
While the guests were dancing… They finally found him in a side room...

Knock

Knock

R’ Gershon Weiss’s oldest daughters’ wedding 
was memorable in more ways than one…

In the middle of second dance…

5693-5780 1933-2020 ,cy ws

Chasdei Hashem I was 
already misamei’ach the Choson, 
Now is the appropriate time to 
assist and be misamei’ach my 

beloved father!

Have you seen R’ 
Gershon Weiss pass 

by recently?

R’ Gershon?

Rabbosai, I 
apologize... I rarely 

get an opportunity to 
do this Mitzva of Kibud 

av v’eim.

My father’s feet 
were hurting and 

massaging them makes 
him feel better…

 in Liberec, Czechoslovakia. Miraculously, his family רָחֵל and ר׳ מְנַחֵם מֶנְדֶל was born to זַצַ״ל Weiss ר׳ גֵרְשׁוֹן
survived WWII in the Budapest ghetto. Shortly after his בַר מִצְוָה, they all emigrated to the US. For the 
next 18+ years he learned in נֵר יִשְרָאֵל (Baltimore) where he became a תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק of ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִצְחָק 
Ruderman (ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה) and ר׳ דָוִד Kronglas ( ַמַשְׁגִיח). While still a בָחוּר, he became the principal of נֵר יִשְרָאֵל. 
He moved to Toronto, Canada, for a short time, to establish a new branch of יְשִׁיבַת נֵר יִשְרָאֵל. At 28,  ר׳
ר׳  At 33, he acquiesced to .כּוֹלֵל married Necha Yarmish and as per their agreement he returned to גֵרְשׁוֹן
 For over 50 years .יְשִׁיבָה in the new Staten Island ר׳ רְאוּבֵן שַׁלִיטָ״א s bidding to join’זַצַ״ל Feinstein מֹשֶׁה
he delivered שִׁעוּרִים and weekly shmuessen. At around age 80, ר׳ גֵרְשׁוֹן moved to Lakewood and opened 
the first shul in the central area (in his living room) and even financed a כּוֹלֵל. An incredible מַתְמִיד, he 
only travelled with a סֵפֶר. With his warm positivity, he was constantly מְחַזֵק others. His incredible care 

and sensitivity can be gleaned from his writings on the Holocaust and His סְפָרִים on ְתַנַ״ך.  

Psst...Would you 
know where R’ 
Gershon is?

I’ve been looking 
around for him too 
…he seems to have 

disappeared!

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Yechiel Michel Feinstein זַצַ״ל, born to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם יִצְחָק and 
ר  in Lithuania, lost his father at age 7 and went to live אֶסְתֵּ
with his grandfather, רָב ,ר׳ דָוִד of Stravin, Byelorussia. At 

the age of 13, he traveled to Slutsk to learn under ר׳ אִיסֶר זַלְמַן Meltzer זַצַ״ל. 
At 16, he left for Mir to learn with ר׳ יְרוּחָם Levovitz זַצַ״ל. Traveling with  ר׳
 his ,זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ מֺשֶה .he escaped to the US in 1941 ,זַצַ״ל Kotler אַהֲרֺן
uncle, soon summoned him to serve by his side as head of  יְשִיבַת תִפְאֶרֶת
 s daughter, Lifsha. He’רָב In 1946, he married the Brisker .(NY) יְרוּשָלַיִם
returned to ל ית יְהוּדָה in 1952 and founded אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ  After his .יְשִיבַת בֵּ
daughter’s (1976) פְטִירָה, he moved the יְשִיבָה to י בְרַק His son .בְנֵּ in law is R' 
Tzvi Kaplan שַלִיטָ״א. 
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 davened with the זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ יְחִיאֵל מִיכְל
same עֲבוֹדָה and dedication as when he 
learned תּוֹרָה. His תַּלְמִידִים would wait for 
him, not to end קְרִיאַת שְמַע, but to begin 
it! He sat in thought for a few minutes, 
slowly counting on his fingers. Nobody 
knew why. After his פְטִירָה, one תַּלְמִיד 
related that once, he plucked up the 
courage to ask רֶבִי what he was doing. "I am 
counting the עֲשֶרֶת הַדִבְרוֹת," R' Michel replied. 
He would accept each דִבְרָה of the עֲשֶרֶת הַדִבְרוֹת before 
he recited קְרִיאַת שְמַע!

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ה … שׁוֹר אוֹ    לְאָּ הָּ י וָּ ינִּ יּוֹם הַשְׁמִּ מּוֹ ומִּ ים תַחַת אִּ בְעַת יָּמִּ יָּה שִּׁ לֵד וְהָּ וָּ י יִּ …כִּ  
When an ox…is born, it shall remain under its mother for 

seven days; and from the eighth day on… (א כ״ב:כ״ז קְרָּ  (וַיִּּ
Why is it necessary to state that the newborn will be 

together with its mother for seven days? Would it not suffice merely to 
state that the animal is fit for a sacrifice when it is eight days old or 
older?

The ׁש דְרָּ ל gives a מִּ שָּׁ  to explain that the first seven days are מָּ
also a necessity. A king once imposed a decree in his kingdom that any 
person wishing to have an audience with him must first appear before 
the governor. So, too, states the ׁש דְרָּ  an animal is unfit to come ,מִּ
before הקב״ה until it has lived in the world for seven days and spent a 
ת ת in this world. Upon being imbued with the spirit of שַׁבָּ  the) שַׁבָּ
governor), the animal is then ready to be received by הקב״ה.

