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Rav Elchonon and the Dog

Rav Shachna Koledetzki, zt'/, told over a story which he heard personally from the woman who witnessed
it.

This woman lived in New York, and her husband traveled out of town every week for business, returning
only for Shabbos. Her husband bought a watchdog for the home in order that his wife, who remained
home alone with the children most of the week, would feel secure. The dog always remained by the front
door, which was partially made out of glass, and would bark ceaselessly whenever he spotted a stranger
approaching the house. He would continue barking until the woman would come to the door to see who
was knocking.

One day, Rav Elchonon Wasserman who had traveled to America to collect money for his yeshivah, came
to visit this family. As Rav Elchonon approached the house, the dog bristled, and was about to begin his
usual frantic barking. However, when the dog caught a glimpse of Rav Elchonon, he stared at him and
remained silent. His usual barking seemed to have caught in his throat. The woman was shocked to see
the dog stand so placidly next to the door. She approached the door, saw Rav Elchonon, and opened the
door for him. The dog remained in place next to the door standing still as a stone, without moving a muscle.
It remained in that paralyzed position for the entire hour that R' Elchonon was in the house. As soon as
Rav Elchonon left, the dog lay down, and resumed his normal behavior.

Rav Nachum Learning

The house of Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz, the rosh yeshivah of Kaminetz, was always an open house. The
yeshivah students would come in whenever they wanted and make themselves at home, using his kitchen
to cook whatever they wished to eat. Rav Boruch Ber would sit in his room and learn Torah, and the noise
did not disturb him at all. The rebbetzin did not mind, in spite of the fact that she did not have a single
corner for herself, as the entire house was available to Rav Boruch Ber's students.

The exception to this rule was when Rav Boruch Ber had an important guest and wished to speak with him
privately. In that case the rebbetzin would tell the boys that they must leave. Then she would lock the door,
and Rav Boruch Ber would converse with the guest.

Once, Rav Boruch Ber went to the yeshiva for maariv with a very special guest, Rav Shalom of Eishishok,
one of the Chofetz Chaim's closest, most important students. One of Rav Boruch Ber's students realized
that they would be asked to leave the house when the rosh yeshivah returned with his guest. He
understood that they would talk about the Chofetz Chaim and since he was very curious to hear that
private conversation, he did something very daring and chutzpadik. He entered the house of Rav Boruch
before the conclusion of maariv, and he slipped under the bed unnoticed and hid himself, waiting.
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As expected, after maariv, Rv Boruch arrived home with his guest, Rav Shalom, and the rebbetzin asked
the students to leave. Rav Boruch and Rav Shalom sat down, and the rebbetzin brought them tea. Then
Rav Boruch asked Rav Shalom to tell him about the Chofetz Chaim and Rav Shalom told the following story,
not knowing that the student was under the bed listening.

The Chofetz Chaim used to learn with his closest students every morning until twelve noon, but on Fridays
he would learn with them only until eleven, and then for the next hour he would tell them stories. Once
the Chofetz Chaim told the following story. When he was fifteen years old, he went to learn at the yeshiva
of Rav Nachum of Horodna. Rav Nachum was one of the thirty-six outstanding tzaddikim of his generation.
In his early years he pretended to be a simpleton and worked as the caretaker of a shul. Later Rav Nachum
was to become one of the pillars of chesed in his community. He directed all the community's chesed
projects, and supported numerous families. In his later years he became famous, and students came from
all over to study at his yeshiva.

The Chofetz Chaim continued to tell of his experiences at Rav Nachum's yeshiva. Every night at twelve, the
students discovered that Rav Nachum would disappear, but no one knew where he went. His students
were curious and they began trailing him. They found out that he would go to the empty shul.

In order to see what Rav Nachum was doing there, the Chofetz Chaim went to the shul at maariv time,
and then, after everyone had left, he entered the woman's section. He hid under a bench and remained
there after everyone had gone home. The caretaker made the rounds to see if anyone was left behind,
and as he thought that the shul was empty, he locked the door.

Exactly at midnight, the Chofetz Chaim heard the door being opened. He could hardly contain his
excitement when he realized that it was actually Rav Nachum who had entered the shul. Rav Nachum went
up to the bimah, and pulled out from the genizah, the shul's collection of old torn books sefer on kabbalah
which had been hidden there.

Suddenly the Chofetz Chaim saw a fire surround Rav Nachum. The young student wanted to cry out,
"Watch out, there is a fire!" but he realized that it was not a natural, earthly fire. He kept quiet but found
that he couldn't stop trembling, and felt as if he were about to die. When Rav Nachum finished, he put
the book back in its place and left the shul, and the fire disappeared. After that the Chofetz Chaim felt
better, but remained in the shul trembling until morning. Before people arrived to daven he crept out of
the shul.

When Rav Shalom concluded his story about the Chofetz Chaim, Rav Boruch Ber said to him, "The fact that
there was a fire around Rav Nachum is understandable. But that the Chofetz Chaim, who was only fifteen,
already had the merit to see it, that is truly amazing!"
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Newspaper Ad

One day, a man phoned the rosh yeshiva of a particular yeshiva in Israel. Explaining how he had seen an
ad for the yeshiva in the newspaper and was overly impressed, he asked if he could make a donation.
While the rosh yeshiva assured the man that they had placed no ad in any newspaper, the man remained
undeterred. “I will be down at the yeshiva a bit later today,” he said. Sure enough, later that day, the man
pulled up in front of the yeshiva in his fancy, expensive car. Entering inside, he went on to approach the
rosh yeshiva. “Rabbi,” he said, “I am so taken aback by your ad. Would you mind if | take a look at the
premises?” Gladly complying with his request, the rosh yeshiva went on to provide a tour of the building.

After doing so, the man said, “Rabbi, | initially had in mind of giving you $80,000, but | am in fact so
impressed with your entire system of operations that | have decided to give you an even $100,000. Taken
aback by this stranger’s beneficence, the rosh yeshiva gave it one last try. “Just tell me again, what brought
you here?” “Don’t you know,” he said, “the ad you have in the newspaper...?” And with that, the man
wrote out the check and walked back to his car.

Quite surprised to be the unexpected recipient of such largesse, the rosh yeshiva called over Moshe, the
yeshiva’s head of operations. “Did we submit an ad for any newspaper recently?” Without a moment’s
thought, Moshe said, “Not that | am aware of”

Without any explanation for how such a check ended up in their possession, the yeshiva went on to
investigate the matter. And sure enough, the true story was uncovered. Fifteen years earlier, a frum
newspaper had just begun its publication in Eretz Yisroel. Desperately wishing to break into the market,
they struggled to meet any significant success. After two weeks and two editions released, they were
running out of funds. And so, they turned to various organizations for support to stabilize themselves.
Asking yeshivos if they would be willing to submit an ad into their paper in lieu of a donation, this particular
yeshiva consented.

While nothing substantially materialized from the ad, the newspaper wound up in the local barber shop.
And for fifteen years it did not move. The newspaper remained sitting in the same barber shop for a decade
and a half. And then the day finally arrived. Fifteen years later, in walked a man to get a haircut, grabbing
a newspaper as he took a seat. And what did he then see inside? The ad for this yeshiva. And so, a decade
and a half later, the ad this yeshiva submitted came through. Just imagine the likelihood of a newspaper
sitting in the same spot for fifteen years and a man being motivated to donate thousands of dollars as he
sits on a barber’s chair getting a haircut.
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The Contaminated Drinking Water

The members of the household of the previous Gerrer Rebbe once noticed that something was wrong
with their sink water. One of the Rebbe’s attendants decided to check the family’s solar water heater to
see if he could find the source of the problem. (In Eretz Yisroel, people take advantage of the abundant
sunshine to heat their water. The system is made up of water tanks and solar panels installed on the roof.)

On the roof, the Rebbe’s attendant saw that the cover of the water tank had fallen off. Two little birds
perched on the edge of the tank were drinking from the water inside.

The attendant got someone to help him pour the contaminated water out of the tank. On the bottom of
the tank lay a dead bird. Apparently, it had fallen in while taking a drink. The attendants cleaned the tank
thoroughly and replaced the cover. Then they went downstairs and told the Rebbe that the problem was
taken care of.

The Rebbe thanked them profusely, but his heart was filled with pity for the poor birds who would now
have to search for a different source of drinking water.

“Please place a bowl filled with water on top of the cover of the water tank,” he instructed his attendant.
“That way, when the birds come to drink, they’ll find what they’re looking for.”

No Alarm Clock

Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky once needed to travel out-of-town, which entailed getting up very early the next
morning and meeting at Penn Station at seven in the morning. The following morning, the talmid
accompanying him was shocked to see that Rav Yaakov had a sleepless night. Rav Yaakov explained that
as he went to set his alarm clock, he remembered that his non-Jewish neighbor worked the night shift and
would have been going to sleep at the time that the alarm clock was set to go off. Fearful that the ringing
might disturb his neighbor’s sleep—if was in the middle of the summer when everyone slept with open
windows—he stayed up all night learning to be sure he would be ready for his early morning departure.

The Rabbi Who Didn’t Keep Mitzvos

There was once a man traveling to Israel. In the row in front of him there was a well-known rabbi. The man
was surprised to notice that this rabbi did not take part in the davening while on the plane. He did not
even daven alone in his seat. The man was even more surprised to see this rabbi ate his food without
making a bracha on it! The man thought to himself how this rabbi must be a fake! He decided when he
gets off the plane he will let people know about this imposter. However, when he got off the plane he saw
this rabbi standing next to a coffin. He then realized that this rabbi was an onein. How careful we must be
not to jump to conclusions.
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Disposable Cups

There is a story told about a man who went into business selling disposable cups. He was doing okay, but
he was not making what he thought he would. One day, he had an idea to put one less cup in the package.
Instead of the 150 cups that are supposed to be in it, he would put 149. "People would not recognize it,"
he thought, and he'll be able to make more money. Sure enough, his planned worked, and he was making
more money, but he got even greedier. He then started putting in 148 cups, and then 147. Eventually, he
went down to 142 cups in the package.

At that time, he met a frum man who started learning Torah with him, and he himself became frum. He
felt terrible about his thievery, and he wanted to do teshuvah, so he set up a meeting with Rav Elyashiv,
zt”l, and he told him what he had done. After thinking about it, Rav Elyashiv told him that from now on he
should add eight extra cups to his packages, and give the people 158 to pay back the public. This was
obviously going to be very detrimental for his profits, but he accepted the words of the gadol and began
adding cups. After a while, he saw that he was losing money, but he kept following what Rav Elyashiv said.

One day, his manager came over to him with an article that came out in the newspaper. It was about
companies trying to cut corners and cheat their customers in the disposable cup market. There was a list
of many companies who were giving less than the package said on it. Then it said that there was one
company who is giving eight extra cups. It must be in case the package includes damaged ones. They are
so reputable. They recommended buying from them. From then on, his orders started skyrocketing.
Eventually, he expanded his business, and went into disposable plates, forks and knives and made millions.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. Based on this week’s nw9 explain the following series of numbers:
3+3+1+3+3

2. Who in this week’s w19 has one of y91Y’s names? *

3. List seven people mentioned in the NN that were descendants of 7.2
a. Which descendant of y7is hinted to in the n7n?

4. Whose death is mentioned the most times in the N7 n? >
a. List the four places in the N that it is mentioned.”

5. lam a name that today is more often used as a nickname,
| am a grandchild of »Y,
| cursed a father and taught his son,
| am mentioned in the 9NOX NN,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwMo.
Who am I?

Davn N
6. Name one of 791°9N’s uncles and one of his nieces.

7. He and | were combined to make one,
By »0 90 Movn | was separated,
However, shortly after | was returned,
Every night | am taken,

However on myav, for many | am not.
Who am I? Who is he?

Need a Hint?
! He is mentioned twice in the nvI9, the first time is called by a different but similar name.
2 One was his son, one was a craftsman, two are a mother and her wayward son, two were D)N>W), one was a spy
3., . Co ,
It is mentioned in this week’s nwAa.
* Once at the time of their death, once shortly after, once in this week’s nw19 and once in o nwHa.




Answers

1. The five mnn — four containing three o*vaw each plus MY MN»H in the middle.
2. (1,2) HNI¥9 12 GOION T) 120 NOW)

3. 1) (02, w») )T 12 VN
2) (1,89 NWN ) THDNK 12 NN - the assistant craftsman to YNOxa
3) (0,79 MNNR) MONRIY NWUNN 12 — the YOpn. (Although he was not part of y7vVaw — he
descended from y7 through his mother.)
4) (3,79 91NR) 12T N2 MYY - the mother of the Yopn
5) (20,8 727H2) >TYnY 12 MY NN — the Nows of )7
6) (2>, NHW) *N) 12 HNNY — one of the 12 o9 N
7) (25,19 >yon) *o» 12 °pa — The Nowy of y7 after the 40 years
a. Ywnwis hinted to in apy> no73.

4. NI
a. 1)>»nv - when they actually died 2) y3nx 2w nn Ny 3) This week’s nwa9 -
when listing y90N’s children. 4) onis - during the counting of »> vaw.

5. Next week...

6. YN5N JIINX was an uncle (7919°9N’s father was 270y 12 NWNI. YWNY's sister yavwoN was
married to y17X.) and his wife »oy3 was his niece (see X,2'v1)

7. He and | combine to make one,

By %0 90 ‘myn | was severed, - The Yidden died
However, shortly after | was returned, - There was ©>nnn NNN
Every night | am taken, - While sleeping
However on myav, for many | am not. - Many don’t sleep
Who am I? Who is he? - A v - The 91

Last week’s riddle:

He and | are very well known,
We are mentioned many times throughout the n9n,
I am not mentioned in the last of the first, -The last 7oa of MWNI2 790
However, | am mentioned in the last of the other four, -The last 09 of the other Dwmn
He is not mentioned in the last of the first two,
However, he is mentioned in the last of the other three,
Remarkably, the last of the last is reminiscent of the last of the second. - YN (02) b5 *»yo
It is this week’s w49 that contains the last of the third.
Who am I? Who is he? - wn and SN
AWND MIN NI 729 NIV, NYTN 12 NTIN? IR wroqh

7Y 1091 TORON 12 TYT PNXY 573 APy TIT N2 N9 1O YYD
For questions, to subscribe or to submit your own 775Xy, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
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RIDDLES

What beracha do you make upon seeing 600,000 people from Bnei Yisrael, and what do the words
mean?

