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Mr. Charlie Harary

Candy-Coated Diamonds

ne of the great impedi-

ments to success is under-

standing your challenge. If
you don’t understand it, it's hard
to overcome it. In life, one of the
greatest challenges is taavos, de-
sires. We don’t really understand
what they are, and we think that
unholy taavos is an indication that
we are unholy. But that brings its
own level of disgust and despair.

What is taava?

I want to share with you an in-
sight that changed my life, from a
Rav named Rav Itche Meir Mor-
genstern in his sefer B'yam Dark-
echa. Let me give you an example.

Years ago, I read about this drug
cartel that was evading the author-
ities. The authorities didn’t know
how this gang had so much mon-
ey. Even after blocking every bank
account and watching everything
about these guys, somehow, they
still remained wealthy and were
able to corner the market in drugs.
Until the authorities got tipped off
to the real secret behind their suc-
cess.

The gang was offering peasant
farmers the ability to cross the bor-
der, but wasn't feeding them until
they got extremely hungry. Then,
on the vans, they would pass out
candies that the farmers would eat.
The gang would continue crossing
the border, passing through with-
out the slightest cause of alarm,
where the farmers would get sick.
The gang would then bring them to

special, private facilities where some
would heal and some would die.

Why were the farmers getting sick?
Because the gang was taking dia-
monds and congealing a candy shell
around them. The farmers in their
hunger would consume several of
these candies and get sick from them.
Then, once across the border, they
extracted these diamonds. Under
such surreptitious conditions, they
were able to maintain their illegal ac-
tivities.

You want to know what taava is?
Rav Itche Meir Morgenstern explains
that everything in this world is sus-
tained by Divine sparks (nitzotzos).
They contain a bit of Hashem, a bit of
light. Sometimes you can access the
light through positivity called mitz-
vos, but sometimes Hashem puts the
light in a candy shell, in something
that is forbidden. The reason why
you want that isn’t for the candy, it
isn’t for the taava. You want it be-
cause your neshama wants that Di-
vine spark; it wants that spiritual
pleasure. As such, youre drawn to-
ward that thing.

But when your eyes and heart see
it, you say, “I know why I want it. I
want the shell, I want the candy.” For
so many people, they go for the shell
and grow spiritually sick.

But some people get it. They say,
“Why is the yetzer hara giving me all
of these taavos?” These people look
at the shell and don’t go for it. And
by not going for the shell, you know
what they do? They unlock it. They
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unlock the outside and they release
the spark, accessing much more plea-
sure than they ever could have got-
ten from the outside shell. “Through
overcoming the challenge, a person
receives the Divine Spark and experi-
ences extreme pleasure,” writes Rav
Morgenstern. You gain that spark,

Rabbi Joey Haber

The Deciding Factor

that deeper pleasure. When you feel
taava, don’t think, “I'm unholy.”
Think, “Hashem is going to give me a
spark. I'm about to be satisfied spiri-
tually.” All you need to do is not take
the candy and just take the diamond.
Can you imagine if one farmer would
have taken a whole bucket of those

ecisions are tough, but ulti-
D mately, our lives are in Hash-
em’s hands. He decides how
things will go. You can sit and grow
frustrated, wondering and worrying
about a myriad of concerns, but that
will not resolve problems.
The solution?
Sit down, weed out the insignif-
icant information, focus on what is
important, and then make a decision.

When you are then done making
a decision, turn to Hashem and
say, “Now, it’s in Your hands. I'm
ready to move forward.” Whatever
area this may be in your life, make
that decision and move your life
forward. Because once you move
ahead, you start to create momen-
tum.

“A man of wise heart takes mitz-
vos” (Mishlei 10:8). Such a per-

Rabbi David Shelby

There are No Mistakes

othing is impossible for
NHashem. When you pray,
don’t settle for less. Pray

from your heart even though it
seems like it is impossible.

An elderly woman lived in a nurs-
ing home. Her children, fortunately,
would visit her often and show her
great love and respect.

One day, the family received a
phone call that she had passed on.
Knowing what the next steps were,
the family began with the funer-
al proceedings and shiva arrange-
ments.

A few days into the shiva, the
phone rang, and the daughter
picked up. Instantly, she heard her
mother’s voice. Not believing her
ears, she fainted. She had gone to
hospital, participated in the funeral,
been at the cemetery. She knew her
mother was no longer alive. How

could she be hearing her voice?

