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Brachah for a Priest

The Avnei Nezer was once dancing on Simchas Torah when a sad looking man approached him. “Red
Yankel!” said the Avnei Nezer, “What is bothering you?” Reb Yankel looked at the rav with pain-filled eyes
and responded, “Rebbe, | am married for many years and was not zocheh to have children. | figured that
through the tremendous simcha of Simchas Torah the Rebbe could daven for me to have a child.”

The Avnei Nezer thought for a minute and then said, “Do you want to have a galach; priest as a child?”
Reb Yankel quickly shook his head “No.”

“Then | can’t help you.”

Reb Yankel returned home and told his wife that it just wasn’t bashert for them to have children, and if
they would have a child, he would be a priest.

A few years later the Avnei Nezer passed away and his son the Shem Mishmuel took over the position as
rav. On Simchas Torah the rav saw Reb Yankel looking very sad. He asked him what was wrong. Reb Yankel
replied that it has been so many years that he was wishing to be able to bring a child to shul/ on Simchas
Torah, but the Ribono Shel Olam has other plans. The rav answered, “I will daven for you and you will be
zocheh to children.”

“NO!” said Reb Yankel. “Your father, the Avnei Nezer said that if | have a child, he will be a priest!” Please
don’t daven for me to have a child.”

The Shem Mishmuel thought for a few minutes and then said. “No. | will daven for you to have a child, and
the power of tefillah will bring you much nachas from your child. | will give you a brachah and | demand
that you answer amen.”

He gave a brachah and Reb Yankel had four children. Three out of the four died in World War Two and the
fourth child was miraculously saved by dressing up as a priest. The tefillos of the rav were able to switch
what seemed to be a curse to the best brachah ever. Today he has children and grandchildren living in Bnei
Brak. All of whom are frum bnei Torah.

The Right Word at the Right Time

My grandmother owned a fabric shop in the small town of Szatmar-Cseke and was known for her unfailing
honesty. Some of her non-Jewish customers took her aside one day and told her, “They’re burning the
Jews in Poland. Malka, you know us a long time. Take your family and go to America.” At first, she dismissed
their words, it was unthinkable that the cultured and sophisticated Germans could be so barbaric. And
yet, my grandmother’s heart was uneasy.

Not long afterwards, the mayor of the town sent a message to my grandmother to come to his office. My
grandmother was accustomed to messages of this sort; the mayor often borrowed small sums of cash
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from my grandmother to tide him over for a short period, and then he would repay her. This time, however,
the mayor’s face was grave. “Malka,” he said, “You’ve always been good to me. The Germans are coming
and they’re going to kill all the Jews. But | have a plan to save you and your family. I'm going to dig a room
under my pigsty, and you and your family can stay there until the Germans leave.”

My grandmother thanked him, but as she turned to leave, she knew she would never take the mayor up
on his offer. She was determined to take action; the ground seemed to literally be burning under her feet.
If the mayor was actually concocting a practical plan to save her family from the Germans, there must be
truth to what he was saying. But what should she do? How could she procure the funds to buy passage for
herself and her seven children?

She finally formulated a plan — she would mortgage their house, farm and any other real estate they
owned, in return for the ticket money. When she approached the local bank in town, the officer explained
that the bank wasn’t interested in Jewish mortgages. My grandmother realized that the bank figured that
they would possess all the Jewish properties soon, in any case, so why bother with mortgages?

It seemed there was nowhere to turn. With great trepidation, my grandmother then decided to travel to
the county seat in Feher-gharmat, where there was a bank owned by a non frum Jew, Mr. Lorncz. Although
he was not known for his generosity, perhaps during these troubled times he would have mercy on one of
his own.

She made the arrangements, came to the great city and found her way to the bank. As she was about to
enter the building, a clerk lounging near the door asked her why she had come. When she told him the
purpose of her visit, he told her she had come in vain. He proceeded to tell her that his boss (the owner
of the bank) was a nasty man who did favors for no one. As he began to recount more negative traits of
his employer, my grandmother interrupted him. “You’re talking about your boss. He pays you, doesn’t he?
You seem to have nice working conditions. Why are you talking like that about him?”

It just so happened' that “the boss” had been sitting in his office on the floor above them, with the window
wide open. He had heard the entire exchange and he proceeded to call to his clerk, “Send that woman
right up to my office!” Bewildered, my grandmother entered the plush suite of the owner. The “nasty man”
offered her his services. My grandmother stated her request for a mortgage; it was granted without the
bat of an eyelash, and the family was saved!

Rav Shach’s Candy

Rav Shach zt”l, the rosh yeshiva of Ponevezh, once had a talmid visit him with his young child. As they
entered the Rosh Yeshiva’s home, Rav Shach went to his cabinet to get a few candies. As the child
approached, Rav Shach handed the candies to the father. The father took the candies, yet wondered:
“Why would the Rosh Yeshiva hand ME the candies when they were clearly intended for my son?” The
talmid mustered the courage to ask the Rosh Yeshiva, what the reason for his action was, and Rav Shach
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answered with his trademark humility and sweetness, “You see, | am older and my eyesight has
deteriorated. | can no longer make out the fine print on the wrappers to see the different flavors. 1 am
sure your son has a favorite flavor and | was sure you, with better eyesight and knowing his favorite flavor,
would be able to pick the right candy."

Wedding Hall

Avi was a chassan, and was riding on the bus a week before his chasunah. In the seat in front of him there
was another chassan, talking to the person seated next to him. They were speaking loudly enough, so Avi
from the behind seat followed their conversation, without even trying to do so. That chassan was saying,
"I wanted to go to tzaddik ploni for a brachah before my wedding, but it's hard to get in. Despite all my
attempts, including my father's attempts, | wasn't able to get an appointment..."

Avi tapped him on the shoulder and said, "l apologize, but you were speaking loudly and | overheard your
conversation. | heard that you want to meet with the tzaddik... My uncle is that tzaddik's son-in-law. | can
ask him to set an appointment for you. You can meet with that tzaddik, still this week." The chassan was
very thankful, and they began speaking about their upcoming weddings. They discovered that they were
getting married on the same night, in the same hall!

"I didn’t know that there were two halls in that building!" said the chassan in the front seat. When Avi
came home, he told his father what happened, and said, "l went with you to see the hall, and there is only
one hall in the building. How can it be that there's another chasunah in that hall, on the same night?" The
father quickly called the manager of the hall. "You never put a down payment, so we booked the hall for
someone else," the manager said. It was a week before the wedding, they had already sent invitations,
and they found out that they don’t have a hall!