“o'Tn oon..qN” — “Wise One of the Secrets”: of these many people, each one is unique, and Hashem
understands each one of them!'

What lesson can we learn from the way in which Bnei Yisrael camped in the midbar, which can be
applied every week at the Shabbos table?

Moshe was concerned that the shevatim would complain about their spots when camping, so Hashem told
him, “Don’t worry — Yaakov Avinu already told them these spots when they carried his body out of Mitzrayim.”
The Torah praises Bnei Yisrael for, in fact, not complaining about their spots.®

Who was the first Levi to be counted as a baby?
e Baby Yocheved was counted among the 70 children of Yaakov, when entering Mitzrayim.*
e When Levi was born, Leah noted that she had given birth to 3 boys®. So, arguably, Levi himself was the
first Levi to be counted as a baby.

Men usually say the pesukim which begin, “...0'ny%7 "2 7nwn”® only 6 days a week, when wrapping the
retzuos of tefillin around their fingers. This week, we say it all 7 days. How so?

These pesukim are in the haftarah, and describe the bond which we will have with Hashem in the future.

JUST CURIOUS

In order for a talmid chacham to serve on the Sanhedrin, he must be able to use logical arguments to
“demonstrate” that a shereiz (a category of crawling creatures) is tahor, even though a sheretz is
clearly tamei.” Why would we require him to be able to “prove” something which he knows is actually
incorrect?

The Torah was given in the midbar, because only one who makes himself “hefker’ like a desert can acquire
Torah.® One does this by humbly abandoning his preconceived notions, and instead being guided by the
Torah. Before serving on the Sanhedrin, a dayan must demonstrate his awareness of the fact that if he would
rely entirely on his OWN intellectual capacity, he could even convince himself of something which is patently
false, such9 as the tahor status of a sheretz. After he recognizes this, he is prepared to subjugate his mind to
the Torah.

Upon the construction of the mishkan on Rosh Chodesh Nissan, Hashem’s Shechina began dwelling
among Bnei Yisrael, so He counted them — on Rosh Chodesh lyar."° Why did He wait a month?
Hashem’s Shechina was only considered to be fully dwelling among us after a period of 30 days had passed,
because it takes that long for one to be considered a settled resident of a town."
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The pesukim which list the nesiim who assisted in the counting mostly follow the same format,
wherein the name of the shevet is read with the zakeif gadol trop (ex: j21x17). However, the names,
“Yww,” “no),” and “npna,” receive a kadma-zakeif katon combination (ex: 1)wiwiy) What do those 3
have in common, which earns them this exception?

These 3 names each have 3 syllables preceding the zakeif, the other names have only 1 or 2. (Ex: “I'T?,”
“Wjn7.”)"? (The word “nTin'?” does NOT have 3 syIIabIes before the trop-bearing “1,” because the “” is
absorbed in the chirik-malei under the “2,” yielding, “n1-1n-",” which has only 2 syllables preceding the zakeif.
Similarly, although “jaix1,” “i7ar,” and “nwan” are pronounced with a sheva na under their first letters, and thus
contain 3 syllables when pronounced independently, when these names are preceded by a “?7” the first
syllable’s sheva is transformed into a sheva nach and is absorbed by the “7,” yleldlng, [2-18-17,” “9-12-17,” “nfY
nyj-1,” which have only 2 syllables preceding the zakeif. Although the name “nm9ox” has 3 syllables, and the
additional “7” adds a 4", it still doesn’t have 3 syllables preceding the trop, because the accented, middle

syllable “3” receives the zakeif — “n"9x47.”)

Why did Moshe count each individual, instead of just asking each family, “How many people are you?”
Hashem told him to count them in an honorable fashion, with each person passing in front of Moshe with awe
and respect.'® This opportunity for each individual to come in front of Moshe and Aharon, say his name, and
have them daven for him, provided everyone a big zechus, and granted them life.'

Why were only army-aged men counted?
At this point, Bnei Yisrael were still on track to enter Eretz Yisrael very soon, and this count would allow them
to assess the capacity of the army, without relying on a neis."

Moshe excluded the Leviim from his count of Bnei Yisrael BEFORE Hashem told him to do so. How did
he know to do that?
e Hashem didn’t name a nasi from Shevet Levi to help with the counting.'
e Shevet Levi was already noticeably different, because during the inauguration of the mishkan their nasi
didn’t donate korbanos, and they were already involved in guarding the mishkan."

The 12 shevatim were divided into 4 groups of 3, when camping and traveling. What were these
groupings based on?
Hashem arranged these degalim to create shalom, by grouping “friendly” shevatim together:
Machane Yehuda consisted of 3 of Leah’s children.
Machane Reuvein included the rest of Leah’s children, but since Levi had their own camp, they were
replaced by Gad, who was the oldest son of Zilpah, the shifcha of Leah.®
Machane Ephraim consisted of Rachel’s children.
Machane Dan was a mix of the remaining sons of Bilhah and Zilpah. (When listing the nesiim, the
descendants of Bilhah and Zilpah are blended, letting us know in advance that the blending of these
shevatim wouldn’t cause tension.)'

Although Aharon’s name is mentioned in the context of counting the Leviim, there are dots on top of it
in the Sefer Torah, indicating that he wasn’t included in the final number.? Why not?

Hashem took the Leviim to replace the bechoros, who participated in the Eigel HaZahav. Since Aharon was
forced tozﬁ)lay a role in this aveirah, he wasn’t counted among the group which was replacing those who were
involved.
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There is a mitzvah for the Leviim to guard and patrol the mishkan and Bais Hamikdash. What are we
worried about?
Nothing — it's purely for the kavod of Hashem, because important buildings have guards.?

What would happen to a Levi night-watchman who fell asleep on duty in the Bais Hamikdash?
The head guard (“n'an 70 w'x”) had permission to light his clothes on fire! Rebbe Eliezer ben Yaakov (a tanna)
related that it once happened to his uncle.?®

Shevet Leviwas counted from a much younger age than the rest of Bnei Yisrael, but still had the
smallest population. How?

Shevet Levi had NORMAL population growth; the rest of Bnei Yisrael was oppressed by Paroh, and Hashem
said, “Let’s see who wins — the more you hurt them, the more | will MIRACULOUSLY multiply them!”**

IN YOUR OPINION

How much time typically elapses from when you recognize that something needs to be done, until you
get to work on it? Does it depend on the task, and if so, why?

“‘Hashem spoke to Moshe (telling him to count Bnei Yisrael)...on the first day of the second month...and
Moshe gathered the nesiim and Bnei Yisrael (for the counting) on the first day of the second month...” The
Torah repeats the date in order to stress the zerizus, alacrity, of Moshe, who was told to engage in the
enormous task of counting Bnei Yisrael, and began this project on that SAME DAY *°

If you had 1 minute with Moshe and Aharon while “registering” for the count, what would you say?

Name something in your life that you take for granted, which is worth focusing on and appreciating,
such as something you can do now that was recently unavailable, etc.

One reason we were counted in the midbar was to help us appreciate that just a few generations earlier we
were a relatively small group of only 70 people, who grew into a full nation.®

Have you ever seen someone act differently, depending on the crowd? (No names please.)
The shevatim of Machane Yehuda lived near Moshe and Aharon, and produced talmidei chachamim; Shevet
Reuvein lived near Korach, and produced rebels against Moshe.?’
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Among the great 7x7¢' m3n in the more recent generations was 19y '| o+n 2" nn. He lived in *yx0 2"7 in Morocco, and came
to ?"n'y nr7¢in at the end of 2"pm naw (1742). He is known as the wiTpn n*nin 1ix after his ninn 7y wine. The X" 10
considered him his n2m a1. Many people learn n*'ni 1ix on Friday night. There is a n'y2j7 amongst o*T'on that learning the
YTz 0*'nn i purifies one’s N, and helps a person feel closer to the n'7iv v 1ia7. The following is an amazing story about
that great 7' 7y.

In the wiiTpn DN 1iX’s little town in Morocco, there were many extremely poor n'm3n *1'n'ym. Every nav 21y the o¥nin 1ix
had a ann to distribute meat to all of them, and to make sure that they had enough meat naw Tia3"%7. One week, there was an
epidemic amongst the animals, and the animals were dying. Even those that were able to be shechted, were found to be treifa and
could not be used. When naw 2y came, the wiTzn D“ni 1ix had a calf shechted for his nin )3, as he did every nay 1y.
Of course, in the n1d7 of the wiTRn DN iX, this one calf tumed out not to be n91Y. The news of this miracle spread far and
wide. Everyone marveled at the 127 of the heiliga wiTgn n*nn 1ix. That nay 1y, the only one who had kosher meat in town
was the wiTgn n»nn 1ix. The news of this great 03 came to the ears of the town rich man, Rachamim. Rachamim always had
meat for Shabbos. When he heard that "9y |2 n*n 1121 had meat, he went to the butcher and demanded, “What do you mean,
Mr. Butcher, there’s no meat this Shabbos? | heard that the Rabbi has meat to distribute to his poor people. If he can get meat, how
come you cannot!?” The butcher explained, “Because he is a Tzadik, and | am not. As far as the laws of nature are concerned, all
the animals that were shechted are n9mv. If you want meat, why don’t you go and ask him for some?” Rachamim liked that idea,
and he approached the house of the wiTpn n™nn 1iN.

110 Tiad", Rachamim began, “I heard that you are the only one in town who has meat for Shabbos. As you know, | am Rachamim
the town gevir. | own a big, beautiful mansion. It is V19 a disgrace for me to enter Shabbos without meat. Would you be so kind as
to give me some of your meat. Of course, | would pay top, top dollar for it, much more than | would pay a regular butcher.” The 1ix
viTpn o+nn explained to him, “the issue is not how much you are going to pay for it. If | had extra meat to give you, | would be
more than happy to do so. Unfortunately, | do not have any extra meat. All the meat that | have is for the poor n'nan 1077 of the
town. This is their only food for the entire week. | have exactly the amount that | need to distribute to them. | am sorry. | have nothing
extra for you.” Rachamim chuckled, “Allow me to introduce myself again. 'm RACHAMIM the TOWN GEVIR, one of the strongest
people in town. Listen here my friend rabbi, if you would like to remain rabbi over here a little bit longer, | expect you to sell me some
of your meat naw Tia24.” Pleasantly, the wiitzn n“nin 1ix responded, “As | have already informed you. | am sorry, there is nothing
that | can do for you.” As Rachamim stood there seething, he observed the door opening up, and in walked a man dressed in rags.
The man was neat and clean, but obviously very poor. He respectfully walked over to the it n*ni 1ix, and stood with his head
bowed. The wiTn n*nn ix turned to him and exclaimed, “Ah! Reb Moshe. Here is your package of meat naw Tia34.” That was
more than Rachamim could handle. He yelled, “You! You! That beggar gets meat, and |, Rachamim, will have no meat for Shabbos!!”
The wiTpn nnn 1ix simply ignored Rachamim, and turned away from him. Rachamim stormed out, and slammed the door so
hard that every house on the block seemed to shake. He huffed and puffed cursing the poor non Tn'ym, screaming, “I'll get even
with you! You fool! You pauper!” 29y |12 n*n 11121 completely dismissed the incident. He was not concerned with Rachamim at all.
He continued to spend the next hour distributing meat to his n*y.

That night, the wiTgn n*nn 1ix had a frightening dream. In his dream he was told that there was a very serious nyv against him
in o'v. He had heard the ji'ra of a Talmid Chacham, and said nothing?? Why did he not defend this Talmid Chacham when
Rachamim yelled and embarrassed him!? Of course, for you and me it would have been an unbelievable niyn to have the courage
to turn away from the 1r23, and not be intimidated by him. But nqywn vINd D7 TY DY 7T TR XN N2 WiTen, and for the
heiliga wiiTgn n»nn ix it was considered a xpn that he did not officially protest the |i'ta of a npn Tn'm. As a result, the Or
Hachaim Hakadosh said, “I| must be 72j7n on myself ni23. | will wander from town to town, and | will no longer receive any Tia2,
because no one will know who | am.” That naw 'xyin, with no more than a bag and a stick, 7py |2 n“n 1112 left his town. He
wandered from town to town being very T'9j7n, as many n'j7*T¥ were when they went into n1%3, not to sleep in one town for two
nights in a row. This way he was guaranteed that he would remain nothing more than a strange guest, and he would not receive any
honor.

This went on for several weeks, until 'nizin2 NY19 Naw 1. The 7' 7y came to a wide-open field. The wiTgn n“nin 1ix was
tired, and he wanted to be rested in honor of the upcoming Shabbos. He looked around and noticed a tree stump, “Ah! That would
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be a good place to have my naw 27y rest.” The wiTzn n#nin 1ix sat down by that tree stump, and he began to slowly drift away.
Of course, when the j77¥ fell asleep he was thinking about nqin. In his dream he began to be wiTnn all sorts of nin "wiTN. As
a matter of a fact, sitting over there by the tree stump, "0y |2 n*n 11:a1 compiled the famous forty-two different n'pe9 on the
pasuk of 12'7m mijina ox. All of the forty-two n'pwio are printed in the wiTpn DN 1iX, you can look them up. When he woke
up from this so-called sleep, he saw that the sun was slowly beginning to set. He wanted to be in a a1w* nipn for Shabbos, so he
began to run. Finally, he arrived in a town and went to what was called “the wiTjrn”. It was a place where wayfarers would stay. He
put down his one package and prepared himself for Shabbos.