Seconds later, one of the grand-
children picked up the phone as
well. And there the grandmother
was, beginning to grow disheart-
ened. “Why hasn’t anyone come by
in the past week? I'm all alone!” The
family couldn’t believe it. They be-
gan bawling with tears, falling into
each other’'s arms and embracing
one another like they never had be-
fore. Immediately, they raced to the
nursing home, wondering what on
earth had happened.

As was soon discovered, the nurs-
ing assistants erred. The roommate
of the grandmother had passed
away, not the grandmother. Mistak-
enly, they phoned the wrong fam-
ily. Suddenly, all the regrets they
voiced at the grandmother’s funeral
and all the things they wished they
had told her could be spoken.

candies and stuck it in his pockets?
He would be a millionaire.

Every day, Hashem says, “I'm
sending you candies left and right.
Don’t take them. Resist. Because if
you do, you will get much more
than candies. You'll get diamonds.”

son generates positive motion and
movement in their life. Don’t re-
main in a state of indecision. If you
do, you'll be putting yourself in a
state of frustration. Make a deci-
sion and build momentum.

You'll thank yourself that you
did.

But now, a nightmare dilemma
arose for the nursing home. How
would the nursing home manage-
ment inform the other family that
their loved one passed away four
days ago? Finally, the nursing
home manager called the woman’s
son.

“l hate to share bad news, but
your mother passed away.” “Mr.
Manager,” replied the son, after
composing himself, “my mother
was an older woman. As we have
documented, please proceed with
the process of cremation as ar-
ranged.” But the manager knew
otherwise. “I'm sorry to tell you,
but four days ago, we went ahead
with a Jewish burial in a Jewish
cemetery.” The son grew instantly
silent. The manager could only sur-
mise that the son was fuming at this
news.

“Sir, I'm sorry. We have never
made such a mistake...” But before
the manager could continue, the son
interrupted. “Don’t worry about

2



the mistake. There are no mistakes.
There really is a G-d.” The manager
urged the son to continue.

“My mother was a religious
woman who use to recite Tehillim
all the time. My sisters and I, un-
fortunately, turned irreligious and
disavowed our belief in the after-
life. We thought it was all old-fash-
ioned. But our mother never failed
to tell us that she wanted a Jewish
burial the way it is supposed to be.
We continued to chide her, telling
her that her request was nonsense.

But she remained persistent. ‘I am going
to pray for a Jewish burial, and Hashem
is going to make it happen,” she’'d al-
ways say.

“After a while, I grew so incensed that
my mother was so adamant about this.
I told her that no matter what, I'd be
certain to make sure she’d be cremated,
no matter what. My mother’s request
went unheard. It was a done deal, in my
mind. But my mother never stopped
praying or giving up on her desire for a
Jewish burial. And now, I see, she won.”

Looking at this story from the out-

Rabbi Avi Slansky

A Simple Life

t a time when our world is
divided and we need peace,
let us do our part to infuse it

into our personal lives, our families,
our communities and our society at
large. Life is too short to embroil our-
selves in strife and conflict. Pick up
the phone and say you are sorry. If
it's with your spouse, give in; if it's
with your child, show them under-
standing and perhaps grant them
their request. And within your own
life, calm the raging storms of inner
turmoil and tension. We all have
these inner forces within us clashing,

and it is time that they stop fighting
more than they need to.

In the world at large too, the count-
less options we have haven’t made life
any simpler. If any, it’s made life more
complicated and caused more conflict
and confusion in navigating a success-
ful lifestyle.

It's been said that “Variety is the
brainchild of America.” There is an
abundance of choices everywhere we
turn. From clothing to cars to hous-
es, there are innumerable choices. If
we’ve learned nothing other than one
thing from our lives until this point,

R'Yitzchok Aryeh Epstein

Bad News is Good News

avid, a computer scientist
living in Petach Tikvah,
received a call one day

from his boss, who asked that he
come into the office on a partic-
ular day and time. An informal
hearing would be held, he ex-
plained. This wasn’t good news,

David knew as much. Most likely,
they would ask him some questions,
deliberate together, and then fire
him. The most that he’d get would be
severance pay.

Although David was naturally anx-
ious about life, when he heard this,
he knew that it was the beginning of

side, we'd assume that the son’s
wish would have prevailed. But, in
truth, even what seems impossible
is not impossible. A Jewish woman
prayed and prayed, and Hashem
answered her.

We can ask Hashem for anything.
There are no limits. There is noth-
ing beyond His reach. There is no
such thing as impossible.

Just ask.

let it be that all the variety we have
is not necessary.