The Taz (ה רנ״ה  points out that for this reason, we (יוֹרֶה דֵעָּ
celebrate the ר כָּ לוֹם זָּ ת on the שָּׁ ה preceding the שַׁבָּ ילָּ ית מִּ  of a בְרִּ
newborn baby boy. The child is not ready to absorb the sanctity 
inherent in the ה ילָּ ית מִּ ת until he first experiences a בְרִּ .in the world שַׁבָּ

There is a story told (Visions of Greatness VI, Page 199) 
about Señor Yaakov Yaakobi, a secular Jew, who was in the process of 
becoming religious. He owned a parcel of property in the downtown 
section of Mexico City. The year was 1985; the Mexican economy had 
suffered a strong downturn. Señor Yaakobi was losing money every 
day that he held the property with no tenants, and he couldn’t find a 
buyer.    

The first ה צְוָּ  that Señor Yaakobi chose to keep entirely was מִּ
ת  and the first Friday after his commitment came with an ,שַׁבָּ
unbelievable challenge. An interested team of buyers had come to 
evaluate the property on Friday afternoon. They discussed the 
property and its dimensions, then began to negotiate the price. As 
time passed, however, Yaakov began to look uneasily at his watch. 
Sunset was soon approaching. He had made a commitment to himself 
to start observing ת  ,After so many weeks of considering the issue .שַׁבָּ
he had finally resolved to begin now. He desperately wanted to 
conclude this deal, but was it worth his newfound resolution to keep 
ת  ?properly שַׁבָּ

At last he made up his mind. To the surprise of the buyers, 
Yaakov rose to his feet. “Gentlemen, I can see that this will take some 
time. Perhaps we should adjourn our meeting now and continue our 
discussion on Monday morning?”

The men left, but they never returned on Monday morning. 
Less than one month later, a devastating earthquake struck Mexico 
City. The city reeled in disbelief, as only a few buildings withstood the 
tremors. Señor Yaakobi’s empty office building was one such building. 
Within days, he sold his suddenly valuable property for a huge sum of 
money, far greater than what he could have ever dreamed of before 
the quake.

Señor Yaakov Yaakobi learned firsthand the value of living 
through a first ת .שַׁבָּ

Adapted from: Words of Torah  R' Dov A. Brisman (with kind permission from NCYI)
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
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פרשה: אמור      הפטרה: והכהנים הלוים בני צדוק... )יחזקאל מד:טו-לא(

הַר ת בְּ ם רְבִיעִי לְפָרָשַׁ יווֹ נִי בְּ סַח שֵׁ פֶּ
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 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ל שְרָאֵׁ י יִׁ י בְתוֹךְ בְנֵׁ קְדַשְתִׁ י וְנִׁ ם קָדְשִׁ קְרָא כ״ב:ל״ג(…)וְלאֹ תְחַלְלוּ אֶת שֵׁ וַיִׁ  
You  shall  not  desecrate  My  holy  Name,  [rather,]  I  

should  be  sanctified  among  ל שְרָאֵׁ י יִׁ  … בְנֵׁ
A Jew who is killed because of his Jewishness, dies  דוּש עַל קִׁ

ם  s Name. Regarding the slaughter of'ה׳ for the sanctification of ,הַשֵׁ
the Jews of the city of Mir, Poland, by the Germans מַח שְמָם  and their יִׁ
collaborators, the Mirrer Mashgiach, R' Yechezkel Levenstein, said: 

"Every Jew killed by this evil regime merits eternal 
existence, since he was killed for being a Jew ... Thus, through  הַשְגָחַת
 Divine Providence, each of these souls will exist for eternity ,ה׳
because they were killed for being Jews. This is true for any Jew. How 
great, however, will be the reward for those who went to their death 
fulfilling the צְוָה  with all your heart and with all your soul ה׳ to love מִׁ
— even when He takes your soul."

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
We have learned that before being slaughtered,  הַגָאוֹן הַגָדוֹל

י קַמַאי הי״ד ין the ,הָרַב אַבְרָהָם צְבִׁ ית דִׁ יבָה and the אַב בֵׁ  ,of Mir ראֹש יְשִׁ
ensured that every single member of his community unite with him at 
that awesome moment and accept upon themselves the judgment of 
Heaven with love… 

The year was 5703 (1947). It was י עֲצֶרֶת ינִׁ י  and in ,שְמִׁ בְנֵׁ
יבָה s Ponovezh’בְרַק  had reached their peak. Led by the הַקָפוֹת the ,יְשִׁ
Ponovezher רָב, R' Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, the ים ידִׁ  of the תַלְמִׁ
יבָה י תוֹרָה their hands joined, danced with the ,יְשִׁ פְרֵׁ  their lips ,סִׁ
bursting with song, their hearts aflame with the love of תוֹרָה.

Standing on the side, looking somber as he observed the 
beautiful scene, was the elderly שַמָש. In his mind, he was thinking, "If 
only my sons were alive ... surely they would be here taking part in 

the dancing ... and then I would have joined them. But instead, they 
are dead, killed by the Germans, buried somewhere in the blood
soaked earth of Europe. Tears began flowing down his cheeks, and as 
he continued to watch the dancing, he could no longer contain 
himself.

