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Hashem Can Do Anything

It was the height of World War Il and young Chaim Yossel Ganz was out after curfew, again. What other
option did he have? He lived in the ghetto in a one room apartment that housed his own family as well as
two others, and there was no food for anybody. At all. The only way his family could survive was if someone
would sneak out at night and go through the garbage bins for any edible leftovers. That someone was
almost invariably the brave Chaim Yossel. But even the bravest of men fear death.

Chaim Yossel snuck through the dark alleys of Warsaw, looking for sustenance for his family. At the same
time, he kept his eyes and ears open, on the lookout for the Nazis that were swarming the streets, looking
for anyone who dared transgress the 8:30 compulsory curfew. Every step brought Chaim Yossel closer to
life-giving food, or a horrible death.

A sound, nearby, caught Chaim Yossel’s attention, but it was too late. Chaim Yossel turned around, and
found himself staring right into the eyes of a Nazi officer! Was this the end?

The Nazi looked at Chaim Yossel, and motioned him to follow after him. Chaim Yossel was brought to an
open-air market where he saw a small gathering of Jews, lined up against a wall at the far side of the
market. Chaim Yossel was motioned to do the same. Realizing where this was leading, Chaim Yossel began
to daven, preparing to die al kiddush Hashem.

A Nazi holding a large gun got into position in front of them. As he began to raise his gun, he said “Tell me
what your G-d can do for you now! Do you think he is going to save you? | am standing in front of you with

1”7

the gun that is about to end your lives! Can your G-d stop me?

Upon hearing this, Chaim Yossel could not remain silent. He stepped forward, and in a strong voice, he
told the Nazi, “There is nothing my G-d cannot do! If it is his will that | and the rest of the Jews are to die
right now, then that is what will happen. But if it is NOT his will? Then even now, you will not be able to
kill us! I believe this completely and absolutely!”

At that moment, everyone became aware of a buzzing sound that began getting stronger and stronger.
They looked up and saw a whole fleet of Allied dive bombers swooping down towards their location! The
Nazi took one look, dropped his gun and fled! Everyone who had been lined up against the wall for
execution ran for their lives and were, boruch Hashem, saved!

In the zechus of his emunah, Chaim Yossel was saved from certain death and survived the war. He
eventually ended up in Eretz Yisroel where he taught Torah, emunah, and yiras shomayim to cheder
children for the rest of his life.



13

- CH YEING
Shabbos

Weekly Inspiration

SEUDAH STORIES

7"5Wn DWITR NWID

Learning Till the Last Minute

Rav Avraham Burstein was the rav of the city of Tevrig in Lithuania. During World War |. there was a curfew
placed on the city. No one was allowed to have any lights in their homes lest the enemy be able to spot
their homes and attack. Rav Avraham disregarded the warning and left on a very small light, enough to
enable him to see the page he was learning. Nevertheless, the soldiers noticed it and barged into his home,
accusing him of being a spy. Rav Avraham tried to explain that he was only using the light to study, but the
soldiers would hear none of it. They demanded that he admit to his crime. Rav Avraham stood by his story
and would not admit to any wrongdoing. The soldiers, determined that he must be a spy, prepared to
shoot him. But just before they did, Rav Avraham asked for one last wish: 15 minutes. In those 15 minutes,
Rav Avraham opened a Rambam, explaining to the soldiers that he had been studying something and had
not figured it out, so he needed a bit more time with it. This was his dying wish. A few moments later, a
siren sounded to call the soldiers together; they needed to move on to the next village. They immediately
left, leaving Rav Avraham alive to figure out his Rambam.

When Your House Burns Down

In a shiur on the laws of Shabbos, Rav Ben Tzion Abba Shaul mentioned the halachah that if a house is
burning down, one may not desecrate the Shabbos to save it. Someone from the crowd said, “What? Just
sit and watch your house burn down?” He replied, “I didn’t say you should sit and watch. You shouldn’t
just sit and watch. You should sing and dance for the opportunity to fulfill the mitzvah of loving Hashem
‘with all your money.”

The Steipler Buys a Lulav

Rav Yaakov Yisroel Kanievsky, the Steipler zt”l went shopping for a lulav with his grandson. He went into
one mocher and looked through the lulavim, but did not find any to his liking. He turned to walk out, but
as he was leaving, he turned around and went through the /ulavim again. He picked one and bought it. Of
course, as he was going home his grandson asked him to explain his actions.

The Steipler said that he realized as he was leaving that if he does not buy a /ulav from this mocher that
he would cause the mocher a tremendous loss. Everyone will say that the Steipler went there and could
not find a lulav; so don't waste your time to shop there. The sensitivity of the Steipler for someone else
was once again demonstrated.

Saved By a Honk

Yonah Kaufman was driving in his car one day, listening to a Torah tape as he often enjoyed doing. He was
going along on his way, when suddenly he heard a loud honk. He turned to see a swerving pickup truck
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careening toward him from out of nowhere. Fortunately, he was able to react just in time to avoid a
serious, possibly fatal collision. Although his car was fine, he was a wreck. He pulled over to catch his
breath and compose himself.

As he played the scene over in his mind, something didn't make sense. Who honked the horn? It sounded
a bit different than a regular horn sound. Eventually he figured it out. He replayed the Torah tape and just
at that point, there was the sound of a loud horn honking in the background. Apparently, when the
lecturer, Rav Dan Segal, delivered the presentation, a truck driving past the building honked its horn just
at that moment.

Yonah's dedication to Torah learning saved his life. The mitzvah saved his life.

Rav Segal delivered this lecture ten years prior to this near accident. Presumably, at the time when the
loud truck drove by, people considered it an annoying distraction, interrupting a wonderful Torah lecture.
Little could anyone have suspected at the time, that Hashem was masterfully orchestrating events so that
ten years later a Jew's life would be spared.

The Number of Disagreements

Once the Chofetz Chaim and the Rav of Charkov needed to speak to Rav Chaim, who was then living in
Warsaw. The two arrived at the home of R. Chaim when he was in the middle of shemoneh esrei. They
stood in the corner of the room, waiting for him to finish.

In the meantime, a yid entered who did not seem to be in full possession of his wits. “Rebbe,” he called
out, “why are there so many disagreements in shas?” Rav Chaim was just finishing his shemoneh esrei. He
took three steps back, thought for a moment and then turned to the man, “That is incorrect! In comparison
to the many statements in shas that are not disputed, the number of disagreements is fewer!”

The Chofetz Chaim began his discussion with Rav Chaim, and upon its conclusion he left with the Rav of
Charkov to get the train that would take them back to Radin. Normally the Chofetz Chaim was very
talkative — he would constantly say divrei Torah and discuss the state of yiddishkeit in the world and the
possibilities of improving things — however, on this journey he was silent. To the surprise of the Rav of
Charkov, for the entire way back to Radin the Chofetz Chaim was deep in thought. For many hours, he said
almost nothing. Finally, as the train was about to arrive at their station, he awoke from his trance and
exclaimed, “Rav Chaim is a giant” Only then did the Rav of Charkov realize that for the entire trip, the
Chofetz Chaim had been reviewing all of shas in his mind, and had now finally come to the conclusion that
Rav Chaim was correct. The number of disagreements is indeed fewer than the number of places where
there is no argument.
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DWVYTP NYI9

1. How are 5270 ,X2>py 27 and DwYTp NI connected?

2. Which mn in this week’s nv19 involves burning an item?
a. List three mxn in last week’s nw9 that involve burning an item.
b. List five other mxn in the NN that require the burning of an item.”

3. Which phrase is used in ©wyTp nw19 approximately 20 times?
4. List three msn in this week’s nvwa9 regarding a father.

5. Which two nay in this week’s nwn9, does the NN state explicitly create a
" N1ON?

6. What do animals, plants and clothing have in common?

7. Regarding me, there are three msn in the NN,
All three are in DWYTP NWY,
Two are done to a person,
One is on a field.
Who am I?

8. Iam used in four completely different contexts in the N7,
Once to describe an inability,
Once to describe the heart of a sinner,
Once regarding a mx»n to remove me,
Once regarding an MO>N to use me,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

Need a hint?
! Oneis just outside the wTpnn n13, one is just outside ©»w17’, one has a connection to a 210 DY, two have a connection to
1% DAY,




Answers

1. 75 I¥I0 NANN) - DOWYTP NWIS
(079 DT MYV DWITR K190) NN DITH DO NT TIND TYID NANNI XDPY 27 DN
(.N9 Maw) D22 NNINN DI NXD T TAYN XD THIAND M0 TOYT I NN -H0N

2. MM
a. 129 NNVN ,NNAIP ,NNVP
b. (MMM ,MIUR 8 DINTIN DY NN, INYTN 179 ,DOWTPN X909

3. (02PON) N N

4. 12) PAIN NYR NN PIN IOPN NI ININ PIN NN WN
5. o0 W 9PV Ny

6. They all have the D)ND5 MOON.

7. N9

8. Next week....

Last week’s riddle

I was used to describe one of the man, - N> DPON YANN
I was used to describe the forming of the mn, - DPON YASNI OX2IND
| am used numerous times for the nay on 795 0%, - YaNy mm
| am mentioned in this week’s nw19.

