rebbetzin
wants to help him out, so she placed a nice weekly order, even though she doesn’t need close to so many eggs. She
asks me to give them out at Mincha each week, to help out other Yidden too, while she’s at it. Understand?”

R’ Shmuel thanked the man, and as he climbed the stairs to the street above, he thought about a modern-day tzadekes
who excelled in the mitzvah of tzedakah and chessed in such a beautiful way.

Giving Discreetly

Yerachmiel was the gabbai tzedakah who was very makpid to give the tzedakah discreetly. He had a wealthy friend
who came to him privately and told him about the hard times that had come to him. His business was down, yet people
kept on coming to him for tzedakah, and he was too embarrassed to tell anyone. “Please,” he begged, “Can you help
me?” Yerachmiel was happy to help. To make sure that no one would find out, he told his friend to please come to his
house midnight each Thursday night when he would give him some money. This went on for months.

One Thursday, Yerachmiel was not feeling well and went to bed early Thursday, but set his alarm clock for 11:55, so
that he could give his friend the money. When he woke up at 11:55, he still felt unwell but pushed himself out of bed.
He got to the stairs and started down, but suddenly felt dizzy and slipped and fell down the flight of stairs! His wife
heard him screaming as he fell and came running. Yerachmiel was at the bottom in tremendous pain. He had one thing
to tell his wife. "Do not call Hatzalah until my friend leaves with this envelope. | don't want to embarrass my friend".
He waited at the bottom, his friend knocked on the door, he told him to enter, and gave the money. "Now you can
call".
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1. What weighed more, the n911 or one of the D»TN? !
2. What in the yovn was made from n55n, 23X and »w nyown but not ww?
3. Where is >nwY’s name found in this week’s nw19?2 (R’ S. Deutsch)

4. To which part of the yown did all of YNw> 555 contribute equally?
a. Explain the mathematical calculation how the contribution of
600,000 Yidden equaled the amount needed.
b. What do the Ypwin n>8nn have to do with o™ 9?
c. Bonus: How do the 0opw of the YNw> »2 equal to the 10,000
q©> 790 of yan? 3

5. | was there after the Yan,
| was by 970 0> ny»p,
| was by N n ynn
| was by the appointment of the 0%p3,
| was by the yown,
| am mentioned in this week's nw99.
Who am I?  (Submitted by M. Kagan)

6. The N7 and | share a unique similarity,
Sometimes | am mentioned as a part,
Sometimes | am mentioned as a whole,
The name of my upper half is mentioned in wNx92 990, *
From me a no5n regarding a 2yv oy is learned.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I? (Submitted by B & D Schwartz)

! The weight of the 07N are found in this week’s nw1a. The weight of the N7 is found in NLYIN NwI.
Need a hint?

2 with different mmp)

3 pw nran A0 9T NYIN OIN Y

4 mwnaa nvs




Angwersg

1. At first glance it seems they weighed the same. Each y1X weighed a 955 as it says 995
(33,n9) YIND. By th nn it also says it weighed a (vy,n> 795. However, if one analyzes the
PIDA it says NYNN DYDON YD NN NNNX NVYY> NNV AT I, W7 explains the NN was a 19>
only together with its ©%5. If so the N7 was less than a 795. (However the y7am
based on the ') learns the nYn itself was a 952)

2. The o1 of the Dyn.
3. (3V,09) 2Nt NYAL SNV

4. The oyIN.
a) There were 100 D»TN
- Every yid gave a Ypwin n>snn. This means they gave a total of 300,000 o"pv.
- Every one of the 0T weighed a 195 which equaled 3,000 o»5pv.
- 100 DN x 3,000 o'opw = 300,000 0opw
b) The 73 says Yy DYPY NPYO YN TRYY ONYN 1PN MINY 33 292 Y17 M) WP v INN
YOPYO JPOPY DYTPN 72295 NI, The HYpwin nPX8nNn counteracted the 0¥Yopw that yon
gave to VyMWUNN.
c) ©IN in .3V 97 NYMN says (as explained by the n7a) that the YN »2 gave 100 155 of
D»pv each year. The ©opvw were given by men 20 years and older. A person lives on
average 70 years (Mmy Dyaw 1w mv »M). This means b 595 which was 600,000 men
gave 100 755 x 50 years = 5,000 755. The YN %2 gave w1pn Ypw which is double
regular ©Ypw. Therefore their 5,000 v1pn 955 equal 10,000 regular 9o5.

5. Whoam I? Ay (For the o»p3 see N, 72 71H3)

6. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

We were first mentioned in nYn, - when describing the rivers that branched out of y1y y (2>,2)
Two of us were famously used for the N2> >3, - on the shoulders

But in truth three of us were used. - a third was in the yvn (5,n2)

We are mentioned in this week’s nw9.

Who are we? - DNV MIN

LR KM 12 RN PYY NTIIAR — INHY IR
571 109N TOOR 12 TYT PNNY ,N”Y 2pY’ TIT N2 191 1971 ,97T DNNAR 12 IRY 1YY

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNY nmar 93©
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Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

How did the jwin save someone from an aay, before it was even made?
When the wife of 19019 tried to convince qor to sin, he saw an image of apy' saying, “Do you want your name
to be erased from the jwin?” (:1"7 nVIO)

Name 3 things that the '11a [n> wore on his head.
® YX
e noI¥N
e WK 7w 79N (K"7 0"7 "wN)

On what date were the items of the pwn completed (but not yet assembled), and how is this hinted to
in the phrase, “pwn nTay 7 'Dn1” (2" 0V"7)?
The xmona of this phrase equals that of, “in2a1 17022 nwnni pnwya.” (0"hya)

Why would HAVING the pwn perhaps make "xw* m1a MORE likely to do ninray?

They might do ninay, and rely on the pwn to get nno>. After already mentioning that we followed nwn’s charge
to build the pwn, the Torah repeats that we followed nwn'’s instructions, to stress that even when we had
access to a means of n19>, we did NOT rely on it, rather, we continued following everything that nwn told us.
Q"7 "7 I N7YW "N YW NR)

Iptnnal prn pTn — Take a guess: ninw 190 contains how many...
n'ji7109? (1209)
nrw1e? (11)
n"T10? (29) (0710 reflect a system of dividing 71"1n which predates the secular introduction of the
commonly used “n'719,” and which relates to the 3 year laining cycle which existed in 78w yax,
mentioned in :0"> n'7'an.)
niNmo? (69)
nimino? (95)

JUST CURIOUS

Compare the pwn, the first wTppna N1, and the second wTpnn na. Which had the most expensive
construction? Which had the greatest level of mxwa nxwwn?

When analyzing the Torah’s careful accounting of the contributions made towards the |pwn, we notice that
although much precious metal was included in its construction, it was far surpassed by the amount used to
build the first wTpnin nra, which was then eclipsed by the physical magnificence of the second wTznn n1a. Yet,
the n1ow was more present in the pwn than in the first wTznn n'a, and wasn’t present at all in the second.
Clearly, it is not the physical grandeur of a building which attracts the presence of Hashem, but rather the level
of those who congregate there. (7" n"7 11190)

The phrase “mp" w1p” was written on the y'x in 2 lines, with Hashem’s name on the TOP line, and the
phrase, “? wT2” on the BOTTOM line. Why was it written “out of order”? ( "7n n"anm1 ,.n nd10 ,:a"0o naw "y
IN2'ND [9INA NIYT NNd W' ,'X 'O UTina ')
e This arrangement enabled us to avoid putting a word before the name of Hashem. (ow nd10 X"w1inn)
e This arrangement indicates that Hashem is above everything. ("7 n"> 1"27)
e The |uin and the y'x are read together, as one sentence, from the BOTTOM UP, stating that the n'vaw
(whose names were on the jwin) are wTp to Hashem. (.n ndi0 w"wN)




