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The One Check

There was a kollel yungerman in Yerushalayim, who lived his life with amazing bitachon. He was able to live in near-
abject poverty as if he did not have a care in the world because of his trust in Hashem, and somehow, his family survived
the daily financial pressures. The man never worried, and all he would say is, “Hashem ya'azor, Hashem will help.”

When it was time to marry off his oldest daughter, she required an apartment, as had become the accepted norm that
when a girl becomes engaged, her parents pay for the apartment. The father of the kallah agreed to pay for the
apartment, and a small apartment that would suffice for the couple’s needs was selected. It cost only $60,000. The
kallah’s mother said to her husband in utter disbelief, “Where will we get 560,000 from? We hardly have enough money

1

for our own simple, daily expenses!” Her husband assured her that she need not worry, as Hashem will provide the
necessary money in time for the wedding, and he returned to his Torah study. The husband was neither a fool nor a
simpleton, but rather, he had a profound sense of bitachon. He reasoned, ‘If Hashem could provide our daily needs,

He could likewise provide $60,000! It was all based upon our zechuyos’

As the wedding date loomed closer, there was still not a penny extra to cover their expenses. The wife was getting
more nervous, while her husband was as serene as ever, as he delved into his learning. His wife, realizing that her
husband had no plans to actively go out and try to come up with the money, decided to speak with Rebbetzin Elyashiv,
whose husband, the posek ha’dor, had a tremendous influence on her husband. When Rav Elyashiv heard about the
situation, he asked for the husband to come see him. He advised the husband that he should make some form of
hishtadlus, to get the funds, and he should not sit back and wait for a miracle.

The husband listened without question, and went to one of his good friends who was the executive director of a large
girls’ school and solicited his assistance. Perhaps he could tell him the name of one of his donors. The director said he
had many donors, but the husband said he only wanted one name. The director told him that due to the large sum
that he needed, he should take a few names, but the husband refused. He randomly chose one name, took the contact
information, and said “Hashem ya’azor”. The director noticed that he took the name of one of his American donors,
but he didn’t have the chance to tell him that his annual donation was fifteen dollars.

The kallah's father immediately sent off a letter explaining his present need, and returned to kollel. His wife and
daughter were beside themselves with worry that they would have to call off the wedding. Three days before the
wedding, an envelope arrived from America. Words cannot describe their shock, joy and utter disbelief to discover a
check for $60,000 in the envelope! The husband was not fazed because he knew Hashem would save them. He
immediately wrote a warm letter of gratitude for the donation, and returned to his learning.

Meanwhile, his friend, the executive director of the school, was beyond shocked. If this is what the American donor
was sending to an unknown kollel fellow, he would surely send him much more! He decided to fly to New York to
personally visit with the American benefactor.

Upon arriving at his home, he was surprised to see that the man lived with his wife and young daughter in a small,
simple apartment. The director told him why he was there, and the man explained with a story.



139

CHAYEINY

OIADDOS

Weekly Inspiration

SEUDAH STORIES

T"OWn mp NwIo
“For many years, my wife and | davened for a child, and finally we were blessed with a little girl. At the age of four
years old, we enrolled her in nursery school. Everything seemed to be going so well in our lives until, one day, we
received a dreaded phone call that our child was hit by a car, r”l. The situation was critical. As she was taken into
surgery, we began to daven fervently for her. All the tears that we shed to have this child were renewed, as we
entreated Hashem to please let her live! | then made a vow that half of the money that we had placed in a savings
account for her dowry would be given to tzedakah, in the hope for a complete recovery.

“Hours elapsed, and finally an exhausted, but smiling, surgeon came out to greet us to inform us that baruch Hashem
the surgery had been successful! That very day, | went to the bank and withdrew half of my account. It amounted to
$60,000. | declared that the first needy person to approach me would receive the money.

“That night, we came home to find a letter in our mailbox from a kollel fellow in Eretz Yisroel. He was marrying off his
daughter and had no money to pay for her apartment. | felt it was Hashem’s way of providing the dowry for one girl
with the dowry of another. Thus, he was the one to whom | sent the entire check!”

Inspiration from a Powerful Simchas Torah Celebration

Moshe Schwab was one of five brothers who grew up in Frankfurt. His father, Reb Yehuda Leib Schwab, decided that
the oldest and third sons, Shimon and Mordechai, would become rabbonim. However, the youngest son, Moshe, would
study Torah for a few years in Eastern Europe and then work in the family business.

In 1933, when Moshe was 16 years old, he followed the path of his brothers and went to study in the Kaminetz
Yeshivah, under the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz. He was captivated by both Rav Boruch Ber and his son-
in-law Rav Reuven Grozovsky, from whom he learned much Torah and mussar. Years later, Rav Schwab would still
marvel at the kavod which Rav Boruch Ber had for his own Rebbe, Reb Chaim Soloveitchik. When Rav Boruch Ber heard
that Rav Chaim was on a train that was passing through Kaminetz, he stood the whole time the train was traveling
through the town in honor of his Rebbe! Under Rav Boruch Ber, the youngest Schwab boy became an incredible talmid
chacham, and learned Torah intensely, day and night.

In 1935, when Moshe was 18, he traveled to Baranovich to study under Rav Elchonon Wasserman. In those years, it
was customary for students of smaller yeshivos to travel to the bigger yeshivos, such as Mir and Novardok, to spend
the month of Elul in preparation for the upcoming Yamim Nora’im with hundreds of other yeshivah students.
Therefore, for Elul and Tishrei of 1935, R’ Moshe went to the Mir, where he learned under the famed Mashgiach, Rav
Yeruchem Levovitz.

Throughout Elul and the inspiring days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, R” Moshe was torn. On one hand he
longed to continue with his Torah studies, which he loved, but he felt a responsibility to his elderly parents, who
expected him to return home after Succos to assist in the family business, as they had planned. The turning point came
in Mir on the night of Simchas Torah. The dancing and singing were extraordinary. Moshe had never witnessed anything
quite like it in his life. In the middle of the circle, dancing with his eyes closed and clutching a small sefer Torah tightly,
was the Mashgiach, Rav Yeruchem. Around him were hundreds of students, locked arm in arm, hand in hand, raising
their voices to shamayim, expressing their love of Hashem and His Torah!
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Moshe’s mind was clouded with his dilemma. He knew the wishes of his parents, but could there be a more elevated
life than one spent in an environment such as this, surrounded by bnei Torah and servants of Hashem?

