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Mesirus Nefesh in Novaradok

In a famous incident, the Novaradok yeshivah was besieged by Bolshevik soldiers in the year 1919. The
Alter of Novaradok was away at the time, but a short while earlier had responded with a telegram to his
talmidim’s request for guidance in the fate of Bolshevik threats that they cease their Torah studies. The
telegram read: “Av Harachamim,” the opening words of the tefillah recited on Shabbos morning for those
who were killed al kiddush Hashem. The message was clear: they should be prepared to die, if necessary,
rather than give in to the Bolsheviks’ demands.

The commanding Bolshevik officer led his soldiers into the bais medrash, marched straight to the rabbi in
charge and demanded that the yeshivah close its doors immediately. The young scholar rose and
unbuttoned his shirt. Fully composed, he said,” Shoot.” His students lined up behind him and unbuttoned
their shirts as well. The officer and his men were thrown off balance by this show of strength, and they
turned around and left.

Keeping Kosher in the Army

A man named R’ Nissim was in the Israeli army in 1970s. The kashrus of the food was questionable at the
time, so he would not eat anything cooked from the army kitchen. Surviving on tuna, cheese, and fruits,
vegetables and bread, other soldiers knew and most respected his choice. One day a friend who worked
in the kitchen baked R’ Nissim a cake and said it was in a never-before-used tray and oven.

That week R’ Nissim was on furlough for Shabbos and was waiting at a bus stop to go home. He put the
cake on his lap, when a sudden gust of wind blew the cake onto the dirt. He was quite disappointed about
it. However, when he came back to the base after Shabbos, the man who baked it came over to him in
tears and said he was so sorry but it seems that the tray was used before in a non-kosher manner. R’ Nissim
just laughed to the wonder of the baker. When R’ Nissim explained what happened they marveled at how
when a person is moser nefesh for a mitzvah, Hashem protects him from stumbling!

The Greatness of Mussar

When Rav Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler came to America in 1948, he met up with his son, Nachum Velvel, in
New York. Rav Dessler asked his son who had helped him during his years alone in America. His son
mentioned several people in New York along with Rav Eliezer Silver, the head of Agudah Israel and the rav
of Cincinnati. Rav Dessler said, "We must thank him."

His son offered to place a telephone call to Rav Silver, but Rav Dessler wanted to show personal hakaras
hatov to Rav Silver. Nachum Velvel and his father then took a nine-hour train ride to Ohio, arriving at 5:00
a.m. in Cincinnati. They went to Rav Silver's home and waited on the porch to meet him as he left his
house for shacharis. Rav Silver met his two guests when he woke up and they all went to shul and then
back to the Silver's for breakfast. After a bite to eat, Rav Silver said, "So, Rav Dessler, what brings you to
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Cincinnati?" Rav Dessler said that he had only come to show appreciation to Rav Silver for all he had done
for his son.

RavSilver thought about this and again asked, "So, Rav Dessler, what really brings you to Cincinnati?"

Rav Dessler said that he had no other purpose that to show hakaras hatov. Rav Silver said, "Rav Dessler,
what can | really do for you?"

Rav Dessler, for a third time, repeated that he only wished to show gratitude to Rav Silver in person.

Rav Silver finally gave up and muttered, "This must be the greatness of mussar."

Ponovezher Rav at the Arch of Titus

When the Ponovezher Rav, once had a few hours to spare in Rome before his connecting flight. People
were surprised when he said he wanted to go into Rome to see something very important. He took a taxi
to the Arch of Titus, one of Rome’s famous tourist sites, stayed there for a few minutes and then returned
to the airport. Why did the Rosh Yeshiva spend his valuable time visiting a tourist site?

His companions heard why. At the arch, the Rosh Yeshiva looked at the carving inside which depicts
Roman soldiers triumphantly returning to Rome carrying the menorah from the Beis Hamikdash after Titus
had conquered Yerushalayim. With great emotion the Rosh Yeshiva addressed the Roman leader. “What
is left of your great empire today, Titus? It is a note in the history books. But the Jews together with our
Torah are still alive.” Then he got back into the taxi and returned to the airport.

Rav Shach’s Caring

The Rav Shach’s Rebbetzin a”h had been suffering terribly during her final days, and the Rosh Yeshiva was
completely involved in doing whatever he could to alleviate her pain. During this period, a young kollel
man arrived to inquire whether he should accept a position he had been offered in France. The Rosh
Yeshiva told him that he would look into the matter and let him know. When the Rebbetzin passed away
after several agonizing days, the Rosh Yeshiva was inconsolable. The young man joined the throngs who
came to comfort the mourning Rosh Yeshiva and was shocked to hear his name called.

“I checked it out for you,” the Rosh Yeshiva informed the surprised young man. “They need people just like
you. Go and be matzliach!”

“But when did the Rosh Yeshiva have time to do this research?” the kollel fellow asked incredulously.

“I saw one of the Roshei Yeshiva at the levaya,” the Rosh Yeshiva responded matter-of-factly, “and | was
reassured that the position is for you.”
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The Great Fire of Brisk

Rav Chaim Soloveitchik’s dedication to the people of his city was expressed poignantly the day a great fire
swept through Brisk in 1895. As was the norm in those days, most buildings in the city were made of wood,
and when a fire began in one house, the flames spread quickly to the rest. There was little hope to put out
the flames, and the main concern was to make sure no one remained trapped in the houses.

Rav Chaim ran from house to house frantically searching for anyone still inside. He found many little
children, and, charging through the smoke and flames, he led them to safety. He made many trips in and
out of the danger zone, carrying infants in his arms, and did not stop until he was sure all were accounted
for.

When the fire finally came under control it was discovered that half the homes in the city had been
destroyed, and many families were left without a roof over their heads. Those whose homes had been
destroyed moved into the shuls and other public buildings, and a committee was established to build new
houses for the many homeless. In the meantime, while the construction of new homes was still going on,

Rav Chaim refused to sleep in a bed, but rather slept on a hard wooden bench. He said he was unable to
sleep on a bed while others in the city had no homes. After a while, when he sensed that the people in
the city who did have homes were becoming lax in their efforts to rebuild the city, he went to sleep in a
small room under the stairwell in the Great Synagogue. All the pleading of his kehillah that this was
beneath his dignity and that he should return home was unsuccessful. Ultimately his action had the
desired effect: and the page of rebuilding quickened, and the houses were eventually rebuilt.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. List three things that oyba does that is reminiscent of onnaN.
a. What o172 does oyoa give to DX 595 that was given was previously
given to oNHax and apy?

2. Which o917 vov are mentioned in this week’s nw19?
3. What in this week’s nw19is 427

4. What event in this week’s nwn9 is startlingly similar to an event that
happened during the days of X2py »09?

5. List four people in the hmn whose eyes were opened.
6. List seven max mentioned in the nnn.”

7. For two | was a place of refuge,
For two | was a place of birth,
For five | was a place of their sovereignty,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwno.
Who am I?