After davening, the winy arranged for him to eat by a very ehrlicha Yid who we'll call Rav Ezra. When they finished their seuda, Rav
Ezra took his guest to the house of the Rav to join him, and the rest of the town, for benching. When they arrived, everyone was
sitting around the table, and the Rav was singing zemiros. The kedusha in the air was palpable. Suddenly, something strange
happened. The Rav seemed to have a strange look in his eyes. It was as if his eyes were glazed over, and he seemed to be in a
different world. Rav Ezra leaned over and whispered into the ear of the wiTzn n*nin 1ix. “Perhaps this is a bit strange to you, but
we are used to this. Sometimes during the seuda, our Rav is zoche to a madraiga of nnwi ni'7y. That means that he floats in the
n1i'7yn NinYiy. Wait a few minutes. The Rav will soon be n'7an to us some n'nwn M NYin. You will see.” Shortly, they could
tell that the Rav was coming back, his eyes were focused again. Everyone was quiet, eager to hear what the Rav had to say. The
Rav began to darshan on the j7109 of 1271 'nij1n2 ox. As a matter of a fact - what a small world! The Rav began to say over the
very n1in that the wiTpn n~nn 1ix was wTnn Friday afternoon in the field. That Friday night, the Rav said fourteen n'w1'9 on
the pasuk of 1271 'nin2 oX. Everyone listened, savoring every single word. When the Rav finished, he said, “l want you all to
know that these n'x'791 n'wi1T'n which were just said in the n'7yn ¢ X709, were given over in the name of a 7Ty Va7 by
the name of "y |2 0N 21 11271 1I1in.” Suddenly, a chuckle emanated from the crowd, “Heh! Chaim ben Atar, big Tzadik he
is...?” Everyone turned and gasped. "What noxin! It was Reb Ezra’s guest!" Rav Ezra turned to his guest, “What is the matter with
you?! Where is your yax 071! | told you that you didn’t have to come! If you come, sit with yax 171! The crowd wanted to grab the
man who made the chutzpadik outburst and teach him something about yax 3771. Thankfully, Rav Ezra convinced them that his
guest was simply tired from his travels. Anyway, Rav Ezra was a very respected man, and because the wiTpn n+nin 1ix was Rav
Ezra’s guest he simply got some strict looks, but nothing more.

In the morning after the seuda, Rav Ezra announced that he was going to the Rav’s house. He politely asked the wiTzn n"nin 1ix
to stay home, but the j7'7¥ insisted on coming along. Once again, they sang beautiful zemiros. The Rav elevated himself to the level
of nnwi N7y, and when they noticed that his eyes were focused again, he began to repeat fourteen n'pwio on the pasuk of nx
1271 Mipana. He concluded by saying, “the n1im M1 you heard now also came from the great Tzadik 29y |2 n*n 11'21 who
dwells someplace on this world, and in n'nv they repeat his nim. No one could believe it - out of the silence in the room, came the
exact same response as the night before, from this abrasive guest, “Chaim ben Atar! A j7'7¥??” You cannot imagine the commotion
in the room afterwards. The people wanted to jump up and beat this qxinn! HOW DARE HE TALK THAT WAY! However, Rav Ezra
stood, blocking them from the Witz n*nin 1ix. However, he did let his guest know of his serious disapproval.

After nnan, Rav Ezra begged his guest not to come to niTiyvQ wi'?y, but the 7y insisted. The Rav began with the zemiros. As
NIiTYyoQ w7y wore on, they could not see the Rav anymore because it was getting dark, but it became obvious that his presence
was elsewhere. When the Rav returned from his nnwia n'7y, he repeated another fourteen o' on the 7109 of MiiN2 DX
1271 thus concluding all forty-two n'uw9 that the wiTzn n»nin 1ix was wTnn that Friday in the field. The Rav concluded his
drasha by saying, “l remind you Rabbosai, all these forty-two n'pwio came from the great Tzadik "py |12 n+n 41'21 who dwells
someplace in our midst!” Then, as if it were even louder than before, piercing the darkness of the room came a chuckle, “Chaim Ben
Atar...??” This time the Rav jumped up, and said, “nia7 1in, the first time, | swallowed what that qyi1nn said. The second time, |
swallowed it. But now the third time this man challenges the nei1Ti7 and the Tia of a man who | tell you is a 1iTn i3, and in D'y
they are yeiynuin and crown themselves with his Torah! | am the |"T n'a ax, and in this town we have a jail for those who are
[T N2 1222 Tin.” Before the wiTzn n*nin 1ix knew what was happening, he was grabbed and tossed into their jail.

No one had much time to think about what just happened, because suddenly they began to see one flash of lightning after the next!
They heard the loudest thunder that they ever heard in their lives! Rain began to pound away! There were horrible winds! It seemed
like the roof of the Bais Medrash would be lifted off! The people thought they wouldn’t survive it. Once again, the Rav made n*'y
nn to find out what this phenomenon was all about. When his eyes focused again, he announced, “Rabbosai! Release that man
from jail! It was just revealed to me n'nwin |n that the ninyj that leave nian'a before Shabbos, can only return there when the
great j7T¥ in the generation makes n'y72n. But the great j7T¥ cannot make n'7 720 because he is in our jail! That is why there is
such a storm! Take him out before the world comes to an end!” The Rav explained to them that "y |2 n*'n 1121 was trying to get
a N9 by accepting niai'ta on himself. The Or Hachaim Hakadosh was brought back upstairs, and he was given the oi> to make
n‘7720. In amazement everyone listened as the winds subsided, and the sky was as clear as ever.

This story speaks for itself! 2x7w* qny? ' who look up to their n*7iT2 and emulate their ways! 12;'70 2iv N 11WR
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Dovid Goldbaum

Passing on the
Fundamentals

Chayeinu presents chinuch-related hadrachah for
parents and mechanchim from the Slabodka Rosh

Yeshiva, Rav Moshe Hillel Hirsch shlita, based on a
speech to mechanchim delivered in Monsey in 5778.

Rav Moshe Hillel Hirsch shlita

0, What should a parent’s
focus be when davening for his
children?

A. The Mishnah Berurah writes
that a father should daven for his
child for three thingsin ruchniyus:
yiras Shamayim, middos, and Torah. This applies to rabbeim
as well. Although a rebbi’s primary job is to teach Torah, he
must incorporate yiras Shamayim into his shiurim as well.
This is especially important in today’s climate, where yiras
Shamayim is such a struggle and many of the challenges that
children face are based on a lack of yiras Shamayim.

u. How does one teach yiras Shamayim?

A. Yiras Shamayim can be broken down into a few categories.
The first is emunah. We should not take for granted that
children have the fundamentals of Yiddishkeit clearly in
their mind. I am not referring to chakirah and proving
emunah intellectually, but to basic hashkafah of emunah.
We cannot assume that everyone is automatically familiar
with basic concepts. These fundamental ideas need to be
told and retold explicitly and with clarity. We need to talk
about hashgachah pratis, about bitachon. Whether it is when
learning chumash with your child or with your talmidim, it
is very easy to incorporate the concept of hashgachah pratis
and of “B’chol derachecha da’eihu.” Take every opportunity
to point out how each part of our lives reveals Hakadosh
Baruch Hu’s love and concern, and how Hakadosh Baruch
Hu s controlling every step of our lives. The earlier this yesod
is imbued into a child, the more strongly it will remain with
him. When you speak clearly about the klalim of emunah,
children accept them very well.

Stories are a very powerful chinuch medium, especially for
children. I had a rebbi who from time to time would share
stories of emunah from the period he learned in Kaminetz
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and Baranovitch. He literally transformed bachurim through
those stories. Another rebbi had a more subtle approach, but
with him too, the bachurim emerged from his shiur on an
entirely different level. It’s very important to share stories
that instill yiras Shamayim and emunah, that demonstrate
hashgachah and strengthen bitachon, assuring the children
that Hashem loves us. Children need to be guided to connect
to ahavas Hashem and to feel secure that everything Hashem
does is for our good. We need to be prepared with good
stories and have them in our pockets, so we can use them on
frequent occasions.

ﬂ. What other points of yiras Shamayim should we be
teaching our children?

A. The next point of yiras Shamayim is tachlis habriah,
understanding why are we here in this world. The
answer lies in the first few words of Mesillas Yesharim:
“Sheha’adam lo nivra ela I’hisaneg al Hashem v’leihanos
miziv Shechinaso...” and we reach that end through Torah
and mitzvos. The purpose of life is to achieve kirvas Elokim,
which is the greatest idun, the greatest pleasure, through
Torah and mitzvos. This may sound like a lofty concept, but
our children need to know clearly, from a young age, that
they are living with a purpose. When a child absorbs this
ideal at an early age, it affects his growth in Yiddishkeit at
every level.

Once we’ve established that the tachlis is to achieve kirvas
Elokim through Torah and mitzvos, we can stress the inyan
of dikduk halachah. This, too, can be transmitted through
stories of how gedolei Yisroel were so careful with halachah
— for example, the story of how the Steipler would not
take a coat off a tree on Shabbos, despite the bitter Siberian
cold. Even better are personal stories about yourself or
your rabbeim. If you tell a child about someone you know
personally, the story has an even stronger effect.

It is also crucial to give our children and talmidim pride in




being a Yid. We find bachurim who feel connected to the
world, to American culture. They follow sports and other
things. In Eretz Yisrael, it can manifest itself as a connection
to the chiloni world. The reason for this is that they don’t
have a pride in their Yiddishkeit. We need to ensure that from
when they are young, they are instilled with a pride in how
special and different they are from the rest of the world. This
will prevent many challenges that arise later on in life.

A child needs to understand the glory of “Atah
Vechartanu.” The Ramchal in Derech Hashem explains
this clearly: First Hashem created Adam Harishon, who
was at a very high level until he sinned. Then Hashem
gave twenty generations the opportunity to try to come
back to the original level, and the only one who did so
was Avraham Avinu, and from him came Klal Yisrael. We
are the chosen nation because we are the closest to the
level that Adam was supposed to retain at Brias Ha’olam.
Parents and rabbeim should be familiar with these basic
yedios. I once mentioned this in a speech and a father told
me afterwards that his son had just asked him what makes
a Yid special and now he knew what to answer him.

ﬂ. Why is it so important to teach children middos?

A. The Gaon says in Mishlei that if a person doesn’t learn
mussar and doesn’t have middos tovos, “Lama lo chayim?”
His life is worthless. This is because such a person can go
through life and not understand what his true motives are.
Hemay thinkheis acting I’shem Shamayim, when he is really
being motivated by gaavah. The goal of the baalei mussar
was this very point: to get people to really understand their
true motives. In Kelm, the authorities once wanted to arrest
the Alter. They came in and asked the Alter of Slabodka, who
was there at the time, who the dean of the institution is.
The Alter of Slabodka, understanding the situation, replied,
“Tam,” and they put him in jail for the night. The Alter later
said, “I wonder how much of the reason that I said I was
the dean was because I wanted to play the role of the Alter
of Kelm.” Mussar is about identifying one’s subconscious
motivations. A person has to be able to understand himself
in order to live life properly and that’s why learning about
middos is so important.

u, How do we teach middos?

A. Here, too, telling stories is a powerful chinuch medium.
There is no shortage of stories. Learn Mesillas Yesharim,
learn Chovos Halevavos, learn the klalim of middos, and
then teach them through meshalim and stories. If a rebbi
or a parent sees a child doing something and understands
his true motives, he should discuss it with the child

privately. Explain to him that the reason he treated his
friend a certain way is because deep down he feels jealous
or because he wants to take revenge. By doing so you
will have opened the eyes of the child to an invaluably
important tool for life.

Of course, first and foremost, parents and teachers need
to set an example of middos. The same applies for yiras
Shamayim and dikduk b’mitzvos — we must be role models.
If we are lacking in any of these areas, it isn’t possible to
give it over.

It’s important to know that the best way to influence is
indirectly. The moment a child feels you are giving him a
mussar shmuess, he becomes defensive and it is difficult to
penetrate his shell. It’s much more powerful if the lessons
are given over subtly, without the child even realizing it.

u. What should we focus on when teaching children and
talmidim Torah?

A. The most important thing we can instill in a bachur
is ahavas haTorah and chashivus haTorah. Rabbeinu Yonah
in Mishlei writes that a person can only grow in Torah
through ahavas haTorah. He also says that a person only
enjoys Torah as much as he values Torah.

Bachurim will generally enjoy a good sevara, but there are
many parts of learning which are not inherently enjoyable.
The beginning of a sugya, for example, can be very tedious
and difficult; where does the satisfaction come from at
that stage? The following is a good mashal: A person is
drowning in a freezing river and someone jumps in, and
with great difficulty, he tries to pull him out. There is no
physical pleasure in his act; in fact, it is very straining and
uncomfortable. Yet he still feels immense satisfaction. Why?
Because he realizes that he is doing something tremendously
important. The same applies to Torah. The Ramchal says
that learning Torah has the greatest ability to bring us closer
to Hashem. Every time we learn, even if the learning itself is
difficult, we are doing something so valuable that it provides
the deepest satisfaction. If we succeed in instilling this idea
into a child, we have given him the key to nitzchiyus!

Again, the parent or rebbi himself has to be a demus of
this. A talmid of Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro once spoke to
me about his Rebbi’s shiur and it was clear how influenced
he was just from the excitement with which Rav Moshe
Shmuel would deliver the shiur.

If we teach our children yiras Shamayim, and middos to-
vos, if we instill in them ahavas and chashivus haTorah, we
can be confident that we have fulfilled our obligation of
chinuch. The Eibeshter should help that our children and
talmidim should all become gevaldig ovdei Hashem. @
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CHAVREI HAMAARECHES

TORAH, OUR HOME

14 hehi beis chayeinu.”
The Tur (OC 47) tells us that when saying “Asher

bachar banu" each morning, we are thanking
Hashem for choosing us from among all the nations to give
us the Torah. The Tur continues to describe Torah as “beis
chayeinu,” the house of our lives.