The שַמָש rushed over to the Ponovezher רָב and cried out, 
י! גװאַלד!"  Where are my children? Why have they been taken — רֶבִׁ
from me? They could have grown to become great in תוֹרָה and  רְאַת יִׁ
ם "?why aren't they here — שָמַיִׁ

As everyone stood watching, the Ponovezher רָב, who had 
lost his entire family in the war except for one son, began to cry.

He said: “We need not weep for them. They gave their lives 
ם דוּש הַשֵׁ  and are now in awesome Heavenly sanctuaries, with עַל קִׁ
eternal reward that we cannot fathom, studying תוֹרָה in the  יבָה שֶל יְשִׁ
דֶן the Heavenly Academy, in ,מַעֲלָה .amongst all the holy martyrs גַן עֵׁ

“Do you know for whom we should weep? For ourselves. 
What is our status in this world? There is so much we can accomplish 
with every moment of life; with every moment of תוֹרָה study we can 
acquire eternal life, filled with awesome, exalted reward. How are we 
utilizing our time? This question pierces the very heavens.

“Our families sanctified ה׳'s Name in death. Our mission is 
to sanctify His Name here, in our difficult lives, following the 
calamitous destruction [of European Jewry]. We dare not give in to 
despair and lose our spirit, though we don’t understand why all this 
had to happen. Let us study תוֹרָה and carry out the צְוַת  with love מִׁ
and awe of ה׳, by accepting the Heavenly judgment with love. For 
whatever ה׳ does is for the good, though we may not perceive how it 
is so.”

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Kiddush Hashem

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

חלק ב׳  פרק י״ח:א  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*In the next few רָקִים סָפִים of הֲלָכוֹת teaches the חָפֵץ חַיִים the ,פְּ  .מַעֲשֵר כְּ
He points out a common confusion and error in taking סָפִים  מַעֲשֵר כְּ
[commonly a 1/10 or up to a 1/5 from your profit to be used for  מִילוּת גְּ
סָפִים The 1/10 of the profits taken for .[חֲסָדִים  must also include מַעֲשֵר כְּ
a 1/10 of the original money before the investment (קֶרֶן). For example, 
if a person took $1000 and made a profit of $300, then he takes a 1/10 
of the original money ($100) plus 1/10 of the profit ($30). A total of 
$130 should set aside to be used for סָפִים .מַעֲשֵר כְּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate. 
רוֹת מֹשֶה יוֹרֶה דֵעָה חֵלֶק א סִימָן קמג) זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ מֹשֶה  of giving הֲלָכָה explains that the (אִגְּ
a 1/10 from the original money before the investment (קֶרֶן), only applies to the initial 
investment when there was no מַעֲשֵר taken. For example, if a person received a gift or 
inherited money and then used it for an investment.   

1.How do we know that we take only ONE לוּלָב from the word פֹּת  ,כַּ
which is (or seems to be) in the plural?

2.What 2 reasons does ״י שִׁ ן  offer to explain what prompted the רַּ בֶּ
י צְרִׁ יש מִׁ ?הקב״ה to speak with such anger against אִׁ

1.The word ַּפֹּת ְּמָרִים) …”ו“ is spelled missing a כ ַּפֹּת ת .(23:40 — ד״ה כ
2.i) When he heard the הֲלָכָה that the ִׁים ַּפָנ ֶּם ה ֶּח  sat for 9 days until it was finally ל

eaten, he mocked it, saying, “The practice of a king is to have fresh, warm bread 
daily!” ii) After losing the ִׁין תּוֹרָה ֶּן  about where he should pitch his tent, the ד ב
ִׁי ִׁצְר ִׁיש מ ֶּן אִשָה) … became belligerent א ֵּא ב ַּיֵּצ .(24:10 — ד״ה ו
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
נִי סַח שֵׁ ת פֶּ הִלְכ�וֹ

Halacha 
Corner Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

נִי • סַח שֵׁ ה has its own special (אִיָּר 14) פֶּ דֻשָּ  with regard to קְּ
the eating of the סַח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ ג and most have the ,קָּ הָּ  not to מִנְּ
say תַחֲנוּן.

• We do say תַחֲנוּן at ה חָּ נִי on מִנְּ סַח שֵׁ ב פֶּ רֶּ  .(אִיָּר 13) עֶּ
• Some have a ג הָּ ה to eat מִנְּ נִי on מַצָּ סַח שֵׁ  during the day as פֶּ

a סַח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ קָּ ר לְּ כֶּ .(אִיָּר others also eat the following night — 15) זֵׁ

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

R' Michel Feinstein, זַצַ״ל, related ים עוֹזֶר  'to describe R מָשָל s’ר׳ חַיִּ
Dovid Karliner זַצַ״ל, one of the greatest Lithuanian ים אוֹנִּ ר׳  in גְּ
ים עוֹזֶר  ,s time. “A true master tailor makes his own needle’חַיִּ
sharpens the point and decides precisely where to make the 
hole!” ים עוֹזֶר ד האָט געֶמאַכט זײַן אײֵגנעֶר “ ,continued ר׳ חַיִּ ר׳ דָוִּ
צוּ פאַרשטײֵן יעֶדעֶרעֶר  — !R' Dovid made his own needle — נאָדל!
יךְ אָנגעֶפאַנגט פוּנסנײַ! יָה, עֶר האָט זִּ  In order to understand — סֻגְּ
each יָה     ”.he began anew [without using works of others!] ,סֻגְּ

