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Kaddish for Forlorn Souls

In the time of the Ksav Sofer there lived a noble couple in Pressburg who operated a successful business. They led a Torah-
true life and donated substantial sums to tzedakah. The couple would often bring sizeable donations to the renowned
yeshivah, with one minor stipulation — that the yeshivah designate an individual to say Kaddish in memory of all those
who have no one to say Kaddish for them.

Following the man’s death, his wife continued managing the business, and maintained her donations to the yeshivah, with
the aforementioned provision. To her great dismay, the business began to falter. At first it seemed to be a temporary
setback; however, with the passage of time it became clear that there was no alternative but to shutter its gates forever.
Her savings dwindled until they were totally depleted and she was faced with the realization that she was a destitute
widow with two daughters of marriageable age and without any means of support.

As a woman of valor, she stood up to the challenge stoically. She was ready to compromise in all areas of her family’s
needs. One thing, though, that she was not ready to compromise on was the Kaddish for forlorn souls. When the annual
payment date arrived, she visited the yeshivah and beseeched the administrators to continue the Kaddish for free, with
the promise that if and when her financial condition improved, she would recompense them for the services rendered,
the recitation of “her” Kaddish. The administrators of the yeshivah were overwhelmed with the woman’s benevolence
and enthusiastically agreed to her request.

She left the yeshivah in a state of euphoria, full of inner strength, knowing that the yearnings of so many neshamos would
be fulfilled by that sanctified Kaddish and that her own desperate situation paled by comparison. As she walked out on
the street, a distinguished looking elderly man with a glowing white beard greeted her. Before she could even ponder his
identity, the man engaged her in a conversation, inquiring about her situation now that her husband had died and she had
lost her business. He obviously gained her trust and she poured out her heart to him, specifically, the dire circumstances
of her two daughters.

“Regarding your daughters, what would you estimate to be the amount necessary to cover the marriage expenses for
them?” he asked. She instinctively specified a sum. The man pulled out a pen and pad and wrote a note to the local bank
director, instructing him to grant the bearer of the note the specified sum. To make sure that his signature would be
honored, he suggested that he sign the document in the presence of two valid witnesses. “That should not be a problem,”
the woman commented. “The yeshivah is right here and we can fetch two students who will bear witness to your
endorsement.” The transaction was completed with the delivery of the signed note to the woman. Before she could ask
him for his identity and for his motivation in this outstanding act of magnanimity, the man hurried on his way and she
soon lost sight of him. For long moments she just gazed into the horizon, unable to fathom precisely what had taken place.

The following day she stopped at the bank in a state of anxiety, fully cognizant that she might be evicted as a charlatan,
or, at best, as a disturbed woman with a vivid imagination. She handed the note to a teller who advised that she first clear
the note for approval with the director. The woman had barely placed the note in his hands, when suddenly, unexpectedly,
he fell to the ground in a faint. The entire staff went into a whirl. Security guards immediately detained the woman as the
prime suspect in what appeared to be a robbery attempt. Some tense moments passed when, finally, the bank manager
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was revived. He asked that the woman be brought into his office. He now studied the note carefully and questioned her
as to when and how she received it. “Just yesterday,” she replied straightforwardly. “A distinguished looking elderly man
gave it to me and signed it in the presence of two students at the yeshivah.”

“Could you make a positive identification of the man if | showed you a photograph?” he asked. “Most definitely,” she said.
“I’'m certain that the two witnesses would also easily identify his photograph,” she said emphatically. The manager asked
an attendant to bring in a picture of an elderly man. “This is definitely the man,” she asserted.

Without further delay, he handed the entire sum to the baffled woman. He then related his side of the story, which shed
light on his intense and shocking reaction. “The man who gave the note to the woman is none other than my deceased
father who passed away some ten years earlier. Last night he appeared to me in a dream and said: ‘From the time you
deviated from the Torah path, married a gentile, and stopped reciting Kaddish on my yahrzeit, my neshamah does not find
rest. Thanks to an anonymous woman who has made arrangements to recite Kaddish at the yeshivah, matters have
improved for my neshamah and for countless others who have no one to observe their yahrzeijts. Please note, my son,
that she will appear at your bank tomorrow with a note for a specified sum to cover the marriage expenses of her two
daughters.’

“In the morning | was distraught, not as much from the dream itself as from the vividness of it. | mentioned it to my wife
who made naught of it. The woman, however, did appear at the bank today, as all of you are witnesses, authenticating
the dream to its minutest detail.”

One of the witnesses to the deceased man’s signature was Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, who later served as Rav of
Yerushalayim. His associate was also of stature, Rav Yehudah Grunwald, Rav of Satmar, brother of the Arugas Habosem.

A Mother’s Tefillos and Tears

In the early 1950’s, a group of yeshivah bochurim went to visit the Tchebiner Rav in Yerushalayim, to talk with him in
learning. The Tchebiner Rav discussed a sugya with them, and then he posed a very difficult question on that topic to them.
The bochurim were stumped. They each tried to think of an answer, but no one wanted to offer a response to this Gadol
BaTorah if they weren’t sure they were correct. Finally, a bachur in the back of the room said he would like to try and
answer the question. This bachur was Rav Moshe Sternbuch, who today is known as one of the gedolei Torah in Eretz
Yisroel.

When the Tchebiner Rav heard his answer, the Rav shook his head and said, “This is not your own answer.” The bachurim
were a little surprised by this statement, and the Tchebiner Rav smiled. He said, “Your answer is so good and so
extraordinary, that it is not possible that at your age, you could have thought of it on your own. This answer most likely
comes from your mother— from her tefillos and her tears in crying to Hashem that her son be a talmid chochom!”

The Jewish Baby

When a train filled with a large transport of Jewish prisoners arrived at one of the Nazi camps, many Polish gentiles came
out to watch the latest group as they were taken away. As the disoriented Jews were gathering their possessions to take
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with them into the camp, a Nazi officer in charge called out to the villagers standing nearby, "Anything these Jews leave

behind you may take for yourselves, because for sure they will not be coming back to collect them!"

Two Polish women who were standing nearby saw a woman towards the back of the group, wearing a large, heavy,
expensive coat. Not waiting for someone else to take the coat before them, they ran to the Jewish woman and knocked
her to the ground, grabbed her coat and scurried away. Moving out of sight of the others, they quickly laid the coat down
on the ground to divide the spoils of what was hiding inside. Rummaging through the pockets, they giddily discovered gold
jewelry, silver candlesticks and other heirlooms. They were thrilled with their find, but as they lifted the coat again, it still
seemed heavier than it should. Upon further inspection, they found a secret pocket, and hidden inside the coat was ... a
tiny baby girl!

Shocked at their discovery, one woman took pity and insisted to the other, "l don't have any children, and I'm too old to
give birth now. You take the gold and silver and let me have the baby." The Polish woman took her new "daughter" home
to her delighted husband. They raised the Jewish girl as their own, treating her very well, but never telling her anything
about her history.

The girl excelled in her studies and even became a doctor, working as a pediatrician in a hospital in Poland. When her
"mother" passed away many years later, a visitor came to pay her respects. An old woman invited herself in and said to
the daughter, "I want you to know that the woman that passed away last week was not your real mother ..." and she
proceeded to tell her the whole story. She did not believe her at first, but the old woman insisted. "When we found you,
you were wearing a beautiful gold pendant with strange writing on it, which must be Hebrew. | am sure that your mother
kept the necklace. Go and see for yourself."

Indeed, the woman went into her deceased mother's jewelry box and found the necklace just as the elderly lady had
described. She was shocked. It was hard to fathom that she had been of Jewish descent, but the proof was right there in
her hand. As this was her only link to a previous life, she cherished the necklace. She had it enlarged to fit her neck and
wore it every day, although she thought nothing more of her Jewish roots. Sometime later, she relocated to Israel where
talented pediatricians were needed. She consulted a Beis Din who declared her to be Jewish. Soon she was accepted into
a hospital to work, and eventually met her husband and raised a family.

In August 2001, a terrorist blew up the Sbarro cafe in the center of Yerushalayim. The injured were rushed to the hospital
where this woman worked. One patient was brought in, an elderly man in a state of shock. He was searching everywhere
for his granddaughter who had become separated from him. Asking how she could recognize her, the frantic grandfather
gave a description of a gold necklace that she was wearing.

