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No Need to Worry

When the Katz family moved to England from Eretz Yisroel nearly twenty years ago they needed to find a house to rent.
An additional difficult task was to get all their children into the schools which were very full with classes full way over
the limit. This is a problem which many people have to face and find a suitable solution when moving from Eretz Yisroel
with a family of children.

Many months had passed after the decision to move had been made and the moving date was approaching fast. They
had managed to organize schooling for most of the children, except for their oldest daughter. The class she was
supposed to join had absolutely no space. And, besides for that, they still had no house to move into.

R’ Katz approached the Rosh Yeshiva who had given him the advice to move back and told him about his worries of the
school and house. He responded by saying, that many times not everything in life goes easily and smoothly, but in the
end, everything works out.

Close to the moving date, after advertising and asking around looking for a house to rent, R’ Katz traveled alone to
England in order to make the final arrangements. A house had just come up on the market and he arranged a time to
go and view it and meet the owner, R’ Greenstein. Somehow, the R’ Greenstein had also heard about the dilemma of
getting the Katz’s twelve-year-old daughter into the school where his own children attended.

As R’ Katz walked in to their house, R’ Greenstein said quietly, "This is not yet public knowledge, but we are moving to
Eretz Yisroel. | have not yet informed the school that my twelve-year-old daughter is not going to be there next year.
You can rent my house, and Hashem is giving you a package deal. Together with my house, your daughter will now have

a place in the class you were trying to get her in to!

He told R’ Katz that he was calling the school at 2 pm that day to inform them about his daughter, and R’ Katz called in
at 2.05 about his daughter.

The menahel was so nispael about the hashgachah pratis, and the Katz girl was accepted there and then!

YES, not everything always goes easily and smoothly, but Hashem guides us and with siyata dishmaya everything works
out in the end for the best.

Tightrope Walker in Siberia

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Poterfas was imprisoned in Siberia for eight years. He went through unspeakable torment
and suffering there, yet he came out so strong in his emunah and yiddishkeit. Throughout his stay, he was always hopeful
that he would be released, and eventually he was. He was asked how he stayed so strong for so long. He replied that
he took a powerful lesson from a scene that he observed one day in Siberia.

"During a short break, one of the other inmates asked us if we wanted to watch him walk a tightrope between two
mountains. We all said no, because we were too afraid for him. But he was stubborn and did it anyway. As he
progressed, we were afraid to even look. When he finally made it, he called out and asked us if we wanted to watch
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him go back. Again, we all said no, but he did it anyway. When he came back, he asked if we wanted to see him do to
again with a wagon attached to him. We protested, but he was stubborn and attached a wagon to himself and walked
across the abyss. Our hearts were beating a mile a minute, as we watched, until he made it to the other side.

"Then he called out to us to see if we wanted to see him come back. We knew that if we said no, he would do it anyway.
So we all said, 'You already proved yourself. We know that you can easily come back. There's no need to do it.' He called
back, 'You really believe | can do it?' 'Yes, we really believe!' we responded. 'If you really believe, then you come up and
sit in the wagon, and let me walk you across.' Nobody budged. 'See," he said, 'You don't really believe.'

"During the rest of my difficult stay in Siberia, | constantly reflected on that scene and asked myself whether | would be
willing to sit in that wagon if Hashem was pulling me across. Would | be able to sit calmly and look down, knowing that
| am in the most loving and merciful hands? If | believe that Hashem is always pulling me, and that He is always with
me, even in the scariest and most troubling of times, then there is nothing ever to fear. That is how | got through the
tough times."

Hot Coffee

Naftoli Simcha was head counselor of his summer camp. Naturally this brought with it many responsibilities. He did not
take them lightly and he worked hard at all of them especially on impressing the campers the importance of middos
tovos and always making a kiddush Hashem.

Once the campers had begun their daily routine and all was running smoothly Naftoli Simcha used to allow himself the
luxury of driving down the road to the nearest gas station and buying himself a coffee.

One morning Naftoli Simcha arrived at the gas station gets his coffee from the coffee machine and went to pay.
Apologizing he said that yesterday he took a coffee without paying and therefore he asked the attendant to charge him
for two coffees. Naftoli Simcha withdrew a $100 bill and received $98 in return.

A couple of hours later the police arrived to the camp looking for Naftoli Simcha. Counterfeit money had been
used/found at the gas station and the police were looking for the source. Naftoli Simcha admitted to having purchased
a coffee at the station and was taken there by the police for further questioning and investigation.

When Naftoli Simcha got out of the police car at the station, the attendant immediately ran over to the police and told
them what happened earlier that Naftoli Simcha had apologized and paid for yesterday's coffee also as he forgot to pay
for it.

“He is Mr. Honest, he'll never deal with counterfeit money,” the attendant told the police.

With that the police took him back to the camp.
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A Holocaust Story

It was during those difficult and dark years in Auschwitz that the Nazis ym”s gathered together a group of girls and
women and transported them in cattle cars to the hills to construct a dam. Stopping at the bottom of the hill, the
women disembarked and began making the long trek all the way to the top. It was an exhausting walk of many
kilometers, and yet it was only the beginning of their day’s work. Exerting themselves for hours on end, at the end of
the day, they had to retrace their steps back down the hill.

On one occasion, one sixteen-year-old girl could no longer take it. Emaciated and weak, she told her friend that she
would not be returning with her down the hill. Although she was well aware that such a decision would be endangering
her life, she remained undeterred. “l cannot do it,” she said; “let them take my life if they so desire.” But her friend
would not hear of such a thing. “I am not leaving you here. You need to live and you are going to live!” “I can’t!” the
girl persisted. “Okay, | will help you,” said her friend. Without delay, the sixteen-year-old girl was flung over her friend’s
shoulders, herself tired and frail, and carried kilometers back to the cattle cars.

Fast forward forty years later... Mazel Tov! Mazel Tov! My daughter had become a kallah. In walked my mother,
the bubby of the kallah, and with a smile on her face, she stood still, holding her walker and looking on at the many
people who had gathered together for her granddaughter’s vort. From the other side of the room, the grandmother of
the chassan entered. She too was elated to participate in the joyous occasion of her grandson’s vort. And then their
eyes met. The grandmother of the chassan looked at my mother, the grandmother of the kallah. It was a familiar face.
Quite familiar... from forty years before. “Mrs. Schachter,” called out the grandmother of the chassan, “throw away
your walker. | will carry you.”

The grandmother of the chassan was none other than the friend who had carried my mother in Auschwitz and saved
her life. The woman who had reinvigorated my mother and reminded her never to give up on life, no matter how
difficult and dark it may seem, was later privileged to see the fruits of her encouraging words and tireless efforts.
Reuniting together where they could share mutual nachas, they both realized that from the bitterest of moments, the
happiest of moments had grown forth. Never give up on life, even when it is your last breath, for you never know where
that last breath may take you.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. Which person, mentioned in this week’s nwA9, is from DN vVaw?
a. In what instance was he mentioned in last week’s nv19?
b. List four previous times he was mentioned in the nn. !

2. What do ym, 27y and n»n9> have in common?
3. What part of this week’s nv1a is mentioned in naw davening? *

4. How many times does it say the word 7©")91” in this week’s nw19?
a. Where in the n7n is the 705 mn” W5 found?
b. When else in the n7In were spies sent?

5. When in this week’s nw19 do the Yx9v» »a cry?
a. List four other places in the n73n where the YN v %3 cry. ®

6. lam four, | am eight,
| am equal to all the mxn in the NN,
| was given in the M2t of two D>y,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwMo.
Who am I?

7. We are a group,
Most of our group is mentioned twice in the NN,
The first time we were introduced,
The second time we were used to grant forgiveness for YNw 553,
Most of our group is mentioned in this week’s nvA9,
Who are we?

Need a Hint?

'Onceina war, three times in Xxwn .

% In nav nvap

® Once in last week’s nwWI9, once over a forgotten nNoYn, twice over a NV,




Answers

1.y
a. (N2 ,N> TNYYNI) : DN NYHN YT TIN2 PININ NYN NIYN 10112 YYIiN? w1
b. 1) (v,v) pony nondN
2) When nwn goes up to »o 91 (3,70 DXvawn).
3) When nwn comes down from »©o 91 (¥ ,29 Xwn ).
4) (8> 25 RWN ) HIRD TIND V) NI 9¥) Y112 yYin?

2. They were all ©»mnn with o9y, yIn’'s daughter married Nwn, NN9Y’s son married 0N
and 279nN’s daughter yaw'un married YInN.

