
The Ribnizer Rebbe was once 
arrested and grilled in a KGB court…

When the Germans captured Ribnitz 
during WWII, they fought with the 

local Russian partisans. One night…

The Rebbi undertook this perilous duty. He 
hitched his horse to a wagon and collected 
scraps of food until the wagon was full.

When the wagon was full, the Rabbi 
made the necessary arrangements.

The head judge waited until 
the prosecutor finished.

The Rebbe’s kindness and sensitivity saved 
many gentile lives; and ultimately his own.

If a person 
needs to eat, we 

must give him!
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…and for crime 21 the state 
requests a minimum of 20 

years in Siberia …and crime 22 
warrants execution…

Please take this 
wagon tonight through 
the forest path. Wait at 
the first fork for the 

signal…

After hearing all 
these violations, 
it is clear that 

the defendant is 
deserving of death 
not just once, but 
dozens of times. 

However…

…given that I personally 
witnessed that the defendant 

once risked his life for the 
regime, I hereby exonerate 
him of all charges. Let me 

explain…

Rabbi, No one is willing to brave 
the Nazi infested streets to collect food 

for our men in the forest. They are starving 
to death…we desperately need food for 

them!

יל ים זַנְװִּ ה born to ,זַצַ״ל Abramowitz ר׳ חַיִּ יכָה in Botosani, Romania. He received יוּטָא צְפּוֹרָה and ר׳ מֺשֶׁ  סְמִּ
from יְהוּדָה לײֵבּ ר׳  Tsirelson. In his youth he was a יד ל זַצַ״ל ר׳ of חָסִּ יְהוּדָה אַרְיֵה לײֵבּוּש פְרַנְקֶׁ  of Botosani 
and ּתְיָהו ״י with שַ״ס Friedman of Stefanesht. At the age of 18 he knew all of ר׳ אַבְרָהָם מַתִּ  s'רַשִּ

commentary. After his marriage to his first wife, שָרָה, he lived in several cities in Bessarabia. After 
WWII, he began serving as a rebbe in Rybnista. He used to טוֹבֵל in icy water, fasted a lot, would remain 

wrapped in a ית ין and טַלִּ לִּ קוּן חַצוֹת until night and said תְפִּ  שוֹחֵט and מוֹהֵל for long hours. He was a תִּ
despite the ban by the authorities. On ט׳ בְּאָב he would wrap himself in a sackcloth and tear יעָה  with קְרִּ

a בְּרָכָה. He immigrated to Israel and lived in Kiryat Bobov (בַּת יָם), later in בְּנֵי בְּרַק and then in יְרוּשָלַיִּם. In 
1934 he emigrated to the US where he lived in Miami, Brooklyn, and finally Monsey, NY. יל ים זַנְװִּ  was ר׳ חַיִּ

a legend in his lifetime. He was renowned for his unusually high level of קְדֻשָה, his unwavering and 
fearless עֲבוֹדַת ד׳, and will always be remembered for the many incredible יְשוּעוֹת he brought about. 

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

װֵי זַצַ״ל מוּאֵל לײֵבּ was born to ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ שְׁ הָק a) ר׳ שְׁ מִיד מֻבְׁ  of תַלְׁ
כָה and (ר׳ בָּרוּךְ בּעֶר לִיבּוֹבִיץ זַצַ״ל  in Slabodka, Lithuania. He מַלְׁ
studied at the Slabodka מוּד תוֹרָה  until his family escaped תַלְׁ

to the U.S. just prior to WWII. There he first learned in דַעַת שִיבָה תוֹרָה וְׁ  .יְׁ
Later on, he became a הָק מִיד מֻבְׁ  He then learned .זַצַ״ל Kotler ר׳ אַהֲרֹן of תַלְׁ
in רָאֵל רוּתָא and was a אֶרֶץ יִשְׁ  He returned to .זַצַ״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם of חַבְׁ
the U.S. where he married בוֹרָה רָהָם the daughter of ,דְׁ  ,Kalmanowitz ר׳ אַבְׁ
שִיבַת מִיר שִיבָה In the 1950s, he became .ראֹש יְׁ שִיבַת of ראֹש יְׁ  Philadelphia, a יְׁ
position he held for 52 years. His אַת שָמַיִם מָדָה ,יִרְׁ  were שִעוּרִים and הַתְׁ
legendary. As a leader of the דוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָה  he successfully fought ,מוֹעֶצֶת גְׁ
many battles to protect ּמַסוֹרֶת אֲבוֹתֵינו.

ר״ח ניסן   
5684 – 5769 
1924 – 2009 

R' Elya Svei זַצַ״ל was the תּוֹרָה leader and  ׁראֹש
 world in the U.S.A. for תּוֹרָה of the הַמְדַבְרִים
decades. When referring to R' Elya,  ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר
 would say, “America מְנַחֵם מַן שַׁ״ךְ זַצַ״ל
rests on his shoulders.” Every moment 
was precious to R' Elya. Yet when it came 
to helping a fellow Jew, he gave of his 
time. He paid a personal visit to a doctor 
on behalf of a Yid with a serious medical 
issue. R' Elya explained that he had to see the 
expression on the doctor’s face before he could offer 
advice to the patient! 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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Agudas Yisroel of America

י   ינִּ מִּ י בַיוֹם הַשְּׁ הִּ רָא ט:א(… וַיִּ קְּׁ )וַיִּ  
 “And it was on the eighth day…”

When the כָן שְּׁ ה ,was finally erected מִּ רָאֵל said to מֺשֶׁ שְּׁ לַל יִּ  ,כְּׁ
“ ם כֶׁ בַבְּׁ לְּׁ ירוּ מִּ עֱבִּ ר הָרָע הֶׁ …אוֹתוֹ יֵצֶׁ  — Remove that ר הָרַע  from your יֵצֶׁ
hearts, and if you achieve this, the Divine glory will appear” (קוּט  It is .(יַלְּׁ
rather curious that just at the stage of כָן שְּׁ יַן הַמִּ נְּׁ ה ,בִּ  should מֺשֶׁ
admonish them about the evil inclination. Furthermore, what did he 
mean by ר הָרָע ?as if he had a particular pitfall in mind — אוֹתוֹ יֵצֶׁ
 The מָרָא רָכוֹת in גְּׁ ת בְּׁ כֶׁ  quotes a statement made by (סא.) מַסֶׁ
חֵי הַלֵב ,רַב תְּׁ פְּׁ נֵי מִּ יוֹשֵב בֵין שְּׁ בוּב וְּׁ זְּׁ ה לִּ ר הָרָע דּוֹמֶׁ ר הָרָע the — יֵצֶׁ  is יֵצֶׁ
compared to a fly that dwells between the two entrances to the heart. 
This means that, like the fly, the ר הָרָע  is always going from place to יֵצֶׁ
place looking for a weakness in our defenses. Initially, the ר הָרָע  יֵצֶׁ
attempts to prevent us from fulfilling our obligation of doing וֹת צְּׁ  by מִּ
suggesting excuses or placing obstacles in our path. If this tactic fails to 
deter us and we manage to shoo the fly away, it returns with a 
different idea. It tries to make us feel proud that we foiled the ר הָרָע  יֵצֶׁ
and fulfilled the וֹת צְּׁ  ,As the full measure of our achievement sinks in .מִּ
we may feel proud of our accomplishment.