Suddenly it was his turn to dance with the sefer Torah. It was handed to him carefully, and immediately he joined the
circle of bachurim. Holding the sefer Torah close to his heart, he swore to himself that he would never forsake Torah
study and that it would be his life’s endeavor. As he held the Torah, he davened that Hashem should give him the
courage and strength to overcome any and all obstacles that might stand in his way.

After Yom Tov he began wondering how to compose the letter to inform his parents of his decision, but it was very
difficult for him. A few days passed, and a visitor came to see Moshe. It was a young talmid chacham from the Yeshivah
in Baranovich. After greeting each other warmly, the young man said to Moshe, “On the night of Simchas Torah | had
a dream, but | just dismissed it and | did not take it seriously. However, a few nights later | had the same dream. The
next morning | decided that | had better come and tell it to you.

“In my dream,” the young man continued, “a distinguished looking man with a long white beard came to me and asked
if | knew someone named Moshe Schwab. | told him that | did. He then said to me, ‘Tell him that | have a message for
him.” The old man in the dream then began waving his hands repeatedly upward and said emphatically, ‘Tell him,
‘Mashiv Ha’ruach, rejuvenate the spiritual, the ruchniyus, and then, sweeping his hands downward, he said, ‘U’Morid

o

Ha’geshem, suppress the materialistic, the gashmiyus.!” The young man said, “The first time | had the dream, | really
didn’t make much of it, but then a few nights later the man came back in the dream and said to me, ‘Why haven’t you
gone to Moshe Schwab and deliver my message?’ The next morning | asked around to find out where you were, and |

discovered that you were in the Mir, so here | am, and | have fulfilled my mission.”

Moshe Schwab understood the message immediately; however, he was curious. He asked, “Do you know who that
man was?” The friend replied, “No, | don’t, but if | saw a picture of him, | would surely recognize him.” They began
looking through pictures of gedolim, but no face matched the one in the dream. Finally, as the two of them were
looking through Moshe Schwab’s family pictures, the young man suddenly pointed to a picture and shouted, “That’s
him! That’s the person who came to me in my dream!” Moshe Schwab said that the man in the picture was his mother’s
father, Rav Avrohom Erlanger.

That evening Moshe was able to sit down and compose a letter to his father. He described the visit from his friend and
the dream, and his interpretation of the message. He concluded his letter and asked his father for permission to remain
in the yeshivah. He waited anxiously for a reply. A short while afterwards he got a letter from his father. It contained a
brief phrase that conveyed the message powerfully. It was words from the pasuk in Bereishis (37:11), ‘VAviv shamar
es ha’davar’, ‘And his father kept the matter in mind’, which Yaakov Avinu said as he anticipated seeing the dreams of
his son Yosef come to be. So too, Reb Yehuda Schwab, moved by the message of his father-in-law, now yearned to see
his own son’s dreams fulfilled. Eventually, Rav Moshe Schwab became one of Europe’s most prominent mashgichim!

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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NP NYI9

1. Aside from nap nw, list three other times that the 771N mentions the YIxn »9? 1
a. In which additional instance does it say the “ground swallowed”? 2

2. Aside from YN YK, what country is described as w27 250 nay \In? Where??

3. List at least 323 people (not necessarily by name), in the N7, that died by fire.
(Not necessarily N7 mna vwon) 4
a. List two people in the N7 n who were saved from being killed by fire.

4. When, prior to N9 NYI9, are D9aN) 0T names mentioned?
5. What brought both life and death in this week’s nw9?

6. What are four incidents in the N7 that a person or a group of people are called
ooyw / aywa?®

7. I am from the seventy,
| have three siblings,
| have four children,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwno.
Who am I?

8. | was someone’s end,
| am associated with a place of total destruction,
A nONv was asked regarding me,
| have a place on the naw.
In this week’s nw19 1 am used as an expression of “everlasting”,
Who am I?

Need a hint?

! Twice regarding the N1 nwyn and once in MWNI2

2 ln nSwa nwI9

31tis in this week’s nw19

4 1n this weeks nw9 in Tnbyna, »»0w and no.

5 One is in this week’s N9, one was said by DNMaK, one is in MY WY, one is in NINY NWI.




Angwers

1. It mentions the NP Nwyn in (0,3) ©N9 NWI9 and in (1,8 PNNNI NWIA. It is also
mentioned when P was cursed - NP 179 NX NNYD IWN NNPTRD I NN NINY
P(N0,T) PN DT NIN.

a. Regarding the bodies of the ©» 310 by )0 ©> Ny P it says:
(22,30) WA 7y NN IBYHIN THDS PVI.

2. DMINN - (1,30) WATI 20N NAT NIND NIOYN D VYNN
3. 250 people from N9 N1y (251 according to the xT N1 that N7 as well was burnt.)

a. 1) The fire by the omxnn killed the 70 ©7)p1 (30 )0 7w ).
(N: N w1 brings a VYV that it was the 29 29y that were killed)
2) NN AN
3)

b. onyax (at o>1wd 9X) and n (NTY’'s daughter-in-law)

4. Never. In previous incidents they were referred to D) DWIN or DYaN), Or PNN) YN,
5. NP

6. 1) When nwn refers to Ty np - 015,10) NYND DYYN DIVIND S21N YYD KI 1D

,.

2) When on1ax davens for the DYTD YWIR- (30,m) : YYTDY 7T NIDM NN TN DNIIN ¥IN

3) When nwn tells oaxy yn1 not to fight - »,2) : gy71nan -mb Y ,b NN

7

4) When ny19 admits he is a y¥1 - (15,0): DYYIN 20Y) 2N 11971 TN 1) NYID YN

7. lam from the seventy, - that came down to D> 8N
| have three siblings, - YW, »IM and Taov
| have four children, - DY, 1NN, PN and Sy
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I? - NP

8. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:
We are a group,

Our group is mentioned twice in the N,

The first time we were introduced, - after the Yyyn NVN in XYN
The second time we were used to grant forgiveness for YN 555, - after the xvn of the ©o)n
Part of our group is mentioned in this week’s nvn9, - only 6 are mentioned

Who are we? - The mymo ¥»

LR KM 12 RN PYY VTR — INHY IR
977 19N ToROR 12 TIT PR ,N”Y 2ApY? T N2 191 1971 ,97T DNYAR 12 DIRY 17D

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMNNY NNt 93°
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Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

How were Moshe and Korach related?

e They were first cousins: their fathers, Amram and Yitzhar, were brothers.

e Since Kehas and Yocheved were siblings, Moshe was first cousins with Yitzhar (the son of Kehas), who
was Korach's father, thus making Korach his first cousin once removed. (We could keep going, since
Moshe was also first cousins with his own father by the same calculation, so Korach was Moshe’s first
cousin’s nephew — I’'m not sure what that’s called.)