Eventually, they finally found her among the injured patients. At the sight of this necklace, the pediatrician froze. She
turned to the old man and said, “Where did you buy this necklace?” "You can't buy such a necklace," he responded, "l am
a goldsmith and | made this necklace. Actually, | made two identical pieces for each of my daughters. This is my
granddaughter from one of them, and my other daughter did not survive the war.”

And this Jewish girl, brutally torn away from her mother on a Nazi camp platform almost sixty years ago, was reunited
with her father.
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1. When in this week’s nv19 does it say 923 9paa?
a. List three other instances where we have this piwb. *

2. Which 1299 mentioned in this week’s w9 is mentioned in m 0t naw? 2

3. When is there a YN 7N in the 17N aside from Noa?
a. List two instances where the N N requires X9N. 3

4. Name three m»a9p (all are mentioned in this week’s nw19) that were
completely burnt even though they were not mby.

5. List two nnap that are also names m>an.
6. Based on this week’s nv9, explain the following equation: (1+2+30) x 7

7. Originally, there were five of us,
Shortly afterward there were only three,
When a 2w died another was added to us, *
The original five are referred to in this week’s nvA9,
Who are we?”

8. My name is found in his name,
Both our second halves contain the DXN9nN > nNyav,
| am famously known for the number of my parts equaling my name,
However, in truth the calculation is off by one.
Who am I? Who is he?

Need a hint?
1 . . .
Once in NYw3, once in XwN » and once in SNp".
2
In Yoy 5p M
3 . . ,
One in this week’s Nw19 and one connected to a 20 DY
* When a »ow3 was killed...
5
We are people




Answers

1. By the nn wN of the nawm.
a. By the collecting of the y», by the n7VPN Na9pPN and when the Yx9v> "2 brought
maT to the yown.

2. In oy Y TN it says Nann DY NNIND NN HPD.

3. To make a nny that is XnoN.
a) Ten of the NN M>5N must be N and the on5n »nw, which was brought on myav
must be XnN. (They were not brought on the nawm.)

4. (DONYNY OPNY NRLNY) DOXIZN NMIRVN )1 NN DI NINLVN
5. nnmand 9om

6. Every day of the o)xbnN 2 nyav - 119, 2 N, and 30 msny onNd were brought.

7. Originally, there were five of us, ® - 1)) YIIN
Shortly afterward there were only three, -)axy a1 died
When a X*v) died another was added to us, - DN was made a 12
The original five are referred to in this week’s nw»9,
Who are we? - DMMO

8. Next week....

Last Week’s Riddle:

| was the first to succeed, - at destroying the wTpnn nna

| also caused the 78w 12 to sin, - by making them bow to an NIt nTIAY
| tried to kill a group of three, - n"TVI Y8wM NN

My descendant met a terrible end, - mwi

Both my descendant and | are rhentioned in the n72an.

Who am I? - 1¥1T212)

YRV N2 93 1WNRY — NNYY NRITY
JINOR 12 NTINY DN L,Y0 PR 12 DINY
JRURN NIN NA 7209 1Y ,ARY YM 12 RN PVY NTIIR
,"Y apy? T Na nYa No7217Yy
971 1190 PoOR 12 T PNy
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
M7NY Nt 930

¢ Technically there were six if you count nwn (the 'na said he had the |'T of a 217a |nD), however | didn’t count him
to keep the riddle according to the nuwo.
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IX — NYAO 'NNS
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

I¥ nw9 is ALMOST 1x, but nannn nwao is ACTUALLY 1x. How so?
I¥ NWO is 97 (1"¥) 0'7109; nniNn nwo is 96 (1"y). (Thank you Meir Golding)

Which aixn in 1¥ nwao “helps” Hashem do a hidden miracle?
We have a nixn to light a fire on the narn, even though a fire descended from n'mw, because Hashem chooses
to do n'o1in a hidden way. (2™7j7 712NN 190)

Let’s get ready for noo: which element in x*1a Tn is a reference to the jwTh nninn described in 1¥x nw19?
This song describes our longing to eat 2 animals — the naxan |21 and noo |2y — and mentions “water” (which
referes to the [n> who would wash from the 1'2) which “put out fire” (which the |n> did by removing coals from
the nam during the |wTh nniNn). (NO® 7w nTann 72V 0”N)

How could a person be required to bring the SAME EXACT jayp 3 times in one day, without involving,
or being preceded by, ANY violation of nd7a?

A new 71ma 0> who has never done any nTiay before brings a nnin a0y to inaugurate himself as a |nd, then an
identical second one to inaugurate himself as 717a |02, and then an identical third one for the daily nnin of the

22 N2, ("o W'yl ™ ' wTmin 7D 0"ann
i

When noo 11y is a weekday, there is something we make sure NOT to mention in davening. When it
falls on 1¥x nw1o nmaw, we discuss this thing MORE than usual. What is this thing?

On most days, we say nTin? Wnnm in place of a nTin [a7p. Since bringing a nmin |27 on noo a1 would forcibly
limit the time span of its ynn consumption, we omit nTIN? WM on a typical noo 11y. When noo 11y falls on

I¥ NW15 naw, we read about the nTin |2y in the nwNo.

A nTin a7y consists of 40 “amim mn%” loaves: 30 of n¥n, and 10 of ynn. What percentage of the mn%
NTIN was ynn?
Each ynn loaf was 3 times bigger than each nxn loaf. So, ynn made up 25% of the loaves, but 50% of the

volume. (" '0 NN nwyn 70 0"an ,.1"0 NIvY)

How many things can you name that end with “niw”?
ni7v is so important, because it allows the world to exist, so it is appropriate to mention this nTm when
concluding:
e The list of nnmany (which ends by describing a n'nw j27p) (1"7 '1)
NYYy My
D'WUN 'YW (DY N2 112N XD TY)
D10 NOM
[ITn N>
niMwn o'y
A greeting exchange (“ni?w n>'7v”) (Thank you S.Y.G. ")

[pnx and his sons were told not to leave the pwn during the 7 inaugural days of n'x1im. (a™7 'n) How do
we know that this was limited to the time when the aTiay took place?
After the daily nmiay was finished, they took apart the pwn, until day 8. (n'a 'vn "v ninx ,2"7 'n 72T pnyn
n"7 'n naxiwn)
JUST CURIOUS

nwn had to give the nnn> extra encouragement regarding the nmanp, because they cost money. ("1 *"wn
'X) Why do the nnnd need this encouragement? It doesn’t cost THEM money when people bring nnangp!
The nnnd, descendants of Nnk, certainly followed the instructions of 770, “Be like nnx...and love everyone”
(@™ '® nax), so it was hard for them to do anything which cost someone ELSE money. (Awx nnin)




The fire on the narn came from nmw. Could people see it descend?
It seems that no one could see it descend, except on the 8" day the inauguration of the pun, when it was
visible to everyone ("> '0). Q"7 113NN 190)

After bringing a nTin Ja7j, one is left with a large amount of food which must be consumed: the animal,
and 40 loaves — much more than than after a typical jaap. Why, then, must it be eaten in LESS than the
usual amount of time (by the next morning)?

The owner will need to gather many friends to help him finish the food on time, and will wind up publicizing his
thanks to Hashem for saving him. (2" 't 727 jnyn) We echo this in nTin'? ", when we say, “ 75 'n'7 ivn
YIXN” — announce the greatness of Hashem! (n7onn 110 7y [lwnw wo))

When bringing certain nmanp, the animal’s chest and leg are waved all over, to Hashem Who controls
yx1 o and all the directions. Wouldn't it be even better to do wave the WHOLE jap?

We thank Hashem for keeping the world moving, by waving the things which keep us moving: the chest (which
houses the heart), and legs. ("7 't "na n1an)

Saying the nrrwno of nnnang is like brining nnmang. (*"p nina) Does this work if | don’t really understand
what I’'m saying?

Just saying the n'j7z109 doesn’t help. When one understands them, he comes to appreciate their depth and
comes to keep the niixn better, which eventually leads to achieving n19>. Likewise, saying nwx 3 times a day
brings one to xan n%1v only when he uses the opportunity to think about the greatness of Hashem, thereby
strengthening himself in namx and 'n nTay. ('% "o 910 7"nxaa oa "vi, ™7 '71 *na 11120)

IN YOUR OPINION

Which do you find easier: performing a nixn with all of its details, or focusing on how it connects you
to Hashem?

