CHAYEIN
Weelily

Shabboslnspwahon

7"5WN WIIMI-S1NAY NI

Pg.# Content

2-4 Seudabh Stories

5-8 Parshah Riddles

9-10 Life of Truth Story

11 Shabbos Halachah Initiative
12-13  Halachah Q&A

14-20  Rav Kalman Krohn Stories

21 Comic Story
22-27  Nefesh Shimshon
nuEdes

28-31  X"Ow WOy XMW "M

32 naw nTwo? Mo

33-34  %"¥1°po201p n'MAn

35-36  2"XT PULWRINR PwIA 2"AT

37-38  X"LMHW XTIH 2177"A3

39-40  R"LOW P02 02X RN V"7

41-42  R"0OW wR 990 awn 1"
L 43-44 R"DDW PULWIT PR "M

"' 45-46 W NAWY
e W

Daily Hilchos Shabbos Rav Shmuel Bernath
732.301.4043 opt 2 then 8

*kk

5"¥T 2pY? 277 12 20 17NN 277 3D
X2°% 12 DRnw 00 wnoab
77°W TNOR 12 PIN XTI AW N2 T

AW 7% 2°NNT ORI N0 DO IR NI1oT

Dedication opportunities: 848-373-4436
shabboschayeinu@gmail.com




139

CHAYEING

OIADDOS

Weekly Inspiration

SEUDAH STORIES

T7oWN SIw DwAD

Acceptance Into Yeshiva

The day R’ Mordechai Susna graduated Yeshivas Yaakov Yosef in 1951 was one of the happiest in his parents’ lives.
More than anything, they wanted their son to grow up to be a ben Torah, and this was one big step in the right
direction. But the Susnas did not want to stop there. Next on the agenda was enrolling R’ Mordechai into a yeshiva
for higher learning. To this end, Mrs. Susna went to visit Rabbi Kalman Goldberg, the rav of Adas Yisroel Shul on the
East Side, who was well known for his enthusiastic support for continued yeshiva learning.

“Your son is young,” Rabbi Goldberg told Mrs. Susna, “but | think you should look into Bais Medrash Govoha, in
Lakewood. Rav Aharon Kotler is the rosh yeshiva there, and your son can do no better than to learn by him.”

The Susnas lost no time in contacting Rav Aharon, who promised to be in touch with them sometime in the near
future. One evening shortly afterwards, as Mordechai was on his way to bed, there was a knock at the door. In walked
Rabbi Goldberg. “Guess what, Mordechai! I've arranged an interview with Rav Aharon! He’s able to see you right
now.” “Now? But—but...” “Yes, right now! | know it’s late, but you can’t afford to miss this opportunity.” Mordechai
was reluctant. “This is so sudden. | haven’t had any time to prepare! How can | speak to the great Rav Aharon Kotler
in Torah without spending some time beforehand preparing what I’'m going to say?” “Don’t worry,” Rabbi Goldberg

|II

insisted. “It will be fine. But you must come now!

Mordechai allowed himself to be persuaded, and the two of them went off to the West Side, where Rav Aharon was
staying. Mordechai stood awkwardly when they came into the room. Rav Aharon beckoned him over to the table,
then pushed his hat back on his head and sat down in his chair. Seeing the rosh yeshiva so relaxed helped Mordechai
calm down, and he felt his tension receding. As soon as Mordechai was comfortable, Rav Aharon began asking him
guestions about the gemara he was presently learning. Mordechai tried to answer the questions, but as the session
went on, he felt his nervousness returning. “Forget it,” he though glumly. “I’'m not doing well at all.”

After a short while, Rav Aharon stopped the questions. Then Rabbi Goldberg, who had been standing at the side of
the room the entire time, came forward. “Do you mind stepping out for a minute, Mordechai?” he asked the young
man. Mordechai obediently stepped out of the room. He heard voices from the other side of the door, but he couldn’t
make out what they were saying. Gloomily, he paced the small hall, reflecting upon the questions Rav Aharon had
asked him, and mentally chastising himself for his poor showing.

Ten minutes later, he was called back into the room. As Mordechai approached the table, a smiling Rav Aharon told
him that he had been accepted into the yeshiva. Mordechai couldn’t believe his good fortune. He immediately made
preparations to travel to Lakewood, and he soon joined the other talmidim in Beis Medrash Govoha.

Mordechai soon discovered that he was the youngest bachur in the yeshiva. He realized what a great opportunity he
had been given, and he was determined not to waste a moment. He learned as much as he could, not only from Rav
Aharon himself, but also from the other bachurim, who were much older and more experienced than he was.
Considering his youth, Mordechai was hard put to explain how Rav Aharon had been willing to accept him into the
yeshiva.
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The mystery remained for several years, until the conversation Rabbi Goldberg had had with Rav Aharon finally came
to light. Rabbi Goldberg had been describing Mordechai’s family to Rav Aharon. He depicted his mother’s parents as
upright Torah Jews; her father owned a hardware store, and he sat in the store with a sefer in his hands, which he
learned from in between serving customers. He then went on to describe Mordechai’s father. He told Rav Aharon
that the orphaned R’ Yonah Susna had come to America from Russia at the tender age of thirteen. The young Yonah
had the good fortune to meet a G—d fearing man, who was a shamash in a shul on the Lower East Side of New York.
The man offered to take the young boy into his home. There, he not only cared for the orphan, but he even taught
him Torah.

When R’ Yonah grew up and married, he and his wife decided to build a home based on Torah and chessed. In the
shul where R’ Yonah davened, Beis Medrash Hagadol, there were many poor, homeless Jews who slept in the back
of the shul, clothed in ripped and tattered garments. Every morning after davening, R’ Yonah would bring these
people to his home for breakfast, where his wife served them fresh rolls and coffee. Unfortunately, these
impoverished Jews were often infested with lice, and eventually his wife discovered that her home, too, was
becoming infested. Regretfully, the Susnas decided that they would have to come up with a different way to provide
for these people. Instead of bringing them into her house, R’ Yonah’s wife sent the rolls and coffee with him to shul
every morning.

One morning after davening, a poor man came over to R’ Yonah. “Can | ask you for a favor?” he whispered. “Of
course, what can | do for you?” The man looked around furtively. “I'm in desperate need of a new set of clothing,”
he told R’ Yonah quietly. R’ Yonah’s heart was torn. On the one hand, he knew that he could not bring the man to his
home. One the other hand, he desperately wanted to help out this poor Jew. Suddenly R’ Yonah had an idea. “Wait
right here!” he told the man. R’ Yonah went into a private room, removed his own clothing, and put on his heavy
coat. Then he gave the poor man his clothing and returned home with only his coat.

When Rav Aharon heard this story, he said to Rabbi Goldberg, “A son of such a holy Jew | most definitely want in my
yeshival”

Kiddush Hashem

When the Machane Avraham was rav of the city Kafovar, there were 120 Jewish families living there. Twenty-six of
these families kept their businesses open on Shabbos.

The maijority of these shopkeepers were unlearned, and they were mechalel Shabbos because their lack of knowledge
had led them far away from yiddishkeit. They were so far away, however, that by now it was impossible to speak with
them.

One of these Jews, who was explicit in his contempt of yiddishkeit and went out of his way to anger his fellow Jews,
had a large fabric store in the center of town. Every Shabbos, when the local Jews passed his store on their way home
from shul, the man would stand outside with a lit cigarette dangling from his lips. With great chutzpah he would wish
everyone a "good Shabbos." Naturally, the Rav would try to avoid passing in front of the store.

2
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One time, though, on the first day of Pesach, which fell on a Thursday, the shopkeeper called to the Rav from afar,
without any signs of respect at all, "Unger! Come here!" The Rav was with his son, Rav Yitzchak Shlomo Unger, and
they walked toward the store entrance. The storeowner requested that they enter, and so they did.

The man went to the counter and from there he pulled out a loaf of bread and a piece of matzah. "Look, here's
chametz!" he said with a laugh. Then he took one bite out of the bread and another out of the matzah. Rav Unger
was shocked and unable to utter a sound. While the Rav and his son continued to stand there, unable even to move,
the shopkeeper dropped to the floor, still holding the loaf of bread and died on the spot.

When news of the incident spread, the whole town was in an uproar. Some spoke out against the Rav, but others
declared that the incident was clearly a kiddush Hashem.

The funeral was held the following Sunday. Many people gathered from the neighboring villages to attend; Rav Unger
was also in attendance. When his son asked him why be attended the funeral, Rav Unger replied, “If this man was
chosen to create such a kiddush Hashem, then he certainly must have at least some zechus.”

