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Tevilas Keilim - 1

Chiyuv of Tevilas Keilim

As we approach Pesach when many buy new dishes, we found it
necessary to elaborate on the halohos of Tevilas Keilim, in
general and in detail.

One who buys metal or glass dishes to be used at meals, from a
non-Jew, even new ones, must tovel them in a mikveh or spring
containing 40 so’oh (x"o02"p o 7" y"v) to elevate them from the
tum’oh of akum to the kedushoh of Jews (x"po 1v).

Tevilas Keilim — De’oraiso or Derabonon?

2.

3.

Some poskim say that tevilas keilim is only derabonon (ny7Ta x"awn
TV V"I PO KM TR X700, ,07an00).

However, most Rishonim hold it is de’oraiso and derived from the
posuk, “Xonn’ 771 °N1 X 1701 YR 17°2PN WRA R TWR 12T DY
(5,85 737n3). Chazal interpet (:n"y rp)  this possuk to refer to
tevilas keilim (T x"x mx " »o MR 77280 nyTa X7awan). The
Mechaber (7 v"o bw y"w) implies this is his opinion.

Glass dishes. This machlokes is only about metal dishes, which are
singled out in the posuk. All agree that teviloh on glass dishes is only
derabonon, but they certainly must be toveled. Chazal made a gezeiroh
on glass dishes since they are similar to metal in that, when broken,
they can be fixed by melting them down (:7”y 1"v). Despite what some
people think, one must make a brochoh when toveling glass dishes.

Using a Dish One Time Without Teviloh

b.

Regular dish. Contrary to popular belief, if a dish requires teviloh,
one may not use it even once and even in a casual manner before
toveling it (n”o ow x"m). Nevertheless, if one used a dish without
toveling it, the food inside does not become ossur (1”000 X"”1).

Dish which comes with food inside. One may use a dish which
comes with food inside, e.g., a bottle of wine or jar of coffee,
without toveling it as long as its original contents have not been
used up (,71 0 2’1 ApY> NpPbN NMY 9P MR XMP PRO°T N nMw
XM 'Pi U"D 3"VWA RITYIIN).

If one wants to refill the container after it is empty, whether with
the same food or different food, he must tovel it prior to using it
again. Although some say this is unnecessary since the non-Jew
produced it intending for it to be thrown out after its use and a Jew
designated it as a kli (‘v 73 273p "0 X"N MR /N "D 2’0 TP B"IR), Most
poskim hold it requires teviloh since he did not actively do anything
to designate it. Thus, he must tovel it with a brochoh (,7mm v ian
TV X™D TP MY TP 12 N°an Ya1p); some say without a brochoh (Armn nmw
™12 MR P 0 X' 1TPHR).

As long as the wine bottle or coffee jar’s original contents have not
been finished, one may put some back. E.g., one may return some
kiddush wine from his cup to the bottle if it is not yet empty ( 11°>2
¥n mx 28 n'n). Similarly, if one took too much coffee, he may put
some back into the jar as long as it has not been completely
finished (ow >"wwa x"1w7).

Coffee refills. Sometimes, stores have a sale during which one can buy
a jar of coffee along with a second soft pack intended to refill the jar
after it is empty. One must remember to tovel the jar prior to refilling it.
He does not need to first take off the stickers on the jar since they are
part of the jar and it is normal to leave them on (n>wnrya xan voaa).

10.
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Disposable aluminum pans. Flimsy dishes intended for one-time
use, e.g., disposable aluminum pans, do not have the status of
keilim since their use is temporary and flimsy in nature. Therefore,
they do not require teviloh (v"o »o n"n,2"> »o 7"n >’nan n"w) even if
one reuses them.

Brochoh on Tevilas Keilim

11.

12.

13.