These two tactics, before and after, represent the two 
pathways to the heart, where the ר הָרָע  as restless as a fly, lies in ,יֵצֶׁ
wait to trap us.

Perhaps this too is the meaning of the prayer  הָסֵר שָטָן וְּׁ
פָנֵינוּ וּמֵאַחֲרֵינוּ לְּׁ  .from before us and from behind us שָטָן Remove the — מִּ
We ask ד׳ to help us overcome the שָטָן not only when he confronts us 
before we do a וָה צְּׁ  but also after we have fought off his interference ,מִּ
— that we should not fall prey to feelings of pride.

It was this danger that concerned ה  most when he saw מֺשֶׁ
that the כָן שְּׁ רָאֵל .was finally set up in all its glory מִּ שְּׁ לַל יִּ  s combined’כְּׁ
efforts had succeeded in creating a home for the Divine presence, but 
therein lay a great danger and an opening for the ר הָרָע  It gave the .יֵצֶׁ
ר הָרָע רָאֵל the opportunity to make יֵצֶׁ שְּׁ לַל יִּ  feel conceited by what כְּׁ
they had achieved. They had succeeded in building a structure that 
would make it possible for the ינָה כִּ ים to dwell in the שְּׁ תוֹנִּ  down — תַחְּׁ
on earth among mortals. Were they not justified in feeling a little 
pride?

With this understanding, ה רָאֵל warned מֺשֶׁ שְּׁ לַל יִּ ר  ,כְּׁ אוֹתוֹ יֵצֶׁ
ם כֶׁ בַבְּׁ לְּׁ ירוּ מִּ עֱבִּ ר הָרָע this — הָרָע הֶׁ  must be removed from [of pride] יֵצֶׁ
your hearts. If the ינָה כִּ כָן is to rest in the שְּׁ שְּׁ ר הָרָע the ,מִּ  of pride יֵצֶׁ
must be removed. Our Sages say (ת סוֹטָה כֶׁ  ד׳ that vanity drives (מַסֶׁ
away. Therefore, ה רָאֵל told מֺשֶׁ שְּׁ לַל יִּ  that they must continue to feel כְּׁ
humble despite their wonderful achievement. Only then would they 
merit בוֹד ד׳ ם כְּׁ יֵרָא אֲלֵיכֶׁ .וְּׁ

Adapted from: Through the Prism of Torah (with kind permission from Feldheim)
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה:  שמיני      מפטיר: החדש )שמות יב:א-כ(     הפטרה: ...כל העם הארץ... )יחזקאל מה:טז-מו:יח(

מברכים ראש חודש ניסן )יום ג, מולד ליל שלישי]יום ב[ בשעה:  חלקים 7 + 22:57(

דף יומי: בבא מציעא ל״ח     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

מצות עשה: 6   מצות לא תעשה: 11

משנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה

PIRCHEI 



  

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The custom is to take a feather with which to dust out the 
.from the holes and cracks חָמֵץ

• It is customary to use a single wax candle or a flashlight 

for דִיקָה .בְּ
• Commonly missed areas to search for חָמֵץ include: work 

desks, knapsacks, school lockers, clothing pockets, etc. 

ם יטַב … מַדּוּעַ לאֹ אֲכַלְתֶּ ה וַיִּ שְמַע מֹשֶּ קְרָא י:יז… וַיִּ כ(-)וַיִּ  
Why did you not eat … ה .heard and he approved מֹשֶּ
ה  s surviving sons and asked why’אַהֲרֹן had confronted מֹשֶּ

they had not eaten from the ש  responded by אַהֲרֹן .offering ראֹש חוֹדֶּ
demonstrating correctly that the deaths of נָדָב and יהוּא  prevented אֲבִּ
them from partaking of this offering. 

As soon as he heard אַהֲרֹן’s reasoning, ה  conceded that מֹשֶּ
his brother was right. As ״י ה ,teaches רַשִּ  did not attempt to defend מֹשֶּ
his position. Instead, he admitted without embarrassment that ד׳ had 
instructed him only that the special one time inauguration offerings 
should be eaten on that day, just as אַהֲרֹן and his sons had assumed 
— but ה .had forgotten this fact מֹשֶּ

It seems difficult to understand why the תוֹרָה must inform 
us that ה  immediately admitted his mistake and did not attempt to מֹשֶּ
defend his position. Would we have expected any less from the 
greatest prophet of all time, through whom ד׳ transmitted the תוֹרָה 
to our people?

R' Chaim Shmuelevitz זַצַ״ל explains that it is precisely 
because of his unparalleled stature that ה  might have been מֹשֶּ
tempted to deny that he had erred. He might have reasoned, “How 
can I admit that I have forgotten a law? If I admit to this, people might 
say that if I erred in this instance, I may have erred in other areas as 
well. All that I have taught them may become subject to doubt and 
the truth of the תוֹרָה which I have transmitted may come into 
question.”

ה  made no such rationalizations. He knew that “the seal מֹשֶּ
of ד׳ is truth,” and that there could be no deviating from it. If in this 
one instance ה  erred, then he was prepared to admit his mistake מֹשֶּ
without hesitation and without fear of repercussions. It was through 
such strength of personality that ה  merited to be the teacher of all מֹשֶּ
שְרָאֵל  forever, whose word remains sacred and unchallenged for כְלַל יִּ
all eternity.

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
R' שְרָאֵל  מוּסָר is known as the founder of the זַצַ״ל Salanter יִּ

movement because he introduced daily ethical study as an 
indispensable part of the יבָה  curriculum. He also תוֹרָה student’s יְשִּ
taught that מוּסָר study must be done with total involvement of one’s 

spirit and emotions so that the ethical teachings of the Sages will 
have a lasting impact on one’s נְשָמָה (soul).