FROM HODU to CUSH

Rabbi Moshe Zupnik
Based on the research of Rabbi Leibel Resnick and Rabbi Yehuda Landy

Last year, we investigated the remains of Achashveirosh's palace in Shushan. This year, let's take a look at some
general artifacts from the Persian Empire, as they relate to the Megillah. As we mentioned last time, there were two
capital cities in ancient Persia. One was Shushan, the setting of the Megillah. The other was Persepolis, which was
farther west. Of the two, the archeological remains at Persepolis are much more substantial. Many artifacts that we
will see here are from Persepolis.

o

Achashveirosh is introduced to us as the ruler of 127 provinces, from Hodu to 9

Cush. The Persian Empire at the time stretched from India in the east all the way . .

to Africa and Greece in the west, and was comprised of numerous cultures and After Vashtl was killed,
civilizations. This is a relief (a carved image that protrudes from the wall) from A O searchgd o7
Persepolis depicting representatives of various nations paying tribute to the king. “efplie e T Megl!lah el s
Each group is distinct in its dress. that each of the potential queens

was assigned attendants to assist
her as she prepared to meet

the king. This relief, also from
Persepolis, shows a servant woman
carrying a towel and a jar.

The Megillah tells us that at his
party, Achashveirosh served
his guests drinks in klei zahav,
golden vessels. This is a golden
cup called a “rhyton” that was
used in the Persian Empire in
the general era of the Megillah.

38 / CHAYEINU



(6]

In the olden days, documents were often stamped with a
signet ring. Achashveirosh gave his signet ring to Haman
to do as he pleased with the Jews. Later, it was given to

Mordechai. This signet ring dates back to the Persian Empire.

7

Before the advent of telephones, it could take weeks for
news to travel from place to place. The Persians built

an extensive road and courier system, enabling speedy
communication to all corners of the Empire. The Greek
historian Herodotus described this system in detail.
Along the road were relay stations. At each station was a
rider with a horse. The first messenger would ride from
his station straight to the next station and give over the
message. The person at that station would then leave for
the next one with a fresh horse. This system allowed for
the message to travel posthaste, without the messenger,
or his horse, needing to stop and rest. This system was
probably used by both Haman and Mordechai to send
out their letters. Here you can see the remains of a
section of these roads.

The Gemara (Megillah 16a) tells us that when Haman led Mordechai on
the royal horse through Shushan, Mordechai used Haman as a stepping
stool to mount the horse. The king himself, however, had a more
befitting way of getting onto his steed. In this relief from Persepolis,
servants are seen carrying the royal stool that the king used to mount.
Greek sources report that it was made of solid gold.

Every palace needs guards. We are all familiar with two of
Shushan's guards — Bigsan and Seresh. This is a reconstructed
palace wall from Shushan. It is made of glazed bricks and depicts
the Palace Guard.

(8]

There is a tradition that Mordechai and Esther are buried
in this tomb located in Hamadan, Iran, north of Shushan.

To us, the legacy of the Persian Empire is truly a paradox. On the

one hand, it is synonymous with the near destruction of the Jewish
People at the hands of Haman. On the other hand, just a few years
after the story of Purim, Daryavesh (Darius) granted permission to
build the second Beis Hamikdash. As Shiomo HaMelech tells us (Mishlei
21:1), “Lev melech b'yad Hashem, the heart of a king is in Hashem'’s
Hands.” Our host country's attitude toward us is entirely dependent on
Hashem'’s decree, and that hinges on our merits. May we be zocheh to
the ultimate Geulah, b’'meheirah viyameinu, Amen. ®
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urim! A day of pure simchah. The mitz-
vos hayom — matanos laevyonim, mishloach
manos — are all intended to enhance our
simchah, climaxing with the seudah, where
we reach the pinnacle of ‘ad d’lo yada.”

Already from Rosh Chodesh Adar, we
work on adding more and more simcha to
our lives. Yet, that simchah seems so elu-
sive. True happiness has eluded mankind
since time immemorial. The entire world
pursues it — yet comes up empty-handed.
As society becomes more sophisticated
and enlightened, depression and empti-
ness become more widespread, reaching
almost epidemic proportions. How, then,
can we properly approach the mitzvas
hazeman of “marbin bsimchah™ What is
the key to happiness? And more so, how
do we retain that simchah after the last bot-
tles are empty?

Perhaps an understanding of the nes of
Purim can lead us to the source of true
simchah.

TV W DTN YO DK TAKD a1 Tnwn?”
“InX D2 0wn U pt Klal Yisrael was facing
a decree like no other, utter annihilation that
threatened to destroy every vestige of the
Jewish people. For what sin? Chazal tell us
that it was for joining and enjoying Achash-

verosh's feast and for the aveirah of avodah
zarah that had not yet been rectified from the
previous generations.

Yet, looking back at history, we find
that there were times that Klal Yisroel was
threatened with destruction and other
times when punishment for the sinners
sufficed. What is the underlying cause of
that distinction? Harav Elyah Ber Wacht-
fogel shlita explained it with a comparison
to a dilapidated house. If isolated parts
of the house are broken, they can be re-
paired. But if the foundations are rotten,
the house must be razed to the ground and
constructed again from scratch. The same
is true with Klal Yisroel. If there are prob-
lems among them, even serious aveiros,
these can be rectified with punishments
and atonements. But if there are problems
in the very foundations — in Klal Yisroel’s
core values — then there is no hope. It is
time for destruction chas vshalom; Klal
Yisroel must be built anew.

Joining the seudah of Achashveirosh
and enjoying it was more than an aveirah.
It was a fundamental breach in the values
of Yiddishkeit. The influence of avodah
zarah was still festering in their midst,
undermining their devotion and dedica-




tion to Hashem. What was important
to them? What gave them pleasure?
In whose eyes were they looking to
find favor? The very identity of Klal
Yisrael was in jeopardy. Did they de-
serve to continue proudly bearing the
name “Yehudi” or had they sold out to
the nations, adopting their ideals and
values? At first, it indeed seemed that
the foundations had rotted and that
destruction was imminent.

Why then were they saved? The Ge-
mara (Megillah 12a) says, 1wy X5 D’
XOK DNNY NwY XY N“apn X 07109 KOX
“019% “They sinned outwardly, there-
fore, Hashem punished them outward-
ly” Their disloyalty was merely external;
deep down, the Yidden knew that Mor-
dechai was right. They knew that they
must yearn for the rebuilding of the
Bais Hamikdash and not join the cele-
bration of Achashveirosh’s dominion.
They knew they had no place joining a
gentile feast, no matter the political re-
percussions. They simply weren't able to
withstand the temptations of the yetzer
hara. So no, the foundations weren’t
rotten. Their deep-rooted values re-
mained intact and, therefore, they did
not deserve destruction.

After their harrowing, yet enlighten-
ing, brush with death, Klal Yisrael gained
a new appreciation of the importance of
inner retzonos and of maintaining the
purity of their core values. They were

now ready to accept the Torah different-
ly - with inner ratzon. They stood up,
and, with their deepest and innermost
emotions — even more than by Har Sinai
— they proclaimed: “We accept the Torah
with all our heart!”

The Rambam famously writes that the
innermost desire of every Yid is to fulfill
Hashem's ratzon; it is just the yetzer hara
that confuses the person and blinds him
to his true inclination. The Chasam Sofer
(0.C.185) says that this deep-rooted de-
sire was embedded in the heart of every
Yid forever as a result of the Purim nes.

Purim is a time to celebrate our in-
nermost drive to find favor in the eyes
of Hashem. How? “Nichnas yayin Yatza
sod.” Wine rips away our surface inhibi-
tions and reveals the raw emotion con-
tained in our hearts. The joy of Purim
allows us to break free from the stifling
layers of chitzoniyus and reconnect to
our pnimiyus.

