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For a Pair of Shoes

Rav Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor, the Rav of Kovno, grew up in abject poverty. He was so poor, to the extent that one
winter his shoes became so worn out that he could not wear them any longer. He decided to go to the local shoe
factory, which was owned by a wealthy Jew, to ask if he could possibly have a pair of shoes that were irregular, and
could not be sold. He borrowed a pair of shoes from a friend in order to make the cold walk to the factory.

He arrived, stated his request, and was shocked by the disrespectful response of the factory owner. “I see you are
a yeshivah student. You look to me like you are strong and healthy, and | will absolutely not give you a free pair of
shoes! You should go out and get a job to earn a living, so that you can buy a pair of shoes yourself. | don’t support

1”7

lazy people

Without any choice, Rav Yitzchak Elchanan left, dejected and humiliated. He returned home and davened to
Hashem to help him, to allow him to continue learning Torah. A few days later, one of the students in the yeshivah
came to Rav Yitzchak Elchanan with a complete outfit of used clothing, including a pair of shoes. The boy told him,
“You know that | am getting married, and | purchased a new outfit for the wedding. Please take my old clothing so
that you can continue learning.”

A number of years went by, and Rav Yitzchak Elchanan soon became one of the leading Torah luminaries of his
generation. One day, Czar Nikolai issued a terrible decree against the Jews, and the communities decided to send
two distinguished representatives to intercede on their behalf before the Czar. They sent Rav Yitzchak Elchanan
and the wealthy owner of the shoe factory. When they arrived at the Capitol, they had to wait a few days for the
Czar to give them an appointment. When their meeting finally took place, the Czar was so impressed by Rav
Yitzchak Elchanan’s holy appearance and demeanor, that he nullified the decree. He then asked the wealthy Jew
to leave the room, so that he could have a conversation with the Rav in private. The Jew had no alternative but to
leave.

After a few hours, the doors opened, and the Rav walked out accompanied by the Czar. As they were walking down
the steps of the palace, the wealthy Jew asked the Czar, “What impressed the Czar most about our Rav?” The Czar
responded, “I sense that his wisdom is like that of a Heavenly Angel, and everything he says is as if it emanates
from a holy source.”

As they were returning back home, the wealthy man requested of Rav Yitzchak Elchanan, “Rebbe, let us make a
Yissacher/Zevulun partnership. | will give you half my assets, and you will grant me half the reward of your Torah
learning.” Rav Yitzchak Elchanan said, “l am sorry, you are too late. | can’t make a business deal for what has already
occurred. It must be arranged prior to the Torah study. | must tell you, though, that years ago you could have
accumulated much more in exchange for a simple pair of shoes, than you can today with all of your wealth.
Regrettably, now it is too late.”

The best time to learn and support Torah is when the opportunity presents itself and not push it off, because the
opportunity may not be there again in the future!
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Taam Shel Gehinnom

A talmid who was learning in the famous Ponevezh Yeshivah met his venerable Rosh Yeshivah Rav Shach zt”/
one Sunday morning and Rav Shach told him that yesterday, on Shabbos, he tasted the taam of gehinom!

Upon a request to elaborate the gadol hador explained as follows:

In those days — before the days of Shabbos generators, the Rosh Yeshivah’s apartment was lit with a gas lamp
hanging from the ceiling. On leil Shabbos he was busy learning and the lamp began to dim — but the Rosh Yeshivah
was in the middle of Sanhedrin daf chof aleph! In order to continue learning Rav Shach cleared his table from
seforim, picked up his heavy gemara and stood on the table holding his gemara closer to the lamp in order to
continue to learn!

Some minutes later he had just learned the kushye of Tosfos and was up to ‘veyesh loimar’ and the lamp
extinguished! That, according to Rav Shach, was gehinom in this world — so much tzaar and agmas nefesh!

Losing Track of Time

Rav Dov Beirish Weidenfeld zt"l, the Tchebiner Rav, loved to learn Torah. Once a man knocked on his door and
wanted to ask a question about halacha. Rav Dov Beirish was busy learning. He looked up for a moment to answer
the question.

After he had answered the question he asked the man why he had to come in middle of the night to ask the
guestion. Why couldn’t he wait until the morning?

The man said, “l am sorry, but | don’t know what the Rav means - it IS already the morning!”

Rav Weidenfeld looked at the clock and saw it was already 7:00 a.m. He was so engrossed in his learning that
he didn’t even realize that the whole night had passed!

Beware of the "Camera"

The producer at a television station was looking for ways to spice up his network. He came up with an idea to
create a “reality show” that was aired live with the aim of entrapping and shaming scammers - real-life workers
who took advantage of and cheated innocent victims.

A hidden camera was hooked up in an apartment and random plumbers were called in to fix a non-existent leak in
the kitchen sink of some defenseless elderly woman. One plumber after another was caught on film ratcheting up
the problem, and the price. Each worker who came invented issues in order to charge the woman a hefty sum.

The producer then called a Jewish plumber, a chassidishe fellow from a local company. The program was working
out even better than they planned. But this time, the plumber was filmed telling the lady there was absolutely
nothing wrong with her sink. Maybe there was a loose-fitting pipe about which he expressed his willingness to
adjust for no cost!
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The camera crew who was filming the entire scene was amazed at the honesty of the Jewish plumber. They asked
him if he suspected that he was on camera, and that’s why he behaved with honesty. He calmly and correctly
replied, “Of course! The camera - in Heaven - is always on!”

Speaking French

Rav David Luria, zt”l, the Radal, was a brilliant talmid chacham and had a full command of kol haTorah kulah, the
entire Torah. He was also well-versed in various other subjects as well, and he was proficient in several languages,
including French.

Once, a group of his adversaries came up with false charges against him and reported him to the government,
claiming that he was rebellious against the Czar. He was soon arrested and imprisoned in jail. A few days later, he
was called to appear before a group of government officials, in order to confirm the charges against him.

When the interrogation began, the officials spoke amongst themselves in French, thinking that this Rabbi would
surely have no idea what they were saying. However, when the Radal heard them talking, he moved away to the
side.

When the Chief Minister saw this, he angrily said to him, “How dare you move away! Why are you not remaining

1

in the place we have put you?

Rav Dovid answered in French, “Your honor, | am sorry, but | noticed that the officials were speaking together in
French, thinking that | did not understand them. However, as you can see, | am quite fluent in French. | could not
stand there and listen to their conversation while they thought that | didn’t understand what they were saying.
That would be deceiving them, and it would not be proper. Therefore, | moved away to the side.”

The officials were quite taken with Rav David’s integrity, and they saw that he was someone that would never
compromise himself by being untruthful. As a result, he found favor in their eyes, and he was cleared of all the
charges leveled against him!
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1. How is it possible for three mnaw to fall out on one day?

2. Which w5 in this week’s nw19 is said twice - each time teaching us a
different moON?

3. Which unusual word is used regarding Yay, and is also used to start one of
the naw mym?

4. When is the number 50 mentioned in 9na nv19?
a. List 11 other places in the "7/ where the number 50 is mentioned.’

5. Based on this week’s nwn9, explain the following series of numbers:
7,8,9.

6. What Y in this week’s nw99 has an effect on 7195 0y davening?

7. He and | are identical in our calculation,
However we differ in the units of our calculation,
This week’s nwn9 is the only time | am mentioned in the N1,
Who am I? Who is he?

8. | have more than one name,
| am not great in stature but | was given a great honor,
At the time of my honor, | was a great n>ov,
| have a connection to one of the o210 D9,
From my placement in this week’s Nv19 a great 1Yo is learned,
Who am I?

1 The answers are connected to each of the following:
1) M 2) onMax 3)m 4) AV oY 5) Aoip 6) Dwn 7)3own 8-9) poxiy 10) oY 11) pn nnndn




Answers

1. nav, MN95 oY and NVIHY.

2. MN &Y —The first time is the 719N of PN NN (overcharging), the second time is the
9N of ©27 NN (causing pain with words).

3. M7
4. Y51y
a. 1) nannam 8) The 7y of an adult male.
2) The op>18 o>wnn of 9) The 77 of a field is based
DNYAN'S NaN. on 50 Ypw per amin.