Today, R' שְרָאֵל יבוֹת s approach is practiced in’יִּ  the world יְשִּ
over. However, more than a century ago, when R' שְרָאֵל  began to יִּ
publicize his philosophies, he was met with stiff opposition from 
those who considered his approach somewhat revolutionary and 
unnecessary.

It happened once that R' שְרָאֵל  came to a certain city to יִּ
deliver a Talmudic lecture open to the public. In the audience were 
some of his antagonists who were eager to find some flaw in his 
lecture and thereby damage his image in the community. In the 
course of the lecture, one such fellow interjected with a question 
which challenged the premise put forth by R' שְרָאֵל שְרָאֵל 'R .יִּ  was יִּ
silent for a few moments. Then, those near him heard him 
murmuring to himself, “R' שְרָאֵל  one) בַעַל מוּסָר you are, after all, a ,יִּ
who lives by and preaches the teachings of מוּסָר).” He then 
announced, “The question put forth has refuted my premise. I have 
nothing more to say.” With those words, he closed the volume before 
him and descended the pulpit.

While R' שְרָאֵל  s antagonists smiled with satisfaction, his’יִּ
disciples approached him to ask what he had meant by those words 
which he had whispered.

“You see,” R' שְרָאֵל  explained, “I actually had three possible יִּ
ways by which to answer his question. Had I chosen any of these 
three responses, I highly doubt whether he would have had anything 
more to say. But in truth, I know that none of these three approaches 
is correct, for each can be refuted, though with great difficulty. For a 
moment, I considered using one of these responses, for if I were to 
admit defeat, this might do damage to my cause of spreading the 
idea of מוּסָר study.

“However, I then reflected, ‘R' שְרָאֵל  you are, after all, a ,יִּ
 stress the quality of truth and disparage מוּסָר Does not .בַעַל מוּסָר
those who stray after falsehood? How can you in good conscience 
suggest an answer which in your heart you know to be false?!’

“That is why I descended the podium without responding.”

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

In the Way of Moshe

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
סַח -  ת פֶּ הִלְכ�וֹ
דִיקַת חָמֵץ בְּ

Halacha 
Corner

 סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד - חלק ב׳  פרק י״ז ה׳ 
*Last week we mentioned a ּבֵי אֵלִיָּהו א דְּ נָּ ק כ״ג) תָּ רֶּ אֵל that the (פֶּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  בְּ
gathered together and made a community רִית  promissory) בְּ
agreement) to performing acts of דִים מִילוּת חֲסָּ  with one another. This ,גְּ
resulted in the ה אֻלָּ רַיִם from גְּ  Ed. Note: This may possibly be] .מִצְּ
another answer to the question of why we begin the ר א  with סֵדֶּ מָּ א לַחְּ הָּ
יֵכוֹל... פִין ײֵתֵי וְּ ל דִכְּ יָּא...כָּ  this is the bread of affliction...all those who ,עַנְּ
are poor, come and eat...We are reenacting the נָּה ד of תַקָּ סֶּ  which we חֶּ
did with one another, which led to  the ה אֻלָּ  .[גְּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ  .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ
The פֵץ חַיִים א explains from the חָּ תָּ סִיקְּ שַלַח[ פְּ קוּט בְּ יַלְּ א בְּ  reciprocated and ד׳ that ]הוּבָּ
answered them because of their ד סֶּ תָּ  ,as it says חֶּ אָלְּ ךָ עַם זוּ גָּ דְּ חַסְּ חִיתָּ בְּ  In your kindness ,נָּ
You guided this people that you redeemed…א תָּ סִיקְּ ד explains: this refers to the פְּ סֶּ נֵי  of חֶּ בְּ
אֵל רָּ ד s’ד׳ which led to יִשְּ סֶּ ה and the חֶּ אֻלָּ  .גְּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment Questions    week רש"י
1. What was the reward that אַהֲרֹן received for remaining silent 

after the sudden death of two of his sons?
2. What is the name of the bird that shares its food only with its 

friends?

ָׁה taught the הקב״ה.1 ִּדֹּם) אַהֲרֹן and only to ,אַהֲרֹן directly to שְתוּיֵי יָׁיִן of פַרְש  ד״ה וַי
— 10:4).

2.The ָׁה  .bird shares its food ONLY with its friends, NOT with any other birds חֲסִיד
It is rendered unkosher since its kindness is exclusive [Ruzhiner Rebbe] ( ד״ה
ִּידָה .(11:19 — הַחֲס

1. What was the reward that אַהֲרֹן received for remaining silent 
after the sudden death of two of his sons?

2. What is the name of the bird that shares its food only with its 
friends?

ָׁה taught the הקב״ה.1 ִּדֹּם) אַהֲרֹן and only to ,אַהֲרֹן directly to שְתוּיֵי יָׁיִן of פַרְש  ד״ה וַי
— 10:4).

2.The ָׁה  .bird shares its food ONLY with its friends, NOT with any other birds חֲסִיד
It is rendered unkosher since its kindness is exclusive [Ruzhiner Rebbe] ( ד״ה
ִּידָה .(11:19 — הַחֲס
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Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ
A לְמִיד ״ל ,of R' Elya Svei תַּ צַּ  had a child after 7 years of marriage. His ,זַּ

wife gave birth to a little boy who was born prematurely and weighed just close 
to 3 pounds. The baby was placed in the High Risk Unit of the Hodges Hospital 
in Milwaukee.

After 2½ months, the family was told that their son was well enough 
to be taken home. The לְמִיד  wanted to buy the nurses a gift. Unsure of what תַּ
would be appropriate, he called his ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה, R' Elya Svei, for advice. He was 
taken aback when the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה said, "Don't buy a gift! Of course you should 
show your appreciation. My advice is: Every year on your son’s birthday, bring 
him back to visit the unit!”

That is exactly what the family did for the first six years. Over the next 
few years there was always another reason for not going back. However, the 
year of their son's ר מִצְוָה ר מִצְוָה he came with a ,בַּ  invitation and handed it to בַּ
the head nurse, along with a warm letter of gratitude. He thanked everyone 
profusely for what they had done years earlier and brought a special cake for 
the staff.

A few weeks later, the family received a beautiful letter from one of 
the nurses that read:

"My name is Jodi Campanella, and I am a nurse in the High Risk 
Nursery at Hodges Hospital where your son had an extended stay years ago… 
While at orientation, I heard all about your son and your wonderful family… A 
few weeks ago, I had the pleasure of meeting you when you brought an 
invitation to the ר מִצְוָה  .along with a letter that you had written about our staff בַּ
It touched my heart. You reminded me of why I became a nurse in the intensive 
care unit… Candy and flowers are a nice sentiment, but what you and your 
family do is something that helps us make it through the rough days. My most 
sincere thanks, Jodi C., RN."