And, indeed, after this incident all the storeowners of the town closed their shops on Shabbos.

The Double Erev Shabbos Bakery

A number of years ago, there were two main bakeries in Monsey- Zishe's and Glauber's. Although they were not
located right near each other, they were most definitely competition, especially for challah and baked goods that
people would buy /'chvod Shabbos.

One day there was a fire in Zishe's bakery. Much of the bakery burned and it was not in usable condition. Zishe was
dealing with a burnt store that needed to be repaired and no means of parnassah when his bakery was inoperable.
On Thursday morning Zishe's phone rang. "Hello. Reb Zishe? This is Mr. Glauber calling from Glauber's bakery. | was
so sorry to hear about the fire that occurred in your store. | know that right now you don't have a place where you
could bake for all of your regular customers. | want to help you, and | think | thought of a way. | want to invite you
to use MY store for your baking so that you can continue selling your challah and baked goods for Shabbos. Let's
come up with a schedule now so that we can each have adequate time in the Glauber Bakery kitchen to do all of our
pre-Shabbos baking."

Mr. Glauber's overwhelming ahavas yisrael and concern for another yid during his time of challenge propelled him
to go out of his way and invite his competition directly into his store so that he could help another yid in need.
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

List eight different »»nwn 0y’s mentioned in the nn.!

What type of relative is mentioned in this week’s nw19 that is rarely found in
the N7 n?

a. Where else in the nmn is it used?

b. In what famous instance is it used in 773?

. What na5n did nwn forget in this week’s nw9?

a. List three other instances where he forgot a n25n.2
b. List four instances where he never was previously taught the navn.3

When did 91y eat 90 in this week’s nw19?

List five 7907V »17°0 mentioned in this week’s nwH9.

. What are the two times a fire came from 'n in this weeks nw19?

a. What are two other times in the n71n that we find such an event?
b. What are four times in 7”) that we find such an event?

| was a gift from ny19 to bNHaN,

A group of us went from > to yn,*
My 191 is not 11235,°

| am mentioned in this week’s nv9,
Who am I?

We are both are features of a my1vV nn3,

He can also be a currency,

While | can also be a measurement of a distance,
Who am I? Who is he?

Need a Hint?

1 One in 79 79, three have a connection to NNMV, one is a 1291 regarding M2, one has to do with the NatnN No1nN and one has to do with a 2w ov.
2 0One in PYa NwY, one in DA NYIY, one in ML NYIA.

3 One in 1M NWAY, one in NYW NWAY, one in TNYYNa NWI9 and one in >Yon nvas.

4Ten of us
*My inside

is not like my outside




Angwersg

1. 1) (X0 XIP"M) DXXIDNY PNPYN DY 6) (DM ,NNN) NISY MNPV
2) (1N ,XY T2 T9) Nom M2 7) 0,392702) XPVIY P OV 2P
3) (0, X)) YNNN DY 1P 8) (1,7 7127102) NN NONNY PNV

4) (19,50 XIP") NN 23 DY 12
5) (12,25 XIP") 1277 N¥ INID) 2PNYD DN

2. A TT.In says YINX TTONMTWY.
a. In owvYTP it says N YTT M. (9,9)
In >NPINa NI it say a an »ay Tay can be redeemed by a Y17 Y2 N YT, (00,n9)
In >yon is says the TNAdX N2 became 7OXWID YT 227, (N2,1D)
b. In the NYn it says 27 77 Hrdan.

3. That the nxvNN YW of wTIN WX should not be eaten M»INa (5,%). (Although >»w1 here seems to
say he never knew the N55n, »w7 in (N3,X9) MVN says Nwn forgot the N5N because he got angry)
c. 1) The noon of ya oyyno DONap by the »y nwyn  (1,nNd PHa NvA9)
2) The na5n of Nwy by the TNab¥ na  (N,1D DNYO NWIY)
3) The Mma5n of ©95 NHYIN by PR NNNYH  (ND,XD MOLN NYIY)
d. 1) Regarding the wwpn 2) Regarding the the Y5pn 3) Regarding »w nos
4) By the myv of the 7y 2 on the TNAYS8 NN, (PN W R, YYON)

4. ) MDONY N HOYRND HIMN NN NN INP BIININ I NN TN NYHN DN INN DN YN 927
5. Spilt hooves, chews its cud, fins, scales, extra hopping legs above the regular legs of an insect.

6. For the o oNN NP and to burn XymMaxy 7.
e. By the y29p of Yan, and the 250 NP »2>9pPN by NIP. (Additionally, there was an 71 wx
that burned the D¥)IxnN. OIN says it was 71 ©Tp 7. However it isn’t N7 N2 wnamn.)
f. 1) By the Y29 of Y75n 9Na Yy ONX  2) By soldiers who tried to arrest Y9N (beginning of 12 ©2b1)
3) In 0> 27 when 7T brought a Y299 on the nan an.
4) In o0 27T when NSV is 73NN the v1pHN M.

7. Who am I? Camels

8. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:
My name is found in his name, - The middle two letters
Both our second halves contain the nyav »> o)Xbnn, - The end of both nywas discusses the oondN
| am famously known for the number of my segments equaling my name,
- My o109 are the same number as the X 0V0)

of my name
However, in truth the calculation is off by one. - My D09 are 97 and my 96 is X>V1)
Who am I? Who is he? -8, NN

,AIRY Y7 12 RN POV NTIIAR INHY IRIATY
571 109N TOOR 12 TYT PNNY ,0”Y 2pY’ TIT N2 092 1973 ,97T DNNAR 12 IRY 1YY
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNY nmar 93©
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Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

The 7y |nYw says that we should relive the 8" day of the n'xi"'n, every single day. How so?

After mentioning that 7x 1w 11 approached the Tvin 7nx, the Torah repeats that they stood in front of
HASHEM, to stress that they understood and appreciated that they were in the presence of the n1w. nun
then declares, “THIS is what you should do...” telling us to constantly maintain this awareness. In the very first
q'wo of 1Ny |n7w, the X"n1 echoes these instructions by telling us to adopt the attitude of, “Tan 1% 'n muw”
('n "0 0'7nn), and be constantly aware that we are in front of Hashem. (' 'o n"nIx)

After nin'ani ama died, they were removed from the pwn by jox'7x1 'xwm. How were these 2 sets of
people related?

|ox7x1 78w were first cousins with pinki nwn, so they were first cousins once removed with pnx’s children. ("
l_l.)

Sometimes, the location of a SINGLE MOLECULE will determine if a piece of meat is "w>. How?
When performing nu'nw, one must cut ain of the “D'1n'o” (esophagus and trachea). If one cuts them exactly
50%, the nu'nw is invalid, and the animal is a n'7'1a. If, instead, one cuts them a TINY bit farther, to
50.000000000000001%, moving one more molecule —wd! (t"n X" "wN)

Some people who are unfamiliar with n>7n may think that in order for food to be “w>,” it must simply
be “blessed by a Rabbi.” How many niixn and ni>7n can you name that a n'awn has to watch out for, to
make sure that our food is "w>?

JUST CURIOUS

To inaugurate the pun, hwn called pax and his sons to do the nTiay. ('x 'v) He also called the napt
(ow), because just like a bird can’t fly without wings, so too 7xaw' na can’t do anything without the
o12p7 ('n X7 "), In what way are we like a wingless bird, without nnapt?

A bird can waddle around on its feet, but it is unique among other animals because it can fly. "k 12 can
“‘waddle” around in physicality like any other nation, but are able to “fly” spiritually because of the guidance of
our 01pT. ('R '0 "IN DITR)

According to one opinion, xin1axi 211 died because they went into the jpwn after drinking wine. (" ""wn
1) But that 110« is written right AFTER they died! How should they have known?
e Although the ni>%7n of the |pwn are WRITTEN throughout wnin, they were all TAUGHT to the nnand>
before they started doing any nTay. (x"> 2" w"xn n"Iv)
o They didn’t need to be told: entering the holiest place after drinking an intoxicating beverage is clearly
wrong. (I"on 2 "7 n"Iv)

nnx and his sons were told that THEY, who serve in the jpun, can’t observe ni'rax for xin'axi am. From
here we learn that in GENERAL it is a nixn to mourn for someone who passes away, and honor his
physical body. If the nnea is the main part of a person, why do we give so much 712> to the body after
the nnwa has left?

o We owe 70N to the body which hosted the nnwa.

e |t would be distressful to the nnwa to see its “home” disrespected.

e Respecting the physical body of the qvo1 strengthens our namx in o'nnn n'*nn, because it makes us

realize that the body will be used again. ("' " X"awan Tn7nn nnann NIn)

We think of a pig as the MOST non-1w> animal in the world. Why does it have “w> feet” (split hooves)?
A pig is very stubborn, and even after being expelled from an area, it will keep trying to force its way back in.
We can learn from the pig’s stubborn feet that despite spiritual failures, we should keep forging forward,
realizing that these disappointments contribute to our ultimate growth. ('t X"* nanyna aynn% 190) (Although
referring to someone who is stubborn as “pigheaded” is insulting, perhaps being called “pig-FOOTED” is a
compliment!)




