Rabbi Pinches Friedman
Parshas Bamidbar - Shavuos 5784
Translation by Dr. Baruch Fox

The Fantastic Relationship between Parshas Bamidbar and Chag HaShavuos

We Receive the Torah Anew Annually on Chag HaShavuos
to Reveal the Portions of the Torah
that Remained Concealed in the Mouth of HKB”H

We always read parshas Bamidbar on the Shabbas
kodesh preceding Chag HaShavuos—‘zman matan
toraseinu.” In the words of the Shulchan Aruch (O.C.
428, 4): "naxynmiporoaatas nwna pup ey, The source for
thispracticeisthecommentary of Tosafosonthe Gemara
(Megillah 31b) related to the practice instituted by Ezra
HaSofer for Jews to read the “tochachah” in parshas
Bechukosai prior to Shavuos and the “tochachah” in
parshas Ki Savo prior to Rosh HaShanah. The rationale
for this is: "mmbYp1 mwn absnw »1>'—so that the year
will end along with its curses. This applies because
Chag HaShavuos represents the Rosh HaShanah for
the fruits of the tree (R.H. 16a).

Tosafos explain that we intersperse parshas
Bamidbar between parshas Bechukosai and Chag
HaShavuos to separate the curses from the festival
we call Atzeres. |In other words, parshas Bamidbar
constitutes an iron barrier between the “tochachah” in
parshas Bechukosai and the Rosh HaShanah for the
fruits of the tree.

Chag HaShavuos Is the Day of Judgment
for the Giving of the Torah for the Year to Come

Thus, it is fitting that we explain the relationship
between parshas Bamidbar and “zman matan
toraseinu.”  We will begin by introducing what the
Shela hakadosh (Maseches Shavuos, Ner Mitzvah, 9)
writes in the name of the Tola’at Yaakov. He asserts
that Chag HaShavuos is a day of judgment for the

neshamos of Yisrael—compared to the “fruits of the
tree” that emerged from HKB’H’s tree of neshamos.
They are judged as to whether or not they studied
Torah and performed mitzvos adequately during the
past year.

Thus, we learn that Chag HaShavuos is the
judgment day of Matan Torah. Did we use our time
properly during the past year to study Torah to renew
and reveal our personal portions of the Torah. We
express our desire to do so in the tefilos of Shabbas
with the phrase: "mn=ina upbnim—and grant us our
portion in Your Torah. If we did take advantage
of our opportunities to learn Torah, then HKB”H will
provide us with an abundance of new Torah insights on
Chag HaShavuos for the year to come.

We will now introduce the wonderful, sacred insight
of the Sefas Emes aproposthis subject (Shavuos 5661).
He explains that when the Mishnah states that we are
judged on Shavuos regarding "f»»&m a7, it is referring
to novel interpretations of the Torah, which are akin to
fruit emerging from a tree. After all, the holy Torah is
compared to atreein the passuk (Mishlei 3, 18): m»nyy”
"ma ey Ron—it is a tree of life for those who cling
to it. He writes that just like a tree produces new fruit
annually, so, too, new fruits of the Torah are produced
annually. Therefore, the renewal of the Torah, the Tree
of Life, occurs annually on Shavuos, when the fruits
of the tree are assessed. For this reason, one of the
appellations of this festival is “Yom HaBikkurim”—
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the day of the first fruit. According to the Midrash,
all the portions of the Torah were given at Har Sinai
as potential; however, they came to fruition as actual
teachings at their appropriate times in the future.
Thus, Jews receive their renewed portion of the Torah
on Chag HaShavuos to be revealed in its proper place
and time.

Show Me Your Genealogy

With this introduction, we can now proceed to
explain the relationship between parshas Bamidbar
and Chag HaShavuos—‘zman matan toraseinu.” Let
us refer to the Midrash Yalkut Shimoni (Bamidbar)
related to the passuk (Bamidbar 1, 2): s wxa nx ww”
"amar neab onmawnb Yxawe 22 nmry—take a census of the
entire assembly of Bnei Yisrael, according to
their families, according to their father’s house.
Here is a translation of the passage: The nations
of the world were envious of Yisrael when they
received the Torah. They protested: “Why are
they more deserving than any of the other
nations?” HKB”H silenced them. He said to them:
“Bring Me your genealogical record . . . like My
children bring . ..” Therefore, He counted them
at the beginning of this sefer, after recording the
mitzvos ... Because they only merited taking the
Torah because of their genealogy.