Adapted from: Dei'ah veDibur

Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ
R' Yechiel Michel 

Feinstein ״ל צַּ  often said that זַּ
when a Yid davens sincerely, with 
all his heart, on behalf of another 
Yid, his ה א  reaches the תְפִלָּ כִסֵּ
בוֹד כָּ  directly, even if he is not a הַּ
great דִיק  .צַּ

One of R' Michel's 
לְמִידִים  once came to give him תַּ
the good news that his daughter 
had become engaged. "It is the 
ה  .he exclaimed "!נֵּס s'ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ
Just a month before, the father 
had asked R' Michel to daven that 
he find his daughter's ְשִׁדוּך 
quickly. 

“This is not a נֵּס!” R' 
Michel insisted. "When you came 
to see me, I saw your pain and 
was very distressed. I put all my 
heart and soul into the תְהִלִים 
that I recited. I then blessed you 
wholeheartedly. You should know 
that ד׳ fulfills the request of any 
Jew who gives a ה כָּ  בְרָּ
wholeheartedly!" 

R' Yitzchok Zilberstein 
״א לִיטָּ  recalls the time that he שַּׁ
was presented with a difficult 
query concerning a terminally ill 
patient who was in serious 
condition. The woman wanted 

very much to see the ה  of her חֻפָּ
engaged daughter. It was  חוֹל
ד סֻכוֹת מּוֹעֵּ  and the question was הַּ
how to find a way that a חֻפָּה 
might possibly be arranged 
during ד מּוֹעֵּ ה since) חוֹל הַּ כָּ  הֲלָּ
prohibits marrying on ד מּוֹעֵּ .(חוֹל הַּ

R' Zilberstein consulted 
with R' Michel and explained the 
ה לָּ  to him. After listening שְׁאֵּ
carefully, R' Michel told him, 
"Why are you looking for 
leniencies? Let us daven that the 
mother has a long life!" R' Michel 
then davened and did not answer 
his ה לָּ .שְׁאֵּ

R' Zilberstein returned to 
the family and instructed them 
not to change the original date of 
the חֲתֻנָּה. The mother lived to see 
her daughter's wedding, which 
was held during ה  She passed .חֲנכָֻּ
away the day after the כוֹת ע בְרָּ בַּ  שֶׁׁ
ended. 

My לְמִיד  R' Michel lived ,תַּ
and ן סְקָּ  d based on the power’פַּ
of a sincere ה  .for another Yid תְפִלָּ
Think about others during your 
ה  תְפִלוֹת it will help your ;תְפִלָּ
reach directly to the בוֹד כָּ א הַּ !כִסֵּ

רוּךְ!  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
בִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews

The current Pirchei Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  עֶרֶב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. Beginning שַׁ
this week and continuing in the weeks 
leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  ,and beyond קַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה  מִנְחָּ
every ת בָּ  Learn for an hour or .עֶרֶב שַׁ
more and get an additional entry into 
the raffle. There is no particular לִמּוּד to 
learn — you can even review  א יִם מִקְרָּ שְנַׁ
רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ  If you arrange for a group .וְאֶחָּ
to learn on the phone, and have a שִעוּר 
to learn about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  ,קִדּוּשַׁ
you will receive an extra entry in the 
raffle. The contest is open for boys of all 
ages up to 12th grade. To join this 
program, please send your weekly fax 
to (718) 506 9633 or email to: 
erevshabboslearningprogram@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  city, state, and ,יְשִיבָּ
contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ !מִקְרָּ

Understanding

אִם אֵין קֶמַח אֵין תּוֹרָה; אִם אֵין תּוֹרָה אֵין קֶמַח…  
… if there is no sustenance (lit. flour) there is 

no תּוֹרָה;
if there is no תּוֹרָה there is no sustenance (

.(אָבוֹת ג:כא
The ְ(מִצְוָה ש״ב, ש״ו) חִנּוּך explains that the 
 is brought as an expression of our קָרְבָן עוֹמֶר
belief that we recognize that ד׳ wants 
mankind to live. He creates a new crop 
annually in order to sustain us. Before we 
can derive any benefit from the new crop, 
we first offer it up to ד׳ to show our thanks 
to Him for His kindness. סְפִירַת הָעוֹמֶר, 
counting the days from the bringing of the 
 is an expression of our ,שָבוּעוֹת towards עוֹמֶר
love for the תּוֹרָה. Both “flour” and the תּוֹרָה 
were created in order to provide sustenance 
to the world. If כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל had not accepted 
the תּוֹרָה, we would have ceased to exist and 
the world would not have survived.