3. The punishment of 40 years in the 9270 — DN N2 NYIVI TIUNX 1) T VIPN MY DIVIIN
SNNNN DN XD

4. None.
a. When 9oy accuses his brothers of being o). (v,21)
b. When fighting the »1N in NN NWI9. (29,X3) M1y NN HX7Y NWN NHWN

5. When they hear the report of the oYy n.
a. Tnoyna - When they wanted meat
b. 753 - When »nt is N0In and nwn forgot the novn
C. npn- When 70 dies
d. 19720 NNy - When nwn dies

6. |am four, | am eight, - four strings folded into eight
| am equal to all the Mxn in the NN, - See N1,V YD
| was given in the Mot of two D> 1. - (0,0 NO7wY ) ow and (LS PN 7Y) DTN
| am mentioned in this week’s nwM9.
Who am I? - IINON

7. Next week...

Last week’s riddle:

| am a declaration that is said during davening,

| am said four times a week, - that is said after laining

My first half is in PNNNY NWAY, =M NN DN

My second half is in this week’s nwA9. - VYN AN LY

Who am I? - VN T 19 5Y M NNND NIRD

,AIRY Y172 PR PYY NTHIR — INHY IRIIY
Y"1 1090 TOIYR 12 TIT PR ,0”Y ApY TIT N2 191 1972 ,97T DNIAR 12 YIRY 1YY

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNWY NMatn Ho©
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N7y — av1o 'NNo
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

How many parshios have the letters “nYw” in their names?
nw ,N7wa ,n7w

On the Shabbos of Parshas Shelach, we read about Meraglim. How many?
13 or 14:
e In Parshas Shelach: 10 bad Meraglim + Yehoshua and Kaleiv = 12.
¢ In the haftarah: Yehoshua sends 2 meraglim (which would bring us to 14), but Chazal say that they
were Pinchas and Kaleiv', and we already counted Kaleiv (leaving us at 13).

How did Moshe wind up benefiting from the report of the Meraglim?

Previously, Hashem indicated to Moshe that he would not enter Eretz Yisrael.? Had the Meraglim presented a
positive report, Bnei Yisrael would have entered the land immediately, and Moshe would have passed away.
Hashem hinted to Moshe, “D'wax 17 nw,” “Send for yourself spies” — this will wind up benefiting YOU: as a
result of their negative report, you will live an additional 40 years.?

When did Moshe change Hoshea’s name to “Yehoshua”?

Yehoshua is already called by this name in Parshas Beshalach.* Moshe had always called him “Yehoshua,”
indicating, “Hashem should save you from the plot of the Meraglim,” which Moshe foresaw prophetically. In
Parshas Shelach, when the Torah says that Moshe changed his name, it is referring to an earlier event, and
letting us know, “This person, Hoshea bin Nun, who was just listed as the spy for Shevet Ephraim, is the same
person whom Moshe has been calling Yehoshua for a long time.” Or, at this point Moshe officially changed his
name, such that he would no longer be called “Hoshea.”

On what date did the Meraglim return with their bad report?
e They returned by day on the 8" of Av, and that night Bnei Yisrael cried®, bringing Hashem to say, “You
cried for nothing, so | will make this date — Tisha B’Av — one of crying for all generations.”’
e They returned in the evening of the 9" of Av, and cried that night, on the 10" of AVv®, which is the date
when most of the Bais Hamikdash wound up burning®.

There was a group of people among Bnei Yisrael who would have been great meraglim. Had they been
sent, nothing would have gone wrong. Who were they?

The men wanted to go back to Mitzrayim, but the women, such as Bnos Tzlafchad, begged for a portion in
Eretz Yisrael.’® Hashem told Moshe, “Send for YOURSELF anashim (men); if it was up to ME, | would send
nashim (women), because they love Eretz Yisrael.”**
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Many thousands of people have davened at Me’aras HaMachpeila. What is the first tefillah, of which we
are aware, that was said there?
Kaleiv davened to be able to withstand the negative influence of the Meraglim.*?

During the 40 years following the Chet HaMeraglim, every year on Erev Tisha B’Av everyone would lay
in graves, and over 15,000 people would die, until the entire generation had passed away."®* How many
of the Meraglim did NOT die in this way?

All of them: Kaleiv and Yehoshua survived, and the rest died immediately in a plague.**

Thanks to the mekosheish eitzim, we got the mitzvah of tzitzis. How?
Moshe said to Hashem, “The mekosheish violated Shabbos because it's a day without tefillin to remind us of
the Torah.” Hashem responded, “OK, | will give you tzitzis, which will serve as a reminder even on Shabbos.”

Name a mitzvah, and an aveirah, each mentioned in Parshas Shelach, which you can do using a
cookie.
e A large batch of cookies would require hafrashas challah.*®
e One who follows his desires solely for his own enjoyment violates, “0>2'w...Anx inn &21*',” “Don’t stray
after...your eyes,” and winds up needing more and more. Someone who eats to serve Hashem winds
up happy and content.®

Regarding three mitzvos the Torah says, “Do this I’'maan — IN ORDER - to remember” something, and
some hold that this is essential to their fulfillment. What are they? (Hint: one of them is in Parshas
Shelach.)
o “Wear tefillin to remember yetzias mitzrayim.
e “Sitin a sukkah to remember that Hashem surrounded us with the annanei hakavod.”?
e “Wear tzitzis to remember the mitzvos. ?” %

»19

When should we look at tzitzis?
e It's good to look at them when putting them on.
e There is minhag to look at them when saying, “imx nn'x1”? during shema.?
e Some actually list LOOKING at tzitzis as an independent mitzvas asei!*®
o It is appropriate to look at them multiple times a day. When one has thoughts of aveirah, or feels angry,
he should look at his tzitzis, which will help neutralize his yetzer hara.?®

At what age must a child be trained by his father to wear tzitzis?
When he knows how to wear them.?” Specifically, when he knows how to wear 2 tzitzis in front and 2 in back,
and to hold them in his hand during krias shema.?®
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What is the first word of the beracha which follows krias shema during shacharis?
The beracha actually begins, “...ax'1 nnx.” We attach the word “nnx” to “n>'7'x 'n” to parallel the pasuk, “ 'ni

mx oR’ %%

JUST CURIOUS

Hashem tells Moshe that the group of meraglim should include one person from each shevet, “ n'wa '
Dna” — “each nasi.”® In Parshas Nasso, the Torah lists the nesiim who brought korbanos — but they
were different people. What happened?
o “nna X'wa 75” means, “Each nasi should select a spy from his shevet, to be sent; these are the
meraglim listed in Shelach.”®?
“Nasi” here doesn’t mean “leader.” Rather, Moshe was told to announce, “Who has the courage to spy
out Eretz Yisrael?” From among those who “Dnix na%7 xwa” (were inspired) to volunteer, Moshe was
supposed to choose one from each shevet.*
¢ “Nasi” here means, “Of the highest, most elevated, caliber,” in terms of his ability to assess the land.®*

When Yehoshua sent Meraglim, 2 people sufficed. Why did Moshe have to send 127
Hashem wanted all of Bnei Yisrael to be willing partners in this endeavor: if the Meraglim would succeed, all of
Bnei Yisrael would share in their success, and if they would fail, they would all share in their guilt.*®

Usually, “ya 7271y &7 nixn 1miw” — one who engages in a mitzvah is protected. How could the
Meraglim, on a mitzvah-mission, cause such a disaster?

Had HASHEM named these individuals as Meraglim, they would have been doing a direct mitzvah by going,
and nothing could have gone wrong. Moshe chose them, and they chose to turn their mission into an aveirah.

The Meraglim went on a strategic mission, seeking the best way to conquer Eretz Yisrael.*” Why did
Moshe tell them to bring back fruit? How does that help the mission?
SEEING the fruit would help Bnei Yisrael be happy, and give them strength to conquer the land.*®

When the Meraglim were chosen, they were k’sheirim (upstanding people).** When did they “go bad”?
When they left on their mission, they already had bad intentions.*® This attitude developed right after they were
chosen.*

Moshe had to give the Meraglim special encouragement ("nnprnnai”) to bring back fruit.* Is there
some reason they would be reluctant?
They were scared it would “blow their cover” as spies.*®
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ety nepree Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIva

During the weeks of n'90 there is a great emphasis on in'an'? DX |'2 as a preparation for N1inn n'227. Reb Yeshayaleh of
Keresztur '2""x1 was a legendary chasidishe Rebbe who lived in the times of Rav Chaim Brisker 7"x1, and was 1991 not long after
the first World War. He had one primary function in life, and that was to feed Jews and to make as many hungry people as possible
satisfied." 372n' nwn ntya by internalizing some of the following fascinating tales, we will be on our way to excelling in this nTn.
Reb Yeshayaleh is known to have said, “All of the great tzadikim are j11on the |'TT '™, the secrets of secrets, before they blow
19iv. | have a different na1p. My emphasis is on |17, as in [iT27 N71 vaiwY. |iT) means hunger. One of the ni7'on that we are
779nn is “n%iy 7 1ian, satiate us. Fill us up. Don't leave us hungry.” That is my business on niwn WN1.”

