
חג כשר ושמח!

After WWII, the Klausenberger Rebbe, R’ Yekusiel Yehudah 
Halberstam ZT”L, moved to Williamsburg, NY. He rebuilt 
his Chassidus from the ashes and led his Chassidim by 

delivering the derech of his great ancestors.

The Rebbe called the owners of the 
bakery and negotiated with them to 
reopen the bakery on erev pesach.

The Rebbe was b’simcha and his chassidim 
baking that erev pesach was something 

they would always remember.

The Rebbe was b’simcha but exhausted. As he was 
walking home with a small entourage of Chassidim, 

he passed the Yeshiva.

The Rebbe’s love for Torah and his sensitivity 
towards others are just some of the eternal 

messages we must apply to our daily lives.

B’tzeis yisroel 
mimitzrayim....

This year will be the first time in so many 
years that will be able to do as our forefathers 
did and follow the opinion of Rashi to only use 

erev pesach matzos at the seder!

And if I do? Is 
baking matzos more 

important than feeding 
a Ben Torah?...And if you 

feel that this task is 
inappropriate for me, 

why don’t you give me a 
hand?

Rabbosai, it’s 
erev pesach and it’s our 

minhag to eat erev pesach 
matzos baked after 

chatzos!

Hoidu 
LaShem, we were 
successful. Let’s 

go now.

B”H! What 
a special 

zechus we’ve 
been given 
in this new 
country!

This is not 
enough! I must 

prepare more for the 
bochurim! Where is an 

apron?

Should the Rebbe 
become a cook?...

Oh! I must check the food 
the bochurim are being served 

for Yom Tov!

ט‘ תמוז   1994 - 1905   5754 - 5665

Rebbe, we are 
ready to go, but the 

matzah bakery in Williamsburg 
is closed. How are we going 

to do it?

With the help of 
Hashem!

???

The Klausenberger Rebbe, ר׳ יְקוּתִיאֵל יְהוּדָה Halberstam זַצַ״ל, a great-grandson of the דִבְרֵי חַיִים of Sanz, 
was born in Rudnik, Poland, to ׁר׳ צְבִי הִירש and חַיָה מִנְדל. Orphaned of his father at the age of 13, he 
married a cousin, סְיָה טײַטלבּוֹים  in קְהִלָה of the Chassidishe רָב in 1921. In 1925, he was appointed as the ,פֶּ
Klausenberg, where he also served as the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה. The rebbe lost his wife סְיָה  and their 11 children פֶּ
during/soon after WWII. ר׳ יְקוּתִיאֵל יְהוּדָה pledged to himself that if he survived the war, he would open 
a hospital, which he eventually did. ר׳ יְקוּתִיאֵל יְהוּדָה came to the United States in 1946, and lived in 
Williamsburg. He married his 2nd wife, חָמָה  Ungar, in 1947. In 1958, the Rebbe established the Kiryat חַיָה נֶּ
Sanz neighborhood in נְתַנְיָה, Israel. The Rebbe emigrated to ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶּ  in 1960 and founded Laniado אֶּ
Hospital in נְתַנְיָה in 1975, after 15 years of fund-raising. In 1982, he founded מִפְעַל הַשַׁ״ס. During his last 
15 years, the Rebbe founded כּוֹלְלֵי שַׁ״ס in ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶּ  was אַהַבַת יִשְׁרָאֵל and in the United States. His אֶּ

legendary. A prolific מְחַבֵּר, he wrote the multi-volume פַע חַיִים  .סְפָרִים and many other הַלִיכוֹת חַיִים ,שֶּׁ

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

רוּךְ חַיִים was born to ר׳ יוֹסֵף צְבִי הַלֵוִי  and Selma Dunner ר׳ בָּ
in Cologne, Germany. He was a ק  ר׳ יְחִיאֵל יַעֲקֹב of תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ
Weinberg (ׁשְרִידֵי אֵש) who gave him ה  In 1936, he was .סְמִיכָּ

appointed Chief Rabbi of East Prussia, serving in its capital, Königsberg. In 
1937, he married א  the daughter of R' Zev Freyhan (a founding member ,יִטָּ
of אֵל  בֵית יַעֲקֹב Together with R' Schonfeld, he set up the first .(אֲגדַֻת יִשְרָּ
Seminary in Stamford Hill in 1947, which he headed until the mid 1990s. As 
 of the Union of Orthodox Hebrew Congregations in London ראֹשׁ אַב בֵית דִין
(1960 2007), he took a leading role in revamping כַשְׁרוּת in the UK. He also 
served as ב אֵל of the רָּ שִיא and was the ,קְהַל עַדַת יִשְרָּ אֵל of נָּ  אֲגדַֻת יִשְרָּ
(Europe).

י״ד ניסן   
5673 – 5767 
1913 – 2007 

To appreciate how much R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner 
 was revered and honored by the זַצַ״ל
greatest דוֹלִים  of his time, one just needs גְּ
to imagine the charged atmosphere at 
the 6th ה דוֹלָּ נֵסִיָּה גְּ לַיִם in כְּ רוּשָּ  .in 1980 יְּ
More than 10,000 attendees from all 
over the globe included representatives 
and the leading דוֹלִים  'of each country. R גְּ
Shach זַצַ״ל chose R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner to 
open the proceedings and recite הִלִים  in תְּ
memory and tribute of the six million דֹשִים  that קְּ
perished in World War II.