Text. One makes a brochoh before toveling the dish ( x™an mx0a
n’po). If he is toveling one dish, he says, ‘o0 1Y% 7 Anx N2
95 nav Yy mx1 ,rnnxma nwTp Wwx 0w’ If he is toveling
multiple dishes, he says ‘@Y n%av %Y’ (yo 2p "o y"w). If he
interchanged the brochos he is yotzei bedi’eved (x”po n"p).

If one is toveling two dishes but is only making a brochoh on one of
them since the other is a sofeik brochoh, he should still say ‘n'7a0 7y
D'"72’ since the only problem with a sofeik is saying Hashem’s name;
as far the brochoh’s text, he is actually toveling two dishes.

Speaking between dishes. When one is toveling multiple dishes
and made the brochoh before the teviloh, lechatchiloh he should
not speak between toveling dishes in order for the brochoh to
cover all of them. Still, if he did speak, he does not make another
brochoh (770 v o v y"w).

Types of Dishes Requiring Teviloh

Materials Requiring Teviloh

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Metal. Dishes made of all types of metal require teviloh with a
brochoh (x"o ow y"w). This includes gold, silver, and
steel/stainless steel. Some say aluminum is only derabonon
since it is a new metal not specified in the posuk; even so, it is
toveled with a brochoh just like glass (2720 x'n 17r n"ax). However,
most poskim hold that all types of metals require teviloh
mide’oraiso, even those not listed in the posuk (3’mwn >0 w'my
x"n o x’n). The Shulchon Oruch implies this is also his opinion.
Glass. All types of glass require teviloh miderabonon with a
brochoh (above, 4). This includes crystal, Pyrex, and Duralex.
Corelle dishes are made of opaque glass with an outer layer to
prevent them from breaking. Thus, they are toveled with a
brochoh like glass. Some say they are toveled without a brochoh.
Mirror tray. Even flat glass dishes require teviloh (vn>bn vaw n"w
"m o). Thus, if one buys a mirror or piece of glass manufactured
by a non-Jew to place cookies or miniature desserts on it for a
kiddush or simchoh, even though it was not made for food, it
must be toveled since it is being used as a dish for food.

Pottery, stone, wood. Dishes made of clay, earthenware, stone
[e.g., marble], or wood do not require teviloh.

Glazed ceramics. Many types of dishes are made mainly out of
clay, but glazed or mixed with a type of glass, e.g. porcelain.
These make up most bowls and plates commonly used today at
meals. Some poskim say these do not require teviloh (y"ay> n"w
7709 Y23 X0 07K HPA X MIR 27Y Y95 R”O1,27p0 N7ANDA X317 770 70 RN
20 'y 210 ARMM).

However, many poskim are of the opinion that they should be
toveled without a brochoh or together with another dish which
requires a brochoh (mwn, 71 3 »o X"n 0N NMNYW N"WY 0”20 W'Y
x"3¥p "0 71'n). Itis proper to do so.
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21.

22.

Plastic. Some say that dishes made of firm plastic require teviloh —
albeit without a brochoh —since, like glass, they can be melted down
(7”2 D 2"M AN PIp N ,N"p-1"Y O 2N "nan n"Mw). However, most
poskim hold they are potur from teviloh (,3’op »o 271 apY> NP> N"w
TIP1 1727 MY 095 N720 'oa X7 X™rn). This is the common practice.
Silicone. Silicone dishes or trays do not require teviloh.

Dishes Used with Food [‘Klei Seudoh’]

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

The dishes that require teviloh are those used at meals, (ow y"w
x"0), meaning dishes used at meals with food, e.g., plates, bowls,
knives, spoons, forks, cups and the like, as well as dishes used in
the preparation of food, e.g., pots, saucepans, pans and the like, as
well as pot covers (770 x"n1). If they are made of materials requiring
teviloh with a brochoh, they are toveled with a brochoh.

Shechitoh knife. The Mechaber holds that a shechitoh knife, as
well as a knife used to skin an animal before cooking or a butcher’s
knife (np) does not require teviloh at all (7”0 bw y"1v). The Rama,
however, cites differing opinions and writes that they should be
toveled without a brochoh (ow x"m).