8. Toavav | am likened,
As one of the man | am counted,
| was used as an N MY,
| am one of the four exalted images,
| am used in a Ywn for destruction in this week’s nwn9a.
Who am I?

Need a Hint?
! All three are part of the same event.
? Three are in mnw 190 and f our i N 92701 790.




8.

Answers

1) Regarding both it says 9712 (oovn) op»  2) Both saddled their own donkey.

3) Both took two o) as escorts.

a) (L, 72) MIN TN T2 TOYAI. An almost identical N592 was given by 'n to bnNYax in 9
T2 and pn¥> gave to apy> by pny> no71.

The D)1 wOov that oyo2a hit his donkey.
7921 0YY2 brought 42 maap.
Both in this week’s nw19 and NPy »27 11 there was a N9y in which 24,000 people died.

1) Regarding Dy»1 it says (x9,25) "DY22 O»Y NN N M
2) Regarding 7 it says (v,x0) "PPY NN DPION NP
3-4) Regarding 0N and MmN it says () "DV Py MNPONY”

1) 727 2) mMdanon 3) By the Dyyn non 4) While eating »>v  5) By the o900 XvN
6) By the complainers after n9p’s death 7) By 79 Sya2y any nna

For two | was a place of refuge, -y and NWN (The wamn famously relates that
11 originally was ny19’s advisor but he ran away to rather than advise ny19 to enslave the Yidden.)
For two | was a place of birth, - MYIN) OV

For five | was a place of their sovereignty, - (n,X2) y27,7n 7% ,0p7 )N
| am mentioned in this week’s nw99.
Who am I? - PN

Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

| risked my life for others, - when ny"9 tried to kill all baby boys

Our leader accepted my argument, - DY accepted my argument that everyone divorcing their
wives was worse then ny19’s N

I am famous for the praise | gave, - After 90 © MNP

Regarding me there is a My, - 'Y DMINY PPON T NYY IUN NN I

| am mentioned in this week’s nw1a.

Who am I? - DN

LIRIYY 1192 93 1NRY — YV NRIDTY
,IRY 5N 12 RN VY NTIIAR
,17Y APy’ T N2 092 0091,5"T DNAR 12 IRY 7YY
971 1190 PoHR 12 T PNy
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNY Nnam 93°
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Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

How old was Bilam?
 Since evil people, “Don't live out even half of their days,”' and, “The days of our lives are 70 years,”

Rebbe Chanina figured that Bilam died before “mid-life,” at the age of around 33-34. A heretic found a
historical work called “Pink’sei D’Bilam,” which confirmed that Bilam died at age 33.°
According to Rebbe Simai, Bilam advised Paroh to throw the boys of Bnei Yisrael into the water*. Bilam
was presumably at least 20 years old at that point, and thus worthy of advising. After that event, Moshe
was born, lived 80 years, left Mitzrayim, and spent 40 years in the midbar, which would make Bilam at
least 140 years old.’

What is the first statement of Bilam which is recorded in Chumash?
¢ According to Rebbe Simai, Bilam advised Paroh, “in>'7¢n maxn 1170 |20 '73°,” “Any boy who is born
should be thrown into the river,” wherein he suggested that the Jewish babies be thrown into the river.
e In Parshas Chukas, the “Moshlim,” who make meshalim, poetically describe Sichon’s conquest of
Moav. One of these “Moshlim” was Bilam.”

”

Which nation was bigger — Bnei Yisrael, or Moav?

The nation of K’naan, which descended from a grandson of Noach, had been around for a long time, and had a
large population. The nation of Moav, which descended from Lot, was a much “younger,” and smaller, nation.
Although Bnei Yisrael were an equally “young” nation, Moav noticed their miraculous population growth in
Mitzrayim, and were intimidated of this larger nation.®

Name 4 times in Chumash where someone very important prepared his own animal for riding (instead
of asking a servant to prepare it). Hint: 2 donkeys, and 2 chariots.

e Avraham prepared his donkey when heading to Akeidas Yitzchak.®
e Yosef prepared his chariot, to greet Yaakov.'

e Paroh prepared his chariot, to chase Bnei Yisrael into the Yam Suf."
[ ]

Bilam prepared his donkey, to go curse Bnei Yisrael.'?

Arrogant Bilam told Balak’s first set of messengers, “l can only go curse Bnei Yisrael if I'm escorted by
officers who are more important than you.” How did Bilam’s desire for honor actually wind up causing
him embarrassment?

Bilam claimed he could destroy Bnei Yisrael with his mouth, but then exclaimed that he needed a sword to kill
a simple donkey. Due to Bilam’s demand for the most distinguished companions, this embarrassing moment
was witnes1ssed by these highly respected officers, who would later repeat it, intensifying the damage to his
reputation.
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Bilam encountered a malach, who criticized him."* Regarding what was he criticized?
Hitting his donkey.

Name a part of davening which some people say excitedly, right when they get to shul, and others
think shouldn't be in davening at all.

Bilam tried to curse us that we shouldn’t have batei k’neisios and batei midrashos, and Hashem forced him to
give us a beracha, “apy' 170X 120 nn,” “How nice are your tents, Yaakov.”'® The Rema records the minhag to
say th1i;°, pasuk when entering shul'®, but the Maharshal disagrees and holds that we shouldn't be quoting
Bilam'".

What is the first halacha from Shulchan Aruch which a person encounters in the morning?

Bilam praised our habit of jumping up in the morning to do mitzvos, and of saying krias shema al hamitah
before giving our neshamos to Hashem for the night.'® In the first words in Shulchan Aruch, we are told to
exhibit this trait daily: “Get up in the morning like a lion, to serve Hashem.”

Many people recite pesukim connected to Bilam in the very beginning of the day, and at the very end of
the day. When?

e When entering shul, we say, “no nn,?”

which is part of Bilam’s beracha to Bnei Yisrael.

e When leaving the beis medrash, we recite a tefillah wherein we thank Hashem for allowing us to learn
Torah.?! When doing so, we contrast our worthwhile pursuits with those of people who waste their time
on frivolities, and we conclude by noting, “I run towards a life in Olam Haba, whereas they run towards
destruction.” To highlight this contrast, many add a pasuk from Tehillim, “ onm* 1¥xn* X7 N1 omMT 'WIR
12 nvax 1x1,"? which describes evildoers, and refers to those who emulate Bilam.?

Balak brought korbanos in order to help Bilam curse Bnei Yisrael.?* Ironically, as a result, Balak wound
up having a descendant who will SAVE Bnei Yisrael, and Bilam actually TOLD Balak about it! Who is
this descendant?

In the zechus of the 42 korbanos brought by Balak, he merited to have Rus as a descendant, from whom
Dovid HaMelech, and Mashiach, descend. This demonstrates that one should always do mitzvos even “shelo
lishma,” with ulterior motives. 2° Bilam even tells Balak, “v'yn 71w Taxni ,Apymn 1T, “A descendant of Yaakov
will rule, %?d he will destroy the remnant of the city,”®® which describes Mashiach’s eventual defeat of our
enemies.