In earlier generations, 781w 12 brought acceptable ninangp, but the n'xraa had to remind them that the point is
connecting to Hashem. In later generations, 78w 11 recognized that they were serving Hashem, but the
D'x') criticized their laxity regarding the ni>7n of acceptable ninanyp. In all of our 'n nTiay, we need to focus on
both elements. (a1 naxiwn na j'vn)

On a scale of 1-10, where would you rate your energy level?

The n19n o7 brings n>1a to our food; the fire on the namn brings no1a to our inner fire, so that we should have
adequate energy, while avoiding “over-heating” with a fever. (2"77 713nn 190) We should recognize that energy
is a n>1a which is dependent on Hashem, and appreciate it!

What is the DIRTIEST nixn you can think of?
Hashem wants the n1n> to remain humble, so he gave them the simple nixn of removing coal and ash from
the narn. This humble attitude should pervade all of our 'n nTiay. (a "1 *na n2n)

When should a |n> get to eat parts of a nnan jaap (made of flour) — when he brings someone ELSE’S, or
his OWN?

When a regular person brings a nnin |20y, the n'an> eat most of it, and a tiny part gets burnt. If, when a |n>
brought a nn, he also got to eat most of it, it would seem like he is just hungry, but wouldn’t seem like much
of a |[any. Therefore, in such a case the whole thing gets burnt. ("0 1 T"y71 ,2"Imn ' '1 "ann)

Imagine that you, and everyone in your class, bring in large packages of food for a nrro. But, a friend of
yours only brought 1 small candy per student, and you realize that he may feel bad. How can you help
him feel better, without him realizing?

You could match him by giving out only one cookie per student, and hiding the rest. When a poor person
brings a small, inexpensive, flour |30z, he may feel bad when he sees his wealthy friends bringing ninanp from
large, expensive animals. Therefore, Hashem told the 7172 |n> to “match” the poor person by bringing a flour
|27 every day, and only HALF of it at a time! (3" "I nIN% D1ITX)




When someone brings a janj, parts of it go to a [n>. Which [nd deserves it?

All the n1n> doing the nTiay that day, who are ninv, are entitled to it. Even though one |n>, or a few, actually
dealt with this particular |20y, everything the nan> did was considered teamwork, and everything was divided
among them. ("o 't |"anM)

n1d NV

From the time we got the nixn of anITX n19, until the second wTpmn na was destroyed, how many nno
nmiTx did we have?

9: nwn processed the first, X171y the second, and there were 7 from x11y until the a7, The 10™ will be
processed by n'wn, hopefully soon. ("7 'a nniTx N9 '7n 0"ann)

If a naITR A1 has 2 hairs which have red roots, but are black on top —is it acceptable?
We go by the red roots, and cut off the black tops. (Wj7'v ') Wy'wa w"iyi "2 'R NIty N9 "7n 0"ann)

We know the yan ¥ tries to prevent us from doing nu¥n. In what way do we have to watch out for the
van ' AFTER doing a nixn?

Regarding the 7n of nniTk N9, we are told, “nNx 1nN7 niwn 37 'R - 19'm &' e’ ('R 0™ M"wn) = literally, “It
is a decree from Me — you don’t have permission to question it.” This can be understood, winT 112, to mean,
“If the yan ¥ interferes “19'7n,” before you do the nixn, realize that it is a decree you must perform; if the x:
yn approaches you ‘nanx 1n1nY,’ to regretfully reflect after the nixn, bemoaning the necessary effort, ignore
that as well!”” (x7wmmon 1'kn Y Dwa 2 0™ 12N Y NAWYT7 DRI 190)
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The X"T1'n describes Rav Chaim Abulafia as “the 1iTn n9in’, and writes about him: TRXD IMWITRI 1171Y] 'MIXII 427
DQY19nN n1ivikINN. Rav Chaim Abulafia 7"t was known for the 03, and subsequent establishment of “Purim Tevaria”. Here
is the story: By the year "n (1739), it had been seventy years that the city of Tevaria had lain in ruins.! The Sultan, who ruled
from Turkey over the entire Ottoman empire, appointed Dahir EI Omar as sheik over the entire Galilee. One of Dahir’s first tasks
was to rebuild the city of Tevaria. It would cost hundreds of thousands of ducats. He didn’t want to spend that kind of money on
rebuilding a city - he needed it for his regal dinners. Dahir was a pompous fool who lived a life of leisure and lavish partying. He
relied on his intelligent, loyal servant Abdule”for advice and prudent initiatives for the benefit of the city. To Dahir’s great happiness,
Abdule informed him that Rav Chaim Abulafia, who was living in Izmir, Turkey at that time, was considering moving to 7xw* yx.
He knew that Rav Chaim was a very holy man and would draw a lot of people along with him. The wealthy Yidden living in yin
YIx'? would want to support his a4ejt. Rav Chaim’s zaideh, Rav Yaakov Abulafia, had been Rav in Teveria before it had been
destroyed the previous time. It would make sense that Reb Chaim would want to take over the n1127 that his grandfather once
held. Dahir EI Omar sent a letter to Reb Chaim requesting that he ascend to Eretz Yisroel.

Dahir El Omar was right — well, actually it was Abdule who was right — but Dahir EI Omar took all the credit. Rav Chaim Abulafia
excitedly took him up on his offer. He made the arduous journey over the mountains to the city of Teveria together with his family
and talmidim. Some of his talmidim had misgivings about Dahir's motives. Reb Chaim confidently dismissed their concerns.
“Everything is Hashgacha Pratis. It makes no difference what Dahir EI Omar has up his sleeve. Right now, x1n 3112 wiTn put
into his head to rebuild the city of Teveria, and that is what Hashem wants us to do. The holy city of n'20 has so many zechusim!
We will have xneiT Xny0 to rebuild it.” As they approached the holy city in |1'0 of that year (1740), Reb Chaim exclaimed,
“Look! Beyond the next mountain, | think | see it! The broken walls of Teverial Come talmidim! Let us run!”

The sheik received Rav Chaim nicely and built an especially beautiful N30 na for him. He also built a mikveh, a market place,
a sesame seed oil press, a bathhouse, new roads, fields and vineyards, and the Yidden in Turkey continued sending loads of
money to the new a1ejt. Reb Chaim Abulafia summoned Talmidai Chachamim from all over, and they were settling in Teveria.
The wiTzn 0*nn 1ix, spent some time over there. There was a special nwi4Tj in the streets, and the Yidden were very happy.
As far as Dahir El Omar was concerned, Teveria was a smashing success!

In the year 2"7n (1743), on ax wiTh'7 2", an emergency letter arrived from Damascus. It was written by the two famous o123,
Reb Chaim Parchi and Reb Yosef Lusato, close advisors to the prime minister Suliman Pasha who ruled over Damascus. The
letter stated that the Sultan was very angry at Sheik Dahir EI Omar. He ordered Suliman Pasha to bring an army, and destroy the
entire city of Teveria. The letter continued that the governor is coming with huge weapons that can wipe out the entire city in one
shot! All of the Yidden of Teveria should run to the city of Tzfas where the governor of Damascus would send troops to protect
them! The Yidden were alarmed and wanted to flee. Reb Chaim Abulafia, however, said, “I will go and discuss the matter with
Dahir EI Omar. He rebuilt the city for us and we owe him the aivn n12n of letting him in on the warning.”

