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The Cantonist

Russian army used to be full of “Cantonists,” Jewish boys that had been 'snatched' from their homes from the age of five years
and up to serve in the Czar's army as part of a cruel plan to 'persuade' them to leave Yiddishkeit. But overall, despite the years
of tortures and brainwashing many of them clung to their Jewish identity.

Shimon, one of these Cantonist boys, was an excellent soldier of the Czar; one of the best sailors in the Czar's royal navy to the
point that he was called by his compatriots Semion Bodri (Shimon the brave).

He had been promoted to the rank of officer and served at the naval base in Svastopol on the Black Sea. Then, one glorious day,
the base received notice that the Czar was to personally make a visit.

It is hard for us to imagine the fear and awe that the very mention of the Czar's name inspired in every Russian citizen, no less
an actual personal visit by his Royal Highness! The very thought filled the sailors with trepidation and trembling.

When the glorious day arrived, the base had been scrubbed and polished for the visit and the sailors had a grand reception
prepared. The band played, everyone was dressed in immaculately clean and pressed uniforms, even the decks of the ships
gleamed. But the highlight of the day was something very special.

The commander of the base climbed to a platform, stood to his full height. The music stopped, everyone was silent, and he
announced before the Czar that in honor of his royal Majesty, one of the officers would perform an act of unmatched skill and
unequaled bravery. The commander swung his finger majestically up pointing to the highest ship mast in the harbor some twenty
meters high.

Again, the drums began to roll and suddenly stopped.

Shimon Levin, in full battle gear, stood at the foot of the mast, saluted and bowed to the Czar and then, without hesitating
climbed briskly up the mast, stood erect on its very point and, as the crowd gasped in amazement, jumped into thin air, arched
his back and dived gracefully into the sea.

The crowd broke into applause as Shimon swam to shore, walked up to the Czar and bowed deeply.
The Czar was ecstatic. "Who is this man!?" he asked excitedly.
"His name is Semion Bodri,” the commander proudly replied.

"The Czar called out "Semion Bodri! | want you reward you. We will have another celebration at this same time here tomorrow!"
And everyone once again applauded.

The next day the scene was repeated, but this time there were tens of new officials that the Czar wanted to impress and Shimon
was wearing dry garments.

The Czar got straight to the point. He stood proudly and announced "Semion Bodri, you are a true soldier, a credit to the Royal
Navy, and a Jewel in the crown of Mother Russia. Because of your act of power and splendor that you demonstrated yesterday
| hereby promote you to the rank of General! Congratulations!" The crowd broke into wild applause, the sailors began singing a
patriotic song and the band played along.

But when it all ended Shimon just stood there without a smile on his face. "Your majesty" he replied. "l am truly grateful but
according to the laws which your highness has made, it is forbidden for me to accept your magnificent gift." Silence reigned,

1



13

- CHAYEING
Shabbos

Weekly Inspiration

SEUDAH STORIES

7"'9Wn MR DYID
only the wind could be heard whistling through the masts. "l am a Jew, your majesty and it is forbidden for a Jew to rise above
the rank of petty officer."

The Czar was surprised and embarrassed. He had planned to brag before his generals and ministers and this Jew had made him
look foolish.

"Then you will change your religion!" He announced angrily. "Do you hear me officer Bodri?! You will change your religion and
become a general! NOW! "

"Your majesty!" answered Shimon. "With your majesty's permission, first | would like to repeat the feat that | performed
yesterday for your royal highness."

Without waiting for an answer and before anyone knew what was happening, Shimon ran in the direction of the mast, swooped
up his gear and, without stopping, put it on as he was running. Even more swiftly than yesterday he climbed to the peak, stood
there proudly, the wind blowing through his hair and announced loudly enough for all to hear.

"Your majesty, for twelve years | have been serving in the Russian Navy and | love my service with all my soul. But know, my King,
that above all  am a Jew. Through my entire service | have kept the Shabbos and never eaten forbidden foods. | will never leave
the G-d of Israel. Shema Yisroel HaShem Elokenu HaShem Echad!"

Again, he gracefully dived from the mast arching in the air like a javelin before plunging down into the blue sea. But this time he
did not come up.

Shimon the brave had conquered the Czar of Russia.

Three days later his body washed up on shore. The Czar was asked what to do and ordered that the body should be kept in a
coffin under military guard for three days and then buried in the State cemetery.

But in Shimon's camp were two other Cantonists that had different plans. They could not bear the idea that a fellow Jew,
especially their friend Shimon, should not have a Jewish burial.

They came up with a bold plan. Late the next night they stole into the cemetery, dug up a recently buried body, returned to
Shimon's guarded body, left their corpse some distance away and managed to convince the guards to have a few drinks. When
the guards were dead drunk, they switched corpses and whisked Shimon to his rest in grave they had dug earlier in a distant
part of the forest.

But somehow their daring feat was discovered, perhaps it was one of the guards or maybe someone saw them in the forest. In
any case they were arrested and tortured to make them reveal the grave but their lips remained sealed.

One died under torture and the other was killed by firing squad but to this day the location of Shimon's grave is unknown.

Buying a New Home

When R’ Baruch Toledano zt”/ moved from Morocco to Eretz Yisroel he bought an apartment in order to fulfill the
mitzvah of yishuv Eretz Yisroel. He was not a rich man who could afford to buy an apartment. But because he wanted the
zechus of this great mitzvah, he borrowed money from different people until he had enough money to buy an apartment.

After the purchase was complete, he had the apartment painted and fixed up. When the work was finally complete, his
grandchildren came to him and said happily, “Ah, Baruch Hashem, we can move into the apartment now!”
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R’ Baruch rejoiced along with them, but said, “I will rent out the apartment and use the money to rent a different
apartment for our family somewhere else.”

His grandchildren were astonished. “But, why?” they asked. “Isn’t it better to live in your own house?”

R’ Baruch replied, “I will not live in my own house! | never lived in my own house, even in Morocco. | was afraid to. | am
afraid to live in my own house!”

His grandchildren did not understand what he was afraid of. R’ Baruch went on to explain, “I am afraid that | may start to
feel like that this is my permanent dwelling place, | may feel like | am established in this world...” In a rental apartment,
the owner can come at any time and tell me to leave. It is easier to think of oneself as he is on this world “just for a short
while” in a rented apartment. In his own apartment, however, he was afraid that he might fool himself into thinking that
this world is our permanent dwelling place, when really this world is just the entry way to the next world.

Accurate Mesorah

A story is told that an Egyptian king once asked the Rambam why he did not become a Muslim. "This is my tradition, one
that has been handed down for thousands of years," the Rambam replied. "But we also have a nice tradition," the king
insisted. "What is the difference between your tradition and ours?" The Rambam realized that the Muslim mullah (priest)
must be behind the king's request, and indeed, the kadi (Muslim judge), who was standing in the corner, wasn't able to
hide his smile. "Your honor," the Rambam responded, "let the mullah and me go together to the mosque and to the
synagogue, and we will see whose tradition is a true one." The king agreed. However, the Rambam asked for one condition:
that he be allowed to do as he wished, and the mullah would not interrupt him. The mullah accepted the condition, and
they went first to the mosque.

The Rambam asked permission to address the congregation, and began to read aloud from the Koran. The congregation
repeated the words after him. After several verses, the Rambam started to add in his own words. The mullah was furious,
but the Rambam's condition prevented him from interrupting. The Rambam continued adding his own words and the
congregation repeated whatever he said, thinking that it was all in the Koran.

Then the Rambam and the mullah proceeded to the shul. It was a Thursday morning and they were up to krias haTorah.
The Rambam asked to be the baal korei and the gabbai willingly agreed. The Rambam started leining, and in the third
passuk he made a small mistake in the vowels. The congregants all shouted out to correct him. In the next passuk, he again
made a minor mistake, and again the mispallelim corrected him. When this happened a third time, the gabbai went over
to the Rambam and said that he must be very tired, which is why he was making so many mistakes, but he could not
continue leining. Another person who could /ein without mistakes took his place.

The Rambam and the mullah returned to the king's palace. "What do you have to say?" the king asked the mullah, who
related all that had happened that day. On hearing of the different reactions in the mosque and the shul, the king
exclaimed, "Now | see that the Jewish tradition is indeed flawless!"
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1. What crown is mentioned in this week’s nw19?
2. The names of which five mno0n are mentioned in this week’s Nw19? 1 (v. Lichtenstein)

3. Based on this week’s nwn9, explain the following series of numbers:
15, 50, 1, 10, 15.

4. List eight myn that are done by a Y09, other than those directly related to
YTPNN NTaY. 2

5. What line in naw 5w mni is based on o109 in this week’s nw1a? 3

6. Which o»2w ov are called naw?
a) Which three occasions are called yynav nav?

7. There were 12 of us,
With us there was a ),
However, we weren’t the first with such a 03,
Such a ) already happened many years earlier,*
We were the impetus for a xVN,
We are mentioned in this week’s nwA9.
Who are we?

8. He and | are identical words but with different mympy,
| am a reason a person can’t sacrifice a y29p,
Heis a y29p,°
We are both mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I? (Submitted by A. Dreyfuss)

Need a hint?