What 3 character traits does one need in order to earn a degree as a student of Bilam?
Ayin raah — greed (Bilam’s desire for wealth led him to accept Balak’s request, and ignore Hashem’s
instructions)
Ruach gavoah — arrogance
Nefesh rfschavah — desire (as evidenced by his inclination to advise Balak to make Bnei Yisrael do
aveiros).
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JUST CURIOUS

Hashem spoke to Bilam so that the nations couldn't say, “If we had neviim, we would have
improved.”® Couldn't they still say, “We didn't mean a rasha like Bilam!”?

They claimed, “If we had access to high levels of spirituality like Bnei Yisrael, we would have improved.”
Througgké Bilam Hashem showed, “One improves with HARD WORK; without hard work, even a navi could be a
rasha!”

After Bilam hit his donkey, the donkey gave him a whole schmooze about how he’s been such a good
donkey and doesn’t deserve to be hit, etc. Why didn’t the donkey just say, “Hello! Bilam! There’s a
malach with a sword blocking me!"?

Malachim can’t be seen by the human eye, and certainly not by that of a donkey. Rather, they are perceived
through nevuah or by a similar, lower level experience. The donkey strayed because it felt scared, as if
someone was coming to slaughter it. When Hashem allowed it to speak, it defended its record of loyalty, but
did not understand what compelled it to stop, and thus couldn’t express it.*’

After Bilam’s donkey strayed, and Bilam got angry, Hashem could have shown Bilam the malach, and
told Bilam not to go. Why was the neis of the talking donkey necessary?

To show Bsi!?am, “I control who can talk: | can give speech to a donkey, and | can prevent you from saying what
you want.”

Why did Hashem eventually allow Bilam to go to Balak, if at first He disallowed it?
Hashem told him, “If you’re going in order to make money, fine*®* — | don’t want you to say that | caused
you financial loss®*.”
Hashem wanted him to travel with more distinguished messengers.®
Hashem said, “Even though | don’t want you to do this, | will not stand in the way of your
stubbornness.”®
Hashem wanted Bnei Yisrael to receive the beracha of a navi, so He said, “If the messengers will be
satisfied with your acquiescence to go with them DESPITE the fact that | will not let you curse Bnei
Yisrael, then go.” Bilam was supposed to tell them this, but omitted it due to his great desire to follow
them. This caused a chillul Hashem, because it appeared that Hashem changed His mind, and would
then change it again when Bilam was forced to give them a beracha.*’
Hashem said, “If they just want your advice, go, and tell them not to do aveiros.
If Hashem let Bilam go, people would think Bilam was in charge; if Hashem didn’t let him go, people
would think that Hashem was “scared” of Bilam’s curses. Hashem proved both of these wrong: first He
said, “Don’t go,” demonstrating that Hashem is in charge, and then He said, “It's fine, go — you anyway
can’t curse anyone if | prevent it.”*°
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Bilam looked at Bnei Yisrael from FAR AWAY“, and tried to curse them. In Parshas Ki Seitzei, when
Moshe tells us to stay away from Moav, He explains that they hired Bilam to curse us, but since
Hashem loves us, He turned it into a beracha.*' Did Bnei Yisrael know about these events before
Moshe mentioned them? If so, when and how did they find out?

IN YOUR OPINION

Whose opinions are important to you? Whom do you seek to impress?
Bilam tells Hashem, “Even though You don’t think I’'m important, look — these kings think | am!"*? Is anyone’s
opinion important, if Hashem disagrees?!

Have you even been so frustrated that you wound up doing something which made things harder?
Arrogant Bilam told his donkey, “If | had a sword, I'd kill you right now!”*® Then he’d have to walk the rest of the
way!** (In the end, the malach killed the donkey®. | guess Bilam actually wound up walking, or riding with one
of the officers of Moav.)

Babies are born unable to speak, and language development is a hidden neis to which we are
accustomed. When is a good time to reflect upon this gift?

When the pasuk describes that Hashem “opened” the mouth of the donkey46, it doesn’t mean that Hashem
moved it like a puppet, rather, He gave the donkey the ability to speak. Likewise, this is our intention when we
ask, “...nnon mow 'n”* — “Hashem, OPEN my lips.”*® Perhaps when saying this pasuk before shemoneh esrei,
we should take the opportunity to appreciate the gift of speech.

How would you react if you hit a donkey and it gave you mussar?
Bilam was so arrogant, that instead of being amazed by the neis of a talking donkey, he actually cared about
the donkey’s opinion and got defensive!*

Is there anything you wish you could accomplish, but just seems too hard?

When the malach told Bilam that he can go to Balak, Chazal observe, “inix |'>'7m na 377 nxin oW N1 = “In
the way which a person wants to go, they lead him.”® A person has free will, and retains control over his
decisions. Nonetheless, with every thought, statement, and action, a person creates a malach which guides
him in the direction he has chosen.”’

How easy is it for you to get up in the morning? Are there some times that it’s easier? Does it depend
purely on physical factors, or does your mood play a role?

Avraham was able to get up early for Akeidas Yitzchak because of his love for Hashem®. When we are excited
to do something, we find it easier to get up quickly. Bilam praised Bnei Yisrael for our excitement to get up to
do mitzvos.>®
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Cl"l‘l-}:YeE}{“E A Life of Truth

Shabbos Inspirationt Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
1NAN' YN NIV

It was around the year 0" n (1900). Deep in Russia lived a Yid we'll call Moshe Mordechai.! There were terrible pogroms. Moshe
Mordechai didn’t want to simply roll over and wait for the goyim to come and stab him, or for his children to grow up worrying about being
beaten up. Moisheleh would try to find a better place to live and raise his children. He took his family and smuggled with them into Poland,
and looked for a place to settle down. They arrived in a town where a lot of other refugees had come. There wasn't much available in
terms of housing, especially since he was now penniless. Someone had told Moisheleh that on P’tkovska Gass there were some
abandoned homes, so he went to the 2'vin 0119 to get permission to move into one. Moisheleh approached him about the housing on
P'tkovska Street, and the 2'wvin 0119 became very excited. “No! No! Chas Vi'Shalom! Don't even think about it!” He went on to
dramatically explain that a man, who called himself Baron Van Schlass, lived over there. “All the kochos of tuma are vested in him! The
man is a kishuf macher. He lives in a house full of cats, and bats flying around! And he does not like neighbors — especially Jewish
neighbors. Those who moved in over there went running in the middle of the night in fright!” Moshe Mordechai had been running away
from pogromers with swords, and sleeping out in fields. He didn’t get scared so easily anymore. “You believe in kishuf?” he asked the
7'y 019, raising his eyebrows. “We're not exactly living in the times of the nmyn m1oNn!” Moshe Mordechai thought that this Van
Shlass definitely sounded like an interesting fellow, and it didn’t sound like he was very friendly. The 7'y 02719 couldn’t pinpoint a single
thing that happened to someone who actually moved in. To Moisheleh it sounded like P'tkovska Gass had exactly what he needed - free
housing. He would move in over there. Van Schlass allowed people to live on the other side of the street, so they would even have
Yiddishe neighbors.