Some baalei kriah pause slightly after the words, “n%o |a jix1,” before continuing, “jaix1 2a.”" Why?
This pause makes it clear that the phrase “jaixn 12,” “Descendants of Reuvein,” refers back to the entire
previous phrase, and thus indicates that Dasan and Aviram, who were the sons of Eliav, as well as On ben
Peles, were all, “Descendants of Reuvein.”

Against whom did Korach rebel?
Against Hashem, Who told Moshe what to do.?

Name 2 wealthy people in Tanach, one from Bnei Yisrael and one not, who followed the advice of their
wives, which led to their respective downfalls.

e Once, when Korach came home from the beis medrash, his wife asked him what he learned, and he
replied that Moshe taught them to put a string of t'cheiles in their tzitzis. She mockingly said, “I'll make a
tallis ENTIRELY our of t’cheiles!” This attitude spread, and inspired Korach’s rebellion.

Zeresh told Haman to arrange a fifty-amah tall gallow upon which to hang Mordechai, and Haman
wound up being killed on it.*

Before the ground swallowed up Korach and his followers, Moshe announced, “...x1 nio” — “Get away
from these reshaim” — and warned Bnei Yisrael to not get swept away with them.® In what situation
does beis din make this announcement?

When someone who is suspected of lying declares that he is willing to swear, the beis din announces, “Get
away from these [multiple] reshaim”: the person who is about to swear falsely, AND the person who brought
about this situation of chillul Hashem by giving money to someone who isn’t trustworthy.®

On Simchas Torah (and other times), we quote Korach in a popular song. Which song?

Rabbah bar bar Chana, the amora, was shown a place in the ground from which Korach could be heard, in
gehinnom, saying, “max 1NN nax nwn,” “Moshe is true and his Torah is true.”’

Aharon’s stick miraculously sprouted nuts.? Have you ever seen a piece of wood sprout food?

That’s what happens every time a tree grows fruit! Is it any less miraculous that an orange grows from a piece
of wood, which happens to be still stuck in the ground? Or are we just used to it?
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JUST CURIOUS

Korach was jealous of Elitzafan ben Uziel, who was appointed as the nasi of the family of Kehas.®
Chazal list kinah among the bad middos which are “n1yn |n pTxn NX 'x*xIn,” “Take one out of the
world.”'® In what way does jealousy “take one out of the world”?
o Many mefarshim explain that kinah breeds stress and anxiety to the degree that one’s physical health
is compromised, and one’s life is shortened.
One’s “world” and reality are defined by his beliefs and attitudes. A jealous person is oblivious to the
fact that Hashem controls the world and determines what is allotted to each individual. By undermining
his awareness of Hashem’s hashgacha, he has removed himself from his personal “world” of
emunah."

Korach asked Moshe, “Does a tallis which is MADE out of t’cheiles need t’cheiles in its tzitzis?,” and
Moshe responded, “Yes.” Korach mockingly challenged, “Are you telling me that with ONE string of
t’cheiles you’re yotzei, but with a WHOLE tallis of t’cheiles you’re not?!”'? | don’t understand — that’s
what the pasuk says, and that’s what the mitzvah is! Was Korach’s “logical” argument actually such a
good challenge?

Korach was actually expecting Moshe to say that it DOESN'T need t'cheiles, to which Korach would respond,
“So too, the holy Bnei Yisrael don’t need you.” When Moshe didn’t follow the expected “script,” Korach accused
him of making things up.™

Korach complains, “We all heard the first 2 dibros at Har Sinai! Why are you taking all the leadership
for your family?”"* Yes, but Moshe heard ALL 10 dibros, and a lot more — what exactly was Korach’s
argument here?

Korach was saying, “OK, you heard more than us, so you took the malchus. But what makes Aharon more
special than anyone else? He heard what we heard.”"

Why doesn’t Aharon respond at all to Korach?
Befitting his holiness and “mussar personality,” Aharon’s silent response was, “Korach, you’re right, you're
better than me. I'm just following Moshe’s instructions to be the kohein gadol.”"®

How could Aharon participate in the “ketores test” against Korach’s followers, and bring his own
voluntary ketores? Aharon’s own sons died from bringing voluntary ketores!
Moshe was able to give Aharon temporary permission, due to necessity.
It wasn’t actually voluntary ketores: Aharon brought the regular, morning ketores.
When Moshe “fell on his face” in front of Korach, he asked Hashem what to do, and was told to bring
ketores.
Moshe made this decision with ruach hakodesh."’
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Imagine the scene: Dasan and Aviram went out to protest against Moshe with their INFANTS
(Holding them? In strollers?) Why?

Just as some people bring small children to the beis medrash so the words of Torah can penetrate them early
in life, so too, I'havdil, Dasan and Aviram wanted their terrible words to be absorbed by their children.'

After Hashem told Moshe and Aharon that He would destroy Korach and his followers, they fell on their
faces to daven.? This is the source of our practice to do “nefilas apayim” after shemoneh esrei.* What
is the advantage of davening in this position?
e Cognizant of the fact that we stand in front of Hashem when davening, we hide our faces in awe of the
Shechina, demonstrating yiras Hashem, busha, tznius, and anava.
We fall on our faces in distress, demonstrating our submissiveness, which is integral to teshuva. These
feelings allow our tefillos to be more readily accepted.
While covering our eyes and closing our mouths in a “locked up” position, we reflect that we are unable
to accurately predict what will help us and what will harm us, we are not independently capable of
achieving our goals, nor can we even see or speak, without Hashem'’s help. It is for this reason that we
daven shemoneh esrei with our legs “bound” together, aware of how limited we are.?
When Bnei Yisrael bowed in the Bais Hamikdash, they left 4 amos between each person, so that no
one would overhear his friend saying viduy, and cause him to become embarrassed. Likewise, we hide
our faces during tachanun to allow our tefillos to remain private.?®
e We cover our faces to allow for maximal kavana.*

Moshe and Aharon davened, “If ONE person sins, are You going to be upset at EVERYONE?”% Was it
really ONE person? Didn’t many people join Korach?
At first, Bnei Yisrael followed Moshe and Aharon unswayed by Korach. Korach attracted attention to the
“ketores test,” claiming that he sought the kavod of Bnei Yisrael, and people gathered, curious to see if
Hashem would support Korach and re-instate the bechoros. For doubting Moshe, Bnei Yisrael deserved
punishment, but Moshe and Aharon defended them, blaming Korach alone for tricking them.?
Dasan and Aviram tell Moshe, “Even if you poke out our eyes, we’re not coming to talk to you!”?” Why
did they volunteer this seemingly unnecessary, gory scenario?
e They were saying, “You think we’re blind, or you’ll make us blind, so we can’t see that you're tricking us
and not taking us to Eretz Yisrael?"?®
Their statement demonstrates our tendency to say illogical, ridiculous things when we are angry and
engaged in machlokes.?®
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Moshe announced, “If the ground doesn’t open and swallow Korach, Hashem didn’t send me” — even
though Hashem never promised such a miracle. Wasn’t that kind of risky?