3) ownn v 10) o»Y worked and were
4) myav counted until the age 50.
5) Payment by nnamy onx 11) o>wnnn TN by
6) YoWNN %N 2NN PR NN was given to
7) Younn Y 0P NNYY the onY

5. The seventh year of nv»v will bring N572 to the eighth and ninth year.

6. DY MNNYNY DIXINI NNN XY NOWN JaN (The MON of bowing to 'n directly on the
stone)

7. Who amI1? Y2 Who is he? hvmnvw

8. Next week....

Last week’s Riddle:
He and | are identical words but with different niTipa,

| am a reason a person can’t sacrifice a |2, - | am a nn that disqualifies a |n2
He is a |2,

We are both mentioned in this week’s nwna.

Who am I? Who is he? - NoAa (lame) and ND9

SR 12 NI IR w1970
NUND NN N2 TV NIV
7Y 2APY TYT N2 N2 NI YYD
9% 3191 TONON 12 TIT PN
For questions, to subscribe or to submit your own 79X, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMMY MO YO
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RIDDLES

How many numw years are there in a set of 7 years?

It depends. When we listen to Hashem, 1. When we don’t, we will have to let the land rest every other year so
that it can produce crops, resulting in 4 “humw” years: rest, work, rest, work, rest, work, nomw. (’s xn7'on
""a"> proown)

How many places in the Torah can you hame where the number 7 is significant?
e MV
nu'nY
7arr after 7 nunw cycles.
7 days of noo and nidiIo (kn"MIXTN).
7 weeks of /myn navo.
nnNNax made a treaty with 1'2nax using 7 sheep.
ny72a, with wisdom, made 7 ninam.
The word “nyinw” — “swear” — is derived from the word “nyaw.” (7"w 1300 19021 ™)
Certain xnv people experience 7 days of nxniv, or achieving nano.
nI7ax
The 1"n> sprinkled o1 downwards 7 times on 119> or'.
7 nim of the nim.
7 0w ('ro1'xpIL oM RNt N7 nuMmwn "'oY NnTENa T ")
7 generations from nTx to Jin.
7 generations from nnax to nwn. (1"v1 ninw w"ip'?)
7 N1 2 nixn.
7 days of 7aon to observe a nyx ya.
7 sprinklings on a yax¥n to achieve nanv.
The |n> sprinkled oil 7 times to achieve nanv for a yaxn. (I'm sure there are more!)

What does “2a1”” mean?
e “yo1v,” in reference to the 191w which was blown on 1193 nr* during the 50" year. (" "> "wn)
e  “Moving” (such as in the word “an”), in reference to the widespread “moving around” experienced
during the return of people and fields. (haT j7nyn)

How many ni7a apply ONLY during periods when we observe the counting of 2a1'?

e M1y TaV.
The nix%7n regarding selling houses in a walled city.
The nid'7n regarding donating the value of a field to the wTpnn na.
The nix%n regarding selling a field received from one’s ancestors.
We accept a awin 12 (a non-dew who accepts some niixn, but does not convert).
nu'MY is XxN'MIXT, both regarding working the land, and the forgiving of loans. ( w1 ,%"w q1ann 190
D'70192)

Why don’t we count 721 nowadays?
The 7109 says to announce freedom during 7ar* to “naawrr 93” (all of the land’s dwellers), which can only occur
when 7xw' 11 are settled in 78w yax, with each vaw in its designated area. (:2™7 |'>W)

How could having good crops be dangerous?
Other nations may want to attack us and steal them. Thus, Hashem promises, “If you keep the nnxn, I'll give
you good crops AND you'll be secure.” (0" n"> N"NIX)




On which 2 n'a1v o' do we celebrate the conclusion of a period during which people passed away?
e nya21"7 —the o'mnn of Xa'jpy 0. (2 a"¥n N"IK)
e 21xa1"v —the generation which died in the 7aTn. (X"an2a w"y)

JUST CURIOUS

Did the v Thao literally count, out loud, the years of the a1 cycle, or were they merely required to keep
track of what year we were up to?
e Some hold that they would count each year of the numw cycle, keeping track of the individual year, as

well as what number numw it was in the a1 cycle, like we count the days and weeks of 1yn naroo.
(7"w 7N 190) They would make a n>13, “Numwn W NIDO y...nwWTE TWK,” or, “7arn 1w n'so 7,”
and then count, for example, “x mwi '® yiaw pnw ,721'7 Duw mmw oirn.” (190 "wi,"a 02 0"Im? T'aKn
1"7w 1Nn)
Others are unsure if they counted and made a n>12, or just kept track of the year. (,:n"o ninmn 'on
"0 2" "ann)

Assuming the "7 Thio generally counted the years of 7arr with a n>1a, if they missed a year, would they
keep counting without a n>1a?

Since the requirement of “nmmn,” which indicates a complete counting, is only expressed regarding n1'o0
nyn, but not regarding 7ar, it would seem that they could continue counting in the following years with a n>1a.
Hopefully n'wn will come soon, and we’ll find out. (‘% 7"w n"1n)

There is a nixn to blow 191w on the "19> ni* of 2a1' to announce that slaves go free. Why doesn’t any
other nixn have such an “alarm” (for example, “It’s time to burn your ynn!”’)?

It is very difficult for a master to free his slave, who has worked for him for almost 50 years. Likewise, a slave
often struggles when leaving his caring master. We blow the 191w to announce, “We know this is tough, but be
aware that everyone else is doing the same thing right now,” which makes the experience easier. ( 113N 190
N"7v)

The 221" year began on mxwn wx, but the "91w which signaled the slaves’ freedom was only blown 10
days later on 19> nri'. What did the slaves do in between?

They stayed in their owners’ homes without working. Instead, they ate, drank, and rejoiced. ( nu'mw "0 p"ann
T )

During 7ar', we announce freedom for “ALL dwellers of the land.” (" n">) Isn’t this relevant only for
slaves?

o The owner is also the “slave” of the slave. For example, if there is one pillow, it goes to the slave. When
the slave goes free, the master is also “freed.” (nNIN'7 DITN)

e Since we are supposed to be n'an oy 71va xwi and feel the suffering of others, as long as ANY Tay
M2y remains, no one feels totally free. (31N 1n"7x " |n7wn)

702 nw1o contains the n1ox of Imn nxaix (cheating someone monetarily) (7" 2">) and nmaT nnxax
(hurting someone with speech) ("' n">). Which is worse, and why?

DT NNAIX is worse, for it directly affects the victim himself, cannot simply be repaid, and regarding this q10x
the Torah expresses the extra warning, “Fear Hashem.” (:n"1 n"a)

Does the n10x of n'aT nxaix apply to one’s family members?
Yes, including children, unless very necessary when offering redirection. Nonetheless, one who speaks gently
to his family members and avoids paining them, will find life, blessing, and honor. (n"7w 110N 190)




After commanding us to help those who are in financial distress, and telling us not to lend money with
nan, the Torah concludes, “n'p''x"% D27 NI'a%...0M¥N YIXN DONX MMRXIN YW D'P7X "D X7 (0™ ™) How
does this mention of n'1¥xn nx'x' encourage us to help others in their time of need?

The goal of nxn nx'x' was for ALL of 7w 12 to serve Hashem. Our communal financial interactions must
contribute towards this goal, and if some are unable to participate in our national mission due to financial
struggles, we are all obligated to help them, and thereby alleviate their impediment. (111190)

We aren’t allowed to make an nay 1ay perform 71 nTiay, such as unnecessary work. Even if HE
doesn’t realize he’s wasting his time, “y'p'xn nx11” — Hashem knows. (1"n a"> "wn) If the T2y doesn’t
know, and doesn’t get upset, why is it so bad?

Being kind to an may Tay reinforces one’s awareness that 7x1w' 12 are the most honorable nation, and brings
one to love his people and the Torah. It should also force one to realize that just as this slave was sold due to
financial difficulty, the same fate could await one’s own family, if they do nin'ay. Additionally, respecting the
Ty helps one develop into a merciful Ton 7ya. (n"Tw 1NN 190)

Does the n10x of 709 nTiay apply to hired workers, who aren’t slaves?

Technically not, but one should apply the attitude gleaned from this nixn when dealing with anyone less
fortunate, because wealth and financial difficulty are constantly revolving: Hashem gives a person money for
exactly as long as He desires, and not a moment longer. Even if one has money stored away, or owns many
properties, ninay can cause it to be lost I"n. (n"nw 1IN 190)

IN YOUR OPINION

What'’s your favorite snack? Imagine that you bring it to school, and you see someone walk over to
your bag, unzip it, take out your snack, and start eating it. What would you do?