Who am I? - VANN

SN 12 NI DN wrod
NUNND NN N2 TV NIV
7Y 2APY> TYT N2 N2 NI YYD
973 309N TYPON 12 TIT PN

For questions, to subscribe or to submit your own 715XV, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMV MM Y0
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D'YITEZ — NYIOD 'NNO
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

If your father is debating someone, could there be anything wrong with announcing, “My father is
right!”?

To do so in front of him demonstrates a lack of xn (awe), by implying that your conclusion is more definitive
than his. You can, however, address his opponent, and offer an argument in support of your father. ( oTx "n "y
ln .rllo)

When can it BE ax 12> to force your father to do difficult labor? When can it be a LACK of ax > to
feed him fancy food?

Once, an elderly man was summoned to serve the king — a terrible fate. The man’s son, who was engaged in
difficult work, switched places with his father, and thereby spared him from something much worse. On another
occasion, while a son fed his father fancy food, his father asked, “Where did you get all of this from?,” to which
the son disrespectfuly replied, “What do you care?! Just chew and eat!” (:x"7 |'wiT "wN)

How many niixn in o'witp nwo involve “nixo”?
e Leaving the corner (nx9) of one’s field for the poor. ('o V™)
e Not shaving the nixo of the head.
¢ Not shaving the nixo of the beard. ("> ™)

What nixn can YOU do to someone else, only after HE has failed to do it to you?
If someone misunderstood something you did and reacted negatively, you can be nidt q3%7 |1 regarding why he

wasn’t Nt 37 1. (1"0 " "W ")

Some niixn are rewarded in ata 071y, while remaining intact for xan o1y, such as 1ipa1 ,0'nIX NnodA
nna N7 ,n'7 nonai ,n'in. Where does the Torah tell us to do these niuxn?
They are all part of, “3m> 17 nnax” (™ v™). ('R T 72X 70 0"an0)

How can one violate an naay with one eyebrow?
Using an eye gesture to communicate negatively about someone is considered yan 1w, (yon 'ol t'o 0™ "N
'n '~ 0"n)

How can one violate wearing nnoyw WITHOUT wearing a garment made out of wool and linen?

If one wears a wool sock ON TOP of a linen sock (or vice versa), such that the bottom one can’t be removed
while wearing the top one, some hold that this (or any similar case) is a violation of wearing noyw ('w 1"I" X"nn
70 1"p X"ndn ,'T), while others hold that our practice is to be lenient in such a case (7" 'w w"nw).

A tree’s first 3 years of fruit are "'y, and can’t be eaten. When does one begin counting these 3
years?

When the tree is planted. (2"> 0" "wN)

How can one fulfill the nixn of honoring the elderly, by acting appropriately as a child?
One can respect his OWN old age, by acting in his youth in a way that ensures that when he is an old man he
will be proud of his past. (.a"1 nd10 9"y 2™7 V" N"NIX)

JUST CURIOUS

How do we fulfill the nixn of, “Be n'witp” ('a 0™)? Isn’t that like, “Be the WTa '71ma”?
e We fulfill this whenever we refrain from over-indulgence in physicality. (]"2nn)
o We fulfill this whenever an opportunity for nnay presents itself, and we decide to refrain. (n"nix)

1




What is bad about speaking inappropriately, with ao '7121?
The ni¥n to be wiT includes avoiding distasteful speech, where one speaks freely regarding inappropriate
matters. (2 0" |"an0)

Hashem tells us, “Be n'wiTp, because I'm witp.” ('a v"') OK, but You’re Hashem! How can we possibly
do that?

By keeping the ninxn and avoiding nnay, we actually attempt to be as similar to Hashem as possible. We are,
after all, made o'j'7x n'7¥2a. (11M190)

We are told, “‘71won |nn X7 2y 19%” (7" 0™), “Don’t place something in the path of someone who is
blind, which could cause him to trip.” 2"tn explain that one who misguides another violates this n1ray.
If one literally trips someone who is blind, he has done something terrible. Does he violate this 7109?
e ltis unclear if the n10x to misguide someone is in ADDITION to the simple explanation of the j7109, or
actually IS its simple, and only, explanation, which would NOT include tripping someone. ('n 2" n"1n)
e The literal translation teaches us that one is responsible for damage caused by a pit which he dug in a
public area. In ADDITION, the 109 includes the n1ox of misguiding someone. (nndn (wn)

It is N10x to give someone bad advice. (7" 0™ "wn) If someone asks you for advice, and you know that
if you give him the best advice for HIM, it will wind up harming YOU — what are you supposed to do?

If you can somehow point this out to him so that he avoids harming you, do so; if not, excuse yourself from the
situation and don’t advise him at all. (x" 'o pw' n'7*on) (This could get complicated — ask a n7xw.)

Many n'jz109 in D'wIT? nw1o present groups of related nixn, such as, “Don’t withhold wages, and don’t
steal” (a" v™), “Don’t curse someone who is deaf, and don’t trip someone who is blind” (1" nw), etc. In
the pioo, “Don’t speak yan 1w, and don’t let your friend die” (t"v nw), what is the connection between
these nixn?

e van W7 can cause a degree of strife which could 1"n lead to murder. ('X 't niyT "7n 0"2n0)

e Sometimes, one is REQUIRED to speak van j1w%, such as in order to save someone from a threat.
(n"NIR)

We must love others like ourselves. (n™ v™) Is it OK to love some people more than others?

Yes, because even regarding OURSELVES we love some parts more than others. For example, one is willing
to get his hands bruised to protect his head from injury. 'v ,1"0 2) niax ' 7y NIAX Yy 91y 19021 qor* N1y 1)
(NX7900 'R LYININ XP'2vnw 78imy 1 owa (n"p

290 summarized the whole Torah to a 2a: “Whatever you don’t like, don’t do to your friend. The rest of
the Torah will explain this concept — go learn it.” (.x"? naw) How does this general rule include the
DIN? DTN |2 Nixn?

In this context, “Your Friend” includes Hashem: don’t go against His nii¥n, just like you don’t appreciate when
people ignore your wishes. (Tiyv ¢"y1 'R win'od nw "'wN)

If | say that someone did something bad, but | point out that | did it as well, is it considered yhn 1w%?
Yes. ("o 'k n"n yon '0)

We must stand for a “na'w,” even if he is not learned. (27 v™ "y) At what age does one earn this title?

70. (0" 'n niaxk mwnn X"Man1a v 'R 7' 1)

Should we try to develop “n>'7n taste,” and consider non-1w> food “disgusting”?

We should say, “I want to eat that, but what can | do? Hashem said | can’t.” (1"> "> "wN)




IN YOUR OPINION

Imagine that you meet someone on an airplane. He is Jewish, unfamiliar with his roots, and on his way
to worship idols in India. You take the opportunity to share with him the beauty of Torah. Does it make
sense to hope that one day he will be a big non 1n'n, and daven “p'7'ni1” every day? Or is it wiser to
settle for basic observance?

The Torah addresses someone who needs to be told, “Don’t turn to the n'7*7x and explore nat nTia” (‘1 0™),
and in the same breath tells him, “'nn o'wiTR” (2 V™). As long as even a spark of recognizing, “Dd>'77x 'n X"
("t v") remains, there is great hope! (2 V™ nIN% 0ITX)

When sharing Torah, with which audience do you most naturally connect: people on a very high level
of observance, average people, or those who are distant from Torah? How can you find ways to
connect with people beyond your current comfort level?

Within a few sentences, nwn tells the big o771y, “Be n'wiTp,” tells the average people, “Fear your parents and
keep naw,” and tells those on the brink of disaster, “Don’t do Nt nTay.” ("1-'2 V™) A leader must be able to
reach all types of people, and each group that he affects helps him affect the next group. ('a 0™ nIn% nnaTx)

Can you think of anything which is, in reality, worthless, but for some reason is given great value?
We are warned not to turn to the “0"7"2x” ("1 nTiIaw). In reality, they are “ax” — nothing. Their attraction is only
because PEOPLE attribute value to them. (‘1 0™ "wN)

If you see someone 1”"n mocking another person who is in a difficult situation, how can you help this
insensitive individual change his attitude?