He understood that if people still doubted him at this point, the whole Torah was already undermined, because
challengers would continue to arise and sow doubt. Thus, he HAD to miraculously demonstrate his veracity.
Declaring that a neis would occur was low-risk: if it would happen, great, and if it wouldn’t, the situation
wouldn’t be any worse than it already was.*

Moshe announces, “If Hashem creates a BRAND-NEW creation, by making the ground open up to
swallow Korach and his followers, you will know that they angered Hashem.”*' Weren’t earthquakes
already “invented”?

This earthquake was unique: the ground opened, swallowed Korach’s people, and immediately closed, like a
mouth eating.*

“Don’t be like Korach”* is listed by some rishonim as one of the mitzvos lo saaseh. How does one
violate this aveirah?
By perpetuating a fight*, such as by speaking, and perhaps even listening to, lashon hara®.

Hashem prepared the pi ha’aretz that swallowed Korach at the very end of the 6™ day of creation, right
before Shabbos.*®* Why did it have to be prepared so far in advance?

At the end of brias haolam, when it SEEMED like the world could be set on “auto-pilot,” Hashem prepared 10
things which would eventually serve as reminders that Hashem is still in charge, such as the pi ha’aretz which
would many years later demonstrate that Hashem gave Moshe the Torah.*’

IN YOUR OPINION

Did you ever get mad at someone who “did something horrible to you” — only because you were
already cranky about something else?

Korach had been harboring rebellious intentions for a long time. In the beginning of Bnei Yisrael's stay in the
midbar, everything went fine, and they loved Moshe, whose davening saved them after the Chet HaEigel. Had
Korach rebelled then, they would have killed him. However, after the deadly experiences of Taveira, Kivros
HaTaavah, and the debacle of the Meraglim, people were bitter, and it was the perfect moment for Korach to
capitalize on their negativity, and rebel.*®

Korach suffered from jealousy.*® Why is it so bad to be jealous of someone?

One who is jealous of his friend’s possessions feels anxious until he manages to attain them as well. If he does
achieve this goal, he begins to seek honor and dominion over others, eventually even doing avodah zara. If he
doesn’t get what he wants, his life is full of pain and distress. Eventually, this may lead to his own death, or
lead him to hatred, and eventually to murder.*°
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Weekly Inspiration Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
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Throughout the ages, klal Yisroel had many famous n*j70v. The Picciotto family was one of those great families. They were known for
their great nnon and w91 n1on for the klal. They came from Europe and settled in Aleppo (Aram Soba), Syria, while retaining their
European citizenship, thus enjoying the protection of the European powers. For five generations, starting from around T"npn nav
(1784), they served as consuls for various European powers, protecting their countries’ business interests. They did everything within
their power to help their fellow Yidden.

The country that Signor Moshe Picciotto hailed from, was not doing well.? Its economy was collapsing and an enemy on its western
border was threatening attack. The king, however, was not concerned. He had plenty of gold in the palace, and he was safe. Something
else upset him. He called for a cabinet meeting. All of his ministers sat respectfully. They knew from experience that one wrong word
could land them in the king’s dungeon. The king addressed his ministers. “I've gathered you here today to discuss a most important
matter. Some of the royal white horses which pull the big white chariot of His Majesty the king — that's me — are getting old. They are not
quite worthy for the king’s chariot. We need someone to travel to Aleppo and purchase majestic horses that will truly be an honor for His
Majesty — that’s me - when | ride on the chariot. Does anyone want to go?” No one volunteered. Growing impatient, the king demanded
a response. Finally, after some of his ministers offered their lame excuses, Minister Igor responded. “Your Majesty, | see that your other
ministers couldn’t care less about His Majesty’s honor. |, Igor, am extremely loyal to His Majesty, and | would love to go! Signor Moshe
Picciotto is an ambassador for His Majesty in Aleppo, is he not? He is in expert on horses, and a great business man. | will travel to
Aleppo, and ask Signor Moshe to help me. Surely, he will find the most beautiful horses for His Majesty.” As he spoke, all the other
ministers listened wide eyed. This was odd. Minister Igor didn’t usually volunteer. However, they knew how much he hated Jews, and
they had a feeling that he was working on a bitter plan against them. Minister Igor was not very well liked, and they were happy to be rid
of him, even if it was only temporarily, while he purchased the horses.

The king wanted Minister Igor to travel immediately, but Igor was taking his time. He told the king that he had a pressing personal issue
to attend to first so that his mind would be clear for the king’s important mission. Inside he sneered, his delaying had nothing to do with
loyalty to the king. It was all part of a vicious scheme. He wanted to arrive in Aram Soba on the Jewish Shabbos. Signor Moshe would
not come to greet him on Shabbos, and then he would convince the king that Signor Moshe was not loyal to him. The king would remove
him, and then, he thought to himself with glee - I, Igor will take his place! He let out a terrible bark of laughter as he thought about it.

As planned, Minister Igor arrived in Aleppo on a wonderful Shabbos morning. The royal trumpets were sounded. The crier announced
the arrival of His majesty’s minister. Minister Igor was received by many gift bearing dignitaries, and a long flattering speech was delivered.
In Signor Moshe’s shul, it was time for qo1n. He heard someone calling him quietly, but urgently. “Signor Moshe! | must talk to you right
away!” “What's the matter?” Signor Moshe whispered back. “Is there a Yid whose life is in danger?! Is it nivi91 n120? Of course, | am
ready to come!” The man replied, “The king’s minister, Igor, has arrived. Everyone has gone out to greet him. If you are not there it will
not look good for you.” Signor Moshe did not share the man’s sense of urgency. The man continued. “This is a special day for the king.
His minister has arrived!” “Today is also a special day for the King of all kings, the x1n 3102 wiTpn n'mn 2'm Ym! It's wp naw!
| do not go to work on Shabbos.” That was Signor Moshe’s final response, and with that he proceeded to daven qo. After davening
he led his nT1v0Q, sang ninmr, and went on with his Shabbos afternoon nTiay. A Yid told him that Minister Igor had asked for him a
few times. Signor Moshe knew that Igor would use his absence against him. He explained to those who asked why he didn't go, that he
works for a Bigger King, and he went on with his ni'n nTiay. After n'7 720 he briefly entertained the idea of paying Minister Igor a visit,
but he quickly changed his mind, “Nah, not now. It's time to eat n2'm n1'm. Tomorrow morning there will be plenty of time.”