On Purim, we can hear the timid ba-
chur singing and dancing with confidence;
the troubled falmid in his rebbi’s arms,
begging for help to succeed; grown men
jumping for joy — praising Hashem for
His kindness and breaking down in tears
with hopes and prayers for the future.

On Purim, we tear down the parti-
tions that separate our minds and ac-
tions from the purity of our hearts and
emotions. We break through the bar-
riers that separate us from each other.

Friendships are made, arguments are
dissolved. With our mishloach manos
and seudas Purim, we link hands with
our brothers, our partners in bringing
kevod Shomayim into this world.

On Purim, we dress up, to show that
externals are unimportant. We may
look like Haman, but our essence is
Mordechai. We eat and drink, but our
hearts are with Hashem. We sing and
dance, but our emotions are at Neilah.

And always, when the true emo-
tions of the Yiddishe heart are exposed,
we glimpse the purity that remained
throughout. This is true of the learned,
the righteous, the layman, and even the
sinner. Throughout the generations,
and even today, our deeply entrenched
values remain intact.

This, then, is the key to happiness.
Because the more we connect to that
inner spark deeply ingrained in ev-
ery Yid, the more we access our inner
ratzon tov to serve Hashem. And the
more we fulfill our truest, most power-
ful desire, the happier we are.

We often find ourselves in situations
that challenge our ideals and our values.
If we can utilize the Yom Tov of Purim
to reinforce our connection to that
innate ratzon tov, we can secure a clarity
that will remain with us throughout
the year, resulting, not only in a more
productive year, but in a happier year as
well. A freilichen Purim! @
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Recap: Velvelah’s communist “friends,” coerced him onto a train going to Russia, causing him to abandon his wife and child.
Velvelah naively thought that it would just be a temporary separation. He would soon come back and bring them over as well —
and maybe even build a yeshiva in Russia and teach Torah. Let’s see what was happening at home during all this time.

7Nan' DY N

The news of Velvelah’s sudden departure hit the town like a bolt of lightning in the middle of a beautiful sunny day. No one
thought this would happen. Rivka was a living nIn7x. Her father, who was very sick and rarely got out of bed, made the trek across
town to speak to her. “If you promise me Rivkalah,” he began, “that every day you will cry to 10 3112 wiTpn and you will never
give up hope, | am telling you, your husband will come back one day.” There was a peacefulness in his voice. He said it with such
a degree of certainty and tranquility, with such a shine and smile on his face, that Rivkalah felt it wasn’t just words. It was nin
wTipn, and she really, truly believed it.?

Rivkalah came to the Rebbe with her small son. She tried to talk but couldn’t. Only tears flowed from her eyes. The Rebbe knew
that there was nothing to say, he could just listen to her cry. Soon he too began to cry. Finally, she was able to formulate some
words and she said, “Rebbe, will | be an Ny forever?” “No, you will not. | have a solution for you. Every single day | want you to
say with tears — 0%V 7Y 11ia, give back my Velvelah. Give him back with his Nl and give him back with his qa. Say it every
single day of your life and never give up hope. You will see, Velvelah will come back. You will also have a lot of nna from Sruly. Do
you believe what | said?” Rivkalah swallowed hard and closed her eyes. She wouldn’t just answer yes until she worked that belief
into her very being. When she was finally sure that she wasn’t fooling herself, and she really believed, she said, “Yes Rebbe, |
believe it.”

The Rav took Sruly under his wings. They learned for many hours a day and he was showing great promise. He was a very special
boy. He was also very smart. In order to get his mind off the difficulties at home and to really give some nachas to his mother, he
totally engrossed himself in learning. Rivkalah never forgot what both her father and the Rav told her. She knew that it may
require a world of patience, but her tefilos were going to be answered. She was ready to do what was necessary. Rivkalah’s
perseverance and D'p'TX N2INN instilled a tremendous degree of NN into Sruly.

Then the Nazi onslaught began. Sruly and Rivkalah hid in the woods together with some partisans. Knowing that 810 7112 wiTpn
wanted them to do whatever they could to survive, they persevered through the harshness of the cold and the cruelty of those
partisans. After going through something that could not be described anything but Di1'ia MiTn nuawY, they made it through the
war.

During the war there were many thousands of failed hatzala efforts. The 0%iv 7¥ 11ia1 ultimately decides what will work and what
will not, and the following effort, strangely enough, worked. In the midst of the chaos and the worst fires of the war, the Polish
government in exile pressed the plight of thousands and thousands of orphan children freezing to death in Siberia. It came to the
attention of the world. Many of these children were transported to Teheran in Iran. In Teheran they were set up in camps. There
were also children who had come from Sefardishe lands who were part of these “Yaldai Teheran.” Sruly and Rivkalah joined
several groups of refugees, and through the Polish government in exile Sruly was sent to Tehran. Rivkalah was allowed to come
along under the guise of needing someone to take care of the children. Sruly all along gave pit'n to the children that were around
him. As young as he was, he had tremendous insight. On Friday night he would jump up on a table and he would sing the Shabbos
Zemiros that he remembered. He would tell the other children, “There is a reason &1 7112 wiTpn picked us to survive. It is because
we have a job to do. We have the ninnx of rebuilding 781! 972.”

A Jewish agency was sent to Teheran to start smuggling the children through the British blockade preventing Jews from coming
into 781! YIN. These people wanted to transport the children into Eretz Yisrael, not nwiTpn 12'¥IX. They wanted the children to
cultlvate the land and build kibbutzim, and thought that 787w yIx would be a great place to try their plans of socialism, to see
how well it works. Their greatest fear was for the children to run off to places like DyY nxn, or P12 13, and wind up in yeshivos.
That would be a disaster! Religion was not very high on their priority list. Therefore, Sruly s TN to the other children was not to
their liking, and they tried to stop him. They would taunt Sruly and make fun of him especially in front of the others, but he was
not impressed with them. Sruly would answer back, “The mere fact that | survived is the greatest miracle, the greatest 02, despite
all the troubles we went through.”

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #30 & #31, Dial-A-Shiur, originally from Licht Shtralen
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They tried outlawing davening in the camp. At first the children were told that they could not congregate to daven in the barracks
because it was a fire hazard. Then they were told they could not congregate to daven in the dining hall because they needed the
space. So, Sruly marched around the camp. He found himself an empty barrack, and for an entire day the children cleaned the
place out. They put together a mock Aron Kodesh, but there was no Sefer Torah. They found a tablecloth and schlepped in benches
and chairs. They were going to make a w1 n'a for themselves. The head honcho, Mr. Lederberg put an end to that. “What are
you doing here? No. Not at all. We need this place.” It took him sometime to figure out what he needed the place for. ... “Yeah. |
just decided that we need this place to mix paint. You can’t daven here because we’re going to mix paint.”

It was the supervisors who were most extreme in their war against religion. Not all the counselors in the camp were that extreme.
They would protest. Those counselors didn’t usually last long in the camp. Sruly’s emuna, coupled with his wit and genius was
really impressive. He was able to attract some of those counselors into his circle of influence. The supervisors would regularly
order Sruly to be dragged away and locked up for his protests. The guards who were shlepping Sruly away were often under
Sruly’s influence. Once while dragging Sruly away, the guard told him, “Don’t worry, it's just Lederberg, he’s in one of his moods.
I’'m going to lock you up for just five minutes and let you go.”

“You always do that, you’re always very nice to me, what’s your name?” asked Sruly with a smile.

“I'd rather not say little boy.” The guard replied, “It’s just safer this way. But let me tell you something. | may not be frum, but I'm
not like Lederberg and his friends. | would never do this to little Jewish boys who are trying to be frum. He's trying to hide all the
kosher food. He wants a diet of only meat so that everyone should eat treif. You better talk to your friends.”