Reb Shayaleh always had a busy kitchen. He and his Rebbitzen would literally cook all day long to provide for n'nnix who used to
pass by. Every naw 'xyin they would have a large cow shechted for their o'nix, and they themselves would walk between the
tables of their simple wayfarers, making sure that everything was to their guest’s liking. “A little bit more salt, Reb Mechal?” “Ah! You
don't like tomatoes, Moshe. How could | forget?” “Here, let me pour the soup for you.” That is how Reb Yeshayaleh and his Rebbitzen
would walk up and down the rows feeding the people.

Even though Reb Shayaleh’s main emphasis was on |iT)7 N71 vaiw?, that doesn’t mean that he wasn’t well up there when it came
to the secrets of secrets. One njwn WK, the time for 19iw ny'y7n arrived, and Reb Shayaleh was going up to the nn'a to blow
19iw. Suddenly, a whole flock of birds came flying in through the long open windows of the winTn n'a, and they were making a
terrible racket! People began chasing the birds. Finally, the people managed to shoo them out of the & n'a, and slam the
windows shut - but the birds wouldn’t fly away. They kept on banging their beaks and flapping their wings against the windows, as if
they were desperately trying to come into the winTn n'a. Reb Shayaleh didn’t seem to be disturbed by the commotion. He was
preparing himself to blow shofar. However, when it came time to blow, he tried blowing again and again, but no passable sound came
out of the shofar. Then, an interesting thing happened. Reb Shayaleh motioned that they should open the windows! Why Reb
Shayaleh would want the windows open they would never understand, but that's what their Rebbe wanted, so they opened the
windows - and all the birds came flying in right around the nn'a. Reb Shayaleh tried blowing again, and this time a beautiful, sweet,
powerful sound emanated from the shofar. After Reb Shayaleh finished blowing the shofar, he went over to the amud to daven musaf,
and the birds followed him. They huddled on a sill around the amud and remained there throughout the entire mussaf. After the last
Y'Tj, the birds flew out the window, and they disappeared into the sky. It was as if their job had been done. Whatever they wanted
had been achieved.

The people were stunned by this. After kiddush, one of Reb Shayaleh’s closer n'1'n'ym asked him, “Could the Rebbe please tell us
what the meaning of those birds was, obviously it was not v1ei9.” Reb Shayaleh nodded in acknowledgment. Of course, it wasn't
oo, Of course, something just happened over here. The Tn'7m pressed Reb Shayaleh, “Could the Rebbe perhaps share with the
people what the meaning of this was?” Reb Shayaleh answered: VW' X V7Y WT |V TN O] X U''T 1 OXI] TN LY
.ONT |V0'I 1¥ NT |"X. Not everything that one sees, and one knows, should be told. It's really not important for you to know this.

There are countless legends of Reb Shayaleh Keresztirer helping all sorts of Jews in need, and those legends didn’t miss even the
ears of people who weren't yet frum. One Shabbos, in the middle of davening, a taxi pulled up and people came into the ¥ na
requesting to speak to Reb Yeshayaleh. “We have a very difficult court case approaching,” they said. “We're Jewish, would Reb
Yeshayaleh be kind enough to extend some of his blessing to us?” Some of Reb Yeshayaleh’s n''inj was very insulted by this and
became outright angry! How dare these people have the chutzpa to pull up with a taxi into the courtyard of the Bais Medrash during
Shabbos davening!! Reb Yeshayaleh, on the other hand, didn’'t seem angry at all. He told his attendant to prepare a room for them
on the side of the Bais Medrash. Reb Yeshayaleh went in and said to them, “Here is some food. | want you to lay down and relax a
little bit from your trip. | cannot speak to you right now, when | will have a chance, | will come in to you.” The people were more than
satisfied with Reb Shayaleh’s smile and the way he treated them. They took advantage of the beds and the food on the table to rest
up a little bit. Meanwhile, the sound of n01n echoed from the neighboring room in the Bais Medrash.

Some of the 11ax were upset at Reb Shayaleh. They knew that Reb Yeshayaleh was known for an unbelievable amount of patience,
but this seemed to be going too far! He should have yelled at these people, and tossed them out on their heads. Even if they do not
adhere to the laws of Shabbos, they know what Shabbos is! It's such a chutzpa for them to drive right into the courtyard of the Bais
Medrash. Then again, who could say anything if Reb Yeshayaleh personally went out to make their beds, and prepare their food? As
Shabbos continued, the newcomers wandered around the Bais Medrash. They saw the rest of the Shabbos davening. They saw the
Shabbos tish. They saw the zemiros. It wasn’t until naw 'xyin that Reb Yeshayaleh went in to talk to them and hear what their

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Dial-A-Shiur, Tales of Tzadikim, Shiur #14
1]A Life of Truth



problem was. naw 'xxin, when he came into their room, he apologized for the long wait. Then he went on to explain to them what
MinD Ny on Shabbos is all about. What qo1m n'7'on signifies. He explained to them what the Shabbos table that they saw
and the zemiros they heard were all about. He repeated his n1im 127 to them. He passionately spoke about the n'anin of Shabbos,
the Shabbos food, the €93 n'on of Shabbos, and the n'n' N, He explained to them that he couldn’t come to them by nnn
because nnn is the greatest n'7'om of all week - and niTiweo wi'zy!!l Who can even talk about niTivo wi'7¢! He went on to
describe to them npy1T NN, the secrets of secrets, the greatest and highest time when a Jew is intoxicated with nwi1Tj. “You see,”
he concluded, “I simply couldn’t listen to you at that time.” Reb Shayaleh’s eloquent description of the beauty of Shabbos went straight
into their hearts. By the time he finished explaining to them why he couldn’t come earlier, they almost forgot about their own problems.
They were overwhelmed with the neirTy? that exuded from Reb Yeshayaleh and seemed to vibrate around them. “Now,” said Reb
Yeshayaleh, “now that | have explained to you what you have seen today, please tell me what your problem is.” They had to dig into
their memory banks to come back down to this world. Finally, one of them said, “Oh yes, our problem is our upcoming court case.”
Reb Yeshayaleh asked them, “Did you see the beauty of this Shabbos? If you promise me not to be naw 77nn, you will be successful
in this court case.” The people made the promise and left. They were successful in court, and they kept their promise to him.

Some of those chasidim who had nia'yv on Reb Yeshayaleh, later discussed how Reb Yeshayaleh handled the situation. If it was
up to them, they would have yelled “Sheygitz! Rasha! Out of here you n've/7! What kind of chutzpa is this?!” How would the people
have responded? They would have gotten right back into their taxi, on Shabbos, and driven home. They would have lit their candles,
and cooked their meals. That didn’t happen because Reb Yeshayaleh didn't yell or scream at them. He kept them there the entire
Shabbos. Because of that initial smile, piece of cake, and the warm hospitality that Reb Yeshayaleh showed “those n'9¥inn who
drove in with a taxi”, they stayed, and watched a true Shabbos seuda for the first time in their lives. Eventually, by Reb Yeshayaleh
asking forgiveness for the delay, they got a chance to hear what Shabbos is all about, and to feel it firsthand. They would never ride
in a taxi again. That would hardly have been the result had they been initially chased away.

The stories of Reb Yeshayaleh Keresztirer's n'nix nojn were legendary among Hungarian Jews, frum and non-frum alike. Even
amongst the goyim in his vicinity, they knew, this was someone very special. His house was always full of n'nix who wnn felt at
home. Once, a certain Yid walked in. Everyone knew that Yid, he liked a good glass of schnapps! Reb Yeshayaleh told him that he
could go down to the basement. “There is a special bottle of schnapps prepared just for you. Take as much as you want!” The man
went down to the basement, and being a little bit clumsy he tripped over the bottle and broke it. It was an extremely expensive bottle
of N09Y7 wd schnapps. Reb Yeshayaleh’s attendant heard the commotion and the broken glass downstairs. He came thundering
down the stairs, and when he saw what happened, he began to yell at this n1ix. “How clumsy could you be!? Do realize what you
just broke? Do you see how big that vat was?!” Then he came up to tell Reb Shayaleh what happened. Reb Shayaleh said, “Quickly
call the n1ix! He must be so frightened and hurt from the fall, and you went and yelled at him!” “Here’s a glass of schnapps,” he said
to the nix, “take as much as you want to settle down.”

When the price of schnapps would go up, Reb Shayaleh always used to instruct his people to give the Yidden passing by, and coming
in from the freezing night, not one glass of schnapps, but two. He explained, “If it's cheap, they can always pick up a glass on their
own from the local tavern, but if it's expensive they must have more, because they won't be able to get it on their own. The broken
Yidden wandering from town to town need the jim'n.”