Birds with “bad nim” are not "wo. (a"* X"+ |"ann "y) One such bird is the “nT'on,” which does “Ton”
with its friends. (0™ X" "wn) Isn’t that a GOOD nTn? (0w An'mn AN "y)
A real Ton “va doesn’t limit his Ton to his own buddies. (n"nn 'wiITN)

IN YOUR OPINION

Have you ever invested a lot of time and effort preparing a gift or project for someone, but been a bit
worried before presenting it to them? Why?

During the 7 days of o'x1''n, 781w’ 12 became embarrassed and told nwn, “We put in all of this effort for the
[pwn, and Hashem still isn’t bringing His n1ow here. Maybe we weren’t forgiven for the 7avin xon, and He
doesn’t like our work.” nun reassured them, “Don’t worry — ninx will bring the ninany, and the n1ow will come.”

(2" v ™Men)

If someone approached you and said, “I’ll give you a million dollars to not put on |"79n, not say a nd>1a,
etc.,” what would you respond?

[NnX and his sons were told, “Although you're in ni7:ax for xin*axi1 2, you can'’t display this while serving
Hashem in the pwn.” Visiting the |pwn is supposed to inspire us and improve our behavior, so the environment
must be one of nnnw. (0"ny J1INn 190) Regarding niixn in general: since we would be willing to give up a
million dollars to do a nixn, when actually doing the nixn we should feel the joy of a “million dollar opportunity”!
(X"0"w 'PoINOI7 NNXK "N WY 9"Y)

Have you ever forgotten something, but made an excuse as to why it wasn’t your fault? Why?
nnx explained that he wasn’t allowed to eat the nxvun 207 of wTin wxa due to the death of his sons, and in
nwn’s greatness, he admitted that he learned that n>7n but had forgotten it. ('> " '"wN)

Have you ever misjudged someone and assumed he was “bad,” but later realized that the situation was
more complicated than you had thought? (No names please.)

The Torah lists some non-1w> animals, explaining what they’re missing: the camel’s hoof “DOESN’T split”; the
foot of the |9w “WILL not split”; the foot of the nax “DIDN’T split.” ('I-1 X") The Torah cautions that before
pronouncing something (or someone) as xnv, we must fully understand the situation, considering the past,
present, and future. Without this full picture, we are likely to misjudge. (Rabbi Frand in Power of a Vort quoting
Rav Yisrael Salanter)

YUTinn NY1O

“.Aannwa nran 1Tx oawn” — When does this end?
The nnnw at this time of year is due to the miraculous days of o AND noo. (.0"> nayn "wn) Sounds like we
still have time left!

Although nos isn’t until j01 1"v, the beginning of o1 contains naiv o' as well. How so?

During the inauguration of the jpwn, the n'x'wa brought their ninanp throughout the first 12 days of j011. When
each x'w1 brought his |27, that day was a a1u oir for him. Therefore, we don’t say |1nnn on these days. When
one considers the additional omission of jlann on No® 11y, NoY, and an NOK, it turns out that j1ann is omitted
during most of |01, so we make the whole month wiTiz and omit jnnn throughout the entire month. (v">n 2"n
")

On naw morning, we will reference |01 wTin wx1 3 times during laining. When?
e The “amwn o1 of the pwn’s inauguration occurred on |01 wTIN WX, ('R '0 X1 "wN)
wTINN NS was said to nwn and pnx on 01 'R in onxn. (ar'a e 'wi 22" ninw)
¢ The novn of wTinn nw1o describes the inauguration of the third wTnn nxa, which will occur on |01 'X.
(n" n"n xpTNY)
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The great gaon Rav Yoel Sirkis 2"t was a talmid of the 2"wnin and the nann of the n"a (¢ Tn n'a) on the 01V NV K.
He lived in the times of the 17! 73, and the X"wninn. From the year 9"w (1619) until his n7'p9 on 1 Tx D of the year n'n
(1640) Rav Yoel was Rav of the great Yiddishe community of Cracow. Before becoming the Rav of Cracow, he served as Rav for
over a dozen Polish communities, including the city of Belz.! With this great Torah giant as their Rav, you would think that the
people of Belz would have felt lucky. However, the yeitzer hara doesn't sleep. They paid the Bach very little. He didn’t even have
enough money to buy candles. He learned at night n2'7n 1ix'. You would think that when the people of Belz saw that they had
a Rav who was such a Tzadik, who struggled to learn even in the moon light, that they would say, we better get him money for
candles! We better buy him a nicer house! We better appreciate our Rav! I'm sure some did. Sadly though, there were
troublemakers who were the n'7'npn 'wix1 in the town. They used this as an opportunity to speak v |iw' against their Rav.
With a mean smirk forming on his lips, one of them sneered, “What do you know, we have a Rav who's only interested in sleeping!”
“What a chutzpa!” another one exclaimed. “How dare he consider himself the Rav of such fine people like us over here in Belz?!”
The Rav had an ehrlicha shamis who was a very fine person. He was standing nearby and was appalled by their belligerent
discussion against the Rav. He tried to give them a more rational perspective. “Perhaps the reason why it is dark in his house is
because he doesn’'t have money for candles. This conversation is v |iw'7 against the Rav. | think it should stop right now.”
Smirking, one of them dismissed the shamis’s rightful objection with a wisecrack, “Since when do you think!?” “We know that our
Rav is problematic,” another rejoined, “not only is his house dark, but | passed by the Rav’s house yesterday and it was freezing!”
“Can you imagine?!” another one mocked, “someone who doesn’t even provide wood for his family!” “This Rav has to go!” one of
them declared. Again, the shamis protested, boldly providing the logical, more likely explanation, “Maybe the reason he doesn’t
have wood is because we don’t pay him much of a salary. Even the money that we owe him, we haven't paid in like six years.”
“Excuses! Excuses!” they crowed. “You're naive! Maybe excuses work for you, but they don’tt work for us.”

The Bach did his best to keep his family warm. He would sit and learn at night freezing to the bone during those extremely cold
European winters. At one point, the little food that he had, he had given to his family. He felt like he was going to faint, but he
wouldn't stop learning. Walking out of his house into the freezing cold, he struggled through the deep snow, and came to the
tavern. “Please give me a cup of vodka,” he asked in a weak voice, “so that | should be able to warm myself and learn for the rest
of the night. | have no money; I'll have to take it on credit.” Sitting in the tavern, someone took note of this interesting interaction.
When he saw his friend Chatzkel who was from the n'7'njzn 'wix, he passed on the news, “the Rabbi came into the kreichma
in the middle of the night and took a cup of vodka on credit.” Chatzkel called an emergency board meeting. He informed them of
this development, and cried, “That's a Rav?! | ask you! That's a Rav?!” Another board member was quick to agree. “This is too
much already. First, he sleeps the entire night, as we can clearly see there’s no light in his house...” The Rav’s shamis was quick
to protest. “| saw him learning in the moonlight!” This fair objection was quickly dismissed. “Who asked you?! Let me continue!
...and then he keeps his family hungry and cold just because we don’t pay him!” “And now,” another piped up, “in the middle of
the freezing night he comes for vodka!!” The Rav’s shamis valiantly defended his Rav, “The reason he came for the vodka was
because he was cold, because you don’t pay him, because he wanted to be up the entire night to learn!” His persistence angered
them, “One more word out of you and you're off the board!!” “In that case,” the shamis announced, “Please take me off the board.
You're all a bunch of ni7nn ya, and van |iwY "2val” These quarrelsome board members didn't appreciate the shamis’s
chutzpa. “Where’s his middos?!” Chatzkel was indignant, “Can you imagine!? Look at him speaking lashon harah against the
board! Listen! This is too much to tolerate. We have decided once and for all that Reb Yoel has to go! He is no longer the Rav of
this town, period! Do all members of the board agree?” The shamis didn’t agree and he made sure they knew it. Chatzkel reminded
him, “You're off the board. All the members who are still on the board agree — but who’s going to tell him??” Everyone demurred.