1 Three are from D>y11 970, one from Ty and one from DwTp.

2Three are done M 013, two are related to NXMVY, one is related to WP, one is related to music, one is related to murder,
and one is related to war.

3 |n 72000 MY DY

4By N7 and Npa)

5 He is the name of a 2P




Angwers

1. The crown of the %Y1 30> which was actually nnwnn yav, as it says PpHN nnwN v 17
"oy,
a) The crown of a 7>t which was actually his hair, as it says 7wxY Yy PPOXR 9% 27
and the three crowns on the 095 in the yown; the PIX, the antn naw and the
NNV

2. mav, Pnn, 0N, NN and myav.

3. The dates of the ©>210 O, in the order that they are listed in the n7n.

4. 1) o»nonoa
PARERNA )
3) mmn s
4) nyIsn NMOR
5) The spraying of the nmyTx N19’s
blood.

6) Blowing the mxisn
7) nary Noy

8) NnnSn Mwn ynd

9) Doing an y2y

5. In 7200 M OV we say "vNp XIpnd X0 PYRI” which is referring to the fact that the
7 lists 7w '8Ipn” and the first on the list is nawv.

6. In this week’s nwn9 all are called nav except for myiaw 1) nawn nInnHN — NOS
2) PNav D30 P WTINY TAN2 — MWD UNY  3) DONAV INAVN 29 TY 29Y0 - N2 DY
4) N2V NV D) PNNIAY NYNIN DY — NINY 20 MDD

a) ,(29%,59) 95 0 ,(3,52) PNV NIV SWIAVN DY) — NIV
(7,02) PNV NIV NY VN MV — NVIIY

7. There were 12 of us,
With us there was a v, -the oY stayed fresh from naw to nav.
However, we weren’t the first with such a v,
Such a v) already happened many years earlier, - by the mnny, see 10,70 NIV »N NV YA

We were the impetus for a xXvn, - The 55pn was disturbed that | wasn’t made daily
We are mentioned in this week’s nwA9.
Who are we? - The o»on ond

8. Next week....
Last week’s riddle:
I am used in four completely different contexts in the n1In, ,

Once to describe an inability, - D'NOY Ny

Once to describe the heart of a sinner, - DI NV

Once regarding a nixn to remove me, - m”ny m

Once regarding an 110'N to use me, - 077 D2% A 121 2280 Yy 2 nnvoal
I am mentioned in this week’s nwna.

Who am I? : -y

L,NRY DM 12 RN POV PTIIAR NNV AIRIIY
971 1NN THHYR 12 TIT PNXY 7Y APy’ TIT NA 1Y 1972 ,97T DNIAR 11 YIRY 1YY

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMNY Mo 93©




ANX — AW 'NNO
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

Which nixn in 1nx nwno do we fulfill WHILE laining it?
The nixn of “mwuT1” ('n X">) — honoring n1n> — appears in IwxY of Mx nw1o; we honor n1nd by calling up a
[n> for the first n'2y. (Thank you R’ Ephraim Weiss)

On what date is “noo”?
o1 1", when we brought the noo |a17; on "o we observe “nixnn an.” (I-'n a")

The Torah lists the n*Tym in order, but the nixn of abandoning v for the poor appears between niyiaw
and mwn wx1. Which aivo nir appears between those two, and how is it represented by vj77??

v allowed nin to take vi'7 from his field, and n'wn will be their descendant. When n'wn comes, and the na
wTnn returns, axa nywn will become a a1v o' between niviaw and nawn wx. 7"tn thus explain, “If someone
gives vy, it is like he built the wTpznn na and brought nnanpE” (2" 2™ M), (Naxiwn N2 'yn)

Between noo and niyiaw we count "nya na'so. What is an “wny”’?
A volume equivalent to 1/10™ of an no'x, which comes out to 43.2 eggs (about the size of a 5lb bag of flour).
This amount of fine barley flour was brought as the "nyn 1277 on the second day of noo, from which we count

until niviaw. Q™ 't '9omi TN 70 0"ana A" Mwn )

We learn from the Wnyn |27 that one is supposed to stand up while putting on nx'x. How so?

It says “Dd%7” both regarding the "1ny and nx'y, linking the 2. Just as the Wy is cut from “nnp” — standing grain —
so too should one put on nx'x while standing. ('n "o w1 n"Ix "v)

We will learn about “avos” twice this naw. When?

e There is a ann to learn niax 1o after nnin on naw, during the summer. (2 2"x1 N"Ix X"nN)
e Innx nwno we read about the nixn to take “nay yy qy” (n'oTn) on nidio. ('n a™)

What nixn can one perform by maintaining a clean appearance?
The world was made to bring 2> to Hashem, and EVERYTHING we do should contribute to creating a 'n wiTi
("7 ™0 "7un% 0" "y ,2"7 2"). We should have this in mind when preparing ourselves to go out in public. ( v

0"¥ 'V 'N NIX AWK 190)

Where in nn on naw do we mention making a 'a witp?

“NY DX 1IYFTR DDNRA 791 ,00N00R XD DR D T Y — “People will recognize that only a life of 'n nTiay
enables a person to live with calm focus, and this trait of woin nnin enables a person to make a 'n wiTp with
all his actions.” (27 'v 2"n nim n"'n 'now)

JUST CURIOUS

How often did the '217a |n> get a haircut?

Any |n> who hasn’t had his hair cut within 30 days cannot do the nTiay, nor enter the wTjmn n1 inward of the
nam. ('n 'R wTpnn "D 70 0"an) Since a 71ma |nd is always entering the wTznn na, he can never grow long
hair. (" "2n ow) In order to appear fresh for each incoming "nwn-shift of nxnd, the 71ma |n> would get a haircut
every week. His haircut was very precise and neat, with the end of each hair reaching only the root of the next
hair. (' 'n wTPnn "1 70 0"an0) WYX 2, the son-in-law of 10, invested a lot of money to learn exactly what
this haircut looked like. (w1902 w1 .X"1 DT "W W'y ™ 11 TNI0)




If an employee gets injured, does his boss have to find a way for him to keep working, so that he can
keep paying him?

[Tn Miwn 019Y, yes: although nan> who have a nin can’t do the nTiay, they still work in the wTpnn na
making sure that there are no worms in the wood for the narn, and they are allowed to eat nnany like other
D12, (A" X" NN DITR)

yn n'vo is a “countdown” to nninn n'7ap. Why do we count UP?
When we start counting, it is too frustrating to mention that it is still 49 days away. (1"¥ 71300 190)

If you travel during the days of 1nyn na'o0, and cross the international date line (according to n>7n)

such that you “repeat” or “lose” a day, how do you continue counting?

There are a few opinions:
If you “repeat” a day, repeat that counting without a n>12a, and then continue as normal with a n>1a. If
you “lose” a day, continue counting like those in your new location, without a n>12, like anyone who
misses a day.
Even if you “lose” a day, count that number without a n>12, and then continue as normal with a n>1a.
In all scenarios, continuing counting as you had been, regardless of your location, and observe niviaw
on YOUR day 50, even though it’s a different day than those around you. ( '709 '0o "v ,nwyn? X721 Nd7n"
"I 0"on niaIwn)

If one misses a day of counting the any, and can no longer make a n>1a, why does he continue
counting at all?

He should continue counting because many niwx hold that one is STILL FULLY OBLIGATED to count. We
skip the n>12a to avoid the risk of making a n'7v27 n>12, taking into account the minority opinion which holds
that one who misses a day can no longer perform the nixn. ('n 0"on n"Ix)

Why do we say, “...wTpmn naa nTiay N7 v'vnt Xin pnia” after counting the A1ny?
Our counting is a reminder of the wTpznn na ("n'7*7n 22" > n'an 'oin "w), and we are waiting for the day when

we can bring the actual "nyn jaap (x"nywa "wi " 7"o v"on 1"n).

Why was it “worth it” for Hashem to bring about the death of the n'1'n'n of xarpy "an, because they
didn’t treat each other with T, if it meant that the world would become so empty of Torah afterwards
(until xa'jy 'an took 5 new nr1m'7n)? (*"wi :a"o ninar "y)

Since good nitn are the foundation of Torah, had the n*1nn of xa'jpy a1 lived, they would have passed down
a distorted version of the Torah to the next generation. (Rav Yehudah Zev Segal as brought in Inspiration and
Insight Vol. Il pg. 51)

The '77n wanted to camp with |7 nann, the vaw of his mother, but was told that one’s vaw is
determined by his father, who in this case was a xn, and |T nann wasn’t the appropriate place for him.
(" 71" ""wn) Where WAS the 77y, or any 1, supposed to camp?