Variety creates confusion and
doubts. When we set aside those
doubts and boil down our focus to
the very core of what life is about,
what is ultimately important to us
crystallizes and we realize that the
essentials are far and few between.
All of a sudden, it’s not difficult to
decide what to wear for Yom Tov,
because all we have is one suit.
Suddenly, it’s not hard to choose
what to do, because there are no
other options.

A simple life is a good life.

the end. He was sixty years old at
the time, and he wouldn’t be able
to land another job if he’d be let go.
Feeling sick to his stomach with
nerves, he decided to call it a day
and head home early. He couldn’t
handle it. Once he arrived home,
he went to sleep.

The next day, he didn’t even go
to work. But that's when things
compounded. He received a mes-
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sage from the company noting that
if he chose to not attend the hear-
ing, they would proceed without
him and make the decision as to
his position without him. If David
was out of sorts before, this tripled
it. His heart raced with palpations
and he felt physically sick. Worried
for his health, he decided to head to
his doctor to make sure the news he
had received was not endangering
his well-being.

“You need to go to a cardiolo-
gist,” David’s general practitioner
said. Making the referral, the next
day David was having his heart
monitored. “We can administer a
stress test,” explained the doctor,
“but if you'd like, we can do an
angiogram, and that will give us a
better indication of what’s going on
with your heart.” David had been
leaning toward a stress test, and in-
formed the doctor that he’d think
about it for a few minutes. In the
meantime, he’d call his wife and see
her thoughts.

But she didn’t pick up. Left to
his own thoughts and decision, he

finally decided that he’d go along
with the doctor’s suggestion. An an-
giogram it would be.

Soon enough, the results came
in: one artery was totally gone, and
the other artery was almost entirely
blocked. When the doctor saw this,
he looked at David as if he was a
walking dead man. “I have no idea
how you're alive. You need emer-
gency open heart surgery.” David
agreed, but added that he wanted
to first consult with Rabbi Elimelech
Firer, the medical expert in Israel.

After giving the name of a cer-
tain specialist, a phone call was put
in to see when the surgery could
be scheduled. “Three months” was
the reply. But that was not possible.
“Well, if you come into the hospi-
tal tomorrow, the doctor has a few
surgeries lined up. I can put you on
schedule for surgery after those are
completed, and you should be able
to be seen. Come today and take care
of the pre-ops.” David did just that.

David would have died within
days if he hadn’t undergone that
open heart surgery as soon as he did.

Rabbi Yoel Steinmetz

Angels

ife works on a certain met-

I ric. You work for G-d, and

He’ll work for you. We of-

ten don’t see this clear-and-cut,

and it takes true trust in Hashem,

but when we take this path for-
ward, He delivers.

Yossi had a heart of gold. He
didn’t have unlimited funds, but
he loved to help others. On one
occasion, he was preoccupied
with setting aside $10,000 for cer-
tain tax purposes and things had
been progressing well to that end.
Until, around that same time, he

DailyS Join more than 18
Giving Your single dollar of tzedaka can make hu

dailygiving.org
(743)-B-A-GIVER

224-4337

was approached by a chesed organi-
zation which was looking to support
a poor family. $10,000 would do the
job, Yossi was told. That was just the
amount that would help rise out of
the hardship.

Yossi, taking to heart the family’s
aching predicament, proceeded to
write a check for $10,000, confident
that Hashem would arrange for him
to obtain what he needed for his own,
personal tax purposes in some other
way.

He was right.

The very next day, Yossi received a

$18,295

Donating Per Day

$14,690,409

Donated Since 2019

How did this all come about? We
need to look back to the beginning.
Hashem orchestrated that a diffi-
cult situation would come about—
David would be called to a hearing.
But David couldn’t deal with the
hearing, so he experienced heart
pain. From there, he went to his doc-
tor who recommended an angio-
gram, despite David being inclined
to take a stress test. Thankfully, his
wife didn’t pick up the phone, for
she might have led him to decline
the angiogram in deference to the
stress test. Thankfully there also, he
didn’t take the stress test, because
that would have caused too much
trauma to the heart and might have
killed him. And then, based upon
the guidance of Rabbi Firer, the
surgery was scheduled for the very
next day at the hospital.

Hashem wanted to give David
life. He was a good man and had
his heart in the right place, and
Hashem wanted to save his heart.

There is always a plan in life.
Hashem sees it. Just sometimes it
takes time until we see it.

check in the mail from his insurance
company. He had been waiting for
months to receive this payment from
his insurance, and it was long in com-
ing. In fact, he had given up all hope
of ever receiving any reimbursement.
The amount the check was made out
to? You guessed: $10,000.