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

לִיָה הַנָבִיא    ת אֵּ חַ לָכֶם אֵּ ב בָנִים עַל … הִנֵּה אָנֺכִי שֺלֵּ ב אָבוֹת עַל בָנִים וְלֵּ שִיב לֵּ וְהֵּ
כד(-)מַלְאָכִי ג:כג… אֲבוֹתָם    

Behold, I send you לִיָה  the prophet … And he will turn back אֵּ
[to G d] the hearts of fathers with [their] sons and the hearts of sons 
with their fathers … 

The above פְסוּקִים are found in the last chapter of מַלְאָכִי (and 
also the last chapter in נְבִיאִים). They are part of the הַפְטָרָה on  שַבָת
and convey the well ,הַגָדוֹל known prophecy that לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא  will be אֵּ
sent before the arrival of  ַמָשִיח. We especially recognize the need for 
ית הַמִקְדָש in the קָרְבַן פֶסַח to bring the זוֹכֶה so that we can be מָשִיחַ  .בֵּ

Rav Pam זַצַ״ל is bothered by an apparent contradiction 
between this פָסוּק and the זְמִירוֹת sung every י שַבָת לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא  :מוֹצָאֵּ אֵּ
רָה יָבאֺ ..., עִם מָשִיחַ בֶן דָוִד לִיָהוּ — … בִמְהֵּ  the Prophet, … may he come אֵּ
quickly ... with  ַמָשִיח, son of דָוִד. In this זֶמֶר we mention that ּלִיָהו  will אֵּ
arrive together with  ַמָשִיח; but doesn’t the פָסוּק from the נָבִיא מַלְאָכִי 
clearly state that ּלִיָהו ?מָשִיחַ  will come before אֵּ

The (ראֺש הַשָנָה יא:) גְמָרָא brings two opinions about which 
month  ַמָשִיח will come. ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר is of the opinion that the גְאֻלָה, 
redemption, will happen in the month of י  says the ר׳ יְהוֹשֻעַ  while ,תִשְרֵּ
 However, both opinions .נִיסָן will take place in the month of גְאֻלָה
contradict the רוּבִין מג.) גְמָרָא  ,which teaches us that if a person says ,(עֵּ
“I want to be a נָזִיר starting from the day that  ַמָשִיח arrives,” he must 
keep the הֲלָכוֹת of a נָזִיר on every weekday. The גְמָרָא explains that 
 can arrive on any מָשִיחַ  but ,יוֹם טוֹב or שַבָת will not arrive on מָשִיחַ 
other day in any month of the year. This seems like a contradiction to 
both ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר and  ַר׳ יְהוֹשֻע that  ַמָשִיח will only come in י .נִיסָן and תִשְרֵּ

To resolve this contradiction, the י אֶבֶן  ראֺש הַשָנָה in טוּרֵּ
explains that (סַנְהֶדְרִין צח.) חֲזַ״ל mention two possible paths that the 
future גְאֻלָה will take. יְשַעְיָהוּ הַנָבִיא prophesied about the final גְאֻלָה 
saying: (ס:כב) אֲנִי ה׳ בְעִתָהּ אֲחִישֶנָה — I am ד׳, in its time I shall hasten it. 
How is it possible that the גְאֻלָה will take place ּבְעִתָה, in its appointed 
time, and also אֲחִישֶנָה, being sped up? The answer is that if ל  כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
do תְשוּבָה and are worthy, then ד׳ will hasten the arrival of the גְאֻלָה [
 will arrive only at the מָשִיחַ  If they are not worthy, then .[אֲחִישֶנָה
appointed time for the [בְעִתָהּ] גְאֻלָה. Even if ל  is found כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
undeserving, there still is a specific date and month by which  ַמָשִיח will 
arrive. According to ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר, this month is י  ,ר׳ יְהוֹשֻעַ  according to ;תִשְרֵּ
the month is נִיסָן.

Rav Pam suggests that the פָסוּק that describes ּלִיָהו  s arrival’אֵּ
before the coming of  ַמָשִיח refers to ּה עִתָּ  the last possible date of the ,בְּ
לִיָהוּ .גְאֻלָה ל to prepare מָשִיחַ  will need to arrive earlier than אֵּ  כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
and bring them to full תְשוּבָה — to turn the hearts of fathers to ד׳, with 
their sons. However, if ל  hastens the ד׳ earlier and תְשוּבָה does כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
לִיָהוּ there will be no need for ,גְאֻלָה ל to prepare אֵּ  and bring כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
them to full לִיָהוּ  .תְשוּבָה  together with ,עִם מָשִיחַ בֶן דָוִד will then arrive אֵּ
נָּה referred to as גְאֻלָה this is the — מָשִיחַ   .אֲחִישֶׁ

This גָלוּת has been so long and the months of נִיסָן and י   תִשְרֵּ  
fall into the category of both ּבְעִתָה and אֲחִישֶנָה. We all daven and hope 
to ד׳ that we will still be זוֹכֶה to bring the קָרְבַן פֶסַח in the  ית הַמִקְדָש  בֵּ
this year, whether it is ּבְעִתָה or אֲחִישֶנָה! 

Adapted from: The Rav Pam Haggadah & Shir Hashirim (with kind permission from Feldheim)
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 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

וְעֵץ אֶרֶז וּשְנִי תוֹלַעַת וְאֵזֺב )וַיִקְרָא יד:ד(…   
… a piece of cedar wood, and thread of scarlet [wool] and [a bunch of] 
hyssop

 s’מְצוֹרָע explains that cedar wood was required for the רַשִ״י
purification, alluding to the fact that afflictions of צָרַעַת come because 
of haughtiness. His כַפָרָה entailed using שְנִי תוֹלַעַת — crimson wool and 
 that his מְצוֹרָע hyssop, for they served as reminders to the — אֵזֺב
remedy lay in lowering himself like a worm (תוֹלַעַת means both dyed 
wool, as in our פָסוּק, and worm) and like hyssop — a low growing 
shrub.