When Reb Chaim and his delegation arrived at the sheik’s palace they were greeted by Abdule. Dahir EI Omar was busy with his
afternoon nap, but Abdule convinced him to see the important delegation. They presented Dahir with the letter. Dahir took it and
opened it up importantly. He didn’t know how to read, so he asked Abdule to read it for him. Dahir was terrified! Abdule, however,
dismissed it. Reb Chaim Abulafia explained to him that those two Yidden would not have written the letter if they didn’t have
credible evidence. But Abdule wasn't concerned. “The Sultan has nothing against Dahir EI Omar. We paid the Sultan his taxes
on time. | don’t see why he should be angry at us. Also, if the Sultan wanted to send an army to destroy us, he wouldn’t be sending
Suliman Pasha, he would be sending the governor of Tzidon. He is the authority over Teveria and receives their taxes. Suliman
Pasha is a rival of Dahir EIl Omar. The Sultan’s constant raving about Dahir’s great idea of rebuilding Teveria, and all of the new
taxes that it brings in is making Suliman Pasha increasingly jealous. He’s trying to scare us into sending him a load of cash to
stop him from attacking Tevaria. Those two Jews must have been forced to write the letter. Rabbi, don’'t worry about it. Write a
letter to your two Jewish friends in Damascus and tell them that it is absolutely nothing to worry about.”

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #72, Dial-A-Shiur / 9noR 123 10 1312 oy
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Five days later another letter arrived from those two great n'1'2a in Damascus. Again, they pleaded that the Yidden flee the city.
Reb Chaim Abulafia brought the letter to Dahir EI Omar, who proceeded to ask Abdule to read it. Abdule read it and repeated that
there’s nothing to worry about. He had done some investigating in the interim and confirmed that Suliman Pasha is talking about
mounting an attack, but Tzidon had issued Suliman Pasha a strong warning not to attack, and declared to them that they would
not allow it. They said that Teveria pays more taxes to the Sultan than any other city in the whole region, and it would be injurious
to the Sultans coffers if there would be an assault. Damascus wouldn’t dare attack us! Rabbi, go home. Don’t worry!

On the fifth day of Elul they got news that Suliman Pasha was marching toward the city. The talmidim ran to their Rebbe and
cried, “Rebbe, please! Let us do as the letter instructed us! We will try to make it to nox.” Reb Chaim did not allow it. “It would be
a terrible nwn 717'n. | do not believe that x1n 7112 wiTzn wants us to run. Sheik Dahir EI Omar brought us here to Teveria
and rebuilt the city for us. We must not desert him in his time of need. What are the other n*ia going to say? They're going to
say, Look! You build a city for the Jews, not only don’t they help defend the city, but in its time of crisis they run, leaving you to
fend for yourself and be destroyed. Absolutely not. | cannot allow such a nein "4%7'n. It would be a terrible lack of aivn mlan.
Also, Hashem gave us such kT Xny+0 to rebuild this holy city in such a short period of time, it was vavn 3017 n'7uny. |
believe that the n%7iy 7¥j i1ian is going to give me the N> to be able to save the a1ei'. The nrywi that are coming to destroy us
will not succeed. The n1o7 of the holy n'xam from the times of the njuin, and the n'x1inx from the times of the X3, and all
of the o'j7'1¥ that are here now will protect us. All the Yidden should gather by the holy o127 over here in n'120. They should
daven and blow shofar and ask that 70an' nwn should have nianna onus.”

Dahir El Omar and Abdule were very impressed with Reb Chaim Abulafia’s decision. Abdule divided the army into strategic
defensive positions. He hoped that Reb Chaim would daven, since he knew that only that would save the city. They saw Suliman
Pasha approaching with huge cannons and explosives. The talmidim were terrified, “l told you not to worry.” The Rav assured
them, “Come! Let us get ready for Shabbos.” That night, everyone came to shul as usual.

Then the shelling started. It was miraculous. Cannonballs were landing in the Kineret. Cannonballs were landing between houses.
They were all missing their targets! Everyone, besides for their arrogant sheik Dahir, realized that it was the zechus of the Rav
that was protecting the city. That wiTiz naw 7'7, Reb Chaim Abulafia gave his regular drasha. He confidently declared that they
had nothing to worry about. The zechus of the heiliga tzaddikim in Teveria would protect them. “Yidden! Be nnnwa! Have nynx
and have |iny ! We were xyi' this n'72 with the Tn that we experienced. We did the right thing by not running away.”

The bombardment continued for 14 days, but not a single house burned down despite the roofs being made of thin wood. Suliman
Pasha ran out of cannonballs. However, he wasn't going away so quickly. Abdule advised Dahir EI Omar to try making peace with
him. The anan of the Muslims was to send an old, wise, woman to ask for peace. Dahir EI Omar sent his grandmother with his
pet horse that was worth a thousand gulden. Suliman Pasha wouldn't hurt his grandmother. The horse would be a gift and she
would declare that they want peace. Suliman Pasha accepted the horse but replied that the only way he would leave the city is if
Dahir EI Omar would turn himself over as a prisoner. Those were terms they wouldn't accept, so they sat and waited to see what
would happen. Several weeks later Suliman Pasha received cannons that were even bigger than the earlier ones. Again, he
bombarded them with explosives. It was a spectacular sight! All the bombs exploded into the Kineret and other places harmlessly.
None of them hit their target! The Rav sent Jewish children to bring the unexploded bombs to Sheik Dahir so he should see the
great miracle. The Rav knew that he was hiding under the table and couldn’t see what was happening.

Dahir tried to appease Suliman Pasha again by sending his grandmother with a horse. Suliman would not consent and tried again
and again to destroy the city. He even tried digging under the walls so he could position explosives and detonate them. Miracle
of miracles, they couldn’t get the tunnels to go in the right direction. While all of this was going on there was a lull in the battle.
That gave the Yidden a chance to daven properly on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. They had plenty of n'2's1'7 because
n'2'M7 grow in Teveria, but they had no ainnx, no 0'0Tn and no niav. On the last day, n21 Xjvwin, along with the
negotiators came a Yid from Damascus who brought the other three of the n'a'm "1 that they didn't have. The Yidden were able
to be n''jm the niyn with tremendous nnnw and thanks to Hashem. They realized the great n'0'a that Hashem was doing in
the nio7 of their 7'y, Rav Chaim Abulafia. In the end, Suliman Pasha admitted to forcing the n'1'a2 in Damascus to write the
letters. He was planning on attacking the Rav as he was fleeing Tevaria and holding him ransom. Also, there was a terrible
epidemic in Tzefas which the Yidden of Tevaria were spared from by staying put. No one was hurt in the attack and nothing was
seriously damaged. Finally, on 1702 'T wTi naw, Suliman Pasha completely left the city. That day was established by Reb
Chaim Abulafia as a special Purim for the Yidden of Teveria from then on.

In this story, Reb Chaim Abulafia 7"'xt1 had to make a big decision; should they stay or should they go. Reb Chaim weighed out
the n*1T1Y carefully. When he arrived at his decision, he had |inpa in Hashem, and taught his 2ty to do so as well, with great
nnnw. During the whole bombardment he encouraged everyone with great confidence that they were doing the right thing. We
daven for X1neT XNY*0 in our decisions, but ultimately Hashem is doing everything and we should have |ing'a in Him alone to
take care of us. With that attitude we will have ¥i913n nn1n and nnnw in all situations.

2|A Life of Truth
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WEEK 24

See Mishna Berura 188:33 and Shulchan Aruch 306:1, 302:11
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

| noticed some dandruff on the lapel of my jacket. Can | shake or brush it off?

Some cholent must have gotten on me by the Seudah, as | see some dried cholent on my shirt. Can
| peel it off?

QUESTION 3

Well, | hope | did the right thing, and | peeled it off. But there’s still a stain on the shirt left from the
cholent. Can | scratch it off?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

With purim coming out on Motzei Shabbos, my Seudah Shlishis will end after shkiah and go into
Purim. What should | say by bentching? Retzei? All Hanissim? Both?

Answer: When Rosh Chodesh is Motzei Shabbos, there is a discussion amongst the Poskim what to
say by Bentching. But on Purim, the Mishnah Berurah (188:33) writes to say Retzei and not Al

HaNissim since there is really no Chiyuv at all to say Al HaNissim at all by bentching on Purim, rather
it is just a Reshus.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

My shul is davening the night of purim 15 minutes after Shabbos is over, which doesn't give us
enough time to get my kids into their costumes. Can we start changing them even before Shabbos
is over?

Answer: One may not do actions of preparation on Shabbos for after Shabbos. Getting dressed for
Purim would therefore not be allowed. However, there is a simple solution. If the children get
dressed on Shabbos and play in their costumes, it wouldn’'t be considered getting dressed for later,
but rather dressing up to play on Shabbos. One shouldn't say “let's get dressed for tonight”, but
rather “let’'s get dressed now so we can play etc.”.