A skewer used to roast meat (17’0 y"w) as well as a barbecue's or
grill's cooking grate upon which food is placed requires teviloh with
a brochoh. Therefore, when one buys a reusable barbecue, he
must tovel the grate with a brochoh but not the container itself
which holds the coals, like the halochoh regarding a stovetop grate
(ow). A barbecue intended for one-time use does not require
teviloh (see above, 10).

A fruit/vegetable peeler designated to peel fruits/vegetables eaten
raw, e.g., apples, pears, carrots, etc., should be toveled with a
brochoh. If it is designated for vegetables unfit to be eaten raw,
e.g., potatoes or squash, it should be toveled without a brochoh.
Kitchen scissors designated for food unfit to be eaten raw should
be toveled without a brochoh since it is a matter of dispute (v
PO N"ID 2P0 "D ,XpO 7' ,1'po). However, if they are designated
for edible food, such as lettuce or fried schnitzel, they should be
toveled with a brochoh (7”0 1np My 1 1> mran yap).

A bottle opener or can opener does not need teviloh even though
it sometimes touches food since its use is for the container, not for
the food (30 71 57 >N N71W 3R W),

Food thermometer. Likewise a food thermometer which is
commonly used in cooking especially with meats does not need
teviloh. Even if it comes in contact with the food, it is not
considered a meal utensil, it is only used as an indirect tool in
preparation of the food.

Some say a nutcracker does not require teviloh since it touches the
shell, not the food (y*>7p 177 ,77owi»o n™an); others say it requires
teviloh with a brochoh since nuts are brought to the table in their
shells (1" mx 1’0 »0 2’n YW nnan n"v). Therefore, one should tovel
them without a brochoh (5nx x"w»an 7 MX 7m0 /11 15n VAV 1Y
0”1 MR 0°95 N30 2PY°).

Storage containers designated to store food but which are not
brought to the table, e.g., a spice or sugar container kept in the
kitchen, are a matter of dispute among the poskim: some say
they require teviloh (0012 ’n°n wx j2); others say they do not (an
230 7T P2 N DWw31 2’ ~o w1 pywa k'y7). Therefore, one should
tovel them without a brochoh (vpo namwn >>17). All agree, however,
that small containers containing salt or sugar that are brought to
the table must be toveled.

Utensil Made of Multiple Materials

32.

33.

34.

35.

A utensil made partly of metal and partly of plastic or silicone in
such a way that its main part is made of metal must be toveled
entirely, even the plastic part (7o ow x"mn 9”v). A plastic soup ladle
which only has metal on the handle does not require teviloh at all
(7™ 0 7"n °NApn VIV N1 1"N).

A schnitzel pounder with a wooden handle and a metal head [the
part that touches the chicken] requires teviloh according to the
Rama (above, 24) since the head is the main part of the utensil. The

Electrical Appliances

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

All electrical appliances designated to be used with food which
touch the food itself must be toveled; the fact that they may get
ruined in the water does not exempt them. Even if the enclosed
instructions say not to immerse them in water, they must still be
toveled (1"n »1%7 vaw "W ,2"Y 7O 2N NI N"1Y 13 70 TP RN N"AR N"Y
”170). One should make sure to dry them well by putting them in
the sun for a few days or next to a warm oven before turning them
on (2"y »o V"N YRIWY’ 1a8 N"W), [for coffee makers, see next issue].
Nevertheless, if toveling the appliance breaks it ch"v, since the
company explicitly writes it should not be toveled, one may not
return it to the store arguing that the Gilyon Chukei Chaim said to
tovel it.. However, most of the time they work fine if properly dried.
Electric wire. When toveling an appliance, although it must be entirely
toveled, only the part of the wire attached to the actual appliance
needs to enter the water; the rest of the wire and plug do not since the
wire merely helps power the device and is not considered part of the
actual appliance (pnx> nnan "X »o 2"n 157 VIV N"Y).