Farmers who keep nu'w are mighty “n> miaa,” because they must watch people enter their fields and take
their crops without responding. ("X 'R X' KnININ)

How would you feel about returning a field to its original owner in 7ar, after working it, and mastering
its productivity, for almost 50 years? How would you feel if you were the person finally getting it back?
The person returning it will likely struggle, and the original owner, who is returning to his land after decades of
anticipation, may arrogantly feel, “Ha! See! | got it back!” Therefore Hashem chose 7a1' as the perfect moment
of transition: the experience of the “returner” is calmed by the fact that he anyway couldn’t harvest in the
previous year (year 49 — numuw), nor in the upcoming year (7a1'), and when the original owner finally “wins” his
field back, he must immediately admit that it's Hashem’s, because he can’t even work it until after a year of
7ar! (" 2" nn% naTx)

Let’s say you are put in charge of giving out raffle tickets during a program. Is it hard to give away all
of those tickets, instead of keeping them? What about giving njz1x? If there is a difference, why?

One will likely experience difficulty when returning “his” field to its original owner during 7ar'. Therefore,
Hashem reminds us, “The land is Mine,” and it was never actually “yours.” (2> n"> ""wn)

If you see someone do something embarrassing, what’s the best way to interact with him right
afterwards? Should you ignore it and pretend it never happened? Should you say something like,
“Don’t worry, it happens to everyone”?

It must have been uncomfortable for an yx11 nay Ty to return to his community upon the arrival of 7ar, after
being subservient to a master for a number of decades. The Torah tells us that he should return to “irnax nrnx”
— to the honor of his ancestors — and we should not mock him regarding his experience. (x"'n n"> "wN)

What would you prefer: someone hurt you with words, or damage your property?
We must be very careful to not hurt anyone verbally, because that pain is very hard for people to bear, and
many find it more upsetting than financial loss. (n"?w 110N 190)
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In introduction, the sense of “having been insulted” can change with a shift in
perspective. As we know, people are different. There are people who become encouraged
by insults. If they, for example, say a 770 %»°vw and get yelled at for it, they take it as a
compliment. They focus on the fact that the fellow could have just ignored the P vw
7n. If he took the energy to yell about it, the shtikel must mean something to him. Some
people, however, become discouraged from adversity.

Truthfully, it’s not worth it to be insulted by people. It is good for n1793, and that’s very
positive. Hashem is saving you from all sorts of issues since you already had the pain of
being insulted. You also have a major 727277 113 for being insulted and not answering back.
Though we would like to aim for 17m©°2 in Hashem and the w517 nmin that it brings.
Instead of getting insulted, maybe you can hear objectively what’s being said. maybe
there’s something worthwhile. Sometimes you can’t listen objectively to what’s being
said. My Rav once said that Hashem created us with two ears so that things can go in one
ear and out the other. Bear in mind, when people voice negativity it reflects on them, not
on you. Maybe they are going through a hard time. Maybe it’s just a bad mood, who says
he even means you? The mood will pass. By listening to someone who is obviously in
pain you are doing a 701 and helping lift his spirits. Hopefully, he’ll come home with a
smile and cheer up the people he meets, all in your n1or1.

The 77 of not being sensitive actually has a name. The 0790 call in "aYH3 n). The
'M12257 N2 790 tells us about a 7°or who asked his friend if he reached the 73777 of
mnwn, and the friend answered that he’s not at that 73>771 yet. So, the 7°011 went on the
encourage him to keep on striving, it’s the ni7vaga N°920) 07000 NIATHAY 7315y, so it’s a
worthwhile challenge.

Some 0°>7% who work on this 77 eventually can’t get enough M 1a. They start really
appreciating it, they say n111°12 is great stuff! awsn n71va we will see lots of great stories
like that.

If we examine what causes us to feel insulted, I think we will find an interesting thing.
Consider the following: You’re taking a walk and a bird flies overhead and leaves a

1'a 1o nwynn T

1]A Life of Truth



dropping on your hat. Oy Vey! Not so geshmak! 1t’s kind of annoying and disgusting - but
it isn’t embarrassing.

There is a story about a yid who was traveling on the lower level of a boat. A rich poritz
came over to this yid and out of his great disgust for a Jew, he relieved himself over him.
What terrible abuse! This yid, however, said that that was his happiest day- since he
realized that he finally “made it!” He didn’t feel embarrassed!

The simple fact that we’re yidden is the greatest distinction possible. There is a story that
Rabbi Avigdor Miller 2"¢1 would tell that illustrates this point beautifully. Sir Moses
Montefiore, who lived for over a hundred years from the times of Rav Akiva Eiger "7
through the times of Rav Yisroel Salanter "1, was a real Jewish hero. He came from a
prestigious family, and he married a Rothschild. By the age of forty he had become
extremely wealthy and politically powerful. From then on, he spent his time saving
yidden from the different m7°12 of that difficult time, like the Damascus blood liable and
the Cantonist decrees in Russia. He carried many prestigious titles such as “Lord” in
England, and when he traveled, he was accompanied by guards. His carriage had a slogan
on it that advertised his pride of being a Jew.

On one of his trips, a young Polish peasant seeing the honor that this Jew was receiving,
announced in disgust and ridicule, “Jew!” Upon hearing this, Sir Moses ordered his
driver to stop and sent his guards to grab the boy. The peasant was scared to death but he
wasn’t able to evade the guards. When he was brought to the great lord shaking like a
leaf, thinking who knows what would be with him, Montefiore reached into his pocket and
presented the kid with a valuable coin. He announced with pride, “I bear many
prestigious titles, but this boy called me by my most distinguished one, therefore he
deserves this coin!”

What a beautiful story! We have to believe it! It’s true! XW> 72v5 °n - there’s no one like
the yidden! When a yid realizes who he is it becomes easier to acquire the N1\nw:an N7,

230 WY 112 T P 899, and my father X"09W’s sefer Pathways to Perfection 1M2a7 N, pg. 66
MIYA Py A1 A" "2 P79 7727 0 — The primary aspect of anava

2|A Life of Truth
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Ayin Tovah Introduction

Mrs. Tehillah Gailer

732-301-4043 opt 2-1-1-67
Some people are naturally blessed with a nature to only see good in everyone. For them, ayin
tovah is not even a nisayon. Rav Pam once said that his mother simply could not understand
how shemiras halashon is a struggle! But for most of us it's a middah that needs to be worked
on. Every person has a chelek behami, and part of that natural instinct is to find and focus on
the negative aspects in other people, in themselves, and in their situation. And some people
are by nature gloomy and pessimistic.

So, the first step in achieving an ayin tovah and focusing on the positive is to remember that
this is a choice. | am a ba’alas bechirah, and | can make the choice.

The Chazon Ish summarizes all avodas hamiddos with one negative middah and one positive
middah:

The only negative middah is letting life and nature continue running its natural
course.

The only positive middah is working on subjugating your natural instincts and taavos
to your sechel and yetzer tov.

The middah tovah is to fight instinct; the middah ra’ah is to go along with your baser natural
feelings.

Sometimes, people excuse themselves by saying “this is my nature and there’s nothing | can
do about it.” But their hashkafas hachaim is essentially flawed! Recognizing their natural
inclinations is imperative, but saying “there’s nothing | can do about it?” There is no such
thing. Our job is to do something about it!

The Gr”a teaches that the only reason we are alive is to break our bad middos and to
subjugate our will to Hashem’s will. And if not, for what do we need life?

Similarly, R" Elimelech of Lizhensk says that someone comes to this world to break their tevah.
He advises that for forty days, one should consistently try to do the opposite of their
immediate, instinctive reaction. Habit rules over a person. But when you consistently attempt
to break your nature, Hakadosh Boruch Hu will help you break your habits, and your sechel
and yetzer tov will rule over your nature, emotions, and prior habits.

Human nature is to see and notice the negative. Throughout our day there are so many
circumstances, both positive and negative. But the events that are prominent and need to be
dealt with tend to be harder and painful, so those are the things we tend to focus on.
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But it is possible to decide to be a person who sees good.
And when we decide to work against our nature, Hashem promises to help; as Rabbeinu
Yonah writes:

Yaazor Hashem lashavim kaasher ain yad tiva’m maseges.

When someone does teshuvah - and this applies to anyone who is working on becoming
better in any area -Hashem helps them. We cannot even comprehend the degree of siyata
dishmaya that they will merit once they start!