The guard took Sruly into a little room, locked the door from the outside, and by mistake left the window open on the other side.
Sruly thanked him and walked out. He cried to his friends, “look out! He’s hiding all the vegetables, he’s hiding all the kosher food,
we’re going to have to really be moser nefesh ourselves.” Sruly was dismayed. The children were overwhelmed with toys and
games, and they weren’t really listening to him. The children that had stood up to the greatest nisyonos of terror, were having a
much more difficult time standing up to the nisyonos of being showered with anything they wanted.

Still, there were a group of children, children who had the last memories of their parents screaming “Shema Yisrael,” who
remembered the NNy, the stories of 7''1N. They didn’t know much perhaps, but N2y was in their blood, and they were not
going to give in. Sruly and some of his friends used to sneak out at night over a barbed wire fence into one of the neighboring
offices. There they knew they would meet with Rivkalah, Sruly’s mother. She worked in one of the offices, but officially was not
permitted to visit any of the children — temporarily, of course. The children cried when they described their nisyonos. Rivkalah
begged them to hold strong, “I knew your mother so well, | knew your aunts. I’'m sure they’re all looking down at you from
shamayim. You can’t give up; they’re counting on you!” she told them. She talked to them for a while. She told them her whole
story, how she kept davening despite the odds, “to give up? Never! Those words don’t exist in my dictionary. If they would, | don’t
know if | would be here.”

Rivkala’s words encouraged Sruly, and Sruly in turn encouraged the others. The next morning when it was decided that it was a
health hazard for them to eat in their yarmulkas, and the yarmulkas were snatched away, Sruly improvised tablecloth yarmulkas.
When those were grabbed away, Sruly grabbed for his shirt and covered his head. When that was wrestled and ripped from him,
Sruly put the empty plate on his head. For this act of defiance, they were not given food for an entire day. But Sruly was happy.
For the first time he felt more of a spirit, at least amongst those who were refusing to give in to this new kind of Yetzer Hara.

One of the guards, a little bit more sympathetic to their cause, whispered to Sruly that there was a Shul in Teheran in walking
distance. The night of Kol Nidrei, Sruly went over the barbed wire and took some of his friends for a walk. When he came back,
there was a spanking waiting for him, but again it seemed that his plan was working. The more they were treating the children
rougher, the tougher the kids became. The problem was that Mr. Lederberg figured that out as well. He motioned to the guards,
“this is not the way we are going to win them over. We must drown them in temptation, in niixn, that is the way you are going
to get them. Give in to whatever they want, | think this is the correct way, and eventually even this stubborn bunch is going to
begin to give in to what we want.”

This was how it continued throughout their stay in Teheran, enroute to Eretz Yisroel and in the outrageous “processing” camps
which they put the children in when they arrived. They made it their business to keep Sruly separated from Rivkalah. Eventually
N'NY 012 she made it to 781! yIX and she did whatever she could to find Sruly, but it was virtually impossible. Velvelah, who
had also made it to Eretz Yisroel, also made a great effort, but it was like climbing up a straight cliff. Eventually, their efforts paid
off and their family was reunited. When Rivkalah saw Velvelah for the first time after all those years, she fainted. The n'7'nn that
she was holding fell to the floor. Velvelah bent down and he picked it up. “Be careful with that 0''nn,” Rivkalah said. He looked
at the tear drenched pages and he began to turn them. “Be careful with that 0*7'inn,” she cried, “because that is what brought us
back together.”

The &'11 says: (NN NI NILAN) 123X W1 IINA 7X. This is something that Hashem was telling the N1 8'2). Couldn’t Sruly have
said that? I’'m just a kid. I’'m too small to accomplish. I'll just be a good boy and keep out of trouble. — \We wouldn’t have blamed
him if he did. But he didn’t do that. He knew that Hashem had given him tremendous ninia to inspire others to do the right thing,
and that’s what he did. Don’t say, “I’m too small to accomplish.” That’s a good lesson for everyone.
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Last week we discussed the concept of anavah bein adam I’'makom.

A person with hachnaah in the area of bein adam I’'makom has no expectations of Hashem. He lives his life grateful
and accepting of everything Hashem gives him in all areas.

Today, lets discuss bein adam I'chaveiro — having humility in our relationships with the people around us.
What is Anavah Bein Adam L’Chaveiro?

In his Igeres, the Rambam tells his son instructions for dealing with others. And his instructions? Always look for the
maalos of the people around you. In other words, when you meet someone, you should immediately find some
area in which they are greater than you If the other person is smarter — assume he has more yiras shamayim. If he is
richer then assume he has given more tzedakah in his lifetime. Older? He has more zchusim than you! If he's
younger than you — most likely, he has done less aveiros in his life! In every person we meet, we are able to find
something about them that makes them greater than we are.

So, our aim when working on this middah, is to walk around with “open eyes” — eyes that are seeking the maalos of
the people around us!

And if you meet a person and you simply cannot find a maalah in her, because in every area you have simply been
more gifted, don’t deny it... but it has nothing to you. It is not true humility to say ‘I’'m worthless! | have nothing!’
But we must understand that every gift in our lives comes straight from Hashem and doesn’t make us better than
other people.

When we respect the value of other people — we become respectable as well. We know that - aizehu mechubad?
Hamechabed es habriyos. Rashi brings down that mechubad means in the eyes of Hashem! When a person respects
others, he becomes respectable in the eyes of Hakadosh Baruch Hu! Why? The answer is that every person on this
earth has a spark of Elokus within them. When we respect the value of another person, we are in essence
respecting the fact that Hakadosh Baruch Hu dwells within that person! We are respecting Hashem — so Hashem
finds us worthy of his respect.

The Difference Between Anavah and Self-Esteem

Now, it’s sometimes hard to understand the balance between anavah and self-esteem. We live in a generation that
is exceedingly careful in the area of self-esteem. However, you will find that some people with low self-esteem will
mask their problem with the concept anavah. But that is not true! Anavah does not mean low self-esteem! There is
a great line that can help us understand the difference: “Humility is not that you think less of ourself, its that you
think of yourself less.”

Not that you consider yourself to be a nothing — but that you simply spend less time thinking about yourself! What
do others think about me? What will people say? Why is nobody coming over to talk to me? Anavah means you
make fewer calculations, fewer deliberations about yourself. When a humble person meets someone, or has a
conversation with someone — they make it about the other person. They inquire about their well-being; they worry
about their mindset. Humility means making it about the other person.
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Being Exceedingly Exceedingly Humble

In regard to the middah of humility, we are told — Meod meod hevai shefal ruach — be exceedingly, exceedingly
humble. Exceedingly exceedingly! We don’t usually find a lashon like this used.

Why specifically is this lashon used by this middah?

By most middos, we are advised to stay along the middle path. For example — in the area of stinginess and
generosity — a person is not supposed to hoard all his money and not give it away at all, but its not either
praiseworthy for one to give away his entire livelihood and leave nothing for himself! We want to be on the middle
path — the happy medium.

Not so in the area of anavah. With the middah anavah, because the opposite is ga’‘avah — something that is
disgusting in the eyes of Hashem — we are advised to run in only one direction! There is no such thing as too much
anavah — we are supposed to be exceedingly exceedingly humble!

Another explanation for this unusual lashon is also — be authentically humble. Some people are very good fakers.
They play themselves down, and make as if they think they are nothing, but the minute other people play along
with their act and play them down and treat them as nothing, they completely lose their temper.

There is a funny little incident told that illustrates this point very well. There was a chossid who took it upon
himself to fast every day. While he steadfastly fasted, day in, day out, a fellow chossid suspected that he
wasn’t really doing this for the right reasons. To test his theory, he tried an experiment. When he was
alongside the fasting Yid one day, he turned toward another man and whispered, “You see that man in the

corner? He is a holy Jew. | hear he even fasts every Monday and Thursday!” Immediately. The “holy, fasting”
Jew whipped around. “That’s not true!” he exclaimed. “I fast every single day of the week, not just two!”