My לְמִיד  one does not have to show gratitude with lavish gifts. A ,תַּ
sincere letter or a kind gesture is far more everlasting! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
רֶבִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission)

An edited selection of חֹדֶש ת הַׁ שַׁ רָּ יוֹצְרוֹת לְפָּ
נִים י שָּ אשֵׁ ה רָּ עָּ  These are the four New Years in every Jewish calendar year … אַרְבָּ
[See the first מִשְנָּה in נָּה שָּ ן (1) :ראֹש הַׁ א׳   and (4) ,א׳ תִשְרֵי (3) ,א׳ אֶלוּל (2) ,א׳ נִיסָּ
ט אי) שְבַׁ מַׁ ט or (בֵית שַׁ ן .[(בֵית הִלֵל) ט״ו שְבַׁ  is considered the first month even נִיסָּ
though the calendar year starts in תִשְרֵי.
נָּה ה תְקוּפוֹת בַשָּ עָּ  ,These are the four seasons throughout the year: spring … אַרְבָּ
summer, autumn and winter. ן  is considered the first season, for it’s the נִיסָּ
month in which the 1st rays of the sun shone onto the world.
קִים כְבַמַחֲזֶה ה פְרָּ עָּ  These are the 4 times in the year that the world is … אַרְבָּ
judged [See 2nd מִשְנָּה in נָּה שָּ ח (1) :ראֹש הַׁ ראֹש  (3) ,(fruits) שְבוּעוֹת (2) ,(grain) פֶסַׁ
נָּה שָּ ן .[(water) סוּכּוֹת (4) ,(people) הַׁ .is the 1st judgment נִיסָּ
כִים אֲשַנְנָּה ה עֲרָּ עָּ ה This refers to the four … אַרְבָּ  passages that are read during תוֹרָּ
the weeks preceding ח לִים (1)  פֶסַׁ כוֹר (2) ,שְקָּ ה (3) ,זָּ רָּ חֹדֶש and (4) פָּ  Each one is .הַׁ
read to add another merit that will help bring  ַׁשִיח  .מָּ
ה כוֹסוֹת כְבַמַחֲזֶה עָּ רְעֹה appears four times in the dream of כּוֹס The word  … אַרְבָּ  s’פַׁ
wine chamberlain. This is a רֶמֶז to the four cups of poison that will be drunk by 
the enemies of אֵל שִיחַׁ  at the time of בְנֵי יִשְרָּ .מָּ
ה מַלְכֻיּוֹת נָּדוּש עָּ נִיאֵל … אַרְבָּ  prophesied that there would be four (פֶרֶק ז׳) דָּ
kingdoms [(1) בֶל י (2) ,בָּ דַׁ ס וּמָּ רַׁ ן (3) ,פָּ וָּ בְנֵי  and (4) Rome] that would rule over ,יָּ
אֵל שִיחַׁ  until the coming of יִשְרָּ .מָּ
שִים כְבַמַחֲזֶה רָּ ה חָּ עָּ רְיָּה In … אַרְבָּ בְנֵי  carpenters will come and redeem 4 ,(פֶרֶק ב׳) זְכַׁ
אֵל וִד from the 4 kingdoms that oppress them [(1) יִשְרָּ שִיחַׁ בֶן דָּ שִיחַׁ בֶן יוֹסֵף (2) ,מָּ  ,מָּ
ה נב:) כֹּהֵן צֶדֶק and (4) אֵלִיָּהוּ (3) .[(סוּכָּּ

UnderstandingDavening

The 10th year of our international הִלְכוֹת חַג בְחַג 
contest is underway. For the next few weeks, 
our contest learning will focus on your learning 
some of the practical הֲלָכוֹת of סַח .הִלְכוֹת פֶּ
1) Starting פוּרִים, begin learning at least two 

סַח in הֲלָכוֹת לְחָן עָרוּךְ from הִלְכוֹת פֶּ  קִצוּר שֻׁ
every day until סַח ב פֶּ רֶּ  The .(days 29) עֶּ
two practical סִימָנִים inְלְחָן עָרוּך  to קִצוּר שֻׁ
be completed twice (totaling 23 סְעִיפִים 
x2) chosen for the contest are:  סִימָן קי״ח 
( ר  י״א סְעִיפִים -הַכָנַת הַסֵדֶּ ) and סִימָן קי״ט (

ר  ר לֵיל סֵדֶּ י״ב סְעִיפִים -סֵדֶּ ). 
Those who IY”H finish all the סְעִיפִים (along 
with completing חָד תַרְגּוּם  per שְנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶּ
grade level) before סַח  can review what they פֶּ
learned in the remaining days of the contest. 
To join/participate, please send a signed 
weekly fax to 718 506 9633 – include  grade, 
name, school, city, state, contact # — or email: 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com.

The contestants as of press time are 
listed below:
Grade 1 – Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; 
Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ;
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana 
of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Kalman Singer; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Avraham 
Abramson, Sheftel Beren, Aaron Bernstein, 
Shmuel Blashka, Yisrael Matan Cline, Yaakov 
Danziger, Aharon Flax, Izzy Greenberg, 
Avraham Hakakian, Elisha Hirsch, Yaakov 
Karimov, Abraham Kassin, Hershel Meir Kopel, 
Yehoshua Lavi, Tuvia Shalom Schwarz, 
Menachem Sonnenblick, Yaakov Weiss, 
Yehoshua Alexander Zelikovich; Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim (TA); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman 
Hefter, Chaim Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali 
Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu 
Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, 

MD.
Grade 6 – Avrohom Goldman; Rambam Day 
School; Savannah, GA; Yoel Goldstein, Akiva 
Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, 
Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, 
Dovi Shulman, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Meshilem Zev Fisher; 

Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 7 –  Shalom Barth, Netanel Berkowitz, 
Betzalel Cohen, Nosson Tzvi Fogel, Daniel 
Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim 
Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, 
Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; 

Baltimore, MD; 
Grade 8 –   Dovi Nitekman, Zevi Weinberg; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Akiva 
Horan, Moshe Kraines, Yakir Lazar, Shmuel 
Morris, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Chaim 
Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonurst; 

Brooklyn, NY.