A 9T1an who curses Hashem is nnm arn. (v 1">) How can o1y report what he did, if doing so would
necessitate repeating the terrible thing that he said?

e Throughout the interrogation of the o1y, when they describe what the qTan said they substitute the
names of Hashem with nicknames. However, the |"T nxa cannot kill the qTan without hearing a verbatim
report of the incident. So, at the end of the proceedings, everyone exits the |1 n'a, leaving only the
n2"T and the n*1v. The o1 tell the greatest of the o1y to repeat exactly what he heard, and when he
does so, tho o1 T rise, and tear their clothing. The additional witnesses merely say, “I also heard what
he heard.” ('n 2 n11D nTAY 70 D" 20N ,.1" " TN0)

The 7Ty pronounces the name of Hashem, and then says, “That name that | just said — the qTan said it,
and cursed it with that same name...” — but the o1y don’t actually repeat the curse. (n7win'n nw n™)




IN YOUR OPINION

When attempting to share Torah and positively affect someone whose lifestyle may currently be
unrefined, what can one do to prevent himself from absorbing the other person’s unfavorable values?
Hashem tells Moshe, “Tell the n'1n, the sons of pinx [who will follow his example by loving others and bringing

them close to Torah (2™ '® niax "v)] that they shouldn’t become xnv [when engaged in this outreach].” (Growth
Through Torah quoting |*7a1n ntinn) This requires forethought and strategy.

How many different meanings are there for the phrase, “l see”?

“I physically see”; “| understand”; “I predict” (perhaps more). Regarding animal ninany, the Torah mentions the
nin of “mny” — total “blindness.” A |n> with this nim, on the other hand, is called an “qy w'x” — “A blind MAN” —
because although he can’t physically see, he still has the “vision” of a spiritual, intelligent “w'x.” ( X"> nIN7 D1ITX
n™)
Is there any part of your 'a nTiay which receives more of your focus than other parts?

A [n> whose limbs or features aren’t symmetrical (ex: one eye is bigger than the other) has a nin, and cannot
do the nmay. (n™ x") In our own lives, we must strive to be fully balanced in our 'n nTiay, without neglecting

any area of growth. (7"x7 |"ow1"s nwn %7 190N 7"¥T VIWYOIX |01 " K"wn 9"Y)

How do you, personally, serve as an ambassador for Torah?

After being told, “nixn nnnwi” — “Learn Torah” (x"7 2" *"wn) — we are immediately told, “ ow nx 177NN X471
wTR” — “Don’t make a 'n 717n” (2"7 ow). Those who learn Torah have a responsibility to represent it well, such
that people will say, “DowTim 'n X" (ow) — “Hashem gives holiness to those who learn Torah, such people are
noticeably wiser, and the Torah has refined their character.” (2"7 2"> 0"n) You never know — someone may
decide to send his children to yeshiva because YOU served as a positive representative! (See Rav Pam on
Pirkei Avos pg. 163)

There are different tones one can use when speaking to another (ex: gentle, harsh, etc.). How do you
usually decide which tone to use?

Often, we hear how the other person speaks to us, and respond similarly. Really, our tone shouldn’t be a
REACTION, but rather guided by one rule — make a 'n wiTp. (Growth Through Torah 2"7 2">)

Have you ever put a lot of effort into something, and it didn’t work out? Did you ever try that thing
again?

If the o'bdn see that people living in ni7a won’t make it to o'7win on time for noo, they add a month and make it
a leap year, thus pushing off the 210 nI'. We are worried that if people arrive late and miss noo, they will get
discouraged from ever coming for 7217 n'7y again. (n"now oy 21" "wN)

Describe a time when you were SO EXCITED about something, that you simply couldn’t wait.

Our entire identity as 7xw' 12 depends on the Torah, which is the reason for the world’s existence, and why
we left o¥n. We anticipate the day of nninn n7aj the way someone working in the hot sun craves shade.
("w ynnn 190) If there is something that excites us, we should try to “borrow” that emotion and apply it to the
upcoming a1 or* of nnw!

Have you ever made a mistake because you were impatient?

The 777n mocked the nixn to “present” Hashem with the nx19n nn'? which were baked 9 days earlier. Had he
simply waited, and thought about his question a bit longer, he would have seen that the bread remained warm
and fresh. (" 1" NN nTX)

Have you ever announced that you were AMAZED by something you saw, and someone else
responded by dismissing it, saying that it was no big deal? (No names please.) How did you feel?
Could there be any risks associated with this dismissive attitude?
When 7xwr 12 came to the wTmin na for 72107 N7y, the n1nd would raise the |n7w, displaying the n'19n on?,
and announce, “Look how much Hashem loves you! The nn% is miraculously warm and fresh today just like it
was when it was freshly baked!” (:1"> natan) The 77 was unimpressed, and actually MOCKED the “old” bread.
(" 7" ") This attitude led him to his terrible nnay. ((wTna) ™y MXN Y0mM NIN'Y)
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7NAN' YN NIva

N"97N X A (1925) is the V¥ IR! of N7 7TY 1T 'VOIRZ/NYVY NY 11 2 NYY! 21 WiTEn 7730 The Sanzer Rav
called Reb Shayale of Keresztur (Kerestir), “The n'7iy 7¢ 1ia’s cook.” Reb Shayale considered feeding Hashem'’s hungry Jews
his job on this world, and he did it with great dedication. Every day after davening the nawy miin of n'nw, people would form a
line as he gave them a piece of cake and a little bit of schnapps to warm their hungry hearts. Later in the afternoon he ate his nTiIvQ
together with the n'nix. His whole demeanor spoke worlds of warmth - We're family! We're in this together! At night, after 2 yn,
he would sit down with some of his closer n'1n'7m and tell them stories to be rnn their nyiny; stories about his Rabbaim,
specifically the Sanzer Rav, the Lisker Rebbe, and Reb Modchela Nadvarna. He would schmooze like this until late at night when
everyone would go home. By the time it was nixn, Reb Shayale was alone. He did not do much sleeping. Late at night, those who
would peek in to see what Reb Shayale was doing, would see him swaying back and forth in front of the X2 or 31y |07y until
the rays of the morning sun would shine through his window.

Reb Shayale cared greatly for each and every individual Yid. In the year 0"yn(1918-1919) in the midst of WWI, Reb Shayale was
forced to flee Keresztur. He and his family ran for their lives to the nearby city of Telchevah. In Telchevah there were certain things
that everyone had. Those things were hunger, fear and worry... except for Reb Shayale. His ni*o 110 stayed exactly the way it was
back home in Keresztur. It seemed to everyone that he didn’'t have a worry in the world. His famous melaveh malkehs, continued in
Telchevah as well. Every naw 'xxin he would have a cow shechted and cooked up. He himself would lovingly wait on the many
D'nix, among them the strangest people in 73w 773, like a mother dotes on her own children. The following story is very
illustrative of Reb Shayale’s deep concern for every Yid.

One time, while the war raged on, Reb Shayale was by a chasuna being |'wi1T'j7 7 TON. He was sitting by the 19 n'7az together
with the other '3 filling in the n21n3. The guests were talking with each other. Friends were sitting around the |1n singing n*1a1)
and preparing him for the n94n. Suddenly, Reb Shayale became very interested in one particular conversation that was taking place
in the corner. Then, to the surprise of the other Rabbanim sitting with him, he abruptly stood up, left the na1n3 with them, and walked
over to the corner where a man was talking to a 71n2. “l overheard your conversation,” Reb Yeshayale began. “You were saying that
you just hired several workers and you asked this 2ina to come and work for you on your vineyards. | want you to keep something
in mind. It is war time and people are going hungry. The other workers are married and their wives are going to prepare lunches or
snacks for them to keep in their pockets while they work all day. This 21n2 has no one. He has no family. Remember, you are hiring
him to work on your fields and he has nothing to eat! Make sure that when your wife prepares lunch for you, she prepares something
for him as well!” Then, with that issue of major importance settled, Reb Shayale returned to the n21n3 and his roll of being 10N
"G

In the aftermath of the war,2 Hungary was divided into splinter countries. The “old Hungary” now included Hungary, Romania and
Czechoslovakia. Their borders were constantly being redrawn. Each of the new splinter countries wanted part of whatever was left of
the Hungarian army for their own independent forces. They made a strict agreement between themselves exactly how many soldiers
each country was allowed to maintain in its army. A certain Rav Menashe Droizner had been drafted into the Hungarian army during
WWI. When the war was finally over, he found himself in a quandary. If he stayed where he was, he would be drafted into the new
Romanian army. If he ran to Czechoslovakia, although he would probably be drafted into their army, rumor had it that they were a
little bit easier on their Jews. Reb Menashe hurried to Reb Shayale and asked what he should do. Reb Shayale told him, “Go back
to the Romanian army. If you run away, you will be a deserter and there will be trouble.” It was during the days before Rosh Hashanah,
and Reb Menashe was supposed to return to duty at the beginning of Rosh Hashana. He asked Reb Yeshayale, “Should | go now?”
“No.” Reb Shayale responded. “Stay with me for Rosh Hashanah and Shabbos. You'll be okay if you stay here with me for Rosh
Hashanah and Shabbos, that much | can be n'pan you.” Reb Menashe had already served his fair time of army service during World
War |, and it was only because of antisemitism that he was recalled. He was hoping that Reb Yeshayaleh would get him out of the
whole mess y19nY. The chasidim encouraged Reb Menashe to press the Rebbe for a nnyan that he would be 1109 from joining
any army at this point. He did, but the Rebbe asked him not to continue pressuring him about it, and to wait and see what happens.