Some askanim got involved and arranged for the chasunah be held in an auditorium, two streets away
from the original hall. Avi realized that he gained immensely by doing a chessed. When he overheard the
chassan yearning to get a brachah from the tzaddik, he could have thought, "It's nice that he has good
intentions," and then not get involved. But he went out of his way to do a chessed. In reward, he had a
hall in which to celebrate his chasunah.
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DXVTP NN MINR NYI9

1. What are the three nnyn of »nanxy" in the nIn?

2. In most cases, who was chosen to succeed the previous 5y yn2?
Bring a MmN from this week’s nwna.

3. Which two ”"ny11y” on 7195 DY cause one to become xpnLV?
a. Which other "nmay” in the N7YN causes one to become xNL?

4. List three msn in M1 >NX that involve burning an item.
a. Name one my»n in ©WYTP that involve burning an item.
b. List six other ¥ in the N7 N that require the burning of an item. !

U

. What do %9n ,x2>py »21 and 0wy nvw19 have in common?

o

Which phrase is used in ©wyTp nw19 approximately 20 times?

7. lam a w7V used only twice in the NN,
Once regarding NV,
Once regarding the msn of sya1 yv),?
| am also the name of a msn.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

8. lam used to describe one of the oy,
| am used to describe the forming of the mn1>,
| was used numerous times for the N2y on M9 oY,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I?

Need a hint?

1 One is just outside the wTpnn m3, one is just outside 0w, one has a connection to a 210 DY, two have a connection to
N7Y NMAay, (oneis in the wTpnn N1.)

2 |n this week’s 19:24 and see Rashi




Angwersg

1) Y9 NANNY 2) (15-35,0% 1IN 12 NANNI N ) THN N D) (additionally it says nx Dnanx
Mnin vy o1a1) 3) N NN NANNY

2. The son of the 5y1) y02. The P1Da says (29,70) AN NNN JNDD 1T NDNDY TUN.
3. The one who sends the nonwnN 9yw and the one who burns the yw 19
D>9WIN.

a. Those involved in the burning of the NN N79. This includes the one who
actually burns the n119, the one who throws the /191 211X YN Ny into the fire,
and the one who gathers the ashes. (The answer is not - the one who sprays
the NNYTN N9 M. He does not become NnV. See »'vA in 25,0 NPN NYI)

4. 39 NNLN ,NNATIP ,NNVP
a. M
b. WY ,NIYNOISY NNTIN DY ,NDITN NI ,PYTPIN Y109, (¥nn 11va would
seem to be another M¥n however it doesn’t need to be burned — the mxn is to destroy
it with any method. The nm7) of the N1 could technically be included but the mxn isn’t
to burn the ny7) rather to light the m)
5. 7M1 Y10 NINN)
(.07 V79 YNHVIPY DXVITP RID) NNNA DITI DD NT TIND TYID NANN) - NPY 27 DN
(.N2 1M2w) D210 NNNNDI NI TAYN KD TIAND N0 TOVT I M -50N
6. '"NOIN
7. lam a w7V used only twice in the N7,
Once regarding Nv, - 99
Once regarding the > of N>y, - (T2 YY) ONDIN
| am also the name of a mxn. -oon
| am mentioned in this week’s nw99.
Who am I? -oon
8. Next week...
Last week’s riddle
I brought disgrace to a 1y -N)
| was presented to a victor, - P18 %391 to on9aN after M 1 NNYN
Years later, | caused the victor’s nephew to sin, - V5 with his daughters
He, whose profession is with me, was spared. - The o’pwnn v
Not only on nvs do | play a central role but on another 2yv 0 as well. -9
Who am I? =1

Y"1 1NN PPYR 12 TT PN LAY APY TIT N2 192 1972 ,97T DNTAR 12 DIRY 7YY ,NRD HNT 12 PRD POV NTIIAR InHY IRIDTY

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com. Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.

mMMNY nmar 93©




Nnin NX — NYI9 'NNO
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

When do we lain from the same nw1o at n'nnw and nnm in the same day?
e NIn "NX 0N NI O
e "7n1" from Xwn > on a Jax nyn

The 21712 |nd entered the n'wTpn wTI wearing a, “wmi T2 nand.” ("1 7™v) How could an incorrectly-placed
slight pause completely change the meaning of this phrase?

The trop indicates that this was a, “wTi7 , 72 nand” — “A linen-tunic, which was holy.” If one would say, “ Ta ,mn>
wTIp,” he would be describing, “A tunic, made out of holy-linen.”

On 2 different occasions, Hashem told nnx to take a “inon x''n” (a 2-handsful scoop) of something.
When?
e Hashem told hwn and nnx to initiate |'nw non by taking “nd>1on X7’ of ash, which nwn threw in the air.
(ow "wni'n ' NINY)
e On 9 o, Nk took “mon X’ of naoyp to burn in the o'wTpEn wTIR. (A" 1"0)

When did someone do the Ton of keeping others calm, by avoiding davening for a long time?

When the '21ma |n> exited the n'wTjn w7, he would daven only a short n'7'on on behalf of 7xw' na. If he would
tarry, people would become nervous, and begin to worry that perhaps he had died, as did the undeserving
D"21T2 010> who achieved their positions unjustly. (ow 2"y 'R 'n xnrY)

After performing nv'nw on a n'n or a1y, one must perform the nixn of nTa 110d, and cover its blood with
dirt (2" 1) — except on a certain type of animal. Which type?
If the animal is found to have a wound which renders it a no"0, one does not have to cover its blood. (The

same is true if the animal becomes a n'7'a1, because such cases would lack a valid no'nw.) (" n"> 11" ")

JUST CURIOUS

If no one is allowed into the n'wTj7n wTi, how did they perform repairs when necessary?
There was an opening in the roof through which a worker would be lowered while inside a box. ( ,.1"> n'no®

A" ' n'nan N 0 n"fann)

The very fancy clothing worn by the 7172 |n> on 119> ni* were used once, and then put in ata, never to
be reused. (2"> v ""wn) How much did they cost?

They were worth at least 30 nin. ('a'n wTpnn 25 70 0"ann 7" xniY) A nm is worth 15.5 troy oz. of silver. (v
'T "2 NnI"7 (7Nj700R) DNNAXR T wiINel 0™ 2"op T X"iTN) In 2024, a single troy oz. of silver costs approximately
$26. So, 30 x 15.5 x 26 = $12,090. However, in the times of 7"tn, a single nan was enough to support a person

for a full year ('n 'n nx97 2"v11 yawn " "y), in which case the value of 30 nin would be much higher.