QUESTION 3

My bochurim were “prahving” purim'dik by the Shabbos seudah, and had a few Le’chaims. One of
them drank too much and-please excuse me-threw up all over my kitchen floor. Can | take a bath
towel, wipe it up and put the towel in the laundry room for the rest of Shabbos?

Answer: The Shulchan Aruch (302:11) writes that if someone gets very dirty with mud or similar
things, he should not wipe his hands on a towel if typically he would clean the towel if it got so dirty.
By most people, if they have to clean up such a mess they would throw it into the washing machine
or run it under a sink. If so, a towel may not be used on Shabbos. Rather, as Rabbi Felder told us,
paper towels should be used. Even if not cut, one can unwrap the paper towels a lot, clean up the
mess, and throw out the dirty part of the roll, leaving the rest hanging from the garbage

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Stepping Stone
Part 11

Recap: Meir, a teenage bachur, fell into
depression after his father was exposed as a
career thief and was driven from the shtetl. While
sobbing in the forest one day, Velvel the Vasser
Tragger discovered him and invited him to stay at
his farm.

The sun was high in the sky as they drove out of
the shtetl toward Velvel’s farm. Meir clutched the
reins with taught muscles, nervous and calm all at
once. It felt good, steering the animals, and the
rhythmic clip-clop of the horses was soothing.

As they sat, side by side, on the bobbing wooden
wagon, Meir and Velvel chatted like old friends.
They were a study in contrasts: Meir, with his
dark, clipped hair and melancholy eyes set above
a tight smile and angular cheekbones, and Velvel,
his grey curls bouncing about, his silver beard
framing a laughing smile, his wrinkled eyes
twinkling merrily. And although they had just
become acquainted, there was a bond between
them, a bond of trust and kindness and caring.

“You look happy,” Velvel observed with a smile.

Meir stopped humming. He hadn’t even been
aware that he was humming. “I am happy,” he
admitted. “Today was wonderful. After I met you,
that is.”

“What made it so wonderful?” Velvel inquired.

“Firstly, I finally feel full,” Meir said, his eyes on
the road ahead. “I am always hungry. Always.
Thank you so much for the meal. I haven’t eaten
well in a long time, and I have to admit that it feels
great to be satiated.”

“Yes,” Velvel agreed. “Is that all?”

Meir looked thoughtful. “I’m also feeling good
because I am driving the horses and buggy,” he
said slowly, coming to the realization as he spoke.
“I’ve never done this before. It’s an amazing
feeling. When I drive the horses, I feel... I feel...
needed.”

“You are an insightful young man,” Velvel
responded, impressed. “And you’ve hit upon the
secret to success. It’s a feeling we all crave, we all
need. We need to feel needed. Look, there’s the
farm up ahead. Believe me, Meir, here you’ll be
very needed.”

As the wagon rolled through the gates of the farm,
more than a dozen children streamed down to



greetit. They piled in from all different directions,
boys and girls, young children and teenagers.
Bringing up the rear was a dignified, if elderly,
woman who was presumably Velvel’s wife.
“Hello, hello!” they called excitedly. “Welcome
back!”

Meir’s eyes widened as he tried to count the
children. He counted at least fifteen boys and
eight girls, but it was hard to tell for sure since
they were constantly moving. “I don’t
understand,” he said, nudging Velvel. “Who are
these children?”

Velvel laughed. “These are my children. Come,
let me settle the horses so that | can go and greet
them.”

“But... but...” Velvel had sounded perfectly
serious, but Meir was finding it difficult to believe
him. “How can you have so many children the
same age?” he asked, dumfounded. “And aren’t
you... um... aren’t you a little old to have
children?”

Velvel laughed again and wagged a shriveled
finger at Meir. “I’m not old! And Hashem sent me
a large family, baruch Hashem!”

“Tatte, Tatte,” five of the boys bleated together,
racing toward Velvel and enveloping him in a big
hug.

“Hello, kinderlach!” Velvel cried back, just as
joyfully. “Come, we have a guest. Let’s all go
inside and I’ll introduce you to him.”

A bewildered Meir followed his host and the
throng of skipping children into the house, where
an elderly woman stood near the stove, apparently
waiting for them. Her face was creased with
wrinkles, her posture somewhat stooped. But her
eyes were warm and her smile genuine. Meir
immediately placed her as Velvel’s wife.

He looked around the large room, his eyes taking
in the many lanterns that lit up the room to a
shining glow. A long table stood in the center of
the cavernous room, lined on each side by an
endless row of chairs. Meir watched as Velvel
took his place at the head of the table. Two
children hurried over with a water basin, which he
used to wash his hands.

Meanwhile, the rest of the children in the family
were scrubbing up at the water pail and taking
their seats around the table. As they sat down one
by one, Velvel introduced them to Meir, whom he
had seated right beside him. “This is Shmulik and
Naftali. Here’s Chaim, and Sruli, and Dovid’l.”
He continued on and on, introducing each of the
children, and Meir listened open-mouthed,
wondering if he would ever learn all their names.

Three girls stood at the stove, where fragrant
aromas were wafting from the pots. Velvel’s wife
sat at the far end of the table, directing them from
there. As one of the girls dished out steaming
bowls of soup, her sisters brought the soup to the
table, serving Velvel and his wife, then Meir, and
then the rest of their many siblings lining the
table.

“Tatte, look what I made!” a sweet-looking little
boy called excitedly. He scrambled onto Velvel’s
lap, showing off his creation with a beaming
smile. Velvel oohed and aahed over the
masterpiece as the little boy’s smile grew wider
than Meir thought was possible.

As he slid off Velvel’s lap, the next child came
over for a little attention. He was taller than the
first, and Meir placed him at ten years old. “Zaide,
Zaide!” he exclaimed, breathless with excitement.

As Velvel listened attentively, the boy told him
about a new skill he had learned on the farm, but
Meir’s mind was too busy churning to listen.



Zaide? Was Velvel the boy’s grandfather? It
actually made a lot of sense, considering Velvel’s
age, but where was the boy’s parents? And the
first boy had been a good five years younger than
this one, and he’d called Velvel, “Tatte.”

As Meir pondered the subject, a slight girl with
two braids came over, holding a small tray of
muffins. “I made these for you,” she said shyly,
handing Velvel the tray.”

“For me?” Velvel asked, his astonishment and joy
causing a gratified blush to creep up on the girl’s
cheeks. “I didn’t know you were so talented!
These muffins look delicious! Here, Meir, you are
the guest. Please, | want you to have the first
muffin that Gittel baked for us.”

Meir tried to tamp down the questions in his mind
and forced himself to focus on the beautiful
atmosphere, the camaraderie, and the satisfying
meal instead of harping on the details that didn’t
seem to add up. He finished his soup and put
down his spoon, watching the elderly Velvel
interact with his many, many children.

“Yankel, Asher, did everything go smoothly
today on the farm?”

“Yes, Tatte,” the two responded in unison.

“And how are the horses doing today,
Shimmele?”” Velvel addressed a quiet looking boy
sitting toward the middle of the table.

Shimmele perked up. “Very good,” he said, a
touch of pride in his voice.

“And, you, Nachum? Weren’t you working on a
table for someone? How is it coming along?”

“Baruch Hashem,” the boy called Nachum, a
confident looking youth in his mid-teens, replied
with a smile. “The customer came to see it today,
and he was very satisfied.”

Velvel gave him a warm smile. “That’s excellent,
Nachum! Chana’le? Raizel? Were you able to
bake the challahs for the poor people for
Shabbos?”

“Yes, Zaidy,” one of the girls sitting near Velvel’s
wife responded, twirling the end of her braid.
“And Shifra has already packed up the packages,
so they’ll be all ready to be delivered tomorrow.”

“Wonderful!” Velvel beamed at his children.
“Who wants to bring the basin so that | can wash
my hands and recite birchas hamazon?”

As the children scrambled out of the chairs, a
lightbulb went off in Meir’s mind, and he finally
understood what was going on. These children
were not Velvel’s biological children, but
children who needed a home, who needed loving
parents, and who had found what they were
looking for in Velvel and his wife.

He turned to the boy sitting beside him. “Where
are you from?” he asked quietly.