After Rosh Hashanah Reb Menashe returned to the Romanian army. He knew he was a week late, and he was worried. As he stood
there, an officer came by and asked, “what are you doing here?” He explained that he had been recalled and is returning to duty. The
officer became angry and started screaming and yelling at him, “You Jewish filth! You were supposed to be here a week ago!

I1"swn'n "Imya 1aT" NI ,01a ' 2N / Rav Fishel Schachter, Dial-A-Shiur Tales of Tzadikim, Shiur #14
2 Cf. Rabbi Berel Wein, Triumph of Survival, pg. 290ff. / R” Moshe Yosef Freidlander of Keresztur, Batai Avos, as heard from Reb
Menashe Droisner
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How dare you show up late without an excuse!” Reb Menashe began to shiver, he thought to himself, If | tell this man that | was
away for Rosh Hashana, he is going to kill me! What am | supposed to say to him? The officer walked away for a moment, and a
group of soldiers came by. One of them began to yell, “Droizner, Come here! Don’t you recognize me?!” After a moment, Reb Menashe
did recognize him. He was a goyishe soldier who had shared a fox hole with him for a couple of nights. They had saved each other’s
lives more than once. This soldier was happy to see him. “Droizner, you look like you're scared to death! What happened?!” Reb
Menashe told him the entire story. “Droizner, | have an idea for you. I'm also late. Actually, we arrived here on time, but we went into
a local tavern and eh,” he continued a little bit bashfully, “we came out of the pub a little bit drunk. On our way to sign up, we broke a
couple of windows and wrecked a couple of stores. We were arrested and tossed into jail. That was a week ago, and we were just
released. We are coming to sign up. Tell them that you were with us. Whatever they will do to us they will do to you. Chances are
they won't do much. There are so many of us, they can't afford to punish all of us.” When the officer came back, Reb Menashe told
him the story. The officer took a look at the soldiers who had just been released from prison, and he grumbled, “Fine. You spent a
week in jail after you got drunk, now you'll straighten out.” All of them, including Reb Menashe, were allowed to sign up.

A few days later, they were lined up to be given their assignments. The goy kept on standing next to Reb Menashe and saying, “We
stuck together in our previous battles, and let’s stick together now.” When the general came down the line giving out assignments,
the goy insisted that Reb Menashe ask the general to keep them together. The goy also asked that they be kept together. He insisted
that they had been successful together in the past, and were a good team. The general really wanted to assign Reb Menashe to a
different unit, but because of their insistence he finally agreed to keep them in the same unit. As they were getting ready to be shipped
off, inspectors showed up unexpectedly and they started counting heads. The inspectors concluded that Romania had taken on too
many soldiers, and they demanded that Romania send some soldiers home. Since the other unit, the one which the general wanted
to assign Reb Menashe to, had already been shipped off, it was this unit which was still at the base that had to become smaller. A
bunch of soldiers, including Reb Menashe were dismissed. Reb Menashe was now a free man because of an unbelievable sequence
of events. If not for this goy pleading that they shouldn’t be separated, Reb Menashe would have been in the other unit and would
have faced more hand-to-hand combat, and perhaps injury or death. Now however, because the goy insisted that Reb Menashe
should stay with his unit, he was able to go home. He knew very well that this was n'mw mnn. It was the o'j7'2x 1 through the
ni7'on of his 7*T¥ and it wasn't just a string of coincidences. Before Reb Menashe ran home, he first ran to Keresztur to report to
his real general, Reb Shayale, who greeted him, “Mazel Tov! Mazel Tov!”

Unquestionably, Reb Shayale had an extra ordinary xmwT xn*yo for his legendary n'n1ix nojn. During WWI there was a
tremendous shortage of food. The government had made strict laws. Farmers were not permitted to sell even a single tomato unless
they were given permission to do so. If a farmer did not give an exact |iawn of his produce and he was caught, he was in for big
trouble. Every farmer had to file with a local agency the exact quantity he produced of every single type of vegetable and fruit. Only
after the local agency determined that the army did not need it, were the farmers allowed to sell their produce as they chose. If a
farmer were to take something for himself, let alone sell it before receiving expressed permission, he was in for big trouble. Needless
to say, the price of vegetables and fruit sky rocketed. However, the price did not make much of a difference since there was very little
on the market, you couldn’t get any even if you had the money!

Pesach was coming, and Reb Shayale had his usual n'nix; the great variety of people who used to stream into Reb Shayale’s
home. To them, Reb Shayale’s home was their home. People wondered how in the world is he going to feed all these people?? Reb
Shayale himself expressed his concern to someone, “It is now before Pesach. There are a limited number of things we can eat on
Pesach. We need potatoes! n%7iy 7¢i iaian, this is your 7xw* 773, You will just have to get me potatoes.” Two days before Erev
Pesach, Reb Shayale’s family looked out of their window, and they were astonished! A Yid who was a local farmer, was coming with
wagons, one after the other, filled to the top with potatoes. The family ran to the farmer and asked how he got so many potatoes. The
farmer said, “I'll tell you the story. | specialize in potatoes. Before winter | do what all potato farmers do. | dig big trenches in the
ground, fill them up with potatoes, and cover them with straw to keep them from freezing and spoiling over the winter. Of course, |
had to file with the local agency exactly how many potatoes | had. It didn’t seem like | would be able to sell or even use a single potato
latke for myself. The army wanted my potatoes. One day | was walking along, and | noticed that the straw covering the potatoes was
sinking. | lifted some of the straw, and somehow, it seemed like | hadn’t patted down the earth enough. Air was getting in and all of
the potatoes were rotting. | ran to the local bureau and told them that they must allow me to remove the potatoes and feed them to
my animals because that's all they can be used for, if not they will all go to waste! At first, they flatly refused. | explained to them that
anyway they would not be able to use the potatoes for the army since they were rotting. They heard me, and sent inspectors to check
it out. The inspectors came. They took a look and said, “You're right, you may as well feed them to your animals because we aren't
going to get any use out of them.” | really thought that | was going to take those potatoes and feed them to the animals. | lifted some
of the straw, and | began to scratch my head. It seemed that only the top row of potatoes had spoiled. Underneath, the potatoes were
miraculously fresh as fresh can be! | began to think about this turn of events, and it occurred to me, “Maybe the n%iy 7¢ iaian was
giving me the opportunity to serve Reb Shayale by bringing him all of the potatoes that he needs for his n*maix. That could be the
only reason that this happened, it just doesn’'t make sense otherwise, so here | am with my potatoes.”

Reb Shayale completely relied on Hashem and continued to feed and help 7x7* 723 no matter what the circumstances were. As
bleak as the situation seemed, he was never deterred.

2|A Life of Truth
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nitiative —

Is it permissible to wear a reflector while walking outside an eruv in the
dark?

It is permissible to wear a reflector; however, it should be worn as a belt. If one’s
coat has a belt, he should leave the belt of the coat untied.!

Is it permissible to walk outside an eruv with tzitzis that are defective
(passul)?

Walking outside with defective Tzitzis is considered carrying and is therefore
forbidden.

Is it permissible to wear a tallis outdoors with the back tzitzis tucked in to
prevent them from dragging on the floor?

It is preferable to pull the front of the tallis further down, rather than tucking in the
back so that the back of the tallis will be raised instead, since some Poskim forbid
tucking in the back tzitzis.

Is it permissible to wear a jacket outside if it is merely lying over one’s
shoulders (i.e. the wearer’s arms are not inserted into the jacket sleeves)?

If it is common for jackets to be worn this way in the country where the person is
currently located, then the jacket may be worn in this fashion. Otherwise, it is
prohibited.

Is it permissible to wear a watch outside?

Lechatchila, a woman may only wear a watch outside if she considers it to be a
piece of jewelry to the extent that she would theoretically wear the watch even if it
was broken. If a woman is not sure if it is permissible for her to wear the watch
outside or not, she should ask herself, “Is my watch truly a piece of jewelry? Would
[ wear this watch even if it was broken?”

A man should not wear a watch outside on Shabbos.

1Even though it is better in general to tie the belt, in this case if one will tie the coat belt the reflector
would be considered carrying since two belts are unnecessary. Therefore, in this case of necessity
one can rely on the lenient opinions that do not consider an untied belt as carrying, since it is an
accessory to the coat.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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WEEK 30

N"N-2"112"Wn ,N"-2"Y ,X"-T" JNY N7Y 'Y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

The baby has a diaper rash. Can | put cream on even though it's naw?

QUESTION 2

The warm bottle for the baby sat around for a while and cooled down, and | would like to warm it
up. Can I fill up a bowl! of water from the urn and put the bottle into the hot water?

QUESTION 3

What's the n27n with baby wipes? Are they allowed to be used on naw?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

One of my children spilled a cup of wine on my wooden floor, leaving it sticky even after it was
wiped up. Can | spray it with a cleaning spray and then rub it with a paper towel?

Answer: A wooden floor is not considered something that absorbs or gets cleaned. Therefore, one
may soak it or rub it, as there is no worry of doing the NdN'7n of |27N. The same holds true for other
stiff surfaces such as Formica and granite counters, as well as tiled floors.