Sure enough, Sunday morning, Signor Moshe met with Minister Igor, who greeted him with a scowl. Minister Igor let him know that he
considered his absence disloyalty to the king, and that he would be sure to let the king know of it. “Listen to me,” Signor Moshe said
bravely, “l am serving a greater king, the 810 3102 WiTn D'7a0 2'Mm 7'7n. It was my Shabbos. You maliciously planned your arrival
for when | couldn’t come. | know when the cabinet meeting was. However, if | must lose my position, okay. What can | do?!” Minister Igor
wrinkled his nose in disgust, and said mockingly, “I will make sure, Signor Moshe, that you lose a lot more than your position.” He cackled
maliciously. Then he informed Signor Moshe that he already purchased the nicest horses, and that Signor Moshe was not needed. Signor
Moshe wished him a nice trip home, and Minister Igor set out with all the horses that he had purchased for the king. On his way home,
he stopped by the Senior Consul in Damascus. The main ambassador was away and someone else was filling in for him. Minister Igor
was tired, and wanted something to drink. He drank one bottle. Another bottle. Another bottle. And his tongue became very lose. In his
drunkenness he spilled out his entire plot against Signor Moshe. What he did not know was that the substitute ambassador was a friend

1 Rabbi David Sutton, Aleppo City of Scholars, pp. 15 & 287-290
2 Rabbi Fishel Schachter, Dial-A-Shiur Tales of Tzadikim, shiur #616
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of Signor Moshe. Right away, this ambassador wrote a letter to Signor Moshe to inform him of the trouble that was brewing for him.
However, the messenger misplaced the letter, and felt too guilty to say anything about it, and the letter was never delivered.

When Minister Igor arrived home, he met with the king's royal secretary. The royal secretary informed Minister Igor that they were planning
a parade in the king's honor to parade the king’s new horses to him. Minister Igor insisted that he wanted to ride the most impressive of
the king’s new horses over to the king. He wanted everyone to see him on the big horse! However, Minister Igor hadn’t been trained to
ride such horses. These were the racecars of horses, with a lot of horse power! They required special training to handle them, but Minister
Igor insisted. The royal secretary, was reminded of the Biblical Haman, and how Haman wanted to ride the royal horse. It seemed to him
like Minister Igor was taking after Haman. He mentioned this to Minister Igor, and reminded him how Haman ended up getting smelly
garbage on his head. He also provided him with another warning that being an unprofessional horseman, he may not be able to handle
the horse well enough. Minister Igor, did not take too kindly to the royal secretary’s sensible warnings. “Leave me alone you fool! | will
include you in the conspiracy that | am planning against Signor Moshe!” The royal secretary eventually relented and Minister Igor got his
way.

It didn’t end well for Minister Igor. As powerful and intimidating as the king was, he was a n71 "2 ', and like any other o1 W3,
he couldn’t even figure out how to get dressed in the morning with out Hashem'’s help, let alone make decisions that affected other
people. As he stood outside in his fancy robes and crown, standing on his porch waving at the cheering spectators, he watched the
parade which was proceeding in his honor, and Hashem put an idea into his head. The king watched Minister Igor as he rode the king’s
majestic horse, sitting on the shiny saddle, proudly riding at the head of the long line of horses, and the king got the impression that
Minister Igor was imagining himself as king. The king mentioned this to his royal secretary, who agreed wholeheartedly with the king's
assessment of the situation. The king ordered Minister Igor off the horse. Minister Igor was not ready to listen. “What?!” he yelled, “Why
are you disturbing me in my finest moments?” He was enjoying smiling at the people as the great hero who brought back the king's white
horses. Suddenly, he felt like he was losing control of his horse. As he passed the royal zoo, the horse was becoming frightened from
the lions and bears. As much as he tried to find the emergency brakes, he could not gain control of the powerful beast. Finally, the horse
reared up on its rear legs and sent Minister Igor flying! The royal secretary took a step back, and slowly shook his head back and forth,
as he watched the spectacle. He was amazed. He thought to himself, “How did he do that trick?? Wow! The horse lifted him from the
back and Minister Igor is shooting through the air! He looks very interesting flying through the air! He’s crashing into those garbage cans!
Wait. Let me take a closer look. He went head first into the garbage cans, and his feet are now dangling.” The king ran over. “What is
going on over here?!” Minister Igor was pulled out of the garbage can so he could answer the king’s question. He was a little bit dizzy.
The king immediately had him thrown in the dungeon. He would have plenty of time to rest over there.

Finally, the king had a chance to take a good look at the new horses that had been purchased. He was very impressed! “Signor Moshe
has outdone himself, going out and finding such wonderful beasts! Do me a favor,” he said to his royal secretary, “Please write a letter
to Signor Moshe heaping him with compliments! Thank him for all that he has done for me!” The royal secretary was more than happy to
comply. It didn’t take long for the Senior Consul in Damascus to receive the letter on its way to Signor Moshe. He called over his
messenger to deliver it. As he was getting ready to go, this messenger found the first letter which he had misplaced. He decided to deliver
both of the letters at the same time.

When he arrived at Signor Moshe’s office, Signor Moshe ushered him in. “Hello Signor Moshe. | have two letters for you.”

“Okay. Let me see. What are the two letters that you have for me?”

“‘One is a shtickle delayed.”

‘Let me see the two letters. One of them has the kings wax seal on it. Uh oh. | hope this is not a problem. Wait. Let me open
the first letter first. What!? It's a warning from the Consul in Damascus! Oh no! That Minister Igor is going to tell the king that the Jews
are plotting AGAINST HIM! OY GEVALT!!! Oy! Let me open this second letter from the king. Oh no. Maybe this is an order for me to
show up by the palace. Oy gevalt! - What??? What does he say in the second letter?? — “My dear Signor Moshe, thank you so much for

the wonderful horse! Only you, who are so loyal to the king, could have done this for me!”— What is happening over here? Wait a second.
When were you supposed to deliver the first letter?”

“Me? Um, a couple of months ago. Yes. Yes. Yes. But it's within the same year. You know, within the same year you can’t make
anew 11"'nnv, so | figured it's close enough. See, actually ...