Moshe Mordechai returned to his wife and children and enthusiastically told them the good news that he found a wonderful house they
could move into. it was sort of next to a zoo, he told them. As they were settling in, there was a knock at the door. “Father,” one of the
children said with a concerned look on his face, “there’s someone at the door who wants to see you. He’s a strange looking person.” His
wife Hencha was also concerned, “Moshe Mordechai, he looks so frightening! He has these piercing, frightening eyes!” Moshe Mordechai
smiled, “I'll bet | know his name! Well, let me go over and greet him! Mr. Van Schlass! How are you!” exclaimed Moshe Mordechai warmly.
Van Schlass sneered, “Who are you?! And why have you come to live next to my house and to disturb my peace!?” Moshe Mordechai
just smiled and said, “Well, Van Schlass, | have absolutely no intention of disturbing your peace at all! I'm living over here because there
is affordable housing, the rent on the other side of town is a lot of money.” Van Schlass fixed Mosheleh with a piercing gaze. Moshe
Mordechai just smiled. “Listen, Van Schlass,it was a pleasure meeting you. Have a good night. Sleep tight.” But Van Schlass had some
final words of inspiration. “You are making a big mistake! Jew! You must move out of here right away or you will regret it!” He then gave
a terrible creepy laugh and he stalked away. Mosheleh turned around and went back to what he was doing. His children were scared.
Moshe Mordechai encouraged them. He jokingly mimicked Van Schlass’s creepy laugh, and said “I can laugh like that too. What are you
scared of? Es is gornisht mit gornisht! Listen! This is a place where we can stay, leig zich schlufin, there is nothing to worry about!”

Then, there was another knock on the door. Moshe Mordechai opened the door and was surprised to be greeted by 150 mice scurrying
in! The children started screaming. With lightning-fast thinking, Moshe Mordechai quickly announced the family’s night activity, “Chevra!
Time to have some fun! Let's see how many mice you can catch!” It was a real hit. The children got into it, and had a great time. Moshe
Mordechai piled all the mice into a large bag, tied it up, and said that he was bringing it back to their friendly neighbor Mr. Van Schlass.
When Van Schlass opened the door, Moshe Mordechai told him what a great time his kids had, and handed him the bag. Van Schlass
was not amused, and he promised revenge. Moshe Mordechai simply told him, “I'm sorry, | won't do it again, but you don’t do it again
either, alright!” Then, shaking his head he said, “Hey, look at all these bats flying around this place, what are all these cats and dogs?!
Where do you sleep?!” Van Schlass angrily showed him to the door, and Moshe Mordechai happily left.

When Moisheleh got home, his children were scared, and couldn't fall asleep. Mosheleh told them with a voice full of nnniw, “Don’t be
scared! Have bitachon in the n'7iy "2¢ iaian!” However, he didn’t have much time to spend with them because right away there was
another knock at the door. It was a Jewish neighbor, Mr. Boruch Rosenfeld and his daughter Shprintza. They had come to warn him
about how dangerous Van Schlass was, and to invite Moisheleh and his family to live in their basement. Moshe Mordechai joked with
them about the night activity they just had with the mice, and how much fun it had been. Boruch Rosenfeld begged Moisheleh not to start
up with the man, and asked his daughter Shprintza to tell him about Van Schlass. “Reb Moshe Mordechai, please!” she begged, “he’s
very dangerous. He’s scary! We don’t mind having you as a neighbor even if you stay in our basement, but don't sleep here! Please!
He’s liable to do anything when he gets angry. He’s a rasha merusha!” Moshe Mordechai sincerely thanked them for their concern, but
he had been through enough, and he didn’t want to sleep in someone else’s house. He insisted that he would stay where he was and all
would be well. Not being able to convince him, Mr. Rosenfeld and his daughter reluctantly returned home. Shprintza was very frightened
for them, and didn’t think she would be able to sleep that night. Her father tried to comfort her that everything would be fine.

That night, Shprintza had a hard time falling asleep. She couldn’t stop thinking about Moshe Mordechai and his family. She looked out
the window, and suddenly she saw a light. Then she noticed that Van Schlass was walking over to Moshe Mordechai’s house with a

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Dial-A-Shiur, Shiur #139
1|A Life of Truth



torch, and he was lighting his house on fire. Shprintza yelled, “Fire! Fire! Get out of your house! Van Schlass lit your house on fire!” Moshe
Mordechai didn’t understand what all the screaming was about. He looked outside, and saw for himself. His house was on fire. “Yikes!”
he yelled. “Rabosai, let's go! Out the fire escape! Quickly! Quickly! Out Out!” They ran over to the Rosenfeld house where they were
welcomed warmly. With no other choice, Moshe Mordechai took up their offer to stay in their basement. He was very upset about his
house being burned down, after all, he had spent his life savings on it! He thanked Shprintza for saving their lives, and assured Mr.
Rosenfeld, that he would be going to the police the next morning to file charges. Mr. Rosenfeld strongly advised against it, but Moshe
Mordechai insisted that he would do what he thought was right.

The next morning, Moshe Mordechai went over to the police station and announced that he wanted to press charges against Van Schlass
for burning his house down, and almost wiping out his entire family. The police were afraid to start up with Van Schlass, but Moshe
Mordechai insisted that he wanted him arrested. He told them that he had a witness, since Shprintza had seen everything. Mr. Rosenfeld
didn’t want his daughter to testify against that rasha, and she wouldn’t do it without his permission. But Shprintza passionately said,
“Father! | saw that rasha merusha come with a torch and almost destroy this man’s family. | feel it is my obligation to go and testify against
him. Once and for all someone has to have the courage to stand up against him!” Reluctantly, Mr. Rosenfeld agreed. Van Schlass came
to court. Moshe Mordechai strongly pressed charges, and fought for justice to be served. Shprintza came up to the witness stand and
passionately presented her testimony. However, the judge didn’t have the courage to order Van Schlass to be arrested. Everyone was
just too scared of him. Moshe Mordechai yelled, “Scared?! What are you scared of?! You don't believe that Van Schlass knows any of
that stuff? He’s just make-believe!” But the judge didn’t want to take chances. Instead, he ordered Van Schlass to be out of the town by
9 o’clock the next morning. Van Schlass protested, but the judge remained firm, and Van Schlass had no choice but to comply. But there
was still something he could do. He turned to Shprintza Rosenfeld, and said in a soft creepy voice, “Shprintza Rosenfeld. You. You. You
will be sorry!” Defiantly, Shprintza Rosenfeld said, “I'm not scared of you!” However, although she tried to convince herself that she wasn’t
scared, inside she was very scared.