Throughout the generations, גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל have always 
possessed the trait of humility, devising various strategies with which 
to protect themselves against succumbing to the מִדָה of haughtiness. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
Reb Zusia was extremely poor and had no steady means 

with which to earn a livelihood. When his daughter came of age, he 
lacked the necessary funds to marry her off. His family urged him to 
make an effort to secure the money needed for her dowry, but Reb 
Zusia placed his trust in הקב״ה and did not worry about it at all.

One day, Reb Zusia went to see his רֶבִי, the Maggid of 
Mezerich. “I know that you lack the money to marry off your 
daughter,” the Maggid said. “Here are 500 rubles; may Heaven help 
you find a suitable חָתָן.” On his way home, Reb Zusia stopped at an 
inn where a small wedding was just getting underway. Suddenly he 
heard sounds of commotion and bitter weeping.

Reb Zusia asked the innkeeper, “What happened?”
The man replied, “An orphaned girl was about to be 

married, but, just now, prior to the חוּפָה, her mother discovered that 
she had misplaced the dowry money — the 500 rubles that she 
collected with so much effort was gone. The חָתָן, who is also an 
impoverished orphan, let them know that if he did not immediately 
receive the full amount of the dowry originally promised, then he 
could not go through with the marriage.”

Reb Zusia made his way into the large room where the 
people had gathered and announced, “רַבוֹתַי, I have found the 
money.” Immediately the tumult turned from one of great sorrow to 
one of pure joy. The crowd was relieved and ecstatic that these two 
orphaned children’s wedding would proceed on time after all!

Reb Zusia, however, informed everyone that he would like 
50 rubles as compensation for his efforts in finding the missing 
money. Shocked by his request, a few people tried to convince him to 
show some level of compassion for the poor כַלָה. However, R’ Zusia 
could not be persuaded.

It was not long before the commotion grew heated. “Are 
you not ashamed?” they yelled at him. “Is there no mercy in your 
heart for a poor, orphaned כַלָה?” But Reb Zusia stood firm in his 
bizarre request — 50 rubles for the money’s return.

The people finally took Reb Zusia by force to the רָב of the 
town, who carefully listened to the unusual case. He ruled that the 
entire sum be returned at once, without a cent going to Reb Zusia. 
Reb Zusia handed over the money and was expelled from town in 
utter disgrace.

Several days later, word of the incident reached the ears of 
the Maggid. He summoned Reb Zusia and asked him, “Why did you 
act in such a manner? Could it be true — you had no mercy towards a 
poor and orphaned כַלָה?”

“When I saw the orphaned כַלָה’s misery,” replied Reb Zusia, 
“I took pity on her situation and immediately decided to give her the 
entire sum of money. However, when I entered my room to get the 
money, the יֵצֶר הָרַע began to put various ideas into my head: ‘Zusia,’ 
he said, ‘you are as great as ּאַבְרָהָם אָבִינו,’ and other such thoughts.

“Do you want me to succumb to haughtiness?’ I asked my 
 !does not need you to get involved מִצְוָה I’ll show you! This‘ .יֵצֶר הָרַע
You will yet see how they will take the money from me and banish me 
from the town in disgrace.’ And that is just what happened.”

Adapted from: A Shabbos Vort (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

The Missing Dowry
10th Annual International 
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FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

R' Pinchos Dunner לִיטָ״א  שַּ
relates an inspirational episode that 
happened with his zeide, R' Yosef Tzvi 
Dunner ״ל צַּ  in Germany on the fateful ,זַּ
night of November 9th, 1938. That 
horrific night became known as 
Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) in 
the annals of World history:  

R' Yosef Tzvi was arrested as 
part of the Kristallnacht pogrom. 
However, The Nazi authorities ימ״ש were 
prevented from moving him to the 
Dachau concentration camp as that 
entailed a land journey through Poland, 
which miraculously “refused” to allow 
access to its territory for the transport of 
political prisoners. His wife then 
contacted R' Solomon Schonfeld in 
London, who obtained a precious rabbi's 

visa for R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner and his 
young family.

R' Pinchos once asked his zeide 
to describe the Kristallnacht experience 
to him. What was zeide thinking as he 
went through it? He had committed no 
crime, and yet his freedom was being 
taken away, and his life was in grave 
danger.

Zeide pondered over the 
questions for a moment, and then 
looked at his grandson. “I felt very 
lucky,” he said.

His zeide must have seen the 
surprise on his einikel’s face, so he 
explained what he meant.

“You see, when they eventually 
put me in a cell, I knew it was going to be 
with somebody else. That person could 
have been anybody. For example, it 

might easily have been an anti Semitic 
criminal who could have hurt me, or 
even killed me. But I was lucky. My 
cellmate turned out to be my dear 
friend, Martin Miloslawer, the cantor 
from the big synagogue. He knew all the 
prayers by heart, and I knew מִשְנָיוֹת by 
heart, so we prayed together, and we 
studied together – and I really felt very 
lucky.”