The boy shrugged. He obviously didn’t want to
answer the question.

Meir turned to the boy across from him. “And
you... Shmulik, isn’t it? Where are you from
originally?”

Shmulik looked uncomfortable. “Ask me
something else,” he said, also avoiding the
question.

Meir took the hint and stopped questioning. He
benched quietly and then stood up with the others,
looking questioningly at Velvel. His host put a
warm hand on his shoulder. “Let’s talk,” he said
quietly. “The children will prepare for bed now,
and then we’ll have some time to speak.”

With so many children helping clear the table and
wash the dishes, the kitchen was sparkling in no



time. They waited as the kitchen emptied out, the
children’s happy chatter fading along with their
footsteps. Velvel’s wife gave Meir an
encouraging smile as she slowly made her way
out of the room, and then the kitchen was empty.

“What’s going on?” Meir asked in a low voice,
just in case some of the children were still in
earshot. “Please, I must understand what’s
happening here.”

“They are all children from broken homes,”
Velvel explained slowly. He didn’t say, “Just like
yours,” but Meir heard it anyway. “They each
have their own background story, but the common
thread joining them all was their desire to find joy
again. | promised them that if they would come to
live with us here on the farm, they would find the
happiness they were seeking. And they did.”

“But how?” Meir asked plaintively. “How did
they find happiness if they knew heartbreak and
tragedy wherever they came from?” He didn’t
say, “And how can I, too, find that happiness?”
He didn’t have to. Velvel understood him.

Velvel patted his guest on the back. “You want to
know the secret, huh? I’ll tell you how. Through
hard work. When someone works hard investing
all his energy and efforts into something with
tangible results, he will be happy.”

Meir looked skeptical. “That’s all? Just hard
work, and boom, I’ll be happy?”

“It isn’t enough to just work hard,” Velvel
clarified. “You need to work hard for somebody
else. You need to invest yourself in doing, not for
yourself, but for others. Try to ease his plight,
try to help him however you can. Forget about
your own problems, and focus on the problems of
another. That’s where you’ll find happiness!”

He peeked at Meir, and satisfied that the boy was
listening and absorbing his message, he allowed
himself to continue. He lowered his voice. “You
saw Nachum tonight, didn’t you? If you think you
have it bad, once you’ll hear about Nachum,
you’ll realize just how fortunate you are.
Nachum’s mother was married to someone else
before marrying his father, and she did not receive
a get before marrying a second time.”

Meir let out a small gasp.

“l see you understand correctly,” Velvel
continued in the same low voice, his eyes
betraying the pain he felt on Nachum’s behalf.
“Our wonderful Nachum is a mamzer, with all the
repercussions that comes along with it. The
stigma of his status followed him persistently in
his childhood, and he was the victim of terrible
bullying. You must understand that even once he
came here, where he is respected for the human
being that he is, his troubles are far from over.
There is nothing humanely possible that can be
done to reverse the effects of his mother’s terrible
deed.”

Meir tried to picture himself in Nachum’s shoes,
crushed under the burden of an irreversible life
sentence, and found that Velvel was right. By
comparison, his own situation was a walk in the
park.

“I took Nachum in, and apprenticed him to a
carpenter,” Velvel continued. “And along with his
carpentry skills, his confidence was polished as
well. When he comes of age, | hope to marry him
off to a maidservant, who will convert, and his
children will be perfectly kosher Jews. Take a
look at him, and you’ll never guess that he was
once a beaten child with his head perpetually bent
in shame. The work he did for others, building for



them and enhancing their lives, has in turn
enhanced his own life.”

“What about your own children?” Meir asked
after a long, contemplative pause.

“My wife and I weren’t blessed with biological
children,” Velvel responded, matter-of-factly.
“But we didn’t let this bog us down or keep us
from accomplishing in life. Instead, we adopted
children, children without homes and children
without parents. Our family is arguably the
biggest in the country. We always have between
twenty and thirty children in our home, and
whenever we marry some of them off, we quickly
take in new ones. Hashem may have decreed that
my wife never bear a child, but we are as far from
childlessness as can possibly be.”

“Wow,” Meir said, awed by the elderly man
sitting beside him.

“From now on, you, too, Meir, are one of our
children,” Velvel said softly, putting an arm
around Meir’s frail shoulders. “Consider this your
home, and consider me in the place of your
missing father. We will find you a job that suits
your temperament, perhaps driving the horse and
wagon, and I hope that you will succeed in finding
the joy that so many other children before you
have discovered on this farm.”

Meir stood up, overcome with gratitude, and
hugged Velvel tightly. “I don’t know how to
thank you,” he said, his voice scratchy with
emotion. “What should I call you, Tatte? Zeide?”
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“That’s up to you,” Velvel replied, warmly
returning the embrace. “You should really head to
bed now. Here on the farm, we all get up at dawn.
There’s no such thing as sleeping the day away.
Come, I’ll show you to your room.”

Meir followed him out of the kitchen, thinking
about the endless sleep — eat — sleep cycle that he
couldn’t seem to break out of in the depression of
his mother’s home. “What if...” he suddenly
began, and then stopped.

Velvel turned around, his expression open and
inviting. “Yes?”

“What if I can’t take my mind off of my
problems?” Meir asked hesitantly, unable to
imagine returning to a worry-free life.

Velvel gave a quiet laugh. “Don’t worry so much,
Meir! You’ll see that you’ll be too busy here to
think about your problems. Just try it, try one day
focusing on assisting others with their problems,
and you’ll understand exactly what [ mean.”

The next morning dawned bright and early, and
Meir rose along with the others, blinking away
cobwebs of sleep. Completely unaccustomed to
waking so early, he had a very groggy morning,
that first morning, but with time, his body
adjusted to the schedule. For the next few days,
he joined Velvel on his water carrier rounds,
getting excellent practice at the reins before he
was designated as the farm’s official driver.

His days were long and busy, but extremely
fulfilling. He slept a scant five hours each night, a
far cry from the eighteen hours of slumber he’d
gotten used to at the height of his depression, and
yet he never felt more alive, more energetic, more
capable, and more at peace with himself. As he
delivered packages of challahs, baked by the girls
Velvel had taken in, to poverty-stricken families
in the village, the positive feeling of doing for
others filled the father-sized void in his heart.
Slowly, he began to heal.

There was another boy on the farm his own age, a
tall, sunburned young man named Yoni, and the



two became close friends. Yoni, like all the others
in Velvel’s household, came from a broken home,
but under Velvel’s care, he blossomed and
thrived. The two boys would talk for hours,
sharing their memories, both the good and the
bad, and their dreams of the future.

The months and years passed, and both boys soon
became of marriageable age. Velvel hadn’t grown
any younger, but his youthful spirit and massive
heart didn’t weaken in the slightest even as his
hands began to tremble and his vision slowly
faded. Like a true father, he carefully sought out
matches for both of them, and within a few
months, Meir left Velvel’s home to form his own,
followed shortly afterward by Yoni.

Although he never saw his father again, the
rehabilitated Meir didn’t abandon his mother and
siblings to a sorry future. He supported them
financially, as well as emotionally, and to the best
of his ability, ensured that their difficult
circumstances did not prevent them in building
their lives anew.

With their own fledgling families to support, Meir
and Yoni began to look into different business
opportunities. Once again, it was Velvel who
came to their aid and offered to lend them the
capital to start their business. The friends used the
money to purchase a huge tract of forest, and
before long they were operating a successful
timber business together.

Their families continued to grow, and the
relationship between Meir and Yoni grew along
with them. They were more than friends and
business partners; they were practically brothers,
having shared in each other’s hopes and sorrows,
and of course, having shared the same ‘father’,
Velvel.

And watching the two of them, mature and
distinguished businessmen who contributed to the
community and were raising Torah-true families,
no one had more nachas than Velvel the vasser-
tragger. They may have been just two of the tens
of children he’d invested his heart into, but to
Velvel, each of those tens of children was as
precious as an only son.

One morning after Shacharis, as Meir and Yoni
wrapped up their tefillin and prepared to get a start
on their workday, they heard a commotion
outside. A funeral was being announced in the
shul courtyard. Hurrying outside, they heard the
name of the departed man, and a deep sorrow
overcame them. It was Velvel, the man who had
rescued them both from despair and given them a
new lease on life.