That night, she looked out the window as she was lying in bed. She was happy that Van Shlass would be packing now. She thought
about how the Yid had moved into the house next door to the burnt down house. She was happy that Boruch Hashem he had a place to
stay. “Alright,” she said, “let me say Shema and go to sleep. Shema...” she yawned, “I'm too tired to say Shema. I'll just go to sleep.” And
Shprintzaaaaaa...” She woke up with a start! “What?! Who's calling me?!” Her father ran into her room. “Shprintza, what is the matter?”
“Father,” she said, “Someone was calling me!” She was sure of it! “Shprintza, you’re having a bad dream. Everything is alright, don’t
worry. How could someone possibly be calling you? We live on the fourth floor! Go to sleep.” Again she tried to go to sleep, and again
she was too tired to say Shema — and again, she heard Van Shlass’s voice calling her. She woke up screaming! Her father rushed into
the room to calm her down. “Shprintza, | told you not to testify against that rasha. Now your mind is playing tricks on you. There’s no one
in this room! Do you understand that? Still, | don't think you should stay by yourself. Chavalah!” he called, and told Shprintza, “I will ask
your little sister to sleep in your room for the rest of the night.”

The next morning, he asked his wife Nechama to check on Shprintza. She did, and came back and said that everything looked okay.
Chavala was still sleeping, and Shprintza’s bed was made. She had already left the house. “She must have joined her friends to say
tehilim before school,” Mrs. Rosenfeld said. Boruch asked his wife to tell him when she came home. After davening, Mrs. Rosenfeld was
waiting for her husband Boruch. She was frantic, and told him that Shprintza had not gone to her friends that morning, and she wasn'tin
school either. Mr. Rosenfeld asked his wife Nechama to say tehilim. He called everyone back into shul, and he made an announcement.
“You all know how my daughter Shprintza testified against that rasha yesterday. She is now missing. We don’t have any idea where she
is.” Immediately they arranged search parties to scour the whole town. Boruch then headed for the police department. He walked in and
said that he needed help. Of course, the captain was sleeping at his desk. He was woken by the commotion, and he sent officers to
check out Von Schloss’s house. They returned saying that Van Schlass was almost out of there, and that he claimed not to know anything
about Shprintza’'s whereabouts. The captain, sleepily said that when he woke up in a few hours he would send out search parties.

Boruch Rosenfeld walked out of the police department frustrated, “DTx 122 1npan 7x,” he declared! He returned to his wife. The
gabbai came over to them and reported that despite their thorough search, they had come up empty handed. A police officer approached
them. He said that he had been by the train station, and that the ticket man may have something interesting to share with them. Boruch
and Nechama ran over to the train station. The ticket man explained to them that just a few hours earlier, a girl who looked like their
description of Shprintza, came to the ticket counter and asked for a ticket for the 6:30 train to Warsaw. He gave her the ticket; and she
boarded the train and went to Warsaw. Boruch shared the news with his n'7'nj7, and in a few hours about 50 people boarded the 11
o'clock train together with Boruch and Nechama Rosenfeld bound for Warsaw. Warsaw was a city of millions of people, it would be
impossible for 50 people to search the entire city, but they would do what they could.

To be continued 722n! DWn NITY2...

The 7109 says, wizin [1' DX DTN, simply being afraid of something gives that thing a n>. Moshe Mordechai was an eherlecha Yid,
who lived with [inya, and simply was not afraid of Van Schlass’s shtick, therefore Van Schlass had very little n2 over him. Internalizing,
and repeating to one’s self iTa'7n Tiv |'x is an amazing n'#120 for protection from danger, as Rav Chaim Volozhner says in n»nn 9.
Shprintza was a very ehrlicha girl, but she was anxious. Being anxious is a n'0 that Hashem wants us to work on |iny'a. It would have
been a good idea for her to push herself to say ynvi like she was supposed to. By working on |inp*a we become [iny'a *7ya with all
the no7a that it brings.

2|A Life of Truth
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Introduction to Seder
Mrs. Seryl Berman
732-301-4043 opt 2-1-1-70

More Time and Space

Seder is not typically spoken about, even though the presence of order can make an almost magical
difference in your life! It hasn’t been so long since Pesach, and I’'m sure many of you noticed this
phenomenon while cleaning: you take everything off the shelf, wipe, clean, and check. And then when
you put everything back, you have more space!

Our physical world always serves as a mashal for the spiritual. (A perfect example of this is a parent’s
unconditional love for their child serves as a mashal to help us understand Hashem’s infinite love for us).
So just like when we have seder, physical space seems to open up, time and headspace seem to clear up
as well.

Time is elastic; when we are clear and organized about what we want to accomplish, we can accomplish
more in the same amount of time. When we have seder, we have more time and space for life’s goals and
can live life to the fullest.

The Impact of Seder on Behavior

Another major benefit of working on seder is explained by R’ Mattisyahu Salomon zt”/, who wrote that
keeping order is important in chinuch and is a major gift to our children.

Scientists once did an experiment in which they left an open envelope with some cash visibly peeking out
in an open mailbox. They monitored how often it got stolen and replaced it as needed. They found that
13% of passersby took the envelope (this experiment was clearly not performed on Forest Ave!)

When they repeated the experiment in front of an unkempt house with litter strewn on the lawn, the
percentage of thieves rose to 25%!

People tend to behave better in neat surroundings. A practical application of this principle is the Shabbos
table. The behavior of everyone around the table improves as the table is set nicer.

So, two valuable benefits of seder are that it expands our headspace and time and that it helps people
behave better.

In the Proper Measure
It's important to realize that it’s possible to go overboard with cleanliness and to an extreme with seder.
In one of Rav Avigdor Miller’s tapes, he was asked, “How clean should my home be?”

Then answer he gave was a bit longer than the question. He first talked about a woman named llse Koch
ym”sh who was an infamous Nazi, known as the ‘Beast of Buchenwald.” At her trial, acquaintances and
friends spoke up in her defense. And what did they say? That “her kitchen was always spotless!”
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Introduction to Seder
Mrs. Seryl Berman
732-301-4043 opt 2-1-1-70

In a Yiddishe home we prioritize children. And in a house full of children, it is not nearly impossible to keep
the house spic and span, it is impossible! Yiddishe homes always have things out of place. They have
children and guests. The mother is busy serving some meshulachim a glass of tea and then immediately
tending to her children; she has no time for cleaning! In a house of raising children and a house of
hospitality, it is impossible for it to be clean and neat all the time.

How do we reconcile this with the gemara that says that the house of a talmid chacham is well ordered?
Certainly, we value neatness and cleanliness but where is it on the list of virtues?

Of course, our homes should be neat and clean. And also full of little children and guests, and open to
those who need. So, if you have that kind of home and you're trying to keep up with the housework as
best as you can, then your house is the greatest house that it can be.

There are many organizers and classes advertised in frum publications media. But at Chayeinu, seder will
be presented as a middah. And like any middah, it needs to be presented in the correct measure.

Cleanliness keeps people calm and helps us function, but it is not above all. Avodas Hashem is above all.
And if our need for seder is getting in the way, then we need to tone down our desire to have everything
neat and clean.

A talmid of R’ Avigdor Miller used to come home every day and when he saw the “lived in look,” of the
house, he would exclaim, “business is booming!” He explained that in a garment factory, when there are
scraps on the floor and piles of material on the tables, you know that the business is doing well. In a messy
home, we know that things are happening! Mitzvos are being done! Children are being raised and guests
are being welcomed.