When instructing us to be sensitive to those who are deaf or blind, and to honor the elderly, the Torah adds,
“7'7xn nx”: recognize that Hashem could easily put YOU in a compromised situation. (2™7 ,7" 0™ y"ax)

What would life be like if yan 1w'7 was "nin?
We would live anxious lives, unable to share personal matters with anyone at all, always fearing that the

information would be shared without hesitation. By prohibiting van w7, Hashem allowed us the ability to
confide in others. ("0 V" WD 7x9 IWnY M)

If someone upsets you, when is it a good idea to let it go, and when is it better to discuss it with him?
We are told, “Don’t hate your friend; tell him he has done something wrong, and don’t sin because of him.” ( 0™
™)
If your friend wronged you, don’t pretend everything is fine. Rather, discuss it with him, to bring true
DI7vw. (D"awN)
By discussing it with him, you may find out that you misunderstood, and your conversation will prevent
you from erroneously harboring negative feelings. (v"ax)
Instead of harboring ill will, let him know you’re upset, and he may apologize. (]"ann)
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Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

AN Dwin Nwa

The 19i0 bnn was a major defender of the N1inn NW4T} against the n7awn. When he was young bachur
in the Yeshiva of the great p'Tx Reb Nosson Adler, the terrible seeds of reform had begun to sprout. In
Frankfort, an unheard-of dancehall was opened across the street from Rav Nosson Adler’s Yeshiva, where
ceremonies took place that were immodest to say the least.! To a certain degree, those reformers still
had some derech eretz. Perhaps this was a generation breaking away from min, but it was still a
generation whose fathers showed respect for min . Respect for Torah was still somewhat it their blood.
Because everyone knew that all Thursday night Reb Nosson Adler would be up learning with his D7'n7m,
they would not hold ceremonies in the dance hall on that night.

One Thursday night was an exception. There was a certain young man, we’ll call him Arnold, who was
having a pre-chasuna party. The dancing and music were wild, and Reb Nosson Adler and his DTN
simply could not learn. Reb Nosson Adler sent two of his older, bigger talmidim to ask them to quiet down
so they could learn. When these talmidim came back, they looked a bit ruffed up. Reb Nosson Adler now
tried a different approach. He sent little Moshe, later to be the Chasam Sofer. Reb Moshe Sofer was
perhaps Reb Nosson’s greatest ta/mid, but he was his youngest and smallest.

Innocent little Moshe walked across the street, and he pleaded with them that their Rebbe could not learn
so could they please lower the music, or at least close the windows. The chassan stepped up and began
to mock young Moshe, and he threatened that if he would return again, he would feel the power of his
fist! When Reb Moshe came back to the yeshiva, it seemed that the music was even louder than before,
and now they were acting 0'Van?, making noise just to disturb the learning. Once again, Reb Nosson sent
his talmid Moshe to ask them in the most kind, gentle way, to please quiet down. Moshe did just that.
When he returned he tried to keep his head down, because he did not want to tell his Rebbe what
happened. He knew that if he picked up his head his Rebbe would notice. It didn’t help. Even with his head
down Reb Nosson Adler’s quick glance caught the black eye. Enough was enough. This wasn’t just an issue
of being able to learn Thursday night, the kedusha and honor of the Torah were at stake. Reb Nosson
Adler assembled his talmidim, and they opened up the Aron Kodesh. He blew his shofar and officially
placed the chasson in cherem.

News of this ceremony traveled across the street. Some laughed and others were scared. Some laughed
on the outside, but inside they were troubled by this and the party began to thin out. The chasan was
roaring drunk. On his way home he was helped by two of his rather husky friends. The chassan did not
see where he was going; he was dancing, he was screaming, he was singing, even as he fell into a
construction pit. His two husky friends fell on top of him. By the time they pulled him out — it was the
lifeless body of the chassan. He had suffocated. When the kalla heard of the fate of the person who was
going to be her husband, she went mad, and she would spend the rest of her life in an insane asylum.

The father of the chassan was enraged and was determined to take revenge on Reb Nosson Adler. He
went to the authorities.

! Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #18, Dial-A-Shiur

1]A Life of Truth



The judge said, “You are accusing the Rabbi of murder? How did he murder your son?” The father replied,
“With a shofar!” “Did he hit him over the head with it?” asked the judge. “No, your honor,” the father
responded, “He blew it! He blew the shofar and as a result my son fell into the construction pit!”

Everyone in the court smirked. The judge was able to hide his, and he said to the father, “Well sir, in that
case I’'m a bit hesitant to start up with this rabbi.” And with a twinkle in his eye he continued, “who is to
stop him from blowing a shofar again, and | will fall into a construction pit.2

Before we continue, let’s understand a little about Reb Nosson Adler 7"'x1. There was always controversy
in the town because Reb Nosson Adler was a great 221pn, and many didn’t understand him. Some say that
Reb Nosson Adler never learnt anything inside more than once, he was always chazoring N2 2va. When
they asked him why, he explained that as we know n9 7vay min is supposed to be just that, “the oral
law”. However, X'win nTIN' 121 declared a state of emergency, and based on the pasuk of 'n? niwy? ny
A'M1IN N9 said that N9 7vaw mMin must be committed to writing even though officially it should only be
oral. First the ninwn, then the X103, the D1iYiNY, and then the 31y |n71Y were written down.

Reb Nosson Adler explained, that indeed na 7uaY Min has to be written down, because if not Di7Y| oN it
would be forgotten. But for me, he said, | know that when | see something once, | never ever forget it
again. Therefore, | have no 10" to learn X102 inside because once | learn something once, | remember it.
So, Reb Nosson Adler would only see something once inside, and for the rest of his life he would be
chazoring it N9 V3, which for him was as good as seeing it inside. When he would write min 'wiTn or
darshan, all you saw on the paper were little dots, and he would be able to darshan for hours without
end, citing sources from every single medrash and Chazal, and his own chidushim! He knew what every
single dot meant.

The Chasam Sofer said that Reb Nosson Adler once made him a nX11 i2'XI NXIN; a seer, but one who cannot
be seen. Once there was a pogrom, Reb Nosson Adler told him to grab a m1im 190 and to sit in the middle
of the room and not to worry about anything. The goyim burst into the room, Reb Moshe saw them, they
did not see him.

Whenever you a person of this magnitude, you will always have people who don’t understand him. Given
the controversy over the cherem, and the blowing of the shofar, and what happened to the chassan that
night, Reb Nosson Adler left Frankfort. On his way, he dispersed his talmidim to different parts of the
world and told them to learn, at least for a while, in different places.

When Moshe came to him and asked, “Where should | go?” Reb Nosson Adler told him to go to France to
learn by a certain Shayaleh. The Chasam Sofer began to cry, “Rebbe, it’s bad enough that | am separated
from you, but to a different country? And what about my mother who is all alone?! Aren’t there any
yeshivos nearby?” But Reb Nosson Adler insisted and told him, “When the time will come for you to return,
| will notify you.” Reb Moshe asked no questions. Although his heart bled from within, on the outside
there was a tearful smile as he said goodbye to his mother and his Rebbe, and he was off to France.

B’ezras Hashem we will continue this story next week, but we see from here how from the time he was
young, the Chasam Sofer was being trained by his great Rebbe not to be afraid of anyone. Rav Nosson
Adler himself was a master at gauging his actions by what Hashem thinks, and not worrying about people.

2 Until here the story is ¥ *5» ¥R from the 7910 ang. Reb Fishel Schachter X"v>>w heard it from the Skulier Rebbe 2"t who heard
it from the Broder Rav, from Rav Shimon Sofer, from his father the Chasam Sofer 7572% o°p>7x 2or.

2|A Life of Truth
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Week #415 Hi Ch@g Shabb@s

Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

@& I ® t ®
Is it permissible to squeeze liquid from a fruit or other food?

One may not squeeze juice or any liquid from a food on Shabbos. However, this
prohibition is applicable only if one is squeezing the food for the purpose of having the
juice. Therefore, if one’s intention is to remove the liquid from the food because the
liquid is not desired (e.g. removing excess oil from cooked food), or if the juice is only
incidentally extracted (e.g. while slicing a fruit) then it is permitted.®

If a fruit is being squeezed so that its juice will enhance a solid food (e.g. lemon juice to
enhance a slice of fish or a salad), the fruit may be juiced directly onto the food.
Additionally, if one wishes to add lemon juice to another liquid (e.g. tea), the lemon
may be squeezed onto a solid such as sugar (not honey) which is then added to the
liquid, provided that the juice becomes mostly absorbed into the sugar.

Note: The following further restrictions included in the prohibition of sorting (Borer)
are common with squeezing lemons:

e |tis not permissible to use a net when squeezing the lemon to capture the pits.

e |[f one is squeezing a lemon onto sugar and a lemon pit falls onto the sugar,
many Poskim forbid the removal of the pit even if a small amount of sugar is
removed with it. Rather, the pit should be removed with a significant amount
of sugar surrounding it, or one should remove the sugar from the pit.

e Squeezing an entire lemon may be a transgression of Borer. Therefore, this
should only be done for immediate use (e.g. for a tea that will be drunk
immediately or during the meal immediately following). Similarly, one should
only squeeze an entire lemon for lemonade if the resulting drink will be
completely finished immediately, or within the meal immediately following.

Is it permissible to hold a grape or olive in one’s hand and suck out its juice?

In terms of squeezing, grapes and olives are in a unique category and it is therefore
preferable not to do so. However, one may suck out the juice once the grape or olive is
in one’s mouth. The juice of all other fruits is permitted to be sucked even when the
fruit is held in one’s hand.

10lives and grapes are an exception and may not be squeezed even if one’s intention is for the olive or
the grape and not for its juice (i.e. to make it less moist).