When we decide to choose to focus on the positive, we commit to becoming pillars of
strength in our family. We want to be positive; we want to be energized and connected and
overflowing with energy. We want our positivity to overflow into the rest of the house and
affect the entire family. Once we start with a perspective of optimism and positivity, we will
attract further tov in our life: Hatov yidabek batov. Our job is to be a kli for tov. We should
seek out the tov and notice the tov. And then the tov will be attracted to us. In a similar vein,
R’ Avigdor Miller tells us that a positive lie - for example a false compliment or encouraging
statement — will have better effects than a negative truth.

Sometimes we go through life events that can be very difficult and denying that reality is not
helpful. But Dovid Hamelech tells us the correct perspective on life’s difficulties:

Im amarti matah ragli - when | say that I'm about to fall, then,
Chasdecha Hashem yis’adeini - focusing on the chessed of Hashem will support me.

When there is something negative, | choose to have an ayin tovah and look at the chessed of
Hashem.

Imagine you’re having a tough morning —it's raining, and your kids won’t go to school nicely.
Tutoring to be arranged, there’s an issue with the bank, and your diet flopped before it even
started this morning.... and in middle of everything you get a call that you just won two million
dollars in the lottery. All of a sudden, your bad mood disappears. Why? None of the problems
have been resolved! Because when you feel like you HAVE, then you can HANDLE.

And we know that with our emunah that we do have. We can handle whatever Hashem hands
to us with an attitude of “ur’eh b’tuv” seeing the good.



Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

TPNIR NVI9

Week #417 Hi Ch@g Shabb@S
— initiative —

Is it permissible for a woman to wear a necklace concealed under her
clothing?

, One should not wear a necklace under one’s clothing when walking in a Reshus
Harabim (public domain) because if the necklace is not visible, it does not serve any
function and is not the way a necklace is typically worn. It therefore may be
considered carrying. One should be careful when getting dressed to ensure that the
necklace remains visible on top of the clothing.

If one is wearing a shirt and a sweater, and the necklace is lying on top of the shirt
but is at times covered by the sweater, or if the necklace is covered by a coat, it may
be worn outside.

Is it permissible to go outside an eruv with a tissue underneath a watch or
ring (i.e. to make the watch or ring fit more tightly)?

Wearing a tissue beneath a watch or a ring is prohibited.

Is it permissible to wear cufflinks outside if they are not actually closing the
cuffs?

It is questionable whether cufflinks may be worn in this manner since they are not
serving any function and are not usually worn in this manner. Therefore, it is
possible that they are considered being “carried” rather than being “worn.”

Is it permissible to wear a gold or silver key as a tie clip?
It is permissible to wear a gold or silver key as an ornament such as a tie clip.

Note: When this type of key is used to unlock a door that opens directly to the
! street (there is no enclosed front yard), one must be aware of two points:
' - 1. Ifthe door opens inward, the key should be removed from the key hole

! before the door is actually pushed opened. Additionally, it should be

: replaced on the wearer’s garment as an ornament and not carried into the

5 house.

' 2.  Ifthe depth of the door post is 4 tefachim (12”-16") or greater, the wearer

,' must be standing within the depth of the doorpost before removing the key
‘ from his garment to unlock the door.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

My five year old’s hair looks a bit unruly and | wanted to touch it up with a comb. May | do that on
naw?

QUESTION 2

Am | allowed to fix up my Shaitel with a brush on naw?

My daughter wants to take out her ponytail before she goes to bed, however it may pull out hairs.
Could she do that?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

The baby has a diaper rash. Can | put cream on even though it's naw?

Answer: Spreading out a cream that is a thick substance (like Desitin etc.) is the NnINN [N NdN7N of
jnnn. Even spreading out thinner creams is not allowed [p27TN. The best idea would be to put the
cream on the baby without spreading, and put the diaper over it. Even though the cream may
spread by such an action, it possibly can be considered done without intention, and it also would
be considered a ''w. Although many hold a n1INN N NDN'7N can’t be done even with a '1'W even for
a N7IN, one could rely on the D"?'Pn in this case where there is no other practical solution.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

The warm bottle for the baby sat around for a while and cooled down, and | would like to warm it
up. Can I fill up a bowl of water from the urn and put the bottle into the hot water?

Answer: Submerging a '"72 in a bowl of hot water to heat it up would constitute ninon, but
according to the 'X-2"11 X"M it is only a problem if the bottle were to be totally submerged. As long
as the top of the bottle is out of the water, even if the liquid in the bottle is totally under the water
level, it may be done.

QUESTION 3

What's the N27n with baby wipes? Are they allowed to be used on naw?

Answer: A loaded question. The 1I0'N of NO'ND is to squeeze out a liquid that is absorbed in a cloth.
Baby wipes would seem to be a prime example of Nn0'ND, as the liquid absorbed in the wipe gets
extracted when cleaning the baby. There are those that advise to use an especially saturated wipe,
as the liquid on the surface is enough to clean the child even without the absorbed liquid. This
seems hard to understand, as many times the absorbed liquid does help in hard-to-clean spots,
and even if not needed it would at best be a "7 NDI'N X7T NWM P'DD when being squeezed, which is
[2277Tn IoX. Others like to use wipes that have very little liquid absorbed, marketed as “Shabbos
Wipes”. One would still have to be careful not to push too hard, as they seem to have some wetness
to them, and pushing hard could still be Nno'ND. This is especially difficult in hard-to-clean areas since
these wipes don't clean so well. One should use a few wipes at a time in order not to come to
sgueezing.

There are those that are 7'pn totally on wipes. This is based on an 'V-2 nWN NINANY that is discussing
if one can wet a paper towel and clean up a table with it. nwn Y makes a seemingly incredible
statement that paper towels don’t absorb, and therefore there is no NN JID'N of NO'ND. They explain
this to mean that paper doesn't really absorb, but traps the water between the fibers, as opposed
to cloth that actually absorbs the water. Based on this they allow one to squeeze wipes. Although
NN " writes that even if it doesn’'t absorb it should be 227N 1ION just like hair which one can't
squeeze even though it doesn’t absorb, NnwWn " writes that since one’s intention is not to squeeze
and it isn't the 0T to do so, it is allowed. The D"7'7n use the same point to allow wipes.

Although there is definitely some validity to this argument, it is hard to extend the words of nwn "
to a different case when his reasoning is not so clear. This is especially true about wipes that
seemingly have many types of material in them, including cotton which could absorb. Additionally,
many times one is |IIDN to squeeze the wipes, which even according to nWnN M is at least 22770 1IOX.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'’tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Shlomo Hamelech and
Ashmedai

This story is from the Gemara in Gittin, daf 68a

When Shlomo Hamelech wanted to build the Bais
Hamikdash, he ran into a problem. The Halacha
is that the stones used to build the Bais
Hamikdash may not be cut using a metal blade,
but it was impossible to build the Bais Hamikdash
without cutting through the massive stones. He
turned to the chachamim for assistance.

“Moshe Rabbeinu had the same problem,” the
chachamim informed him. “And he used the
shamir, a specific creeping worm, to cut the stone.

The shamir is an incredible creature that, by
crawling on a stone, it causes it to crack.”

“Where can [ find the shamir?” Shlomo
Hamelech asked them.

“We don’t know where to find it, but we do have
a clue that can lead you there,” the chachamim
responded. “Sheidim know exactly where to find
the shamir, but you will need to pull it out of
them. The way to do that is to capture both a male
and female sheid and to tie them up together.
Don’t let them free until they tell you the secret.”

The concept of sheidim is complex and intriguing,
and perhaps we will cover it in more detail a
different time. In short, a sheid is a being that has
three human characteristics and three
characteristics of an angel.

Shlomo Hamelech was the smartest living person,
and he knew how to find and capture sheidim.
Following the chachamim’s advice, he captured a
male and female sheid and bound them together.
They begged him to set them free, but he refused
until they revealed to him where he could find a
shamir to use to cut the stones for the Bais
Hamikdash.

“We don’t know where it is!” they insisted loudly.
“We have no idea where to find the shamir!”

But he persisted in keeping them tied together and
soon they gave him a lead. “We know that
Ashmedai, the king of sheidim, has knowledge of
where the shamir 1s.”

“How can I get hold of Ashmedai?” Shlomo
asked them.

“We can’t tell you how to capture him,” the
sheidim responded. “But we can tell you his
schedule so that you can try to meet up with him.
Every day, Ashmedai goes up to the Mesivta
d’Rakia, to the heavenly bais medrah, where



Hashem learns with the souls of tzaddikim. When
the shiur is over, he goes down to the Mesivta
d Aretz and learns Torah down on earth.