What exactly does beis chayeinu mean? In what way is Torah
like a house?

Chazal tell us that at Maamad Har Sinai, Hashem “kafah
aleihem har kgigis, held a mountain over their heads like a
barrel.” If Klal Yisrael would accept the Torah, fine, but if not,
they would be buried then and there. Rav Chaim Volozhiner
explains that the entire existence of the world was contingent
on kabbalas haTorah. From the dawn of Creation, Hashem
stipulated that the world would only exist if Klal Yisrael would
eventually accept the Torah. If Klal Yisrael would not meet this
condition, the entire Creation would instantly crumble into
nothingness. Only after kabbalas haTorah, when Torah was
brought down into this world and embraced by Klal Yisrael,
was the entire world stabilized.

The principle of “kafah aleihem har kgigis" was not only
relevant then, thousands of years ago. Rav Chaim Volozhiner
explains that the world's continued existence is dependent
on Torah. If, at any moment, limud haTorah would cease
entirely, the world would immediately revert to tohu vavohu.
Without the chiyus of Torah, the world cannot exist.

"Ki heim chayeinu.” Torah is our life. It is not only an
obligation, but an IV line that infuses us with the spiritual
vitality we need to exist. And since it is our chiyus, it follows
that Torah should dictate every facet of our lives.

A house is where a person derives his nourishment. It is
where he eats, sleeps, and develops. But it's more than that;
it is where he lives. When you ask a person where he lives, he
doesn't answer, “my office,” or “my school,” although he may
spend most of his day there. He lives at home. Likewise, Torah
is our bayis. It is our lifeline of spiritual sustenance. How is
that connection manifested? By living with Torah and looking
to Torah to guide every aspect of our personal lives, from the
most mundane to the most elevated.

In our generation, we are experiencing an incredible
amount of limud haTorah. But zeh I'umas zeh, the challenges
to a true Torah life are unprecedented. There is a glitzy world
out there, with so many distractions vying for our attention;
technology, entertainment, lures of social and financial
success. Even within the walls of the beis medrash, the yetzer
hara schemes to detach us from our lifeline.

How can we overcome these challenges? By understanding
that the outside world doesn't really exist. It is @ mirage, a
facade, with no chiyus. “Ein chayim ela Torah."

But more than that, unlike a physical home, the “bayis" of
Torah has no boundaries. Rav Yerucham Levovitz exhorts us
to view the entire world as a virtual beis medrash. Torah is
all-encompassing. It dictates our actions and our mindset,
wherever we are. What does the Torah say about this
situation? How does the Torah want us to react? The Torah is
applicable anywhere and everywhere. There is no place that
is not within the “bayis” of Torah.

The Oneg Yom Tov (hakdamah) writes that the concept of
an“issur cheftza,” that the very nature of an object is defined as
mutar or assur only exists after kabbalas haTorah. By accepting
the Torah, the existence of the world became dependent on
Torah and even the seemingly natural elements of creation
are a manifestation of Torah.

Rav Reuven Grozovsky (hakdamah to Birkas Shmuel)
describes how his father-in-law, Rav Baruch Ber Leibowitz,
lived in a world where Torah was the only reality. There was
no such thing as an ox. It was a shor shenagach. He lived in
a realm where everything physical was just an expression of
Torah.

When a tank drove down the street in Bnei Brak during the
Yom Kippur war, Rav Chaim Kanievsky did not see a tank; he
saw a shaylah in hilchos tumas keilim. Rav Naftoli Kopshitz, in
his hesped on Rav Chaim Kanievsky zt"/, explained that Rav
Chaim’s berachos and segulos were rooted in this very point.
For Rav Chaim, only the words of Torah were fact, regardless
of what “reality” appears to be. When his grandson’s boiler
wasn't working, he told him to daven, and then to daven
again. It wasn't that he expected a miracle. It was the reality
of the Gemara: “Yispallel viyachzor vYyispallel." Of course the
boiler would start again; Torah dictates the laws of nature.

Rav Yisrael Belsky would fondly recall the time he was
sitting at an elegant Sheva Berachos and began discussing the
numerous hilchos berachos shaylos relevant to the wide array
of foods. An older Yid interrupted him and objected, “You are
taking away the entire enjoyment of the meal!” to which Rav
Belsky responded, “This is how | enjoy food!”

If we live with the constant presence of Torah, even the
“distractions” will become part and parcel our lives.

In this issue, Chayeinu focuses on nurturing ahavas haTorah
in today's unique circumstances. On Shavuos, the gemara
tells us (Pesachim 68b) dba’inan nami lachem, that we need
to celebrate kabbalas haTorah with food and drink. The baalei
mussar explain that on Shavuos we demonstrate how Torah
influences every aspect of our lives, even the most mundane.
We are expressing that there is no nuance of our lives that
exists outside of Torah. May we be zocheh to embody the
message of ki heim chayeinu and make “beis chayeinu" our
permanent abode! @
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“We eat three fleishig seudos over Shavuos,” Tzali
Tzeitveilig told his friend during a short soda break
in the middle of their marathon Shavuos night
seder. “And we eat one milchig seudah, usually the
first night.”

It was during the Shabbos sheva brachos seudah that
Reb Mattisyahu was introduced to speak.

“L’chvod the simchah of our dear Yossi and Raizy,”

“In our house,” Chezky Chaitovsky explained, “we
have five seudos every Shavuos, not four. On the
first day, we eat an entire milchig seudah. Then we
bentch, wait around half an hour, and have a regular
fleishig seudah. The fleishig seudah is geshmak, but
the milchig seudah is really something! We go all out,
because it’s once a year.

“Let me explain,” Chezky continued. “We’ll have
regular cream cheese, cottage cheese, and sour

Mr. Hillbrook announced, “I’d like to introduce a
guest who flew in before Shabbos especially for this
simchah. He was going to come after Shabbos, but
he took an earlier flight just so he could join us here
for Shabbos. I’m sure you’ll all enjoy his derashah
very much.”

Reb Mattisyahu indeed held the audience
spellbound, as he tied in many Mishnayos from
Pirkei Avos to the inyan of the chassan and kallah

cream, of course, but we’ll also have string cheese,

those triangle cheeses that you spread, muenster,

cheddar, edam... just loads of cheeses. Sometimes

we get goat cheese. This year, my sister bought
marbleized cheese — yellow and white, mixed —
and this fancy Jarlsberg cheese that’s imported from
Norway, the only kosher cheese of its type. It’s aged
for over six months. It’s very expensive, but people
say it’s delicious. Oh, and don’t forget, one of my
sisters-in-law is crazy into health stuff, so we also get
organic cheese for her.”

building a bayis ne’eman b’Yisrael.

Later on, while they were enjoying dessert,
which was a special type of gourmet ice cream
cone, Shimmy Kohn turned to Mechy Grossman .
and said, “You know, that derashah before was
takkeh phenomenal, but did you notice that the
speaker got the wrong perek of Pirkei Avos? All
the Mishnayos he quoted were from next week’s
perek. | hope no one else realized, because it’s a
pretty embarrassing mistake.”

“That’s a lot of cheese,” Tzali chuckled. “Anyway, we’d
better get back to our learning. There are only two
hours left to vasikin.”

As the boys headed back to their sefarim, Yitzy
Bergenfeld, who had been sitting quietly beside them,
pulled Chezky aside. “Yourseudos soundfascinating,”
he whispered, “but there’s something you should
make sure your parents know. Otherwise, there What
could be a serious issue, chas v’shalom.” was Yitzy
talking
about?




¥ THE CHOLEMER

Davening had just ended on the first day of Shavuos,
and a circle of men and boys were dancing around the
bimah to the tune of “Uva’u Chulam.” Others were putting
their siddurim and chumashim back on the shelves, gathering their
talleisim and machzorim, and heading out the main doorway for home.

Into all this activity walked the “Cholemer Chozeh,” as he called himself, schlepping
bags filled with old sefarim, containers of kishke, and dozens of shoelaces in all sizes
and colors.

Most people thought that the poor fellow, though harmless, was missing some of
his mental faculties. They treated him nicely and respectfully, as any Yid deserves
to be treated, no matter what. There were some, however, who insisted that the
Cholemer Chozeh was actually a hidden tzaddik. The wackier the fellow acted, the
more these people insisted that something deep was hidden beneath.

Mechy shook his head.
“You actually should
not have told me,
because it’s probably
lashon hara. But, in a
way, it’s good you told
me, because now | can
explain to you why
the speaker probably
quoted from the perek
that he did. He may
seem to be on the wrong
perek, but he’s not.”

After making his way to the center of the shul, the Cholemer Chozeh got up onto a
table and began to speak. “Rabboisai! Mashiach would have come today, on Shavuos,
the day that Hashem first revealed Himself to Klal Yisrael, but due to deep kabbalistic
reasons I’'m not allowed to divulge, he was not able to come. But | will now reveal to
you a deep secret. Mashiach will come in exactly three years from today! | will be in
Yerushalayim then, and he will come there first. It will be a dry year, one of the hottest
years ever, with no rain. It will be a Tuesday, because Hashem said the word ‘tov’
twice on Yom Shlishi of brias haolam, so it’s an auspicious day. Whoever is smart will
make sure to be in Yerushalayim on that day, to greet Mashiach!”

4 All around, people were chuckling, while trying their hardest to make sure that the
Cholemer Chozeh wouldn’t see their expressions. After all, the poor guy simply
wasn’t all there. One fellow, however, turned to his friend and asked, “Why are
you laughing? Maybe what he’s saying is true! Maybe he really can
see the future!”

How could Reb )
Mattisyahu
quote from next
week’s perek,
but still not be
wWa onthewrong

“Sorry, but it’s not,” the friend replied. “And if it will help How could
convince you, | can actually prove to you that the Cholemer he prove

Chozeh is speaking nonsense.” pro
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Week #419

Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

Hi|chos Shabbos
nitiative —

Is it permissible to use baby wipes?

Since many leading Poskim prohibit the use of baby wipes, all baby wipes should
preferably not be used. Even if the wipes were squeezed before Shabbos to remove
excess moisture and the moisture remaining in the wipes is not capable of wetting
something else they should still preferably not be used. In addition, the option of
sprinkling additional water onto the baby prior to the use of the wipes with the
intention of making the water subsequently squeezed from the wipes unnecessary,
should preferably not be utilized.

What should one be aware of when disposing of a soiled diaper?

According to many Poskim, one should not close the diaper by taping shut the
sticky tabs before disposing of the diaper. The reason for this is because once the
diaper is in the garbage, the tabs will likely remain closed permanently, and taping
permanently is included in the prohibition of Tofer.

A soiled diaper is Muktze; however, it may be deposited in the garbage because

the diaper is repulsive (Graf Shel Re’i).! Since the handling of the diaper is
permissible only due to its repulsiveness, if the baby was changed in a room
that will not be used again for the duration of Shabbos and the diaper will
therefore not repulse anyone, the diaper should not be handled.

Is it permissible to place soiled baby clothing into a sink or a pail of water with
the intention that the clothing become wet?

It is not permissible to place soiled baby clothing into a sink or a pail of water in
order to get wet.

1 Chazal permitted moving Muktze items that are repulsive.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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WEEK 33

'WN-T"Y Y N7Y 'Y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

My young child’s laces keep getting undone, making him trip. Can | make a double knot for him?

QUESTION 2

My tie came out on Naw. Can | make a new tie? Can a woman tie the belt to her dress/blouse?

QUESTION 3

Can | tie the drawstrings of my garbage bag when | take it to throw out?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Is there any Halachic problem to Daven early and make “early NQw"? Most people seem to do it, but
| see some stay away from it.

Answer: The 'N-2"77 1NV |N7W writes that when the time for davening nNin ends, the time for 2yn
then begins. He writes that there are two possible DNT that separate the two NI7'oN, either 379
nNNN (1 and a quarter hours before night), or nighttime. During the week, one must choose which
M1 he will use as his |01, and consistently stay with that |nT1. Since nowadays most people daven nnin
until nighttime, one can’'t daven 21yn on any given day after X79, but rather must wait until
nighttime begins, even if he davened nnin before the 179 that specific day.

However, when it comes to Naw, the '2-1"0DY )NV |N?YW writes that even though a person always
davens nnin until night, on Friday night he can daven nnin before NNianN X379 and 2Myn right after
the 279. Although not all agree, and the T'n N"T X-X"Y1 ND7N 1IN writes N?'NND7 to avoid doing this,
the D7IUN 2NN in YIX7 yIN is to be 7'pn like the Nann.

However, one should to make sure to daven nnan before the 379 on Friday. DN that have a set time
for early davening the whole summer (e.g. 7:00) that do not move with the 79 are not
recommended according to the "3-1"D1 N1IN2 MWN, although there is a basis in N27n for it.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 1 continued....

Exactly what time 179 occurs is also a NpI7nn which is based on how to count NNt NIvY. Most
people go with the nrnt niyw of the X" for 'I21 ynw NNMP NIXN, which is to count from sunrise to
sunset. They should therefore daven nnin before the 279 of the X", which gets considerably early
in the beginning and end of summer. (Although many are nNN like the NIYw of the bin1ax |an, that
is done only as a NOnIN, but here davening around that 279 would create a X7Ip since one is
davening both ni7'on after the 79 of the X".)

When eating the Nnaw NTIYO early, the 'N-1"01 N1IN2 MWN writes that N7’NN>7 one should try to eat a
N'1D of bread after night begins, to have Naw NTIVO on actual naw.

QUESTION 2

My husband makes early naw. When should | light the nna?

Answer: NNl can only be lit after NNINN 279 according to the N1N2 mwn.

There is a discussion amongst the D'PoId if a husband’s accepting of N2W binds his wife or not. If it
does, the wife should light before the husband accepts Shabbos. N"7-3 nWN NNAX writes that it
doesn’t bind his wife, and she may light at any time she wants.