“Why didn't you deliver it right away?”

“Well, actually | kind of lost it, and | was scared to say | lost it, but when | sat down with this letter, | found the first letter.”

‘Do you realize the great o3 that the n'7iy 7¢ nian did for me!!? If | would have gotten the first letter, for weeks and

weeks | would have gone around in sheer terror! The n7iy 7¢ iaian arranged that | got one letter, and a second later | opened the
next letter! Hashem made it that when | would worry, it would only be for a minute!

What a powerful story! Signor Moshe pushed away all his worries in honor of Shabbos, and Hashem saved him from who knows how
many months of worry. In addition, Signor Moshe was well liked, and people wanted to help him. Ultimately, Hashem was his greatest
fan, and He is ours too. Hashem made sure that he wouldn’t have to worry for much time at all. We can always count on Hashem to be
there for us as well.

2|A Life of Truth
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Week #422 Hi Ch@g Shabb@s

Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

nitiative —

Is it permissible for a nursing mother to express milk to prepare a bottle for
an infant?

It is prohibited to express milk into a bottle for an infant on Shabbos. If the baby
cannot or does not want to nurse and the mother is experiencing pain or is
concerned that the milk flow may become diminished, she may express milk.
However, the expressed milk may not be used and must be disposed of. According
to many Poskim, the milk must be expressed in a manner that renders it inedible,
for example, by first placing a non-edible substance (e.g. bit of liquid soap or
vinegar) into the receptacle and then expressing the milk into it.

If the time is close to the end of Shabbos and the mother is not currently
experiencing pain and will not experience any by waiting until the close of Shabbos,
then it is preferable for her to wait, since this leniency should only be used when
necessary.

Is it permissible to warm a baby’s bottle? May the bottle be immersed in a
bowl of hot water that was poured from a kettle or urn?

A bottle may be warmed following the guidelines of Bishul:

e A bottle may be placed either near an oven, in warm water (less than
110°F), or in a warm place as long as the above places cannot reach yad
soledes (110°F).

e I[f placing the bottle into hot water that is above 110°F to warm up:

If the bottle contains a cooked/pasteurized drink (i.e. all bought
drinks), or water, it may be placed in water that was poured from an
urn into a utensil and is thus a kli sheini.

If the bottle contains mother’s milk, it may be placed in the hot water
only if it is in a kli shlishi, i.e. water from an urn poured into one cup,
which is then poured into a second cup.

Note: When using warm water to defrost or warm a bottle, one may not fully
submerge the bottle in the water since this is considered insulating (Hatmana).
Rather, a part of the bottle should remain outside the water.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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WEEK 38

2-1"7WN"DY Y R-NMY VY'Y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

I'm renting a house with a pool in the backyard, and the kids wanted to go to the pool area to eat
their Shabbos Party (with an adult). Is there any problem with that?

QUESTION 2

| have a big yard, and | cordoned off part of it to grow some vegetables during the summer. While
playing on naw afternoon, the children’s ball rolled there. Are they allowed to get it? It's all fenced

>

QUESTION 3

| was thinking about making the WITP for my upcoming NNNW on my lawn. Is there anything wrong
doing that?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| am part of a group of a few women that get together in the Shul's Hall to prepare people’s
Kiddushim when there is a nNnW. The preparations can include selecting or sorting out
miniatures/plasticware. Do we have to do it right before the Kiddush will start, or can we set up
early enough to give ourselves time to go home and set up our own NITIYD?

Answer: When sorting from a mixture, even when it is the “good” from the “bad”, it also must be for
immediate use. For example, a woman wouldn’'t be able to select cutlery or peel foods for an
upcoming meal, if she wants to Daven after setting it up. Therefore, if one is setting a table both at
their own house and somewhere else, they would have to ensure that the place they are doing first
entails no types of 7112, such as sorting or peeling.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
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QUESTION 2

| went down to a WITP in my Shul and started eating, when | got a message from my wife in the
Ladies Section that she didn't here WITP. Can | make wWIT'P for her even though | already made for
myself?

Answer: Normally one can’'t make a nd12 on food for someone else, unless they are also eating and
need the N2> for themselves as well. Therefore, making a [92n "9 X1 if one already made the no12
wouldn't be allowed. However, the "T-2"U1 X"N1 writes that WIT'j7 is an exception. It is considered a
NIXNN ND12 which has NNy, and one may therefore make another |92 "9 X112 on a cup of wine for
someone else if there is no other WITP readily available.

QUESTION 3

We all came back from the WITj7 and are ready to start our NTIVO. Is there any |1V for me to make
WIT'j? again before we start?

Answer: Once one makes WITP and ate NN, he is XXI' the |'T of NTIVD DIpNA WITP and no longer
needs WITP. Therefore, the N27N W'V is that there is no need to make WITP again.

Notwithstanding the above, there are people who do make WIT'{g again. The reason they are 1'nNn
is possibly that eating cake or NN is not considered a NTIVD, (see "IAND" 'N-2"V1 ND7N NINA) especially
if one is planning on having a full NTIVD afterwards, and therefore a proper NTIYO DIPNA WIT'P has not
been accomplished yet. Those who are 7'nNn to make WITP again should drink some wine during
the meal, as it is not clear if [IThN N> will work for the wine of WITP, since that wine may not be
considered part of the meal. Drinking wine during the meal connects it to the meal and allows the
[ITnN NDM2 to work for all the wine.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Undercover
Part 111

Recap: Nosson, a yeshiva bachur, helped the old
shochet Reb Lemel every day, and couldn’t help
but wonder about certain mysterious behaviors
he witnessed. Before Reb Lemel passed away, he
bequeathed one-third of his money to Nosson and
instructed him on what to do with the remainder.
Nosson retrieved the money and realized that he
became a millionaire overnight.

Nosson stood in the faint glow of the moonlight,
sagging under the weight of both the treasure and
the secret, contemplating his next steps. It was
clear to him that Reb Lemel did not want him to

publicize their final conversation, but he
desperately needed guidance. He was only
eighteen years old, and the burden of his
newfound wealth was just too much for him to
carry alone.

“Rav  Laizer!” he suddenly exclaimed,
remembering what Reb Lemel had instructed.
Grunting, he shifted the heavy bundles in his
hands and began walking to Rav Laizer’s house.
The hour was late, very late, but he knew that his
rebbi would still be awake, learning by the feeble
light of a candle.

Rav Laizer seemed surprised to see him at his
doorstep at that unearthly hour. “Nosson,” he
cried softly, taking in his student’s disheveled
appearance and muddy hands. “What’s going on
here?”