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

One of my children spilled a cup of wine on my wooden floor, leaving it sticky even after it was
wiped up. Can | spray it with a cleaning spray and then rub it with a paper towel?

QUESTION 2

He also got some wine on his shirt. Can | put some water on his shirt so the stain doesn’'t set?

QUESTION 3

When | take my contact lenses off, | keep it in a solution that cleans it and keeps it soft and
lubricated. Can | put my contact lenses in this solution on naw?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Is there any way I'm allowed to take a shower on 2110 DI"?

Answer: There are two basic issues with showering on 210 0OI'' One may only do NIDX?N on 210 OI' that
are W 727 niw-equally enjoyed by all people. The "-X"pN N1IN2 MWD brings from the DIIWN that
bathing one’s entire body is not W9 737 NIV, as it isn't something that everyone did. Therefore, one
may not heat up water on 210 DOI' for a shower, as it is the NdON7N of 71w for something that is not
WO 707 NIW. Although this seems to have changed nowadays, as everyone showers their entire body
regularly, it is difficult for us to change a nNJ7n that is universally accepted and based on a N,
especially when dealing with an NN 0" which this is. Also, even if one would be lenient on the
21w aspect, there is an additional M0'X that 7"TN were 12 on NAW and 210 OI that one may not
bathe or shower even if the water was heated up in a permissible way, so that one shouldn’'t come
to heat up water in an impermissible way. This is an independent 1I0'NX for one to bathe his entire
body, and doesn't differentiate how the water was heated up, if it was heated on 210 DI,

Instead of a shower, one may turn on the hot water to wash their hands and face. Additionally, the
22N N"T ND7N 1IN discusses if one may turn on hot water to wash any part of his body as long as it
is less than half of his body altogether. Although the N>7n 7IN'2 doesn’'t come to a clear poY on this,
one can be lenient and shower less than half his body if there is a need.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

The baby had a very dirty diaper and could use a bath. Is that allowed on 210 DI"?

Answer: The same way one may not turn on the hot water for a shower, one may not turn on hot
water for bathing a baby as it is not W9 727 Niw, as mentioned in Answer 1. However, there is a
leniency by a baby. If one has water that was heated up in a permissible way, one may bathe the
baby in it if there is a need, as the N1 that 7"1N made not to bathe was waived for the needs of a
baby, such as a baby that is very dirty from a soiled diaper. Therefore, if one has the hot water
running in the bath for permissible reasons (to bathe less than half of his own body), it can be left
to run until there is a full bath for a baby that is very dirty. To give a baby a bath for regular
cleanliness when the baby is not overly dirty is not allowed.

QUESTION 3

| recently changed from a regular boiler that holds a large amount of water, to a mechanism that
heats up water as | run it. Can | run the hot water on 210 DI?

Answer: With a typical boiler, when someone turns on the hot water, it allows more cold water into
the boiler which gets cooked, which is a noN7n that is allowed on 2110 DI. However, these new
systems work with coils that heat up when someone turns on the hot water. This is the equivalent
of creating a new fire on 210 OI' which is not allowed, as it is T"7In. Therefore, hot water may not be
used in the bath or by any sinks in the entire house

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'’tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Dowry
Part IV

Recap: An uncle and nephew, both named R’
Shaya, looked similar and lived in the same city.
To differentiate between the two men, the uncle, a
wealthy and childless businessman, was
nicknamed R’ Shaya Slutzker; and the nephew, a
penniless talmid chacham, was nicknamed R’
Shaya Chassid.

While fundraising for his daughter’s dowry, R’
Shaya Chassid finalized a shidduch with the son
of the wealthy R’ Shmuel, who confused him with
R’ Shaya Slutzker and thought he was wealthy.
Despite his family’s misgivings, R’ Shaya Chassid

was confident that Hashem would send him the
dowry his wealthy mechutan expected in time for
the wedding. When the chassan’s family sent gifts
to R’ Shaya Slutzker’s home, he got angry that his
nephew used his name to do a wealthy shidduch.

R> Shmuel alighted from his carriage with
measured steps and walked up to the front
entrance of R’ Shaya Slutzker’s lavish home. A
brief round of knocking brought a uniformed
servant to the broad oak door.

“How may I help you?” the servant inquired
pleasantly.

“I’'m here for R’ Shaya,” R’ Shmuel responded.
“You can tell him that Shmuel is here. He’s
expecting me.”

“Please come in,” the servant invited, stepping
aside to allow the visitor to enter. He led R’
Shmuel through the large foyer to a large room. A
long table stood at its center, surrounded by eight
chairs. “Please have a seat. R* Shaya will be here
shortly.”

R’ Shaya’s face twitched briefly when his servant
informed him of his guest’s arrival. His nephew’s
mechutan was here! For a moment, he panicked.
What should he do? How could he break the news
to him?

Calm down, he ordered himself. When R’ Shmuel
sees you, he might realize immediately that you
are not the mechutan, and you won’t have to do
any explaining. Taking a deep breath, he walked
into the dining room.

To his utter dismay, the man waiting for him there
stood up with a wide smile, arm extended in
greeting. “R’ Shaya!” R’ Shmuel cried, pumping
his hand. “Mazel tov! Mazel tov!”



R’ Shaya Slutzker slumped inwardly. I look too
similar to that nephew of mine, he noted wryly.
Help! What do I do now? “Mazel tov,” he said
aloud, with as much warmth as he could muster.
“You must be tired and hungry. Would you care
to join me for the midday meal? We can talk when
you’re feeling more refreshed.”

“Thank you,” R’ Shmuel nodded, accepting the
invitation. “I really am hungry.”

“And if you’d like, I’'ll be glad to host you here,
at least until your family arrives,” R’ Shaya
continued. “Come, let’s wash and start the meal.”

“I can always find a hotel,” R” Shmuel protested
half-heartedly, following his host to wash.

“Nonsense! It would be an honor to host you,” R’
Shaya assured him. It was the best he could do,
before he would have to break the news that
would send the other man reeling.

Over the meal, they made small talk, with R’
Shaya smoothly steering all conversation away
from the upcoming wedding. Instead, they
discussed business and market prices and the
weather. R’ Shaya was prepared with a number of
neutral topics, and he quickly jumped to a new
one when the last petered out.

At last, they concluded their meal, and R’ Shaya
knew he could postpone the uncomfortable
revelation no longer. “R’ Shmuel,” he began,
clearing his throat repeatedly, a habit that was
reinforced whenever he felt uneasy.

“Yes?”

R’ Shaya coughed. “There’s something I have to
tell you.”

“You’re making me worry,” R’ Shmuel chided
with an uncomfortable chuckle. “Is everything
okay? The kallah?”

“The kallah’s fine and healthy, as far as I know,”
R’ Shaya hurried to assure him. “It’s just... it
seems to me that there’s been some sort of mix-
up. You know, I have no children.”

R’ Shmuel jumped out of his chair as though
stung by a bee. “What? What?”

“Yes,” R’ Shaya said, not unkindly. “It’s a well-
known fact. Ask anyone you want. I’'m childless.”

“But we made a shidduch!” R’ Shmuel sputtered.
He sank back into his chair, feeling dizzy. “I don’t
understand. You came to my hometown! You met
Gershon yourself! We had an agreement—.”

R’ Shaya regarded him pityingly. “I’m sorry,” he
said as gently as he could. “The man you met was
not me, but my nephew, who shares my name and
looks the same as me.”

R’ Shmuel’s expression changed from distress to
astonishment to relief in rapid succession. “Oh!”
he finally squeaked. “Baruch Hashem! For a
moment there, I thought that I had been conned!
So I’ve got the right name, just the wrong house?”’

“So it seems,” R’ Shaya agreed. “He’s called
Shaya Chassid, while I am known as Shaya
Slutzker.”

R’ Shmuel shook his head in unmasked
amazement. “Wow. Two men with the same
name who live in the same city, look the same,
and are similar in every way.”

“We are not exactly similar in every way,” R’
Shaya corrected him softly. “I am not a learned
man, while my nephew R’ Shaya Chassid is a



tremendous talmid chacham. And while, with
Hashem’s help, I have seen much success in
business, R’ Shaya Chassid is a penniless
pauper.”

“A penniless pauper!” R’ Shmuel’s face drained.
“l know he i1s a talmid chacham; I’ve seen as
much when we met a few months ago. But I was
under the impression that he was very wealthy.
He gave my son a very generous gift at the
I’chaim, and he sent back nice presents during the
engagement period. And the shadchan told us that
he was wealthy!”

“Then it seems that both you and the shadchan
have been fooled,” R’ Shaya said, with a renewed
annoyance that was directed more toward his
nephew then to his hapless guest. “And I was the
one who sent the gifts during the engagement
period, after I received the gifts you sent for the
kallah. Believe me, R’ Shmuel, and I’'m sorry to
have to be the one to tell you this, but my nephew
doesn’t have a penny to his name.”