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #662, Dial-A-Shiur

1]A Life of Truth



They turned to the shamis who repeated, “| think you're making a big mistake.” Ignoring this, they let him know, “Things are going
to change over here! We are stopping to pay the Rabbi. Go tell him that he is fired. He should pack his bags and leave.”

The shamis had an earful for them. “If things are going to change, you should start paying him. | think this town is like Sedom!”
They gave him an inquisitive look, and he plowed on, “It's upside down. Instead of worrying where the Rav should get his pamassa
from, we worry whether he’s learning enough. Do you know why Hashem turned over Sedom? - / think | heard this from the Rav
- because it was like this town, everything is topsy-turvy. The ba’alai batim worry about the Torah of the Rav, and the Rav has to
worry about all the people in town who are starving, because no one gives Tzedaka. It should be the other way around!” They
didn’t take his words so kindly. Reminding him that he still gets a small salary as the Rav’'s meshamish, they sent him to the Rav,
right away on that naw 127y, to let him know that he is fired, effective immediately. The shamis was very pained by their attitude
and how the yeitzer hara had them wrapped around his little finger. Loath to disturb the Rav’s Shabbos, he flatly refused to tell
the Rav until after Shabbos.

Hashem decided that the Bach’'s Shabbos wouldn't be disturbed anyway. As the n"a continued learning, all of the sudden he
remarked, ‘I hear the birds. The language of the birds is becoming clear to me. What are the birds singing here this erev Shabbos?
The birds are saying that I'm going to be the Rav in Cracow. They are saying that even before Shabbos, sheluchim are going to
come at the last minute. They're going to bring me a k’sav Rabbanus from Cracow. - That’s what those birds are saying. - | must
tell the Rebbitzen right away. “Rebbitzen! We must prepare extra food for Shabbos. We're going to have three chushuva guests!”
The Rebbitzen was puzzled, “Three chashuva guests?? Where are they coming from? | think all the guests in Belz have already
been settled in houses.” “No. No.” The Bach explained, “Three chashuva people are coming from Cracow. | heard it from the
birds.” His Rebbitzen beamed, “You're such a fzaddik that | believe you. If anyone else would say it, | would say tell it to the birds.”
The Rebbitzen went ahead and pawned whatever they had, and bought enough food for Shabbos. Sure enough, the n'n'7w
came that n2aw 27y and presented the n"2a with a n1121 ano, and the heiliga Bach became the Rav of Cracow which was from
the greatest and largest cities in all of Poland!

Before we continue, there is one thing we must mention. Right after that Shabbos, the Bach had another visitor. A crying shamis
arrived at the Bach’s door. Taking off his shoes in ni1'7'ax, the shamis forced the words out of his mouth. “Rebbe, | have to tell
you something. They told me that | should tell you that you're fired. Really, they told me to inform you even before Shabbos. |
didn’t want to tell you before Shabbos.” Reflecting on the shamis’s words, the Bach declared, “In other words, you were 10in
w93 yourself not to farshter my Shabbos. Don't worry, | didn't have a farshterteh Shabbos anyway. But because you had such
w9) N'on not to farshter my Shabbos, | will give you a bracha. You will be zoche to special, special children!” The shamis, who
by that time hadn'’t yet been zoche to any children, became the zaideh of the Sar Shalom of Belz, and the Belzer Chasidus
dynasty.

As far as to what happened to all those people who gave the Bach so much tzaros, they ran into some complications in the n%iy
nnxn. Years later, the government gave out an order that they had to relocate all of the bones from the old bais ha’kevaros to a
new bais ha’kevaros. The first step was to remove the bones from the ground. There was some kind of a snag, and there was a
delay before they could rebury the bones. Meanwhile, they were kept in the n'wja marty, hidden away in a box. It was only for a
short while. Everyone said that they heard haunting sounds. The Sar Shalom said that those were the neshamos of the people
who were (yxn the Bach and still didn’t find any peace.

The Bach was nifter when he was around 80 years old. The Heliga Riz'iner said that when the Bach went up to n'nwj, he refused
to enter [Ty |a until he took everyone out of nia'in'a! However, they wouldn't allow him into Gehinnum to take everyone out,
because he never did an nay. They had to find some n'av that he did. Well, they couldn’t find a real n1'ay, so they found a
fake one; the closest thing to an N2y that the Bach had done. They found out that the Bach once sneezed. A horse was scared
and it jumped. As a result, a wagon was pushed. There was a cow there. In some way, the horse and cow kind of pushed the
wagon at the same time. Because of that “fake” n'ay they allowed the Bach into nia'in'a. They cooled niaina for thirty days
beforehand. As the Bach was going through nia'in'a which had been cooled down, he stopped and said that he’s not going out
until he takes everybody out with him. He was able to help those who had respect for n'j7*7¥ during their life time. Their respect
for o*j7*1x during their lifetimes gave this j7*Ty, the n> to help them in the next world.

What a great example of niimeinn nn. The shamis remained firm at all costs to defend the Tia3 of the Rav. He wasn't told
beforehand that he would be zoche to father the Belzer Chasidic dynasty as a result. We do great things as well. Imagine the
nnn we would have doing them if we would know of the great Tiad we will receive for them in the nnxin n%iy.
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Week #412 Hi Ch@g Shabb@s

e, 0 o
nitiative
Is it permissible to wear gloves or earmuffs outside an eruv?

It is preferable to refrain from wearing gloves, since one may unconsciously
remove them and transgress the prohibition of carrying. Poskim are lenient for
women and children. Earmuffs are permitted.

Is it permissible to wear attachments to clothing outside an eruv if they
are are not serving any function, such as a ripped loop or one half of a
snap?

Accessories that are attached to clothing, such as buttons, snaps, company tags,
loops, etc., may be worn even if they have no function at all, not even a
decorative one, since they are considered a part of the garment. However, there
are two exceptions that prohibit this scenario:

e Anitem that one plans on repairing. If one plans on repairing the item
(for example, one intends to replace the other half of the snap) the
garment should not be worn. Therefore, if one wishes to wear the
garment, he should make a conscious decision that he will not repair the
broken/unusable snap, button, or loop that is currently attached to the
garment. Rather, one should intend to replace it with a different one
instead.

e Anitem thatis bothersome. According to some Poskim, if the
accessory is bothersome in its current state to the extent that the
wearer would remove it after Shabbos (such as a button hanging down
by a thread), the garment should not be worn outside. If one intends to
remove the accessory in order to replace it and not because it is
bothersome, the garment is permitted to be worn.

Note: A button that enhances the look of the garment may be worn in any case.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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WEEK 25

See Mishna Berura 318:39, 48 and 253:100
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| always make my tea by putting hot water into a cup and pouring the tea sense into it. Recently,
someone told me that this is “Tzoveia”, as I'm coloring the water. Is that correct?

QUESTION 2

The tea that | was drinking was too hot, and | wanted to add some cold water to it. May | do that?

QUESTION 3

| usually make coffee using a Kli Shlishi. Should | add the coffee only after the water is in the Kli
Shlishi, or is it better to put the coffee in first and pour the water onto it?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| noticed some dandruff on the lapel of my jacket. Can | shake or brush it off?

Answer: The Mishna Berura (302:6) doesn’t allow one to clean off dust in many cases, as it is possibly
the melacha of melabein. However, that is because dust and dirt actually are embedded in the
fabric of the clothing, and dusting it would be cleaning the clothing. Dandruff, similar to crumbs of
food, tend just to sit on top of clothing, and shaking it off has no effect on the clothing. It would
therefore be allowed. If the dandruff actually does become embedded, it would have the same
Halacha as dust, see Answer 2.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

Some cholent must have gotten on me by the Seudah, as | see some dried cholent on my shirt. Can
| peel it off?