While we may be chuckling at the “piety” of this fasting chossid, really, many of us may look quite similar to him.
Many people are very good at playing very humble amongst other people, but their humility is little more than skin
deep.

Someone once called me for shidduch information about a girl. | assured the woman that this girl was a wonderful
girl —a true gem. “She’s a very worked-on person,” | told her. “She even has a cheshbon hanefesh notebook!” After a
moment of silence, the woman responded, “But there’s one thing that I'd like to know — and how do you know all
this?”

So, while we have to be exceedingly humble, we also have to be authentically humble.

Obviously when working on a middah, we have to take small steps. So, if you can practice this concept of finding
others maalos even once with a child, with a coworker that’s already a tremendous accomplishment.

continued next week
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Is it permissible to peel off a sticker or remove the plastic piece that is
used to connect a new pair of socks?

It is preferable to remove the sticker or plastic piece before Shabbos. If this
was not done, it is permissible to do so on Shabbos. According to Rav Moshe
Feinstein Zt”], the sticker and plastic piece are Muktze and must be removed
in an unusual fashion, for example with one’s teeth.

Is it permissible to rip open threads of the stitching sealing a pocket of
a new garment?

It is prohibited to rip open the threads sealing the pocket of a new garment.

Is it permissible to rip off a tag that is sewn into a garment?

A tag sewn on clothing may not be ripped off on Shabbos. However, if a
cleaner’s tag or price tag is merely attached to one’s clothing and one forgot
to remove it before Shabbos, it may be removed. However, according to Rav
Moshe Feinstein Zt”l the tag is Muktze and may only be handled in an
irregular or backhanded fashion.

Is it permissible to place a belt into the belt loops of a new coat or
robe?

y 2\ A belt that matches a robe or coat and remains permanently in place should
not be inserted into the belt loops for the first time.

Is it permissible to place a collar stay into a shirt with the intention
that it remain permanently?

If one generally places collar stays in his shirt to remain permanently, it is
not permissible to place them in the shirt for the first time.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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WEEK 21

See shulchan Aruch 318:5,9 and Mishna berura 318:78
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

Can | dip my challah into the soup? Is there a bishul problem?

QUESTION 2

My wife likes to serve hot meat during the Seudah, which my kids enjoy with various dips. Can they
put the hot meat into the dip?

QUESTION 3

My cholent this week is a little bland Can | add some salt to the cholent?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

With Friday afternoons getting a bit longer, | wanted to start eating a regular lunch again. Are there
any restrictions when and what | can eat?

Answer: According to the letter of the law, one can eat a typical weekday meal anytime on Friday
afternoon, even with bread. However, the Shulchan Aruch (249"2) writes it is a Mitzvah not to start
a regular meal from 9 hours (Zmaniyos) into the day and on. Eating less than a regular meal, even
if it contains bread, can be done at any time of the day. The Mishne Berura (17) adds that if a person
feels that eating a meal even earlier will ruin his appetite for the Seudah, it is a Mitzvah not to eat
that amount.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

| was invited to a Shabbos Sheva Brachos where they want to “split the seudah”, meaning to bentch
in the middle of the day seudah and wash again for Seudah Shlishis. Are there any problems with
this?

Answer: The Shulchan Aruch (291:3) writes that if one’s Seudah stretches out into the afternoon
and he feels that his Seudas Shlishis will be hard for him to eat, he can bentch and wash again if it
is after Chatzos: The Mishna Berura (14) writes that they should leave the area for a few minutes
before washing again, or else it is still considered one Seudah and not seudah shlishis, while the
Aruch Hashulchan (8) holds one is still yotzei without leaving. Splitting the Seudah is common by
a Simcha in the winter months, where people have large seudos and they stretch out for a long
time. However, since there are those that hold the entire idea of splitting the Seudah is inocrrect
(the argument is whether there is an issue here of Bracha She’aina Tzricha) the Mishna Berura (17)
writes that if someone knows that he could manage to eat a Ki'Bbaitza of bread later in the day, he
should better not split the Seudah, and just have a small Seudah Shlishis later.

QUESTION 3

| think | had a few too many helpings of my wife’'s cholent, and I'm too full to eat Seudah shlishis.
Can | just take some fruit or a piece of cake?

Answer: This is a person that should have split his Seudah. The Shulchan Aruch (291:5) writes that
one should eat bread, unless he is too full. In that case he should try Mezonos, or at least a Kizayis
of meat or fish. If he can’'t manage any of that he could have fruit, The Aruch Hashulchan (12) speaks
very strong against those that don't eat bread for the Seudah, calling it a large Aveirah and writes
to ony be lenient for someone who is sick. The Shulchan Aruch (1) writes a person should not fill
himself too much by the day meal, this way he will have some sort of appetite for Seudah Shlishis.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

A Blind Man’s Vision

Rav Shalom Schwadron was of the greatest
maggidim of the previous generation. He would
travel around the world and give fiery shmuessen
that inspired and uplifted and spurred Yidden to
change for the better. | merited to have a personal
relationship with Rav Shalom, and | heard the
following story directly from him.

Rav Shalom Schwadron began his career as a
maggid at the age of twenty-one. Already at this
young age, he had the drive, the confidence, the
charisma to inspire others, and he used it. He
wasn’t famous yet, not even very-well known, but
he would say shiurim in Chayei Adam and
Mishnah Berurah in the Shaarei Chessed

neighborhood in Yerushalyim, where he soon
attracted a following.

When he was about thirty years old, some ten
years into his maggidus, he was once sitting and
learning when it suddenly hit him that he was
wasting a tremendous amount of time being a
maggid. Instead of spending every moment
immersed in his Gemara, he had to go to shul to
shul giving speeches. What would be with his
own ruchniyus?

Rav Shalom was a grandson of the famous
Maharsham (Rav Shalom Mordechai Hakohen
Schwadron), whom he was named after. The
Maharsham was a tremendous masmid who
would learn so diligently that he barely slept. It
wasn’t that he wasn’t tired; he just loved Torah so
fiercely that he figured out a way to keep himself
awake so that he would be able to learn through
the night.

He accomplished this by banging a nail into the
ceiling and tied his payos to the nail. Then, he
would learn and learn while standing under the
nail, attached by his payos. If sleep would
overcome him and he would start to drop into his
chair, the tugging of his payos would painfully
snap him back into alertness.

Rav Shalom was great at inspiring others, but now
he began to worry what would be with his own
Torah. How would he be able to become a talmid
chacham if he spent so much time on the road and
in front of lecterns? He desperately wanted to
broaden his horizons in Torah, to be a masmid like
his grandfather.

On the other hand, what about the Torah of the
masses? If he abandoned his maggidus, what
about all the Jews he could have inspired but
didn’t have the opportunity to hear him? Was it
selfish of him to abandon the klal for the sake of
his own learning?



He debated inwardly, unsure what to do. To
immerse himself in Torah full time, or to continue
as a maggid? His strong desire to become a bigger
talmid chacham was weighing more heavily, and
he was strongly tempted to give in to it.

There was a small eatery in Yerushalyim, run by
a pious Jew, where Rav Shalom would eat lunch
every day. As he walked to the eatery for the
midday meal, his brows were still furrowed in
thought. He arrived at the eatery and took his food
to his usual table in the back. Concentrating on his
dilemma, he barely noticed what he was eating.

The door of the eatery squeaked open and the
blind Reb Tzemach entered. Everyone in town
knew Reb Tzemach. At ninety years old, he was
a fixture in the community. Completely blind in
both eyes, he would walk down the streets by
feeling the walls of the houses and buildings he
passed. It was a common sight to see him cross
the street, hand in hand with whichever kindly
Jew was passing by at that moment.