My לְמִיד  בִטָחוֹן it takes great ,תַּ
and יִם  s hand when’ד׳ to see יִרְאַת שָמַּ
one was is saved from a danger. Imagine 
the בִטָחוֹן and יִם  s’ד׳ to feel יִרְאַת שָמַּ
hand while still in mortal danger? This 
episode is a glimpse of the greatness of 
R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner ״ל צַּ !זַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
רֶבִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

This is the final week of the 10th international 
 contest. Our contest learning will הִלְכוֹת חַג בְחַג
focus on your learning some of the practical 
סַח of הֲלָכוֹת .הִלְכוֹת פֶּ
1) Starting פוּרִים, begin learning at least two 

סַח in הֲלָכוֹת לְחָן עָרוּךְ from הִלְכוֹת פֶּ  קִצוּר שֻׁ
every day until סַח ב פֶּ רֶּ  The .(days 29) עֶּ
two practical סִימָנִים inְלְחָן עָרוּך  to קִצוּר שֻׁ
be completed twice (totaling 23 סְעִיפִים 
x2) chosen for the contest are:  סִימָן קי״ח 
( ר  י״א סְעִיפִים -הַכָנַת  הַסֵדֶּ )  and  סִימָן  קי״ט 
( ר  ר לֵיל סֵדֶּ י״ב סְעִיפִים -סֵדֶּ ). 

Those who IY”H finish all the סְעִיפִים (along 
with completing חָד תַרְגּוּם  per שְנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶּ
grade level) before סַח  can review what they פֶּ
learned in the remaining days of the contest. 
To join/participate, please send a signed 
weekly fax to 718 506 9633 – include  grade, 
name, school, city, state, contact # — or email: 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com.

The contestants as of press time are 
listed below (winners to be announced after יום טוב):
Grade 1 – Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; 
Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ;
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana 
of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Kalman Singer; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Avraham 
Abramson, Sheftel Beren, Aaron Bernstein, 
Shmuel Blashka, Yisrael Matan Cline, Yaakov 
Danziger, Aharon Flax, Izzy Greenberg, 
Avraham Hakakian, Elisha Hirsch, Yaakov 
Karimov, Abraham Kassin, Hershel Meir Kopel, 
Yehoshua Lavi, Tuvia Shalom Schwarz, 
Menachem Sonnenblick, Yaakov Weiss, 
Yehoshua Alexander Zelikovich; Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim (TA); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman 
Hefter, Chaim Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali 
Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu 
Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, 

MD.
Grade 6 – Avrohom Goldman; Rambam Day 
School; Savannah, GA; Yoel Goldstein, Akiva 
Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, 
Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, 
Dovi Shulman, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Meshilem Zev Fisher; 

Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 7 –  Shalom Barth, Netanel Berkowitz, 
Betzalel Cohen, Nosson Tzvi Fogel, Daniel 
Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim 
Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, 
Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; 

Baltimore, MD; 
Grade 8 –   Dovi Nitekman, Zevi Weinberg; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Akiva 
Horan, Moshe Kraines, Yakir Lazar, Shmuel 
Morris, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Chaim 
Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonurst; 

Brooklyn, NY.

• The סֵדֶר table should be set with the best dishes, 
during the day, so that the סֵדֶר can begin on time. 

• There are authorities that are of the opinion that only 
one סֵדֶר plate should be set, before the leader of the 
.others disagree ;סֵדֶר

• Each סֵדֶר participant’s cup should be poured by 
someone else to symbolize the majesty of the evening.

• It is preferable to drink the entire cup of wine for each 
רוֹב  The minimum amount that one must drink is a .כּוֹס
.רְבִיעִית

• A קָטָן, child under ר מִצְוָה  does not need to drink a ,בַּ
full רְבִיעִית; it is fine if he drinks a volume of wine that 
would fill his mouth. 

• It is most important for a child to ask the questions 
about the reasons for the צָה  ,the dippings ,מָרוֹר ,מַּ
סֵבָה  and to understand the answers. [Ed. Note for הַּ
לְמִידִים  Think of one question that is not on any of :תַּ
your sheets.]

• Once one recites the בְרָכָה over the צָה  one may not ,מַּ
speak about matters which have no relevance to the 
meal until AFTER one finishes eating the ְכּוֹרֵך 
sandwich.

סַח  ת סֵדֶר לֵיל פֶּ מָא: הִלְכ�וֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ

Halacha Corner

Questions    week רש"י
1. When was it that the נַעֲנִים  hid their wealth in the walls of כְּ

their homes?
2. Which לִי  in fact concerned about by requiring תּוֹרָה is the כֵּ

the removal of all לִים א BEFORE the house is declared כֵּ ?טָמֵּ

1.The ְּנַעֲנִים  hid their wealth in the walls of their homes during the 40 years that כ
ֵּל ְּרָא ֵּי יִש ְּנ ְּבָר were in the ב ֵּל In the event that .מִד ְּרָא ֵּי יִש ְּנ  ,would capture the land ב
they did not want ֵּל ְּרָא ֵּי יִש ְּנ ִּי) to benefit from the spoils ב .(14:34 — ד״ה וְנָתַת

2.The ְּלִי חֶרֶס ֵּלִים earthenware. All the other ,כ  by immersing טָהוֹר can be made כ
them in a ְּוָה ִּטְמָא) מִק .(14:36 — ד״ה וְלאֺ י
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 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

וְעֵץ אֶרֶז וּשְנִי תוֹלַעַת וְאֵזֺב )וַיִקְרָא יד:ד(…   
… a piece of cedar wood, and thread of scarlet [wool] and [a bunch of] 
hyssop

 s’מְצוֹרָע explains that cedar wood was required for the רַשִ״י
purification, alluding to the fact that afflictions of צָרַעַת come because 
of haughtiness. His כַפָרָה entailed using שְנִי תוֹלַעַת — crimson wool and 
 that his מְצוֹרָע hyssop, for they served as reminders to the — אֵזֺב
remedy lay in lowering himself like a worm (תוֹלַעַת means both dyed 
wool, as in our פָסוּק, and worm) and like hyssop — a low growing 
shrub.