The commentaries are bewildered by the objection
of the nations of the world: “Why are they more
deserving than any of the other nations?” After
all, the Torah states explicitly (Devarim 33, 2): »on"”
"y 1T YN 10 WTIP N1a3917 AR 1INA Ahn Phan Y PYwn naT Na—
Hashem came from Sinai, and He shone forth to
them from Seir; He appeared from Har Paran,
and He came with some of the myriads of the
holy; from His right hand, He presented a fire
of law to them. Rashi explains: He presented it
to the children of Eisav (who dwelled in Seir), so
that they would have the opportunity to accept
the Torah; but they did not want it. He also
went to Har Paran and presented it there to the
children of Yishmael, so that they would have the
opportunity to accept it; but they did not want
it. The other nations were offered the Torah, but they

¥ ey ht o e Tl ¥ rEte e Sy (e Ny sy e Y eSS )
rali v, '- il s, AL 2 Ier Al il v, \ (Al 74 L Pl X

Shvilei Pinches

refused it. HKB”H only gave the Torah to Yisrael after
the other nations refused it. Hence, their objection
does not make any sense.

To explain the matter, let us refer to the Gemara
(Gittin 60b): Yvaws KXY YNaw? oY N®Ma 77apn N5 KY 10 530 RN
JHRTWY AT 93 90N 90T A9NT 09270 0a DY 00 anNaw e Yyaw noiat
Rabbi Yochanan said: HKB”H only entered into a
covenant with Yisrael on account of the Oral Law,
as it states (Shemos 34, 27): “For on account of
these words have | entered a covenant with you
and with Yisrael.” In Tiferes Yisrael (Chapter 68),
the Maharal of Prague explains that even if the nations
of the world had accepted the Torah, they would have
only accepted Torah she’b’chsav—the Written Law—
in its simplest form. They would not have accepted
or deduced all the expositions and deeper meanings
revealed by our sages in Torah she’b’al peh.

In this light, we can begin to comprehend the
objection of the other nations: m =nw aapnay wa m”
»nmxit. Indeed, HKB”H initially approached the nations
of the world and offered them the Torah, but He was
only offering them the Torah she’b’chsav, so that they
would fulfill the mitzvos in their simplest forms. He did
not plan to give them the secrets contained in Torah
she’b’al peh. This was what they argued: Why did
Yisrael deserve to receive Torah she’b’al peh more so
than the other nations?

We must now, however, endeavor to comprehend
HKB”H’s retort as presented in the Midrash: HKB”H
silenced them. He said to them: “Bring Me your
genealogical record.” How does their genealogy
justify the giving of the Torah to Yisrael? Furthermore,
this seems to contradict a teaching in the Mishnah
(Avos 2, 12): "7 rwr neRw min sy qagy pnnr—prepare
yourself to study Torah, since it does not come to
you as an inheritance. We see that the Torah is not
inherited automatically. A person must exert himself
and study it diligently; it must be earned.

“For Hashem grants wisdom; from His mouth
comes wisdom and understanding”

We will begin to shed some light on the subject by
introducing an intriguing passage in the Midrash (S.R.
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41, 3) related to the passuk (Shemos 31, 18): “He
gave to Moshe, when He finished speaking with
him.” ;e =azennnb . miant nys 17 mase 1ne ' o 29007 K1t R
75N AR Yo ,ax aah Yirman Ken 1aen nven na K e Y e b
Yy 1 ,9%8 7Inaw m NN wpan R 15 (a8 e ey Y mn ans
NI "1 591,150 100 ' 95 21,18 Jinn Y 1R 1aann e By anabt b am
Jmmamt nyt ran aneaam The Midrash cites a passuk in
Mishlei (2, 6): “For Hashem grants wisdom”; but
to him whom He loves greatly: “from His mouth
are intelligence and understanding.” Here is the
first parable presented in the Midrash to explain the
passuk: To what is this comparable? To a king
who had a young son. When his son returned
from school, he found a large platter of food in
front of his father. The father took a piece of
food from the platter and gave it to him. What did
his son do? He said, “l only want from that which
is in your mouth.” What did he (the king) do? He
gave it to him. Why? Because he loved him (his
son) so much, he gave him from that which was
in his mouth. Similarly, it is thus that “Hashem
grants wisdom.” But to everyone that He loves
more, He gives “from his mouth intelligence and
understanding.”

| would like to present a wonderful explanation for
the sages’ enigmatic analogy—that we want HKB”H to
give usthe knowledge and understanding that isinside
His mouth, so to speak. The Chasam Sofer teaches
us an important principle. At Har Sinai, we only
received Torah she’b’chsav and parts of Torah she’b’al
peh that explain how to perform the mitzvos. Large
portions of Torah she’b’al peh, however, remained
stored and concealed with HKB"H. It is the will of
HKB”H that Jews in every single generation will study
Torah diligently and arduously. Thus, they will reveal
the portions of the Torah that have not been revealed,
yet. This encompasses novel understandings of
halachah and “aggadah” (homiletic and allegorical
passages), both in the overt Torah and the mystical
Torah, which are uncovered by Torah-scholars in
every generation. Torah-scholars are urged to strive
to find novel interpretations and understandings of
Hashem’s Torah.