One of Reb Yeshayaleh’s chasidim once received a letter from his Rebbe. The letter said: Someone is going to be passing by your
town, and he will stay by you. | want you to give him this letter from me. Enclosed was a letter from Reb Yeshayaleh addressed to
that mix. The weeks passed by, and the guest who was supposed to show up never came. The chosid decided to open the letter
to see what the Rebbe wrote for that intended guest. It was a very interesting letter. The letter begged that n1ix to come to Reb
Yeshayaleh for Pesach. “Please come!” Reb Yeshayaleh wrote, “I have prepared the special no9%7 12 schnapps that you love.”
Just then, the door opened up, and in walked that nnix! Wasting no time, the chosid handed the letter to him. The nnix read the
letter and he began to jump with joy! “The Rebbe has invited me for Pesach! | knew he wouldn't forget me! Ah! He has prepared for
me all the schnapps that | want!” He took a bottle out of his coat to celebrate, and he polished it right off! The chosid reasoned, this
man probably is not the drunk that he appears to be. He must be a hidden j7*7y who the Rebbe is requesting to join him for a seder.
The chosid decided that this is the only reasonable explanation. When he finally met his Rebbe Reb Shayaleh, he asked him about
it. Reb Shayaleh said, “No. He’s no lamed vavnik. He is what he appears to be, a 212w, When he starts drinking, he loses himself
completely, and he can get into the worst trouble. | was concerned that if he would be in a strange place for Pesach he would wind
up in some bar, and who knows! |'7x'7 Xx1nn! He may get into trouble! Maybe he will start eating ynn! | decided that the best thing
was to call him to my house for Pesach. This way, | give him all the schnapps that he wants, he gets taka drunk, but | know he’s not
2iw21 in any terrible n'10'x. That's how Reb Shayaleh treated and remembered anyone who passed through his midst. That
included the real n'j7*1¥ 17, or the other kind of people. The people that the only thing hidden about them may have been 36 bottles
of schnapps in their coat lining.

Rav Yeshayaleh was such a great and holy Rebbe and teacher, but it wasn't beneath him to walk between the rows of orchim
personally waiting on them. 42'2y |ar iniDT
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Continued from last week
How does our ayin tovah actually affect other people?

R’ Dessler writes that since all of Klal Yisroel is one guf and one neshamah, a person can be mashpia
something bad ch”v if they’re thinking something not good about another yid. Conversely, a person can
be mashpia true good on another member of Klal Yisroel by thinking good about them. Without saying a
word, just thinking positively can cause positive developments

We spoke specifically about how this applies to our children. Rebbetzin Neustadt spoke numerous times
how a mother has the ability to change her children based on her thoughts about them! | once learned
about a treatment for stuttering where a parent explains to the child what smooth speech is and then
provides feedback on their speech on a 5:1 ratio of positive to negative. We challenged ourselves: can we
provide five positive comments for every single negative comment. And to take this even further can we
go on to have five positive thoughts for every negative one? Try it and see how it affects you

How does ayin tovah lead towards giving?

A person with ayin tovah will be generous because she will be happy when others are benefitting. She will
know that whatever Hashem has given us is to benefit of other people, and she will look at herself as a
conduit of brachah. She will understand her own value and will not feel threatened by the brachos of
other people because she will understand that their abundance does not diminish her own. On the
contrary, she understands that all yidden are extensions of each other!

HaKadosh Boruch Hu is meitiv to us with an ayin tovah and wants us to benefit from His good. By giving
to others with an ayin tovah we emulate Hashem, Who wants us to bentch others and be generous with
our time, our possessions, and our knowledge. The more we emulate Hashem in this way, the greater our
shleimus and simcha!

What are some actions that we can use to help us develop this middah?

e R’ Avigdor Miller recommends giving out brachos. “Y’varech es bais yisroel!”. As you drive around,
bentch the inhabitants of the houses that you pass. As you encounter different people in your
day- during carpool, at the playground or at work, bentch them!

e When you daven, think about others when you say v’tze’etza’ei amcha bais yisroel. Daven for the
success of everybody’s children.



TEAMING

Ayin Tovah Moderator Wrap-Up
732-301-4043 opt 2-1-1-69

e One of the participants shared that in her classroom they have a refrain. Whenever something
goes wrong, they say, “but boruch Hashem....”
The shoresh of the word “ra” means broken (which we see from Tehillim “tero’eim b’shevet barzel.”)

When we see a broken piece of something, it appears damaged and incomplete. But when we see the

whole picture, we can see the good. Whenever we see something that appears to be ra, it’s really a broken
piece of the whole picture.
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What is the proper method of preparing baby cereal and a baby bottle
with formula?

—

Since the preparation of baby cereal and a baby bottle may involve a number of
Melochos, the following guidelines should be followed:

e To avoid kneading: Baby cereal whose preparation requires the
addition of water to the cereal should be prepared by switching the
usual order in which the ingredients are added; for example, by pouring
the water into the cereal or vice versa, in the reverse order than is
normally done.

—

e The mixture should be mixed with a knife or by using crisscross strokes.

e [f preparing a thick mixture (a texture that cannot be poured), the

‘ mixture should preferably be prepared before Shabbos, but may be
prepared on Shabbos if necessary; for example, if the baby is specifically
accustomed to eating a thick mixture and the mixture was not prepared
before Shabbos.

e To avoid cooking: One may not use water that is more than 110°F (yad
soledes) even from a kli sheini to prepare instant baby cereal that was
not precooked. This is because instant foods are very easily cooked and
preparing it may therefore be considered cooking even in a kli shlishi
(kalei habishul).

e Baby formula powder should not have water poured onto it directly
from an urn even if it was precooked. However, it may be added to a cup
of hot water from an urn (kli sheini). If the formula was not precooked,

! it should not be added to a cup of hot water from an urn but rather to

- another cup (a cup that had the water from the first cup added to it (kli

shlishi)

T, .. P ———————————

- ———— ey

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| am part of a group of a few women that get together in the Shul's Hall to prepare people’s
Kiddushim when there is a NNNW. The preparations can include selecting or sorting out
miniatures/plasticware. Do we have to do it right before the Kiddush will start, or can we set up
early enough to give ourselves time to go home and set up our own NITIYO?

QUESTION 2

| went down to a WITP in my Shul and started eating, when | got a message from my wife in the
Ladies Section that she didn’'t here WITp. Can | make WITP for her even though | already made for
myself?

QUESTION 3

We all came back from the WITj7 and are ready to start our NTIVO. Is there any |2V for me to make
WIT'P again before we start?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| took out a game for my kids to play and saw that the pieces were mixed together with pieces
from other games. Can | take out the pieces for the game we're about to play? What about
putting away the pieces of the other games?

Answer: Selecting pieces for a game out of a mixture of many pieces is a form of permitted " if
one plans on using them right away. Taking the “good” from the “bad” is allowed for immediate use.

However, to sort out the pieces for other games as well and put them away is a problem. Although
there is no “good” or “bad”, as the pieces are just being separated to be put away in their places, the
"IM"-0"YW ND7N 1IN writes that objects may not be sorted in any way for a later use. Rather, one
should put all the pieces away the way they are, without separating them.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

| was at a 12T DI?W on a rainy Friday Night and when | got up to leave, | saw that my coat was pushed
into the closet under many other coats. Can | push away the other coats to get mine?

Answer: At first glance, pushing away other coats seems to be 1112, as one is removing the “bad’-the
other coats, to get to the “good’-his coat. However, the "71DX7"-0™w N27N 1IN allows it, if two criteria
are met. The first is that the coats should just be layered one on top of the other, not actually mixed
up or intertwined with each other. This way, it isn't considered such a “mixture”, which takes care
partly of the 7111 issue. Secondly, one has to remove the other coats just for the purpose to get to
his, and not for any other reason (putting the other coats away etc.). This is termed "pI7'0 NT" and is
a lesser form of 1IA. When these two conditions are met, one may remove the other coats to get to
his. A similar example would be clothing layered in a drawer. One can remove the top layers to
reach the clothing on bottom, if they are merely sitting on top of each other and not mixed
together.

QUESTION 3

| have a mess of cutlery that needs to be put away (I'll be using it later). Can | put them away by
randomly taking one at a time and putting each in their place?

Answer: Taking cutlery from a pile to put them away is a form of 7113, similar to the case of Answer
1 where there is no “good” or “bad”, but there is a separation of types of cutleries. The fact that they
are being taken randomly should make no difference, as ultimately one is sorting out the mixture.
It therefore should not be done (although there are some D'poId that are lenient).

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Undercover
Part |1

Recap: Nosson, a bachur in a yeshiva far from
home, went every day to help an elderly man, Reb
Lemel, with various needs. After a while, he
began to wonder if Reb Lemel was hiding
something.

A year passed, and then two, then five. Nosson,
now eighteen years old, continued excelling in his
learning, earning a reputation as one of the best
bachurim in the yeshiva. But even as he grew and
matured, blossoming into an authentic talmid
chacham, his daily half-hour with Reb Lemel
continued to remain sacrosanct.