QUESTION 3

| made early Naw but forgot to turn on my oven. Can | ask my neighbor who is making regular naw
to come turn it on?

Answer: The 1"-2"D1 )Y |N7W writes that one may ask a Jew that didn't make early naw to do any
NOX7N for him.

It is interesting to note that the previously mentioned nwn NINAN writes that if a husband was 721
Naw while his wife wasn't yet, she possibly should not do any NIDX'7n that benefit just him and no
one else (e.g. turning on his study light). This is based on the fact that she has a 2rn to prepare
things for her husband, in which case the husband may not receive benefit fromm Naw NON7N that
must be done for him. This doesn’'t apply to anyone else, just a wife to husband.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
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WEEK 34

N"LN-"7Y Y NP Y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

I'm planning on getting flowers for NIVIAW and keeping it on the table. Is a vase of flowers N¥pIN?
Does it make a difference if it's potted with dirt?

Can | add water to a vase of flowers on Naw or 110 OI"?

With nivinw in the middle of the week, do | have to wait to be X1T02 Yayn after 210 0OF, or can |
start in the beginning of the week?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

My young child’s laces keep getting undone, making him trip. Can | make a double knot for him?

Answer: One may not make a “professional” knot on Nnaw, even for just a short time. The X"n
writes that some hold a double knot is considered professional and should not be made even for
a short time. However, he adds that one can be lenient if the need to tie a knot is to alleviate a
VX, A child tripping is considered a 1YY and one would be allowed to make a double knot if
necessary. Keeping clothing tied well for NIyax reasons is probably also the equivalent of qYX.

continued....
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continued....

QUESTION 2

My tie came out on NJW. Can | make a new tie? Can a woman tie the belt to her dress/blouse?

Answer: One may not make a knot, even unprofessional, if the knot will be left tied (or usually is left
tied) for a longer amount of time. According to some, it should not be tied for 24 hours. Therefore,
a belt to a dress can usually be tied (knot with bow) since it is always undone within a day. If it is a
more decorative belt, which is not necessarily undone at the end of the day, it may not be tied.
The same could possibly hold true for a necktie; if it typically stays tied for the entire Nnaw then one
should not tie it on N2W. However, there are many who are lenient with neckties and hold the way
people usually make them now is not with a true knot, as evidenced that they come apart with one
pull. According to this reasoning, one could make a necktie on Naw even for a long time.

QUESTION 3

Can | tie the drawstrings of my garbage bag when | take it to throw out?

Answer: When tying a garbage bag, the knot is technically made for a long time, which is not
allowed, even by an unprofessional knot such as a regular knot with a bow. It should therefore not
be allowed. However, there are those that hold that since one doesn’t care about the knot after the
object is thrown out, it is considered as tied with intent for just a short time. While there is a strong
point to this argument, most people want the bag to be tied until the Sanitation Department
actually picks it up (to prevent animals or smell), which many times is more than a day, which
would be a problem according to some. One can instead just make a knot without a bow on top of
it, which many D'poo totally allow since it doesn’'t usually last at all, taking away the basic
characteristic of a knot.
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WEEK 35

2-T"XW ;T N"N-R"W Y |I'17k’) 'Y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

We had a big storm and my kids came home with their raincoats dripping and very wet. Can |
hang it up over the bathtub so it doesn't make a mess?

QUESTION 2

I'm in Shul and there’s a big rain, but | didn't bring a raincoat. Can | “wear” a shopping bag
(plastic!) to protect my hat?

QUESTION 3

Actually, | see my friend that's away for Nnaw left his raincoat in Shul. | know he lets me borrow it,
so can | wear it home?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

I'm planning on getting flowers for NIVIAW and keeping it on the table. Is a vase of flowers NXpIn?
Does it make a difference if it's potted with dirt?

Answer: A vase or pot of flowers are not N¥pIn and may be moved. If a potted plant for some
reason is on a dirt floor (in yard etc.), D-N"?W NV |N7W doesn’'t allow one to lift it up and take it off
the dirt because of W7In.

continued....
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continued....

QUESTION 2

Can | add water to a vase of flowers on Naw or 110 DI?
Answer: On NaYW, one may not put flowers into water if the petals will open because of the water.

If they are fully open but taken out of their water, they may be returned to the water that they
were originally in. If one forgot to put them in water originally before naw or 210 DI, the |I'¥XN WY
N"N-1"7W writes if one has a vase that was filled before naw, the flowers can possibly be put in for
the first time. One may not add any water. On 210 DI, the 'N-T"2N Y [N7W writes that one may
even add water to opened flowers.

QUESTION 3

With Ny in the middle of the week, do | have to wait to be X170 Yayn after 210 D, or can |
start in the beginning of the week?

Answer: The 'T-0n"91 N1IN2 MWD writes that one can start X1jpn DW from NNIN on NAW when the
upcoming NWID starts being read. This seems to be true no matter if there is a 210 DI in between
or not. Although there is a discussion about N212N NNTI NWID, this seems to be because of a
specific XM of the "1 "IN pertaining to that NnwIo. All other NI'WD can be started the previous
naw after nnan.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
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TORAS REB RKALMAN

27X S1IDI0

Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'’tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Beehive Booty
Part 1

Rav Meir’l Premishlan was a famous Chassidic
tzaddik who lived in the late eighteenth century.
He was so great that he could tell, from looking
at a person’s forehead, everything that was going
on in his mind. He could see the person’s history
of mitzvos and aveiros, and even the gilgulim that
the person’s soul had previously lived.

Rav Meir’l Premishlan was named for his
grandfather, also a great tzaddik. The following
story is about R’ Meir’l’s, namesake and
grandfather of Rav Meir’l Premishlan.

R’ Meir’l worked as a middleman, brokering
deals between buyers and sellers and earning a
commission on both ends. His success in his field
could be attributed to his trait of honesty, which
marked every aspect of his dealings.

People trusted his word implicitly. If he told a
seller that his merchandise was worth a certain
amount, the seller would trust that his word was
true, to the extent that he would sell him the
merchandise for that sum without doing his own
research into the value.

When he told a potential buyer that a stock of
merchandise was good quality, the buyer knew
that it indeed was so. They could trust him on
whether they were getting a good price or if there
was indeed a demand for the item. R> Meir’l’s
word was as good as gold.

His reputation was so impeccable that people
lined up to do business with him. He didn’t have
to seek out sellers or buyers; they came to him,
begging him to broker deals on their behalf. Even
gentiles understood the value of doing business
with him. With R’ Meir’l, there was no funny
business or underhanded maneuvers.

Due to the volume and scope of the deals he
brokered, the small percentage he charged as
commission for his efforts enabled him and his
family to live comfortably. Since the work was
pleasant and came naturally to him, he did not
even have to work very hard. It seemed that he
had found the perfect niche for parnasah:
providing an in-demand service that was pleasant,
enjoyable, and paid extremely well.

One day, however, R’ Meir’l realized that
although he did have a dream job, he didn’t want
to devote so many hours of his day toward
mundane activity. “I only get to learn at night,” he



reflected aloud. “Was this why I was put into this
world? To negotiate over wagonloads of lumber
or cattle?”

Although it would slice into his profits, R” Meir’l
made a firm decision to cut his hours. He was
earning enough that he could support his family
very comfortably off of only half a day’s work,
and he wanted to spend more time in the bais
medrash. He established a morning learning seder
that he stuck to consistently, spending only the
second half of the day in the marketplace
brokering deals.

Once R’ Meir’l began learning half a day, the tug
of his gemara made it harder and harder for him
to return to the marketplace. He couldn’t bring
himself to leave his beloved pursuit of Torah for
the pursuit of money. He lengthened his seder
another hour and then another until he was
working for just one short hour every day.

“I really don’t see any reason for me to continue
to remain in the business world,” he confided in
his wife one day. “I didn’t come down to the
world to be a broker; I came down to serve
Hashem. What better way is there to serve
Hashem then to learn Torah the entire day?”

“But if you learn the whole day, what will we
eat?” his wife wanted to know.

“Hashem will help,” R> Meir’l said confidently.
“Hashem will send us food, don’t worry. All we
need is a little bitachon.”

His wife still looked doubtful. “Meir’l,” she said
slowly. “You truly are a tzaddik, and you are
surely on the level that can merit Hashem
providing for you without work. However, I am
not a tzaddeikes, and I am not worthy of such a
thing. Do you want us to starve?”

“You’re looking at it from the wrong
perspective,” R’ Meir’l responded earnestly. “I
only used to work because I thought that was what
I needed to do in order to serve Hashem. But
today I know that there’s another way to serve
Hashem, a better way, and that is through learning
Torah and trusting that Hashem will provide for

2

us.

His wife bit her lip. “Does that mean you will not
be working anymore?” she asked, very quietly.
She was upset, but she knew that there was no
point in trying to change her husband’s mind once
it was made up.

R’ Meir’l smiled. “You need to work on trusting
in Hashem,” he said gently.

The next day, R’ Meir’l went to learn in the
morning and remained in the bais medrash the
entire day. It felt so sweet to remain immersed in
the waters of Torah, without a care or worry in the
world. Although his wife was not too happy, R’
Meir didn’t share her fears. For the time being,
they had some savings, and when they used it up,
he was certain that Hashem would send them
more.

In the marketplace, news got around that R’
Meir’d had stopped working, and people had a
hard time accepting this. Even with his reduced
work hours, R’ Meir’l had been king of the
marketplace. Everyone needed him; buyers and
sellers alike flocked to ask his advice and utilize
his services. It seemed certain that without R’
Meir’l involved, deals would be less profitable
and more difficult to conclude.

Not willing to lose R> Meir’l’s keen negotiating
experience, the people went to his house to
consult him regarding the value of their
merchandise and his opinion on current trends.



They begged him to help them out with just one
more deal, but no matter how strong the pressure,
R’ Meir’l held firm.

“I’m sorry,” he would repeat, over and over. “I
wish I could help you, but I’'m not in that line of
business anymore. I’m sorry.”

The weeks passed pleasantly for R> Meir’l. He
relished each moment in front of his gemara and
did not, for a second, regret his decision. At home,
however, his wife was not feeling exactly the
same way. Although they had rationed their
savings carefully, they were slowly burning
through the money on food and firewood and
other essentials.

“The children are hungry, Meir’l,” his wife
complained one day. “Why are you doing this to
us?! What will happen when the money runs out?
You must go back to work!”

“Hashem will provide even if [ don’t work,” her
husband replied, soothingly. “Hashem can do
anything, and He will surely help us.”

kekesk

Igor was a lumberjack by profession. Tall and
powerfully built, with broad shoulders and
bulging muscles, he was capable of felling trees
swiftly and ably, one after the other, without
running out of breath. When he used his massive
saw to chop the fallen trees into logs, it looked
like a sharp knife slicing through a block of
butter; quick, neat, and easy.

Wood, in those days, was an important
commodity. Besides serving as the primary
material necessary to build houses and furniture,
it was used to heat homes during the winter,
providing warmth, and thus life, in the harsh
winter climate.

Igor was more than a competent woodcutter; he
was one of the best in the region. But with his
gruff, somewhat threatening demeanor, he found
it difficult to form business relationships and deal
with customers.

That was where a broker came in.

Having a middleman in the picture made
everything easier. Using a broker enabled Igor to
sell huge shipments of lumber at one time,
without having to deal with each individual
customer. It meant he was able to deal with just
one person, who in turn was responsible for
selling the shipment.

The small percentage of the profits that the broker
took was worth every penny of his services.
Especially considering that Igor’s entire business
doubled its profit since he stopped having to deal
with customers. And even though the Jew Meir’l,
whom Igor trusted completely, had recently
started working very few hours a day, he still
managed to negotiate successful deals that
brought Igor a nice profit.

Igor didn’t see R Meir’l on a daily or even
weekly basis. Most of the time, he was in the
forest, logging. He only utilized R’ Meir’l’s
services once every two or three months, when he
amassed a very large quantity of wood and was
ready to sell it.

One day, a few weeks after R> Meir’l stopped
working altogether, Igor drove into town on his
large wagon, which was pulled, as usual, by two
strong oxen. He drove into the market square and
jumped over the side of the wagon. “Hey,” he
called, and someone turned around. “Where’s
Meir’1? I need him for something important.”

The man, a short, meek-looking fellow, blanched
at the sight of the giant addressing him. “Uh,” he



stammered. “Um...Meir’l doesn’t work

anymore.”

“What do you mean?” Igor boomed. “Meir’l
doesn’t work anymore? What in the world does
that mean?”

“It means exactly that,” another man chimed in.
With his fur-trimmed coat and self-assured
manner, he looked to be the picture of a successful
merchant. “It’s terribly disappointing, and
frankly, I still haven’t found someone competent
enough to take his place.”

“You mean, he’s really not working?” Igor asked,
dumbfounded. “But I need him!” He gestured at
his wagon. “I have a beehive, a very large and
heavy beehive. I found it when I was chopping
down a tree, and believe me when I say that it was
heavy. I needed two men to help me carry it to the
wagon.”

The merchant glanced at the large mound in the
wagon. It was a messy looking thing, with mud
and branches clinging to it, but judging by the size
of the lumberjack’s muscles and the fact that he
needed two people to help him carry it, the
merchant could imagine just how heavy it was.

“Where can I find Meir’1?” Igor asked. “He’s the
only one I trust with the sale of this beehive.”
Having no experience with honey harvesting, he
really had no idea how much he could sell the hive
for and had been hoping R’ Meir’l would help
him.

“He’s really out of business,” the merchant in the
fur-trimmed coat said, somewhat darkly. “He quit
his job and I’'m telling you that no matter how
much I begged him, he refused to broker any deals
for me, or for anyone.”

“Let me speak to him myself, thank you,” Igor
retorted, his voice somewhat threatening. “With
all due respect to you, I’d like to hear that from
Meir’l with my own ears. Where does he live?”

The merchant recoiled in fear of the giant
woodcutter. He mumbled R’ Meir’l’s address and
hurried away before he got into further trouble
with the huge man.