Answer: According to the Biur Halacha (301 “Aleha”), one may peel or scratch dirt on his clothing if
it will not remove the dirt totally, but will leave a stain behind. He may not use cloth material to rub
it off, as it resembles melabein too much, even when it leaves a stain behind. It is more common
for dirt not to come totally off when it recently got on his clothing and hasn't dried yet, as removing
the top layer won't totally clean it. Once it has dried, there is a very good chance it will totally peel
off. In such a case, it matters how much the person wearing it is bothered by the dirt. If he would
sometimes go out in public with such a stain or dirt on those specific clothing, he may peel it off. If
he would be too embarrassed to go out with it, he may not peel it off. The same is true for shaking
off dust, as it is not allowed if someone is “makpid”. It is important to note that this does not apply
to actually rubbing off a stain, only peeling off dirt or shaking off dust; see Answer 3.

QUESTION 3

Well, | hope | did the right thing, and | peeled it off. But there’s still a stain on the shirt left from the
cholent. Can | scratch it off?

Answer: \When rubbing off a stain, one is actually cleaning the fabric in a typical “melabein” way;
by rubbing it, and according to the Biur Halacha (302 “Yesh” and “DeHavei”) is not allowed if it totally
cleans it. This is as opposed to a case where it doesn’t get totally clean, where one is allowed to take
it off, or peeling off dirt completely where an act of “melabein’- by rubbing, wasn't done, and
depends on “kpeida” (see above). Although there are many that argue on the Biur Halacha and
allow it (Taz and many later Poskim), one should not be lenient as the Biur Halacha feels that it
could even be an Issur Min HaTorah.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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The Sheikh’s Secret

Rav Moshe Galanty, a disciple and successor of
the Bais Yosef, was a gadol hador who lived in
Tzefas. He was intimately familiar with all
aspects of Torah, including Kabbalah, and was
well-versed in the seven wisdoms of the world.

While over the centuries, the world has produced
great astronomers and mathematicians, biologists
and physicists, chemists and medical doctors, rare
is it that all seven of the world wisdoms are
known by a single person. In Jewish history,
however, many of our greatest leaders, including
tanaim, amoraim, rishonim, and acharonim were
versed in all seven wisdoms of the world, and Rav
Moshe Galanty was one of them.

Living not far from Rav Moshe Galanty was a
wealthy and brilliant Arab sheikh by the name of
Ahmed, who was also knowledgeable in a broad
variety of wisdoms. Unlike Rav Moshe, however,
Sheikh Ahmed also possessed an uncanny ability
to predict whether someone was going to live or
die.

People who were ill would flock to him from far
and wide to ask him to pray for them and to
beseech him to bestow his blessing upon them.
After hearing each petitioner’s diagnosis and
circumstances, Sheikh Ahmed would withdraw to
an inner room to pray. He would emerge a half-
hour later, and let the waiting petitioner know
whether he would succumb to the illness or
survive.

And he was never wrong.

Those who were told that they would live indeed
ended up pulling through, and the ones who were
told that they would die were, indeed, doomed for
death. The sheikh’s track record was perfect; he
never made a mistake.

Rav Moshe Galanty heard about Sheikh Ahmed,
and he was curious about the secret behind the
sheikh’s seemingly supernatural ability. Was he
using spiritual strengths to help him determine
whether or not his petitioners would die? In that
case, Rav Moshe was interested in understanding
what he did and how he did it. If the sheikh was
using impure forces to make his predictions,
however, then Rav Moshe wanted nothing to do
with it.

He sent his gabbai, a tall, thin man named Nissim,
to do some basic research on the sheikh and his
lifestyle. Obligingly, Nissim set out to find out as
much as he could about the sheikh, and he
discovered that Sheikh Ahmed, like sheikhs tend
to be, was very wealthy.



“He lives in a huge mansion with many, many
rooms and a tremendous courtyard,” Nissim
described, his voice slightly breathless. “It seems
that he never leaves his home. People flock to his
house from all over the country and beyond,
bringing him gifts and asking for advice. Most of
his day is spent on receiving petitioners.”

Rav Moshe took a piece of paper and jotted
something on it. “I want you to give this to the
sheikh,” he told Nissim, slipping the paper into an
envelope, sealing it, and handing it to his
assistant.

Nissim took the envelope, his jaw hanging open
in disbelief. “Give this... to the sheikh?” he
echoed. “As in, stand on line in Sheikh Ahmed’s
mansion together with the other Arabs?”

“Exactly,” Rav Moshe Galanty replied. “Tell
them you have a message from the leader of the
Jewish rabbis. Hopefully, they’ll let you in
quickly.”

“And... the letter...” Nissim stammered. “If I
may, what kind of letter am | bringing to the
sheikh?”

Rav Moshe gave him a reassuring smile. “Don’t
worry so much! There’s really no need for you to
know what the letter says.”

Nissim left the room, a hundred nervous
butterflies competing with tens of curious fireflies
in his stomach. With jellied knees, he made his
way across town back to the Arab sector. As he’d
predicted, there was a long line of Arabs snaking
along the courtyard of Sheikh Ahmed’s home, a
mixture of worry and hope written across each
face.

He summoned all his courage and bypassed the
line, waving the rav’s envelope like a white flag
as he excused himself to the grumbling and weary
petitioners. “A letter from the rabbi, a letter from

the rabbi,” he mumbled apologetically, making
his way to the very front where the sheikh’s
assistant stood, leaning against the wall, waiting
for the sheikh’s current audience to be over so that
he could summon the next petitioner.

The assistant looked up as Nissim approached, his
expression darkening at the sight of the Jew.
“Yes?” he asked severely.

“I have a message from the rabbi, from the leader
of the rabbis,” Nissim explained, holding up the
envelope. “The great Rav Moshe Galanty sent me
this message for the honored sheikh.”

The assistant uncrossed his arms. “Very well,” he
said. “You may go in next.”

The door opened from the inside and an Arab
emerged, his head bent, his forehead creased in
worry.

“You’re next,” the assistant announced, holding

the door open for Nissim. “Go inside. He’s seated
at the far end of the hall. Bow.”

Nissim stumbled through the doorway and the
door swung shut behind him. He looked around
the cavernous room in awe. Sure enough, the
sheikh was seated at the far end of the room.
Clutching the envelope nervously, he slowly
crossed the room until he was standing before the
sheikh. But he didn’t bow.

Sheikh Ahmed gazed at him with open curiosity.
It wasn’t an everyday occurrence that he was
visited by a Jew and he noted that the Jew didn’t
bow to him, as was customary. He pursed his lips
and waited.

“Rav Moshe Galanty, the holy and wise Jewish
rabbi, sent this message for the honored sheikh,”
Nissim said carefully, placing the envelope on the
small table beside the Arab leader.



“I see,” the sheikh murmured, slitting open the
envelope and removing the paper. “Thank you.”
He skimmed its contents quickly and then looked
up. “Do you know what the rabbi wrote in this
letter?” he asked.

Nissim shook his head. “I don’t,” he responded
truthfully.

“Alright, then,” the sheikh said, returning the
letter to its envelope. “Please tell the rabbi that I
said, ‘tomorrow.” You got that? Tomorrow.”

“Tomorrow,” Nissim repeated.

“That’s right. Tomorrow. You are dismissed

29

now.

Mystified, Nissim returned to Rav Moshe
Galanty. “He said, ‘tomorrow.””

“Tomorrow?” Rav Moshe echoed. In his letter,
he’d asked the sheikh when would be a good time
for them to meet, and the sheikh had responded
that he wanted to meet the following day.
“Excellent. Tomorrow it will be.”

After Nissim left the room, Rav Moshe’s thoughts
returned to Sheikh Ahmed’s mysterious ability.
What does he know that I don’t know? he
wondered to himself for the umpteenth time. Even
though he had a meeting scheduled with the
sheikh for the following day, he was sure that the
sheikh would not agree to spill his secret after just
one meeting, but he felt it was his duty to try. He
opened his tehillim and began to daven for
success.

The next morning, Rav Moshe went into his
wagon and drove himself to the home of the
sheikh. This time, the sheikh was expecting him,
and there were three servants standing at the
entrance to welcome him and escort him directly
inside.

Sheikh Ahmed had heard about Rav Moshe
Galanty’s wisdom, and when the rav was led into
the room, he stood up respectfully to greet him.
“It is an honor for me to meet one of the wise
leaders of the Jews,” he said warmly, offering his
guest a chair. “I hear that you are well acquainted
with all the various wisdoms of the world.”

“Somewhat,” Rav Moshe replied modestly.

The sheikh began to ask him questions, just to test
his knowledge and witness his wisdom, but he
quickly came to understand that Rav Moshe
Galanty was far wiser and more knowledgeable
than he was. He quickly changed his line of
questioning from testing the rav to trying to
resolve difficulties that had been bothering him
for a long time. His respect for the rav grew
greater and greater as Rav Moshe proceeded to
clarify all the discrepancies that had been
troubling him.