Nosson staggered through the door, dragging the
bundles with him, and began to cry. “Please help
me!” he said between his tears. “It’s just too

",

much! I need to speak to someone

Rav Laizer stroked his shoulder reassuringly.
“Come take a seat, Nosson. I’'m listening.”

Nosson began to speak, and he did not stop until
he completely unburdened himself. He described
the mysterious behavior he’d observed over the
years in Reb Lemel’s home, explaining how he’d
always felt that there was more to the elderly
shochet than met the eye. Then he told Rav Laizer
how Reb Lemel had told him earlier in the day
that he would die at midnight, and the instructions
he’d given about his inheritance. He described the
agonizing hour before Reb Lemel had passed
away and the strange scene in the cemetery.

At last, he gestured at the heavy bundles lying at
his feet. “I went tonight to retrieve the money,” he



finished wearily. “As Reb Lemel instructed, I put
back one-third of the money in its hiding place.
These two bundles each contain another third of
inheritance, one for me and one for Velvel the
watercarrier. Rebbi, please help me. I am so
confused by the entire story, and so overwhelmed
by all this money. I can’t do this alone.”

Rav Laizer listened carefully, his mind clicking
rapidly. “Nosson,” he said softly when his student
fell silent at last, “You will leave your portion of
the inheritance here, with me, just as Reb Lemel
instructed. | will keep it safe for you until you get
married. There is no need for you to think about
it again until then. Try to keep thoughts of your
wealth out of your head as much as you can;
besides making you overwhelmed, it will also
distract you from learning.”

Nosson sighed with relief. “Of course,” he said,
feeling a hundred pounds lighter. “Thank you.
That would make things so much easier for me.
But why did Reb Lemel leave me so much
money?”’

“This 1s part of your heavenly reward for the
mitzvah of bikor cholim that you fulfilled so
devotedly for the past five years,” Rav Laizer said
with certainty. “I have no doubt that Hashem is
repaying you now for your incredible devotion to
Reb Lemel.”

“And what about Velvel the watercarrier?”
Nosson asked. “What was his connection to Reb
Lemel? Reb Lemel must have felt very close to
him, bequeathing him so much money, and he
cried an unusual amount of tears at the cemetery,
indicating that the warm relationship went both
ways. But if they were so close, why does no one
seem to know about it?”

Rav Laizer was quiet for a long while, and when
he spoke, he chose his words carefully.
“Everything I’ve known about Reb Lemel, in
addition to everything you’ve just told me now,”
he said slowly, “seems to indicate that he was not
just an elderly shochet, but a lamed-vavnik, one of
the thirty-six hidden tzaddikim.”

A shocked squeak emerged from Nosson’s throat.

“Not only that,” Rav Laizer continued, “But it
also seems clear to me that Velvel, too, is a hidden
tzaddik. And the other paupers whom you saw at
the kever, crying hysterically over Reb Lemel’s
passing, are probably part of the same group.”

“But... but...” Nosson struggled to find the words
that would accurately voice the hundreds of
question marks chasing each other around his
mind.

“Nosson, I don’t believe that this is the end of the
story,” Rav Laizer said gently. “It seems to me
that this is just the beginning. Tomorrow, you’ll
bring Velvel his portion of the money, and then
report back to me.”

Nosson nodded as he stood up to go. “Thank

you,” he whispered, grateful for his rebbi’s
support, guidance, and wisdom.

The next morning, between Shacharis and first
seder, Nosson went to the market to try to find
Velvel the watercarrier. He wanted to fulfill Reb
Lemel’s directive and give the watercarrier his
portion of the inheritance. He walked around the
town square, weaving between the stalls, but did
not see anyone resembling the man he’d first
glimpsed at Reb Lemel’s graveside.



“Where can I find Velvel the watercarrier?” he
asked the Shlomka the wagon driver, who was
idling near his wagon as he waited for clients.

“No idea,” the wagon driver drawled, taking a
long draw on his cigar.

Nosson continued his inquiries, but no one, from
the greengrocer to the cobbler, knew where
Velvel was.

Shrugging, he returned to yeshiva to learn. He
could not afford to waste the entire morning in
futile search of Velvel. Later, after he learned
with his chavrusah for the entire seder, he would
return to the market square to find Velvel.

During his afternoon break, after a blissful
morning engrossed in a thorny sugya, Nosson
headed back to the marketplace, almost turning
the place upside down in his attempt to find the
watercarrier. Despite his best efforts, he simply
could not find the man. Is Velvel hiding from me?
he wondered as he walked back dejectedly to
yeshiva.

Sitting down at his regular place in the bais
medrash, he opened his Gemara and pushed all
thoughts of Velvel and Reb Lemel out of his
mind, focusing on the text before him. Before
long, he was swept away by his studies, the
watercarrier all but forgotten.

“Excuse me?”’

Nosson rubbed his eyes and looked up from his
Gemara at the bachur standing at his elbow.
“Yes?”

“Are you Nosson?” the boy asked breathlessly.
“Sorry for disturbing. There’s someone outside, a
beggar, and he’s asking for you.”

Nosson’s heart skipped a beat as he stood up from
his chair. Velvel! “Thank you, I’ll go out to him,”
he told the boy, throwing an apologetic glance at
his chavrusah.

Indeed, standing outside of the yeshiva building
was Velvel the watercarrier himself. “Nosson,” he
said when the bachur came into view. “Shalom
aleichem; I'm Velvel. 1 believe you have
something for me?”

“Yes, I do,” Nosson said eagerly. “Please wait
here; 1 concealed it somewhere for you. I’ll be
right back.”

“No problem,” Velvel agreed.

Nosson returned a few minutes later, cradling the
heavy bundle. “Here it is,” he announced, handing
the sack to Velvel.

“Come with me behind those trees, and we’ll
count it together” Velvel said. “This is not
something I want the entire yeshiva to see.”

They walked together into the small woods
behind the yeshiva building, and Velvel untied the
bundle. Spreading out the piece of material flat on
the muddy ground, he began to calculate the value
of its contents, murmuring to himself as he kept
count. When he finished, he gathered the edges of
the cloth and tied it back together.

“Is it the right amount?”” Nosson queried.

“Yes, to the last cent,” Velvel confirmed, looking
up at him from his perch on the ground. “You
divided up the money the way you were supposed
to and followed Reb Lemel’s words perfectly.”

“Can you tell me what’s going on here?” Nosson
asked carefully. “The whole story with Reb



Lemel was so strange, and I'm trying to
understand what’s happening.”