“And then, after learning so much both up there
and down here, Ashmedai gets very, very thirsty.
He has a huge pit, which he keeps locked, that he
drinks from. When he returns from learning, he
first checks to see if anyone picked his lock and
entered his private drinking spot. Then he opens
it, drinks his fill, and locks it up again.”

“Where is the drinking pit?”” Shlomo asked them,
and the sheidim gave him precise directions.

Shlomo Hamelech tasked his general, Benayahau
ben Yehoyada with capturing Ashmedai. He
armed him with wool, many barrels of wine, a big
necklace with the shem Hashem written in
seventy-two osiyos, and sent him off to
Ashmedai’s drinking pit.

Benayahu ben Yehoyada was somewhat afraid of
meeting the king of the sheidim, but he set out to
do Shlomo’s bidding. He traveled to the pit and
hid up in a tree, waiting. In the middle of the
night, a strong wind blew through the area, and
then he saw the awesome sight of Ashmedai
coming to drink. The sheid king checked the lock
on his pit, opened it, and drank. Moments later, he
was gone.

After Ashmedai left, Benayahu ben Yehoyada
entered the pit and dived down to the bottom. He
dug a hole in the floor of the pit and drained out
all the water. When the pit was completely empty,
he clogged the drain with wool and earth until it
was completely snug. Then he refilled the pit with
not water, but wine. Carefully, he locked the pit
using the same method as Ashmedai and
clambered back up the tree to hide.

Nighttime fell, and Benyahau ben Yehoyada
waited. Finally, Ashmedai appeared. He checked
the lock on his pit, and seemed satisfied that no

one had tampered with it. Thirstily, he opened the
lock and was about to take a drink when he
noticed that the pit was filled with wine!

“am 1o 7R, he murmured in disappointment,
quoting a pasuk in Mishlei. He knew that if he
drank the wine, he would lose control over his
qualities, making himself vulnerable to danger.
But he was unbearably thirsty, and somehow the
water in the pit had changed to wine. Desperate to
alleviate his thirst, he ignored his hesitations and
drank the wine. When he was finally satisfied, the
pit was empty, and the wine he consumed lulled
him into a deep sleep.

Benyahu ben Yehoyada, watching carefully from
between the branches above, swiftly scampered
down the tree. He took the chain with the seventy-
two letters of Hashem’s name and tied it around
Ashmedai’s head. The king of the sheidim was
still asleep, but even when he awoke, he would
not be a danger to Benayahu since the chain
around his neck severely hindered his power.
Shlomo Hamelech’s general was no longer afraid,
and stood by Ashmedai’s side until he woke up.

At last, Ashemedai awoke. He noticed the
burdensome necklace immediately and tried to
tear it off of himself. “Shma d 'marach alach,”
Benayahu ben Yehoyada told him. “The Ribbno
Shel Olam’s name is on your head!”

Hearing his words, Ashmedai understood that he
was powerless against his capturer. As long as the
chain with Hashem’s name was around his neck,
he would not be able to break free of his
imprisonment. Benayahu ben Yehoyada grasped
the chain and the two began walking back toward
Shlomo Hamelech’s palace.

As they walked, they passed a house, and
Ashmedai promptly knocked it down in anger.
They walked past a tree, which Ashmedai also
knocked over. There was another, smaller house



up the road, owned by a widow who grew
frightened when she noticed Ashmedai, a giant,
nearing. “Please don’t break my house!” she
squeaked in fear.

The king of the sheidim was already very close to
the house, and he twisted himself sideways to
avoid knocking it over. Just his shoulder grazed
the side of the house, which remained standing.
But Ashmedai suffered a broken bone and a
twisted back.

They continued walking and before long, they
encountered a blind person who, since he could
not see where he was going, had veered off the
side of the road. Ashmedai picked up the man in
his giant hands and deposited him back onto the
road. Further still, they met another man
stumbling off the road, this time a drunk. Again,
Ashmedai reached for him and placed him back
on the correct path.

Benayahu, accompanying Ashmedai, didn’t
understand much of what he witnessed on their
journey to Shlomo Hamelech, but he didn’t dare
ask what was going on. Instead, he observed the
strange occurrences silently.

Soon, they passed a wedding ceremony, where
throngs of people were dancing around a chassan
and kallah. It was a beautiful, joyous scene, but to
Benayahu’s confusion, Ashmedai started to cry
when he encountered it.

As they walked through town, they walked by the
stall of a cobbler. A customer was in the midst of
putting in an order for a new pair of shoes. “Make
me a pair that will last seven years,” he instructed
the shoemaker. Ashmedai, overhearing his
request, burst out laughing.

Next they saw a man sitting on top of a big box,
using sorcery to predict the future. This, too,
caused Ashmedai to laugh mockingly.

Finally, after a long and interesting journey, the
general and the sheid reached the palace of
Shlomo Hamelech. Ashmedai was placed in a
room to wait for his meeting with the king. As
much as he would have liked to break free of the
palace, he was fettered by the chain around his
neck.

He waited and waited an entire day, and Shlomo
did not appear to see him. “Why didn’t the king
come see me right away?” he complained when
someone came into the room.

“The king couldn’t come today because he drank
too much,” came the explanation.

Ashmedai didn’t respond in words. Instead, he
took one brick and placed it on top of another one.

When it was reported back to Shlomo Hamelech
that Ashmedai had placed one brick on top of
another one, the king, who was the wisest living
person, understood what that meant. “That means
that you should give me more to drink,” he
interpreted.

The following day, Ashmedai waited again in
vain for Shlomo Hamelech to appear. At the end
of the day, he asked again, “Why didn’t the king
come in to see me?”

“The king drank too much,” the servants
responded.

In response, Ashmedai went to the pile of two
bricks and took one off.

“That means I am not allowed to drink anymore,”
Shlomo Hamelech explained when he was told
about the incident.

On the third day, the king finally felt ready to see
Ashmedai. The sheid was summoned to appear
before Shlomo, and he did, wielding a stick that



was four amos long (about eight feet). When he
saw the king, he threw the stick onto the floor.

“Shlomo, Shlomo,” he chided. “You are merely a
mortal. There will come a time when you, too,
will die, and you will not take up more than four
amos in the ground. You captured the entire
world; everything you desire is at your fingertips.
And you weren’t happy until you captured me,
t00?”’

“I didn’t capture you on a whim,” Shlomo
Hamelech told him. “I need you for one thing
only. I want you to tell me where the shamir is.”

“Why do you need the shamir?” Ashmedai
inquired.

“I need it to build the Bais Hamikdash,” Shlomo
explained. “It’s the only way that [ am able to cut
the stones. You know where the shamir is,
Ashmedai. I want you to tell me where it is.”

“But I don’t know where it 1s,” Ashmedai
countered. “I don’t know where the shamiris! But
I will tell you that the Angel of the Seas knows
where the shamir is. And he revealed the secret to
a certain rooster.”

“Why did the rooster need the shamir?” Shlomo
wanted to know.

“This rooster lives on a mountaintop, where little
vegetation grows,” Ashmedai explained. “It uses
the shamir to crack open the mountain slightly,
just enough so that it can plant seeds which he
later can eat from. But you should know that the
rooster will never tell you where the shamir 1s. It
swore, when it learned the secret, that it would not
reveal the secret to anyone.”

When Ashmedai was out of hearing range,
Shlomo Hamelech turned to his trusted general,
Benayahu ben Yehoyada. “Find out where the
rooster lives,” he instructed him. “We know that

the rooster is in contact with the shamir, so if we
find the rooster, then we’ll be able to fool it into
leading us to the shamir.”

Benayahu agreed to set out on the search, but first
he stopped off for a little chat with Ashmedai, to
try to clear up some of the mysteries he’d seen on
the journey to Shlomo’s palace.

“Why did you put the blind person back onto the
correct road?” Benayahu ben Yehoyada asked
Ashmedai.

“Because a bas kol came out saying that the blind
man is a tzaddik, and that anyone who does a
chesed for him will get olam habah,” the sheid
replied.

“So then why did you put the drunk back on the
correct road?” Benayahu wondered. “He’s a
drunk, why did he deserve that favor?”

“Because a bas kol came out and announced that
he is a rasha,” Ashmedai explained. “I wanted
him to use up all his reward in This World so that
he doesn’t get anything in the Next. That’s why I
helped him back onto the correct road.”

“And why were you crying when you saw the
wedding?”