FocusonMiddos 10th Annual International 
Pirchei חג בחג Contest



  

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The custom is to take a feather with which to dust out the 
.from the holes and cracks חָמֵץ

• It is customary to use a single wax candle or a flashlight 

for דִיקָה .בְּ
• Commonly missed areas to search for חָמֵץ include: work 

desks, knapsacks, school lockers, clothing pockets, etc. 

ם יטַב … מַדּוּעַ לאֹ אֲכַלְתֶּ ה וַיִּ שְמַע מֹשֶּ קְרָא י:יז… וַיִּ כ(-)וַיִּ  
Why did you not eat … ה .heard and he approved מֹשֶּ
ה  s surviving sons and asked why’אַהֲרֹן had confronted מֹשֶּ

they had not eaten from the ש  responded by אַהֲרֹן .offering ראֹש חוֹדֶּ
demonstrating correctly that the deaths of נָדָב and יהוּא  prevented אֲבִּ
them from partaking of this offering. 

As soon as he heard אַהֲרֹן’s reasoning, ה  conceded that מֹשֶּ
his brother was right. As ״י ה ,teaches רַשִּ  did not attempt to defend מֹשֶּ
his position. Instead, he admitted without embarrassment that ד׳ had 
instructed him only that the special one time inauguration offerings 
should be eaten on that day, just as אַהֲרֹן and his sons had assumed 
— but ה .had forgotten this fact מֹשֶּ

It seems difficult to understand why the תוֹרָה must inform 
us that ה  immediately admitted his mistake and did not attempt to מֹשֶּ
defend his position. Would we have expected any less from the 
greatest prophet of all time, through whom ד׳ transmitted the תוֹרָה 
to our people?

R' Chaim Shmuelevitz זַצַ״ל explains that it is precisely 
because of his unparalleled stature that ה  might have been מֹשֶּ
tempted to deny that he had erred. He might have reasoned, “How 
can I admit that I have forgotten a law? If I admit to this, people might 
say that if I erred in this instance, I may have erred in other areas as 
well. All that I have taught them may become subject to doubt and 
the truth of the תוֹרָה which I have transmitted may come into 
question.”

ה  made no such rationalizations. He knew that “the seal מֹשֶּ
of ד׳ is truth,” and that there could be no deviating from it. If in this 
one instance ה  erred, then he was prepared to admit his mistake מֹשֶּ
without hesitation and without fear of repercussions. It was through 
such strength of personality that ה  merited to be the teacher of all מֹשֶּ
שְרָאֵל  forever, whose word remains sacred and unchallenged for כְלַל יִּ
all eternity.

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
R' שְרָאֵל  מוּסָר is known as the founder of the זַצַ״ל Salanter יִּ

movement because he introduced daily ethical study as an 
indispensable part of the יבָה  curriculum. He also תוֹרָה student’s יְשִּ
taught that מוּסָר study must be done with total involvement of one’s 

spirit and emotions so that the ethical teachings of the Sages will 
have a lasting impact on one’s נְשָמָה (soul).

Today, R' שְרָאֵל יבוֹת s approach is practiced in’יִּ  the world יְשִּ
over. However, more than a century ago, when R' שְרָאֵל  began to יִּ
publicize his philosophies, he was met with stiff opposition from 
those who considered his approach somewhat revolutionary and 
unnecessary.

It happened once that R' שְרָאֵל  came to a certain city to יִּ
deliver a Talmudic lecture open to the public. In the audience were 
some of his antagonists who were eager to find some flaw in his 
lecture and thereby damage his image in the community. In the 
course of the lecture, one such fellow interjected with a question 
which challenged the premise put forth by R' שְרָאֵל שְרָאֵל 'R .יִּ  was יִּ
silent for a few moments. Then, those near him heard him 
murmuring to himself, “R' שְרָאֵל  one) בַעַל מוּסָר you are, after all, a ,יִּ
who lives by and preaches the teachings of מוּסָר).” He then 
announced, “The question put forth has refuted my premise. I have 
nothing more to say.” With those words, he closed the volume before 
him and descended the pulpit.

While R' שְרָאֵל  s antagonists smiled with satisfaction, his’יִּ
disciples approached him to ask what he had meant by those words 
which he had whispered.

“You see,” R' שְרָאֵל  explained, “I actually had three possible יִּ
ways by which to answer his question. Had I chosen any of these 
three responses, I highly doubt whether he would have had anything 
more to say. But in truth, I know that none of these three approaches 
is correct, for each can be refuted, though with great difficulty. For a 
moment, I considered using one of these responses, for if I were to 
admit defeat, this might do damage to my cause of spreading the 
idea of מוּסָר study.

“However, I then reflected, ‘R' שְרָאֵל  you are, after all, a ,יִּ
 stress the quality of truth and disparage מוּסָר Does not .בַעַל מוּסָר
those who stray after falsehood? How can you in good conscience 
suggest an answer which in your heart you know to be false?!’

“That is why I descended the podium without responding.”

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

In the Way of Moshe

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
סַח -  ת פֶּ הִלְכ�וֹ
דִיקַת חָמֵץ בְּ

Halacha 
Corner

 סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד - חלק ב׳  פרק י״ז ה׳ 
*Last week we mentioned a ּבֵי אֵלִיָּהו א דְּ נָּ ק כ״ג) תָּ רֶּ אֵל that the (פֶּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  בְּ
gathered together and made a community רִית  promissory) בְּ
agreement) to performing acts of דִים מִילוּת חֲסָּ  with one another. This ,גְּ
resulted in the ה אֻלָּ רַיִם from גְּ  Ed. Note: This may possibly be] .מִצְּ
another answer to the question of why we begin the ר א  with סֵדֶּ מָּ א לַחְּ הָּ
יֵכוֹל... פִין ײֵתֵי וְּ ל דִכְּ יָּא...כָּ  this is the bread of affliction...all those who ,עַנְּ
are poor, come and eat...We are reenacting the נָּה ד of תַקָּ סֶּ  which we חֶּ
did with one another, which led to  the ה אֻלָּ  .[גְּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ  .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ
The פֵץ חַיִים א explains from the חָּ תָּ סִיקְּ שַלַח[ פְּ קוּט בְּ יַלְּ א בְּ  reciprocated and ד׳ that ]הוּבָּ
answered them because of their ד סֶּ תָּ  ,as it says חֶּ אָלְּ ךָ עַם זוּ גָּ דְּ חַסְּ חִיתָּ בְּ  In your kindness ,נָּ
You guided this people that you redeemed…א תָּ סִיקְּ ד explains: this refers to the פְּ סֶּ נֵי  of חֶּ בְּ
אֵל רָּ ד s’ד׳ which led to יִשְּ סֶּ ה and the חֶּ אֻלָּ  .גְּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment Questions    week רש"י
1. What was the reward that אַהֲרֹן received for remaining silent 

after the sudden death of two of his sons?
2. What is the name of the bird that shares its food only with its 

friends?