The 1712 |n> entered the n'wTpPn wTIp carrying a ladle which contained 2 handfuls of mavj, which he had
to transfer into his 2 hands. How did he maneuver the ladle, while leaving both hands available to
catch the nhojp?

He held the ladle with his fingertips, or his teeth, maneuvered its handle with his arms, and tipped the contents
into his cupped hands. This was one of the most difficult nimiay in the wTpznn na. ((0"n xnrY)

When we bring nnanj, we get closer to Hashem. If so, why is it so bad to sacrifice them outside the nna
wTnn?

The wTppnn n1 provides an environment which inspires us to come close to Hashem. This is best
accomplished when there is a single, designated, grand location for this experience. For OUR SAKE, Hashem
thus forbade bringing ninaj elsewhere, so that we can achieve the fullest nn9>. (1"9j7 713NN 190)




If one slaughters a janj? outside of the wTpmn nma, his action is described as, “qow n71,” “He has spilled
blood," and is compared to murder. ("1 1"'1) Why?

Before the 712an, we were not allowed to kill animals. (190 "v) When Hashem permitted the killing of animals,
He did so for necessary purposes, including bringing ninanjpz. When a |20y is slaughtered in the wrong location,
the nu'nw is invalid, and thus purely destructive. Even though it is not actually like murdering a person, the

term “yow 071" is appropriate when describing the animal’s unwarranted death. (,"7 ™ |"an2 "vi ,1"97 J1ann 190

K")
As a person grows, things which used to be challenging become less of a struggle. Is there ever a
point when a person can say, “OK, that challenge — | don’t have to worry about it so much anymore”?
When warning 7x1w 121 about niyax and whom they can marry, the Torah says, seemingly redundantly,

“‘onx onnwi” — “You should keep, you” — indicating, “I’'m giving you a nixn that you’re already good at
anyway.” (1"> n"™ n"nix) We see that even someone with lots of “practice” avoiding something 110« still needs to
remain vigilant. (N2 1IN*7x " |N7wn)

IN YOUR OPINION

If you’re encouraging someone to avoid something harmful, or to pursue something beneficial, but he
doesn’t seem to understand how important it is — what can you do to make it clear?

When introducing the details of the nTiay performed on 119> or, the Torah notes that it was, “After the death of
[NNN’s sons,” because their tragic example highlights how important these nix%n are. ('k 7o *"'wn) In general,
providing an example of the negative effects of a poor decision, or the positive effects of a good decision, can
help someone understand the power of his choices. (Growth Through Torah)

Many people worry about what others think of them. Approximately how many people’s opinions do
you worry about on a daily basis? Honestly, how many of them would you say actually spend their free
time thinking about you? Of those, how many of their opinions actually affect your life in a practical
way?

When the 2172 |nd, the holiest individual in 78w 12, enters the o'wTpn wTIR, he is at serious risk of feeling
arrogant. The Torah tells him, “No one is allowed to be with you in there” — do this special nTiay without
focusing on what others are thinking. We can all benefit from this mindset! (Growth Through Torah ™ 10
based on nmMox ninn 7a7)

What is the most exciting part about hosting guests? What is the most challenging part?

One of the nuxn performed by the 217 |n> on 19> nr' is going back into the o'wTpPn W to clean up, by
removing the vessels used for burning the naojp. (2" 0 "w1) We see that cleaning up is also part of the nixn!
(v"wyan owa nin 7w n1wn "y, and Growth Through Torah)
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Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NN YN NIrva

Everyone loved little Moishelah. Moishelah was the pride and joy of his parents, the beloved young Rav and Rebbitzen in this
little Polish hamlet." One day, terrible tragedy struck. It was a naw 17y, and everyone was getting ready for Shabbos.
Moishelah had just had his upsherin and looked so cute with his little peyos. That afternoon gypsies traveling through their
shtetel kidnapped him. The townspeople ran to the local nobleman and asked him to send some police after them. The
nobleman laughed. Finding a lost Jewish boy wasn't his priority. The kehila sent search parties out and they searched as
much as they could, but it seemed like Moishelah disappeared into thin air. You can well imagine what kind of Shabbos that
was for the poor Rav and Rebbitzen. The Shabbos candles glowed but they had a hard time lighting up the darkness. “Let us
sing zemiros, let us instill the love and warmth of Shabbos into our home,” said the Rav to his wife as they tried to enjoy
Shabbos together in their empty home. “The n'a>x'7n that are going to hear these zemiros, they will certainly carry them to our
son, wherever he is.” The gypsies knew why they had taken Moisheleh. He was cute, and he seemed like such a handsome
little boy. They knew that there was a very prominent nobleman who lived on the other side of the region. For some time now
they had been looking to adopt a child. When the gypsies pulled up in front of the huge estate with little Moisheleh, they
became very excited. They brought Moisheleh into their house and treated him to all the toys that money could buy. After a
few months of treating him to “a three-year-old’s |Tv 12", Moisheleh didn’t even remember that he once had come to the
estate, it was as if he had grown up there.

The years went on — and people can get used to anything. The Rav and Rebbitzen had bitachon in the n%iy 7¢ hian. They
knew that whatever happens is for the best. There was a Shabbos goy in the town. Pierre used to come every Friday, and he
would help out. One day the Rebbitzen noticed that some silver spoons were missing. Then she saw it! She saw Pierre open
up the drawer. He looked from side to side, grabbed a silver fork, and ran out. She ran after Pierre, and asked him to please
give it back. Pierre apologized and promised he would never do it again. Several weeks later, the Rebbitzen noticed that her
pocket book was missing. The next day, she sort of entrapped him by leaving a couple of dollars on the table. Then she
watched as Pierre walked over to the table, looked from side to side, and grabbed it, and then, she couldn't believe it! He
pulled her pocket book out of his bag, and put the money in! Now she was furious! She told him, “Pierre! | gave you one
chance! You are to leave now and not to return!”

Pierre was extremely angry and hurt. He was determined that he must take revenge on that Rav! Pierre ran through the
woods, and he saw a funeral. A young gentile boy had been sick and had just died. Pierre smacked his lips together, and a
wicked smile appeared on his face. As soon as they finished burying the boy, Pierre came back with a shovel. He dug up the
body, threw the body over his shoulders and went into the woods. Late that night he made his way into the Jewish section of
the town, and he buried the boy in the Rav’s backyard. From there, he ran home, washed himself off, and ran to the police. In
that town, an excuse for attacking Jews was always welcome. The police converged on the Rav's property, and started
digging. Then, they all stood around shaking their heads from side to side. “Rabbi, come out here!” The Rav stepped out. They
used to talk to him with derech eretz. What could they have found in his backyard? Then, he closed his eyes and grabbed his
stomach. He couldn’t believe what he saw! When he was able to catch his breath, he turned to the chief of police and said,
“You don't believe that I'm the one who did this??” But the police chief believed what he wanted to believe, “You need blood
for your matzos?! Don’t you!” The Rav protested, “How can you believe such a lie after all these years! If there’s even a drop
of blood in an egg, we have to throw it out! You think we put human blood into our matzos, it's a malicious and terrible lie!”
There was no one to talk to. The Rebbitzen shrieked and cried as they schlepped her husband away. He turned to her and
told her to have bitachon, and to be strong, whatever was going to be would be.