“Because unfortunately, the chassan will die
within thirty days of the wedding,” Ashmedai
said. “And his only brother was just born now. So
the kallah will have to wait thirteen years until the
brother is a halachic adult and can perform
chalitzah for her. What a tragedy!”

“Why did you laugh when the man ordered shoes
that would last him seven years?”

“That man won’t even live for seven more days,
and he wants shoes that will last for seven
years?!” the sheid mused.



“And why did you laugh at the sorcerer who was
predicting the future?”

“Three feet under the spot where the man was
sitting,” Ashmedai confided. “Was a treasure
worth a veritable fortune. He’s telling everyone
what will be in the future, and yet he can’t even
divine that he is sitting on such a treasure! What
a fool!”

Benayahu left Ashemdai in the palace of Shlomo
Hamelech and set out in search of the rooster.
When he discovered the rooster, he spent some
time observing its habits, hoping that would give
him a clue to lead him to the shamir. He watched
as the rooster brought food to its nest to feed its
little chicks, and an idea formed in his mind.

When the rooster left, Benayahu ben Yehoyada
covered the nest with a sheet of glass, placing a
barrier between the rooster and its young. The
rooster would need a way to break the glass in
order to get to the chicks, and it would hopefully
use the shamir to crack the glass.

Sure enough, when the rooster returned to the nest
and discovered the glass, it flew away, returning
shortly thereafter with the shamir in its beak.
Benayahu made a loud noise, startling the rooster,
which then lost grip on the shamir. The shamir
went flying downward, right into the pile of
cotton that the wily general had prepared. He
gathered up the cotton and the precious worm,
while the rooster killed itself in distress.

Mission accomplished, Benayahu returned to
Shlomo Hamelech bearing the shamir, which was
used to cut the stones for the Bais Hamikdash.

Ashmedai, the king of the sheidim, however, was
still trapped in Shlomo Hamelech’s palace, where
the king would consult his wisdom.

One day, Shlomo and Ashmedai were discussing
Torah when Shlomo asked the sheid about

something he’d been trying to understand. “The
pasuk says 1?2 0°777 M9y °3, that Hashem has high
and mighty things that help him. What is this
referring to? What are the high and mighty things
that Hashem has?”

“He has the malachim,” Ashmedai responded.
“And, of course, he has the sheidim.”

“What big things can sheidim do that people
can’t?” Shlomo challenged him.

“If you want to know what sheidim can do,”
Ashmedai said carefully. “Give me that ring you
are wearing, the one with the Shem Hameforash.
And take off this chain around my neck. And then
I’1l show you what sheidim can do.”

Shlomo Hamelech was in somewhat of a
quandary, since taking the chain off of Ashmedai
would mean setting him free to do what he
pleased. However, he really wanted to understand
the pasuk, so with mesiras nefesh, he gave his ring
to Ashmedai and removed the chain.

Without the ring with the Shem Hameforash,
Shlomo was unprotected and Ashmedai, without
the chain around his neck, was unencumbered.
Within seconds, he swallowed Shlomo Hamelech
whole and threw him 1200 miles away. In that
instant, Shlomo lost his entire kingdom, which he
never reclaimed.

Since a sheid has the ability to change itself into
any form, Ashmedai was able to disguise himself
as Shlomo Hamelech. Only his sheid feet
remained as a clue to his true identity, so he took
care to always wear socks. In the guise of Shlomo,
he usurped the throne and all of Shlomo
Hamelech’s possessions, and the true king of the
Jews lost everything.

The question is asked: What did Shlomo
Hamelech do wrong that he deserved to lose his
kingdom to Ashmedai? He captured Ashmedai



for a noble purpose, so that he would be able to
build the Bais Hamikdash. And he only set
Ashmedai free so that he could better understand
a pasuk he was learning!

The answer is that Shlomo Hamelech took the
Shem Hameforash off of his finger. True, he did
it for Torah, but he had merited to have Hashem
on his finger and he took it off! And for that, he
lost everything.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A231A
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/ THE 5ATMAQ REBBE, R’ YOEL, WAS VISTING THE REBBE'S GABRAI HAD TO STEP OUT | |
A SICK CHOSSID WHO WAS HOSPITALIZED... —_”g,,_‘-- .. | TO TAKE CAQE OF AN UIRGENT MATTER.

REB EPHRAIM, CAN
I 6ET YOU WATER TO
WASH? DO YOU MIND IF ||
I TAKE OFF THE FOOD
WRAPPING...

| HE WAS out FOQ A LONG TIN\E

| ON THE WAY HOME.. |

WHAT IS THE

SATMAR REBBE'S
&A88AI DOING

HERE?

I CAME WITH THE
REBBE TO VISIT A
SICK CHOSSID!

REBBE!/ T APOLOGIZE THAT T WAS
OUT FOR SO LONG, 8UT ON MY WAY
BACK TO THE ROOM I HEARD SOMEONE
CALL FOR ME FROM ANOTHER ROOM. 1
WENT INSIDE AND FOUIND A SICK JEW,
HE ASKED...

T
— ;.____‘“"-"“lf-u._-_.

OY! HOW I wWisH
MY REBBE COULD
COME, 8UT HE'S IN
YERUSHOLAYIM.

THE REBBE WAS ALMOST HOME AND THE REBRE FOLIND THE ROOM I'M HERE IN PLACE OF YOUR
HAD A BUSY SCHEDLLE WAITING. OF A GERRER CHOSSID.. [ peace How ADE v For NES CAN

I 6ET YOU WATER TO WASH YOUR
HANDS? THERE IS A BEAUTIFUL PESHAT
FROM THE SEFAS EMES..

THIS IS A BEAUTIFLL
OPPORTLUNITY, THAT NO
ONE ELSE CcOULD DO/

"

I

DRIVER, PLEASE
EXCUSE US, 8UT WE
NEED TO 6O 8ACK TO
THE HOSPITAL.

THE REBRBE STAYED FOR ALMOST AN HOUR AND LEFT THE SICK CHOSSID
SPIRITUALLY AND PHYSICALLY INVIGORATED WITH NEW STRENGTH,
y A i = = ——

R’ YOEL TEITELBAUM D78}, THE SATMAR REBBE, WAS BORN IN SIGHET, ROMANIA TO NY 170 DV 1220 M, THE NYTP
210 DY, AND NN (ASHKENAZD. “RER YOILISH” (AS HE WAS FONDLY KNOWND TRACED HIS ANCESTRY TO THE N”\’)W“ID
AND THE N717. HIS MAIN >3 WAS HIS FATHER. AT THE AGE OF 17, HE BECAME 17 OF MUSZA IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
AFTER APPOINTMENTS IN SEVERAL OTHER PLACES HE BECAME 17 OF SATMAR FROM 1435 TO 1944, HE WAS ONE OF
THE SELECT HLNGARIAN JEWS SAVED ON THE KASTNER TRANSPORT. IN 1q46, AFTER A YEAR IN oNIYY NN, HE
IMMIGRATED TO NY AND SETTLED IN WILLIAMSBURG. THERE INY /1) REBUILT FROM THE ASHES THE VIBRANT SATMAR
COMMLUNITY AND WAS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REBIRTH OF NN AND MITON IN AMERICA. HE FOLNDED A
NETWORK OF D70, NIV, NiYNR, 0T YN, AND MIYI) TON J'\TTU\D IN 80TH 7N'\\’)’ X AND THE DIASPORA
AND WAS ONE OF THE BIGGEST OISTQIBLITOQS OF 7 'IPTS FOR 'JN'W)’ X 2. IN 1974, WiTH A FORESIGHT OF
ANTICIPATED GROWTH, HE ESTABLISHED THE FLOLRISHING COMMUNITY OF OND MIP. HIS BRILLIANCE IN N7 AND
PROPHETIC LINDERSTANDING OF CURRENT ZIONISM CAN 8E FOUIND IN HIS D"]DU NYN DN AND OND ’WJ‘T

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 5647-5739 1887-1979 1IN V"D
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EARLS OF WISDOM
FROM THE PARSHAH

Shemitah

(INNY 0190 7712 AWn DX T 12T

YINT NIV DY 103X TR YIKT UK IXIN 0D DK PIDKY IKIY? 339X 13T

(2-x ,713 XIp”) AP NAY

Hashem spoke to Moshe at Mount Sinai, saying: Speak to the people of Yisrael and
say to them: When you come into the land that I am giving you, the land shall rest as
a Sabbatical year for Hashem. (Vayikra 25:1-2)

Why is Shemitah mentioned in connection to Mt. Sinai? All the mitzvos were spoken
at Mt. Sinai! It teaches that just as the general rules and the details of Shemitah were
stated at Sinai, so the general rules and the details of all the mitzvos were stated at

Mt. Sinai. (Rashi)

Parshas Behar has a very special mitzvah, which is
the mitzvabh of Shemitab.