Rav Shalom hastily stood up and went to take Reb
Tzemach’s hand. Patiently, he guided the elderly
blind man to his table in the back and begged for
the opportunity to sponsor his lunch. As they sat
together, Rav Shalom decided to bring up his
dilemma. Reb Tzemach was a fountain of wisdom
and life experience, and the young maggid wanted
to hear his take on the matter.

Reb Tzemach listened carefully, his mouth
growing round with incredulity as Rav Shalom
explained his doubts about remaining as a
maggid. “Stop saying shmuessen?” he asked in
shock when Rav Shalom was done. “Why would
you want to stop saying shmuessen? Don’t you
realize the power of your words? You even saved
my life with your shmuessen!”

Now it was Rav Shalom’s turn to be shocked.
“What do you mean?” he  asked

uncomprehendingly. “My shmuess saved your
life?”

The blind man nodded. “I’ll tell you how,” he said
simply. “I was once walking down the street,
groping along the buildings. I was feeling cold
and alone and just very down. | have no family,
and | am elderly, and | cannot see. | kept thinking
to myself that if only | was able to see, | would be
much better off!

“As | groped along, I suddenly heard your voice
coming out of the beis medrash window. I
stopped under the window to listen to your words,
and you related the following from the Chofetz
Chaim;”

**k*

There was once a man, a talmid chacham, who
lived a long and fulfilling life. His days were
filled with Torah and chesed, and he was a
renowned baal middos. When he passed away, it
seemed obvious that he would receive Gan Eden.
He truly was a tzaddik, and each of his deeds was
noble.

His judgement before the beis din shel maalah
proceeded as expected. One by one, pristine white
malachim marched onto the scale, weighing it
down. When the judgment was over, these angels
prepared to transport the tzaddik straight to Gan
Eden.

At that moment, however, a big angel shaped like
a hand marched in before the beis din. “Stop!” he
cried. “This man hit a different Jew and he never
did teshuvah for it! He was seventeen years old
when he hit his friend, and he forgot about it
before repenting!”

One who lifts his hand to hit another Jew is called
arasha, as learned from Moshe Rabbeinu’s query
to Dasan and Aviram, “Lamah sakeh es



rayecha?” The halachah rules that a Jew who hits
another Jew is deserving of tremendous
punishment. The Baal Hatanya brings down that
in order to atone for such a sin, the hitter must
stand before three people with his shoes off and
they have to tell him, “Mutar lach, mutar lach,
mutar lach.”

In the case of the tzaddik, he had once used his
hand to hit his friend, back when he was just a
teenager. The passing years turned him into a
great tzaddik and the one-time deed was
completely erased from his memory. But in
Heaven, nothing is forgotten, and since he had not
done teshuvah in his lifetime, the angel created by
this deed had shown up at his judgement to ensure
that he received his just desserts.

The din, which had already concluded, was
opened again. The tzaddik was given the
opportunity to respond to his accuser, and he did
so with tears. “What do you want from me?” he
begged. “I fulfilled the entire Torah!”

“True, but you hit a Jew and never did teshuvah.
He never forgave you, and therefore you can’t
receive Olam Haba.”

“But what about all the mitzvos I did?” the tzaddik
protested. “One misdeed in my youth can’t just
take away all the merits I’ve earned after years
and years of complete devotion to Torah and
mitzvos.”

“You are still deserving of your reward,” he was
told. “However, we cannot give it to you until you
atone for the time you hit your friend. You will go
back down as a gilgul, and once you atone for
your sin and return here, you will receive the
Olam Haba that is rightfully yours.”

“Not gilgul!” the tzaddik cried. “No! I’'m afraid
that if | go down again to the world, I will ruin
everything instead of fixing the one thing that |

did wrong! My life until now was perfect save for
this one sin. But if I go down as a gilgul, | might
end up doing many sins!”

“You don’t have much of a choice,” the angels
told him. “You cannot receive your reward unless
you go back down and atone for your sin.”

“What if I don’t have a hand in my second
gilgul?” the tzaddik asked. “All my ruchniyus will
remain up here, with the hand, where it cannot be
lost and undone. I’ll be sent down again to the
world to live without a hand, to atone for hitting
my friend. In that way, I’ll be unable to spoil what
I’ve thus far accomplished, so that when I finally
achieve atonement for the one sin, I’1l return back
up here to all the ruchniyus I’ve left here.”

The beis din shel maalah agreed. All the Torah
and mitzvos were removed from the tzaddik’s
soul, which was sent back down to the world and
born to a baby without a hand. It was a
tremendous relief for the tzaddik’s soul, for he
knew he would not lose the accomplishments of
his previous gilgul.

But down in This World, things didn’t look as
rosy. A mother gave birth and was devastated to
discover that her newborn was missing a hand. A
deformed baby! A terrible tragedy! Cradling their
deformed child, both parents cried and cried.
They envisioned the baby’s difficult future, a
future fraught with challenges and suffering, and
their hearts bled for their poor infant.

But inside the deformed baby, the soul of the
tzaddik was at peace. The newborn would grow
older and he, too, wouldn’t understand the hidden
reality. He, too, would cry over his plight. But
when the time came for his soul to return to the
World of Truth, it would become evident the lot
that looked so pitiful was really something to be
envied.



Just seventy years without a hand, and the soul of
the tzaddik would enjoy Olam Habah
forevermore.

**k*k

Reb Tzemach gave a small smile. “I stood outside
the window, and | heard you say this story. You
had no idea I was listening, but what you said next
turned my life around. ‘The Chofetz Chaim says
that whenever a baby is born with an issue, it is
sign of a holy neshamah. Let’s say a baby is born
blind. It looks like a terrible heartbreak, but in
truth, it’s a cause to rejoice. Perhaps the soul of
the baby is a righteous tzaddik who once fell prey
to a nisayon and looked at a woman, or other
forbidden sights. He never did teshuvah, and so
this is how he atones, by being born again into a
blind body. This is not a tragedy, it’s a gift, an
opportunity enabling him to reap his just reward
forevermore.””

Reb Tzemach could not see Rav Shalom, but he
turned his face toward him. “Rav Shalom, look at
me. | have no eyes, and | was so downcast. With
your words, you breathed new life into me. I'm
not a cripple, but a holy neshamah atoning for a
sin done with the eyes!”

A serious expression came over his wrinkled face.
“How can you stop giving shmuessen?” he
demanded. “How can you deprive Jews of
inspiration, of life?”

“You, too, changed my life,” Rav Shalom told the
elderly Reb Tzemach. “I was so sure that Hashem
wanted me to abandon maggidus, to submerge
myself completely in Torah, but you opened my
eyes to a different reality.”

Indeed, Rav Shalom continued in his role as a
maggid. Throughout his long life, he gave
thousands of shmuessen that inspired thousands
of people, all to Reb Tzemach’s credit. He’d

inspired an elderly man, and merited for that
inspiration to be returned by the blind man’s clear
vision.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A436
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AN INTERESTING LETTER ARRIVED IN THE
HOME OF R’ SHLOMO ZALMAN EPSTEIN.

R’ SHMUEL CALLED BACK...

ABOUT 4O YEARS AGO WE WERE IN CAMP
TOGETHER AND I BORROWED YOUR FATHER'S
CAR. I HEARD A BANG AND CHECKED THE TIRES
BUT THERE WAS NOTHING WRONG!

———

I REMEMBER HEARING A NO wAY!
B8ANG WHEN I WAS DRIVING,| PLEASE DON'T 8E
MAYBE I CAUSED THE CONCERNED, EVEN IF
PRPOBLEM. YOU DID IT'M FULLY
MOICHEL.

T2
R’ SHLOMO ZALMAN CALLED HIS BROTHERS...
Tl

AMAZING, WE
AGREE WITH YOU! ..WE ARE
ALL FULLY MOICHEL, WE TOO
——\ COMPLETELY FORGIVE THE

DEBT/

..I'M COMPLETLY
MOICHEL ON THIS
PAYMENT...