ָׁה taught the הקב״ה.1 ִּדֹּם) אַהֲרֹן and only to ,אַהֲרֹן directly to שְתוּיֵי יָׁיִן of פַרְש  ד״ה וַי
— 10:4).

2.The ָׁה  .bird shares its food ONLY with its friends, NOT with any other birds חֲסִיד
It is rendered unkosher since its kindness is exclusive [Ruzhiner Rebbe] ( ד״ה
ִּידָה .(11:19 — הַחֲס

1. What was the reward that אַהֲרֹן received for remaining silent 
after the sudden death of two of his sons?

2. What is the name of the bird that shares its food only with its 
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ָׁה taught the הקב״ה.1 ִּדֹּם) אַהֲרֹן and only to ,אַהֲרֹן directly to שְתוּיֵי יָׁיִן of פַרְש  ד״ה וַי
— 10:4).
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It is rendered unkosher since its kindness is exclusive [Ruzhiner Rebbe] ( ד״ה
ִּידָה .(11:19 — הַחֲס
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Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ
A לְמִיד ״ל ,of R' Elya Svei תַּ צַּ  had a child after 7 years of marriage. His ,זַּ

wife gave birth to a little boy who was born prematurely and weighed just close 
to 3 pounds. The baby was placed in the High Risk Unit of the Hodges Hospital 
in Milwaukee.

After 2½ months, the family was told that their son was well enough 
to be taken home. The לְמִיד  wanted to buy the nurses a gift. Unsure of what תַּ
would be appropriate, he called his ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה, R' Elya Svei, for advice. He was 
taken aback when the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה said, "Don't buy a gift! Of course you should 
show your appreciation. My advice is: Every year on your son’s birthday, bring 
him back to visit the unit!”

That is exactly what the family did for the first six years. Over the next 
few years there was always another reason for not going back. However, the 
year of their son's ר מִצְוָה ר מִצְוָה he came with a ,בַּ  invitation and handed it to בַּ
the head nurse, along with a warm letter of gratitude. He thanked everyone 
profusely for what they had done years earlier and brought a special cake for 
the staff.

A few weeks later, the family received a beautiful letter from one of 
the nurses that read:

"My name is Jodi Campanella, and I am a nurse in the High Risk 
Nursery at Hodges Hospital where your son had an extended stay years ago… 
While at orientation, I heard all about your son and your wonderful family… A 
few weeks ago, I had the pleasure of meeting you when you brought an 
invitation to the ר מִצְוָה  .along with a letter that you had written about our staff בַּ
It touched my heart. You reminded me of why I became a nurse in the intensive 
care unit… Candy and flowers are a nice sentiment, but what you and your 
family do is something that helps us make it through the rough days. My most 
sincere thanks, Jodi C., RN."

My לְמִיד  one does not have to show gratitude with lavish gifts. A ,תַּ
sincere letter or a kind gesture is far more everlasting! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
רֶבִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: Yated Ne’eman (with kind permission)

An edited selection of חֹדֶש ת הַׁ שַׁ רָּ יוֹצְרוֹת לְפָּ
נִים י שָּ אשֵׁ ה רָּ עָּ  These are the four New Years in every Jewish calendar year … אַרְבָּ
[See the first מִשְנָּה in נָּה שָּ ן (1) :ראֹש הַׁ א׳   and (4) ,א׳ תִשְרֵי (3) ,א׳ אֶלוּל (2) ,א׳ נִיסָּ
ט אי) שְבַׁ מַׁ ט or (בֵית שַׁ ן .[(בֵית הִלֵל) ט״ו שְבַׁ  is considered the first month even נִיסָּ
though the calendar year starts in תִשְרֵי.
נָּה ה תְקוּפוֹת בַשָּ עָּ  ,These are the four seasons throughout the year: spring … אַרְבָּ
summer, autumn and winter. ן  is considered the first season, for it’s the נִיסָּ
month in which the 1st rays of the sun shone onto the world.
קִים כְבַמַחֲזֶה ה פְרָּ עָּ  These are the 4 times in the year that the world is … אַרְבָּ
judged [See 2nd מִשְנָּה in נָּה שָּ ח (1) :ראֹש הַׁ ראֹש  (3) ,(fruits) שְבוּעוֹת (2) ,(grain) פֶסַׁ
נָּה שָּ ן .[(water) סוּכּוֹת (4) ,(people) הַׁ .is the 1st judgment נִיסָּ
כִים אֲשַנְנָּה ה עֲרָּ עָּ ה This refers to the four … אַרְבָּ  passages that are read during תוֹרָּ
the weeks preceding ח לִים (1)  פֶסַׁ כוֹר (2) ,שְקָּ ה (3) ,זָּ רָּ חֹדֶש and (4) פָּ  Each one is .הַׁ
read to add another merit that will help bring  ַׁשִיח  .מָּ
ה כוֹסוֹת כְבַמַחֲזֶה עָּ רְעֹה appears four times in the dream of כּוֹס The word  … אַרְבָּ  s’פַׁ
wine chamberlain. This is a רֶמֶז to the four cups of poison that will be drunk by 
the enemies of אֵל שִיחַׁ  at the time of בְנֵי יִשְרָּ .מָּ
ה מַלְכֻיּוֹת נָּדוּש עָּ נִיאֵל … אַרְבָּ  prophesied that there would be four (פֶרֶק ז׳) דָּ
kingdoms [(1) בֶל י (2) ,בָּ דַׁ ס וּמָּ רַׁ ן (3) ,פָּ וָּ בְנֵי  and (4) Rome] that would rule over ,יָּ
אֵל שִיחַׁ  until the coming of יִשְרָּ .מָּ
שִים כְבַמַחֲזֶה רָּ ה חָּ עָּ רְיָּה In … אַרְבָּ בְנֵי  carpenters will come and redeem 4 ,(פֶרֶק ב׳) זְכַׁ
אֵל וִד from the 4 kingdoms that oppress them [(1) יִשְרָּ שִיחַׁ בֶן דָּ שִיחַׁ בֶן יוֹסֵף (2) ,מָּ  ,מָּ
ה נב:) כֹּהֵן צֶדֶק and (4) אֵלִיָּהוּ (3) .[(סוּכָּּ