This mitzvah was a pretty challenging one
for Jews in ancient times to fulfill. For a full year
they could not work their fields, and they had to
relinquish ownership of the fruits of their trees, and
they needed to release all loans, too.

If a persons entire livelihood depends on

agriculture, as was the case for most people back

then, keeping Shemitah meant giving up a lot.
So what was the point of this mitzvah?

Keeping Shemitah demonstrates that a person’s
parnassab, his whole life, is in Hashem'’s hands. We
trust in Hashem and do His Will and put the pursuit
of our livelihood aside.

Now let’s try to apply this to life nowadays.
Most of us are not farmers anymore. Yet, there is
an important lesson for us, too, to learn from the



mitzvah of Shemitah.

The first pasuk of this week’s parshah mentions
Har Sinai. "nX7 50 772 7Wn Y& 11 211 - “Hashem
spoke to Moshe at Mount Sinai, saying.” We know
that Hashem spoke to Moshe many, many times. The
pasuk TR WN YR ' 9271 is the most common
one in the whole Torah. But here the Torah added
the words 730 1713, emphasizing the connection to
Har Sinai.

What’s the message?

We received from Hashem all the detailed halachos
of all the mitzvos at Har Sinai. This is learned from
the mitzvah of Shemitah, as Rashi explains, and on
a simple level, this is what the Torah is teaching us
when it mentions Shemitah in connection with Har
Sinai.

However, the comparison of all the mitzvos to the
mitzvah of Shemitah teaches us that the message of
Shemitah applies to all the mitzvos of the Torah, as
will be explained.

In ancient times, the Jewish people dwelled in
Eretz Yisrael, and they supported themselves mainly
by agriculture, as we mentioned above. And we
know that the Torah often tells us that if we keep
the mitzvos, we will be granted rain and abundant
produce of the field, as it indeed says in this week’s

parshab:

A XIRT TINI DOYA 0NV NN
P9 1 17w ¢V - I will grant your rains
in their time, and the land will give forth its
produce, and the trees of the field will give
forth their fruit.!

The Jewish people did not make money from
gold mines or factories or stocks and bonds. They

1 Vayikra 26:4.

lived off the fine fields and vineyards of Eretz Yisrael.

To appreciate the point, first let’s talk about
Shabbos for a moment.

When Shabboscomes,and aperson stopsworking,
this expresses that he places himself in Hashem’s
hands. It shows that his life and his livelihood are
from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. However, resting one
day a week doesn’t totally disrupt a person’s means
of earning a living. He can work six days, take a day
off, and pick up on Sunday morning,

What if you had to stop working for a whole
year? Without unemployment insurance or a paid
sabbatical or a side job or anything?

That was Shemitah. You need to let all your fields
lay fallow for an entire year. Naturally speaking, this
is a disaster. According to the way of the world, it
means you will go bankrupt. You even need to leave
your fields open for anyone to walk through. Not
only that, but if you had some money on the side,
and you loaned it out, you may not collect it after
Shemitah. Your money is gone.

All these details of the mitzvah express
a tremendous connection to Hashem. They
demonstrate how a person gives himself over totally

into the hands of Hashem and His Torah.

And this reflects on the nature of all the mitzvos
of the Torah, which are all compared to the mitzvah
of Shemitah as we explained.

Let’s say you would ask someone, “Why didn’t
you come yesterday to the shiur?” He answers,
“Listen, I had an important meeting with someone
in Manhattan” If you ask him, “Why did you rush
out of shul this morning before davening was over?”
He answers, “I got up late and I was in a hurry
because I had business to attend to.” And so forth.
There is no lack of examples that show how some
people place mitzvos as second priority and their
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parnassah as first priority.

This is why the Torah connects all the mitzvos to
Shemitah. The Shemitah year, with all its laws and
regulations, expresses connection to Hashem and
giving oneself over totally to Him. That’s how it
should be with all the mizzvos. We need to realize
that they are Hashems commandments, and He is
the One Who supports us. Our parnassah comes
from Him, so we should prioritize His mitzvos over
our work and business.

Regarding Shemitah it says:

XY 17 NYOaWI w2 YN AN 1KN O
>33 NK OMIXY AINRKIIN NX QORI K21 Y71
WOUY IRINT DR DY RWWa mwa 07
1w — If you will say, “What will we eat in
the seventh year, if we don’t plant and don’t
harvest our produce?” I will command My

blessing for you in the sixth year.?

Contrary to conventional thinking, keeping the
mitzvah of Shemitah will bring us more blessing
than would all the mitzvos of the Torah. If we place
our work and business dealings in the hands of

2 Vayikra 25:20-21.

Material Blessings

3CH QT

Hakadosh Baruch Hu, He Himself will take care
of us and make sure our households are plentifully

blessed.

This applies to us nowadays as well. A person
might feel his business matters take priority over his
shiurei Torah, or might generally find it difficult to
set aside time for Torah learning and other mitzvos,
because he is concerned it will hurt his parnassab.
However, by consistently and obstinately dedicating
time to learning, davening and other mitzvos, he

shows that he places his parnassah in the hands of
Hashem.

And when we put our personal concerns aside,
and leave it up to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, He will see
to it that we will be greatly blessed.

What about scheduling that important meeting?
What about putting in enough good hours of work
on a steady basis to earn a proper livelihood?

If we stick tenaciously to the times of Zefilah and
learning, and put our personal needs in the hands of
Hashem, we will be blessed in all our endeavors, as
shown by the mitzvah of Shemitah.

About this the Torah says, “I will command

My blessing for you,” and you will see great siyaza
d’Shemaya in everything you do. e

(v ,715 KIp7) YIVF DNYIKI 219 YN I

The land will give its fruit and you will eat to satiety. (Vayikra 25:19)

Parshas Bebar speaks of berachos. It tells us
about the abundant produce that Ererz Yisrael will

produce.

But why are the material berachos mentioned by
the Torah so agricultural? Why only bumper crops?

What’s wrong with silver and gold and diamonds?

True, most people used to be farmers, but there is

a more universal message as well.

A person blessed with silver and gold and jewels
feels self-confident. His treasures are in the safe and
he has a sense of security. Even if the whole country

is struck by famine, he can just pack up his riches



and take them with him to somewhere else.

But a farmer depends on rain and other natural
conditions beyond his control. He trusts in Hashem
and constantly raises his eyes to Heaven in prayer.

This type of gift doesn’t disconnect him from
Hashems; it only strengthens the bond.

When Hashem blesses us with health, good

3C3 N

children, and life itself, these gifts depend on siyaza
d’Shmaya. Ultimately, even a salary that comes in

every month depends on Hashem alone.

May our blessings only strengthen our
Emunab. If we make sure our blessings draw us
closer to Hashem, we will receive more and more

of them. @

Caring for Fellow Jews

(VY ,13 XIP”) .TAY NTAY 12 Tayn XY

Don’t make him do slave work. (Vayikra 25:39)

Back when the whole Jewish people were living
in their land, the laws of eved ivri applied. A Jew

would sometimes sell himself as a slave.

Regarding this the Torah commands us 210
Ty 19 — “It shall be good for him with you”
(Devarim 15:16). This teaches that the master
must provide the slave with living conditions
similar to his own. If the master eats fine bread
and drinks aged wine and sleeps on a comfortable
bed, he must provide the slave with the same. The
slave eats the same cuisine, and sleeps with a bed
and pillows and blankets no less comfortable that
those of his master.

There are also restrictions on what type of work
the master may ask his slave to do. It says, “Don’t
make him do slave work,” meaning that the master
may not force his Jewish slave to do things that are
demeaning, such as take off the master’s shoes, or
other demeaning forms of service that non-Jewish
slaves would normally be asked to do.

We learn from all of this a number of important
points regarding how to treat our fellow Jews.

Although these halachos are specific to the eved
ivri, the Jewish slave, as they come to protect him
from being overly degraded, we see from them how

concerned the Torah is with a Jew’s honor, even of a
Jew who fell to the ignoble state of selling himself as

a slave.

This shows how careful we need to be about the
honor and welfare of every Jew. Each member of our
people is a son of the King and should be accorded

princely honor.