50, I AM 60INE
TO VOID THIS $400
CHECK, AND T NOTIFY
R’ SHMUEL...

T JUST CHANGED MY CAR'S
MUFFLER IT STARTED MAKING
A STRANGE NOISE, oip you | NO. THE CAR DROVE

{ WELL AND SOUNDED
NOTICE ANYTHING WHEN YOU
WERE DRIVING? PERFECTLY FINE...

A FEW MONTHS
LATER I SPOKE TO YOUR
FATHER ZT"L AND HE AGAIN
WAS MOCHEL, 8UT IT'S
BEEN LINGERING ON MY
MIND EVER SINCE.

POSH yesmvﬁ
EVERY MEMEER OF MY
FAMILY 15 MOICHEL 8LEV

SHOLEIM. WE ALL FORGIVE
YOU WITH A FULL HEART! £

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!/ You
SHOULD KNOW, T 8ELIEVE THAT

OuUR KOACH HATZIBBUR, LOST IN
COVID-19, WILL RETURN WHEN WE
ALL COME TOGETHER AS ONE

FAMILY, B'LEV SHOLEIM/!

D78y Y0DD ININY 1 WAS THE SON OF ITTIIAN ) AND DVY MILLER. HE BEGAN HIS LEARNING IN DN 1271 NRDNN
]"713 WHERE HIS FATHER WAS nIYNR. AT THE AGE OF 17 HE BECAME A PN NN OF INN 1 KOTLER 5”3\ IN na
P2) YUITH (LAKEWOOD). IN 1961, HE WENT TO 'JNW\’)’ NI AND LEAQNED IN P02 NY) UNDER R’ BEREL
SOLOVEICHIK DNy, AFTER 1 YEARS, HE RETURNED TO LEARN IN LAKEWOOD, NJ IN 1964, HE MARRIED o Mm,
(DAUGHTER OF R’ MOSHE PANZER). IN 1969, HE BECAME A TIYY TN IN YESHIVA OF EASTERN PARKWAY. IN 19723,
WHEN R MOTTEL WEINBERG D73} LEFT, HE SUGGESTED THAT ‘JNVDW M SERVE AS NV WUNI, 8UT HNIMY M
DEFERRED THE POSITION TO 2% DN 1) EPSTEIN 1. WHEN THE 'l:l’\’)’ DISSOLVED, HE STARTED ma ﬁ'JTTA 'l:l’\’)’
NIV IN BROOKLYN, NY, LATER ADDING A 5919 AND A NRDDN. HIS FATHER, ITPIN N, GAVE A WEEKLY 0)’1)3\2) TO
THE D’T’D'?ﬂ THE N2V WAS BRIEFLY TRANSFERRED TO BAYSWATER, QUEENS, BEFORE MOVING TO THE RAINTREE
SECTION OF LAKEWOOD, NJ, WHERE IT HAS FLOURISHED FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS. ONINY Y WAS A JIN) IN NYIR
AND 90, BUILOING AN LUINUSUAL WP WITH D*TN21, MOLDING THEM INTO TRUE N7IR ’JJ AND D020 "T’bbﬂ

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 5698-5780 1938-2020 U 'T
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THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DovID PINCUS ZT"L

" THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF fnM3 917 13 3py» Anmi 517 j3 98>,
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

NV ORMWBNIONE &) Yo 1 Efforts Deserve
a Double Blessing

FROM THE PARSHAH

YN DR 711 IWY 1370 MY WKRD ANR WY 737 7I8YNIT DD DR AYn X
(On ,uvY MNY)

Moshe saw all the work, and behold, they did it, as Hashen commanded, so they
performed it. And Moshe blessed them. (Shemos 29:43)

“And Moshe blessed them.” He said to them, “May it be His Will that the Shechinah
should rest upon the work of your hands. ‘And may the pleasantness of Hashem our
G-d be upon us....” (Rashi)

After all the work of constructing the Mishkan commanded, so they performed it.” This was not a
was finally finished, Moshe blessed the people. voluntary act on the part of the people. They were
Simply understood, this was a blessing to them for obligated to make the Mishkan, and had they been
their efforts in building the Mishkan. lax in doing so, it would have been a serious sin.

But the pasuk emphasizes that “as Hashem But when they did the work well, all according to

N

o
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Hashem’s command, Moshe showed his pleasure
and approval, and blessed them 1p5x *i1 Dy >N
WYY — “The pleasantness of Hashem” should rest
upon them.

This teaches us an important practical lesson.
At home, the wife prepares the house nicely, and
sometimes it takes hard work, for instance on Erev
Shabbos, when a lot of effort goes into preparing
various tasty foods and cleaning up the house, with
all the toil it entails.

It is common for the husband to think to himself
that it’s simply her job. That’s what she’s supposed to
do. Due to this attitude, he forgets to smile to her
and bless for her efforts.

The husband should rather learn from Moshe
Rabbeinu, who blessed the Jewish people that the
Shechinah should rest among them, after they did
what they needed to do. This is the most wonderful
of all blessings. It includes all the blessings and all
the pleasant things.

We see this also in Parshas Shemini. After Moshe
and Aharon finished offering korbanos in the newly
erected Mishkan, it is written:

XXM TVIN DAR DN IR AW NN
DYiT DX 19927 — Moshe and Aharon came
to the Tent of Meeting and went out and
blessed the people.!

Also there, Rashi explains that they blessed
the people this same blessing, that the Shechinah
should rest upon the work of their hands, “And
may the pleasantness of Hashem our G-d be upon

»

us....

1 Vayikra 9:23.

Sowe see that the people were worthy of a blessing
twice. Once here, when they made their efforts to
construct the Mishkan, and a second time in Parshas
Shemini, when Moshe and Aharon actually made
use of the “work of their hands.”

The wife puts her efforts into her work
in the “miniature Beis Hamikdash” of the
Jewish home. This is a form of avodah.
And the Jewish home is a place where the
Shechinah and peace dwell when husband

and wife act meritoriously.?

She deserves a double blessing and pleasantness
and a smile. Once, right away on Erev Shabbos when
the work is done, and everything is ready for the
evening meal. And again at night after the seudah,
when the avodas hakodesh of the Shabbos meal has
been completed and all the tasty foods were tasted
and eaten. At that point, the wife deserves a second

blessing.
Chazal say:

Someone who is ungrateful to his

friend will eventually become ungrateful
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.?

Showingappreciation to human beings is equated
to showing appreciation to Hashem. When it comes
to Hashem, we must bless twice, once before and
once after. The same goes with showing appreciation
to our fellow human beings. We should bless them
twice for what they did, once before we benefit from
their efforts and once afterward, as Moshe blessed

the Jewish people. @

2 Sotah 17a.
3 Mishnas R. Eliezer ch. 7.
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Just Use Your Dyes
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Moshe erected the Mishkan. He placed the sockets and put in the planks and inserted the
bolts and stood up the pillars. (Shemos 40:18)

R. Avin said: This may be compared to a king who had a beautiful image. He said to a

member of his household, “Make me one like it.” He responded, “My master the king,
how can I possibly make one like it ?” The king answered, “You use your dyes, and I will
do my part.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu said similarly to Moshe, “See [the form of the Mishkan] and make
it.” Moshe responded, “Master of the World, am I G-d?! How can I make like these?” He
answered, ““According to their shape, with sky-blue dye and scarlet dye and crimson dye’
Just as you see above, so shall you make below.... And if you make below like the one
above, I will leave the Heavenly entourage behind and bring My Presence among you,

below. (Shemos Rabbah 35:6)

When Moshe Rabbeinu saw what was entailed
in constructing the Mishkan, he realized it was
impossible. Only G-d could make a Mishkan. Then
Hashem told him that he has only to do his part. He
only needs to build the Mishkan according to the
prescribed plan, and Hashem will do His part and
bring the Shechinah to rest in it. This is in fact what
happened. Moshe built the Mishkan from physical
materials and Hashem brought down the Shechinah
to dwell in it.