In his Derashos, the Chasam Sofer adds that HKB”H
endowed the souls of Yisrael with additional “binah”—
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intuition—enabling them to unveil the treasures of the
Torah that are still concealed. Here are his sacred
words: marnm N, 1P AN Y91 210 U5 191N famY awrpn 1inm 0y
7apn YUY 2Ty I8 ORI RWAS 73PN 00 TR Dt KX
"9 NI RY DY, 7wt op oY 1o Ryna RYW R A onTin pava
Jrnnpy eane K7 19 By amnn vwa ox - All of Hashem'’s good
and treasures are stored and concealed inside the holy
Torah. The key to unlocking those hidden treasures
was given to Yisrael secretly and privately by HKB”H;
he implanted in their innermost nature—in their DNA,
so to speak—additional “binah.” No other people or
nation possess this; they were only shown the simple,
plain aspects of the Torah; hence, they opted not to
accept it.

It isimportant to note that this in no way contradicts
the following teaching in the Midrash (V.R. 22, 1):
TRy PN TRYRY fn T9haRT TR NINaoIn Tmbn  n1evn v Rapn”
mroa wnY 1R 119,12 ey amis—all the elements of Torah,
even novel interpretations that were destined to be
introduced in the future, were all transmitted to Moshe
at Sinai. HKB”H revealed to Moshe Rabeinu the entire
Torah including hidden treasures that would only be
revealed by Torah-scholars in the future. In reality,
however, it is impossible to reveal any chiddush before
its proper time has arrived; hence, Moshe was not
permitted reveal them. As the Chida writes in Dvash
L'Fee: 1oy o5 oomwnan wany 1550 Xow an wars oovise ooanns
"sit wrrenn mr yan Rv—the later sages are able to
introduce original interpretations that the earlier
sages were not able to introduce, because the
time for that chiddush had not yet arrived.

Part of the Torah Remained
Stored in the Mouth of HKB”H

As a loyal servant in the presence of his master the
Chasam Sofer, zy”a, | feel obliged to propose a novel
idea. The Torah states that HKB”H gave us the Torah
with His oral speech, as per the passuk prefacing
Matan Torah (Shemos 20, 2): maYxnoaTiys nx oapos 1o
"mxy—G-d spoke all these words, saying. Now,
even though HKB”H does not have a body and cannot
be described accurately or perceived by physical
beings, nevertheless we see that the Torah took the
form of letters and words in Torah she’b’chsav. Since
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HKB”H is infinite and His chochmah has no limits,
He restricted His incredible chochmah step by step
until it took the form of letters and words. That is
what is described at Matan Torah; words, so to speak,
emerged from His mouth.

In this vein, we can explain the idea of the Chasam
Sofer. Although HKB”H gave us all of Torah she’b’chsav
and also portions of Torah she’b’al peh at Har Sinai,
nevertheless portions of Torah she’b’al peh remained
stored and concealed in His mouth, so to speak. Yet,
by exerting effort to study the Torah orally that HKB"H
did give us at Har Sinai, our efforts below trigger a
reaction above, in keeping with the passuk (Tehillim
121, 5): ™oy v m"—Hashem is your shade at
your right hand. In other words, He will reflect our
efforts by revealing to us portions of the Torah that had
been stored in His mouth.

This explains magnificently why the portion of
the Torah that has not yet been revealed is called
Torah she’b’al peh. This indicates that it contains
the portions of the Torah that until now remained in
the mouth—the “peh”—of HKB”H, so to speak. As
explained, we can only access it by diligent, arduous
study of Torah she’b’al peh—the Oral Law. We express
this fact in the blessings of the Torah, we recite
every morning: nwaat usas qnmn 3T AN WpYR N1 Sayny
"oxawe noa my—please, Hashem, our G-d, sweeten
the words of Your Torah in our mouths and in
the mouths of Your people Yisrael. For, only by
indulging in the study of Torah with our mouths are
we able to elicit a corresponding action from HKB"H—
releasing and revealing to us the Torah that He kept
stored in His mouth.