Throughout the generations, גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל have always 
possessed the trait of humility, devising various strategies with which 
to protect themselves against succumbing to the מִדָה of haughtiness. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
Reb Zusia was extremely poor and had no steady means 

with which to earn a livelihood. When his daughter came of age, he 
lacked the necessary funds to marry her off. His family urged him to 
make an effort to secure the money needed for her dowry, but Reb 
Zusia placed his trust in הקב״ה and did not worry about it at all.

One day, Reb Zusia went to see his רֶבִי, the Maggid of 
Mezerich. “I know that you lack the money to marry off your 
daughter,” the Maggid said. “Here are 500 rubles; may Heaven help 
you find a suitable חָתָן.” On his way home, Reb Zusia stopped at an 
inn where a small wedding was just getting underway. Suddenly he 
heard sounds of commotion and bitter weeping.

Reb Zusia asked the innkeeper, “What happened?”
The man replied, “An orphaned girl was about to be 

married, but, just now, prior to the חוּפָה, her mother discovered that 
she had misplaced the dowry money — the 500 rubles that she 
collected with so much effort was gone. The חָתָן, who is also an 
impoverished orphan, let them know that if he did not immediately 
receive the full amount of the dowry originally promised, then he 
could not go through with the marriage.”

Reb Zusia made his way into the large room where the 
people had gathered and announced, “רַבוֹתַי, I have found the 
money.” Immediately the tumult turned from one of great sorrow to 
one of pure joy. The crowd was relieved and ecstatic that these two 
orphaned children’s wedding would proceed on time after all!

Reb Zusia, however, informed everyone that he would like 
50 rubles as compensation for his efforts in finding the missing 
money. Shocked by his request, a few people tried to convince him to 
show some level of compassion for the poor כַלָה. However, R’ Zusia 
could not be persuaded.

It was not long before the commotion grew heated. “Are 
you not ashamed?” they yelled at him. “Is there no mercy in your 
heart for a poor, orphaned כַלָה?” But Reb Zusia stood firm in his 
bizarre request — 50 rubles for the money’s return.

The people finally took Reb Zusia by force to the רָב of the 
town, who carefully listened to the unusual case. He ruled that the 
entire sum be returned at once, without a cent going to Reb Zusia. 
Reb Zusia handed over the money and was expelled from town in 
utter disgrace.

Several days later, word of the incident reached the ears of 
the Maggid. He summoned Reb Zusia and asked him, “Why did you 
act in such a manner? Could it be true — you had no mercy towards a 
poor and orphaned כַלָה?”

“When I saw the orphaned כַלָה’s misery,” replied Reb Zusia, 
“I took pity on her situation and immediately decided to give her the 
entire sum of money. However, when I entered my room to get the 
money, the יֵצֶר הָרַע began to put various ideas into my head: ‘Zusia,’ 
he said, ‘you are as great as ּאַבְרָהָם אָבִינו,’ and other such thoughts.

“Do you want me to succumb to haughtiness?’ I asked my 
 !does not need you to get involved מִצְוָה I’ll show you! This‘ .יֵצֶר הָרַע
You will yet see how they will take the money from me and banish me 
from the town in disgrace.’ And that is just what happened.”

Adapted from: A Shabbos Vort (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

The Missing Dowry
10th Annual International 

Pirchei חג בחג Contest

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

R' Pinchos Dunner לִיטָ״א  שַּ
relates an inspirational episode that 
happened with his zeide, R' Yosef Tzvi 
Dunner ״ל צַּ  in Germany on the fateful ,זַּ
night of November 9th, 1938. That 
horrific night became known as 
Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) in 
the annals of World history:  

R' Yosef Tzvi was arrested as 
part of the Kristallnacht pogrom. 
However, The Nazi authorities ימ״ש were 
prevented from moving him to the 
Dachau concentration camp as that 
entailed a land journey through Poland, 
which miraculously “refused” to allow 
access to its territory for the transport of 
political prisoners. His wife then 
contacted R' Solomon Schonfeld in 
London, who obtained a precious rabbi's 

visa for R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner and his 
young family.

R' Pinchos once asked his zeide 
to describe the Kristallnacht experience 
to him. What was zeide thinking as he 
went through it? He had committed no 
crime, and yet his freedom was being 
taken away, and his life was in grave 
danger.

Zeide pondered over the 
questions for a moment, and then 
looked at his grandson. “I felt very 
lucky,” he said.

His zeide must have seen the 
surprise on his einikel’s face, so he 
explained what he meant.

“You see, when they eventually 
put me in a cell, I knew it was going to be 
with somebody else. That person could 
have been anybody. For example, it 

might easily have been an anti Semitic 
criminal who could have hurt me, or 
even killed me. But I was lucky. My 
cellmate turned out to be my dear 
friend, Martin Miloslawer, the cantor 
from the big synagogue. He knew all the 
prayers by heart, and I knew מִשְנָיוֹת by 
heart, so we prayed together, and we 
studied together – and I really felt very 
lucky.”