Electric kettle ['kumkum']. An electric kettle made of plastic with a
metal heating element must be toveled since the heating element
is the main part of the device. Similarly, a water urn imported from
Chutz Lo'oretz must be toiveled unless it has a hechsher from a
reliable Rov stating that it does not require teviloh.

Some say that a bread toaster does not require teviloh since the
bread is baked prior to entering the toaster (1750 3'n 7"v n"ix).
However, most poskim argue and hold it requires teviloh (1xa nmw
TIP1,N 0 XM Mwn P 0 TN won).

If it is possible to remove the metal trays which touch the bread
from a sandwich maker, they alone require teviloh. If this is not
possible, one must tovel the entire device.

If a hand blender is made of two parts, only the part which goes
into the food requires teviloh. If it is all one machine, it must be
toveled entirely.

Mikveh Suitable for Tevilas Keilim

Keilim Mikveh

43.

Most poskim hold that tevilas keilim is de'oraiso (above, 3). Thus,
dishes must be toveled in a mikveh which is kosher mide'oraiso.
Therefore, every keilim mikveh must be under supervision of a Rov
fluent in these halochos who regularly checks its kashrus.

. Store's mikveh. Sometimes, stores that sell dishes have an attached

mikveh. These also require a Rov's supervision; the fact that the owner
is shomer Torah and mitzvos is not enough. One should not be
uncomfortable asking the storeowner who the Rav Hamachshir of the
mikveh is. If there is a demand from the customers, the owner will
make sure to get a Rav Hamachshir if he does not already have one.

Tevilas Keilim in a Mikveh Intended for People

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

Before toveling dishes in a mikveh intended for people, one must
confirm with the supervising Rov, or at least with the attendant
responsible for it, that it is kosher for teviloh de'oraiso, as often
times they are not kosher for tevilas keilim (see issue 284 par. 38).
One must also be careful not to break glassware in a mikveh or
area where people walk. If glass breaks, one must make sure to
clean it all up; otherwise, it is a public hazard and his teviloh is a
mitzvoh habo'oh ba'aveiroh.

Brochoh in a mikveh. When toveling dishes in a mikveh intended
for people, one may not make a brochoh if the showers are in the
same room as the mikveh (7”po 17070 2'n). He should make the
brochoh outside the mikveh, even if it is more than 22 amos away
from the mikveh (7"mp »o a"m °napn vaw n"w), and then
immediately walk in and tovel his dishes. In this way, his walking is
not a hefsek (1”y m>yo o°3 nY>a0 0 NXp p).

If the showers are not in the mikveh room, he may make a brochoh
if there is no one —including himself — unclothed present. If there is
someone unclothed present, he should turn his face and body in
another direction (3o v”’o 0’5 n%*av D).

When toveling a dish without a brochoh, one may do so even in the
presence of someone unclothed; the issue is only with the
brochoh, not the actual teviloh (x »o x"n 717 7727 "W).

teviloh should be without a brochoh (3”ypo x5 o°%3 nY>av DD).
Covered with paper. A dish which requires teviloh must be
toveled even if it is always used with a separation, e.g., baking
paper or tinfoil, between the food and the dish. This is because
the paper is not considered its own 'dish’; rather, it is viewed as if
the food was used with the dish itself (0 »o 27n mMnbw nnan v
TP OPR 777 OR3P PO Prvia npbn i mR).

Challoh tray. A wooden challoh tray with a silver sheet covered
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London: R’ Avi Yodakin — 07946370936
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Kovetz Pesach — a must in every home!

by a glass surface on which challoh is cut must have all its parts,
including the wood, toveled. This is because this type of dish is
used when it is assembled; the glass is not meant to be taken
off and put back on. Bedi'eved, if one only toveled the glass, it is
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kosher ('m mx 7 ’on n”n 23,1y »0 3”1 >"Nan "W "Y).
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