How Nosson relished the time he spent with Reb
Lemel, engaging in the special mitzvah of chesed.
The elderly man did not speak much, and in fact
grunted and groaned a lot, but this did not damper
Nosson’s zeal and enthusiasm.

He cared for Reb Lemel through a few winter
illnesses, spoon-feeding him at times and nursing
him back to health. He took him to the mikvah on
Fridays and helped him clean up after Shabbos,
making himself fully available to Reb Lemel for
whatever he needed during his half-hour visit
every day.

But even after so many months and years of
visiting Reb Lemel daily, Nosson was no closer
to uncovering the mystery surrounding the elderly
man. Each and every day, for five entire years, he
found Reb Lemel dozing off in front of his
tehillim whenever he came in, and he never failed
to wonder what the old man was hiding. But Reb
Lemel continued to guard his secret, stubbornly
maintaining his facade of a tired elderly man.

One day, after shiur, Nosson left the yeshiva and
went to Reb Lemel’s, as he did every day. This
time, like every time, Reb Lemel seemed to be
nodding off in front of his tehillim when Nosson
came in.

But then, for the first time in five years, the script
changed.

Reb Lemel, who usually didn’t utter a word other
than grunting “Oy, oy,” over and over, began to
speak. “Nosson,” he said, his voice brisk and his
tone serious. “Tonight, I am leaving this world,
and I want you to do me a favor.”

Nosson’s eyes widened. “Please, Reb Lemel,
don’t talk like that,” he chided.



Reb Lemel brushed him off. “Listen, Noson. This
Is very serious. Tonight, | am going to be leaving
the world, and I need to tell you something. Are
you listening?”

“I’m listening,” Nosson quickly said.

“Behind my house, there is a small shack,” Reb
Lemel said quietly, and Nosson had to strain to
hear him. “In the corner of the shed, you’ll see a
pile of sand and rags. Move everything away from
the corner until you reach the cobblestone floor
under the layer of dirt. Dig up the corner stone and
under that will be a box. In that box is a
tremendous amount of money.”

Nosson nodded, torn between doubting the
unbelievable story and trusting the elderly man
whom he had come to know and love.

Reb Lemel continued. “I want you to divide the
money into three. One third of the money belongs
to you, to keep. One third of the money should be
put back beneath the stone, with the dirt and rags
shoveled on top. And the final third should be
given to Velvel.”

“Velvel? Who is Velvel?”’ Nosson asked. Did Reb
Lemel have a son whom he did not know about?

“Velvel the Watercarrier,” Reb Lemel responded,
as though this was the most obvious thing in the
world.

“Where does he live?” Nosson wanted to know.
He had never heard of this VVelvel before.

“You’ll find him, don’t worry,” Reb Lemel
assured him, not answering his question. He
seemed to be in a hurry to finish giving Nosson
his instructions before the bachur had to leave,
and he hastened to move on. “Please be here
tonight thirty minutes before chatzos. Don’t tell

anyone that | told you that I will be leaving this
world until shortly before chatzos. Then | want
you to gather a minyan to be with me when my
soul departs.”

The talk of death was making the young bachur
uncomfortable. “Reb Lemel—" he tried to
interject.

But the old man just continued talking. “I am not
just giving you the money for free; | want
something in exchange. | want you to be the one
to say kaddish for me, Nosson. Every day, for one
year, you should say kaddish and learn mishnayos
for me. And every year, you must keep my
yartzeit- you, and vyour children, and your
children’s children, for fifty years. That is what I
am asking from you in exchange for the money.
And it’s a lot of money.”

“l am just a bachur, still unmarried,” Nosson
hurried to say. “I don’t have children yet, and |
don’t want to be pulled into business now.”

“You’ll give the money to your rebbi, Rav
Laizer,” Reb Lemel said. “He’ll put it away for
you until you get married. And of course, you
should keep the whole matter quiet so that you
don’t have thieves walking off with part of your
wealth. But don’t forget to give a third to Velvel
and to put a third back where it came from.”

“Please, Reb Lemel, don’t talk like this,” Nosson
pleaded. He began pacing the room nervously.
Reb Lemel was old, and probably senile, but what
if he really was speaking the lucid truth?

“You can go now,” Reb Lemel said suddenly.
“But please be back a half-hour before chatzos.
You’ll light a candle and call in ten men, and then,
as is customary, you’ll open a window. That is
when my neshamah will leave me. And you’ll



ensure that 1 am buried according to halachah,
Nosson?”

Nosson left Reb Lemel’s house completely
shaken. For the remainder of the day, he could not
concentrate on his Gemara. His thoughts kept
wandering to Reb Lemel, and the frightening
conversation they’d had. Something about the
expression in Reb Lemel’s eyes told him that the
elderly man knew what he was talking about, and
he knew that he needed to obey the man’s
directive.

He had had never watched a person die, and the
thought of being with Reb Lemel during the time
that his soul left his body filled Nosson with
apprehension. Inside, he was an absolute mess,
unable to eat or learn or even hold a proper
conversation with his chavrusah. As the clock
ticked closer to chatzos, his stomach clenched
tighter and tighter.

About an hour before chatzos, he was too wound
up to remain in the bais medrash. He stood up and
began pacing the streets, which were,
unsurprisingly for that hour, deserted. Briefly,
Nosson wondered how he would manage to
cobble together a minyan if Reb Lemel’s
instructions turned out to be necessary.

Another fifteen minutes passed. Twenty minutes.
Twenty-five minutes. Nosson turned in the
direction of Reb Lemel’s home, wondering if it
would indeed be the last time he would be
walking on that familiar route. By the time he
reached Reb Lemel’s small cottage, his entire
body seemed to be vibrating nervously, and no
matter how hard he tried to calm down, he simply
couldn’t relax.

He found Reb Lemel lying in bed, his eyes closed.
Nosson pulled over a chair and sat down, and

suddenly, he just knew in his heart that Reb Lemel
had been speaking the truth. The old man’s face
was pale, and his breathing was heavy. Nosson
just sat and watched him, to terrified to utter a
word.

A few minutes before chatzos, Reb Lemel opened
his eyes. “Is the minyan here?” he asked weakly.
“And can you please open the window?”

Nosson shot of his chair in fright and hastened to
open the window. He ran outside to try to find a
minyan of men, but all he saw was one lone
passerby making his way down the street.
“Excuse me! Excuse me, Reb Yid!” he called to
the passing man.

The man turned around and squinted in the
moonlight. “Yes?”

The breath he didn’t even realize he’d been
holding whooshed out of Nosson. “I need you for
a minyan. Please, can you come inside?”

“A minyan now?” the man was surprised. “For
what?”

“Please, just come,” Nosson begged. “I’m going
to find more people to make up the minyan.”

He ran down the street and turned right, but there
were no more people outside. Urgently, he turned
around and began running in the opposite
direction, but found no better luck there. Before
continuing to search, he went into Reb Lemel’s
house to check on the elderly man, and to his
horror, he discovered that during his absence, Reb
Lemel’s soul had returned to its Maker.

Nosson let out a piercing scream, a wail of pain
and sorrow. Reb Lemel had passed away! Reb
Lemel, the elderly man whom he’d cared for so
devotedly for five years, was gone! Nosson felt



something within him shrivel, as though Reb
Lemel had carved a piece of his heart and taken it
along with him when he’d left This World.

Reb Lemel was gone, and he, Nosson, hadn’t
managed to fulfill his elderly friend’s final desire.
Nosson tore his shirtfront in mourning and burst
into anguished tears. “Reb Lemel was niftar!” he
cried, running through the streets. “The elderly

"’

shochet, Reb Lemel, passed away

The levaya took place the following morning. It
was a small, though somber, event. A few
neighbors and some of Reb Lemel’s customers
took the morning off of work to attend the funeral,
along with the local rav, a few elderly men who’d
been Reb Lemel’s friends, and of course, Nosson.

Nosson, who was arguably the closest to Reb
Lemel from all the attendees, led the procession
to the cemetery. Walking respectfully behind the
wagon containing the aron of Reb Lemel, he was
overcome with memories of his time together
with the deceased. Tears welled in the corners of
his eyes.

As the small crowd reached the cemetery gates,
the sound of breathless running caused all heads
to turn. A white-haired pauper, dressed in torn,
tattered attire, ran right up onto the wagon,
panting. Standing beside the aron of the deceased
Reb Lemel, he tore kriyah and burst into
heartrending sobs.

“Who is that?” Nosson whispered to the man
standing near him, a neighbor of Reb Lemel. In
all his years of visiting Reb Lemel, he’d never
seen this man before.

“That’s Velvel, Velvel the watercarrier,” the
neighbor murmured back. “I have no idea how he

knows Reb Lemel. As far as | know, they had
nothing to do with each other.”