“I thought you were coming to me because of my
wisdom,” Sheikh Ahmed finally admitted after a
fascinating hour of mind-boggling responses, his
tone awed. “But now I see that you are far wiser
than | am. Thank you for coming! It would be a
big honor for me if you could come back every
week.”

“Of course,” Rav Moshe responded agreeably. “I,
too, have met few people with your brilliance, and
it is a pleasure to discuss complex topics with a
learned and wise man such as yourself. I’ll be
back next week, if Hashem wills it.”

The following week, when Rav Moshe returned
to the sheikh’s mansion, there weren’t three
servants waiting at the entrance in welcome, but
the sheikh himself. He hugged his guest warmly.
“Please, come inside! Having you come here is an
incredible honor for me!”



“Likewise,” Rav Moshe responded. “It is an
honor for me to come here.”

The sheikh was fairly vibrating with questions he
wanted to share with the rav. He managed to wait
until they were seated, but then the questions
burst out of him, one after another. Rav Moshe,
once again, dazzled the sheikh with his brilliance
and clarity. After all, all his knowledge was drawn
from the Torah, the source of all wisdom, and this
enabled him to provide the sheikh with satisfying
responses.

He couldn’t help but wonder, however, where the
sheikh had his own knowledge from. Although
his wisdom was levels beneath the rav’s, from
their conversations, the rav saw that the sheikh,
too, was extremely wise and knowledgeable. Who
had taught him? Which books had he studied?

When the sheikh reluctantly winded up their
conversation and walked Rav Moshe to the door,
he turned to his guest with a sheepish look on his
face. “I know we discussed that you would come
here once a week... and I know you are a busy
man... but do you think you can come back in two
days? I can’t bear to wait a full week before we
meet again!”

“Alright,” the rav agreed, silently thanking
Hashem for causing him to find favor in the
sheikh’s eyes.

Over the next few weeks, the Rav Moshe Galanty
went to visit the sheikh every two days. Slowly,
they went through each wisdom in depth, only
moving on to the next wisdom when all Sheikh
Ahmed’s questions were fully clarified. In the
process, a close relationship blossomed between
the unlikely pair, and the Arab sheikh began to
feel very close to his new mentor and friend, the
rav.

They went through six of the wisdoms in this
manner, and then it was time to move on to the
seventh.

“I’ll be honest,” the sheikh admitted. “I’m the
weakest in this specific subject. I haven’t acquired
this wisdom nearly as much as | have the other
six. I don’t even feel qualified to ask you any
questions; I feel like I’'m still on the basics.” He
looked up at his guest with pleading eyes. “Would
you be willing to teach me the seventh wisdom,
from the foundation up?”

Rav Moshe’s eyes lit up. This was his chance!
“Well,” he said slowly, monitoring the sheikh’s
reaction as he spoke. “I can certainly teach it to
you, but I would like to be compensated.”

“Of course! Of course!” Sheikh Ahmed cried
agreeably. “How much do you want? I’d gladly
pay any amount of gold or jewels that you think
is fair.”

“Surely you don’t believe that any amount of gold
or precious stones can pay for wisdom,” the rav
chided gently. “Wisdom is worth more than all
the money in the world!”

“Well, then, how can I possibly pay you?” the
sheikh asked.

“Wisdom and knowledge can be paid for with
other wisdom and knowledge,” Rav Moshe said
carefully.

“Okay,” the sheikh responded, just as carefully.
He waited.

“They say that when someone comes to you and
you pray for them, you can then tell them whether
they will live or die,” the rav said quietly. “I want
to know how you do it. What is your secret?”

The priest’s face fell. “No,” he said shortly. “I’'m
sorry, but you’ll have to think of another form of
payment. This is something that | have learned



from my grandfather, who learned it from his
grandfather. It’s a family secret that | am simply
unable to disclose. I’m sorry.”

“Don’t you want to know the seventh wisdom?”
Rav Moshe reminded him. “I apologize as well,
but in order for me to teach it to you, this is what
I need as payment.”

“I would gladly trade my secret for the seventh
wisdom,” the sheikh said, distressed. “But I swore
to my grandfather that I wouldn’t disclose the
secret.”

“You swore because you thought that nothing in
the world was worth as much as the knowledge of
the secret,” the rav explained to him. “That
reasoning was faulty, because now you see that
there is something worth as much as the secret. |
will teach you the seventh wisdom in exchange
for the secret.”

Sheikh Ahmed was silent for a long moment,
clearly conflicted. He sighed. “Alright. 1 will
teach it to you. You are a holy man, but still, that’s
not enough. In order for you to absorb this, you
will need to fast for two days, going to the mikvah
both days in the morning and at night. After two
days, when you are weak from fasting, come to
my house and I will tell you the secret.”

Rav Moshe went home and undertook a fast of
two days. As the sheikh instructed, he immersed
in the mikvah in the morning and at night, all the
while davening to Hashem to save him from
stumbling into something improper. After all, he
had no idea what the sheikh’s secret was, and he
hoped it wouldn’t involve anything impure.

At the end of the two day fast, Rav Moshe
Galanty was weak with hunger. A burst of
adrenaline flooded his veins as he went to the
sheikh’s mansion, giving him unexpected

strength. A small tremor traveled down his spine.
He was about to uncover the sheikh’s secret.

Sheikh Ahmed was waiting outside for him.
“Come with me,” he called, leading his guest past
the mansion to the vast property that lay behind it.
Rav Moshe saw a small river protected by a
manmade fence. Behind the river stood a small
house.

“In that house, lies the secret,” the sheikh
suddenly said. “But the only way to go into that
house is to first immerse in the river. When you
are done, | will give you knew clothing to wear.”
He showed the rav a small pile of white garments
in his hand.

Rav Moshe Galanty recoiled. “I am a Jew,” he
said, his heart beating so fast that he was afraid it
would burst. “I am not allowed to wear wool and
linen mixed together. What are these clothing
made out of?”

“I assure you that it is not made of not wool and
linen together,” the sheikh promised.

“Is it avodah zarah?” the rav asked suspiciously.
“No!” the sheikh declared.

Rav Moshe hesitated. Then he walked through the
gate and immersed in the river. When he was
standing on the other side, dressed in the white
garments, he saw the sheikh immerse himself in
the river as well. Rav Moshe blinked. What was
going on?

The sheikh came out of the water and donned an
identical set of white clothing. Rav Moshe
blinked again.

“Follow me,” the sheikh said, withdrawing a key
from his pocket. He unlocked the door of the
house. “In this room, you are not allowed to say a
word.”



Rav Moshe followed him into the house, treading
carefully on the gleaming white marble floor. All
around him were gold and precious stones, and a
white curtain hung down in the middle of the
room, blocking the back half from his view.

The sheikh threw himself to the floor, bowing
before the curtain. Then he stood up and pushed
it away. Rav Moshe’s breath caught in his throat.

There was a huge sign, its presence engulfing the
entire room. On the sign was written the words,
Shvisi HASHEM [’'negdi tamid. The four letters of
Hashem’s name were very large, larger than the
rest of the words, and they had been formed with
diamonds.

Rav Moshe Galanty stared. He didn’t dare utter a
word. The sheikh ushered him out of the house,
and only once they were out under the open sky
did he finally dare to talk. “I don’t understand.
What is going on here? Are you really Jewish?”

“Jewish? I’m not Jewish, ’'m an Arab!” Sheikh
Ahmed responded. He might have smiled, but the
sanctity of the room they had just left prevented
him from doing so.

“Please explain to me what I just saw,” Rav
Moshe Galanty pleaded.

“I have a tradition from my grandfather that if
someone purifies himself and prays to the
Almighty, then he will be able to detect, based on
the brightness of the gems that make up the letters
yud-kay-vav-kay, whether the person he was
praying for will die or not. When the stones shine
brightly, then I know the person will live, but if it
is dimmer than usual...” his voice trailed off.

The rav stared at him in astonishment. “Do you
know what those words say?” he asked the Arab
sheikh.

Sheikh Ahmed shrugged. “I’m not sure exactly,”
he said. “But it has something to do with
Hashem.” They walked back toward the mansion
slowly. “Will you teach me the seventh wisdom?”’

“I will,” Rav Moshe Galenty promised. He knew
he would later keep his side of the deal, but right
then his mind was occupied with weightier
matters as he tried to digest the enormous lesson
that the Arab sheikh had just taught him.