סְפִירַת הָעוֹמֶר



  

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ל שְרָאֵׁ י יִׁ י בְתוֹךְ בְנֵׁ קְדַשְתִׁ י וְנִׁ ם קָדְשִׁ קְרָא כ״ב:ל״ג(…)וְלאֹ תְחַלְלוּ אֶת שֵׁ וַיִׁ  
You  shall  not  desecrate  My  holy  Name,  [rather,]  I  

should  be  sanctified  among  ל שְרָאֵׁ י יִׁ  … בְנֵׁ
A Jew who is killed because of his Jewishness, dies  דוּש עַל קִׁ

ם  s Name. Regarding the slaughter of'ה׳ for the sanctification of ,הַשֵׁ
the Jews of the city of Mir, Poland, by the Germans מַח שְמָם  and their יִׁ
collaborators, the Mirrer Mashgiach, R' Yechezkel Levenstein, said: 

"Every Jew killed by this evil regime merits eternal 
existence, since he was killed for being a Jew ... Thus, through  הַשְגָחַת
 Divine Providence, each of these souls will exist for eternity ,ה׳
because they were killed for being Jews. This is true for any Jew. How 
great, however, will be the reward for those who went to their death 
fulfilling the צְוָה  with all your heart and with all your soul ה׳ to love מִׁ
— even when He takes your soul."

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
We have learned that before being slaughtered,  הַגָאוֹן הַגָדוֹל

י קַמַאי הי״ד ין the ,הָרַב אַבְרָהָם צְבִׁ ית דִׁ יבָה and the אַב בֵׁ  ,of Mir ראֹש יְשִׁ
ensured that every single member of his community unite with him at 
that awesome moment and accept upon themselves the judgment of 
Heaven with love… 

The year was 5703 (1947). It was י עֲצֶרֶת ינִׁ י  and in ,שְמִׁ בְנֵׁ
יבָה s Ponovezh’בְרַק  had reached their peak. Led by the הַקָפוֹת the ,יְשִׁ
Ponovezher רָב, R' Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, the ים ידִׁ  of the תַלְמִׁ
יבָה י תוֹרָה their hands joined, danced with the ,יְשִׁ פְרֵׁ  their lips ,סִׁ
bursting with song, their hearts aflame with the love of תוֹרָה.

Standing on the side, looking somber as he observed the 
beautiful scene, was the elderly שַמָש. In his mind, he was thinking, "If 
only my sons were alive ... surely they would be here taking part in 

the dancing ... and then I would have joined them. But instead, they 
are dead, killed by the Germans, buried somewhere in the blood
soaked earth of Europe. Tears began flowing down his cheeks, and as 
he continued to watch the dancing, he could no longer contain 
himself.

The שַמָש rushed over to the Ponovezher רָב and cried out, 
י! גװאַלד!"  Where are my children? Why have they been taken — רֶבִׁ
from me? They could have grown to become great in תוֹרָה and  רְאַת יִׁ
ם "?why aren't they here — שָמַיִׁ

As everyone stood watching, the Ponovezher רָב, who had 
lost his entire family in the war except for one son, began to cry.

He said: “We need not weep for them. They gave their lives 
ם דוּש הַשֵׁ  and are now in awesome Heavenly sanctuaries, with עַל קִׁ
eternal reward that we cannot fathom, studying תוֹרָה in the  יבָה שֶל יְשִׁ
דֶן the Heavenly Academy, in ,מַעֲלָה .amongst all the holy martyrs גַן עֵׁ

“Do you know for whom we should weep? For ourselves. 
What is our status in this world? There is so much we can accomplish 
with every moment of life; with every moment of תוֹרָה study we can 
acquire eternal life, filled with awesome, exalted reward. How are we 
utilizing our time? This question pierces the very heavens.

“Our families sanctified ה׳'s Name in death. Our mission is 
to sanctify His Name here, in our difficult lives, following the 
calamitous destruction [of European Jewry]. We dare not give in to 
despair and lose our spirit, though we don’t understand why all this 
had to happen. Let us study תוֹרָה and carry out the צְוַת  with love מִׁ
and awe of ה׳, by accepting the Heavenly judgment with love. For 
whatever ה׳ does is for the good, though we may not perceive how it 
is so.”

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Kiddush Hashem

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

חלק ב׳  פרק י״ח:א  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*In the next few רָקִים סָפִים of הֲלָכוֹת teaches the חָפֵץ חַיִים the ,פְּ  .מַעֲשֵר כְּ
He points out a common confusion and error in taking סָפִים  מַעֲשֵר כְּ
[commonly a 1/10 or up to a 1/5 from your profit to be used for  מִילוּת גְּ
סָפִים The 1/10 of the profits taken for .[חֲסָדִים  must also include מַעֲשֵר כְּ
a 1/10 of the original money before the investment (קֶרֶן). For example, 
if a person took $1000 and made a profit of $300, then he takes a 1/10 
of the original money ($100) plus 1/10 of the profit ($30). A total of 
$130 should set aside to be used for סָפִים .מַעֲשֵר כְּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate. 
רוֹת מֹשֶה יוֹרֶה דֵעָה חֵלֶק א סִימָן קמג) זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ מֹשֶה  of giving הֲלָכָה explains that the (אִגְּ
a 1/10 from the original money before the investment (קֶרֶן), only applies to the initial 
investment when there was no מַעֲשֵר taken. For example, if a person received a gift or 
inherited money and then used it for an investment.   

1.How do we know that we take only ONE לוּלָב from the word פֹּת  ,כַּ
which is (or seems to be) in the plural?