My לְמִיד  בִטָחוֹן it takes great ,תַּ
and יִם  s hand when’ד׳ to see יִרְאַת שָמַּ
one was is saved from a danger. Imagine 
the בִטָחוֹן and יִם  s’ד׳ to feel יִרְאַת שָמַּ
hand while still in mortal danger? This 
episode is a glimpse of the greatness of 
R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner ״ל צַּ !זַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
רֶבִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

This is the final week of the 10th international 
 contest. Our contest learning will הִלְכוֹת חַג בְחַג
focus on your learning some of the practical 
סַח of הֲלָכוֹת .הִלְכוֹת פֶּ
1) Starting פוּרִים, begin learning at least two 

סַח in הֲלָכוֹת לְחָן עָרוּךְ from הִלְכוֹת פֶּ  קִצוּר שֻׁ
every day until סַח ב פֶּ רֶּ  The .(days 29) עֶּ
two practical סִימָנִים inְלְחָן עָרוּך  to קִצוּר שֻׁ
be completed twice (totaling 23 סְעִיפִים 
x2) chosen for the contest are:  סִימָן קי״ח 
( ר  י״א סְעִיפִים -הַכָנַת  הַסֵדֶּ )  and  סִימָן  קי״ט 
( ר  ר לֵיל סֵדֶּ י״ב סְעִיפִים -סֵדֶּ ). 

Those who IY”H finish all the סְעִיפִים (along 
with completing חָד תַרְגּוּם  per שְנַיִם מִקְרָא וְאֶּ
grade level) before סַח  can review what they פֶּ
learned in the remaining days of the contest. 
To join/participate, please send a signed 
weekly fax to 718 506 9633 – include  grade, 
name, school, city, state, contact # — or email: 
shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com.

The contestants as of press time are 
listed below (winners to be announced after יום טוב):
Grade 1 – Aryeh Leib haCohen Schwartz; 
Yeshivas M’kor Boruch; Passaic, NJ;
Grade 5 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana 
of LA; Los Angeles, CA; Kalman Singer; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Avraham 
Abramson, Sheftel Beren, Aaron Bernstein, 
Shmuel Blashka, Yisrael Matan Cline, Yaakov 
Danziger, Aharon Flax, Izzy Greenberg, 
Avraham Hakakian, Elisha Hirsch, Yaakov 
Karimov, Abraham Kassin, Hershel Meir Kopel, 
Yehoshua Lavi, Tuvia Shalom Schwarz, 
Menachem Sonnenblick, Yaakov Weiss, 
Yehoshua Alexander Zelikovich; Yeshivas 
Chofetz Chaim (TA); Yehuda Frieman, Kalman 
Hefter, Chaim Katz, Daniel Kraines, Naftali 
Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu 
Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, 

MD.
Grade 6 – Avrohom Goldman; Rambam Day 
School; Savannah, GA; Yoel Goldstein, Akiva 
Morris, Reuven Newman, Yakov Newmark, 
Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, 
Dovi Shulman, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Meshilem Zev Fisher; 

Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 7 –  Shalom Barth, Netanel Berkowitz, 
Betzalel Cohen, Nosson Tzvi Fogel, Daniel 
Herman, Shraga Kraines, Akiva Krohn, Chaim 
Newmark, Yaakov Paige, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, 
Eliezer Dov Saitowitz, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; 

Baltimore, MD; 
Grade 8 –   Dovi Nitekman, Zevi Weinberg; 
Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Akiva 
Horan, Moshe Kraines, Yakir Lazar, Shmuel 
Morris, Yitzchok Rayman; Yeshivas Toras 
Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Chaim 
Toplan; Yeshiva Ketana of Bensonurst; 

Brooklyn, NY.

• The סֵדֶר table should be set with the best dishes, 
during the day, so that the סֵדֶר can begin on time. 

• There are authorities that are of the opinion that only 
one סֵדֶר plate should be set, before the leader of the 
.others disagree ;סֵדֶר

• Each סֵדֶר participant’s cup should be poured by 
someone else to symbolize the majesty of the evening.

• It is preferable to drink the entire cup of wine for each 
רוֹב  The minimum amount that one must drink is a .כּוֹס
.רְבִיעִית

• A קָטָן, child under ר מִצְוָה  does not need to drink a ,בַּ
full רְבִיעִית; it is fine if he drinks a volume of wine that 
would fill his mouth. 

• It is most important for a child to ask the questions 
about the reasons for the צָה  ,the dippings ,מָרוֹר ,מַּ
סֵבָה  and to understand the answers. [Ed. Note for הַּ
לְמִידִים  Think of one question that is not on any of :תַּ
your sheets.]

• Once one recites the בְרָכָה over the צָה  one may not ,מַּ
speak about matters which have no relevance to the 
meal until AFTER one finishes eating the ְכּוֹרֵך 
sandwich.

סַח  ת סֵדֶר לֵיל פֶּ מָא: הִלְכ�וֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ

Halacha Corner

Questions    week רש"י
1. When was it that the נַעֲנִים  hid their wealth in the walls of כְּ

their homes?
2. Which לִי  in fact concerned about by requiring תּוֹרָה is the כֵּ

the removal of all לִים א BEFORE the house is declared כֵּ ?טָמֵּ

1.The ְּנַעֲנִים  hid their wealth in the walls of their homes during the 40 years that כ
ֵּל ְּרָא ֵּי יִש ְּנ ְּבָר were in the ב ֵּל In the event that .מִד ְּרָא ֵּי יִש ְּנ  ,would capture the land ב
they did not want ֵּל ְּרָא ֵּי יִש ְּנ ִּי) to benefit from the spoils ב .(14:34 — ד״ה וְנָתַת

2.The ְּלִי חֶרֶס ֵּלִים earthenware. All the other ,כ  by immersing טָהוֹר can be made כ
them in a ְּוָה ִּטְמָא) מִק .(14:36 — ד״ה וְלאֺ י
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חג כשר ושמח!