The Rav stood before the local magistrate. He presented powerful arguments, but the judge wasn't interested in them. After
all, he had the fifteen-year-old kid, Pierre’s, testimony. The Rav was quickly convicted and sentenced to be hanged. Everyone
knew that a terrible pogrom would follow. The yidden had only one option. The law was that all death sentences had to be
approved by the local governor. They didn't know what to expect from their governor. The old governor was a wicked Jew
hater, but he had died last month and his young son had taken over. They heard that he was wild and unpredictable, but no
one had ever approached him for a favor. They would try. The new governor's name was Janusz (Yanish). Janusz was just
about to leave on a long-awaited hunting trip with a bunch of his men. Just as he was about to leave, he saw a whole
delegation of WHAT!? Of Jews coming toward him?? What do they want?? “Your Lordship,” they addressed him, “can we

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #49
1]A Life of Truth



have a couple of words with you?” “Less than that! What do you want?!” They grabbed the opportunity. “Um, do you know that
there has been a terrible blood libel?” Their arrival right as he was about to leave annoyed him. Janusz was not in a good
mood. “Blood libel?? How do | know it's a libel? How do | know it's not true? I've heard about it. You Jews have been putting
blood into your matzos for centuries, it's about time you were caught red handed; but really red handed!” The yidden gulped.
“Your Lordship, our Rabbi is a man of great integrity, he’s such a peace-loving person, he could never do this. If you would
review the sole testimony that there is against him, for sure Your Lordship, in his great sense of justice will- “Leave me alone!”
Janusz cut them off, “I'm going on a hunting trip! I got bigger problems than some Rabbi that's about to be shot. And next
time, you don’'t show up here without an appointment, do you understand! At least three weeks in advance!” They weren't
expecting much better from him. “Could we ask Your Lordship perhaps to review the papers at his leisure?” “If I'm in the
mood, okay! Good bye!”

Governor Janusz had a terrible day hunting. He came home in an awful mood. Word soon got around the estate — stay away
from the boss tonight, he’s in one of his moods. He angrily entered his chamber. As he sat down and poured himself a glass of
wine, he began to wonder. “You know, | just couldn’t concentrate on shooting that deer. | wonder what it is that's bugging me.
Could it be those Jews? Nah. What do | have with those Jews?” Janusz picked up the papers that they had left with him,
“Well, | did tell them | would review the case.” He read the evidence and he said to himself, “That judge, he’s not too smart!
Fifteen-year-old kid? He probably dragged that kid over. It doesn’t make sense anyhow — Jews don’t put blood in their matzos.
Hey, but it's a good excuse to give the peasants some fun beating up the Jews. You know, my father once told me,” he
remembered, “when the peasants are angry at the Jews they don't think about rebelling against us. That's why this blood
business is a good thing for us noblemen, it keeps the peasant's temper directed toward the Jews. So, this poor Rabbi is
going to get it, huh? Hey look, it's just a Jew.” But something bothered Janusz. Although he was talking this way because
that’s how all his friends talked, it seemed like there was a knot in his heart, something was obsessing him. He knew it wasn't
like him to miss such an easy shot. He just wasn’t concentrating on his hunting, and he had been waiting so long for this
hunting trip.

Janusz had a hard time falling asleep that night. Then he had a dream. He had gone out hunting on his horse, when suddenly
his horse reared up in fright. A man with a long flowing white beard approached him and said in an eerily soft voice, “l am your
grandfather. | came to tell you that it is time, Moshe, it is time for you to return to your people. A terrible blood libel threatens
the life of my son, who is your father, and you are the one who could save him. Will a son not save his own father?? Have
n1mnn on your nnwial” When he got up his hair seemed to be standing. His eyes were wide open with fright! But he calmed
down, and he told himself that it was just a nightmare. Then he poured himself another cup of wine and went on with his day.
The next night the dream repeated itself. When he awoke, he promised himself that he would cut down on the wine. He took it
easy that day, and made sure to drink only water. He went to sleep feeling great. That night, the man with the flowing white
beard came back, “Janusz, you're making a mistake. This is not just a dream. | cannot warn you again. | am your grandfather.
This is your last chance! You cannot sign the death warrant. Innocent people will lose their lives!” This time, Janusz asked,
“How do | know that innocent people are going to lose their lives?” The old man answered, “You interrogate that young Pierre
objectively, and you will see his story will crumble. But that's not the issue. | am going to say this one more time. Free your old
father from this blood libel and save your nnwa. You've lived enough in your false life. You're a kosherah yiddisher kind!
Gypsies grabbed you away from your precious parents, that was the gezaira min ha’shamayim, but that is what happened to
you. They sold you to the person who you think was your father. Search in the drawers of the old governor, and you will find a
little talis katan. That's what you wore, Moishelah, when you were grabbed away from your parents.”

Janusz started going through the old governor’'s drawers, and then he saw a little bag laying in the corner. He opened it up
and took out a small talis katan with tzitzis hanging from it. The next morning, a delegation arrived for him to sign the death
warrant. Janusz told them that he would preside over the case himself. He then traveled to the small town with all the grace of
the power that surrounded him. Upon interrogation, Pierre fell apart. The Rav was saved. Governor Janusz gave an order for
police to make sure that there would be no pogrom. After an emotional reunion with his parents, Moishelah confronted the fact
that living as a Jew in that town would cost him his life. Moishelah had a plan. He would go swimming the next day and they
would find his clothes near the river; it would be assumed that he drowned. He would take some of his money and escape to
Holland. Over there he would learn about the yiddishkeit that had been taken away from him. Before leaving, he reassured his
parents, “Although I'm afraid we shall never see each other again in this world, I can tell you from personal experience that
fathers and children don't lose their connection with each other in the world of truth.”

Everything that happens is from Hashem, which means by definition that it is good. It's our job to live with that npiw9 nnx
and to rejoice as best as we can with the life Hashem has given us. The Rav and Rebbitzen of our story had a very difficult
|i'01. They didn’t question their fate, rather they lived with |[inpa in Hashem and led their community in a beautiful way.
Eventually they saw how their |i*0'2 saved their lives, and the lives of their whole town. Living with such conviction can help us
face our niai'Qa with simcha.