However, there may be a totally different issue. The 2-T"7wW X" writes that one may not sweep any
type of floor with a broom, because he may come to sweep a floor made of dirt, which could come
to NN NXIWN- filling and smoothing out ditches of a dirt floor, a form of Nia. The W' N"T N27n 1IN2
writes that a place where all their floors are not made of dirt -like our houses- has no such N1, as
we are not concerned of the possibility of NN NXIWN. There is a debate amongst the later D'poIo if
this AN applies equally to washing a floor which has the same wwn of NINIx NNIWN. The D'MNN
point to the 1"0 "D NN MWN who says that sweeping has more lenient rules than washing as a
X1 that they can't be compared, while others are lenient. One can therefore rely on the lenient
opinion if there is a very bothersome mess on the floor.

continued....
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continued....

QUESTION 1 continued....

It is interesting to note that the NN MWN says that the reason washing is more stringent than
sweeping is because by washing one is involved in improving the look of the floor and may do
NN NXIWN, as opposed to sweeping which is just basic upkeep. One could therefore argue that
washing a specific dirty area on the floor is not similar to the washing of the n1INa MmN, since one
is not coming to improve the look of the floor but just clean one area.

QUESTION 2

He also got some wine on his shirt. Can | put some water on his shirt so the stain doesn’'t set?

Answer: Soaking dirty clothing is the NoN7n of |[27n, and even if no scrubbing is involved it isn't
allowed.

QUESTION 3

When | take my contact lenses off, | keep it in a solution that cleans it and keeps it soft and
lubricated. Can | put my contact lenses in this solution on naw?

Answer: A complicated question. Plastic is an object that doesn’'t absorb, and therefore it's Nn27n
should be like the objects mentioned in Answer 1 that can be soaked or rubbed. (Although niNax
I"U-2 7"I' nWn does write that one shouldn't rub a plastic tablecloth too hard since the n>7n of plastic
is not explicit in the D'poIv.) However, it seems that the lenses do absorb the solution and can get
cleaned from it, which would be a reason not to soak it. There is however reason to be lenient. There
is a DIIWNY NPI7NN if one may soak a clean object (‘clean” meaning not stained, even though it has
noticeable use to it) on NawW. The W'w n"T '0-2"W N27N 1IN writes that although the Yy |N7W is
lenient, one should be NN because there is a NINN N NDX7N WWN. The later D'POID therefore write
that since it isn't so clear if soaking lenses is a problem at all since it is plastic, and there are also
NIv'Y that allow soaking clean objects, one may use the lens solution since the lenses have no stains
on them.

There is one important point to add. The N"n NN MW writes that even those that are lenient to
soak clean objects don't allow it when one’s intention is specifically to clean. Therefore, many D'0ID
hold that one should not use a cleaning solution, but rather a solution that just keeps the lenses
soft and lubricated.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM




TORAS REB RKALMAN

27X S1IDI0

Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'’tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Courage and Conviction

Rav Chatzel Miletzky (later of Yerushalayim)
was sixteen years old when war tore through
Europe in a wave of devastation, destruction, and
death. Young Chaikel skirted danger and looked
fear in the eye, yet he never allowed the fear of
human threat overcome his fear of Heaven.
Following are three stories, shared with me by
Rav Chaikel Miletzky’s nephew, R’ Aryeh,
demonstrating Rav  Chaikel’s strength of
character and conviction to do the right thing
regardless of danger or difficulty.

keksk

Sixteen-year-old Chaikel Miletzky was walking
on the street one day, when a deep moan suddenly

startled him. He glanced around, trying to
determine the source of the sound. There, on the
wayside, between two trees, lay a soldier. He
moaned again, and Chaikel hurried over.

Even to a novice, the soldier’s condition looked
bad. His complexion was grayish, his uniform
covered in blood. “I'm dying,” the soldier
confirmed in a weak voice. “And I'm a Jew.
Please ensure that I will be brought to a Jewish
burial!”

Still thoroughly shocked by the scene before him,
Chaikel nodded. He tried to find the words to
respond, but the man didn’t wait for him to reply.
He closed his eyes and whispered Shema Yisrael.

And then it was over. His soul had returned to his
Maker.

Chaikel bit his lip. He knew he needed to bring
this anonymous soldier to kever Yisrael, but it
was extremely dangerous to do so. If he was
caught walking through the streets with a dead
soldier, it was practically a death sentence. Even
if he did manage to make it to the mikvah to
perform the taharah, the stakes were still very
high. At any step of the process, from cleansing
to burial, the probability of being discovered and
charged with the soldier’s murder was extremely
high.

Chaikel looked down at the body on the floor. It
would mean risking his life, but he would not
betray his commitment to the soldier. Even if it
was the last mitzvah he would ever merit to
perform, it was his obligation to try.

A dead body is significantly heavier than a living,
breathing one, but Chaikel was a young and
muscular young man. He took a deep breath,
hefted his muscles and heaved, half-carrying,
half-dragging the uniformed corpse onto the road.



No less than half a minute later, still just a few
feet away from the site where the soldier had died,
a wagon pulled up beside Chaikel and his heavy
load. Two soldiers on patrol jumped down, their
eyes roving over him and the body, demanding to
know just what he was doing.

Chaikel knew that the sight of himself, a strong
and obviously Jewish youth, in the company of a
dead soldier, was extremely suspicious. He’d
known it from the moment the anonymous Jewish
soldier had breathed his last. Taking a deep
breath, he decided to tell the truth and plead for
mercy. Though the chances were slim, he could
only pray that the soldiers would believe him.

“I was walking down the road, and I heard him
moaning,” he said earnestly, hoping the soldiers
wouldn’t notice how badly his hands were
trembling. “I found him lying between the trees,
dying. He asked me, with his final breaths, to
ensure that he would be buried according to
Jewish law, and then he died. All I wanted to do
was to fulfill his dying wishes!”

The soldier on his right snorted in obvious
disdain. “He was dying, huh? After you helped
him die!”

“I didn’t, I promise!” Chaikel cried, distressed. “I
don’t know what caused his death; I only found
him when it was too late to do anything to save
him!”

“Traitor,” the other soldier said flatly, binding his
wrists behind his back. “Do you expect us to
believe you? You will pay for this crime.”

“I’m not a traitor,” Chaikel tried protesting. “I
promise I didn’t kill him!”

The soldiers glared at him until he fell silent and
then hauled him over the side of the wagon like a
sack of vegetables. “Save your breath,” they said,
loading the body onto the wagon beside him with

considerably more respect. “You’re going to need
it at the trial.”

Chaikel began murmuring fervent tefillos. The
odds of him escaping death seemed slim, and he
pleaded with Hashem to save him. Concentrating
on his prayers, he barely noticed the passing
scenery, and was startled to discover a few
minutes later, when the wagon rolled to a stop,
that they were at the center of the local army base.

A military tribunal was hastily assembled, and
Chaikel was forced to try to defend himself in an
effort that was doomed from the start. Although
he staunchly maintained his innocence, he had no
way of proving that he had not killed the soldier,
and the circumstantial evidence weighed heavily
against him. It did not take long before the guilty
verdict was handed down.

The judge ordered him to the large field, where he
was surrounded by fifteen soldiers in a semicircle,
their guns pointed at his temple. Caught in the
crosshairs of fifteen guns, Chaikel was given a
final opportunity to pray before the triggers would
be pulled on all fifteen revolvers.

He stood in the middle, looking so young and
vulnerable, like a newborn calf surrounded by
fifteen lions. He began to recite vidui, tears
streaming down his face, but then the sight of the
guns pointed at him overwhelmed his senses. He
simply could not bear the sight of death, and he
collapsed on the floor, wailing like a baby.

The soldiers showed him no mercy. They hooked
him by the elbow and dragged him to a wall,
forcing him upright against it. His face was
completely sapped of all color; his lips a pasty
white. In a terrified voice, he began screaming
Shema Yisrael as the soldiers took up their
positions around him and aimed their revolvers.



But before they could pull the trigger and release
a hail of bullets in his direction, a tall, decorated
officer strolled over. “Halt!” he ordered, conceit
and arrogance dripping from his words. “What is
going on here? Who authorized this?”

The soldiers lowered their guns and saluted. The
officer, a high-ranking general, was not too
pleased to hear that a military trial had been
convened in his absence, and he insisted on
investigating the matter himself.

In the meantime, the dead soldier’s uniform was
removed from his body, and his pockets were
emptied in the process. Among the assorted
belongings he had been carrying on him at the
time of his death, the soldiers discovered a note, a
suicide note, written by the dead soldier, in which
he declared that he planned on taking his own life.

The note was evidence enough to prove Chaikel’s
claims of innocence, and when the general
concluded his investigation, he declared the
young Jew a free man. Chaikel was allowed to
perform the taharah, and the Jewish soldier was
duly buried.

A few months passed, and a deadly epidemic
broke out in the city. The illness spread quickly,
claiming the lives of victim after victim, young
and old indiscriminately. To slow the spread of
the disease, infected patients were quarantined in
a primitive sanatorium so that their family
members would not become infected as well.