2.What 2 reasons does ״י שִׁ ן  offer to explain what prompted the רַּ בֶּ
י צְרִׁ יש מִׁ ?הקב״ה to speak with such anger against אִׁ

1.The word ַּפֹּת ְּמָרִים) …”ו“ is spelled missing a כ ַּפֹּת ת .(23:40 — ד״ה כ
2.i) When he heard the הֲלָכָה that the ִׁים ַּפָנ ֶּם ה ֶּח  sat for 9 days until it was finally ל

eaten, he mocked it, saying, “The practice of a king is to have fresh, warm bread 
daily!” ii) After losing the ִׁין תּוֹרָה ֶּן  about where he should pitch his tent, the ד ב
ִׁי ִׁצְר ִׁיש מ ֶּן אִשָה) … became belligerent א ֵּא ב ַּיֵּצ .(24:10 — ד״ה ו

1.How do we know that we take only ONE לוּלָב from the word פֹּת  ,כַּ
which is (or seems to be) in the plural?

2.What 2 reasons does ״י שִׁ ן  offer to explain what prompted the רַּ בֶּ
י צְרִׁ יש מִׁ ?הקב״ה to speak with such anger against אִׁ

1.The word ַּפֹּת ְּמָרִים) …”ו“ is spelled missing a כ ַּפֹּת ת .(23:40 — ד״ה כ
2.i) When he heard the הֲלָכָה that the ִׁים ַּפָנ ֶּם ה ֶּח  sat for 9 days until it was finally ל

eaten, he mocked it, saying, “The practice of a king is to have fresh, warm bread 
daily!” ii) After losing the ִׁין תּוֹרָה ֶּן  about where he should pitch his tent, the ד ב
ִׁי ִׁצְר ִׁיש מ ֶּן אִשָה) … became belligerent א ֵּא ב ַּיֵּצ .(24:10 — ד״ה ו

An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

מָא: עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ
נִי סַח שֵׁ ת פֶּ הִלְכ�וֹ

Halacha 
Corner Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

נִי • סַח שֵׁ ה has its own special (אִיָּר 14) פֶּ דֻשָּ  with regard to קְּ
the eating of the סַח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ ג and most have the ,קָּ הָּ  not to מִנְּ
say תַחֲנוּן.

• We do say תַחֲנוּן at ה חָּ נִי on מִנְּ סַח שֵׁ ב פֶּ רֶּ  .(אִיָּר 13) עֶּ
• Some have a ג הָּ ה to eat מִנְּ נִי on מַצָּ סַח שֵׁ  during the day as פֶּ

a סַח ן פֶּ בָּ רְּ קָּ ר לְּ כֶּ .(אִיָּר others also eat the following night — 15) זֵׁ

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

R' Michel Feinstein, זַצַ״ל, related ים עוֹזֶר  'to describe R מָשָל s’ר׳ חַיִּ
Dovid Karliner זַצַ״ל, one of the greatest Lithuanian ים אוֹנִּ ר׳  in גְּ
ים עוֹזֶר  ,s time. “A true master tailor makes his own needle’חַיִּ
sharpens the point and decides precisely where to make the 
hole!” ים עוֹזֶר ד האָט געֶמאַכט זײַן אײֵגנעֶר “ ,continued ר׳ חַיִּ ר׳ דָוִּ
צוּ פאַרשטײֵן יעֶדעֶרעֶר  — !R' Dovid made his own needle — נאָדל!
יךְ אָנגעֶפאַנגט פוּנסנײַ! יָה, עֶר האָט זִּ  In order to understand — סֻגְּ
each יָה     ”.he began anew [without using works of others!] ,סֻגְּ

Adapted from: Dei'ah veDibur

Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ
R' Yechiel Michel 

Feinstein ״ל צַּ  often said that זַּ
when a Yid davens sincerely, with 
all his heart, on behalf of another 
Yid, his ה א  reaches the תְפִלָּ כִסֵּ
בוֹד כָּ  directly, even if he is not a הַּ
great דִיק  .צַּ

One of R' Michel's 
לְמִידִים  once came to give him תַּ
the good news that his daughter 
had become engaged. "It is the 
ה  .he exclaimed "!נֵּס s'ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָּ
Just a month before, the father 
had asked R' Michel to daven that 
he find his daughter's ְשִׁדוּך 
quickly. 

“This is not a נֵּס!” R' 
Michel insisted. "When you came 
to see me, I saw your pain and 
was very distressed. I put all my 
heart and soul into the תְהִלִים 
that I recited. I then blessed you 
wholeheartedly. You should know 
that ד׳ fulfills the request of any 
Jew who gives a ה כָּ  בְרָּ
wholeheartedly!" 

R' Yitzchok Zilberstein 
״א לִיטָּ  recalls the time that he שַּׁ
was presented with a difficult 
query concerning a terminally ill 
patient who was in serious 
condition. The woman wanted 

very much to see the ה  of her חֻפָּ
engaged daughter. It was  חוֹל
ד סֻכוֹת מּוֹעֵּ  and the question was הַּ
how to find a way that a חֻפָּה 
might possibly be arranged 
during ד מּוֹעֵּ ה since) חוֹל הַּ כָּ  הֲלָּ
prohibits marrying on ד מּוֹעֵּ .(חוֹל הַּ

R' Zilberstein consulted 
with R' Michel and explained the 
ה לָּ  to him. After listening שְׁאֵּ
carefully, R' Michel told him, 
"Why are you looking for 
leniencies? Let us daven that the 
mother has a long life!" R' Michel 
then davened and did not answer 
his ה לָּ .שְׁאֵּ

R' Zilberstein returned to 
the family and instructed them 
not to change the original date of 
the חֲתֻנָּה. The mother lived to see 
her daughter's wedding, which 
was held during ה  She passed .חֲנכָֻּ
away the day after the כוֹת ע בְרָּ בַּ  שֶׁׁ
ended. 