R’ Shmuel threw up his hands in despair. “What
am I supposed to do now?” he pleaded, half to R’
Shaya, half to Hashem. “It’s days before the
wedding! Why would he have fooled me like
that?!”

“R’ Shaya Chassid is an exemplary Jew and I’'m
sure his daughter is very special,” R’ Shaya
Slutzker said quietly. “Maybe you want to go
ahead anyway? Even without the money?”

“Im breaking the shidduch,” R’ Shmuel
responded flatly. “I can’t imagine what he was
thinking, fooling me like that, but I can’t do a
shidduch with a mechutan whom I don’t trust.
Where does R’ Shaya Chassid live? I’'ll go see
him immediately.”

“You are welcome to remain here in my home
until you leave the city,” R’ Shaya Slutzker
reminded him, feeling sorry for the other man.
“Why don’t you go to the shul for Minchah, and
I’'ll send someone to call R’ Shaya Chassid to
meet you there?”

R’ Shmuel sighed with relief. “Thank you. That
would be wonderful.”

“It’s the least I could do,” R’ Shaya said, shaking
his head again. Really, what had his nephew been
thinking?! He watched R’ Shmuel leave the house
and then dispatched a servant to the home of R’
Shaya Chassid, to let him know that his mechutan
was waiting for him.

When R’ Shaya Chassid received the message
that his mechutan was in town and wanted to
speak to him, he calmly put on his nicest suit and
went out to meet him. He found R’ Shmuel
looking into a sefer in the bais medrash and went
to greet him. “Shalom aleichem, my dear
mechutan!”

R’ Shmuel shook his hand, somewhat coldly.
“Aleichem shalom,” he said stiffly. “We need to
talk. I was just at the home of your uncle, R’
Shaya Slutzker, and I feel that I have been fooled.
I know that you are a special person and that you
have a wonderful daughter, but I thought that I
had done a shidduch with a wealthy man when it
turns out that you are anything but. The whole
shidduch was based on error, and I don’t think I
can allow it to proceed.”

R’ Shaya Chassid took the seat opposite him. “R’
Shmuel, I understand that you are upset, but I’'m
sure we can work this out. I feel bad that you
mistakenly assumed that [ was R’ Shaya Slutzker,
but is that a reason to call off the wedding? It’s
true that I am not wealthy, but I promise to



provide a dowry just like a wealthy man would.
Would you be okay with that?”

R’  Shmuel stared at him, somewhat
uncomfortable. “Well, if you are in the position to
provide the kind of dowry my son was expecting,
then I will certainly allow the shidduch to
proceed. However, according to your uncle, you
don’t have a penny to your name. How do you
plan on coming up with that kind of money?”

“You can’t believe lashon hara!” R’ Shaya
Chassid admonished him. “I give my word that I
can provide a millionaire dowry. Name the sum
that you were expecting, and we’ll shake on it.”

“If you say so,” R’ Shmuel murmured, naming a
figure. It was a tremendous sum, significantly
more than R’ Shaya earned in a year. “And, of
course, I will match that amount. What do you
say, R’ Shaya? Is that something you can do?”

“Yes, with Hashem’s help, I will do it,” R’ Shaya
said firmly.

R’ Shmuel peeked at him, a trifle uncertain. “Are
you sure? You’ll have the money by Thursday?”

“By Thursday,” his mechutan pledged.

A grateful sigh escaped R’ Shmuel. He did not
really wish to call off the shidduch so close to the
wedding, and he was glad that the finances were
being resolved before he had been forced to make
a difficult decision. He parted from R’ Shaya
Chassid on cordial terms and returned to the home
of his host.

He found R’ Shaya Slutzker waiting for him
outside, curious to hear what had happened. “Is
the shidduch over?” he inquired.

“No, baruch Hashem,” R’ Shmuel sighed in relief.
“Your nephew promised to provide the kind of
dowry a wealthy man would provide, and we
agreed on a satisfactory number.” He named the
sum.

R’ Shaya made an unhappy noise. “My dear R’
Shmuel,” he said, very slowly, considering every
word. “I don’t want to badmouth my nephew, but
I do feel that it is my obligation to warn you. R’
Shaya Chassid has no money. I know this because
I personally provide for his needs; he has no
alternate source of income. There is absolutely no
way he can give your son that much money, or
anything like it.”

“But he promised!” R’ Shmuel protested weakly.

“R’ Shaya is a goodhearted man, and very well-
liked,” R’ Shaya Slutzker responded. “He will
probably manage to raise the money in loans and
promissory notes, just so that he can have
something to show you. But in truth, it is nearly
impossible that he’ll be able to collect on all the
notes. Many of them will likely be just for show,
to prove to you that he has the capability.”

R’ Shmuel grimaced. He did not want to believe
R’ Shaya Slutzker’s pessimistic opinion, but even
without believing it, he was obligated to take
measures to protect himself just in case. “What do
you suggest [ do?”

“Tell him that you need the money in cash,” R’
Shaya suggested. Although he was certain that his
nephew would not manage to come up with the
needed funds in time, he felt bad that R’ Shmuel
was being played, and he wanted the
uncomfortable saga to conclude as quickly as
possible. “You look exhausted. Do you want me
to send my servant to relay the message to him?”



“Please,” R’ Shmuel consented. “Yes, please send
the message that I will need the money in cash.
No promissory notes.”

The servant returned a half-hour later, and to R’
Shaya Slutzker’s surprise, he was bearing R’
Shaya Chassid’s full agreement. “He said that
cash was not a problem,” the servant announced.

“I’m telling you, he’s planning on pulling a fast
one,” R’ Shaya warned his guest, just as R’
Shmuel was finally feeling like they were on safe
ground again. “The man doesn’t have a penny to
his name. I don’t know what he’s planning, but
even if he has the cash up front, chances are that
it won’t be long lasting.”

“You have so little faith in him!” R’ Shmuel
grumbled.

“You would, too, if one of the poorest men in your
neighborhood suddenly began promising people
extraordinary sums,” R’ Shaya pointed out. “I
really think you should tell him that all the money
for the dowry, both what you promised and what
he promised, should be deposited in the hands of
a worthy third-party. The young couple will be
able to withdraw money when they need it, and
this way R’ Shaya Chassid won’t be able to pull
any tricks.”

“Fine,” R’ Shmuel said wearily. “That’s a good
idea. Can you please send your servant to speak
to R’ Shaya Chassid?”

“With pleasure.” R’ Shaya Slutzker gave him a
sympathetic glance. “Let me show you to your
room. You must be exhausted.”

The traveling and then the negotiating had really
worn R’ Shmuel out. He fell into bed, fully
clothed, and slept for a long time. When he

awoke, night had already fallen, and R’ Shaya
Slutzker had news for him.

“He agreed to deposit the money with a third
party,” R’ Shaya announced, the disbelief evident
in his voice. “And he invited you to his home on
Thursday evening for a meal, when he will give
you the money. Now let’s start hoping for a
miracle.”

“He agreed? Wonderful!” R’ Shmuel’s face broke
out into a wide smile. “Don’t be so pessimistic,
R’ Shaya! Either he’ll have the money, or he
won’t. My family won’t be here until after
Shabbos, and in the worst case, we’ll just have to
let them know that the wedding is canceled.”

Privately, however, he was relying on the word of
R’ Shaya Chassid, trusting him to fulfill his
pledge. And if his trust was misplaced and R’
Shaya Chassid turned out to be nothing but a
liar... He let the thought dangle, even in his mind.
The results, he knew, would not be pretty.

Wednesday morning dawned, crisp and cold. In
R’ Shaya Chassid’s home, his wife was
completely hysterical. “How can we host the
mechutan for a meal?” she cried, casting a
trembling hand around at the peeling walls and
broken chairs. “What will we feed him? And what
will we tell him? We don’t have the money, not
in the cash he wants, and not even in promissory
notes!”

“Please try to calm down,” R’ Shaya said
soothingly. “We will borrow chairs from the
neighbors and whitewash the walls. We can even
borrow silver dishes from the neighbors, and he’ll
feel like he’s in a king’s palace!”

His wife sank into a chair and held her head in her
hands. “And what will we serve him? Black bread
and salt?”



“Chicken,” R’ Shaya announced. “We’ll shecht
the Shabbos chicken and serve him from it.
Hashem will send us other food for Shabbos.”

“Amen,” she whispered, beseechingly. “And the
money?”’

R’ Shaya smiled. “That’s what you’re worried
about? The money? Hashem is our Father, and
He’s richer than the wealthiest millionaire. The
mechutan is not coming before Thursday. There’s
still plenty of time for Him to send us the money.
If the shidduch is meant to happen, it will.”

The day passed, but the money didn’t make its
appearance.

Thursday arrived. All the children were pressed
into house-cleaning duty, and before long, their
small cottage was sparkling as though it was erev
Pesach. R’ Shaya’s wife made her rounds to the
neighbors, borrowing silver and gold for the table
settings which Miriam carefully set over a newly
embroidered tablecloth she’d borrowed from her
trousseau.