UnderstandingDavening

The 10th year of our international הִלְכוֹת חַג בְחַג 
contest is underway. For the next few weeks, 
our contest learning will focus on your learning 
some of the practical הֲלָכוֹת of סַח .הִלְכוֹת פֶּ
1) Starting פוּרִים, begin learning at least two 

סַח in הֲלָכוֹת לְחָן עָרוּךְ from הִלְכוֹת פֶּ  קִצוּר שֻׁ
every day until סַח ב פֶּ רֶּ  The .(days 29) עֶּ
two practical סִימָנִים inְלְחָן עָרוּך  to קִצוּר שֻׁ
be completed twice (totaling 23 סְעִיפִים 
x2) chosen for the contest are:  סִימָן קי״ח 
( ר  י״א סְעִיפִים -הַכָנַת הַסֵדֶּ ) and סִימָן קי״ט (

ר  ר לֵיל סֵדֶּ י״ב סְעִיפִים -סֵדֶּ ). 
Those who IY”H finish all the סְעִיפִים (along 
with completing חָד תַרְגּוּם  per שְנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶּ
grade level) before סַח  can review what they פֶּ
learned in the remaining days of the contest. 
To join/participate, please send a signed 
weekly fax to 718 506 9633 – include  grade, 
name, school, city, state, contact # — or email: 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com.

The contestants as of press time are 
listed below:
Grade 1 – Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; 
Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ;
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana 
of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Kalman Singer; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Avraham 
Abramson, Sheftel Beren, Aaron Bernstein, 
Shmuel Blashka, Yisrael Matan Cline, Yaakov 
Danziger, Aharon Flax, Izzy Greenberg, 
Avraham Hakakian, Elisha Hirsch, Yaakov 
Karimov, Abraham Kassin, Hershel Meir Kopel, 
Yehoshua Lavi, Tuvia Shalom Schwarz, 
Menachem Sonnenblick, Yaakov Weiss, 
Yehoshua Alexander Zelikovich; Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim (TA); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman 
Hefter, Chaim Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali 
Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu 
Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, 

MD.
Grade 6 – Avrohom Goldman; Rambam Day 
School; Savannah, GA; Yoel Goldstein, Akiva 
Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, 
Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, 
Dovi Shulman, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Meshilem Zev Fisher; 

Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 7 –  Shalom Barth, Netanel Berkowitz, 
Betzalel Cohen, Nosson Tzvi Fogel, Daniel 
Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim 
Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, 
Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; 

Baltimore, MD; 
Grade 8 –   Dovi Nitekman, Zevi Weinberg; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Akiva 
Horan, Moshe Kraines, Yakir Lazar, Shmuel 
Morris, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Chaim 
Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonurst; 

Brooklyn, NY.

FocusonMiddos 10th Annual International 
Pirchei חג בחג Contest



The Ribnizer Rebbe was once 
arrested and grilled in a KGB court…

When the Germans captured Ribnitz 
during WWII, they fought with the 

local Russian partisans. One night…

The Rebbi undertook this perilous duty. He 
hitched his horse to a wagon and collected 
scraps of food until the wagon was full.

When the wagon was full, the Rabbi 
made the necessary arrangements.

The head judge waited until 
the prosecutor finished.

The Rebbe’s kindness and sensitivity saved 
many gentile lives; and ultimately his own.

If a person 
needs to eat, we 

must give him!

5658 (5662)-5756 1898 (1902)-1995 hra, s"f

…and for crime 21 the state 
requests a minimum of 20 

years in Siberia …and crime 22 
warrants execution…

Please take this 
wagon tonight through 
the forest path. Wait at 
the first fork for the 

signal…

After hearing all 
these violations, 
it is clear that 

the defendant is 
deserving of death 
not just once, but 
dozens of times. 

However…

…given that I personally 
witnessed that the defendant 

once risked his life for the 
regime, I hereby exonerate 
him of all charges. Let me 

explain…

Rabbi, No one is willing to brave 
the Nazi infested streets to collect food 

for our men in the forest. They are starving 
to death…we desperately need food for 

them!

יל ים זַנְװִּ ה born to ,זַצַ״ל Abramowitz ר׳ חַיִּ יכָה in Botosani, Romania. He received יוּטָא צְפּוֹרָה and ר׳ מֺשֶׁ  סְמִּ
from יְהוּדָה לײֵבּ ר׳  Tsirelson. In his youth he was a יד ל זַצַ״ל ר׳ of חָסִּ יְהוּדָה אַרְיֵה לײֵבּוּש פְרַנְקֶׁ  of Botosani 
and ּתְיָהו ״י with שַ״ס Friedman of Stefanesht. At the age of 18 he knew all of ר׳ אַבְרָהָם מַתִּ  s'רַשִּ

commentary. After his marriage to his first wife, שָרָה, he lived in several cities in Bessarabia. After 
WWII, he began serving as a rebbe in Rybnista. He used to טוֹבֵל in icy water, fasted a lot, would remain 

wrapped in a ית ין and טַלִּ לִּ קוּן חַצוֹת until night and said תְפִּ  שוֹחֵט and מוֹהֵל for long hours. He was a תִּ
despite the ban by the authorities. On ט׳ בְּאָב he would wrap himself in a sackcloth and tear יעָה  with קְרִּ

a בְּרָכָה. He immigrated to Israel and lived in Kiryat Bobov (בַּת יָם), later in בְּנֵי בְּרַק and then in יְרוּשָלַיִּם. In 
1934 he emigrated to the US where he lived in Miami, Brooklyn, and finally Monsey, NY. יל ים זַנְװִּ  was ר׳ חַיִּ

a legend in his lifetime. He was renowned for his unusually high level of קְדֻשָה, his unwavering and 
fearless עֲבוֹדַת ד׳, and will always be remembered for the many incredible יְשוּעוֹת he brought about. 