After WWII, the Klausenberger Rebbe, R’ Yekusiel Yehudah 
Halberstam ZT”L, moved to Williamsburg, NY. He rebuilt 
his Chassidus from the ashes and led his Chassidim by 

delivering the derech of his great ancestors.

The Rebbe called the owners of the 
bakery and negotiated with them to 
reopen the bakery on erev pesach.

The Rebbe was b’simcha and his chassidim 
baking that erev pesach was something 

they would always remember.

The Rebbe was b’simcha but exhausted. As he was 
walking home with a small entourage of Chassidim, 

he passed the Yeshiva.

The Rebbe’s love for Torah and his sensitivity 
towards others are just some of the eternal 

messages we must apply to our daily lives.

B’tzeis yisroel 
mimitzrayim....

This year will be the first time in so many 
years that will be able to do as our forefathers 
did and follow the opinion of Rashi to only use 

erev pesach matzos at the seder!

And if I do? Is 
baking matzos more 

important than feeding 
a Ben Torah?...And if you 

feel that this task is 
inappropriate for me, 

why don’t you give me a 
hand?

Rabbosai, it’s 
erev pesach and it’s our 

minhag to eat erev pesach 
matzos baked after 

chatzos!

Hoidu 
LaShem, we were 
successful. Let’s 

go now.

B”H! What 
a special 

zechus we’ve 
been given 
in this new 
country!

This is not 
enough! I must 

prepare more for the 
bochurim! Where is an 

apron?

Should the Rebbe 
become a cook?...

Oh! I must check the food 
the bochurim are being served 

for Yom Tov!

ט‘ תמוז   1994 - 1905   5754 - 5665

Rebbe, we are 
ready to go, but the 

matzah bakery in Williamsburg 
is closed. How are we going 

to do it?

With the help of 
Hashem!

???

The Klausenberger Rebbe, ר׳ יְקוּתִיאֵל יְהוּדָה Halberstam זַצַ״ל, a great-grandson of the דִבְרֵי חַיִים of Sanz, 
was born in Rudnik, Poland, to ׁר׳ צְבִי הִירש and חַיָה מִנְדל. Orphaned of his father at the age of 13, he 
married a cousin, סְיָה טײַטלבּוֹים  in קְהִלָה of the Chassidishe רָב in 1921. In 1925, he was appointed as the ,פֶּ
Klausenberg, where he also served as the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה. The rebbe lost his wife סְיָה  and their 11 children פֶּ
during/soon after WWII. ר׳ יְקוּתִיאֵל יְהוּדָה pledged to himself that if he survived the war, he would open 
a hospital, which he eventually did. ר׳ יְקוּתִיאֵל יְהוּדָה came to the United States in 1946, and lived in 
Williamsburg. He married his 2nd wife, חָמָה  Ungar, in 1947. In 1958, the Rebbe established the Kiryat חַיָה נֶּ
Sanz neighborhood in נְתַנְיָה, Israel. The Rebbe emigrated to ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶּ  in 1960 and founded Laniado אֶּ
Hospital in נְתַנְיָה in 1975, after 15 years of fund-raising. In 1982, he founded מִפְעַל הַשַׁ״ס. During his last 
15 years, the Rebbe founded כּוֹלְלֵי שַׁ״ס in ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶּ  was אַהַבַת יִשְׁרָאֵל and in the United States. His אֶּ

legendary. A prolific מְחַבֵּר, he wrote the multi-volume פַע חַיִים  .סְפָרִים and many other הַלִיכוֹת חַיִים ,שֶּׁ

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

רוּךְ חַיִים was born to ר׳ יוֹסֵף צְבִי הַלֵוִי  and Selma Dunner ר׳ בָּ
in Cologne, Germany. He was a ק  ר׳ יְחִיאֵל יַעֲקֹב of תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ
Weinberg (ׁשְרִידֵי אֵש) who gave him ה  In 1936, he was .סְמִיכָּ

appointed Chief Rabbi of East Prussia, serving in its capital, Königsberg. In 
1937, he married א  the daughter of R' Zev Freyhan (a founding member ,יִטָּ
of אֵל  בֵית יַעֲקֹב Together with R' Schonfeld, he set up the first .(אֲגדַֻת יִשְרָּ
Seminary in Stamford Hill in 1947, which he headed until the mid 1990s. As 
 of the Union of Orthodox Hebrew Congregations in London ראֹשׁ אַב בֵית דִין
(1960 2007), he took a leading role in revamping כַשְׁרוּת in the UK. He also 
served as ב אֵל of the רָּ שִיא and was the ,קְהַל עַדַת יִשְרָּ אֵל of נָּ  אֲגדַֻת יִשְרָּ
(Europe).

י״ד ניסן   
5673 – 5767 
1913 – 2007 

To appreciate how much R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner 
 was revered and honored by the זַצַ״ל
greatest דוֹלִים  of his time, one just needs גְּ
to imagine the charged atmosphere at 
the 6th ה דוֹלָּ נֵסִיָּה גְּ לַיִם in כְּ רוּשָּ  .in 1980 יְּ
More than 10,000 attendees from all 
over the globe included representatives 
and the leading דוֹלִים  'of each country. R גְּ
Shach זַצַ״ל chose R' Yosef Tzvi Dunner to 
open the proceedings and recite הִלִים  in תְּ
memory and tribute of the six million דֹשִים  that קְּ
perished in World War II.