Nosson gave a little jump. Velvel the
watercarrier! That was the man to whom Reb
Lemel had instructed that he give one-third of his
money. Velvel was sobbing uncontrollably, his
eyes ringed in a dark scarlet, and Nosson
committed his face to memory. Later, after the
levayah, he planned to dig up the money and give
Velvel his fair share.

Reb Lemel’s coffin was brought into the cemetery
and he was lowered into the waiting grave. Raw
earth was shoveled on top, sealing off the kever,
and the customary tehillim was recited. Nosson
prepared to take leave of the elderly man who had
been such an integral part of his life for five entire
years.

Then the pauper who had been identified as
Velvel threw himself onto the freshly dug grave.
Twin rivers of tears flowed nonstop from his eyes,
drenching the grave beneath him. He was simply
not able to get back to himself.

Nosson could not help but wonder about the
relationship between Reb Lemel and Velvel. It
was clear to him that they had been exceedingly
close. There was no other explanation for the
overflow of tears that Velvel could not stop
shedding. And considering the inheritance Reb
Lemel had left for him, it was the only thing that
made sense.

But how did the two come to become so close,
and why didn’t anyone seem to know about it?

Contemplative, he stepped back from the
gravesite, ready to leave the cemetery. Just then,
however, another man came running up to Reb
Lemel’s kever. He was wearing only one shoe, his



peyos flapping wildly in the wind. Nosson
watched in astonishment as he threw himself
down on the grave, his tears mingling with
Velvel’s.

Before Nosson could even start wondering about
his identity, a third pauper joined the pair on the
ground, his weeping equally intense. Then a
fourth and a fifth man came running in, crying out
in mournful anguish. The torrent of tears from the
five paupers, who simply could not stop crying,
collected into a puddle the size of the kever itself.

Nosson observed the strange scene, unable to
grasp what he was seeing. Who were these men?
How were they connected to Reb Lemel? He had
never seen such a display of mourning before.

Deep in thought, Nosson left the cemetery and
returned to his yeshiva, where he recited kaddish
for Reb Lemel, just as the elderly man had
requested. Since Reb Lemel did not have any
living blood relatives, there was no shivah, and
Nosson settled back into the regular yeshiva
sedarim.

When he stopped by Reb Lemel’s home the next
day during the his ‘regular’ half-hour, he
discovered that the rav had instructed for Reb
Lemel’s possessions to be sold and the money
donated to the poor. Since Reb Lemel didn’t own
much, just a table and some chairs, his bed, and
his shechitah knife, they didn’t expect it to take
too long to liquidate his assets.

“We’ll sell the house, too, and the land,” the rav’s
representative explained to Nosson as the two
carried the table together out of the small cottage.
“That will hopefully bring in a nice amount of
money, and we’ll be able to support local widows
for a while.”

“I’m sure Reb Lemel will be appreciative of those
merits,” Nosson said, his eyes tearing up at the
memory of the elderly man.

As he walked back to yeshiva, he thought about
his final conversation with Reb Lemel. I'll need
to dig up the money soon, he realized. If they re
selling the house, I'd better get to it as soon as
possible.

He wasn’t sure if it was wiser to come for the
money during the day, when the natural sunlight
would make it easier to locate the treasure, or at
night, when he was less likely to be noticed by
others. After some thought, however, he decided
it would be safer to retrieve it at night. He did not
want to risk being noticed, lest people think he
was a thief. After all, he did not have a will
proving that he was to inherit one third of the
money, and people were unlikely to trust his word
alone.

Later that night, after night seder, when the rest of
the bachurim went to sleep, Nosson took a lantern
and went to Reb Lemel’s cottage. Quietly, so as
not to awaken the neighbors, he tiptoed behind the
house into the shed. As Reb Lemel had said, the
shack was filled with junk.

Nosson rested the lantern on a rickety table that
stood against one wall of the shack and used both
hands to clear away large piles of trash from the
corner where Reb Lemel had said the treasure
would be. He encountered a pile of rags, and that,
too, he moved away. Then came dirt and sand,
and he used a broom to sweep it to the side. At
last, he came up to the cobblestones lining the
floor of the shed.

Crouching down on his haunches, Nosson pried
the corner cobblestone out with his fingers. Being
loose, it came away easily, uncovering a gaping



cavity in the floor. He stood up and brought over
the lantern, shining the light into the hole.

Nosson bit his lip to stifle the cry of surprise that
came to his lips. The pit was large and deep, and
it was filled to the brim with priceless jewels and
gold bars. Never had he’d imagined that the
unassuming and elderly shochet was so
fantastically wealthy!

It took a long time for Nosson to transfer all the
valuables from the hole to the table, and when he
finally finished, he could not believe the enormity
of the inheritance Reb Lemel had left over.
Spread out over the entire table, it was worth even
more than it had appeared piled up in the cavity
in the ground.

The minutes were ticking, and so Nosson worked
quickly, dividing the treasure into three. When
everything was divided equally, he returned one-
third of the valuables to the pit and covered it back
up, first with the stone, then with the sand, then
with the rags, and then with the trash.

He found a large, heavy piece of material lying
amidst the junk, and he used a sharp stone to tear
it in two. Spreading the material out on the table,
he filled each square with one-third of the treasure
and tied both of them up like bundles. They were
heavy, the bundles, and with effort, he lifted them
both, along with the lantern, and left the shack.

A sudden thought overwhelmed the eighteen-
year-old bachur. Overnight, he had become a
millionaire.

To be continued...
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Volume One of the new curriculum series is
NOW available for Schools to purchase.
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Call/email now to reserve your books while
supplies last.
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PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

EVERY FRIDAY RAV ELIYAHU, THE FATHER OF THE
BEN ISH CHAI, WOULD &IVE EACH ONE OF HIS
CHILOREN SOME MONEY TO 8UY NUTS, FRUITS,

ONE WEEK... YOSEF CHAIM'S SISTER NOTICED HIM WALKING
TO THE MARKETPLACE TO 8UY TREATS FOR SHABBAT...

AND TREATS FOR THEMSELVES, IN ORDER TO
B8E ABLE TO COMPLETE ONE HUNDRED BRACHOT
EVERY SHABBAT.

YOSEF CHAIM,
WHERE ARE YOUR
TREATS?

I FINISHED ALL
THE TREATS THAT I
B8OUEGHT, ABBA,

TO HER SURPRISE, YOSEF CHAIM WENT TO THE BAKER
AND BOUGHT SOME CHALLOT AND PITOT, HE THEN PUT
THEM IN A BASKET TOGETHER WITH A FEW GROCERIES. |

HMM... T WONDER
WHERE HE'S GOING...

T'VE NEVER SEEN HIM

EATING THE TREATS. IT'S IMPOSSIBLE
THAT HE EATS HIS SHABBAT TREATS BEFORE
EVERYONE, EVERY SINGLE SHABBAT!/ T SHALL

FOLLOW HIM AND FIND OUT WHAT HE IS A
REALLY UP TO!

YOSEF CHAIM WALKED QUICKLY TO THE
POOR NEIGHBORHOOD AND APPROACHED
THE HOUSE OF A POOR, ELDERLY WOMAN.

THANK YOU! YOU ARE
50 KIND! MAY T BLESS
YOU WITH ALL YOUR HEART'S
DESIRES!

THE NEXT SHABBAT:

HAVE YOU
AGAIN FINISHED YOUR
TREATS EARLY, MY
SON?

ABBA, LET ME
SHARE WITH YOU
WHAT I SAW THIS EREV
SHABBAT....

MY SON, IF
ONLY I HAD KNOWN YOUR
KINDNESS... I WOULD HAVE
GIVEN YOU TWICE AS MUCH

EACH WEEK!

YOSEF CHAIM'S SISTEQ TOLD HER ABBA ALL ABOUT YOSEF
CHAIM’S BUYING FOOD FOR THE POOR ELDERLY WOMAN.
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SHIMSHON

D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DoviID PINCUS ZT'"L

" THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF fnM3 917 13 3py» Anmi 517 j3 98>,
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH

Mortal Danger
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The entire congregation raised their voices loudly and the people cried on that night.
All the people of Yisrael complained against Moshe and Aharon. (Bemidbar 14:1-2)

The Torah tells us a really awesome message here For just one reason. Because He hates us. That’s
about the Meraglim and their complaints against what they said! This is why He carried us on eagles’
Hashem. We can all learn a lesson from it to be wings, to bring us to a land flowing with milk and
applied in daily life. honey, whose fabulous fruits were right there before

Let’s zero in on this important detail: their very eyes. What was all of this for? “To place

WP 7 DKID2 IR DPYAKD 39M us in the hand of the Amorites to destroy us.” That’s

DOI¥n ¥IRN 0¥ - “You complained
perniciously in your tents, saying, ‘Hashem
took us out of the land of Egypt because Indeed, the reaction of the people to the
He hates us.”! Meraglim’s report sounds so ridiculous, but what

what they said. It’s hard to get it. How could they
even cook up such a crazy explanation?

about us? What do we do every day? A person lives

This is really astounding. Hashem took us out of 4, 17, ches world, he has health, he has parnassah,

Mitzrayim with open miracles. He split the Sea for .., family, he has thousands of good things in

us, He fed us Mo, He supplied all our needsin the ;¢ And when something happens, let’s see what he

Midbar in a most wondrous way.