Chaikel Miletzky was young and strong, but when
the dreaded disease took hold of his body, he
slowly began to waste away. Lying in quarantine,
away from his family and his yeshiva friends, he
felt death draw nearer and nearer. Sooner or later,
he would succumb to the illness, just like so many
others around him.

One night, as he lay in bed, feverish and delirious,
he dreamed that the soldier came to visit him,
bearing optimistic news. “You risked your life for
me,” the soldier told him in his dream. “Despite
the danger involved, you did not back down from
your commitment to doing the right thing,
bringing me to kever Yisrael. You will be repaid!
When you wake up in the morning, you will find
grass under your pillow. Cook the grass in water
and drink the liquid. This medicine will heal you
from your illness.”

In the morning, Chaikel lifted his head weakly
from his pillow and groped underneath it. Indeed,
just like the soldier in his dream had promised,
there was a clump of grass beneath his pillow.
Dredging up his last reserves of strength, he
boiled the grass in water and drank the liquid.

Unbelievably, he got stronger and stronger, and
just a few short days later, he completely
recovered from the illness.

His courage and commitment to do the right thing
had been rewarded.

keksk

The war had taken a toll on the civilian food
supply, and there was little food to be found.
Hunger was rampant, and the unfortunate sight of
hungry children begging on the streets was
common.

The transplanted yeshivos, too, suffered from a
severe lack of food. While the roshei yeshiva
understood the importance of physical
nourishment to sustain limud Torah, they simply
were not able to obtain enough food to satisfy the
hungry bachurim. Whatever staples they did
manage to procure for the bachurim was strictly
rationed, and the yeshiva bachurim became
accustomed to the painful sensation of hunger.



In the yeshiva where Chaikel Miletzky learned
during those years, headed by the famed Rav Leib
Chasman, the food shortage was similarly acute.
The bachurim learned to be grateful for their
miniscule portions, understanding that there were
many who were less fortunate than they. Instead,
they nourished their bodies with rigorous Torah
study, filling up on the teachings of Abaye and
Rava.

One Friday afternoon, a bedraggled looking
bachur showed up in the yeshiva’s bais medrash.
His face was thin and gaunt, his threadbare
clothing hanging on his skeletal frame. Chaikel,
noticing the newcomer, went over to greet him.

“Please let me stay here for Shabbos,” the young
man begged. “I’m starving, and [ have nowhere to
eat or sleep. Please allow me to join the yeshiva
for Shabbos.”

A deep sense of compassion overtook Chaikel.
The other boy looked to be around his age, and
the suffering on his face and the hunger in his eyes
touched Chaikel deeply. “Of course,” he said
warmly, his heart going out to the starving boy.
How could he turn down a Jew in need?

The unusual news spread quickly that a talmid in
the yeshiva, Chaikel Miletzky, had given
permission to a stranger to join the yeshiva for
Shabbos despite the severe food shortage.
Eventually, the news reached the ears of Rav Leib
Chasman, the rosh yeshiva himself.

Rav Leib was somewhat taken aback that a talmid
in the yeshiva saw himself as possessing the
necessary authority to spend Shabbos in the
yeshiva at the yeshiva’s expense. Chaikel’s
compassion for the young bachur
notwithstanding, it was not his place to decide for
the rosh yeshiva whether or not a boy from
outside the yeshiva was allowed to join for
Shabbos.

Rav Leib knew that it was impossible to run a
yeshiva, especially under such difficult
circumstances, if the lines of authority were not
respected. If he did not nip the issue in the bud, it
would not take long before matters escalated out
of control. After all, there were thousands of
starving Jewish children, but the yeshiva, which
quite simply could not satisfy the needs of its own
students, could not possibly take care of them.

“Chaikel,” Rav Leib summoned the bachur, his
expression severe. “Is this a free-for-all? Who is
the rosh yeshiva here? Who gets to decide who
can spend Shabbos here?”

Chaikel accepted the rebuke with a lowered head,
but when he realized that the rosh yeshiva was
waiting for him to respond, he said quiety, “But
the bachur was so hungry!”

“If that is the case,” Rav Leib said sternly, “He
will eat your portion this Shabbos. He will sleep
in your bed and enjoy your meals, while you will
suffice with whatever crumbs you can find when
the meal is over. There are no extra portions in
yeshiva.”

“I understand,” Chaikel said softly, his head still
bowed. Though he would be hungry over
Shabbos, he did not regret his actions. The rosh
yeshiva was correct; he really did not possess the
authority to welcome new bachurim on the
yeshiva’s tab. But the sorrow and the hunger, that
he’d seen in the bachur’s eyes convinced him that
he’d done the right thing. It was worth his own
hunger to help a starving bachur.

That Shabbos, Chaikel sufficed with spare
crumbs while thriving on the nourishment of
helping another. Despite the fact that he hadn’t
had much to eat, he was energized by his
commitment and his courage to do the right thing.
By the time shalosh seudos was over and he
joined the other bachurim in Rav Leib’s home for



the rosh yeshiva’s weekly schmooze, he was sure
the entire matter was behind him.

Rav Leib’s weekly schmooze was a packed event.
Roshei yeshiva and talmidei chachamim from
around the city would crowd together with the
yeshiva bachurim in Rav Leib’s home, where he
would deliver a fiery address that would rouse and
inspire them. Each week at the end of the
schmooze, Rav Leib would honor one of the
present roshei yeshiva with the amud for Maariv.

That week, Chaikel stood in the audience as Rav
Leib wrapped up his schmooze, musing over what
he’d heard, when he suddenly heard his name
being called. “Chaikel!” Rav Leib boomed. “You
are a rosh yeshiva, aren’t you? Come up and
daven Maariv!”

Chaikel’s cheeks burned as he immediately
grasped that the rosh yeshiva was rebuking him.
Rav Leib had not yet forgiven him for his brazen
act of allowing the stranger into the yeshiva for
Shabbos on his own authority. But as
embarrassing as it would be, he had no choice but
to obey his rosh yeshiva’s command, and so he
walked up to the front of the room and began
Maariv.

When Maariv was over, the lesson his rosh
yeshiva had been trying to convey settled a little
more deeply into him, but if he thought it was
over, it wasn’t.

“Chaikel, please make Havdalah,” Rav Leib
urged. Since this was an honor usually reserved
for one of the roshei yeshiva, Chaikel understood
that this was a continuation of Rav Leib’s rebuke.
Swallowing his pride, he picked up the goblet and
recited Havdalah.

After Havdalah, the assemblage began to disband
as the bachurim and talmidei chachamim trickled
out of the house. Chaikel, hoping to escape the

rosh yeshiva’s house as quickly as possible, tried
to inch away, but Rav Leib motioned to him to
remain until everyone had left. He watched the
room slowly empty out and waited nervously for
the axe to fall.

At last, only the two of them were left in the room
— sixteen-year-old Chaikel Miletzky and the great
rosh yeshiva, Rav Leib Chasman. Rav Leib
withdrew a small box of cigarettes. “A new rosh
yeshiva, eh?” he asked, handing one to his talmid.
“Let’s smoke.”

Chaikel felt extremely uncomfortable smoking
together with his rosh yeshiva, as though they
were equals. He took a hesitant puff, afraid to
disobey.

Rav Leib lowered his cigarette and looked
Chaikel in the eye. “Did you learn your lesson?”
he asked quietly. “Next week, if a bachur comes,
will you allow him to stay in yeshiva without
asking my permission?”

Chaikel returned his gaze. “Yes,” he said
respectfully. “I would be willing to give up my
portion again, to suffer the humiliation of leading
Maariv and Havdalah, and not turn down a
starving Jew who needs a place for Shabbos.”

Rav Leib’s face lit up and he gave his talmid an
appreciative tap on his cheek. “May you continue
using your kochos for klal Yisrael,” he wished
him warmly. “That is what [ wanted to see!
Flaunting authority on a whim cannot be
tolerated; but for a bachur to have the courage to
stick to his convictions — that is greatness!

Leaning back in his chair, he smiled at his talmid.
“Now we can really smoke together as equals.”

kekok

It was a half-hour before Kol Nidrei and the door
of the local shul burst open. Fourteen soldiers



dashed inside, panting for breath. “Yidden!” they
cried. “Please! Help us! Help us!”

Between ragged breaths, they explained that they
had just deserted from the army in order to
participate in the Yom Kippur davening. With the
War still raging fiercely, they were not permitted
to take furlough in order to spend Yom Kippur in
shul, and so they’d run away from their battalion.
If they were caught, they would be sentenced to
death immediately.

The risk they placed on the heads of all the Jews
in the city was tremendous. If the deserters were
caught, not only would they be killed, but all the
Jews would be branded as traitors. However,
despite the very real danger, the Jews knew that
they could not betray their brethren. Ignoring the
threat to their own lives, they quickly found
fourteen sets of clothing and shoes for the soldiers
so that they could shed their army uniforms and
blend in with the crowd.

Even once the soldiers had all changed into
civilian attire and were indistinguishable from the
rest of the men in the shul, a problem remained in
the incriminating pile of coarse army uniforms,
now disposed in a heap on the floor. They needed
to get rid of the uniforms, and quickly, lest the
military police chance upon it during the search
that was sure to soon commence.