Igor parked his wagon and hired someone to
watch over the beehive while he went to see R’
Meir’l. Then he rented an agile mare and rode off
in the direction of R’ Meir’l’s home.

skekesk

At the sound of knocking, R’ Meir’l’s wife wiped
her hands on her apron and rushed to answer the
door. She found a very tall, very broad gentile
looming over the doorway and shrank back,
intimidated by his threatening figure.

The gentile, however, did not seem to notice how
afraid she was. “My name is Igor,” he said,
politely. “Your husband brokered many deals for
me in the past. Is he here?”

“My husband is not in that line of business
anymore,” R’ Meir’l’s wife responded, and a
trace of worry seeped into her words. “Believe
me, I am just as disappointed as you are, but
Meir’l wants to devote his life to Torah study and
there’s nothing I can do to change his mind.”

“Don’t worry, this won’t take up too much time,”
Igor assured her. “I just need him to help me sell
a beehive that I found. It’s a completely new
market for me, and I need him just this one last
time.”

“You can try if you’d like,” the wife said,
shrugging. “But I have to warn you that you aren’t



the first person asking him to broker a deal ‘just
one last time’. He’s not going to do it.”

“He must do it for me!” Igor suddenly roared. “I
insist!”

R’ Meir’l’s wife eyed the giant nervously. “Um,
if you want you can come back at noon,” she said
carefully. “My husband will come home then for
lunch, and maybe he’ll agree to help you.”

“I’1l stay here until he gets back,” Igor conceded,
leaning his massive frame against the doorpost.
“He has to help me. He must!”

She disappeared into the house, keeping a careful
vigil on the gentile from the window, where he
could not see her. Both of them waited
impatiently as the minutes ticked by. And both
were extremely relieved when R’ Meir’l walked
up the path to the house.

R’ Meir’l, his thoughts still very much in the bais
medrash, didn’t notice his wvisitor until the
lumberjack called out to him. He looked up,
startled to see the gentile on his doorstep. “Igor!”
he called back. “How are you? What brings you
here? Didn’t you hear that I’'m not in business
anymore?”

“I did hear,” Igor admitted, following R’ Meir’l
into the house. “But I really need you. Please,
rabbi, you’re the only one that I can trust. I’ll
figure out how to sell the wood myself, but you
must help me with the beehive! I found a beehive
and I am clueless about how the honey market
works. I need you to tell me how much you can
sell it for.”

“Igor, I feel bad, but I really don’t do this
anymore,” R’ Meir’l reminded him.

“You don’t do it for other people,” Igor corrected
him. “But you will do it for me. I need you to help
me, rabbi!” He stood towering over R’ Meir’l, his
brute strength suddenly menacing.

To be continued...
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
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A Little Boy’s Tears

Almost thirty years ago, during Kislev of 5755
(November 1994), an article was printed in the
Yated Ne’eman. It was entitled A Little Boy’s
Tears, and it touched a deep chord within its
readers.

Here, we bring you a reprint of the article, along
with its fascinating backstory.

A Little Boy's Tears

It happened just about five years ago,
when Menachem was eight years old. He
had come out of his apartment in

Yerushalayim and was going downstairs.
Maybe he wanted to play outside, maybe
he was just jumping around on the stairs.
But Menachem tripped. And fell. And his
preciously sweet face framed by beautiful
black peyos banged hard into the stone
steps. An ordinary fall, his mother
thought.

But it wasn't. Menachem  was
unconscious.

Mrs. Eisenbach. hurriedly called for help,
and her son was rushed to the hospital.
They told her not to worry. They'd just
give him a bit of oxygen, and he'd be fine.

Now, oxygen is powerful, and its
administration  must be  carefully
monitored. Too little oxygen, and it won't
do the job; too much of it, and it’s quite
dangerous. The nurses, so experienced in
these types of things, adjusted the oxygen
mask over Menachem's small face, and
inserted the IV into his little hand. Just
another routine task in a hospital...

But something wasn't routine. Something
went wrong. They don't know how it
happened, but somehow the IV needle
went through his narrow vein and came
out the other side. And the medication
went into all the wrong places. And in his
brain, vital cells were burnt out.

After a few moments, Menachem came
to. He regained consciousness rather
quickly. His chocolate-brown eyes opened
wide - but could not see anything. He
stretched out his hand, groping - but his



fingers didn't quite go where he sent
them.

Sweet, innocent, eight-year-old
Menachem was blind. Lively, irresistibly
active Menachem was partially paralyzed.

The nurses were dreadfully sorry. They
said so with tears in their eyes. But an
apology doesn’t have the power to
change a childhood snuffed in its prime. It
doesn't change a family life turned upside-
down. It doesn't let an eight-year-old boy
run outside with his friends and catch the
school bus with them every morning. It
doesn't allow him to study the shining
black letters in his chumash. It didn’t give
Menachem any of all this.

His family accepted the ratzon Hashem. If
that's what He wants for our Menachem,
then it's the best. We must believe. We
must be strong.

The Eisenbach family runs on a hectic
schedule. R' Avrohom, Menachem's
father, is chief of command in the Chevra
Kadisha division of the Israeli Army. When
it comes to identifying dead bodies, R’
Avrohom is general. All the difficult
shailos go through him, and are directed
to Rav Elyashiv and Rav Shlomo Zalmen
Auerbach. During wartime, he's on the
battle-front. In times of peace, he's going
from army base to army base, lecturing
and training is his field of expertise.

And now, R' Avrohom had to find his son
a new school. Yes, there are schools for
the blind and yes, there are schools for the

physically handicapped. But what does
one do with a child who has both of these
crippling disabilities? A child who cannot
read Braille because he cannot control his
finger sufficiently, yet at the same time
cannot make use of the various options
open to the handicapped, because his
eyes cannot see? What does one do then?

The Eisenbachs searched exhaustively,
and came up with only one answer. Only
one school of this type existed in Eretz
Yisroel, but it was a government school. A
school with an irreligious environment,
whose administration refuses to allow any
religion through its door, with the
reasoning that the school must cater to
everyone. With no other choice,
Menachem was enrolled in that school,
where he’d receive an education and
therapy, and where they would try to help
him.

But could they really help him? Do peyos
fit into a classroom with Arab children?
Does Yiddishkeit find a home in a
government school? Oh yes, they might
be able to help some of his body, but what
about his soul? Who would give this child
the only thing he could possibly have in
this world - a bit of ruchniyus, a bit of
Yiddishkeit?

The Eisenbachs were devastated.
Menachem's father would look sadly at
his youngest son, and tears would fill his
eyes. But then he would hurriedly wipe
them away. His work in the army has
toughened him to the facts of life. Why



the emotion? There was nothing to be
done.

But nevertheless, it was his Menachem...

Time passed on. Menachem underwent
surgery, but it didn't really help much. His
family became resigned to the difficult
situation. And so, the months went by.
Slowly.

* %k %k

It was shalosh seudos in the little shul
where R' Avrohom and his sons davened.
As was that shul’s custom, each week
after everyone had had their share of
challah and herring, they would work their
way around the long table and everyone
would say a short vort on the Parshah.

It was mIpIna nwa. The pasuk says: “DN
17N mipina”. On these words, Rashi
expounds: NN D7V I'NNY, that you
should exert yourself in Torah. This pasuk
and Rashi served as the basis for many of
the divrei Torah that were shared at that
shalosh seudos.

Menachem sat there, listening. He didn't
quite understand everything they were
talking about, but he did pick up things
here and there. As each man and boy
around the table took his turn sharing a
dvar Torah, Menachem knew that when
they'd get up to him, they'd pass over to
the next person. After all, he didn't learn,
so what could he say already?

"Nu... who's next?"

"1IN.lam." There was quiet fora moment.
" nxn N DA | oalso want to say
something."

R'" Avrohom didn't know what to say. But
the people around the table were looking
expectantly at Menachem, and although
he couldn't see them, he felt the spark of
excitement in the air.

1290 mipina or." Menachem stumbled
over the words he'd heard so many times
in the last fifteen minutes or so- NIX 'wN
N1INa 071V 'Nnw- Rashi says that you
should work hard in Torah. He's talking to
all of us. To every single Yid." Menachem
paused in the silence. And then he called
out, " nxNn Ix Da! - | also want to learn! |
also want to have n1ina ni7nn! Every Yid
has a chelek in Torah; | also want to learn!
l, too, long to learn what every other Yid

can.

Menachem cried out in anguish, "Torah,
Torah. nxiN "ax Dal”

And the people around the table in that
dim little shul cried. They cried because
they knew that Menachem couldn't learn.
They cried because he didn't have the
chance that everyone else has. They cried
because Menachem cried for Torah.

Time passed...

Simchas Torah was suddenly upon them,
one of the highlights of the year. The little
shul was filled with joyous singing. From
behind the curtains of the Ezras Noshim,
the women peered down, observing as



the men danced. Menachem sat in his
wheelchair, and he, too, "watched."

One napn was followed by the next.
Menachem'’s ears picked up at the sounds
of boys bidding to see who would be the
one to lead the next napn. Longingly, he
cut in, " nxIN 1ax D2 - | also want! | also
want to lead a napn!" Beside him, R’
Avrohom smiled sadly at his blind son
sitting in the wheelchair and explained to
him that it just wasn't possible.

But Menachem was a stubborn child; he
didn’t take 'no' for an answer. Some of the
men standing around overheard the
conversation, and one of them turned to
R" Avrohom."Why not? Let the child lead
the napn, and we’ll help him along.
Someone will read the words from the
siddur, and he'll repeat them. We'll hold
the Sefer Torah with him and support him
as he 'walks'. Let him do it."

R' Avrohom hesitated. In his mind, he
heard his son’s plaintive cry, " 'ax 03, | also
want to learn, to have a chelek in Torah!"
How could he not allow it? It was the only
thing his son had.

And so, they started the procession
around the bima. There were candles and
the Sifrei Torah. And a blind, crippled child
calling out, " X2 nU'win 'n NIX."

And in that little shul, the tears fell...

* %k %k

Yes, the Eisenbach family accepted their
challenge as one from HaKadosh Baruch
Hu. They accepted that it was only with
His infinite wisdom and kindness that
Hashem had taken away so many of
Menachem’s physical capabilities.

But did that mean that his mind, too,
needed to be taken? Did it mean that he
would not merit the Torah and Yiddishkeit
that every Jewish child is entitled to? Was
it possible to accept that Menachem
would be cut off from the rest of Klal
Yisrael due to a physical handicap?

Though they did not know, at the time,
who could fill the yearning gap that rent
Menachem’s soul, something had to be
done. Something would be done!

Bit by bit, people started raising money.
Donations came in slowly, and not
without difficulty. One particular donor
was willing to give a substantial amount
for |22 na 2w nipian. R” Avrohom went to
Rav Elyashiv with a n7xw: If a teacher was
hired for Menachem and other
handicapped Jewish children, would that
qualify as talmud Torah? Did it have the
same importance as the Torah of regular
and healthy |21 n'a %w nipiam, the purest
level of Torah which sustains the world?

Rav Elyashiv ruled that not only did this fit
the category of Torah learned by nipin
21 N2 7w it was the highest level of such
Torah possible. As he explained, a regular
cheder does not rely on a single person
supporting it. If one rebbi or donor pulls



out, the cheder will still go on. With the
handicapped children, however, if
something was not done about it, these
children would never have another
opportunity to learn.

Armed with Rav Elyashiv's emphatic p'sak,
more money was raised. For a few hours
each day, the Jewish children were
separated from the Arabs. Boys from a
nearby yeshiva came in every day to
daven aloud with these children who
could not see. A rebbi was hired. And
these innocent, precious Jewish children,
some from religious homes, and some
not, were given what rightfully belongs to
them. An opportunity to learn Torah, a
link with their heritage, a link to authentic
life.

When Pesach came, that first year of the
school, we called R' Avrohom on the first
day of Chol Hamoed to find out how the
little class was going. R' Avrohom wasn't
home, but his wife was. She described
what their seder had looked like, how
Menachem had asked the nanwa nn, and
how he’d said over the beautiful things he
had learned with his rebbi. In a voice
choked with emotion, she told over how
the family sat around the table and cried
as Menachem tried to lift up his 0Ip, as his
unseeing eyes shone. They had not
thought this had been possible. Their son,
along with the other childrenin the newly-
formed class, had been given a new lease
on life.

Every month, money was sent to R
Avrohom so that he could keep his little
class going. Sometimes the money was
raised in time, and sometimes it had to be
borrowed. But the class kept on going.

One sad day, an eleven-year-old child in
the class passed away. The children, as
well as the staff of the school, were
shattered. It was Menachem's very best
friend.

On the day of the Shloshim, the staff,
parents, and children of the school
gathered together, to draw comfort and
strength from each other. And, although
their child was no longer amongst the
living, the parents of that young child
came too. The principal spoke. One of the
teachers spoke. The father of the child
spoke. They recalled a sweet smiling face
of a crippled child. They reminisced about
happy and sad times they had spent
together. They described a sterling
character in a broken body. A pure soul,
snatched away so young.

And then, as the last speaker sat down, a
voice suddenly called out. It was
Menachem. " nxI 'ax D2 - | want to say
something."

The assemblage was astonished. R’
Avohom didn't know what to say.

"My best friend. | want to say something.
Please."

No one had the heart to refuse him.
Someone wheeled him up front, turning



his chair facing an audience he could not
see.

In a soft voice, Menachem spoke. "My
best friend. My very best friend. | want to
talk to my friend."

Someone rushed up to adjust the
microphone. The crowd was silent. The
children sat forward and listened intently.

"Friend, | want to tell you that | know that
Hashem loves you. Should | tell you how |
know that? Because we all love you. And
because you helped me so much. Every
single day, when my mother would put
me onto our school bus, you would strap
me into the seat, because my hands
couldn't do it. You were so kind to me. We
always sat together, always spoke
together. And now, you're not with me
anymore."