The shem Hashem is everywhere, in every siddur
and in every bencher. We say it tens of times a
day. Do we realize the enormous power of the
syllables we are uttering? Do we pay attention to
what we are saying? And, as we go about our
hectic lives, can we remember to treat the shem
Hashem with utmost kavod and respect?

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A123
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WITNESSED THAT THE DEFENDANT S | O o e LA PABTIEANS, ONE NIGHT..

ONCE RISKED HIS LIFE FOR THE
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2N 0NN 7 ABRAMOWITZ 981, BORN TO NYH 7 AND M19y NV IN BOTOSANI, ROMANIA. HE RECEIVED NDMND
FROM J”'J NTIN? 7 TSIRELSON. IN HIS YOUTH HE WAS A -rmn "oF by '37319 vIanh MmN NN’ 1 OF 8OTOSANI
AND YNNI Dﬂ‘DN N FRIEOMAN OF STEFANESHT. AT THE AGE OF 18 HE KNEW ALL OF DY WITH »Y'S
COMMENTARY. AFTER HIS MARRIAGE TO HIS FIRST WIFE, NIV, HE LIVED IN SEVERAL CITIES IN BESSARABIA, AFTER
WWII, HE BEGAN SERVING AS A REBBE IN RYBNISTA, HE USED TO 9210 IN ICY WATER, FASTED A LOT, WOLLD REMAIN
WRAPPED IN A 1YV AND ]"Jﬁﬂ UNTIL NIGHT AND SAID NiNN PPM FOR LONG HOURS. HE WAS A Y7)IN AND VNIV
DESPITE THE BAN 8Y THE AUTHORITIES. ON 2N2 'O HE WOLILD WRAP HIMSELF IN A SACKCLOTH AND TEAR MY WITH
A NMD72. HE IMMIGRATED TO ISRAEL AND LIVED IN KIRYAT BOBOV (DY N2D, LATER IN P2 7)2 AND THEN IN D"J\’)\‘\’ IN
193t HE EMIGRATED TO THE LS WHERE HE LIVED IN MIAMI, BROOKLYN, AND FINALLY MONSEY NY. 7’“3’( o»n N Was
A LEGEND IN HIS LIFETIME. HE WAS RENOWNED FOR HIS LUNLUSUALLY HIGH LEVEL OF NYTpP, HIS UNWAVERING AND
FEARLESS T NTI2Y, AND WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED FOR THE MANY INCREDIBLE J‘ﬂ)ﬂ\’)’ HE BROUGHT ABOUT.
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THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF InM1 Y17 12 2Py finm i1 12 Dxws. |
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM Kiddush

FROM THE PARSHAH Hashem

(3 ;> X9p”) L7208 DY I 019 DY) WIpK 229p3

I will be sanctified through My holy ones, and I will be honored before all the people.
(Vayikra 10:3)

“I will be honored before all the people” — When Hakadosh Baruch Hu executes
judgment upon the tzaddikim, He is feared, elevated and praised. (Rashi)

The death of Aharon’s two sons brought about

. . . . A Zoroastrian priest said to Ameimar,
a kiddush Hashem in two ways. The first is that it b

demonstrated Hashem’s Oneness, and the second Your upper half belongs to Hormiz
is that it demonstrated His kedushah. We will now

explain.

[the god of good] and your lower half to
Ahormiz [the god of evil ]!

The revelation of Hashem'’s Oneness is the goal of This person thought that half comes from the
all Creation. The whole world was created to reveal ~source of all good, and half from the source of all
Hashem'’s Oneness, as the Ramchal explains in many  evil.

places. But we know that it is not so. Hashem is the

Why does Hashem’s Oneness need to be source of everything, as it says:
“revealed”? What is so hidden about it?

Y7 X712 DiYY AWV qUn X7121 IR 8D
It is hard for non-Jews to understand and accept

nox 92 1wy 71 28 - The Creator of light

that two diametric opposites — good and evil - and the Creator of darkness... I Hashem

actually come from the same source. Here is a

statement that illustrates the point:
1 Sanhedrin 39a.



make all of these.””

Everything comes from one source. Hashem
is One. This is the principle of Hashem’s Oneness.
Both good and evil have a single source, which is

Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

So what does this have to do with the death of
Nadav and Avihu?

After the korbanos were offered on the eighth day,
the Shechinah came to rest in the Mishkan, about
which it says:

nama Sy DIRM T 01090 UK REM -
Fire came out from before Hashem and

consumed on the Altar.?

This represented the greatest success, the chesed
and rachamim that the Jewish people so longed for,
to know that their avodah was accepted by Hashem,
and the sin of the Ejge/ was atoned. Right after this,
the death of Nadav and Avihu is described in exactly
the same language:

DR DKM 7 03970 WK OREM -
Fire came out from before Hashem and

consumed them.*

This was a severe judgment, the likes of which will
never reoccur, executed upon great fzaddikim who
were comparable to Moshe and Aharon themselves.
And both of these incidents are described by the
Torah with the same wording: "1 39%n WX Xgm
5axm — “Fire came out from before Hashem and
consumed.” Both acts came from the same Source.

This demonstrated Hashem’s Oneness in a most

2 Yeshayahu 45:7.
3 Vayikra 9:24.
4 Ibid 10:2.

wondrous way. The greatest chesed and the greatest

din emanate from the same place. Thus it says *29772
WTpx — “I will be sanctified through My holy ones.”
They brought about a great kiddush Hashem and
revelation of Hashem’s Oneness. This is the first way

in which a kiddush Hashem took place.

The second way was as follows. First we need to
know what the word kadosh means. Kadosh, “holy,
signifies that which is separated and removed.
Properly understood, kiddush Hashem means to
know that that Hashem is supremely high and lofty

and far above us.

DP27TN 27T 133 12 X IXN DMV 313322
Dy navnnn nawvnm — As the heavens
are far above the earth, so are My ways far
above your ways, and My thoughts above
your thoughts.®

Heavenly judgment is very, very profound. It is
far above our understanding.

There is a special blessing about this in the
Amidah. After the blessing of Gevuros, in which we
praise Hashem for His mighty acts, saying %3%3n
NN IR M DY TMO M Dorn, then we
recite the blessing of 13 wW1Tp INX — “You are holy”
Hashem is separated and removed; He is high above
our understanding. Although we have just spoken
out His mighty acts, we must not mistakenly think
that we have any understanding of them. It is not so,
because He is kadosh. He is so high and lofty that
He is removed from our understanding. He is above
all praise.

This was actually the mistake of Nadav and
Avihu. It says about them:

5 Yeshayahu 55:9.
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IMYN 1708 DOFORT NX nm — They
gazed upon G-d and they ate and drank.®

This means that they felt too comfortable with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. They were so close to Him
and were on such a high level of ahavas Hashem that
they lacked sufficient yirah.

This was also why they offered to Hashem an
incense burning that they were not commanded
to do. It was because they felt too at home in the
Mishkan. We are not Hashem'’s “friends”” About
Moshe Rabbeinu it says nwn Y& RN — “Hashem
called to Moshe™ Even after all the awesome

6 Shemos 24:11.
7 Berachos 34a.
8 Vayikra 1:1.

Irreplaceable

3CHQT

madreigos that Moshe attained, he did not enter the
Mishkan until he was called.’

The death of Nadav and Avihu thus sanctified the
Mishkan. It emphasized the kedushah of Hashem.
At the very place and time of the greatest chesed
and closeness of Hashem, a very awesome and
scary judgment was executed, totally beyond our
understanding. The greatest zzaddikim, those closest

to Hashem, were struck down by midas hadin.

From this we learn that the ways of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu are lofty and holy and beyond our
understanding. This is kedushab; this is kiddush

Hashem. o

9 Rashi ibid.

(1,2 RIPM) U1 QW WK T19IWT DX 192 HRIY? 103 DD 0NN

And your brethren, the whole House of Yisrael, shall cry over the burning that

Hashem burned. (Vayikra 10:6)

The pasuk says that kol beis Yisrael, “the whole
House of Yisrael” shall cry over the death of Nadav
and Avihu. This implies that every Jew in every
generation should cry over it. Thus it says in the
Machzor of Yom Kippur, at the beginning of Krias
Hatorah, that it is a lofty matter and a great segulah
to cry over their death (which is mentioned in the

reading).

But why cry? Itis not proper to mourn excessively
over someone’s death.
W 1IN YR NnY 2R Y& — Do not cry
over the deceased and do not shake over

him.!