When they were done, the transformation was
incredible. The main room of their old, rumpled
down house suddenly looked like a dining room
that could compete with that of their uncle R’
Shaya Slutzker. If only they’d really have had the
money, it would have been perfect.

“Miriam,” R’ Shaya Chassid called to the kallah.
“Please take the Shabbos chicken to the shochet
now. We will use it when the mechutan comes.”

“Sure,” Miriam agreed, grabbing her basket and
leaving the house. Every Sunday, her father
would purchase a chicken from the market, which
they would feed throughout the week. By Friday,
it was always fuller, fatter, and ready for
slaughter. Though it was a day early, the rooster

was likely fat enough, and even a scrawny
chicken was better than plain black bread.

The chicken was clucking around the fenced-in
yard when Miriam came to take it, and it didn’t
seem too interested in coming with her. “Come,
rooster,” Miriam coaxed, chasing the chicken in
circles around the yard. This was not a task she
did regularly, and though it was supposed to be a
fairly simple job, it was proving to be difficult and
frustrating.

After five minutes of fruitless swatting and
breathless chasing, Miriam finally managed to
catch the troublesome bird by its neck. She placed
it in her basket, keeping one hand firmly on its
back to prevent it from jumping out, and began
walking briskly toward the marketplace.

The rooster was not very happy, and it squawked
loudly, flapping its wings in an effort to free itself.
Just two houses down the block, it managed to
wriggle out from under Miriam’s hand, and
before she could blink, it disappeared into a
neighbor’s yard.

“Hey!” Miriam called helplessly to the chicken,
but it did not deign to even look in her direction.
Sighing, she slid the basket handle up her arm and
followed after the rooster.

“How does Tatte do this every week?” she
wondered out loud, as she chased the chicken
across yards and lawns and even deep into the
forest. If they had enough money for just one
more chicken, she would have abandoned the
chase, but she knew that without this rooster,
there would be nothing to serve her future father-
in-law. Breathing hard, she ducked under a low-
hanging branch and continued her sprint after the
escaping bird.



The rooster led her on a wild escapade through the
dense woods, dancing spiritedly over fallen brush
and steep boulders with a tiring Miriam hotly on
its heels. They reached a small clearing and the
rooster finally stopped running. It stood in one
spot, pecking at the ground, almost waiting for her
to reach out and catch it.

Miriam filled her lungs with air and watched the
bird suspiciously. She was quite sure that the
moment she reached out to grab it, the rooster
would dart away. Instead, she contented herself to
peek at it from the corner of her eye and enjoy the
short respite while the chicken pecked at the
ground.

The rooster pecked and pecked, and Miriam was
suddenly aware that there was something sharp
and square sticking up from the ground that
seemed to have caught the bird’s attention.
Cautiously, she shoveled with her shoe until she
unearthed the buried box.

It was full of coins. Gold coins.

Miriam pried the box out of the ground and placed
it into her basket. Holding her precious cargo
carefully, she made her way out of the forest. This
time, the rooster followed her obediently, like a
loyal dog shadowing its master, and she led it
straight to the shochet, who slaughtered it.

Back home, her mother waited with growing
concern. When three hours had passed and she
was about to start panicking, the kallah finally
came home, clutching a package containing the
freshly wrapped chicken and lugging a heavy
basket. Wordlessly, she set down the basket. Her
mother peeked in, her mouth dropping open at the
sight of the treasure nestled inside.

When R’ Shaya Chassid returned home from the
bais medrash just a few minutes before the

mechutan was due to arrive, his wife and daughter
eagerly showed him the miracle, the treasure
Hashem had sent them just in time.

But he wasn’t surprised. “The shidduch was
bashert,” he said simply, just as he’d been saying
all along.

The Apta Rav, when saying over this story on the
final night of Pesach, would conclude with the
powerful message of the story. Like Krias Yam
Suf, every shidduch is a miracle from Shamayim,
and Hashem will stop at nothing to make it
happen. If Hashem wants a shidduch to take
place, it will take place, even if it involves
splitting the sea or sending a rooster to uncover a
dowry under the ocean floor.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A422

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"!
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EY. 02.313.6038
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Option 2: Shmussen given in Adelphia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurim
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Volume One of the
“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn”
Book Series is now available at your local Judaica
Store.

Amazing Tales of Traddikim,
Alive with Yirax Shamagim,
£ iddos Tocos

time for Shavuos

B’ezras Hashem, Toras Reb Kalman created a
curriculum series out of these stories that will
change the chinuch system — just like Reb
Kalman wanted!

The 8" grade edition is scheduled to be released
in time for the 2024/2025 School Year!

Reading
Writing

with stories of
our Sages

Email torasrebkalman @ gmail.com for a sample

Sponsorship and dedictaion opportunities are
now available!

This is your chance to:
e Perpetuate Reb Kalman’s legacy
e Be a part of history

Please email us for more information.
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THE YESHIVA CHOFETZ CHAIM ONCE RECEIVED A

SURPRISING CALL FROM GOV. DAVID PATERSON.

HI! IS
RABBI LEIBOWITZ
AVAILABLE?

I'M SORRY, 8UT THE
RABBI PASSED AWAY
A YEAR AGO.

OH! MY CONDOLENCES,
THIS IS @OVERNOR DAVID
PATERSON. I WANTED TO SHARE
WITH THE RABBI WHY I VETOED
A giLL!

OH!/ WE WERE QUOTED AND
GRANTED $75,000 ON A HIGH
EFFICIENCY LIGHTING GRANT. MY
ADMINISTRATOR FOUND A NEW
COMPANY THAT COST $60,000.
WHICH DEPARTMENT DO I SEND
THE EXTRA $15,000°7?
HM.. T DON'T
KNOW. T'LL RESEARCH
IT AND CONTACT YOU

77021
p m PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

HI/ THIS IS RABBI LEIBOVITZ
FROM YESHIVAS CHOFETZ CHAIM IN
QUEENS NY. MY ADMINISTRATOR IS HAVING
TROUBLE GETTING INFORMATION ON WHICH
DEPARTMENT TO SEND BACK $15,000 TO
» THE STATE.

RAB8I, WHY WOULD
YOU SEND BACK
MONEY??

A WEEK LATER..

600D MORNING
RAB8I, NO ONE CAN
REMEMBER SOMETHING LIKE
THIS HAPPENING BEFORE. THERE
IS NO PROTOCOL IN PLACE TO
TAKE BACK THE MONEY. YOU
CAN KEEP THE FLINDS.

SR, I DON'T
FEEL COMFORTABLE
KEEPING THE MONEY.
PLEASE FIND A WAY

TO RETURN IT...
OK rAB8I,

T'LL CALL YOU
BACK,

A FEW WEEKS LATER, THE CLERK CALLED
BUT HAD NOTHING MORE TO REPORT.

LISTEN CAREFULLY, T AM 60OINEG
TO WRITE A CHECK TO YOUR OFFICE
AND SEND IT 8ACK TO YOU. THE
MONEY IS NOT RIGHTFULLY MINE.
WHAT IS YOUR NAME?

MY NAME IS DAVID
PATTERSON.

BURE. HE MARRIED PESHA (DALIGH

| WiLLIAMS

0 OF R’ AVRAHAM YOSEF

A 8ILL WAS PROPOSED. I TOLD MY
STAFF MY UNUSUAL ENCOUNTER WITH RABSI
LEIBOWITZ FROM BACK WHEN I WAS A CLERK.
IT DIDN'T PASS MY “RABBI LEIBOWITZ'S
SMELL TEST” AND T CALLED HOPING TO
SHARE THIS WITH HIM! HE IS MY 60LD
STANDARD OF PERSONAL INTEGRITY.

IM TQOP 7"31, GQANDDALIGHTEQ OF @’

&0 FTOLI TROP HVND). IN 1941, HIS FATHER'S SUDDEN DEATH AT THE AGE OF 51 LEFT HIM IN CHARGE OF THE 0
ELING N2Y? WHILE STILL IN HIS EARLY 20S. HE SPENT THE REST OF HIS LIFE MOLDING THE N2V AND HIS
".,'*"" IMAGE OF HIS FATHER'S RERBE, THE ALTER OF SLABODKA Y7/N1. HE SUCCESSFULLY IMBUED IN HIS
N WITH A W2 TO DELVE 11Y2 INTO 'T'S N7iN, TO STRIVE FOR N71M2 3'11'7‘1) WITH A PIVOTAL FOCUS OF BEING
'])’\’)\9)¥73 THROUGH THE TEACHINGS OF 1D AND A STRONG MISSION TO SERVE AND DO FOR SN DD, HE WAS

 BELOVED AND REVERED 8Y ALL, AND HE LED THE N2V TO A PROMINENT PLACE IN AMERICAN ORTHODOX JEWISH

LIFE WHILE QLHLOING A NETWOQK OF NN INSTITLITIONS ACROSS THE LINITED STATES, CANAOA AND bN‘l\’)’ ‘('\N

Please be careful to handle thls sheet in the proper manner as required novn>avy. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nxnp w7 Or Y"wn nwn.
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THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF 71013 9117 12 2py» nma Hr7 12 Hxwo. \‘
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

X 19 You are Destined
FROMUEERER L for Holiness

(2,07 RIPN) .ODFOR 71 IR WITH 22 PN YT
You shall be holy because I, Hashem your G-d, am holy. (Vayikra 19:2)

The parshah begins with the mitzvab to be holy.
What does it take to be holy, and thereby fulfill this
mitzvah? Our Rabbis taught that we should not
make do with just avoiding known aveiros such as
forbidden foods and forbidden gender relationships
and other such prohibitions. We are rather are
commanded to go beyond this, and sanctify ourselves
even in permitted matters.