My לְמִיד  R' Michel lived ,תַּ
and ן סְקָּ  d based on the power’פַּ
of a sincere ה  .for another Yid תְפִלָּ
Think about others during your 
ה  תְפִלוֹת it will help your ;תְפִלָּ
reach directly to the בוֹד כָּ א הַּ !כִסֵּ

רוּךְ!  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
בִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת רֶׁ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews

The current Pirchei Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  עֶרֶב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. Beginning שַׁ
this week and continuing in the weeks 
leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  ,and beyond קַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה  מִנְחָּ
every ת בָּ  Learn for an hour or .עֶרֶב שַׁ
more and get an additional entry into 
the raffle. There is no particular לִמּוּד to 
learn — you can even review  א יִם מִקְרָּ שְנַׁ
רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ  If you arrange for a group .וְאֶחָּ
to learn on the phone, and have a שִעוּר 
to learn about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  ,קִדּוּשַׁ
you will receive an extra entry in the 
raffle. The contest is open for boys of all 
ages up to 12th grade. To join this 
program, please send your weekly fax 
to (718) 506 9633 or email to: 
erevshabboslearningprogram@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  city, state, and ,יְשִיבָּ
contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ !מִקְרָּ

Understanding

אִם אֵין קֶמַח אֵין תּוֹרָה; אִם אֵין תּוֹרָה אֵין קֶמַח…  
… if there is no sustenance (lit. flour) there is 

no תּוֹרָה;
if there is no תּוֹרָה there is no sustenance (

.(אָבוֹת ג:כא
The ְ(מִצְוָה ש״ב, ש״ו) חִנּוּך explains that the 
 is brought as an expression of our קָרְבָן עוֹמֶר
belief that we recognize that ד׳ wants 
mankind to live. He creates a new crop 
annually in order to sustain us. Before we 
can derive any benefit from the new crop, 
we first offer it up to ד׳ to show our thanks 
to Him for His kindness. סְפִירַת הָעוֹמֶר, 
counting the days from the bringing of the 
 is an expression of our ,שָבוּעוֹת towards עוֹמֶר
love for the תּוֹרָה. Both “flour” and the תּוֹרָה 
were created in order to provide sustenance 
to the world. If כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל had not accepted 
the תּוֹרָה, we would have ceased to exist and 
the world would not have survived.

סְפִירַת הָעוֹמֶר



While the guests were dancing… They finally found him in a side room...

Knock

Knock

R’ Gershon Weiss’s oldest daughters’ wedding 
was memorable in more ways than one…

In the middle of second dance…

5693-5780 1933-2020 ,cy ws

Chasdei Hashem I was 
already misamei’ach the Choson, 
Now is the appropriate time to 
assist and be misamei’ach my 

beloved father!

Have you seen R’ 
Gershon Weiss pass 

by recently?

R’ Gershon?

Rabbosai, I 
apologize... I rarely 

get an opportunity to 
do this Mitzva of Kibud 

av v’eim.

My father’s feet 
were hurting and 

massaging them makes 
him feel better…

 in Liberec, Czechoslovakia. Miraculously, his family רָחֵל and ר׳ מְנַחֵם מֶנְדֶל was born to זַצַ״ל Weiss ר׳ גֵרְשׁוֹן
survived WWII in the Budapest ghetto. Shortly after his בַר מִצְוָה, they all emigrated to the US. For the 
next 18+ years he learned in נֵר יִשְרָאֵל (Baltimore) where he became a תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק of ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִצְחָק 
Ruderman (ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה) and ר׳ דָוִד Kronglas ( ַמַשְׁגִיח). While still a בָחוּר, he became the principal of נֵר יִשְרָאֵל. 
He moved to Toronto, Canada, for a short time, to establish a new branch of יְשִׁיבַת נֵר יִשְרָאֵל. At 28,  ר׳
ר׳  At 33, he acquiesced to .כּוֹלֵל married Necha Yarmish and as per their agreement he returned to גֵרְשׁוֹן
 For over 50 years .יְשִׁיבָה in the new Staten Island ר׳ רְאוּבֵן שַׁלִיטָ״א s bidding to join’זַצַ״ל Feinstein מֹשֶׁה
he delivered שִׁעוּרִים and weekly shmuessen. At around age 80, ר׳ גֵרְשׁוֹן moved to Lakewood and opened 
the first shul in the central area (in his living room) and even financed a כּוֹלֵל. An incredible מַתְמִיד, he 
only travelled with a סֵפֶר. With his warm positivity, he was constantly מְחַזֵק others. His incredible care 

and sensitivity can be gleaned from his writings on the Holocaust and His סְפָרִים on ְתַנַ״ך.  

Psst...Would you 
know where R’ 
Gershon is?

I’ve been looking 
around for him too 
…he seems to have 

disappeared!