1 Yirmeyahu 22:10.

Chazal explain this pasuk as follows:

“Do not cry over the deceased” too
much, “And do not shake over him”
excessively. Rather, three days for crying,
and seven for eculogy, and thirty for
refraining from ironing clothingand taking
a haircut. From then on, Hakadosh Baruch

Hu says, “You do not have more mercy for
him than I do.”

Accordingly, it is hard to understand why we cry
unendingly for the death of Nadav and Avihu.

2 Moed Katan 27b.



An answer emerges from the Jewish minbag that

mourners are served eggs and lentils to eat, which
are round like a wheel, in order to console them.
This alludes to the fact that mourning is a wheel that
rotates in the world. In other words, the nature of the
world is that the sun sets, and the sun rises. A new
generation comes to take the place of the generation
that passed, so we should not grieve excessively over

the loss of the previous generation.

However, this only applies when people
pass away in the normal and natural manner.
When death suddenly and irreplaceably uproots
something, it is to be cried over forever. This may
be compared to someone who lost an arm. You
can’t place a time limit on the grieving over this
loss because another arm is not going to grow in
its place. He will be missingan important limb for
the rest of his life.

This is how it is with Nadav and Avihu. If
they would have died a natural death, when
their time came, then others like them would
have eventually arisen to take their place, each
generation according to its respective level. But
since they died before their time, unnaturally,
these two Gedolei Olam will always be missing.
There will never be anyone like Nadav and Avihu,
even according to the relative level of coming
generations, and this is why we cry over them in

every generation.

This explains other events that we cry about in
every generation, such as the slaughter of multitudes
of Jews at the time of Churban Beis Hamikdash. We
are crying over something that was irreplaceably

uprooted, so we continue to cry over it.

If they would have died naturally, in their proper

JCN

time, another generation like them would have
arisen to take their place, in which case there would
be a great multitude of Jews today, as there were
then. The slaughter of all those Jews at the time of
the Churban did irreparable damage to the state of
Klal Yisrael. The quantity of the Jewish people was
permanently impaired. Until this day, the number of
Jews in the world is few, due to that slaughter, which

is why we continue to cry over it.

It is the same with the burning of the Torah by
the wicked Apostomus, which is one of the five
tragic events over which we mourn on the 17* of
Tammuz. He burned just one Torah scroll, and
ostensibly, this did not affect the Torah as a whole.
Furthermore, burning Torah scrolls and manuscripts
is an unfortunate event that has taken place in many

subsequent generations.

Since Apostomus didnt seem to do any

permanent damage, why do we cry over it?

Because in truth he did. Chazal say that the
non-Jews show respect to the Torah.? Despite the
widespread hatred for Jews, and all the terrible
things they did to us, they didn’t burn Torah scrolls.
They understood that you don’t go and burn the
word of G-d. And so it was, until Apostomus came
along and actually burned a Torah scroll. This act
diminished respect for Torah in the world at large.
It lowered the status of the Torah in the eyes of the
world for all generations to come. So it is because
of him that the Torah was burned in subsequent

generations.

This is why we mourn his burning of the Torah.
It resulted in all the burnings of the Torah that took

place until this day.

3 Chulin 92b.




Admit It
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Aharon spoke to Moshe, “Behold, today they offered their sin offering and their

burnt offering before Hashem, and such things happened to me; if I would eat from

the sin offering today, would it be good in the eyes of Hashem?” Moshe listened, and

it was good in his eyes. (Fayikra 10:19-20)

He admitted it and did not say, out of embarrassment, “I did not hear such a thing.”
He rather said, “I heard it, but I forgot.” (Rashi)

Here the Torah teaches us the trait of admitting
the truth, through the account of the argument
between Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon Hakohen. We
will not get into the details of the dinim that Moshe
and Aharon were hashing out, but suffice it to say
that Aharon was right and Moshe was wrong.

Everyone makes mistakes. Even Moshe Rabbeinu.
This is human nature, and no one is exempt from it.

The more distinguished and important a person
is, the harder it is for him to admit his mistakes. The
true greatness of a person is not his infallibility but
his ability to recognize his mistakes and admit to
them. It is even harder to do this when one person
argues with another, and gets angry with him over
the issue, and it becomes public knowledge, and
then it turns out that the other was actually right.
It is very hard for him to forgo his honor and say,
“Okay, my mistake. You were right.”

This may be compared to someone who wants to
drive a heavy car with a big engine. The first thing he
needs to verify is that the brakes are in good shape,
because if you drive a car without brakes, the bigger
the car is, the more damage it can do.

It is the same with people. The greater a person
is in Torah and yiras Shamayim, or the sharper his
intellect is, the more damage he will do if he doesn’t
know how to recognize his mistakes and admit to
them. He is able to use his powers and abilities to
the betterment of the world only if he can admit the
truth even at the expense of his honor.

The ability to admit to the truth is essential not
just in matters between a person and others but also
between a person and himself. Everyone chooses
for himself a certain life path to follow. This applies
both to how he runs his life generally and to the
details of his daily behavior.

If a person doesn’t know how to exercise self-
criticism and discover his mistakes, and correct
them, he will inevitably go downhill. So it says in

Sefer Mesilas Yesharim:
A person who goes through life

without contemplating whether his way is
good or bad is like a blind person walking
on the edge of the river. He is surely in
great danger and is more likely to come to

mishap than to be saved from it.!

Even if a person already realizes his mistake, and
is watching out not to fall into it, it still takes a lot of
inner strength to stop and change direction. This is
especially true when his honor is involved or when
it affects other people.

Thus we should learn from Moshe Rabbeinu. He
was the greatest of men, and even after he got angry,
and made his opinion public, he still admitted and
said, “I made a mistake.” This is why he was granted
such incredible greatness in the first place. With
Moshe, it will never come to wrong.

1 Mesilas Yesharim ch. 2.
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Hidden Meanings
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Do not defile yourselves with them, lest you become stopped up by them. (Vayikra 11:43)

It was taught in the House of R. Yishmael: A sin stops up the heart of a person, as it
says, 03 DNHL) 073 NN X9, Do not read it as onnvy but rather as ovnvn. (Yoma 39a)

The Torah has two parts: the revealed and the
hidden. Although people on our level generally
don’t delve into the hidden meanings of the Torah,
we still need to know that there is a hidden aspect

to the Torah.

Everythingin the world has its hidden aspect and
its revealed aspect. No one can say he has nothing at
all to do with hidden matters. Most of the thoughts
and interests of educated people have to do with
hidden matters.

Let’s take food for example. We know that
certain foods are fattening, or are unhealthy for
various reasons, whereas other foods are considered
healthy and strengthen the body. Can we see with

our eyes some kind of immediate effect from eating

these foods? We can’t discern anything right away.
It only shows itself as time goes on. But there is a
“hidden” effect that is immediate.

If a child is born with a heart defect, the
doctor starts asking the mother if she took certain
medications during pregnancy.

This is something everyone can understand.

Years ago, people who wanted to show how they

are intelligent and educated would say, “Seeing is

believing.” What they don’t see with their eyes, they

don’t believe. But nowadays everyone knows that
you don’t need to see in order to believe. A person
walks down the street with a little black box in his
hand, and he says into it, “Hi, how are you?” If we
would ask him, “Who are you talking to?” he would

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -

as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

say, “With my brother in Israel.”

Is this person sane? He is in Baltimore, and he is
talking to his brother in Israel?! But we don’t have
any problem believing it because we know that there
are sound waves and they can be transformed into a
signal that may be transmitted over phone lines, and
there are cables that go under the Atlantic Ocean
and even farther, and therefore you can talk on the
phone to someone in Israel without any problem.

But did we ever see sound waves? Did we ever see
the trans-Atlantic phone cables? Of course not. You
can’t even see sound waves at all. But we know that
they exist.

We don’t usually delve into hidden matters, but
we know that there really are hidden aspects to
things.

It is the same with the Torah. If the Torah says
D2 DDNYY about eating non-kosher foods, thus
informing us that it stops up our hearts and minds,
it is a reality. It exists. This is the hidden part of the
prohibition on eating non-kosher foods.

You might say that we never saw anyone who
suffered brain damage or impaired cognitive
functioning immediately after eating #reif The
answer is that we also never saw anyone smoke a
cigarette and his lungs stopped working right on
the spot. But even if we don’t see it, the effect exists.

It is the same in ruchniyus. These things exist and
they affect. o
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W nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
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