One of the rabbanim present came up with a
brainstorm. In the cemetery was an empty grave,
which he had dug as a segulah for longevity.
Since the grave had already been dug, all they
needed to do was bury the uniforms inside of it.
Even if the uniforms were eventually found, the
deserters would be long gone by then.

The idea was a solid one, but not too many people
were interested in volunteering for the difficult
and dangerous task of burying the uniforms.
There was a high risk of being caught transporting

the incriminating clothing to the cemetery, and
people were afraid.

Realizing that no one else was ready to undertake
the mission, Chaikel jumped in. The sun had fully
set by then, and while the rest of the shul davened
kol nidrei, he found himself lugging a heavy sack
of fourteen sets of uniforms and army boots to the
cemetery.

He took the longest but quietest route, hoping to
avoid the scrutiny of people, and prayed the entire
time that he not be caught by the soldiers roaming
around the city. When he reached the cemetery,
he searched feverishly until he found the empty
grave and dumped the entire sack inside. With his
foot, he shoveled dirt over the grave until the
mound of clothing was covered up. When the
operation was finally completed, he sighed with
relief and began hastily walking out of the
cemetery.

“Halt!” a voice rang out just as Chaikel exited the
cemetery. He looked up and saw a pair of soldiers
coming toward him. Not about to give himself up
without a fight, Chaikel ran.

The soldiers ran too, releasing their dogs at his
heels and cornering him into a tree. He began
murmuring vidui. He had done a mitzvah, on
Yom Kippur night, and now it appeared that he
would die for it. Let it be an atonement for klal
Yisrael, he thought to himself.

“Where are you going?” a soldier on horseback
demanded. “Why did you run from us? What do
you have to hide?”

“And what,” his colleague added, his arms folded
across his chest. “Were you doing in the cemetery
at night?”

“I,” Chaikel began, his mind racing. “I... T was
helping a widow,” he blurted. “There’s a widow
in town who just lost her eight-year-old son. She



begged me to help her, and so 1 agreed to bury
him for her.”

“Really,” the soldier on horseback said, his tone
betraying his disbelief.

“Yes!” Chaikel said quickly. “She was hysterical,
and [ wanted to help her.”

The other solder withdrew a knife and held it up
toward Chaikel’s neck. “If you are lying to us, |
will slit your throat,” he said menacingly. “Show
us the grave!”

Chaikel shivered as he walked back into the
forbidding cemetery sandwiched between the
knife-wielding soldier and the mounted one. As
they walked and walked between the rows of
graves, he tried to think of a way out.

“Where is it?” the soldier murmured dangerously,
very close to his ear.

Chaikel’s voice was wobbly as he responded,
stalling for time. “It’s at the very end of the
cemetery.”

Suddenly, without warning, the mounted soldier
seemed to have a change of heart. “I know what
it means to lose a child,” he said, sympathy
oozing from his voice. “I know how difficult it is.
I don’t think it’s right that we are making you go
to more trouble now. Where were you headed
before we found you, boy? We’ll accompany you
there to make sure no bothers you.”

And just like that, the two soldiers accompanied
Chaikel back into town right up to the door of the
shul, like a pair of protective bodyguards.

A stunned Chaikel stumbled into the shul just as
the congregation began to recite ‘Keil melech
yoshev al kisei rachamim...” It was the night of
Yom Kippur, and he’d personally merited to
experience the mercy of his King.

When he later told the story to his rosh yeshiva,
Rav Leib Chasman, Rav Leib didn’t get excited.
“You were a shliach mitzvah,” he told Chaikel
simply. “And it says in the Gemara that one who
is sent to do a mitzvah will not be harmed on his
way to or from performing the mitzvah.”

Indeed, Chaikel demonstrated unwavering
courage and conviction to do the right thing
despite difficulty or danger, a courage that
propelled him to the elevated heights of the famed
Rav Chaikel Miletzky that he later became.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A218
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Volume One of the
“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn”
Book Series is now available at your local Judaica
Store.

Amazing Tales of Tzaddikim,
Alive with Yiras Shamayim,
Emunah, and Middos Tovos

EXCITING NEWS!!!!

Volume Two is scheduled to be released in
time for Shavuos
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Toras Reb Kalman created a curriculum series
out of these stories that will change the chinuch
system — just like Reb Kalman wanted!

Volume One of the new curriculum series is
NOW available for Schools to purchase.

Reading
Writing

with stories of
our Sages

email torasrebkalman @ gmail.com for a sample
or for more information
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH You Can’t Leave

(20,89 XIP”) .RYY KD WITpPRT 1M
He shall not exit the Mikdash. (Vayikra 21:12)

Did you know the Kohen Gadolhad an apartment  to be in jail. Even if the conditions there are good,

inside Beis Hamikdash? even if he eats like a king, it’s worth nothing to him.
The Rambam writes: He just wants to get out because he can’t stand the
He [the Kohen Gadol] shall have a home torture of being imprisoned.

ready for him in the Mikdash, and it is called A person might happen to stay at home for
the chamber of the Kohel Gadol. It is hishonor an extended period and be perfectly happy, bue if

and glory that he should dwell in the Mikdash he is forced to be at home, if he is locked up and

all day, and not leave, other than to his home not allowed to leave, he can’t stand it. He will do

at night, or for an hour or two during the day. anything to get out.

And his home should be in Yerushalayim, and
he should not leave that place.!

A Heavenly Prison

We see this from the story of Shlomo and Shimi

We see that the Kohen Gadol was very restricted .
ben Geira.

Before David HaMelech’s death, he instructed
his son Shlomo how to handle Shimi ben Gera,
who had cursed and stoned him when he fled from

in movement. He needs to spend all day in Beis
Hamikdash, and may not leave Yerushalayim.
Naturally speaking, it is very unpleasant to be so tied
down. It’s akin to being imprisoned, which, as we i
. . . , Avshalom’s uprising:
know, is a big punishment. A person doesn’t want
Behold, with you is Shimi ben Gera son

- of the Benjaminite, from Bachurim. He
1 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Klei Hamikdash 5:6.



cursed me with a vehement curse on the
day I went to Machanayim. He came down
to greet me at the Jordan River, and I swore

to him by Hashem [that I will not kill him],
saying, “Lest I kill you by the sword.”

But now, do not treat him as innocent.
For you are a wise man and you know what
to do with him. You shall bring his hoary
head down to the grave in blood.

How, in fact, did Shlomo handle Shimi ben Geira?

The King [Shlomo] sent and called for
Shimi. He said to him, “Build for yourself
a house in Jerusalem. Dwell there, and do
not go out from there to this place and
that. And it will be, on the day you go out
and pass the Kidron Stream, that you will
surely know that you must die. Your blood

will be on your own head.?

Three years went by, and Shimi did not leave
Yerushalayim. But then two of his slaves ran away,
and he went out after them to get them back. This
gave Shlomo Hamelech a reason to put Shimi ben

Geira to death, and so he did.
Now, why did Shimi feel compelled to go

out, at the risk of his life, using his runaway slaves
as an excuse? Is there a city more beautiful than
Yerushalayim? Is Yerushalayim a prison?

R. Chayim Shmuelevitz explains that a person
cannot tolerate being confined to his place, no
matter what that place is.

David Hamelech, before his death, commanded

his son Shlomo, “Do not treat him as innocent.”

2 I Melachim 2:8-9.
3 Ibid, vs 36-46.

Shlomo needs to find a way, a legal justification, by

which to put Shimi ben Geira to death.

Shlomo in his wisdom knew that if he forbids
Shimi to leave Yerushalayim, sooner or later he will
leave. Because that is human nature. People cannot
tolerate being limited. If a person has no limitations
put on him, he can live happily in Yerushalayim for
the rest of his life, and have no reason to leave. But if
he is locked up, his nature pushes him to break out.
So explains R. Chayim Shmuelevitz.

Why are people this way?

Want to Stretch Out

Chazal say* that when Adam Harishon was
created, his size was “from one end of the heavens
to the other end.” However, they disagree whether
Adam reached from one side of the world to the
other, i.e., from east to west, or whether he reached
from earth to the heavens. The Gemara concludes by
stating that they are actually the same measurement.
In other words, it is the same essential definition of
man’s nature, either way you measure it.

When Adam Harishon sinned,
says that Hashem “placed His hand upon him,”

the Gemara

and diminished his size. Man no longer reached
across the world or up to the sky; he was now a
mere hundred a7mos (approx. 150 feet). With every
subsequent generation he shrunk more, until he
reached the dimensions we are familiar with today.

We may not see ourselves as being tall as the sky
or as reaching all the way around the world, but that
was Adam’s original form, and this is our essential
nature, too. because our true nature remains the same
forever. It’s not that Hashem chopped some pieces

4 Chagigah 12a.
5 Tehillim 139:5; Chagigah ibid.
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out of Adam Harishon to get him down to size.

Rather, the quality of “from one end of the heavens
to the other end” was concentrated and compressed
into a smaller physical stature. So as soon as a person
gets the chance, he expands and spreads out, because
being confined to a small space goes against his
nature and causes him a lot of distress.