2|A Life of Truth
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

Is there any way I'm allowed to take a shower on 210 DI?

QUESTION 2

The baby had a very dirty diaper and could use a bath. Is that allowed on 2I0 DI"?

QUESTION 3

| recently changed from a regular boiler that holds a large amount of water, to a mechanism that
heats up water as | run it. Can | run the hot water on 210 DI'?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

A package that | ordered was delivered on Shabbos. Can | use it on Shabbos?

Answer: |If someone ordered something and it was delivered on N2y, there are a few DIO'N being
done for the Jew by the non-Jewish deliveryman. They include driving the object during the
delivery, and carrying to the place of delivery. Additionally, many times the object is brought from
out of the DINN. The "T-2"11 )NV |N7W writes that if there was an agreed upon price for the purchase,
then the 'Ia is considered to be doing all the NIDN7?N for his own convenience to get the job done and
not for the Jew, and the object may be used on Naw. However, the N"N1 argues and doesn't allow
one to use it if a NINN |0 NON7N was done unless one needs it for N2W. The N27N N2 writes that
“needing” it means if it is very much needed, like if someone gets shoes delivered and they have no
other Naw shoes. Therefore, if one received a package on Naw, most times it can’t be used because
a NMINN [N NDX7N was done. Even when it may be used, if it came from out of the DINN it may only
be moved 4 NINX, or if there is an 2NV it can then be moved freely in the area of the aN'v.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

If the package comes on Yom Tov would the Halacha be the same?

Answer: On 110 D', although the NI>7n are similar to N2, there is a basic difference. Driving a car on
NaY is NINN N 1I0OX, while driving on 210 DI is only [2217TN NIOX according to most D'PoId. This is
because creating a fire-which is the primary nax ndone when driving a car, is only 1IOX on 210 DI
because of the N of T'7IN. The 1II'NNW N"T 'T-2"11 ND7N 1IN'A writes that the entire npbnn between
the 12NN and N"M1 mentioned in answer 1 only applies when an NN JIO'N is done. If only MIO'N
[2277TN are done then all agree to the 12NN that it may be used if a price was previously agreed upon.
Therefore, items such as clothing that are delivered on 210 D' can usually be worn. The
above-mentioned limitation when objects come from out of the DINN still applies, as one can't take
such an object out of the 2N'V even on 2110 DI'.

QUESTION 3

If a package was delivered on the first Day of Yom Tov, is there any leniency to use it the Second Day
of Yom Tov?

Answer: If a NIINN N NON7N was done for a Jew on 2110 DI, for example a non-Jew finished sewing a
dress on 210 DI for a Jew, one must wait after 210 DOI' before using it the amount of time it took to do
the NDON'7N on 110 DI'. For example, if the non-Jew sewed an hour on 2110 DI, one Must wait an hour
after 210 DI' is over before using it. The 'N-1"OPN 12NN allows one to wait on the second night of 210 DI
and use it then, while the X"n1 holds one must first wait until after both days are over to wait the
hour. There are some cases when we are lenient like the 12NN, and one should speak to a nxIN NN,
as all of these cases are complex.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z’tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Dowry
Part II1

Recap: An uncle and nephew, both named R’
Shaya, looked similar and lived in the same city.
To differentiate between the two men, the uncle, a
wealthy and childless businessman, was
nicknamed R’ Shaya Slutzker; and the nephew, a
penniless talmid chacham, was nicknamed R’
Shaya Chassid.

While fundraising for his daugher’s dowry, R’
Shaya Chassid finalized a shidduch with the son
of the wealthy R’ Shmuel, who confused him with
R’ Shaya Slutzker and thought he was wealthy.
Despite his family’s misgivings, R’ Shaya Chassid
was confident that Hashem would send him the
dowry his wealthy mechutan expected in time for
the wedding. In the meantime, the chassan’s

family sent a gift to the kallah for Chanukah to the
home of R’ Shaya Slutzker, whom they thought
was their mechutan.

R’ Shaya Slutzker looked from the card to the box
and then back to the card. Was this some sort of
prank? Did this R* Shmuel think it was Purim
instead of Chanukah? Everyone knew that he was
childless. As much as R’ Shaya Slutzker and his
wife had prayed for a child, as much money as
they’d paid to the best doctors, as many berachos
as they’d received from the greatest gedolim, they
had never been blessed with children.

And now—a letter and a gift from his non-
existent daughter’s future in-laws? What kind of
a game were they trying to play?

He shrugged and then withdrew a fresh sheet of
his own stationary from his desk drawer. He had
no idea what R’ Shmuel wanted from him, but he
could play the game. After all, he couldn’t very
well accept a gift from the ‘chassan’ without
sending something back from the ‘kallah’, could
he?

He thought for a moment and then jotted down a
brief note.

To my honored mechutan, R’
Shmuel,

We were so happy to receive the
beautiful gift and letter. Enclosed,
please find a gift for our dear
chassan. May you have much
nachas from your beautiful family.

A Freilichen Chanukah!
R’ Shaya (Slutzker)

Slipping the card into the envelope, R’ Shaya
frowned, trying to decide what kind of gift to send
back to the pranking chassan. The gift he’d
received was worth three hundred rubles, so he



put together a nice gift that was worth half that
amount and wrapped it up. He was a businessman,
after all. If someone was playing a hoax on him,
at least he came out 150 rubles ahead.

He tucked the envelope with his card into the box
and hurried down to the kitchen to find the
messenger. “Bring this back to R> Shmuel,” he
instructed, handing the messenger the box along
with two rubles for the trouble. “And tell him that
we were delighted with his package.”

When the messenger got back to R’ Shmuel’s
home, the excited chassan eagerly unwrapped the
box. His father looked on, smiling at his son’s
enthusiasm. Gershon wasn’t the materialistic sort,
but correspondence from his kallah was enough
to rouse his interest.

While the mechutan’s gift was not as generous as
their own, R’ Shmuel readily understood why. R’
Shaya had already given Gershon a generous gift,
back when they’d finalized the engagement, and
a large gift was therefore unnecessary. He smiled
as he read the note, once again thanking Hashem
for the perfect shidduch He had sent them.

The winter months passed in a flurry of activity
for both sides.

In R’ Shmuel’s household, the tailor was
commissioned full time to prepare the chassan’s
wardrobe and wedding finery for the entire
family. While Gershon sat and learned, oblivious
to the hubbub around him, his mother shopped
and commissioned and packed up trunks for her
son to bring to his new home.