When we aim keep a home well maintained, it cannot be our goal, but rather as a means for our avodas
Hashem; and that helps keep us from becoming obsessed. Remember that seder is supposed to make us
calm and productive. If it makes us uptight and stressed, or impinges on our home’s functioning, then we
know that we have gone way too far.

Looking forward to learning about seder, to help us grow and flourish in our lives and our avodas Hashem!



Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder
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Week #424 Hi Ch.@§ Shabb@s
nitiative —

Is it permissible to put together or take apart a puzzle?

PR——

One should not put together or take apart a puzzle on Shabbos since this is
considered forming or erasing figures.

—

Is it permissible to weave lanyard?

[t is not permissible to weave lanyard. Similarly, it is not permissible to sew
stitches onto a needlepoint canvas.

Is it permissible to create paper planes, wallets, or hats?

—

It is not permissible to create any of these items.
It is similarly not permissible to create figures with either cloth or paper napkins.
Simple shapes, however, are permitted to be formed.

Is it permissible to create a rubber band ball or to add rubber-bands to an
existing rubber-band ball?

It is not permissible to create a ball of rubber-bands, or to add additional bands to
an existing ball.

Is it permissible to string beads to create a permanent necklace?

It is not permissible to string beads to create a permanent necklace, since creating
a necklace constitutes the creation of a new item. Furthermore, since the beads
have no function other than to make a necklace, they are Muktze.

T, .. P ———————————

Is it permissible to play dreidel?

! ~ One may not play dreidel on Shabbos if one intends to do so as a form of betting,
since that falls under the category of a business transaction. However, if playing
merely for the fun without winning anything, one is permitted to play dreidel.

- ———— ey

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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QULESTIONS AND ANSWIERS IN
HILCIIOS SHABBOS FOR TIHIEE ENTIRE FAMILY
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WEEK 40

T 2N AT'Y Y'Y 'Y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

I'll be hosting a lot of company for Naw, and | wrote myself a menu for the NITIVD. Can | read it on
naw?

QUESTION 2

I'm making a Ni>12 yaw Naw and | want to seat people using place cards. Is there a problem using
them?

QUESTION 3

I'm on a strict diet, and | have to read the Nutrition Facts label before eating specific foods. Is that
allowed on naw?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| enjoy freshly brewed coffee to start my day. Could | put ground coffee into a filter on NaW and then
pour hot water (from a 'w'?w '72) over it?

Answer: While pouring water over ground coffee in a filter would sound like a typical case of 111, it
actually is perfectly fine. This is based on a nwn, brought in '0-0"w NV |[N7W that allows one to pour
water over wine sediment that is on a filter, so the water can collect the taste of wine and then pour
through the filter, resulting in wine-flavored water. This is the equivalent of what is happening by
pouring water over the ground coffee. Since what is being poured into the filter is clear water, and
what comes out is also a clear liquid, no 71112 is considered to have happened. Therefore, as long as
one keeps away from 71w problems (e.g., 'W'?W *73, under NT7I0 T'), one can do it on NJW.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

| put in a water filter next to my faucet so we can have clean water to drink whenever we want. Can
we use it on Naw?

Answer: Using a filter is a form of 71112 which is not allowed even when taking the “good” from the
“bad”, and even for immediate use. Since one is using a "?2 made for 71112, it is not allowed. However,
"-0"Y NV IN?W limits this to water that most people wouldn't drink without filtering. If most people
would drink it without the filtering, then the n1N2a Nwn allows one to filter it, as no significant
change occurs to the water. Tap water is considered drinkable by most if not all people, and
therefore it may be filtered.

If a person is a 219N and considers the tap water undrinkable, the 7'NINI N"T N27N MIN'2A brings those
that hold he should possibly not filter the water, as it is considered a significant change for him.

QUESTION 3

I'll be going to New York for Nnaw where they have a problem with bugs in the water. Can | filter the
water on Naw?

Answer: The 1"0-0"W NY [N7YW writes that water may not be filtered from bugs because of 112
(besides for a specific case). For this reason, it seems that one cannot filter New York water. However,
N-T"0 DTX NN writes that this possibly is only true by larger bugs which people wouldn't want in
their water because it is repulsive, not only because of D'W7INn NID7n. Tiny bugs that are only a
Halachic problem but aren’'t considered repulsive may possibly be filtered according to the nnwa
DTN, as they are not a true N7109. Therefore, there is reason to allow one to filter water in New York
which has very small bugs. However, since the DTN NNW1 himself seems unsure about it, and the
issue at hand is an NINN |n IO'N, it would be prudent not to filter water on NiW but prepare
beforehand.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z’tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Undercover
Part'V

Recap: Nosson, a yeshiva bachur, helped the old
shochet Reb Lemel every day, and couldn’t help
but wonder about certain mysterious behaviors
he witnessed. Before Reb Lemel passed away, he
discovered that his old mentor was a lamed-
vavnik who led a group of hidden mekubalim.
After much effort, Nosson was admitted into this
exclusive group and sent on a difficult mission to
save the Jewish community of Vasserov.

With sobering clarity, Nosson realized that the
fate of the holy Vasserover Rav and the more than
one-hundred-thousand Jews in the city all rested

upon his thin shoulders. He had been sent on a
very difficult mission with life-threatening
consequences if he failed. Velvel and the other
mekubalim were relying on him to succeed. An
entire Jewish community was at stake!

He needed to act, and he needed to act fast.

Dressed as Velvel had instructed, it was
impossible to identify him as either a Jew or a
gentile, allowing him to slip between the two
communities easily. Nosson left the shul and
headed to the gentile neighborhood, seeking the
local bar. He hoped that he would pick up on
valuable information from the gossiping drunks
who lounged there.

Indeed, as he’d hoped, there were some drunken
teenagers discussing the murder of the mayor’s
son. Nosson ordered a drink, which he did not
intend to touch, and took a seat at a table nearby
to eavesdrop. His ears perked expectantly, he
listened as the conversation turned to the
Vasserover Rav’s trial. To his great excitement,
Nosson discovered that some of the drunk
teenagers had fathers in the government, and the
brother of one of them actually worked in the
prison.

He pondered this information for a moment or
two, trying to figure out how to use it to his
advantage. Soon, he decided to approach the
drunken youths and try to befriend them. Perhaps
this could lead to a relationship with someone
with enough influence to free the rav...

The days passed and Nosson continued to worm
his way into their circle of friends, but time was
running out and he was still very far from
reaching his ultimate goal. With only a few days
left to the rav’s trial, he realized that he needed a



different plan, a quicker plan, to save the rav’s
life.

Nosson racked his brain for a fresh brainstorm,
but despite his efforts, he could not think of a
single creative idea. His mind kept returning to
the tremendous amount of money concealed
within his clothing, money he needed to use to
free the rav, but he could not come up with a plan
that did not involve considerable risk to the rav’s
life, his own, and the lives of the entire Jewish
community of Vasserov.