We see that people really enjoy traveling far
distances and seeing new sites around the world.
Even little children, who are usually jumpy and
restless, can sit quietly in a car for hours on end just
looking out the window and seeing new sites. This is
because stretching around the world is man’s natural
state. Seeing and knowing about things grants a
person a certain amount of control over them, so the
more a person sees and knows about the world, the
more he is returning to his original state of “from
one end of the heavens to the other end,” and this
gives him immense pleasure.

Stand Up

This brings us to an important caveat. Indeed,
Adam Harishon reached from one end of the world
to the other, or his height was from earth to heaven,
and it is actually the same measurement, as stated in
the Gemnara we quoted above. And these dimensions
are part of human nature, as we explained. But you
can’t have it both ways.

We need to choose whether we want to stretch
around the world, or up to heaven, because we can’t
do both. It’s not possible.

Hashem gives us everything we require. All our
needs are naturally provided for, and this includes
the need to reach from one end of the world to the
other. Our bodies are not that big, or course, but we
can do it by the power of thought, which is man’s
unique and essential quality.

In our generation, people reach around the world
by phone, by plane, by the newspaper. They know
what’s happening all over the globe.

Hashem granted this to our generation because
reaching around the world is a human need. We
can’t live closed up in a cage like an animal.

But what about all the previous generations?
How did they live this way?

They didn’t. In past generations, people didn’t
stretch around the world; they stretched up to
heaven. This was surely true of Jews. A Jew’s head
was always in heaven, connected to the Kisei
Hakavod. But even non-Jews were deeply involved
in the sublime wisdom of the hierarchy of the angels
and the constellations of the Zodiac.

Then people changed. Instead of standing on
their feet with their heads in heaven, they fell down
on the ground, so to speak, and sprawled out from
one end of the world to the other.

The Vertical Kohen Gadol

Let’s get back to the Kohen Gadol. He is supposed
to stay in Beis Hamikdash all day long, and never
leave Yerushalayim. x%> X5 wipnin 1M — “He shall
not exit the Mikdash.”

How does this make him feel?

At first glance, we might have pity on the poor
Kohen Gadol who is locked up in his Mikdash
apartment and can’t travel out of the city. But the

Rambam writes that “It is his honor and glory”

It is human dignity to stand on one’s feet with
one’s head above, and not sprawl out with one’s face
in the ground like an animal. This is why it is the
Kohen Gadol’s honor and glory to remain in the
Mikdash and in Yerushalayim.

If a person is tempted to join in the frenzy of
modern humanity, to know everything that is
happening in the world, he needs to decide which
position he prefers. Does he want to lie sprawled out
on the ground and look all around the world, and
know what is happening in Russia and China and

South Africa, and embrace the whole wide world?

Or does he want to stand on his feet with his head
in heaven, attached to the Kise; Hakavod, hearing
the song of the malachim and learning Torah from

Hashem’s mouth?

Because you can’t do both. It just doesn’t work

that way. It is a contradiction in terms. ®
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; A Time to Clarity

(0,33 X3P .NINAY YaY M NAYT NINnn 02Y DN190)
You shall count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath... seven weeks. (Fayikra 23:15)

Sefiras Ha'Omer is a time of preparation and
purification for Matan Torah. Itisatime of clarification
for every Jew: is he fitting to receive the Torah? This is
why the zalmidim of Rabbi Akiva died at this time, as
they did not treat each other with sufficient respect.

Rabbi Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of talmidim,
from Geves to Antifras, and they all died in one period
because they did not treat each other respectfully.!

Thisimperfection in theareaof bein adam [thaveiro,
in the way they conducted their interpersonal
relationships, impinged on their very right to live. 777
MN% TP ¥R — “Proper behavior precedes Torah,”
therefore, someone who is lacking in proper behavior
toward his fellow Jews is not fitting to come to the
time of Matan Torab.

It is likely that at other times of year, too, Rabbi
Akivas talmidim did not show sufficient respect to
one another, and were held responsible for it, but it
did not cause their death. In Sefiras Ha'Omer, which
is a time of preparation, a time of increasingly intense
clarification, their lacking in this area stood out more,
and had a greater effect, so much so that they were

punished with death.

The more that a time of year is suited to high levels
of spirituality, the greater is the responsibility for
one’s failures and lackings during that time. When
we are preparing to receive the Torah, every person is
examined extra carefully if he is fitting for the Torah.
This is why the zalmidim of Rabbi Akiva died at this

time.

Torah Atones

R. Chaim of Volozhin explains® that Torah learning

1 Yevamos 62b.
2 Nefesh Hachayim 4:31.

has the power to atone for all sins. One who occupies
himself with Torah study does not need the korbanos
to atone for him because the power of Torah will atone
for him and bring forgiveness for all his transgressions.

Occupying oneself with Torah study atones for all
the transgressions of the sinning soul..... We can see how
great the power of Torah study is from the fact that it
purifies the transgressors of the Jewish people when
they do teshuvah, even if they were guilty of idolatry....
If a person occupies himself with Torah study for its
own sake — even if he previously sullied himself with
tremendous sins and transgressions and sunk deep in
the mud and filth of the depths of evil, chas vshalom
— by means of Torah learning he can still count on the
light of Torah to bring him back to the good.?

We find the same idea expressed by Rabbeinu Yonah,
who detailed the various categories of atonement for
the various types of sins.* He explains that some sins are
atoned by means of lashing, some by the death penalty,
and some through £ares, dying young. The severity of

the sin determines its form of atonement.

Rabbeinu Yonah states there in article 16 that if a
person is guilty of desecrating Hashemn’s Name, then
undergoing suffering is not sufficient to atone for his
sin. However, he writes:

He can attain atonement by means of
constant Torah study and toiling in Torah,
as Chazal say? “ o9y ™3 1y 1931 DN
imna na12 — “The House of Eli shall not
be atoned for by animal offerings and grain
offerings.® By animal offerings and grain
offerings they cannot attain atonement,

3 Ibid.

4 Shaarei Teshuvah 4.
5 Rosh Hashanah 18a.
6 1 Shmuel 3:14.
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but they may attain atonement by words of
Torah.” ... Thus we see that Torah study heals
even the most grievous of wounds. Therefore
it says 0”1 Yy WY 899 — “The healing of
the tongue is the Tree of Life””®

Torah learning transcends the whole system. It is
above and beyond the regular spiritual rules. It is the
underlying reality of life and of the world, so Torah has
the power to atone for all of a person’s sins, even those

that korbanos cannot atone.

This is why R. Chaim of Volozhin wrote that a
person can, by occupying himself with Torah study,
purify his soul from even the deepest and filthiest evil.
As Rabbeinu Yonah said, “Torah study heals even the

most grievous of wounds.” It even atones for chilul
Hashem.

The Superhuman Ben Torah

Hashem’s world is composed of mineral, vegetable,
animal and human. To truly reach the level of “human”
itis not enough to just walk around on two legs. A truly
“human” being is a Jew who properly learns Torah and
carefully keeps mzitzvos and perfects his character traits.
The whole purpose of man’s creation was for him to
perfect his character traits according to Torah and
mitzvos, to live his life according to the Torah’s ways.
His deeds of chesed and proper performance of mitzvos

are the glorious expression of his humanity.

But there is a level even higher than that of
“human.” There is the level of the ben Torah. A ben
1o7ah’s learning of Torah is different and loftier than
that of an ordinary person. His character traits and
performance of mitzvos are different. They are not a
matter of shape and order; rather, his entire being is
attached to Hashem and Torah.

7 Mishlei 15:4.
8 Shaarei Teshuvah 4:16.
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Someone who sacrifices sleep for another look at
the sugya is a ben Torah. Only he whose constancy in
Torah learning is not limited to the regular, scheduled
study sessions is living in a place above the physical
world.

Alot more is expected of a ben Torah when it comes
to his behavior toward other people. A ben Torah needs
to display kindness and compassion at all times and
in every situation. There is no such thing as a person
or a type of behavior that he can’t stand. So during
the period of preparing and clarifying before Mazan
Torah, he needs to conduct his interpersonal relations
in aloftier way. His bein adam [thaveiro needs to be on

a higher level.
This was the time of year when Rabbi Akiva’s

talmidim were held to account for not treating each
other with sufficient respect. In order for the world to
continue to exist propetly, the place of Torah needs to
be as it should. Lack of respect for others damages a
person’s own right to exist. And when they died, “the
world was desolate,” as Chazal say. This indicates that
the world cannot exist, there is no life, without bznei

Torah.

It is hard to maintain this high level of connection
to Torah, mitzvos and midos tovos, but it is important
for us to know the truth. The way to reach the level
of ben Torah is in stages. Deveikus to Torah study, or
proper devotion to Téfilah, working on one’s midos, or
on enhancing one’s mitzvah performance. Each person
according to what is most relevant to him can connect
to the level of being a ben Torah. This is a level that lifts
aperson above the world, a level that not dependent of
one’s scheduled learning periods and is not limited to
the days and times of year when yeshivab is in session.

Just as the Torah enables the world to exist, so the
ben Torah bears on his shoulders the world’s existence.
He is the perfected human being whose deeds keep the
world going. This is an unlimited, unending chesed that
encompasses the entire world. ®
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