The two men stared at each other in shock before
falling on each other’s shoulders in terrible grief.
“Oy, oy!” Meir cried, weeping bitterly. From
deep inside his shoulder, Yoni responded with
pained wails of his own. Velvel had passed away!
Velvel was no longer with them! The pain was
enormous; it felt as though they had lost their
father.

Velvel’s levayah was one of the largest the village
had seen. A huge crowd of villagers turned out to
pay their last respects to the water-carrier, the
tzaddik, who lived in their midst. The streets were
teeming with people, first men and then women.
Velvel had been a fixture in the shtetl, and his
passing affected everyone.

And in the center of the crowd, their minds numb
with grief, were the twenty-five children who still
lived on the farm, all of whom had considered
Velvel their father. They were joined by the many
young adults who had already married and
‘graduated’ the farm, but who nevertheless



considered themselves part of the family. Velvel
had never fathered a child of his own, yet he
nevertheless had tens of bereaved children at his
funeral.

When the levayah was over and Velvel was laid
to rest in the local cemetery, his wife returned to
the farm to sit shivah. A huge crowd of her
adopted children followed her there, to sit with
her and reminisce about Velvel, to try to comfort
her with their memories of Velvel’s kindness and
generosity. Meir and Yoni, too, were there,
soaking up the stories and telling anecdotes of
their own. For seven days, they remained at the
farm, part and parcel of the shivah. They were,
after all, Velvel’s children.

When the week of mourning was over, Meir and
Yoni stood up to address the unspoken question
that hung in the air. What would be with the
children? Who would care for them now that
Velvel had passed away? And what about
Velvel’s wife?

“Mamme,” Meir said, addressing the woman who
had given him a home when he’d needed it the
most. “Yoni and I wanted to tell you that we will
step into Tatte’s shoes. We will care for you, for
the farm, and for the children who are here, just
as you and Tatte have done for so many years.”

Velvel’s wife’s eyes filled with tears as she
looked at the two of them, remembering the days
when they’d first arrived on the farm. Gone was
the anger, the melancholy, the despair in their
eyes. Instead, she glimpsed strength,
determination, and kindness, testimony to the
success of her husband’s caring. “Thank you,”
she said quietly.

True to their word, the two friends took
responsibility for the farm and its occupants.
Under their leadership, Velvel’s kindness evolved

into a full-scale orphanage, where children from
disadvantaged homes were cared for and
rehabilitated. The orphanage, one of the first such
Jewish institutions in Europe, carefully followed
Velvel’s model of achieving success through
working hard for others instead of focusing on
one’s own problems.

Indeed, because the two friends had personally
experienced how Velvel’s model worked, they
saw extraordinary success, helping many, many
children grow out of their difficult circumstances
into successful adults. And just as his rebbi had
promised so many Yyears earlier, Meir saw
firsthand how his own challenge served as the
very stepping stone to his success.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A329
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EARLS OF WISDOM %
FROM THE PARSHAH Excellent Advice

(0 ) XIP”) 220 KD 02T DY TR TR WX
A constant fire shall be kindled on the altar; it shall not go out. (Fayikra 6:6)

I heard an eitzab that is a real jewel. We just need “Let there be light” - and created light....

to make a habit of it. It is built on three principles:

Praying’ praying a lot’ and the power OfTorah. Early Torah sources CXPlain that thiS 1s thC

Regarding the power of Torah, it is written: meaning also of the following verse:

Wyl Y ' 9273 - By the word of DONY1 2¥1 7727 ‘0 0YivY - Always,
Hashem, the heavens were made.! Hashem, Your word stands up in the heavens.?
It says in the Zohar concerning this: Hashem’s utterance of 7 7 — “Let there be a

firmament” — is what sustains the heavens at every
Hashem looked in the Torah and created

moment. It keeps them standin .
the world. He looked in the words mx 1> — ¢ ps them sta §tp

1 Tehillim 33:6. 2 Ibid 119:89.
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Along these lines, the Torah’s words x99 x97 —
“He shall surely heal” — hold within them all the
power of healing in the world. The words D2 N2
T2 nawa - “You shall speak in them when you
sit in your house” — contain the trait of hasmadah

and its power. And so forth.

In light of the above, if a person wishes to daver
over a certain matter, he should recite a pasuk that
speaks of the matter he needs, saying the pasuk as a
plea to Hashem. He will thus have not only Tefilah
but also the special Torah power that these holy
words contain. He will be utilizing the particular
word of Hashem, contained in these words of Torah,
that is specifically relevant to the issue. In this way he
will attain what he seeks.

This teaching of the Shelah Hakadosh is quoted
also in the name of the great Mekubal R. Moshe
Cordovero, that if a sinful or vain thought comes
into a person’s head, he should recite, with great

(J)

Tell About It

If he offers it to give thanks. (Vayikra 7:12)

There are four types of offerings: Olah, Chatas,
Asham and Shelamim. The Korban Shelamim, the
peace offering, is not brought because of a sin. It is
akorban a person brings because he wants to “share”
his simchah with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. When he
brings this type of korban, he receives most of the

ICH QY

intensity, the verse from this week’s parshah: wx
120N XY nama Y TR TR - “A constant fire
shall be kindled on the altar; it shall not go out,” and

he should repeat it again and again.

Based on this, we could say the following. If
a person who regularly suffers from undesirable
thoughts will set aside a time to recite these words
a hundred times a day, or five hundred times, he
will be performing a three-fold activity: praying,
praying repeatedly, and drawing zaharah and
kedushah upon himself by means of the words
themselves, for this is their inherent quality, as
explained above.

If a person keeps this up every day, and recites the
pasuk dozens or hundreds of times, and after he grows
accustomed to it, he adds more and more, until he
eventually comes to recite this verse, this fervent plea,
thousands of times, as time goes on he will experience
illumination and derive tremendous benefit. ®

(20,7 Xp”) 232077 77N Yy X

meat for himself to eat, the koben gets the certain
cuts that are to go to him from a korban, and the
eimurim, the fats and innards specified by the Torah,
are burned on the Mizbeach. Thus, all parties “share”
in this korban and benefit from it.

And what about a Korban Todah?
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An additional requirement of the Korban Todah

is that forty loaves of bread are brought along with it.
These loaves are to be eaten partially by the kobanim
and partially by the bringer of the offering.

When a person brought a Korban Shelamim,
he received a lot of meat, and had a limited time-
period to eat it. Since he couldn’t finish it all himself
that day and night and following day, and there is a
mitzvah to finish the meat, he would invite people
to partake of it with him. He would typically invite
friends and relatives.

With the Korban Torah, the time factor is
even more pressing. He has a day less to eat it, and
there are also the forty loaves of bread that come
along with it, which also must be eaten within the
specified time-period. So the bringer of the korban

would need to invite a lot more people.

Since alot of people would thus be at the banquet
of the korban, this would publicize the miracles and
kindnesses of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, since a person
would bring a Korban Todah in order to give thanks
for a chesed and nes that Hashem did for him.

When Hashem does chesed for a person, he should
publicize it, he should tell people about it. This is a

very important thing.

About the Korban Todah it says:

%RSHA TopIC

Command Aharon and his sons, saying...

5IP2 ANNI M 1392 PYYN 11907
oy — They shall recount His deeds with
joyous song... and elevate Him in the

congregation of the people.!

This is why, in the chapter of Tebillim called
Mizmor 'Todab, it says:

X 2 'Y i — Give thanks with
bugle blows to Hashem, all the earth.?

We need to thank Hashem with a loud voice and
make His Name known in all the earth.