R’ Shaya Chassid’s home, in contrast, was
missing the festive air that marked the activities
of his mechutanim. The days and weeks marched
by with unmistakable apprehension. His wife and
daughter unenthusiastically stuffed down quilts
and sewed linens for her trousseau while

subconsciously waiting for the shoe to drop and
the news to come that the shidduch was over.

Miriam, the kallah, hadn’t imagined her
engagement to look this way, and desperately
wanted to feel the joy of a kallah engaged to a
bachur as special as her father said Gershon was.
She tried to direct her thoughts to rosy dreams of
a happy wedding and a wonderful husband, but
her mind kept wandering to the dreadful scenario
she was sure would soon come.

In her mind’s eye, she could see R’ Shmuel, the
way she imagined him to look since she’d never
actually seen him, bursting through the door of
their little cottage demanding to see her father.
She could picture the neighbors peeking through
the window as her chassan’s father yelled at them
for deceiving him and teared up the tenaim up into
a sorry heap of confetti.

“Cheer up, kallah!” R’ Shaya Chassid would call
to her whenever he saw the pensive expression
returning to her face. “You know that I didn’t try
to mislead the mechutan. Hashem wanted this
shidduch to happen, and so He arranged for R’
Shmuel to confuse me with my uncle. And He
will send us the money, too. Hashem can make
me a wealthy man, just as he did my uncle, and

the mechutan will have no reason to drop the
shidduch.”

How Miriam wanted to believe him! How she
wanted to trust just as he did! How she tried to
feel the serenity he felt, knowing that Hashem had
guided them until then and would continue to
guide them further.

But as they turned pages of the calendar and their
finances didn’t change in the slightest, it was
becoming more and more difficult to muster up
the strength to trust, to believe. R’ Shaya Chassid
didn’t even attempt to raise more money; he spent
every waking moment before his beloved
Gemara, learning with an upbeat niggun.



What would be?

As Purim approached, R’ Shmuel purchased
another beautiful gift, a gift worthy of the
daughter of R’ Shaya Slutzker, to send to his son’s
kallah. The wedding was rapidly drawing nearer,
and they had plans to journey to the kallah’s
hometown shortly after Purim. But he wanted the
kallah to have the gift on Purim, and so he sent a
messenger to deliver it to R’ Shaya Slutzker’s
home with all due haste.

This time, being Purim, it was more appropriate
to have someone try to pull a prank on him, but
somehow, when R’ Shaya Slutzker got the gift, he
started to wonder if there was something he was
missing. Three-hundred rubles was too much
money to play around with, even for a wealthy
man. And this was the second time this was
happening to him!

Though he could not understand what the
unknown R’ Shmuel was trying to do, he felt it
was only proper to send the messenger back with
some sort of gift in return. He's the fool, not me,
he thought to himself as he tried to think of an
appropriate gift he could send. And he has a
unique sense of humor.

Unlocking his safe, he removed a rare coin, one
worth 150 rubles, and put it in a box to send back
to the ‘chassan’. He scrawled a hasty note to
attach to the gift and gave it the messenger. “Give
this back to the chassan,” he instructed with an
exaggerated wink.

He watched the messenger return to his carriage,
shaking his head ruefully. Even if it wasn’t quite
funny, from a financial perspective, this joke was
doing well for him. Even with the two gifts he’d
returned to the ‘chassan’, he was now three-
hundred rubles richer.

The joke got even less funny one week later.

It was the day after Purim, and another messenger
arrived at R’ Shaya Slutzker’s home, this time
bearing a letter.

To my esteemed mechutan,

Along with my dear son Gershon,
we are all eagerly anticipating the
upcoming wedding in two weeks,
may it be in an auspicious time. |
just wanted to let you know that 1
will be arriving a week before my
family, to discuss finances and
wrap up loose ends.

Looking forward to seeing you
soon! May we share in many happy
events together!

R’ Shmuel

R’ Shaya Slutzker dropped the card onto the table
and groaned. “What kind of mess did I get myself
into?” he exclaimed out loud. “I’m starting to
think this is not a joke!”

Shaking his head, he snatched the letter back up
and went to find his secretary, who was in the next
room, industriously working on a ledger. “I have
a mystery,” he announced. “And I need you to
help me solve it.”

His secretary, a young man who was rather new
on the job, nodded eagerly. “Yes, yes. What
happened?”

“As far as I know, I don’t have a daughter,” R’
Shaya said. “Am I right?”

The secretary’s eyes jumped awkwardly around
the room. He nodded.

“I didn’t think so either,” R’ Shaya Slutzker said
dryly. “So tell me, please, how am I to understand
this? Over this winter, I received two gifts from
my daughter’s chassan, and to humor my



‘mechutan’, I sent back gifts. But now, the
mechutan wants to come here to discuss the
finances before the wedding.”

His secretary blinked. “What? Mechutan?”

R’ Shaya handed him the most recent letter.
“Exactly so. Read this, and let me know what you
think.”

His secretary scrutinized the short missive and
frowned. “I think,” he said slowly. “That R’
Shmuel is mixing you up with someone else. The
question is, who? Who can he be confusing you
with? Perhaps a neighbor’s daughter is a kallah,
and the messenger delivered this to the wrong—

29

“Not a neighbor, but he might be confusing me
with my nephew, R’ Shaya Chassid,” R’ Shaya
Slutzker said darkly. “Do me a favor, and look
into this for me. Please.”

“Sure.” His secretary stood up, reaching for his
coat. “I’ll make some inquiries and let you know
what I discover.”

“I’ll be waiting here for you,” R’ Shaya told him.
“Thank you.”

He tried to occupy himself with his business while
he waited for his secretary to return, but his mind
kept returning to the strange letter. Why would R’
Shmuel confuse him with his nephew, and not just
once, but three times? There was something so
fishy about the story!

When his secretary finally returned, he was
pacing the room impatiently. “Yes? Did you
figure this out?”

“I believe so.” The young man took off his coat
and hung it on the hook, taking the seat opposite
his boss. “It looks like you were correct, sir. It
seems that this R’ Shmuel is the mechutan of your
nephew, R’ Shaya Chassid.”

“Then why does he think / am his mechutan and
not R’ Shaya Chassid?” R’ Shaya growled,
uncharacteristically angry.

“Well, you do have the same name,” his secretary
pointed out. “Also...” He bit his lip.

“Yes?”

“R’ Shmuel is supposed to be a very wealthy
man,” the young man said carefully.