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

װֵי זַצַ״ל מוּאֵל לײֵבּ was born to ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ שְׁ הָק a) ר׳ שְׁ מִיד מֻבְׁ  of תַלְׁ
כָה and (ר׳ בָּרוּךְ בּעֶר לִיבּוֹבִיץ זַצַ״ל  in Slabodka, Lithuania. He מַלְׁ
studied at the Slabodka מוּד תוֹרָה  until his family escaped תַלְׁ

to the U.S. just prior to WWII. There he first learned in דַעַת שִיבָה תוֹרָה וְׁ  .יְׁ
Later on, he became a הָק מִיד מֻבְׁ  He then learned .זַצַ״ל Kotler ר׳ אַהֲרֹן of תַלְׁ
in רָאֵל רוּתָא and was a אֶרֶץ יִשְׁ  He returned to .זַצַ״ל Partzovitz ר׳ נָחוּם of חַבְׁ
the U.S. where he married בוֹרָה רָהָם the daughter of ,דְׁ  ,Kalmanowitz ר׳ אַבְׁ
שִיבַת מִיר שִיבָה In the 1950s, he became .ראֹש יְׁ שִיבַת of ראֹש יְׁ  Philadelphia, a יְׁ
position he held for 52 years. His אַת שָמַיִם מָדָה ,יִרְׁ  were שִעוּרִים and הַתְׁ
legendary. As a leader of the דוֹלֵי הַתוֹרָה  he successfully fought ,מוֹעֶצֶת גְׁ
many battles to protect ּמַסוֹרֶת אֲבוֹתֵינו.

ר״ח ניסן   
5684 – 5769 
1924 – 2009 

R' Elya Svei זַצַ״ל was the תּוֹרָה leader and  ׁראֹש
 world in the U.S.A. for תּוֹרָה of the הַמְדַבְרִים
decades. When referring to R' Elya,  ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר
 would say, “America מְנַחֵם מַן שַׁ״ךְ זַצַ״ל
rests on his shoulders.” Every moment 
was precious to R' Elya. Yet when it came 
to helping a fellow Jew, he gave of his 
time. He paid a personal visit to a doctor 
on behalf of a Yid with a serious medical 
issue. R' Elya explained that he had to see the 
expression on the doctor’s face before he could offer 
advice to the patient! 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

י   ינִּ מִּ י בַיוֹם הַשְּׁ הִּ רָא ט:א(… וַיִּ קְּׁ )וַיִּ  
 “And it was on the eighth day…”

When the כָן שְּׁ ה ,was finally erected מִּ רָאֵל said to מֺשֶׁ שְּׁ לַל יִּ  ,כְּׁ
“ ם כֶׁ בַבְּׁ לְּׁ ירוּ מִּ עֱבִּ ר הָרָע הֶׁ …אוֹתוֹ יֵצֶׁ  — Remove that ר הָרַע  from your יֵצֶׁ
hearts, and if you achieve this, the Divine glory will appear” (קוּט  It is .(יַלְּׁ
rather curious that just at the stage of כָן שְּׁ יַן הַמִּ נְּׁ ה ,בִּ  should מֺשֶׁ
admonish them about the evil inclination. Furthermore, what did he 
mean by ר הָרָע ?as if he had a particular pitfall in mind — אוֹתוֹ יֵצֶׁ
 The מָרָא רָכוֹת in גְּׁ ת בְּׁ כֶׁ  quotes a statement made by (סא.) מַסֶׁ
חֵי הַלֵב ,רַב תְּׁ פְּׁ נֵי מִּ יוֹשֵב בֵין שְּׁ בוּב וְּׁ זְּׁ ה לִּ ר הָרָע דּוֹמֶׁ ר הָרָע the — יֵצֶׁ  is יֵצֶׁ
compared to a fly that dwells between the two entrances to the heart. 
This means that, like the fly, the ר הָרָע  is always going from place to יֵצֶׁ
place looking for a weakness in our defenses. Initially, the ר הָרָע  יֵצֶׁ
attempts to prevent us from fulfilling our obligation of doing וֹת צְּׁ  by מִּ
suggesting excuses or placing obstacles in our path. If this tactic fails to 
deter us and we manage to shoo the fly away, it returns with a 
different idea. It tries to make us feel proud that we foiled the ר הָרָע  יֵצֶׁ
and fulfilled the וֹת צְּׁ  ,As the full measure of our achievement sinks in .מִּ
we may feel proud of our accomplishment.

These two tactics, before and after, represent the two 
pathways to the heart, where the ר הָרָע  as restless as a fly, lies in ,יֵצֶׁ
wait to trap us.

Perhaps this too is the meaning of the prayer  הָסֵר שָטָן וְּׁ
פָנֵינוּ וּמֵאַחֲרֵינוּ לְּׁ  .from before us and from behind us שָטָן Remove the — מִּ
We ask ד׳ to help us overcome the שָטָן not only when he confronts us 
before we do a וָה צְּׁ  but also after we have fought off his interference ,מִּ
— that we should not fall prey to feelings of pride.

It was this danger that concerned ה  most when he saw מֺשֶׁ
that the כָן שְּׁ רָאֵל .was finally set up in all its glory מִּ שְּׁ לַל יִּ  s combined’כְּׁ
efforts had succeeded in creating a home for the Divine presence, but 
therein lay a great danger and an opening for the ר הָרָע  It gave the .יֵצֶׁ
ר הָרָע רָאֵל the opportunity to make יֵצֶׁ שְּׁ לַל יִּ  feel conceited by what כְּׁ
they had achieved. They had succeeded in building a structure that 
would make it possible for the ינָה כִּ ים to dwell in the שְּׁ תוֹנִּ  down — תַחְּׁ
on earth among mortals. Were they not justified in feeling a little 
pride?

With this understanding, ה רָאֵל warned מֺשֶׁ שְּׁ לַל יִּ ר  ,כְּׁ אוֹתוֹ יֵצֶׁ
ם כֶׁ בַבְּׁ לְּׁ ירוּ מִּ עֱבִּ ר הָרָע this — הָרָע הֶׁ  must be removed from [of pride] יֵצֶׁ
your hearts. If the ינָה כִּ כָן is to rest in the שְּׁ שְּׁ ר הָרָע the ,מִּ  of pride יֵצֶׁ
must be removed. Our Sages say (ת סוֹטָה כֶׁ  ד׳ that vanity drives (מַסֶׁ
away. Therefore, ה רָאֵל told מֺשֶׁ שְּׁ לַל יִּ  that they must continue to feel כְּׁ
humble despite their wonderful achievement. Only then would they 
merit בוֹד ד׳ ם כְּׁ יֵרָא אֲלֵיכֶׁ .וְּׁ

Adapted from: Through the Prism of Torah (with kind permission from Feldheim)
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה:  שמיני      מפטיר: החדש )שמות יב:א-כ(     הפטרה: ...כל העם הארץ... )יחזקאל מה:טז-מו:יח(

מברכים ראש חודש ניסן )יום ג, מולד ליל שלישי]יום ב[ בשעה:  חלקים 7 + 22:57(

דף יומי: בבא מציעא ל״ח     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(

מצות עשה: 6   מצות לא תעשה: 11

משנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה
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