He paused. "My friend! Hashem took you
away from me. He wants you next to Him.
He loves you so very much. But even
though He took you away, | want to give
you a present. | want to give you the very
best present | can."

The children, the teachers, the parents
held their breaths. What could a crippled
child give his friend who was not here
anymore?

And then, in a strong voice, a voice full of
love, Menachem called out, “wTpn! 7Tan!
X111 n-nw."

Upon hearing the very first word, every
single physically-able person in that room

rose. And now, in a choked voice, they
answered, " |nN."

And Menachem continued, his voice
strong. " N2 'T XDV "

Hot tears coursed down the faces of all
those present. Some of them were
religious. Many were not. It didn't matter.

They called out, " 71an X111 n-'nw n-! ...

And Menachem plowed on. “nanyj'1 nan!
..." He stumbled through the w'p,
through those sacred words he knew only
from memory, from hearing in shul. There
were some small mistakes. But it didn't
matter. A blind, crippled child was giving
his very best friend the very best present
he possibly could think of: kaddish. With
his face awash in hot, pure tears,
Menachem turned his face heavenward,
and called out with all his might, " nnxi
ax!"

%k 3k %k

A few years have passed. Many more
small episodes, many heartrending
stories. Menachem has become Bar
Mitzvah. R' Elyashiv has paskened that
Menachem is required in the fulfillment of
all 613 mitzvos. And so, he puts on tefillin
every day, although he does need some
help doing it. And he goes to school,
where his rebbi teaches him and the other
Jewish children in the class.

Now Menachem has finished elementary
school. He's going up to high school.
What's going to happen to that little class?



It had been started for Menachem. If it is
moved up to high school, then what's
going to be with the rest of the children
still in elementary school? Will they be left
without Torah, simply because the
struggle to keep one class open is so
difficult and there is simply not enough
money to open a second class? Which
Yiddishe neshomos must be deprived of
the heritage which is rightfully theirs?

Just last week, Menachem's father went
into Rav Elyashiv with this dilemma. Rav
Elyashiv said that he needed to think
about it for a few days. It's a complex
question. While he knows that the class
was specifically formed for Menachem,
this great poseik was nevertheless
unwilling to take the responsibility of
saying that some of these children will be
deprived of Torah.

That's where the story is up to now.
(the article continues...)

The cost: $500 a month, $6,000 for the
year, for one class. Two classes would
total $12,000; a small price to pay for two
classes of children like Menachem.

The decision: The class in elementary
school will remain, and R' Avohom will
open another one in the high school. But
he needs your help.

You can help by sending your tax-
deductible contribution made payable to
Toras Chesed, and mailing it to Toras

Chesed, c/o Krohn, 421 6% Street,
Lakewood NJ 08701

kkek

The response to the Yated article in 1994 was
overwhelming. From all circles in Klal Yisrael,
people were moved and heartfully contributed
whatever they could. One individual began
sending in monthly checks; a class of school-
children sent $12.47, a collection of the boys'
personal savings of dollars and cents. Baruch
Hashem, the classes continued. ..

But that is not the entire story.

There is another story behind Menachem’s
moving story. It is the story of the man who did
not shrug off another’s pain, but instead shifted
some of the overwhelming burden onto his own
strong shoulders. It is the story of a talmid
chacham who could not bear to know that a
crippled child across the world was being denied
his cherished right, Torah.

It’s Rav Kalman Krohn’s story, tied up with
Menachem’s.

When R' Kalman was looking to print his sefer on
shemiras halashon in Eretz Yisrael, he hired a
company called Eshkol Publishing. His contact at
Eshkol Printing was a man named R' Avrohom
Eisenbach. As one printing followed another and
the frequency of the phone calls between them
increased, their conversations began to meander
out of business matters. At some point, R’
Avrohom shared his family's personal challenge
with his overseas friend, the story of his
handicapped Menachem.

While the family sadly resigned themselves to the
painful reality, R' Kalman was tortured. In his
mind's eye, he saw a powerfully pure neshamah.



Struggling. Starving. Begging for just a little bit
of Torah. Blindness and physical handicap are
limitations of the body, but they cannot confine a
vibrant, radiant neshoma, so desperately begging
for its spiritual sustenance.

"R" Avrohom," Rav Kalman would press
Menachem's father (in a mixture of Yiddish and
broken Ivrit), "Every child has a chelek in Torah.
Menachem also deserves to learn. He also has his
chelek. A Yiddishe neshamah is begging to learn
Torah. How can we stand idle?!"

And over the trans-Atlantic calls, R' Avrohom
would swallow his tears, and explain, again and
again, how the government school forbade all
mention of religion...

"So hire a teacher out of the school!" insisted Rav
Kalman.

Over the wire, R' Avrohom hesitated. Hiring
meant paying a salary, and the family's limited
resources had already been stretched beyond the
limit.

And then Rav Kalman added, "I'll send you the
money."

That clinched it. R> Avrohom hired a neighbor in
their building who would sit with Menachem, day
after day, learning the basics. With his new Torah
classes, Menachem was a new child.

But Rav Kalman wasn't satisfied. "Why only
Menachem?” he pressed. “There are other
viddishe kinder in his class. Don't they also
deserve to learn Torah?"

Rav Kalman did not relent until R'" Avrohom
pressured the members of the school board into
finally agreeing that the interested children could
stay on for an hour at the end of the day. A rebbi

was hired, and boys from a nearby yeshiva would
come each afternoon to daven with these children
who could not see. Somehow, even irreligious
parents felt obligated to give their handicapped
child a "taste" of religion. The little class grew.

And every month, Rav Kalman would send $500
he had raised, to pay for the expenses.

koK

That hour at the end of the school-day was just the
beginning. In time, Menachem reached Siach
Sod, a program where he was able to learn
Gemara with a chavrusah, almost like a regular
yeshiva bachur. At some point, Menachem joined
his father, R' Avrohom, at the local Daf-Yomi
Shiur.

For a blind boy whose mobility is painfully
restricted, whose every movement is a feat in
itself, going to the shiur was a nearly-impossible
undertaking. Sometimes the weather was decent.
Other times, it was cold and rainy. His sweaty
hands would grip his walker as he walked, step by
precarious step, on the slippery sidewalk until he
got to the shiur.

Then he would make his way home once again,
where he would listen to the recording of the shiur
in order to review the blatt. Nothing could stop
him. Because - 7%17 °1X 03,

Not blindness. Not a crippled body. Even his
mother's passing didn't stop him — he learned the
Daf nnnw1 v2°3%. Menachem was armed by that
infinite power of his precious tears. Tears that
burned through all barriers, that forged a path
through all obstacles. Tears that created a tangible
possibility for a blind, crippled child to plow
through Shas.



This last Siyum HaShas, when thousands, and
perhaps tens of thousands, of Yidden merited to
finish Shas, Menachem, too, was one of them.

* ok ock

Tears for Torah; the mightiest weapon we
possess.

Welling up from the inside of your neshoma.
N7 7992 NPT2) N1°INY HNI2° — we're One!

Because when one cries for something, his soul
connects to that in an everlasting bond.

Because tears break through all boundaries.
Little Menachem cried — 7717 °IX 03.

And a Tear for Torah is never in vain.

X1 0°nwa KXY, It's reacheable. For everyone.
Yes. Menachem was zocheh.

And if that little boy could, then anybody can.
You, too.

Shas!

Just ask the Aibishter - And it's all yours!

If you want it badly enough.

If you care enough - - - to cry.

727 727X, Shavous morning — Dont miss the
chance!

Have a Wonderful Yom Tov!

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"!
are now available by phone.

USA 732.913.5616 or 718.557.7711
EY. 02.313.6038

Option 1: Vaadim given in BMG
Option 2: Shmussen given in Adelphia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurim

To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Toras Reb Kalman
Lakewood New Jersey
609.807.1783
torasrebkalman @ gmail.com

Sponsored by:
The Friedman Family
The Schwab Family




Volume TWO of the
“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn”
Book Series is NOW available at your local Judaica
Store.
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Attn: Rebeiim , Teachers, Yeshivos/Schools!

Volume One of the new curriculum series is
NOW available for Schools to purchase.
Many schools have already placed their orders!
Call/email now to reserve your books while
supplies last.

Reading
Writing

with stories of
our Sages

K,

Call/text 609-807-1783 or
Email torasrebkalman @ gmail.com for a sample

If you have exceptional content about Reb
Kalman that you think should be inserted into
book 3, please let us know.


mailto:torasrebkalman@gmail.com
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BEFORE THE BOBOVER RERRE, R’ SHLOMO THE REBBE’'S SHTEIBEL WAS A REFUGE FOR BOBOVER
HALBERSTAM, MOVED TO BORO PARK, BROOKLYN, CHASSIDIM AND OTHER NEIGHBORHOOD YIDDEN,
WHERE HIS CHASSIDUS GREW INTO THE TENS OF —
THOUSANDS, HE SPENT THE IMMEDIATE POST-WAR
YEARS IN THE UPPER WEST SIDE OF MANHATTAN.

..TRUE BITOCHON
MEANS THAT WE TRUST
THAT HASHEM WILL DO WHAT
IS BEST FOR US..

SOME OF THE MISPALLELIM NOTICED THAT EVERY HOLIR
ON THE HOUR, THE REBBE WOLILD EXIT THE BEIS MEDRASH,.
AFTER 10 MINUTES, HE WOLILD RE-APPEAR AND RESUME
SAYING TIKKUN LEIL SHAVUOS.

ON THE FIRST NIGHT OF SHAVUOS, THE REBBE, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH HIS MINHAG, RECITED TIKKUN
LEIL SHAVUOS.

..V HAVOAS
SHALOM BEIN ADAM
L'CHAVEIRO...

EVERY HOUR...
ON THE HOUR?
INTERESTING...

AFTER WITNESSING THE REBBE’'S EXIT THE REBBE SMILED AND PATIENTLY EXPLAINED.
AND ENTRY MULTIPLE TIMES THROUGHOUT _—
THE NIGHT, TWO VISITORS WERE ] IT IS TOO DIFFICULT FOR SOME YIDDEN
EXCEEDINGLY CURIOUS, TO STAY UP THE ENTIRE NIGHT, AND THEY WOULD LIKE TO €0
HOME AND REST. 8UT SOME ARE EMBARRASSED TO LEAVE, AND
R’ YANKEL, I : WONDER WHAT OTHERS WILL THINK. I THEREFORE TAKE A SHORT
THINK T WILL ASK THE REBRBE BREAK AND WALK OUT EVERY HOUR, SO THAT OTHERS WILL NOT 8E
ABOUT THIS AT THE PRIVATE ASHAMED TO LEAVE AS WELL.
KIDDUSH HE INVITED US TO '
ATTEND.

WE CAN ALL LEARN FROM THE REBBE'S GREAT SENSITIVITY FOR
OTHERS AND THE CHOCHMAH HE LUSED TO IMPLEMENT IT.

I 3 L W =7 - I

ﬂYJ'J\’) 11 HALBERSTAM 97781 (3#° BOBOVER RERBRBED WAS BORN IN BOBOV, GALICIA, TO 11°¥)2 7 (A GRANDSON OF THE
FOLINDER OF THE BOBOV DYNASTY) AND CHAYA FRIEDEL. DLUIRING WWIT, NNYY 11 ESCAPED WITH HIS FAMILY TO THE
BOCHNIA EHETTO WHERE HE LOST HIS PEBBETZIN AND TWO OF HIS CHILOREN TO7). HE ESCAPED WITH HIS ONLY
SURVIVING SON, Y919), TO BUDAPEST, AND LATER TO BUCHAREST. DURING THE WAR, NIYY ' DISGUISED HIMSELF AS
A POLISHER OFFICER, AND ONCE AS A NUN, AND SMUGGLED OUT HUNDREDS OF YIDDEN. NPYY M ARRIVED
DESTITUTE IN THE LSA IN 1a46. NinYY M SETTLED IN THE WEST SIDE (NYC, NY> AND LATER MOVED TO BORO PARK
(BROOKLYN, NY). DURING THE SO+ YEARS THAT HE SERVED AS THE REBRSE, 773'7?) ) BUILT AN INTERNATIONAL
NETWORK OF SHULS, SCHOOLS, NN AND NIV, KNOWN AS A DIN AND A VIN) IN NITH, HE WAS NOTED FOR
NOT TAKING SIDES IN ANY 3'\7'3]'1)3 MANY OBSERVED THAT IT SEEMS APPROPRIATE THAT HE SHARES THE LVRNIN> OF
1050 DN, WITH HIS OVERFLOWING NIV NN, BOLUNDLESS ENERGY AND DN NNNY, HE REBLILT, VIRTUALLY
SINGLE-HANDEDLY, THE BOBOVER COMMLUNITY TO TENS OF THOUSANDS OF D"T’Dl‘\ WORLOWIDE.

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 5668-5760 1907-2000 1IN ‘N

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>1p or y"wn nwn.
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NELESH

SHIMSHON

D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DoviIiD PINCUS ZT'"L

" THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF fnM3 9A7 13 3py Anmi 517 j3 9xws.
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM Soldiers of

Torah

(3 X 13703) .OfRIYY DOK ITPOR FXILOD RIY KY> 5D N7ym MW ©1DY 130

FROM THE PARSHAH

From the age of twenty and up, everyone who goes out with the troops in Yisrael, you
shall count them according to their troops. (Bemidbar 1:3)

It is the way of the world to count the troops A5 30 D7 DWY YWY INvn 137
before they go out to battle, in order to know how ARMYN MY 270 IR 099 SXI M
big and powerful the army is. This is to evaluate nivva Than 197 Yy 1210 wx — Here is

whether the army can stand up to the enemy, and to the bed of Shlomo, there are sixty mighty

decide on the most appropriate strategy. men around it, among the mighty warriors

But the Jewish people at that time were not of Yisrael. They all wield swords and are
actually going out to war. The conquest of Eretz trained in battle. Each man has his sword
Yisvael was in the hands of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. on his thigh, due to the fear at night.!