R’ Shaya Slutzker jumped out of his seat, fury
darkening his features. “Are you telling me that
Shaya Chassid used my name to snag a shidduch
with a wealthy man?” he demanded.

“I’'m not saying any definite conclusions, just
reporting the facts I’ve learned,” the secretary
said uncomfortably. “And, uh, many people
questioned the shidduch, asking why a wealthy
man like R’ Shmuel agreed to do a shidduch with
a pauper like R’ Shaya Chassid.”

R’ Shaya Slutzker began pacing the room with
loud, almost march-like steps. “And what did my
dear nephew respond to them? That he stole my
name?”

His secretary coughed, clearly not relishing his
role. “Um. He said that he was also wealthy. That
he’d be wealthy by the time the wedding came.”

“Ridiculous!” R’ Shaya sputtered, thoroughly
incensed. He felt so used and betrayed. Over the
years, he’d given R’ Shaya Chassid so much,
allowing him to sit and learn with peace of mind.
How could his nephew use him like that, tricking
R’ Shmuel and ruining his uncle’s good name?
And he, the foolish uncle, had even paid for the
gifts to the chassan without being wiser!

His secretary remained silent, not wishing to fan
the flames.



“Listen, and hear me well,” R’ Shaya Slutzker
suddenly declared, startling his secretary. “If this
R’ Shmuel wants to do a shidduch with R’ Shaya
Chassid, he can do what he wants, but it has
nothing to do with me. But there’s no money
involved, least of all mine. I will not allow this
charade to continue. As soon as R’ Shmuel gets
here, I will tell him the truth.”

A few blocks away, in R’ Shaya Chassid’s home,
the frenzy increased exponentially. The
engagement period had largely passed,
surprisingly uneventful, but that was not enough
to calm the nerves of the kallah and her
apprehensive mother. The wedding was just ten
days away. What would happen with their
mechutanim came to town and discovered just
how poor the kallah’s family was?

“I should feel like the luckiest girl in the world,
but I don’t,” Miriam confessed to her mother as
they sewed together in uneasy silence. “Gershon
sounds exactly like the kind of bachur I always
davened for. I should be thrilled, not worried.”

“You would be thrilled if you knew the shidduch
was on solid ground,” her mother explained.
“And when Hashem send us the dowry your
father-in-law wants, just as Tatte says He will,
then you will feel like the luckiest girl in the
world.”

“I’'m trying to have emunah, but it’s so hard,” the
kallah said quietly.

“Miriam, if Hashem wants the shidduch to
happen, it will happen whether or not a dowry
falls from the sky,” R’ Shaya Chassid reminded
her, passing through the room with a sefer tucked
under his arm. His face was calm, his expression
content. With his unshakable emunah, he
remained completely unruffled by the anxiety that
consumed the rest of the family.

“I can just imagine how angry the mechutan will
be when he realizes that we are not Uncle Shaya
Slutzker!” his wife exclaimed with a shudder.

“But if the shidduch is meant to happen, then it
will,” R’ Shaya Chassid continued to maintain.
“And if Miriam is supposed to come into marriage
with a millionaire dowry, then she will.”

“How?” his wife begged.

“l don’t need to give Hashem ideas,” he
answered. “You must trust in Hashem’s
salvation.”

It was fortunate that she didn’t notice R> Shmuel’s
handsome carriage as it drove passed their house
on its way to the home of R’ Shaya Slutzker. Her
frazzled nerves might not have been able to bear
the foreboding it promised.

To be continued. ..

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
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B’ezras Hashem, Toras Reb Kalman created a
curriculum series out of these stories that will
change the chinuch system — just like Reb
Kalman wanted!

The 8" grade edition is scheduled to be released
in time for the 2024/2025 School Year!
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“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn”
Book Series is now available at your local Judaica
Store.
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THE TOLODOS AHARON ONCE STAYED IN TIVERIA
AT ONE OF HIS CHASSIDIM'S MODEST HOME.

SHALOM
ALEICHEM, IT'S AN

HONOR AND PRIVILEGE

TO WELCOME OUR

ALEICHEM SHOLOM,
AH! T'M SURE YOU
WELCOME EVERY YID
WITH HONOR...SHKOIACH!
THANK YOUu!

R
THE REBBE HAD A CUSTOM TO AWAKEN EARLY
AND LEARN, USUALLY AROUND 2:00AM...

IS THAT RAIN T'M
HEARING?..IT'LL TRY
TO FIND A BASKET.

A FEW HOURS LATER THE REBBE IS
STARTLED B8Y A WOMAN'S SHOUTING....

THE REBBE SAW THE LADY OF
THE HOUSE WAS IN DISTRESS....

WE HAD A ROBBERY,
SOMEONE STOLE OUR

I WONDER
WHAT'S
HAPPENING?

CLOTHING THAT WAS HANGING
OUTSIDE TO DRY..WHAT ARE
WE ALL 6OING TO WEAR THIS
MORNING?

/

_—‘_'/EAQLY THIS MORNING 1

~N

/\/
PLEASE, PLEASE DO
NOT WORRY! ALL YOUR

LALUNDRY IS SAFE. IT IS
IN MY ROOM/

HEARD RAIN AND REMEMBERED SEEING
LAUNDRY HANGING. T WENT OUTSIDE TO
BRING IT IN SO YOU WOULD HAVE DRY
CLOTHING TO WEAR THIS MORNING.
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH

% Private Service

(1,10 XIP”) WP 1937 X221 TYin YIN2 M XY DTN D)

No person shall be in the Obel Mo’ed when he enters to atone in the holy place.

(Vayikra 16:17)
When the Kohen Gadol went into the Kodesh

Kodoshim to perform his awesome avodah, he was
alone. There was no one to see what he did.

This teaches us an important principle in avodas
Hashem. The best avodah of all is the avodah done
quietly and privately, as the Navi says:

TPOR oy noY vaxm — You shall walk
modestly with your G-d.!

Many times, there is a lot to be gained from
serving Hashem in public, in a group of people.

Ton N7T3 oy 273 - A large public
honors the king.

The more people there are, the more honor it

1 Michah 6:8.
2 Mishlei 14:28.

accords Hashem. Furthermore, serving Hashem
publicly causes others to see one’s actions and follow

suit. This is a kiddush Hashem.

But sometimes a person should choose the path of
n2Y vix:1, of serving Hashem modestly and privately,
because this enables one’s avodah to be for Hashemn
alone, free of all other agendas. When people don’t
see what you are doing, you are doing it only for
Hashem. It shows true faithfulness to Hashem and

inner love of Him.