And why did He do all this?

says.

It might be something little, like he is running to

the bank to take care of some business before closing
1 Devarim 1:27.



hours, and just as he rushes up, huffing and pufhing,
the door locks.

It might be something more serious, such as
suffering a loss, whether it be in gashmiyus or in
ruchniyus. Or maybe he or a family member falls ill.

What conclusion jumps up in his mind? It looks
like Hashem doesn’t love me. That’s what he thinks.

That’s what the parshab is about. And it teaches
us not just how silly it is to think that way, but also
how dangerous it can be.

They all cried that night. Chazal say “that night”
was the night of Tishah bAv.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to them: You cried a
needless cry; I will set for you a crying for generations
on this night.?

This is when it was decreed that Beis Hamikdash
will eventually be destroyed and the Jewish people
will go into exile among the nations of the world.

The Midyash compares this to a king who brought
a person in to be judged, and the person was so
distraught that he bitterly blurted out the harsh
punishment he thought the king would give him. The
king said to him: What you said is what I decree upon
you. What you said is what will happen to you.?

What'’s the point of the Midrash?

If you think the king is so cruel and mean that
you imagine he will do such and such to you, then
that’s what you will get.

We are the same way. Every morning, when we
recite Ahavah Rabbah, we bless Hashem for His
great love of us. Then, in Modim, we thank Him for
our lives that are in His hands, and for the miracles
He does for us every day, and for His constant acts

2 Taanis 29a.
3 Midrash Tanchuma Shelach 12.

of kindness. But afterward, during the course of
the day, when something happens, it is common to
forget all this, and starting thinking, “Hashem must
be angry with me””

Don’t fall into this way of thinking. It’s a false
narrative. Don’t be like the distraught man in the
above-mentioned Midrash.

And the biggest mistake of all: usually, what we
are complaining about so bitterly is in fact very good
for us.

That’s how it was with the Meraglim. They
complained that Y% 70X INY 72 1372V WK YN
X177 72w nPox — “The land we passed through is
aland that devours its inhabitants.”* Chazal explain
why they said this: everywhere they went, they saw

funerals.
So was this good or bad?

They thought it was bad. People are dying all
the time over here. But in fact, it was good, because
Hashem caused a lot of funerals to take place just as
they were spying out the land, so the locals will be
busy mourning for their dear departed loved ones,
and won’t notice that there are twelve spies walking
around.

It’s like this with us, too. How many times did
something happen that you thought was bad, and
it turned out in the end to be very good? There are
so many wonderful stories about cases like this. We
need to remember this during difficult moments, to
know that Hashem loves us dearly and always. The
biggest danger is forgetting that Hashem loves us.

If a person remembers Hashem’s love for him
even in the difficult moments, that love will always
accompany him, and all his troubles will transform
into blessings and good news. ®

4 Bereishis 13:32.
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The Best Buy

(7%, 72TNI) NYOY DY WY

They shall make #zitzis for themselves. (Bemidbar 15:38)

We don’t really know how to decide which
mitzvos are more “important.” We must do them all.

Chazal said:

Be as careful about a light mitzvab as
about a severe mitzvah, because you don’t

know what reward the mitzvos bear.!

Nevertheless, there are certain mitzvos that we
know to be especially important, and the Torah
exhorts us especially to keep them.

One of these is #zitzis, mentioned at the end of
this week’s parshab, about which Chazal say that it
is equal to all the mitzvos put together.? There are a
lot of other teachings of Chazal that emphasize how
important this mitzvah is, and what a great reward

we will receive for keeping it.

If you are smart, you will take mitzvos:

nixn NP> 1% 0on - The wise of heart

will take mitzvos.®

And this saying applies especially to the mitzvah
of tzitzis.

How so?

A person should approach mitzvos as would a
smart businessman. When you are in business, you
want to buy cheap and sell expensive. That’s how you
make money. So a good businessman has an eye out
for this kind of merchandise.

Accordingly, zzitzis is a really good buy. Some
mitzvos entail a considerable financial layout. What

do a good pair of zefillin cost?

1 Pirkei Avos 2:1.
2 Nedarim 25b.
3 Mishlei 1:8.

But not tzitzis.

It is so easy! It just costs a few dollars, and once
you put the #zi#zis on, you earn a great mitzvah every
moment you wear them, even if you aren’t thinking
about it. It’s like making a one-time investment of
a few dollars in a business that doesn’t take time,
effort or further thought, and it registers profits not
just once a year but every single moment of the day.
It will add up to millions.

Who wouldn’t invest in such a business? Either
someone who is totally stupid, or someone who
doesn’t believe, and the second is worse than the
first.

The Yetzer Hara knows all this, so he tries hard to
keep people from doing the mitzvah. For those not
yet used to wearing zitzis, he puts the idea into their
head that it is hard and uncomfortable, especially
during the summer. This is silly. People wear shirts
and undershirts anyways. Adding a light za//is katan
made from thin cotton makes hardly any difference

atall. Itis easy to get used to, and it is worth millions!

For those who wear rzitzis regularly, the Yerzer
Hara has a different trick. He lets them get so used
to it that they don’t pay attention to their rzitzis
anymore, and sooner or later, some of the strings
tear or break, and then the person is wearing a four-
cornered garment without valid #zitzis. So instead
of a mitzvah every moment, it is an aveirah every

moment.

Tzitzis is a very precious mitzvah and we need
to pay proper attention to it. “He who is careful to

tulfill the mitzvah of tzitzis will merit greeting the
Shechinah.™ o

4 Menachos 43b.
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They defamed the land that they spied out... “The land that we passed through to spy
it out is a land that devours its inhabitants.” (Bemidbar 13:32)

“Devours its inhabitants” — [ They said:] Every place we passed through, we found them
burying the dead. However, Hakadosh Baruch Hu did it for their good, so the Canaanites

would be occupied with mourning and not pay attention to the Spies. (Rashz)

The King of Lashon Hara

This story of how the Meraglim defamed Eretz
Yisrael teaches us an important principle about
lashon hara.

Everything the Spies saw in the Land was done
by Hakadosh Baruch Hu for their sake, for their
own good. Hashem busied the Canaanites with
burying people so they won’t notice the Meraglim
walking around. How did the Meraglim interpret
this? For the bad. They said it “is a land that devours
its inhabitants.” In other words, it is a bad country
where lots of people die. They did the same with the
fabulous fruit of Eretz Yisrael; they put a negative
spin on it. They said nwn M9, “Its fruit is
abnormal,” as Rashi explains.

This is what lashon hara does. It focuses on the
bad and ignores the good. We find this idea expressed

elsewhere as well. For instance, Chazal say:

No one knew how to speak lashon hara
like Haman did.!

Haman was the king of lashon hara. Chazal
explain what he said about the Jewish people.

man — “Scattered.” The Jews are scattered among
the nations of the world. 71910 — “Separated.” Lest
you think there is some benefit from them, I am

1 Megilah 13b.

telling you that they are like a 17999, a mule, which
does not reproduce. oY Yon mnw oPnT - “And
their laws are different from those of all peoples.”
They don’t eat our food and they don’t intermarry.
DWW DX TON1 ONT NXY - “And they do not keep
the king’s laws.” The whole year long they say, “Today
it’s Shabbos [so we don’t work]; today it’s Pesach [so
we don’t work].” omaah mw pr 79N - “And it
is not worthwhile for the king to maintain them.
When they eat and drink, they show disrespect to
the kingdom. If a fly would fall into the cup [of
wine] of a Jew, he would throw out the fly and drink
the cup. But if your highness, the king, would touch
the cup [of wine] of a Jew, he would spill on the floor
and not drink it.

Haman spoke disparagingly about the mizzvos
that the Jewish people do, and Chazal describe what

he said as lashon hara.

But technically, everything he said was true.
Lashon hara is, after all, when one says the truth,
[because speaking falsechood is usually called 72022
sheim ra, slander]. Haman said Tnx oy nw -
“There is one people.” This is true. He said that the
Jews are scattered and separated among the nations.
True. He said that their laws are different from those
of other peoples. Again true. He said they don’t keep
the king’s laws. Very true: when a Jew is asked to do
something on Shabbos or Yom Tov, he simply won’t
do it.



And when Haman said, “It is not worthwhile

for the king to maintain them,” this was Haman’s
conclusion. It was not the actual lzshon hara on

which his conclusion was based.