What does this mean?

It means living a life of kedushah as befits the
Chosen People, as befits Hashem’s beloved children.
Hashem wants to be proud of us and how we live
our lives. So we should separate and abstain even
from that which is technically permitted but is not
consistent with living a life of kedushab.

In fact, the Torah says even more than this. It says:
DIPYNR 1 IR WITP D 1N DWITP — “You shall be
holy because I, Hashem your G-d, am holy.” The

Torah compares our holiness to Hashem’s holiness.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu said: Since you

were sanctified to My Name before I
created the world, you shall be holy like I
am holy.!

Even before the world was created, the sanctity of
the Jewish people was destined to be.

But what does this idea add to the mitzvah of
vin owTp? Why is Hashem’s holiness the basis of
the mitzvah?

The Dubner Maggid explains it by way of allegory.
A rich man lived in a litte village among simple
people. He had an only daughter, and he wanted
to seck out a bridegroom who was a great talmid
chacham. He traveled a long way until he came to a
leading yeshivah, and the rosh yeshivah there picked
out the top talmid for him. The rich man put out
a fortune to take this brilliant and dedicated young
man, who learned day and night, as a bridegroom for

his daughter.

1 Tanchuma, Kedoshim 2.
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After the marriage, the rich man noticed that his
new son-in-law had become lazy about his learning.
He only learned an hour or two a day. The rich man
was perturbed by this, and said to him, “Why is it, my
son, that you are not a masmid like you were before?”

The young man replied, “What do you mean? Just
ask the shamash of the beis midyash if there is anyone
in this whole village who opens a sefer even once a
month. I may be a bit lazier about my learning than I
was before, but I still have way more Torah erudition
than you will find in all the villagers here!”

The rich man said, “Wait a minute. You know very
well that I didn’t take you as my son-in-law because
you were the best among the villagers. I met you
when you were learning in a leading yeshivah, among
talmidei chachamim, and you were the top talmid
there. I am not satisfied with you just being the best
Torah learner in this little village. I want you to
dedicate yourself to your learning like you did back in
the yeshivah, because that is context in which I chose
you as a fitting husband-to-be for my daughter.”

This throws light on the mitzvah of Viin DWITp.

Do not take revenge. (Vayikra 19:18)

It says in Sefer Mesilas Yesharim' thatitis very hard
for the human heart to free itself of vengefulness,
because people are very sensitive to insult. It hurts
them a lot, and revenge feels sweeter than honey,
because it eases them.

1 Ch. 11.
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A person might be tempted to consider himself
“holy” as compared the average guy nowadays. In our
generation, moral standards are not very high, and
denial of Hashem is pretty prevalent. But the Torah
tells us not to apply relative, “modern” standards.

We were sanctified to Hashem’s Name before the
world was even created, before this lowly generation
came into existence. We are called upon to be holy
like Hashem is holy. His sanctity is not relative. It
is not as compared to someone less than Him.
Hashem's kedushab is inherent and absolute. This is
how we, too, should be.

In our lowly generation, a person is liable to
allow himself all sorts of things that every normal
Jew would have held in detest in former times, and
say to himself that by today’s standards, his lifestyle
qualifies as holy. This is a mistake. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu asks of every Jew, in every generation, to be
inherently and absolutely holy. Just as Hashem’s
kedushah doesn’t change from generation to
generation, so the kedushah of the Jewish people

should retain its original beauty for all time.

(M ,v> XIP") .Opn XY

Why is it so very sweet to get even with the one
who hurt you and put you down? Let’s say Reuven
wronged Shimon. What does Shimon actually gain
by avenging himself on Reuven?

The answer is Shimon gains a lot. When he gets
back at Reuven and settles accounts, he retroactively

\©

woay G
R RA]

) b

iy oy b by

2]



removes the humiliation and the smirch to his name
that was perpetrated on him yesterday. It shows that
Reuven never had the right to treat him that way in
the first place, because now all can see that Reuven is
paying for it dearly.

This is sweeter than honey because it retroactively
removes the blemish to Shimon’s honor.

But the Torah tells us not to do it. mpn &Y —
“Do not take revenge.” Why not? Because we need
to recognize the truth: had it not been decreed in
Heaven, the other person would never have been
able to treat us that way.

There is no prohibition on guarding oneself
from further harm. A person is allowed to protect
himself from hurt and damage. But what happened
yesterday, it already happened. Although the deed
cannot be undone, we might be tempted to change
what it means, and show retroactively that it was
wrong, that it was unfair. Regarding this, the Torah
tells us no, don’t do it. Don’t take revenge. Instead,
we should recognize that everything is decreed by
Heaven. No one down here does anything that was
not decreed up there.

By contrast, Hashem is called ' ninpa 5% -

Y Cy Ot

“Hashem is a G-d of requital.”

Notonlyisit proper and fitting for Hashem to pay
back evildoers for their deeds, it is even necessary,
due to Hashem’s absolute Oneness.

How so?

Let’s say a person sins against Hashem one day
and stops sinning the next day. Yesterday he acted
against Hashem's Will and today he did Hashem’s
Will.

This contradicts Hashems Oneness, because
Hashem always ruled and always will rule. He is in
control of every single moment and every single
action. There can’t be a moment or an action that is
out of Hashem’s domain.

Every deed that appears to be against Hashem’s
Will must meet with punishment and reprisal,
because this is the only way to remove the deed
retroactively and demonstrate for all to see what it
means to act against Hashem’s Will; it means the
perpetrator will pay for it dearly, he will hurt and
suffer for it. This shows that there is no such thing
as going against Hashem, and retroactively rectifies

the deed. o

2 Tehillim 94:1.

Clean Hands

(» ,0 XIPM) KN X9 Y7 DX pYyn &Y

Do not withhold wages from your fellow, and do not rob. (Fayikra 19:13)

Honest Possessions

I want to address a topic that the Baalei Mussar
used to speak about alot, due to its great importance,
but today you hardly hear it mentioned. This is the
topic of gezel, dishonest gain.

When I said I am about to talk about a really
important topic, people probably thought to
themselves, “Hmm, I wonder what he is going to
say.” And when I said I am going to talk about geze/,
I imagine that some people probably felt a little
insulted. “Oh come on, does he think anyone here
is a thief?!”

3]



But the truth is I have permission from Chazal
to talk on this topic, because they said:

Rav Yehudah said in the name of
Rav: The majority of people are guilty
of dishonest gain, and the minority of
forbidden gender relationships, and nearly
all of speech bordering on lashon hara.!

So we see that there are a lot people who don’t
come completely clean of dishonest gain. It’s hard
to believe, it’s hard to understand, but if you walk
into a group of people, you can assume that many
of them have committed misdeeds in monetary
matters. If that’s what Chazal say, it must be so.

Chazal also stated that if a person has a box full
of aveiros, the first one to speak up and accuse him
in the Heavenly court is gezel.?

What does this mean as regards us?

Let’s say a person is trying to figure out why he is
not having a lot of success in his life. The first thing
he should attribute his lack of success to is dishonest
gain, because it is the first to speak up and accuse

him in Shamayim.

most after examining

people,

themselves, usually come to the conclusion that

However,

their hands are clean. They don’t find impropriety
in their financial dealings. “I didn’t steal anything!”
they say to themselves.

So why didn’t Chazal see it that way?

It’s all a question of what is considered gezel,
and what Chazal had in mind when they spoke

about it.

Those who sit in the beis midrash and learn
Torah already know that geze/ is not just putting
your hand into someone else’s pocket and taking
out money, or deliberately damaging someone’s
property. We wouldn’t even think of doing
something like that.

But we live in a material world, we walk around in

1 Bava Basra 165a.
2 Yalkut Shimoni, Behar 660.

| 4]

it, and wherever we go, we encounter other people’s
property. For instance, you get on the bus and you
realize that you are missing a quarter to pay the
fare. You see someone there you know, and you say,
“Hey, Yankel, lend me a quarter, I'll pay you back
tomorrow.” And tomorrow, they both completely
forget about the quarter.

That’s gezel.

A thousand dapim of Gemara that a person
learned could go down a black hole like this.
Forgetting a quarter is gezel. It makes a “hole” in a

person’s soul.