N'IPN 1 D'W31 ﬂ'ﬂn nay I'IZ_ITN :[‘7 - To
You I will offer a thanksgiving offering, and
I will call out the Name of Hashem.3

When we speak about Hakadosh Baruch Hu
and publicize His acts of chesed, we bring health
and happiness and everything good to the people
around us. Because when people hear our story, it
causes them to recognize Hashem and love Him and
attach to Him. And that is the source of everything
good in the world. e

1 Tehillim 107:22,32.
2 Ibid 100:1.
3 Ibid 116:17.

/ rizus

(2,1 X71) INKY P33 DK IR XY
. (Vayikra 7:2)

Tzav is an exhortation to have zrizus. (Rashi)

Doing Deeds

Sefer Mesilas Yesharim speaks about the trait
of zrizus, of alacrity:

Zrizus has two parts, the first before
one acts, and the second, after one
acts. Before one performs an action,

zrizus entails not missing out on the



opportunity to perform the mitzvah.
Rather, when its time comes, or when
the opportunity presents itself, or when
one thinks of doing it, one should rush
to act, to grab hold of it and perform it,
and not allow time to pass in between,
because this is the greatest danger.
Every second that passes, something
could come up to hinder a person from

performing the good act.

Accordingly, we see that all deeds of
tzaddikim are always performed quickly. It
says about Avraham, “Avraham hurried to
the tent, to Sarah, and said, ‘Hurry...." he
gave to the lad, and hurried...”! It says about
Rivkah, “She hurried and poured out her
bucket....”? It says similarly in the Midrash
[about Manoach’s wife]: ““The woman
hurried....® This teaches that all the deeds
of tzaddikim are performed quickly.* They
do not allow time to intervene, neither
before starting the mitzvah nor before
finishing it.>

The Ramchal is teaching us that the first point
in zrizus is doing the deed. The moment a person
thinks to do a mitzvah, “He should rush to act.”
Why? “Because this is the greatest danger. Every
second that passes, something could come up to
hinder him from performing the good act.” In one
second, a person could lose everything, because a
lot of things happen in the world. This is the way
the world is.

Chazal say:

1 Bereishis ch. 18.

2 Ibid 24.

3 Shoftim ch. 13.

4 Bemidbar Rabbah ch. 10.

5 Mesilas Yesharim ch. 7, “Explanation of the parts of
Zrizus.”

Every day, a Heavenly voice goes out

from Har Chorev and says, “Woe to

people, because of the insult to Torah.”

Obviously, not everyone hears this Heavenly
voice. This brings the masters of avodah to ask
who benefits from this voice, and who even hears
it?

follows. Sometimes

The

inspiration awakens within a person, and he

answer 1is as

wants to strengthen his Torah learning or mitzvah
observance, and he decides he will finish Shas,
or daven with more kavanah, or perform the
mitzvah of sukkah more perfectly, and so forth.
All these decisions stem from the Heavenly voice
that goes out from Har Chorev. So when a person
feels this inspiration, when he so to speak hears
the Heavenly voice from Har Chorev, he needs
to realize how important it is not to miss the
moment. He needs to getinto action immediately,
to start translating his decisions into actual deeds

right away.
This is the metaphor that the Tanach offers:

D37 DY A%TIn X2 A1 730 07T Yip
niyay1 Sy xapn — The sound of my
Beloved, behold, He is coming! He
is skipping over the mountains; He is

jumping over the hills.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu acts fast. He hurries His
world, so to speak. He brings inspiration to it for
a mere moment, and whoever catches it while it is
there will succeed, and whoever missed it, missed
it. That’s it; Hashem already moved on. Hashem

“skips” and “jumps” along, so to speak.

Moving On

We can hear a clear message from Shir

6 Shemos Rabbah 41:7.
7 Shir Hashirim 2:8.




Hashirim that we need to translate our good

intentions into good deeds immediately:

Y ONAR % OMNa poiT OTIT Yip
'nnn >n> — The sound of my Beloved
knocking: “Open for Me, My sister, My
spouse, My dove, My perfect one.”®

Hakadosh Baruch Hu is knocking on the door
for us, using all loving expressions: “My sister, My

spouse, My dove, My perfect one.”

17277 20207 "DiXp Yu Kn1 WKW -
Because My head is full of dew, and My
locks of the dampness of night.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants to come in. He
asks, so to speak, of every Jew: Please let Me into

your home, into your life; please learn another

daf Gemara.

And what did the Jewish people answer to
Hashem when they heard Him knocking and
asking to be let in? Did they say that they don’t
want to let Him in the door? No, they answered

as follows:

PRYNY MYAZK TIDKONINI NX NV
DOILX 122K 931 NX - I took off my
cloak already, how can I put it on again?
I washed my feet, how can I get them

dirty again?'®

The Jewish people said, so to speak: Right
now, I am tired. Tomorrow morning, first thing,

I will open a Gemara and sit down to learn with

hasmadab...

But Hakadosh Baruch Hu doesn’t wait for us.

na o i YWY 79T — My Beloved
put His hand in through the hole."

There is a hole next to the door, and after

8 Ibid 5:2.
9 Ibid.

10 Ibid v. 3.
11 Ibid v. 4.

Hashem put His hand through it, so to speak, and
I saw His hand, then I looked through the hole
and I saw that He left.

oY NI oym - And my innards longed for
Him.!?

When I saw that He left, I longed so much to

draw close to Him!

And then,

Y1377 NRoY 2IX *nnp — I got up to open for my
Beloved.®

This signifies that the Jewish people did
complete teshuvah.

7in 39V1 > — My hands were dripping with
myrrh.!

The scent of myrrh and other perfumes spreads
far. This expresses the idea that the Jewish people
called out to “my Beloved,” to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, to come back to them.

But there was nothing that could be done at
that point:

72y pnn 7T - My Beloved left and
moved on."”

It was too late.

PRI IPDREN K7 IPRYRI 17272 ARY) YW
213y K91 — My soul went out when He spoke. I
looked for Him but I could not find Him; I called

out to Him but He did not answer me.'®

If you wait a minute too long, you lose
everything. Yes, you did it all, you did your
hishtadlus and you made your chizuk. But the
train left already. Without you.

The Torah says:

If you leave me for one day, I will leave

you for two days."”

12 Ibid.

13 Ibid v. 5.

14 Ibid.

15 Ibid v. 6.

16 Ibid.

17 Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachos 9:5.
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If we don’t grab hold of the Torah for a day,

there is already two days’ distance between us and

the Torah. The train keeps on going. The world
keeps moving forward. This is how Hakadosh
Baruch Hu runs His world. Which is why Chazal
say:

mxnY oo Tpn 011 — Those who

have zrizus, do mitzvos early.'®

The word Dmpn in the above-quoted
teaching could also be interpreted to mean
“introduction,” inTpi. This implies that the trait
of zrizus serves as an introduction to keeping
mitzvos, since without it, we can’t really do

mitzvos, because they simply slip away from us.

A Song

Zrizus is more than just a praiseworthy quality

to attain. There is a more fundamental point here.

Everything in the world has a message that it

speaks to us. For instance, it is written:

P APYM SR TiAD DI90N DNV
71 13- The heavens recount the
glory of G-d, and the firmaments tell
about the work of His hands."

How do “the heavens recount the glory of
G-d”? Let’s talk about the sun. One of the amazing
things in the natural world is that the sun rises
every day in the east and sets in the west. The sun
has a certain path. This is one of the facts that
scientists brought as proof that the earth revolves

on an axis.

18 Pesachim 4a.
19 Tehillim 19:2.
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Thereisamessage here. The sun moves millions
of miles a day, and its illumination travels to us
at the speed of 186,000 miles a second. This is
the speed of light. This is the speed of the natural
world. It’s pretty fast. We don’t usually notice it;

what does it teach us?

The ancients explained that this movement,

this speed, makes tremendous noise.

If not for the noise of the multitudes in Rome,

we would hear the noise of the orbit of the sun.?®

The sound coming from the great metropolis
of Rome drowns out the noise of the orbit of
the sun, implying that the movement of the sun
would theoretically make a tremendous amount

of noise.

This noise, the natural movement of the sun as

it orbits at a great speed, is the “song” of the sun.

The sun’s very existence stems from its song.
When Yehoshua stood in Givon and wished to
stop the sun, he did not say Ty pyaxa wnw -
“May the sun in Givon stand in its place,” but
rather M7 Y2321 wnw — “May the sun in Givon
fall silent.”*" As long as the sun moves, it praises
Hashem, and this is where its power to exist

comes from.?

In other words, its song makes it move, and
its movement is its song. These two things are

actually one.

From this we learn that speed, zrizus, is the

song of the world. o

20 Yoma 20b.
21 Yehoshua 10:12.
22 Yalkut Shimoni, Yehoshua 22.
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