This may be compared to boiling water in a pot
on the fire. You can never get the temperature of
the water to rise above boiling point. Even if you
turn up the flame, the water won’t get hotter. But if
you boil water in a well-sealed pressure cooker, the
temperature can go up and up.

It’s the same with Torah and mitzvos. When a
person does good deeds in front of everyone, it is



only human nature to take pleasure in the fact that

his deeds are acknowledged, that people esteem him
for it. This puts a limit on the madreigah he can
reach. But if a person does his avodah privately and
secretly, only Hashem knows about it, so the more
kedushah he adds to his acts, the higher a level he can
reach. There is no upper limit. This is because there
is no personal gain or external considerations to cool

off the kedushah.

The Rambam writes as follows:

Although it is a mitzvah to learn Torah
at day and at night, a person learns most of
his wisdom at night. Therefore, if a person
wishes to attain the crown of Torah, he
should be careful about all his nights, and
not lose even one of them by just sleeping
and eating and drinking and similar
activities. Rather, he should utilize them

for Torah study and words of wisdom.?

This is not the only awesome thing the Rambam
has to say about learning Torah by night. He writes
more about it in the same place.

What is so great about learning Torah specifically
at night?

There are several reasons, and one is that at night,
most people are asleep and don’t see what you are
doing. If you gather strength and learn Torah at this
time, it is for Hashem alone, and the level of such
learning is exceptionally great.

The same applied to the Koben Gadol in Beis

3 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Talmud Torah 3:13.

IC T

Hamikdash. It people would see what he is doing,
he would not be able to reach the tremendous
level of kedushah required for what he did in there.
Performing his service away from the public eye
enabled him to rise to the right level. Chazal say
about the Kohen Gadol when he entered the Kodesh
Kodoshim:

When the spirit of holiness rested on
him, his face burned like a torch [as if he

was an angel].*
It is written:

WP ANM NYT MY 11 ONow )
N3 NTINQY RN 0D ian — The lips
of the kohen guard knowledge, and people
seek Torah from his mouth, because he is

an angel of Hashem Tzeva-os.”

Here we see that Torah learning, too, grants
this awesome quality of being like a malach. Let’s
say a Jew comes home after a hard day’s work,
and he also kept up his regular learning schedule.
If he nevertheless gathers the strength to get up
at night and learn Torah or recite Zehillim, thus
fulfilling the verse 19792 37 *mp — “Arise and
sing at night”® — at that time, his face will truly
burn like a torch, like one of the angels, and he
will bring blessing upon himself, his family and all
the Jewish people. o

4 Vayikra Rabbah 21:12.
5 Malachi 2:7.
6 Eichah 2:19.
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A person should do them and live by them. (Vayikra 18:5)

The Torah tells us to live by the mitzvos. On
the one hand, this teaches us that preservation of
human life supersedes the laws of Shabbos:

One should “live by them,” and not die
by them.!

On the other hand, we see from Jews of
the previous generation who suffered in Nazi
concentration camps and Soviet work camps how
much it pained them to desecrate Shabbos, even
if it was just to stay alive. There were individuals
who went beyond the requirement of Halachah
and put their lives on the line for Shabbos
observance.

We will not discuss here how much beyond the
requirement of Halachah one is permitted to go
in such cases, but we do see that mesirus nefesh for
Shabbos observance seems to be something special

and praiseworthy.

There are three cardinal sins that one must rather
die than transgress. Similarly, in a time of shemad, if
an attempt is made to force Jews to abandon their
religion, they must die rather than commit any sin in
public, so as not to desecrate Hashem's Name. This is
because a Jew’s very soul depends on these matters,
and we can’t save our soul by cutting off our soul.
It would be like someone
who fell into a pot on the
fire, and “saved” himself

by jumping out of the

1 Yoma 85a.

pot and into the fire. A Jewish soul can’t be saved by
doing severe sins that cut off the soul.

This is how those righteous Jews felt when
they were forced to desecrate Shabbos. Because
Shabbos is our very connection with Hashem, our
very attachment to the Source of life. Even though
Halachah does not require giving up one’s life for
Shabbos observance, those tzaddikim felt that if
they have to break Shabbos, even if it will save their
soul, it would be better to give their soul back to
its Creator for the sake of Shabbos kodesh, our most
precious spiritual possession.

However, this does not apply in cases of illness
and so forth. If one is ill enough that Halachah
permits breaking Shabbos, according to all views
it is a big aveirah to refrain from doing so. On
the contrary, even if the danger to life is relatively
remote, one must be very careful to

do whatever is necessary for the

sake of pikuach nefesh.

What we do learn

from these stories of
tzaddikim in the
past generation is
how very
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important it is to keep Shabbos, especially in tough

moments, such as when guests are on their way and
it is very embarrassing that something important
will be missing from the table, thus tempting the
host to be lenient about matters that he normally

would not consider doing.

The #nisayon could also present itself in
matters pertaining to speech, such as talking
about business on Shabbos. A person might hear
an important piece of information affecting his
financial matters and feel a burning desire to
discuss it with someone. All these are formidable

nisyonos.

The Chazon Ish wrote something that can be
applied to our topic:

There is a story about a certain Torah-
observant individual of this type. A
prominent guest came to his town, and
the Torah-observant individual asked
him to come and visit him at home.
The guest promised to come for a visit
on Shabbos night. The Torah-observant
individual was very happy about this
promise because it was an honor and a

pleasure for him.

What did the Satan do? He made the
Torah-observant individual forget to add
kerosine to his lamp, and he lit the lamp
before Shabbos with the small amount of

kerosine remaining from Thursday night.

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

And it was a Shabbos night in the winter
[when the nights are very long]. The guest
didn’t come yet, and the lamp started to

die out.

The Torah-observant individual was
unable to bear the shame of the guest
coming and finding him sitting in the
dark, so he added kerosine to the lamp on
Shabbos.>

In this story of the Chazon Ish, it was truly a
big nisayon that required a lot of dedication to
pass, because Chazal say that undergoing serious

embarrassment is almost like dying.

However, most Torah-observant

people
nowadays probably would not perform a Biblically
forbidden form of work in order to save themselves
from such an embarrassment. Nevertheless, we
still need a lot of self-strengthening when it comes
to matters that we are unsure whether they are

forbidden, or the issur involved is not so severe.

In such moments we should recall those
tzaddikim of the past generation who willingly
went through a Gebinom of fire and ice rather than
desecrate Shabbos kodesh in any way. This is because
chilul Shabbos uproots a Jew from the Source of life.
And mesirus nefesh for Sabbath observance attaches
aJew to the Source of life and the Source of blessing,

forever. ®

3CH QT

2 Sefer Emunah v’Bitachon ch. 4.
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