W can apply the same principle to every area of life.

When we are about to do a mitzvah we recite the
blessing of 111%1 vM¥na WP WK, We thank Hashem
for sanctifying us through His itzves. But why do we
call them “His” mitzvos? It is our job and obligation to
do the mitzvos, so we should call them “our” mitzvos!

When we do mitzvos, Hashem completes our
actions and grants them their kedushab, their special
spiritual qualities, their heavenly power. It is written:

Y M3 DTRY 1YY DPYRY KR — |
will call out to the exalted G-d, to the G-d
Who finishes for me (*5y 9mm).!

1 Tehillim 57:3.

When we do mitzvos to the extent we can, when
we learn Torah on our level, Hashem finishes the act
and brings it to completion and absolute perfection.
He places great kedushah on the mitzvos we do. He
finishes what we were unable to.

This is the meaning of 1MX) PMXN VWP TWK.
The mitzvos we perform do not receive their value
from our actions alone because then they would be
lacking and malformed. Hakadosh Baruch Hu comes
and completes what we can’t do ourselves. The level
of sanctity that our mitzvos have is thus according to
Hashem’s mitzvos.

When we recite a blessing before doing a mitzvab,
we are saying, so to speak, “Ribono shel Olam, we did
as You commanded, we finished our part. We can’t
do more than that. Now we ask of you to sanctify
us with Your mitzvos. You finish whatever is needed
so the mitzvos we did will receive the value and
the qualities appropriate to Your mitzves. Give our
mitzvos what only You can give them.”

And Hashem hears our request. He examines
our deeds, and if we did all we can, He finishes
our mitzvah acts and grants them His sublime

kedushah. e
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Moshe made it, according to all that Hashem commanded him, so he made it. (Shemzos 40:16)

There is a big question that people ask about
the parshiyos of Vayakbel and Pekudei. The entire
contents of Vaykbel seem to be a repetition of what
was already stated in Terumah, and the contents
of Pekudei, i.c., the Bigdei Kehunah, were already
stated in Zetzaveh. Why did the Torah says it all

again, when it was already stated in great detail ?
The following question will lead us to the answer.
There is a verse that says:

T YA NIRONT AN 7T 7 77

rrrrr

Chazal say that this verse enumerates the seven ways
by which Hashem runs His world, the seven mzidos.
11 before this last one? Those very same words were
already stated at the beginning of the verse.

The answer is that everything has two aspects to
it, as will be explained. Chazal say about the above-

quoted verse:

We see that everything that Hakadosh

Baruch Hu created above, He created below.”

Every trait in the world has two stages to it. For
instance, the trait of chesed, which is called 197317 in
the above-quoted verse. If we try to define this trait
as it manifests itself in the human soul, we will find
that it has two parts.

The first part is the potential of chesed. This is
the trait in its essential state. It is understanding
and appreciating chesed, as well as possessing a true
desire to do chesed. Every good Jew, if he is asked, “If

you had alot of money, what would you do with it?”

1 I Divrei Hayamim 29:11.
2 Shemos Rabbah 33:4.

will not answer, “I would buy a really fancy car” His
first answer will always be, “I would do chesed with
it.” This stems from the essential trait of chesed that

is part of human nature.

The second part of the trait of chesed is its practical
application. This is the actual ability to perform acts
of chesed. Once a person has acquired the first part,
once he has the potential for chesed, once he wants
to do chesed and understands what it is, he will surely
perform acts of chesed if he has the ability to do so.

Potential and actual are two different parts. A person
could have a profound understanding of chesed, gevurah
and all the other traits, but that doesn’t necessarily
mean he has the ability to bring them to actuality.

Bringing things from potential to actual — that
is what the trait of malchus is all about. This trait
is called 12%nn7 in the above-quoted verse. A
melech is not someone who has the necessary talents
and qualifications to be a king. It is someone who
possesses the power to actually get things done.

Chesed is one of the traits by which Hashem runs
His world, and also with Hashem there are two
parts to it. There is the part of X171 TON YOM %) -
“Hashem desires chesed)® which is Hashem’s Will
to bestow unlimited goodness upon His creatures.
And then there is the part of actualizing His Will,
of performing acts of kindness. This is the aspect of
Melech. A kingis someone who has the ability to do.

Malchus is practical rulership, governing. As
regards Hashem’s ways, this means practically
implementing His various traits as they are stated in
the above-quoted verse. This is the midab of malchus.
Only malchus actualizes Hashem's ways in the world.

This is why the verse repeats the words i1 7% before

3 Michah 7:18.
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the midah of malchus. There are two parts — the

potential and the actual — and each is introduced by

the words ’n1 7%, which mean: “You, Hasherm, have...”

In other words: “You, Hashem, have” the
potential of chesed and gevurah etc. And “You,
Hashem, have” the ability to actualize it all.

Getting back to the original question: the
parshiyos of Terumabh and Tetzaveh have the
command to make the Mishkan, the Menorah, the
Bigdei Kebunab etc. They say, “You shall make...”

These commands to make the Mishkan are the

potential for the Mishkan. They are not the actual

Mishkan. The parshiyos of Vaykhel and Pekudei are
the practical aspect. They are the actual doing, the
actual making of the Mishkan. Here it says, “And he
made....” The Mishkan is complete only when it has
both parts, the potential and the actual.

It’s Not Just the Mishkan

Thisisageneral rule with everythingin the world.
There is the “potential” and there is the “actual”

For instance, let’s say someone wants to know

how to ride a bike. Its not so deep;such a deep
subject; you can learn what to do in a few minutes.
You sit on the seat and rotate the pedals. That’s

basically all there is to it. Knowing how to drive a

car is a little harder but it still doesn’t take very long.
You have the gears or the transmission, you have
the brakes, and that’s about it. But all this is true
regarding “potential” bike riding or car driving.

Besides this, you have the actual riding or driving,
and that’s something else altogether.

This is a universal principle. There is a difference
between a person who knows theoretically what
hasmadah is and a person who actually learns Torah
constantly. There is a difference between someone
who knows theoretically how to bake a cake and
someone who actually bakes the cake. The practical
realization of the matter is somethingelse altogether.

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -

as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt'l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

In Kabbalah, this gap between the potential and
the actual is described by the metaphor of the sun and
the moon. In our world, the light of the sun is always
much greater than the light of the moon. The light
of the moon is pagum, it is deficient. This represents
the gap between the potential and the actual. The
potential is always much greater than the actual
implementation. Thus we pray in Kiddush Halevanah
that the light of the moon should return to be like the
light of the sun, as it was in the Six Days of Creation.

The sun is the source of the light. The sun’s light
reflects off the moon, and the moon is the one that
has the main influence on the world. When we say
that the light of the sun reflects off the moon, it means
that practically speaking, the trait of malchus, which
is associated with the moon, is a mere reflection of
the sun’s true power. The sun is like a king who is
strong and wise but his influence on the kingdom is

weakened and does not reflect his true potential.

Every one of us has a lot of potential. We have
the desire to learn Torah, we understand that Torah
learning requires constancy, and so forth. But all

this is our potential.

Kabbalah describes this also in terms of male and
female. The male aspect is the source, the potential,
from which the actuality flows. We lack nothing in
essence, in potential. In theory, we know everything.
But the feminine aspect needs to receive it and “give

birth” to it, in other words, to bring it into actuality.

We need to take all our good desires and
intentions, and all our understanding, all that well-
developed theory, and actualize it. To work at being
a true masmid and davening with proper kavanah as
we know theoretically that we should.

The practical implementation is not the same as
knowing intellectually what Torah and avodab is all
about, and sometimes the potential and the actual
are just too far from each other. What we need work

on is bridging that gap. e
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