This illuminates for us the profound elucidation of
Chazal on the passuk: mra mmam nye van fasm e ' o
L3R R " YANRDM 100 i 95 T 1A T fann aeTa, aaonn
»mam nye ran. “Chochmah” is the foundation and
root of the entire Torah; it is the Written Law that
was given to us at Har Sinai. All of its secrets and
deeper meanings are contained in its letters, words,
and the tips and crowns that adorn the letters. In the
words of the Gemara (Ta’anis 9a): a1 K57 »1 3 82X "
"wn»Ra—is there anything that is not alluded to
in the Torah?!
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In contrast, "mmam nytr"—the intelligence and
understanding—encompass all the knowledge and
understanding gleaned exclusively from Torah she’b’al
peh. As such, they surpass chochmah (even though
“chochmah” is a higher sefirah than “binah” or “da’as”),
since the purpose of the giving of the Torah is for Yisrael
to access that knowledge. So, even though a large
portion of knowledge and understanding remains stored
and concealed in the mouth of HKB”H, it is our goal
and desire to reveal it. We find a wonderful expression
of this fact in the Zohar hakadosh (Mishpatim 123a):
"xaynt xaia i nyr'—know ledge (of Torah she’b’al peh)
is stored in the mouth of the King.

We can now better appreciate the parable presented
in the Midrash: : To what is this comparable? To
a king who had a young son. When his son
returned from school, he found a large platter of
food in front of his father. The father took a piece
of food from the platter and gave it to him. What
did his son do? He said, “I only want from that
which is in your mouth.” What did he (the king)
do? He gave it to him. Why? Because he loved
him (his son) so much, he gave him from that which
was in his mouth. Similarly, it is thus that “Hashem
grants wisdom.” But to everyone that He loves
more, He gives “from his mouth intelligence and
understanding.”

In keeping with our current discussion, here is the
explanation: HKB”H gave us the chochmah at Har
Sinai—namely, the Torah she’b’chsav and the portions
of Torah she’b’al peh necessary to perform all of the
mitzvos properly. Since, however, a large portion of
the Torah remained stored in the mouth of HKB"H, we
request perforce what the son in the parable requested
of his father: “I only want from that which is in
your mouth.” We want to reveal the portions of the
Torah that remained concealed in the mouth of HKB”H.
In the eloquent words of Shlomo HaMelech (Shir
HaShirim 1, 2): 7pm 7117 moaw o5 1ma miprean apwr—may
He kiss me with the kisses of His mouth (may He
communicate His innermost wisdom to me), for Your
love is dearer to me that all earthly delights. May
we be privileged to receive the tasty wine of Torah
from the mouth of HKB”H!
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HKB”H Sits and Studies
with a Talmid Chacham

Based on what we have learned, we can begin to
comprehend a fascinating statement in the Tanna
D’Vei Eliyahu Rabbah (Chapter 18) expounding on
the passuk (Eichah 2, 19): 1xsn /i »an non 2% oms woaw”
RT1P1 17225 2w 17377, 73 PO T R SWY 05 1N Y5 1ans
»my mwt “Pour out your heart like water before
Hashem”: From here, they said that every
“talmid-chacham” who sits, reads, reviews,
and studies Torah, HKB”H sits opposite him
and reads and learns with him. Let us explain.
When a Jew studies Torah orally, with his mouth, he
prompts HKB”H to sit opposite him and study Torah
with him to reveal portions of the Torah that are still
stored and concealed in His mouth. This is similar to
what occurred with Moshe Rabeinu. As HKB”H attests
(Bamidbar 12, 8): ma=amxmabsxma"—mouth to mouth
do | speak to him.

This provides us with an intriguing insight
concerning the revelation of Matan Torah. The words
Hashem spoke at Har Sinai are described as (Devarim
5, 19): "morx»1yrmaip—a powerful voice that was
never-ending. Rashi interprets this as the Targum

does: "pwaNvizabp'—a powerful voice that never
ceases. It continues and can be heard until this
very day. The voice of HKB”H emanating from His

mouth, so to speak, has a tremendous impact and
positive influence on all of creation, as expressed by
the passuk (Tehillim 33, 6): "wyimmw naata'—with the
word of Hashem the heavens were made. Along
these lines, we are taught in the Mishnah (Avos 5, 1):
"ayiyn X122 nasn mwya"—the world was created by
means of ten utterances. Thus, it is evident that
when HKB”H speaks words of Torah, He provides us
with novel, deeper understandings of the Torah.