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Yechiel Michel Feinstein זַצַ״ל, born to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם יִצְחָק and 
ר  in Lithuania, lost his father at age 7 and went to live אֶסְתֵּ
with his grandfather, רָב ,ר׳ דָוִד of Stravin, Byelorussia. At 

the age of 13, he traveled to Slutsk to learn under ר׳ אִיסֶר זַלְמַן Meltzer זַצַ״ל. 
At 16, he left for Mir to learn with ר׳ יְרוּחָם Levovitz זַצַ״ל. Traveling with  ר׳
 his ,זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ מֺשֶה .he escaped to the US in 1941 ,זַצַ״ל Kotler אַהֲרֺן
uncle, soon summoned him to serve by his side as head of  יְשִיבַת תִפְאֶרֶת
 s daughter, Lifsha. He’רָב In 1946, he married the Brisker .(NY) יְרוּשָלַיִם
returned to ל ית יְהוּדָה in 1952 and founded אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ  After his .יְשִיבַת בֵּ
daughter’s (1976) פְטִירָה, he moved the יְשִיבָה to י בְרַק His son .בְנֵּ in law is R' 
Tzvi Kaplan שַלִיטָ״א. 
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 davened with the זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ יְחִיאֵל מִיכְל
same עֲבוֹדָה and dedication as when he 
learned תּוֹרָה. His תַּלְמִידִים would wait for 
him, not to end קְרִיאַת שְמַע, but to begin 
it! He sat in thought for a few minutes, 
slowly counting on his fingers. Nobody 
knew why. After his פְטִירָה, one תַּלְמִיד 
related that once, he plucked up the 
courage to ask רֶבִי what he was doing. "I am 
counting the עֲשֶרֶת הַדִבְרוֹת," R' Michel replied. 
He would accept each דִבְרָה of the עֲשֶרֶת הַדִבְרוֹת before 
he recited קְרִיאַת שְמַע!

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

ה … שׁוֹר אוֹ    לְאָּ הָּ י וָּ ינִּ יּוֹם הַשְׁמִּ מּוֹ ומִּ ים תַחַת אִּ בְעַת יָּמִּ יָּה שִּׁ לֵד וְהָּ וָּ י יִּ …כִּ  
When an ox…is born, it shall remain under its mother for 

seven days; and from the eighth day on… (א כ״ב:כ״ז קְרָּ  (וַיִּּ
Why is it necessary to state that the newborn will be 

together with its mother for seven days? Would it not suffice merely to 
state that the animal is fit for a sacrifice when it is eight days old or 
older?

The ׁש דְרָּ ל gives a מִּ שָּׁ  to explain that the first seven days are מָּ
also a necessity. A king once imposed a decree in his kingdom that any 
person wishing to have an audience with him must first appear before 
the governor. So, too, states the ׁש דְרָּ  an animal is unfit to come ,מִּ
before הקב״ה until it has lived in the world for seven days and spent a 
ת ת in this world. Upon being imbued with the spirit of שַׁבָּ  the) שַׁבָּ
governor), the animal is then ready to be received by הקב״ה.

The Taz (ה רנ״ה  points out that for this reason, we (יוֹרֶה דֵעָּ
celebrate the ר כָּ לוֹם זָּ ת on the שָּׁ ה preceding the שַׁבָּ ילָּ ית מִּ  of a בְרִּ
newborn baby boy. The child is not ready to absorb the sanctity 
inherent in the ה ילָּ ית מִּ ת until he first experiences a בְרִּ .in the world שַׁבָּ

There is a story told (Visions of Greatness VI, Page 199) 
about Señor Yaakov Yaakobi, a secular Jew, who was in the process of 
becoming religious. He owned a parcel of property in the downtown 
section of Mexico City. The year was 1985; the Mexican economy had 
suffered a strong downturn. Señor Yaakobi was losing money every 
day that he held the property with no tenants, and he couldn’t find a 
buyer.    

The first ה צְוָּ  that Señor Yaakobi chose to keep entirely was מִּ
ת  and the first Friday after his commitment came with an ,שַׁבָּ
unbelievable challenge. An interested team of buyers had come to 
evaluate the property on Friday afternoon. They discussed the 
property and its dimensions, then began to negotiate the price. As 
time passed, however, Yaakov began to look uneasily at his watch. 
Sunset was soon approaching. He had made a commitment to himself 
to start observing ת  ,After so many weeks of considering the issue .שַׁבָּ
he had finally resolved to begin now. He desperately wanted to 
conclude this deal, but was it worth his newfound resolution to keep 
ת  ?properly שַׁבָּ

At last he made up his mind. To the surprise of the buyers, 
Yaakov rose to his feet. “Gentlemen, I can see that this will take some 
time. Perhaps we should adjourn our meeting now and continue our 
discussion on Monday morning?”

The men left, but they never returned on Monday morning. 
Less than one month later, a devastating earthquake struck Mexico 
City. The city reeled in disbelief, as only a few buildings withstood the 
tremors. Señor Yaakobi’s empty office building was one such building. 
Within days, he sold his suddenly valuable property for a huge sum of 
money, far greater than what he could have ever dreamed of before 
the quake.

Señor Yaakov Yaakobi learned firsthand the value of living 
through a first ת .שַׁבָּ

Adapted from: Words of Torah  R' Dov A. Brisman (with kind permission from NCYI)
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

פרשה: אמור      הפטרה: והכהנים הלוים בני צדוק... )יחזקאל מד:טו-לא(

הַר ת בְּ ם רְבִיעִי לְפָרָשַׁ יווֹ נִי בְּ סַח שֵׁ פֶּ
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