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

לִיָה הַנָבִיא    ת אֵּ חַ לָכֶם אֵּ ב בָנִים עַל … הִנֵּה אָנֺכִי שֺלֵּ ב אָבוֹת עַל בָנִים וְלֵּ שִיב לֵּ וְהֵּ
כד(-)מַלְאָכִי ג:כג… אֲבוֹתָם    

Behold, I send you לִיָה  the prophet … And he will turn back אֵּ
[to G d] the hearts of fathers with [their] sons and the hearts of sons 
with their fathers … 

The above פְסוּקִים are found in the last chapter of מַלְאָכִי (and 
also the last chapter in נְבִיאִים). They are part of the הַפְטָרָה on  שַבָת
and convey the well ,הַגָדוֹל known prophecy that לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא  will be אֵּ
sent before the arrival of  ַמָשִיח. We especially recognize the need for 
ית הַמִקְדָש in the קָרְבַן פֶסַח to bring the זוֹכֶה so that we can be מָשִיחַ  .בֵּ

Rav Pam זַצַ״ל is bothered by an apparent contradiction 
between this פָסוּק and the זְמִירוֹת sung every י שַבָת לִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא  :מוֹצָאֵּ אֵּ
רָה יָבאֺ ..., עִם מָשִיחַ בֶן דָוִד לִיָהוּ — … בִמְהֵּ  the Prophet, … may he come אֵּ
quickly ... with  ַמָשִיח, son of דָוִד. In this זֶמֶר we mention that ּלִיָהו  will אֵּ
arrive together with  ַמָשִיח; but doesn’t the פָסוּק from the נָבִיא מַלְאָכִי 
clearly state that ּלִיָהו ?מָשִיחַ  will come before אֵּ

The (ראֺש הַשָנָה יא:) גְמָרָא brings two opinions about which 
month  ַמָשִיח will come. ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר is of the opinion that the גְאֻלָה, 
redemption, will happen in the month of י  says the ר׳ יְהוֹשֻעַ  while ,תִשְרֵּ
 However, both opinions .נִיסָן will take place in the month of גְאֻלָה
contradict the רוּבִין מג.) גְמָרָא  ,which teaches us that if a person says ,(עֵּ
“I want to be a נָזִיר starting from the day that  ַמָשִיח arrives,” he must 
keep the הֲלָכוֹת of a נָזִיר on every weekday. The גְמָרָא explains that 
 can arrive on any מָשִיחַ  but ,יוֹם טוֹב or שַבָת will not arrive on מָשִיחַ 
other day in any month of the year. This seems like a contradiction to 
both ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר and  ַר׳ יְהוֹשֻע that  ַמָשִיח will only come in י .נִיסָן and תִשְרֵּ

To resolve this contradiction, the י אֶבֶן  ראֺש הַשָנָה in טוּרֵּ
explains that (סַנְהֶדְרִין צח.) חֲזַ״ל mention two possible paths that the 
future גְאֻלָה will take. יְשַעְיָהוּ הַנָבִיא prophesied about the final גְאֻלָה 
saying: (ס:כב) אֲנִי ה׳ בְעִתָהּ אֲחִישֶנָה — I am ד׳, in its time I shall hasten it. 
How is it possible that the גְאֻלָה will take place ּבְעִתָה, in its appointed 
time, and also אֲחִישֶנָה, being sped up? The answer is that if ל  כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
do תְשוּבָה and are worthy, then ד׳ will hasten the arrival of the גְאֻלָה [
 will arrive only at the מָשִיחַ  If they are not worthy, then .[אֲחִישֶנָה
appointed time for the [בְעִתָהּ] גְאֻלָה. Even if ל  is found כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
undeserving, there still is a specific date and month by which  ַמָשִיח will 
arrive. According to ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר, this month is י  ,ר׳ יְהוֹשֻעַ  according to ;תִשְרֵּ
the month is נִיסָן.

Rav Pam suggests that the פָסוּק that describes ּלִיָהו  s arrival’אֵּ
before the coming of  ַמָשִיח refers to ּה עִתָּ  the last possible date of the ,בְּ
לִיָהוּ .גְאֻלָה ל to prepare מָשִיחַ  will need to arrive earlier than אֵּ  כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
and bring them to full תְשוּבָה — to turn the hearts of fathers to ד׳, with 
their sons. However, if ל  hastens the ד׳ earlier and תְשוּבָה does כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
לִיָהוּ there will be no need for ,גְאֻלָה ל to prepare אֵּ  and bring כְלַל יִשְרָאֵּ
them to full לִיָהוּ  .תְשוּבָה  together with ,עִם מָשִיחַ בֶן דָוִד will then arrive אֵּ
נָּה referred to as גְאֻלָה this is the — מָשִיחַ   .אֲחִישֶׁ

This גָלוּת has been so long and the months of נִיסָן and י   תִשְרֵּ  
fall into the category of both ּבְעִתָה and אֲחִישֶנָה. We all daven and hope 
to ד׳ that we will still be זוֹכֶה to bring the קָרְבַן פֶסַח in the  ית הַמִקְדָש  בֵּ
this year, whether it is ּבְעִתָה or אֲחִישֶנָה! 

Adapted from: The Rav Pam Haggadah & Shir Hashirim (with kind permission from Feldheim)
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