Another day passed. The waiting period until the
trial had nearly run out, and Nosson still did not
have a concrete plan for how to free the rav. With
no more time to spare, he had no choice but to
take the enormous risk and try to bribe the jail
guards.

Late at night, he approached the prison. A single
guard stood at the entrance of the building, his
fingers circling the hilt of his sword. He looked
up at the sound of footfalls on the pavement and
regarded Nosson coolly. “What do you need?”

“Can I ask you something?” Nosson asked, his
voice friendly. With his Jewish appearance
completely hidden, he did not arouse the guard’s
innate anti-Semitism. “You have a guy in there
scheduled for execution?”

“Yeah, the Jewish rabbi,” the guard said
indifferently. “He’s almost going on trial, and
then he’s a dead man.”

Nosson took a deep breath and plunged forward.
“I want to ask you something. Do you want to be
a wealthy man? Because if you open these doors
for me and I succeed in bypassing the other
guards and getting the rabbi out, then you will be
wealthier than you can even imagine.”

The guard’s cheeks reddened. “How dare you!”
he accused. “How dare you try to bribe me?!” His
eyes softened somewhat as he added, “Even if I
wanted the money, it wouldn’t help me to be a
wealthy dead man, would it? They would kill me
on the spot!”

Nosson grasped this opening with both hands.
“For the amount of money I’m talking about, you
shouldn’t have a problem figuring that out. I'm
talking about heavy gold bars and brilliant gems,
and lots of each. Even after you split it with the
other guards who partner with us, you’ll be a
multi-millionaire. You’ll escape from here and
build a new life for yourself in a different
country.”

“Let me see the money,” the guard demanded.

“First you have to promise me that you will let me
inside,” Nosson retorted.

The guard hesitated for a long moment, torn
between his love of wealth and his desire to avoid
danger. “There are two other sentries, apart from
myself, who will have to agree to this plan,” he
said at last. “One guards the ground level of the
prison, which you’ll need to bypass, and the other
protects the basement, which is where the rabbi is
being held.”

“No problem,” Nosson said with a confidence he
did not feel. “I will bribe them as well.”

“Show me the money!” the guard demanded
again.

Nosson reached into his pocket and pulled out a
handful of precious stones. They glinted on his
palm even in the faint moonlight. From his other
pocket, he pulled out a stack of gold coins, each
worth more than the lifetime earnings of a prison
guard.



The sentry gasped. “Alright,” he said gruffly. “Go
in and try to bribe the other two. But remember, I
only agree to this plan if the other two are on it. If
any of them refuses, you are not to tell them that
I agreed. I don’t wish to see my head roll
tomorrow.”

“Of course not,” Nosson agreed, walking through
the open prison gate.

The man guarding the ground floor of the prison
was half-dozing in his seat, and he jumped up,
startled, when Nosson walked in. “Who are you
and what are you doing here?” he demanded, fear
at being caught making his words sound angry.

“I’m here to offer you an incredible opportunity,”
Nosson said quietly. “If you allow the rabbi to
escape, 1 will give you enough money to make
you richer than the mayor, the deputy mayor, and
the richest businessman in the city combined.”

The guard stood up from his seat. “Are you
crazy?” he hissed.

“No, I’m serious,” Nosson said, reaching into his
pocket and displaying his goods.

The guard’s mouth dropped open. “I will need to
escape from here myself,” he murmured, his eyes
never leaving the precious objects nestled on
Nosson’s palms. “And you will have to, as well.
If you get caught, you will be killed. And what
about the other guards?”

“The guard outside seems amenable to the plan,”
Nosson said carefully. “With your permission, I
will go downstairs to speak to the sentry guarding
the basement and get him on board as well.”

“Go, go,” the guard said, his eyes flashing
greedily.

Nosson descended the rickety staircase into the
damp prison cellar, his heart beating wildly. The
basement guard was leaning against the wall, his
arms folded across his chest. He did not look very
happy to see Nosson, to say the least.

“Sir,” Nosson ventured. “I would like to offer you
an opportunity...” He repeated what he’d told the
other two guards, but their third comrade did not
seem moved.

“Absolutely not,” the guard declared, fanatic
loyalty glinting in his eyes. “I will not betray my
government for all the money in the world. In
fact, I will report you for this! How dare you try
to bribe a representative of the law?!”

“I understand,” Nosson said carefully. “I’m not
talking about a mere fortune, but an incredible
amount of money, more money than you ever
knew existed.”

“I don’t care if you pay me enough money to
make me richer than all the kings of Europe put
together!” the guard roared. “I will not be a
traitor! Now get out of here before I lock you up
in one of these beautiful cells!”

Afraid the guard would make good on his
promise, Nosson scurried back upstairs. The
ground floor sentry looked at him hopefully. “Did
he agree?”

“No,” Nosson replied glumly. “He threatened to
imprison me just for suggesting it.”

The guard began cursing, unhappy that his
workmate downstairs had destroyed his greedy
fantasy. “Wait here,” he said to Nosson. “I’ll go
call my friend in from outside, and we’ll speak to
the basement guard together to try to persuade

29

him.



The two guards left Nosson standing at the
security booth and went downstairs to speak to
their friend. “With the amount of money he’s
planning on giving, we’ll be millionaires
forever!” the outside guard exclaimed.

“We’ll leave the city now, together, and establish
new lives far away,” the upstairs guard added.
“We’ll enjoy the money in peace and security!
You can’t seriously be considering saying no to
such fantastic wealth! This is a dream come true.”

But their friend could not be swayed. “Absolutely
not,” he kept repeated. “I will never betray my
country, not for a cent and not for all the money
in the world. Absolutely not!”

The other two guards exchanged glances. The
outside guard gave a little nod and before the
basement guard could catch on to its meaning,
both of his comrades were upon him, tackling him
to the ground. The upstairs guard drew his sword,
and seconds later, the basement sentry was dead
in a pool of his own blood.

The other two guards froze in shock for a
moment, momentarily horrified by their actions.
The next minute, they shook themselves back into
reality and went to unlock the rabbi’s cell. With
morning upon them in just a few hours, there was
precious little time to lose before they were
caught making their escape.

With a swift turn of the key, the door to the
Vasserover Rav’s cell was unlocked. Without
bothering to poke their heads in and tell him that
he could go free, the two guards went back
upstairs to Nosson and collected their fantastic
reward. They stuffed their pockets and lined their
boots with the valuables and were gone within
five minutes, disappearing into the darkness never
to be seen in Vasserov again. Nosson, too, hastily

left the prison complex, returning to his hotel to
rest.

The Vasserover Rav, who was learning Torah in
his cell despite the unearthly hour, heard the key
turn in the lock of his cell but no jailer appeared.
After a few minutes, he carefully pulled open the
iron door and peeked out. On the floor lay the
dead prison guard in a puddle of congealing
blood, but there was no one else in sight.

The rav looked around again to be sure and then
tiptoed out of his cell. Seeing that the coast was
clear, he sprinted up the stairs and out of the
building, racing through the dark streets back to
his home. Within moments, he was seated in his
study, engrossed in a sefer, like the previous three
weeks in jail had been nothing but a passing
dream.