Yossi wanted to help, and Hashem
made it possible for him to do so. In-
deed, his desire, his drive, his dream
to help another family in need creat-
ed those very angels who served as
G-d’s messengers to return him the
deed the very next day.

,000 Jews around the world!
ts when combined with thousands.

$6,677,675

Donating This Year
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Omer Maxim
ben Orna Esther
(Neutra)

Ido ben Kochva
(Kaldron)

Idan ben Yael
(Alexander)
Idan ben Dalit
(Stevey)
Amiram ben
Sarah (Cooper)
Amit Esther
Chaya bat llana
Allen (Buskila)
Omri ben Esther
Verah (Miran)
Tzachi ben
Devorah (Idan)
Kityah Shmuel
ben Galdis
(Segal)

Kreina bat Irana
(Iriv)

Rum ben Tamar
(Borsalevsky)
Rumi bat Meirav
(Gonan)

Ron ben Chana
(Benjamin)
Segev ben Galit
(Kalafon)

Sagi ben
Naamit (Chen-
Dekel)

Shiri bat Margit
(Bibas)

Shlomi ben
Rosita (Ziv)
Shlomo ben
Marcel
(Mansour)
Tamir ben
Cheirut
(Nimrodi)
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Yegev ben
Esther
(Buchachev)
Yosef Chaim
ben Miriam
(Ohana)
Yoram ben
Belah (Metzger)
Yitzchak ben
Enta (Algert)
Yitzchak ben
Gila (Gelernter)
Yarden ben
Penina (Bibas)
Kfir ben Shiri
(Bibas)

Karmel ben
Kineret (Gat)
Lior ben Michal
(Rudaeff)

Liri bat Shirah
(Elbag)

Mishel ben
Solmirah
(Nissenbaum)
Maxim ben
Tellah (Herkin)
Matan ben Anat
(Angres)
Matan ben
Yardena
(Zangauker)
Nadav ben
Chana
(Popplewell)
Noah ban Liora
(Argamani)
Nimrod ben Viki
(Cohen)
Naama ban
Ayelet (Levi)
Eden bat Shirit
(Yerushalmi)
Oded ben
Bilhah
(Lipschitz)
Omer ben Niva
(Weinkraut)
Omer ben
Shelly
(Shemtov)

Amelia Tehilla
bat Amanda
Francis
(Damari)
Andrea ben
Yavgania
(Kosolov)

Arbel bat Yael
(Yehud)

Ariel ben Sylvia
Monika (Kunyo)
Ariel ben Shiri
(Bibas)

Bar Avraham
ben Julia
(Cooperstein)
Gad Moshe ben
Sarah (Muzas)
Guy ben Meirav
(Galboa Dalial)
Gali ben Tamar
(Berman)
David ben
Sylvia Monika
(Kunyo)

Dolav ben Yael
(Yehud)

Doron bat
Simona
(Steinbrecher)
Daniel Shimon
ben Sharon
(Peretz)
Daniella bat Orli
(Galboa)

Dror ben Dorit
(Ohr)

Hirsch ben
Rachel
(Goldberg-Polin)
Ziv ben Tamar
(Berman)
Chaim ben
Nechama
(Parry)

Chen Chanan
ben Vered
(Yavlunka)

Tal ben Nitza
(Shoham-
Corngold)

Yair ben Ruth
Idit (Horen)

Avinatan ben
Ditza Tirtza
(Ohr)

Evyatar ben
Galya (David)
Avraham Gilad
ben Liat
(Mundar)
Agam bat
Meirav (Berger)
Ohad ben
Esther (Ben-
Ami)

Ohad ben
Esther
(Yahalomi)

Ohr ben Tali
(Levi)

Ori ben Inav
(Danino)

Uriel ben Naami
(Baruch)

Eitan ben Ruth
Adit (Horen)
Eitan ben Efrat
(Mor)

Elon ben Idit
(Ohel)

Elya ben Sigi
(Cohen)
Eliyahu ben
Chana (Sharabi)
Elyakim Shlomo
ben Avishag
(Liebman)

Alex ben
Uksana
(Lobanov)
Alexander
Sasha ben
Yalena
(Tropnov)
Alexander ben
Nina (Dantzig)
Almog ben Urit
(Meir-Gan)
Almog ben Nira
(Sarusi)

Elad ben Chana
(Ktzir)

Elkana ben
Ruchama
(Bochbut)