The thing that is hard to understand is why
Haman’s comments are defined as lashon hara at all.
What was disparaging in what he said? Ostensibly,
he showered praises on the Jews. It is good to be
“one people.” Similarly, we readily admit that we are
different from other peoples. We are not ashamed of
that in the least.

If so, where do we find an element of lashon hara
in what Haman said? What brought Chazal to

crown him as the king of lashon hara?

Perhaps it was Haman’s claim that every time a
Jew is asked to do something, he has an excuse, and
says it is Shabbos today or it is Pesach today? This
is all true, and we are proud of it, too, that we have
such wonderful holidays and that we feel we are 12
1710, free men. Where is the lashon hara in it?

Yet, Chazal clearly say that no one knew how to
speak lashon hara as effectively as Haman did. The

explanation is as follows.

Focus is Everything

Everyone in the world has good points and not-

so-good points. The question is what we focus on.

Sefer Chovos Halevavos describes the trait of
humility, and explains that it entails seeing the other

person as better than oneself:

If the other person is wiser than I am,
I would say, “He fears G-d more than I
do, thanks to his greater wisdom.” And
if he has less wisdom that I do, I will say
that his reckoning on the day of judgment
will be lighter than mine, because I
transgress knowingly, while he transgresses

unknowingly.

If he is older than me, I say that he has

more merits than I do, because he came to

the world before me. And if he is younger
than me, I say that his sins are less than
mine.

If he is equal to me in age and wisdom,
I say, “Perhaps his heart is more devoted to
G-d than mine is, because I know the sins I
have already committed, and I don’t know
his”

In this way, I always honor the other

person and show deference to him.?

R. Yisrael Salanter asked how is it possible to
live that way, with such thoughts? Is a person really

expected to think that everyone is better than
himself?

He answered based on the idea that a certain
thing, a certain point that you see in the other
person, makes an impression on you, and you
naturally focus on that point.

Let’s say you see someone do a misdeed. And
this someone is greater in Torah learning than you
are. So you naturally conclude that he commits
misdeeds deliberately, whereas if you commit a
misdeed, you consider it unintentional. Why did
you come to such a conclusion? Because he is a big
talmid chacham and it is inappropriate for him to act
in such a way. But you are not so learned, so it’s not
so terrible if you do these things. Thus you naturally
conclude that you are better than him.

Now let’s switch the scenario. You meet someone
who is less learned than you are. You naturally
conclude that you are better than him, because you
are a much greater talmid chacham.

What happened? Why did your outlook change
to just the opposite?

The answer is when you are a greater talmid
chacham, that is the point that makes an impression
on you, so you naturally focus on it. You push the
other factor into the background. You don’t think
about how his sins are unintentional and yours are
deliberate.

2 Chovos Halevavos 6:10.




The following allegory illustrates this point

beautifully. Ten people grab hold of an elephant, and
cach one says something different about the object
he is holding on to. One grabs hold of a leg and says,
“It is a stick of wood.” Another grabs hold of a tooth
and said, “It is a sword.”

Whois right? They are all right. It’s just a question
of what you look at.

This is how lashon hara works, [and, by contrast,
this is how the trait of humility works]. Every
person has good points and not-so-good points. The
question is what you concentrate on, what you give
more weight to.

David Hamelech’s Lame and Blind Enemies

There is a wonderful example of this in Zanach.

AN 0D AN 9D RIAT ORI TIT KN
T WO KIW MY NX) D07 NXI —
David said on that day, “Whoever strikes a
Jebusite... and the lame and the blind hated
by David’s soul.”

The Commentators explain that in that period,
the Philistines did not fear the Jewish people. Why?
Because Avraham Avinu swore to Avimelech their
predecessor that for four generations, Avraham’s
descendants will not harm the Philistines. And there
was an old man still alive who belonged to those four
generations. As longas this man lived, the Philistines
knew the Jewish people cannot harm them, so they
allowed themselves to make fun of the Jewish people

and of their holy forefathers.

To this end they made two statues, one of a lame
man, to belittle Yaakov Avinu, who limped after
his encounter with Eisav’s ruling angel. The second
statue was of a blind man, to belittle Yitzchak, whose
eyes dimmed in his old age. About these statutes it
was said, “The lame and the blind hated by David’s

soul.”

3 I Shmuel 5:8.

I don’t know why David Hamelech hated them,
but I will tell you why I hate them.

I, too, learned Chumash, and even so, until I
came to this verse in Sefer Shmuel, I never knew that
Yaakov was lame and that Yitzchak was blind. I saw
many blind people in the course of my life, and I
also was aware of the teaching of Chazal that when
Yitzchak was bound on the altar, at the Akeidah, the
angels cried and their tears fell into his eyes, and as a
result, he became blind in his old age.  knew all this.
But I never realized that Yitzchak Avinu could be
described as a “blind man.” I simply never pictured
him this way.

Similarly, I knew that Yaakov wrestled with the
angel and came out limping on his thigh. But when
I saw a lame person in the street, I never associated
this with Yaakov Avinu’s image.

Only when I saw this pasuk, that the Plishtim
made fun of Yitzchak and Yaakov, Yitzchak because
he was blind and Yaakov because he was lame — then
I realized that this was indeed their nature, as seen
from the perspective of the Philistines.

Now | ask you: weren’t the Plishtim right?
Yitzchak surely was blind, and Yaakov surely limped.

However, only those “hated by David’s soul”
would characterize Yitzchak and Yaakov that way,
because it all depends on what you look at. You can
look at Yitzchak Avinu or at Yaakov Avinu and say,
“Astounding! He is one of the four legs holding
up the Merkavah, the Heavenly Chariot!” Or you
could look at Yaakov and say, “Oh, it’s just a limping
man,” and at Yitzchak and say, “It’s just a blind man.”
And no one can deny it is true.

This is lashon hara.

A Very Tidy Bridegroom

I will tell you a story that happened to me.

I once was acquainted with a certain chasan and
kallah. The chasan was one of the cleanest and tidiest
people I knew. I never saw a stain on his clothing,
He was also remarkably refined of nature.

The day before the wedding, the kallah came to
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me, crying. She doesn’t know what to do, she just

found out that the chasan is not what she thought...
What happened?

It turned out that the brother of the £allah, who
was far from the Torah world, didn’t want his sister
to marry a ben Torah. So he came to his sister and
told her, “Do you want to know what kind of person
your chasan is? Come and I will show you how he

cats!”
Do you get the story?

Every person, if you catch him in the middle of a
physical activity such as eating, is not going to look
very refined and uplifted. Almost anyone, if you
stand next to his kitchen window and watch him eat

supper, will appear a bit unsavory.

This brother was not lying. He simply pointed to
the person’s weak point and emphasized it, a point
that most people have, if not all people. This typifies

lashon hara.

Thus Chazal said Haman was the king of lashon
hara. They meant that no one knew as well as he
how to take the most beautiful thing there is and
show its negative side. Speaking good means to see
the good side. To see that the other person is wiser
than me, or more refined of nature than me. Lashon
hara means to grab hold of the weak point and say,
“Look how disgusting!”

Let us learn to focus on the good in things we see
and in people we encounter.

Amazingly Good

On a deeper level, people commonly think that
T2y 20Y XA YT Y3, “Whatever the Merciful
One does is for the good,” means that even when
Hashem punishes, in the end it will be for the
good. It is worthwhile for a person to accept this
punishment for whatever reason, for instance, that
it will enable him to go to Olam Haba.
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Let’s talk about this. After all, there is such a
thing as Divine punishment. There is such a thing

as Din.

The deeper understanding is that everything
Hashem created in His world, including judgment
and din, is amazingly for the good. Not that it brings
something good in its wake, not that we can find
some positive aspect in it, but that it really is good.
This is something wondrous. There are two things
here that contradict each other, but they both are
true. It is bad and good at the same time.

This is why, in this world, we say Baruch Dayan
Haemesonbad news. We don’tsay Hatov vehaMeitiv,
because it is an act of din. It is punishment. It is
something bad; it is darkness. But at the same time,

in a wondrous way, it is good!

As long as we can’t grasp this, we say Baruch
Dayan Haemes. Because only in the future will it be
revealed to us how Baruch Dayan Haemes itself is
Hatov vebhaMeitiv. It’s not that we were mistaken.
We are right; something bad happened. It’s that the
bad thing is, at the same time, something good. But

we can’t grasp this here in this world.

When Moshe asked Hashern what Name to tell
the Jewish people, Hashem said, “Do you wish to
know My Name?” I have a lot of different modes
of action. But I will tell you something that is the
internal aspect, the root of everything: 9wy -7
1-nx. “I will be what I will be.”

In other words, the truth will be revealed in
the future, and then you will understand how
everything Hashem did is good. And Rashi explains
how, in a certain sense, it is true even now. “T will
be’ with them in this trouble.” All the troubles that
Hashem brings upon a person are indeed troubles,
but wondrously, with all the troubles, Hashem is
here with him.

This is ernunah. o
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