Also in Sefer Yehoshua we don’t find that they

counted the people before conquering the Land. What was this “bed of Shlomo™?

So why were they counted here? Rashi ad loc explains that it was the holy Mishkan.

Around it were the sixty ten-thousands of Israelites

Because in truth, after the Jewish people left 1 wont out of Egypt. They were the mighty

Mirzrayim and received the Torah, they were o, ors of the battle of Torah. The “fear at night,”

standing before a big and tough war. This was the against which they armed themselves, was lest they

war against the darkness and zumas hataavos that forget the Torah, causing harsh troubles to come

had conquered the world. upon them and the world at large. So explains Rashi.

And so wrote Shlomo Hamelech in Shir Hashirim:

1 Shir Hashirim 3:7-8.



When the Jewish people readied themselves for

this tough war, they counted the people, to know
their strength, and to emphasize to every individual
that he is a soldier who is counted as a member of the
army, and he needs to join up with all the warriors

and fight fiercely in the war of Torah.

This war began at the very beginnings of our
nation, and it continues in full force today as well.

The enemies who stand against the kedushah
of Hashem are the waves of chilul Shabbos, the
assimilation into foreign cultures, and all the other
travesties that have increased so greatly. There is
a thick cloud of secularism and disdain for Torah
enveloping us.

What are we to do? How should we make battle?

About this it says A% >IYN 10 MK 09D
— “They all wield swords and are trained in battle”
Which battle? The battle of Torah. Another shiur,

%RSHA TopIC '

The Royal Rus

David is the Jewish People

We read the Book of Rus on Shavuos, and there

are various reasons for this. One is because Shavu'os

is the yabrzeit of David Hamelech. So we read the

Book of Rus, which describes the ancestry of David
Hamelech.

another blatr Gemara, another kapitel Tehillim,
another mitzvah and another chesed.

The main thing is to know that we are in a time
of war. And when a person is at war, there is no day
and no night and no taking it easy. We need to just
do the mitzvos with mesirus nefesh and every ounce

of energy we have.

This is why the Jewish people were counted. It
teaches us that success in the war of Torah requires
mass enlistment of all our forces. It’s not enough for
just a few elite units to go out to battle for Torah.

We need to make sure today, more than ever,
not just that we learn Torah and keep mitzvos
ourselves, but that others do so as well. We need to
support Torah institutions and strengthen shiurim,
encourage neighbors and relatives. Because the
more soldiers show up for combat duty, the more
impressive our successes will be, bezras Hashem. o

David Hamelech was one of the four pillars of
the world. The three Avos, Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov, are the ones who planted the deep roots of
the Jewish people. But David Hamelech was the very
expression of the Jewish people.

The Jewish people is the most beloved and
precious people to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. There
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are many pesukim that express Hashem’s love of
and closeness to Am Yisrael. The person who most
expresses this wonderful relationship is David
Hamelech. As the Rambam writes about him, “His
heart is the heart of the entire congregation of
Yisrael !

We are all waiting for Mashiach ben David, and
it is among the principles of our Emunab that a
wonderful future is ahead of us. The day will come
when the entire Jewish people will be gathered
to Eretz Yisrael, each person will have his own
nachalab, his own ancestral land estate, there won’t
be any more troubles and sicknesses, no pain and no
suffering. We are destined to live for thousands of
years in the presence of Hashem Yisborach, in utter
delight. After that will come a more distant future
called Olam Haba. And the foundation stone of all

this future is none other than David Hamelech.

That Which Was, Will Be

Megilas Rus mainly describes Ruth the Moabite
and Boaz the Gedol Hador, who took her as
wife. There is a whole description of their special
personalities, and by what merit it is that David
Hamelech, who is the greatest personality of all
generations, descended from them.

The Torah teaches us that if we emulate the
beauty of their personalities, we too can merit having
children, grandchildren and further descendants
who will shine in the skies of Judaism.

Because there is a basic principle: 831 0w 0
W — “That which was, will be.”> Hashem created a
cyclical world. Everything that happened in the past
will happen again in the future. Just like there was
a woman named Rus, and there was a man named
Boaz, and they had a descendant named David, so
we can be like Rus and Boaz, and from us will come
a tzaddik like David, if we just go in their ways, if we
work on acquiring for ourselves the greatness that

their personalities had.

1 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Melachim 3:6.
2 Koheles 1:9.

It’s a Different Atmosphere
In order to get what really happened with Rus
and Boaz, we need a little introduction before we
go into the story itself. We need some background,
because it will change the whole way we perceive
this story that took place thousands of years ago.

One of our problems in understanding Tanach is
that the events took place thousands of years ago,
and the world constantly changes. In every country
and in every nation there is a certain atmosphere, a
certain social setting, and it changes as time goes on.
We weren't alive back in those days, so it very hard
for us to understand things that transpired back
then. This is why we don’t really understand most
historical events.

Iwillgiveyouanexample. Wearein Johannesburg,
South Africa. Let’s imagine a Jew going down the
street late at night, at 2:00 AM, and he notices a
small child sitting at a street corner. He goes up to
him and asks, “Where are you from? Why don’t you
go home?”

The child answers, “I got lost.”

He asks the child where he lives, then he puts
out his hand and walks with him in the streets of




Johannesburg at night, in the dark, in danger from

the local population, taking him all the way home.

A person who doesn’t live in Johannesburg won’t
understand it, but someone who lives here knows
how terrifying it is to walk the streets alone at 2:00
AM, and can appreciate what a sacrifice and what a
great chesed this Jew did.

This is the problem we encounter when we read
stories in the Tanach. A lot of things are different
now than they were a few thousand years ago. So first
of all, let’s try to get into the atmosphere of that era,
and this will snap the whole story into perspective.

Nations We Hate

Every nation has other nations that it considers
its friends, and those that are its enemies, whom it
bitterly hates.

For instance, for everyone sitting here, how do we
feel about Germans, about Nazis? Most of us really
hate Nazis. I once met a German who converted to
Judaism, and I knew that his grandfather was a bona
fide Nazi. I had to work on myself to greet him with
a nice, warm smile, because Jews have something
against Nazis.

But who did Jews hate back then, in the time of
Megilas Rus? Ammon and Moav. If you would tell
a Jew back then that so-and-so is an Ammoni or a
Moavi, it would be like waving a red flag in front of
a bull.

Why?

First of all, the forefathers of Ammon and
Moav were mamzerim. When Hashem overturned
Sedom, and Lot was sheltering in the cave with
his two daughters, and, embarrassingly enough,
they became pregnant, they gave birth to two boys
named Ammon and Moav. This was the worst
birth imaginable. These two nations are built on a
foundation of immorality.

And it was not just the circumstances of their
birth. These two nations were the lowest, the ugliest,
the most immoral that could be. They always hated
the Jewish people because of their historical origins.

The Torah commands us regarding them:

DY M’ Dapa caxind o)iny X2 XD
7772 DR D73 DINK TR K7 WK 137
DY?2 DX PYY 1DV WK DIXAN DINNED
77797 DM 0w 7iNgn W3 13 - An
Ammonite and a Moabite shall not enter
the congregation of Hashem... because they
did not greet you with bread and water on
the way when you left Egypt, and because
they hired against you Bilaam ben Beor
from Pesor Aram Naharayim to curse you.?

We don’t like these nations because they are
so lowly. They have no gratitude for the fact that
Avraham Avinu saved their forefather Lot when
he was taken captive in war. They are the most
disgusting nations that the Jewish people ever knew.

Elimelech’s Punishment

Now let’s get into the story of Rus and Boaz.

The story starts with Elimelech, who was a great
man and an outstanding figure in his generation.
Besides that, he was also very rich. When the famine
struck, he simply could not take it, seeing thousands
of Jews suffering starvation. If he would have
remained in Eretz Yisrael, he would have had to sell
all his treasures to feed everyone, and become poor
himself, because he would have needed to support
an entire people. He was an adam gadol, and the
Jewish people expected him to help them out in
their time of trouble.

What did Elimelech do? He took his family and
lefc the country. He left Eretz Yisrael. Chazal say
this was not the right thing to do, and it was only
made worse by the fact that he chose Moav as his
new country of residence. He went to live among
the sworn enemies of the Jewish people.

Not only that, but his two sons, Machlon and
Kilyon, married two princesses, the daughters of
the king of Moav. They were prominent men in
the Jewish nation, and the king of Moav was very
interested that his daughters should marry Jews of
high status. However, back at home, people saw
Elimelech and his sons as traitors.

3 Devarim 23:4-5.




After a short while, the three of them, Elimelech
and his two sons, died.

A Sacrifice of Love

Elimelech’s wife, Naomi, was a great tzadekes,
but she went along with her husband. Now she was
all alone, and she knew very well that she deserved
this punishment.

She turned to her two daughters-in-law, Orpah
and Rus, and told them that she is going back to
Eretz Yisrael. She had had enough; she learned her
lesson. These two princesses politely said they will
come along with her back to her people. But in the
end, Orpah gave Naomi a kiss and said goodbye,
while Rus stuck with Naomi and returned with her
to Eretz Yisrael.

We need to understand the significance of
the decision that Rus made when she went with
Naomi.

Rus knew that when she gets to Ererz Yisrael,
she is going to get a very cool welcome. People are
going to say that she is a Moabite and had no right
to marry a Jew in the first place. But she married
him nonetheless, and that’s why he died. It’s her
faule.

She felt that she was a big zzadekes, but she knew
she will not be viewed that way and will not be
accepted. People are likely to tell her to just get out
of here, that she comes from a very lowly nation and
doesn’t belong among the Jewish people.

But she didn’t care about all this. She loved
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, she loved His Torah, and
even though she knew what was waiting for her and
how she will be treated, she went along with Naomi
out of love and devotion to Hashem and His Torah.
She didn’t care about anything else. She just wanted
to be close to the Jewish people, because then she
will be close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

She demonstrated amazing greatness. She was
a princess, the daughter of the king of Moav, her
father expected her to come back to his home, and
now she is going to the Jewish people instead, to
suffer shame and discrimination. Instead of living a

luxurious life in the royal palace, she will glean ears

of grain left in someone’s field.

Her sister-in-law Orpah also had derech eretz,
but when Naomi told her to stay in Moav, she did.
She just kissed Naomi goodbye and parted ways
with her. But Rus gave up on all the pleasures of
this world and went to Eretz Yisrael knowing very
well that she is destined for a life of poverty and
deprivation.

Sometimes when a person does an act of mesirus
nefesh, at least someone appreciates what he did,
and says that he is a zzaddik. But no one said a good
word to Rus, because she was a Moabite.

And there was another problem, too. It was
not clear at all if she would ever be able to marry
a Jew. The Torah says that a Moabite man may
not take a Jewish wife, even if he converts. What
about a Moabite woman marrying a Jewish man?
This was a subject of controversy over the course of
generations, and at that time, the Halachah had not
yet been clarified.

Boaz knew the Halachah. He knew that there is
a Halacha I'Moshe miSinai stating that it is only a
Moabite man who is forbidden to marry a Jew, not
a Moabite woman to marry a Jewish man. However,
there were many people in his generation who did
not know this. They thought she would never be
able to marry a Jew.

So here we have a woman who gives up all the
pleasures of life that she could have happily enjoyed
in the royal palace, and does so in order to join the
Jewish people. She comes without a penny in her
pocket and without the ability to build a Jewish
home. Only because of her tremendous love for
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Due to this greatness, Rus is called the Ima shel
Malchus,* the Matriarch of the Davidic Dynasty.
There are four Imahbos. They are Sarah, Rivkah,
Rachel and Leah. The Imahos did not just give
birth to the Jewish people; they are the mothers of
the Jewish people in their essential nature. Rus is

called Ima shel Malchus, which makes her also the

4 Bava Basra 91b.
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mother of Mashiach. If not for Rus, there would be
no David Hamelech and no Mashiach. It is not by
chance that David Hamelech descends from her. It

is because she is Ima shel Malchus in her essential

nature.

In order for the Melech Hamashiach, who
is Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s most beloved son, to
descend from her, she needs to be a woman with
such tremendous love for Hakadosh Baruch Hu that
she is ready to give up everything just to be close to
Hashem.

Naomi tried to convince her to stay in Moav. She
told Rus that she has no future in Eretz Yisrael. No
husband, no parnassab, just humiliations. But Rus
refused to part with Naomi. Naomi had taught her
Yiddishkeit, and she was not going to part with her
no matter what. Even if she dies, she will be buried
with Naomi. There is no way she is going to separate
from Naomi. She is devoted in heart and soul to

Naomi and to the Torah that she taught her.

Back to Beis Lechem

Naomi and Rus set out on their way, and arrived

in Beis Lechem, Naomi’s hometown.
At that time, Boaz was the Gedo/
Hador. He was the Nasi. He was

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

an elderly man, in his eighties. He had a large family
and was also very wealthy. He was known and
respected by all.

The day Naomi and Rus came back to Beis
Lechem, the wife of Boaz passed away, and the
whole Jewish people attended her levayah.

Naomi and Rus came along in the middle of the
levayah. Everyone was shocked to see them. And
people really gave it to them: *np3 NXIT TIMXM
— “The women said, ‘Is this Naomi?!”” Look what
happened to Naomi, the wealthiest woman in all
of Eretz Yehudah. It’s all because she abandoned us,
she betrayed us. And look who is coming after her,
look who she brought along with her — a Moabite
woman!

Naomi and Rus needed to eat, and since Rus
helped Naomi, she went to glean ears of grain in
the fields for both of them. Megilas Rus tells us how
Boaz treated her well. He told her how he warned
the young men to leave her alone. Because had he
not told them, they would have thrown her out
since she was a Moabite.

She suffered all the humiliations quietly. She
gleaned a little to eat, for herself and her mother-in-

law, and went back to her mother-in-law.

10 be continued next week

For comments, dedications and donations:
W nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
Send us an email.
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