Sefer Mesilas Yesharim says an amazing thing
about this. It is speaking on the trait of nekiyus,

cleanliness:

Even Iyov said about himself: ox
To0 OPY M TITT M WK VN
DIXN 72T 2932 *2Y — “If my feet have
strayed from their course, and my heart
followed after my eyes, and something
stuck to my hands.”® See how beautiful
this metaphor is. It is comparing hidden
gezel to something that sticks to a
person’s hands. Even if a person did not
deliberately go and pick it up, and it just
inadvertently got stuck to him, in the
end, it is in his hand.

Soitiswithgezel. Evenifapersondoesn’t
deliberately go and steal something, it is
hard for his hands to remain completely
empty of gezel.*

We know that when we walk down the street
we need to guard our eyes, and not just look at
anything and everything, because if we don’t guard
our eyes, there is a natural tendency to get pulled
toward aveiros. This is how Hashem created the
world.

3 Iyov 31:7.
4 Mesilas Yesharim ch. 11.



The Mesilas Yesharim is telling us that this
applies also to guarding our hands. Our hands
have a certain invisible “glue” on them, and when
we go around in the world, all sorts of things
inadvertently get stuck to them. If we don’t pay
attention to remove from our hands whatever got
stuck on, those things will stay with us, and it is
considered gezel, improper gain. This is the nature
of the world. It is not something you can argue
about. It is natural for things to get stuck to our
hands, and the only way to avoid the sin of geze/ is
to always remove from our hands whatever got on
them.

I will tell you a little story.

A few years ago, I was talking with a good yeshiva
bachur from a good family. I asked him, “Do you

have any debts? Do you owe money to people?”
He said he does. So I asked him, “How much?”

He said, “I don’t know.”

I asked him, “How much to you think it is,
approximately?”

He answered, “Every once in a while I buy a
soft drink or a snack, and stuff like that, I think I
probably owe about eighty shekels.”

I said to him, “Think about it again and really try

to remember who you owe money to.”

He thought for a moment, and said, “Oh, I also
owe this guy and that guy”

A few minutes went by, and he realized that he
owes approximately 200 shekels. After another few
minutes, he already owed 240 shekels...

And this was a good bachur, not a youth at risk
or someone from a weak background.

Here’s another example. Someone is cleaning
up the house for Pesach and finds a sefer he
doesn’t recognize. He tries to remember who it
belongs to, but can’t think of the owner. This is
simply gezel.

How do I'know it is gezel?

|51

Because sometimes I am looking for a sefer of
mine, and I don’t find it, and then I try to remember
who I lent it to, and I find it hard to forgive him.
How many times did I have to buy this sefer?!

We are talking about regular, normative people.
They borrow a book, and sometimes they forget.
It happens. They borrow a pen from a friend, and
forget. It happens. This is what the Mesilas Yesharim
is talking about. We have this invisible glue on our
hands, our hands are sticky, and things get attached
to us all the time.

Why is it this way?

Human beings have a peculiar trait: they
forget things. For instance, we all remember that
it used to be winter. It was really cold, maybe it
was snowing where you live, and people were
thinking to themselves, “Oh, I just wish summer
would come already. Even if it will be baking hot, it
will be such a relief to get away from this freezing

weather!”

Then summer comes, and people are wiping the
sweat off their brows, and longing for winter. Even
if it will be freezing, the main thing is to get away
from this oppressive heat and mugginess!

Such is human nature. We don’t remember.

A person can’t understand why his friend forgot
to return a sefer to him: What's the matter with him?
Is he okay? Does he think that’s normal behavior or
something?! The answer is yes. It's normal behavior
because people are by nature forgetful. People don’t
think they will forget, but in the end they do. We
don’t think we will forget the Zosfos we just learned,
but a few days pass by, and we already forgot it. It’s
like we have a hole in our pocket. We simply don’t

remember things.

My zeideh would say, “Every Jew in America,
unless he is especially careful, will over the course
of his life accumulate a fittle chazir’ in his body.”
He was talking about food products with a dubious



kashrus status, which in his days many people would

consume.

We can apply this idea to our subject. Everyone
has items that he takes from others and forgets to
return. And this is nothing but gezel. If he never
returns them, they will eventually accompany him

to the grave.

I tell this to young bachurim: If you get into the
habit at your age to avoid geze/ as much as possible,
you will live happy lives. Because if a person lives
carelessly, he will gradually accumulate property
that doesn’t belong to him. Five dollars here, five
dollars there, and he broke something accidentally,
etc etc. It all adds up, and he doesn’t remember
that it ever happened. Years go by, and in the end, a
person comes to Olam Haemes with a giant bag of
stolen property.

This is really something to think about. The
Vilna Gaon is quoted as saying that if a house has
one stolen nail in it, good children won’t come from
this home.

Gezel is not something to treat lightly. We know
that even Yom Kippur will not atone for geze/ until
the person returns the misappropriated property. I
think this is one of the reasons why people aren’t
successful in their lives. It’s because they are holding
things that don’t belong to them.

As we said, it’s all a matter of habit. Just like
we need to watch over what our eyes see and our
minds think about, so we need to watch over our
hands. Let’s say you go into the corner grocery and
accidentally break something. Go and pay for it
right away.

Some of the people sitting here and listening
to this lecture are thinking to themselves, “Yeah,
okay, it’s a nice lecture. That’s a good idea...”
There is a bachur who felt a little prick in his
heart. And the subject poked a hole in the heart

of someone else. He feels pangs of conscience. He

|61

anxiously thinks to himself, “What am I gonna
do? I mamash forgot a bunch of things like this,
and now I want to make good, I want to get this
stuff off my hands. But how am I going to find
all the things I once borrowed from people, and
remember sums of money I was lent but forgot

all about?!”

Good question. What can a person actually do
to rectify the sin of geze/?

First of all, it is a general problem in avodas
Hashem that if we focus on the problems, it makes
us feel down. And if we feel down, we don’t want to
think about it anymore. And if we don’t think about
it, we just keep on doing the same thing, without
solving the problem.

I want to tell you something. Most of you
probably know this already, but for those who don’,
this is something you need to know.

There is a story about R. Zelmeleh from
Volozhin. Apparently, he was still a child at the time
of the story, or perhaps a young bachur.

He was among the outstanding zalmidim of
the Vilna Gaon. They say he didn’t belong to the
generation in which he was born. He was compared
to a meteor that passes over a certain place and
sheds a glow from high up. R. Zelmeleh was from
a different generation. He was a tremendous gaon,
a unique personality. His hasmadah and breadth of
knowledge were out of this world.

So the story is that R. Zelmeleh was once sitting
in the beis midrash, and someone came over and
spoke to him in learning, and while they were
talking, R. Zelmeleh said some word that the other
person took offense to.

Afterward, R. Zelmeleh thought to himself, “Oh
no, I insulted someone!” He went to look for the
person, he looked and looked, but couldn’t find

him. He was so pained over this incident that he fell

ill.

His family saw that he was in a terrible situation
and they tried to find a solution to ease his mind.
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Someone came along and said, “I have an idea”
He dressed up like the person who got insulted,
and came to R. Zelmeleh. But R. Zelmeleh started
crying, and said to him, “I know you aren’t that
person, I want to find that person, so he will forgive

me!”

His family went to the Vilna Gaon and told him
the story. He opened up Sefer Chovos Halevavos and
started reading to them:

If a person did some sin that is hard to
rectify in the way of repentance specific
for it... he should accept upon himself
to fulfill all the requirements and
conditions of repentance that he has the
strength and ability to perform. Then
the Creator will treat his repentance
leniently, and let him go regarding
everything he doesn’t know and is out
of his control. The Creator will place
an exit from his sin in front of him, and

provide excuses for him....

If he wronged his fellow physically
or financially, the Creator will put love
and goodwill in that person’s heart,
bringing him to forgive the sinner for
what he did to him, as it says: nix7a
inR OYWr PR Dy WOR 07T 0 - “If
Hashem is pleased with a person’s ways,
even his enemies will make peace with

him?®.”¢

So we see that there is a way out even for sins

5 Mishlei 16:7.
6 Chovos Halevavos 7:10.
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such as these. We need not despair over it, but we

should give some thought to it.

Treating other people’s property with proper
care is a point we need to work on. You could keep
a little notebook in which you jot down things you
borrow and loans you take. After eight months, take
out the notebook and you might see things you
totally forgot about.

Although hard at the beginning, if you get used
to living this way you will save yourself from a lot of

aveiros, and you will attain happiness.

We all want to achieve things, we want to uplift
ourselves, and David Hamelech asked a very relevant

question:

“U'I'E D1|7TJJ 02 "M i phi=! TII?}JZ m -
Who will ascend the mountain of Hashem,
and who will rise up to His place of

holiness?”

David Hamelech also answered the question:

229 721 093 ’p3 — He who is clean of
hands and pure of heart.?

The first condition is to have clean hands. To
check all the time if money or property that doesn’t
belong to us got stuck to our hands somehow or

another.

Having clean hands is one of highest and most
beautiful of madreigos. Such a person is invited to
ascend Hashem’s mountain and stand in His holy

place.

7 Tehillim 24:3-4.
8 Ibid.
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