Now, since the Torah is infinite, it is elucidated
as necessary by Torah-scholars in every generation.
Hence, HKB”H continues to transmit this Torah that
He gave us orally—with His mouth. For, His speech
delivers to us an abundance of new revelations,
insights and understandings of the Torah emanating
from the supreme chochmah, the root of the Torah,
which is formed by the “da’as u’tevunah” in His
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mouth, in keeping with the passuk: wvam,masmin s
21301 DY

5"R9w’ Is an Acronym for N0y nPnYR X121 W'Y W
There Are 600,000 Letters in the Torah

Following this sublime path, we will proceed to clarify
the response of HKB”H to the nations of the world who
protested: “Why are they more deserving than the
other nations?” HKB”H silenced them. He said to
them, “Bring me your genealogical record.” We
will rely on a notion from the Zohar Chadash that there
are 600,000 letters in the Torah corresponding to the
600,000 roots of Jewish neshamos. Each neshamah
aligns with its own specific letter in the Torah. The
Megaleh Amukos on Vaeschanan (186) writes that this
phenomenon is alluded to by the name %"x=aws, which
is an acronym for mmn'y nrnrs x1am ow'w we—there are
600,000 lettersin the Torah. In other words, every
Jew is associated with a letter in the Torah.

The Ma’or Einayim (Chukas) goes one step further
by suggesting an incredible chiddush: In the mouth of
every Jew is the letter that is the root of his neshamabh.
Here is a summary of what he writes:

It is known that there are 600,000 letters in
the Torah; correspondingly, there are 600,000
roots of neshamos . . . Every Jew has his own
letter in the Torah; the Torah and HKB”H are one;
and it is the divine element within a person. It
is truly the same letter from which the root of
his neshamah stems. The letter imparts to the
person the bounty and vitality of kedushah. It
is imperative to recognize that the letter is
located in a person’s mouth; and every letter
encompasses the entire Torah. Thus, the entire
Torahisin aJew’s mouth. After all, a sefer-Torah
that is missing a single letter is invalid and is not
considered a Torah for this reason. Every letter
is vital to a Torah when they all join together.

This illuminates for us the enigmatic words of the
sages: The nations of the world were envious
of Yisrael when they received the Torah. They
protested: “Why are they more deserving than

Parshas Bamidbar - Shavuos 5784 | 5



any of the other nations?” HKB”H silenced them
(literally: “shut their mouths”). The sages specifically
used the phrase: “He shut their mouths”—to teach
us that the mouths of the goyim are shut, since they
do not contain any letters of the Torah. Every Jew, on
the other hand, has a letter of the Torah in his mouth
which sustains him and invigorates him.

We can now interpret the continuation of the Midrash:
He said to them: “Bring Me your genealogical
record like My children bring.” In other words, the
sefer Torah itself, which contains 600,000 letters, is
the “genealogical record”—“sefer yuchsin”—of
the Jewish people. For, the 600,000 Jewish neshamos
are nourished by the 600,000 letters of the Torah.
This proves conclusively that the Jewish people are the
children of the Almighty. After all, HKB”H, the Torah,
and Yisrael are one. Since they are His children, they
are entitled to request of HKB”H (like the son of the
king in the parable): " qinaw i ’YX wpan 28—t o reveal
to them Torah she’b’al peh.

In stark contrast, the nations of the world are not
the children of the Almighty; they were not created
by means of the letters of the Torah. Unlike a Jew,
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they do not have a letter of the Torah in their mouths.
This explains why they were not willing to accept
the Torah; they have no connection with the Torah.
Therefore, even if they had accepted the Torah, they
would have only received the overt portion of it; they
would not have deserved to receive the portion of the
Torah stored in the mouth of HKB”H. Therefore, Rabbi
Yochanan declared: mma75 awa X8 YRIw? DY N8 17250 no RY”
"mabysv—HKB”H only entered into a covenant with
Yisrael on account of the Oral Law—referring to
the portions of the Torah that remained concealed in
the mouth of HKB”H and are revealed daily through
laborious, dedicated Torah-study.

This teaches us what our focus should be on
Chag HaShavuos. We must renew our commitment
to rigorous, diligent Torah-study, so that we will be
granted an abundance of new Torah-related chiddushim
in the year to come. This is the significance of Rosh
HaShanah for the “fruits of the tree.” In this merit, we
will deserve the arrival of the complete, final geulah
at which time HKB”H will reveal all the portions of the
Torah that we were unable to attain in Olam HaZeh—
swiftly in our times! Amen.
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