When Moshe Rabbeinu said »12 'n nx 1
YR 01 - “So said Hashem: ‘My firstborn son
Yisrael...” (Shemos 22:22), this declaration was
not intended for the ears of Pharaoh alone. It was
so each and every one of us will know how to relate
to our fellow Jew, whether or not he is among our
friends and relatives, and this includes members
of our immediate family, such as our spouse and
children. They all deserve the greatest respect.

It says in the Torah:
7790 KD PAXD WK DXIV? 212 DDNRD
7792 12 - Regarding your brethren, the
children of Yisrael, a man and his brother,
you shall not rule over him harshly.!

Rabbeinu Yonah explains what we learn from this

pasuk:

1 Vayikra 25:45.



One should not subjugate his fellow

Jews. If they are in fear of him, or they
are ashamed to go against his word,
he should not command them to do
anything, big or small, unless they agree
and it is for their good, even if it is just

heating up a water kettle or going out to

buy a loaf of bread.?

People are often not careful enough about
this. Let’s say you ask a neighbor’s child to go do
something for you. If he truly agrees on his own to

do it, no problem. But sometimes he doesn’t really

2 Shaarei Teshuvah 3.

gRRSHA TopIC

want to do it, and he is too embarrassed to refuse. If
you send him out on such a mission, you are actually
exploiting one of Hashem’s beloved children, and

this is not right.

We also need to concern ourselves with the
honor and welfare of every Jew who is experiencing
troubles or who is being taken advantage of. We
need to take care of him and be compassionate to
him. Anyone who shows compassion will be shown
compassion by Heaven, as it says, D1 % 10N
729 701 - “He will show you compassion, and

be kind with you and increase you. o

3 Devarim 13:18.

Extra Respect

(10,33 X)) .NINAY YaW M NAYT NINnn 02Y DRY90)

You shall count for yourselves, from the day after Yo Tov... seven weeks. (Vayikra 23:15)

Get Ready for Torah

Sefiras Haomer is a time of preparation and
purification in advance of Matan Torah. It is a time
of clarification for every Jew if he is fitting to receive
the Torah. This is why the talmidim of Rabbi Akiva
died during this period for not having treated each
other with sufficient respect.

It was taught: Rabbi Akiva had twelve
thousand pairs of talmidim, from Geves to
Antifras, and they all died in one period,
because they did not treat each other
respectfully.!

1 Yevamos 62b.

This
relationships affected their very right to live. If a

imperfection in their interpersonal
person does not behave properly, with the requisite
derech eretz, he is not fitting to come to Kabbalas

Hatorah.

What about at other times? Did these talmidim
act respectfully to one another during the rest of the
year?

It could be that also at other times, Rabbi
Akiva’s talmidim did not show enough respect to
cach other, and in Heaven it was held it against
them, yet it did not cause their death. But at the
time of preparation for Torah, in the period of
clarification after clarification, birur achar birur,
this imperfection was more blatant, and had a



greater effect, to the point that they were punished
by death.

The more a period is suited to spiritual growth
and elevation, the greater is the demand on a
person to perfect himself. This was the time of
preparing for Matan Torah. Each person was
scrutinized more intensely to see if he was fitting
for Torah. This is why Rabbi Akiva’s talmidim died

at this time.

Torah Atones
It says in Sefer Nefesh Hachayim that Torah

learning has the power to atone all sins, and someone
who occupies himself with Torah learning does not
need the korbanos to atone for him. The power of
Torah will make a kaparah for him and bring him

forgiveness for all his sins:

Occupying himself with Torah learning
atones all the iniquities of the person who
sins.... Come and see how great the power
of Torah learning is, for it purifies the
sinners of the Jewish people, when they do
teshuvah, even if they committed avodah

zarah....

If a person occupies himself with
Torah learning for its own sake, even if he
previously sullied himself with tremendous
sins and iniquities, and sunk deep into mud
and filth and plunged to the depths of evil,
nevertheless, by occupying himself with
Torah he can be sure and confident that the
light in the Torah will bring him back to the
right path.?

Rabbeinu Yonah said a similar thing. He detailed
the ways to attain atonement for the various sins.
Some sins necessitate receiving lashes, and others are

punishable by death at the hands of the Rabbinical

court, or by kareis. The severity of the sin determines

2 Nefesh Hachayim 4:31.

the means by which it is atoned.?

Rabbeinu Yonah went on to say that if a person
desecrated Hashem’s Name, even suffering will not
atone for it. Nevertheless, Torah atones.

He can find atonement by constantly
learning Torah and toiling in it. Hashem
swore AMINIY M2 X9 13 13V 1931 DX
09y TV - “The sin of the House of Eli
shall not be atoned by animal offerings
and grain offerings, forever.”* And Chazal
say that by “animal offerings and grain
offerings” they will not be atoned, but
they will be atoned by Torah learning.”
This shows that Torah learning heals even
very grievous illness. Thus it is written
about the Torah: o»n Yy 11wWH x990 -
“The healing of the tongue is the tree of
life®?

The power of Torah is so great that it atones for
all sins, even for that of chilul Hashem.

Why is this so? How can Torah learning atone
for ostensibly unforgivable aveiros?

Torah and Mitzvos

The world is run according to a system of
Divine law and order. If people do this, the
result is that. This orderly system of Divine rules
relates to the AMitzvos. There are 613 mitzvos,
corresponding to the 613 organs and limbs of a
person. Every mitzvah corresponds to a certain
part of the human body and establishes its place
in the world. This is the spiritual-material setup
that governs the world.

But Torah is not part of this system.

Torah is above all this law and order. It is the very
essence of life and of the world. So Torah brings

3 Shaarei Teshuvah 4.

4 1 Shmuel 3:14.

5 Rosh Hashanah 18a.

6 Mishlei 15:4.

7 Shaarei Teshuvah 4:16.
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kaparah for all a person’s aveiros, even for things
that korbanos can’t atone. Torah is above the whole

system.

This is what Sefer Nefesh Hachayim was saying,
that by occupying himself with Torah learning,
a person can purify his soul even if he sank to the
depths of filth and evil. And this is why Rabbeinu
Yonah said that a person will attain atonement even
for the sin of chilul Hashem, as “Torah learning

heals even very grievous illness.”

More than Human

There are two levels that a person can be on.
He can be human, and he can be higher than
human. The level of “human” is that of a Jew who
properly learns Torah and observes mitzvos and
corrects his character traits. The whole reason
why human beings were created was so they will
correct their character traits according to the
directives of Torah and mitzvos and live their
lives in a Toradik manner, such that their acts of
chesed and careful mitzvah observance express

their dignified humanity.
Higher than this is the ben Torah. The Torah

learning of the ben Torah is different and more
exalted than that of a regular Jew. His character
traits and mitzvah acts are something else. They
are not a matter of form and shape, of maintaining
proper order. His very being is attached to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and the Torah.

Someone who deprives himself of sleep in order
to examine the sugya yet another time is called a ber
Torah. Only if a person’s hasmadahb in Torah is not
limited to times and schedules does he live in a place
that is above the world.

A ben Torah is held to a much higher standard

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

in his relations with others. In every situation and

no matter what, he needs to act like a ben Torah and
display chesed and rachamim. There is no such thing
as a certain person or a certain behavior that he can’t

tolerate.

In this time of preparation and clarification
before Matan Torab, a higher standard of bein adam

[thaveiro is expected of us.

It is specifically in this period of time that the
talmidim of Rabbi Akiva were held to account
for not treating each other with due respect. In
order for the world to exist in a proper manner,
the place of Torah needs to be like it should.
Behavior that shows lack of respect has a negative
impact on existence itself, and when they died,
“the world was desolate,” as Chazal say. This
implies that the world has no existence and life

without bnei Torah.

It is hard to maintain such a high level of
connection to Torah, mitzvos and midos tovos. But

we need to know the truth for what it is.

The way to get to the madreigah of ben Torah
is in stages. Attachment to Torah learning or
connection to Tefilah, working on tikkun hamidos
or performing mitzvos in the best manner one
can. Each person by doing what he has a personal
connection to, can be on the ben-Torah level of
relationship to Hashem, as his connection to it
is not dependent on schedules and times, thus

making him above the world.

Just as the Torah grants existence to the world, so
the ben Torah bears on his shoulders the existence
of the world. This is the adam hashalem whose
deeds hold up all of Creation, and he is thus doing
an endless and unlimited chesed. He is the place and

the existence of the world. e
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