In the morning, three fresh prison guards came to
relieve their friends from the nighttime shift. To
their shock, they found the security booth outside
the prison completely empty. There was no sign
of the sentry who was supposed to be stationed
inside. A similar scene greeted them inside the
building; the man who was supposed to be
guarding there had likewise disappeared.

Confused and worried, the new guards made their
way to the basement where they stumbled upon
the gruesome scene of their friend, dead on the
floor. The door of the Vasserover Rav’s cell was
still wide open, and even without checking it, they
knew that he was gone.

The guards rushed to call their superiors, and soon
a huge search team was combing the streets of
Vasserov in search of the escaped prisoner. It did
not take long for them to find him, sitting serenely
in front of his Gemara, learning in a sing-song.



“Jew!” the policeman yelled in his ear, twisting
the Vasserover Rav’s hands behind his back and
clicking on handcuffs. “Was one murder not
enough for you? First you deposed of the mayor’s
son, and now you murdered the prison sentry.
You will be held accountable for this!”

The Vasserover Rav shook his head. “I didn’t kill
him!” he protested vociferously. “I didn’t kill the
mayor’s son, and I didn’t kill the guard either!”

“And you expect us to believe that, huh?” the
officer’s eyes burned with a mixture of scorn,
anger, and hatred. “The guard died all by himself,
and you used magical powers to break free from
your cell.”

“I really didn’t kill the guard,” the rav stated,
ignoring the policeman’s sarcasm. “There was
some sort of scuffle between the guards, and then
I noticed that my cell was unlocked, so I just
walked out. I saw the dead guard, and there was
no one else around, so I came home. I was not part
of any escape plan, sir. As you can see, I didn’t
run away; I just came straight home.”

His captor didn’t respond. There was complete
silence as he dragged the rav back toward the
prison, locking him back up in a cell.

Nosson, following the developments from a safe
distance, was overcome with guilt. His amateur
attempt at arranging the jailbreak had failed
spectacularly, landing the rav into hotter water
than before. Not only was the rav’s situation far
more precarious, but now the fate of the entire
Jewish community of Vasserov was also on the
line. Thanks to his inexperience and naiveté, an
entire city of Jews had become fodder for the
voracious appetite of the anti-Semites.

All the Jews of Vasserov, young and old,
undertook a fast to merit otheir salvation. They

thronged to shul, where they poured out their
hearts with unrelenting tears, begging Hashem to
save them. Tefillah was the only action they could
take; there seemed to be no natural way out.

Nosson, overcome with responsibility for the dire
situation, was desperate to do something,
anything, to rectify his error. He thought and
thought, trying to come up with a plan to salvage
the situation along with all the Jewish lives at
stake. Slowly, the seeds of an idea began to form
in his mind, and he made his way to the gentile
side of town to see if he would be able to carry it
out.

To be continued...
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%\ 1 EARNING

RAV SHLOMO FREIFELD AND HIS YESHIVAH
WOULD &0 TO A SUMMER CAMP EVERY YEAR..

oY, VAY! PABEI, T LOVE THE \'\LL
SUMMER BUT T DREAD THE FIOST

DAYS. THIS PLACE IS SUCH A MESS! T
WILL HAVE TO START CLEANING UP IN
THE MORNING/

77021
PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

THAT NIGHT THE RAV ACTS ON AN IDEA..

L.PVWOY NY DN
LET'S DO IT NOW.

BACHURIM, THE KITCHEN IS A REAL MESS. THE
COOK JUST LEFT FOR THE NIGHT. I'D LIKE TO GIVE
HIM A SURPRISE FOR TOMORROW MORNING. ARE
YOU INTERESTED IN CLEANING TONIGHT?

SURE, REBBI!.. WE'RE

OK... SRULY, YOU GATHER THOSE CRATES AND
FOLD THOSE BOXES AND TAKE THEM TO THE CLIR8.
YOS5SI, 60 FIND A MOP AND WASH THE FLOOR. ELI,

CHAIM AND T WILL CLEAN OUT THE STOVE AND SCRUB
THE COUNTERS...

SPOKE, JOKED AND LAUGHED TOGETHER WITH THEIR REBSI.
i 77 —

~ ; YOSSI, CAN WE MOVE THAT ]

REFRIGERATOR OVER THERE?

THAT WAY THE COOK WILL HAVE
“L EASY ACCESS... _

TOGETHER THEY SWEPT, SCOURED AND POLISHED. THEY ALSO i

11

WHEN THEY WERE DONE, THEY WERE LEFT
WITH A BEAUTIFUL, EVERLASTING MEMORY.

GREAT JOB8, ‘
TEAM!/ WE MAY 8E A POOR

YESHIVAH, B8UT THAT DOESN'T
MEAN THAT WE CAN'T BE A
CLEAN ONE/

iy ‘“ 1A\ A
RAV SHLOMO'S PRESENCE FILLED THE ROOM,

MAKING IT AN ENTIRELY JOYFLIL EXPERIENCE
FOR THE STUDENTS TO 8E THERE.

T IT

J7¥Y NPDY M WAS BORN IN EAST NEW YORK, TO DNINY /I AND N2>3 FREIFELD. HE LEARNED IN DN NN NY?
TORAS CHAIM (PN 1 SCHMIDMAN 781> AND LATER ATTENDED Y°972 DN /1 NI WHERE HE WAS A PN 1NN
OF PNY? /1 HUTNER Y7/81. HE MARRIED MY 1N COHEN N7y IN 1953, IN 1463, HE HELPED ESTABLISH THE 2Py 11 OF
TORONTO. IN 1965 HE WAS INVITED TO 8E Y71 IN 972 D?N 1 N2, IN ADDITION, HE HELPED TO ESTABLISH THE
MIN M Y215 OF P12 DM 1 NV AFTER THE NIV MOVED TO BROOKLYN IN 1967, R’ FREIFELD CHOSE TO
REMAIN IN FAR ROCKAWAY AND FOUNDED N2°¥? 23¥) INY WITH 1@ DN, THE N2Y BECAME A MAGNET FOR N7IN-
SEARCHING, IDEALISTIC YOUNG MEN. HIS FIRST WIFE WAS I19) IN 1983, AND IN 1984 HE MARRIED HIS SECOND WIFE,
REBBETZIN SARA ETEL FREIFELD. NIIDY /) OVERFLOWED WITH LOVE OF T AND HIS PEOPLE, AND WAS A KEY FIGURE IN
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DY2O¥9 MOVEMENT IN DNI¥) \IN. HE SINGLEHANDEDOLY 8ROUGHT COUNTLESS OF
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE CLOSER TO THEIR JEWISH ROOTS. HIS DY TNYM INCLUDED MANY KEY JEWISH FIGURES SUCH
AS R MOSHE DOV STEIN 9781, R’ SHMUEL BRAZIL, R’ CHANINA HERZBERG AND R’ MOSHE WEINBERGER.

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 5685-5751 1925-1990 »wn v

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>1p or y"wn nwn.
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