Velvel’s face darkened as he stood up, dusting
himself off. “Don’t stick your nose in where you
don’t belong,” he warned ominously. “You
fulfilled your mission with Reb Lemel, and now
it’s time for you to return to yeshiva to learn. Stay
out of this.” He waved and began walking away,
carrying the heavy treasure.

Nosson watched him go, and the faint curiosity
within him flowered into a burning desire to
follow the watercarrier. What was the man
hiding? Was he really, as Rav Laizer conjectured,
a hidden tzaddik?

As he headed back inside to his beloved Gemara
and his waiting chavrusah, Nosson decided to
shadow the watercarrier later that evening, to try
to uncover the mysterious secret surrounding
Velvel, and by extension, the late Reb Lemel. He
made some discreet inquiries to discover where
Velvel lived, and decided that after night seder, he
would set up watch outside the watercarrier’s
home.

Later that evening, true to his intentions, Nosson
slipped away from his friends and went to
Velvel’s home. Making himself comfortable on a
large boulder in the shadows, he settled down to
wait. He had no idea how long he would have to
wait for Velvel to come out. Perhaps he would
remain closeted inside his house until dawn! But
no matter how long it took, Nosson was
determined to stick it out on the rock until he was
able to follow Velvel and, hopefully, discover
some important secrets.

He didn’t have to wait too long. At around
midnight, Velvel suddenly appeared in the

doorway of his home. Nosson shrank back, but
Velvel didn’t seem to notice him. He looked right,
then left, and began running as fast as his elderly
legs could carry him. Nosson counted to three to
leave a safe distance between them and then took
off after Velvel as discreetly as possible.

The watercarrier ran and ran until he managed to
shake Nosson of his trail somewhere in middle of
the forest. Disappointed, Nosson left the forest
and went to his lodgings to sleep, resolving to
come back the next night to shadow Velvel again.

For the next two weeks, Nosson spent his nights
on the boulder outside Velvel’s home, and every
night without fail, he followed the watercarrier on
a sprint through the forest. Since he couldn’t risk
Velvel noticing him, it was almost impossible not
to lose the watercarrier’s trail once he entered the
forest, and day after day, Nosson went to sleep in
disappointment, no wiser than he’d been the night
before.

Still, he maintained his nightly forays into the
forest after Vevel, hoping that his persistent
efforts would eventually lead to results. Over
time, he got better and better at trailing the
watercarrier, managing to pursue him stealthily
deep into the forest.

After many nights of failure, Nosson finally
discovered exactly where Velvel was going. His
destination was a small shack well-hidden
between towering oaks and dense shrubbery.
From far, Nosson could see smoke rising from the
chimney of the shack. As he got closer, he could
make out the sound of crying.

Tiptoeing right up to the shack, he put his ear to
the wall, trying to make sense of what was going
on inside. It sounded like there was a group of



men inside, all crying bitterly. Nosson realized
that it was probably a group of tzaddikim, who
had come together to mourn the destruction of the
bais hamikdash at chatzos.

He stood behind the shack for more than an hour,
his ear pressed against the wall. After a long time,
he recognized Velvel’s voice, saying divrei
Torah. Nosson was a gifted young talmid
chacham, who knew how to learn Gemara well,
but he could not understand any of the
terminology that Velvel was using. He seemed to
be discussing a limud that Nosson had never
heard before.

Some more time passed, and then he heard the
members of the group bidding each other
goodbye. Nosson jumped, making a quick exit
before he was discovered. He didn’t quite
understand the meaning of what he’d overheard,
but one thing he knew for certain: now that he’d
found Velvel’s destination, he would certainly be
going again. There was something magnetic
about the shack and its occupants that was
drawing him back.

Nosson didn’t go back every night, since he did
need some sleep, but he began frequenting the
forest a few nights a week. He would wait until he
was certain that all the participants in the group
were already in the shack, and then he would
sneak into the forest and eavesdrop on what was
taking place inside.

One fine morning, Nosson was outside when he
happened to catch a glimpse of VVelvel walking to
the marketplace. All at once, his curiosity rose to
the forefront, and before he had time to rethink his
actions, he hurried over to the elderly
watercarrier. “Velvel, do you remember me? I’'m

the one that gave you the money from Reb
Lemel.”

Velvel’s face registered recognition, although he
was clearly wondering what the young bachur
wanted from him. “Hello,” he responded warily.

Nosson forged on. “Please tell me who you really
are,” he begged. “And please tell me what you do
in the shack in the forest.”

Velvel’s expression closed instantly. “Young
man,” he said coldly. “You are supposed to be in
yeshiva. Go back to the bais medrash, where you
belong, and stop following other people.”

“Please, I really want to know,” Nosson
beseeched. “I used to be close to Reb Lemel, and
now I want to get close to you. Please!”

Velvel wasn’t moved by his passionate entreaty.
“Don’t be foolish,” he said curtly. “Go back to
yeshiva. Your job is to toil in Torah.”

Nosson would have continued pleading, but
Velvel pointedly walked away, leaving the
bachur standing alone, gazing forlornly after him.

That first rejection didn’t stop Nosson from trying
again. And again. And again.

Almost every day, he sought out Velvel in the
market square. Often, he did not encounter the
mysterious watercarrier, but whenever he did, he
persisted in begging for permission to join Velvel
in what Nosson was sure was a unique and hidden
service of Hashem. He also continued to visit the
shack in the middle of the night, listening in with
his ear pressed against the wall, but he didn’t dare
knock on the door.

One Friday afternoon, Nosson was walking to his
lodgings when Velvel passed by, on his way



home from the mikvah. The watercarrier’s face
was radiant with an otherworldly glow, holiness
shining out from is eyes. Nosson promptly turned
around and began walking alongside him,
escorting him home.

When they reached Velvel’s home, Nosson began
to beg the watercarrier, for the umpteenth time, to
reveal to him his secret. “All I’'m asking you is to
teach me your Torah. That’s all I want. Please let
me in!”

For the first time, Velvel didn’t brush him off
immediately, and Nosson allowed himself a tiny
smidgen of hope. The watercarrier’s mouth was
puckered in thought, and when he finally
responded, it was very cautiously. “Nosson, you
are a good boy, and | must admit that | like you a
lot. But you must understand that we are talking
about something very dangerous. You’re toying
with life and death. If I allow you to come with
me, [ might be endangering your life.”

“Please, please,” Nosson begged, sensing that
Velvel’s resolve was wavering. “Let me come
with you, and I will not say a word. | promise to
observe everything silently.”

Velvel was silent for another long, thoughtful
moment. “Alright,” he finally said. “This Motzai
Shabbos, you should go to the mikvah before
chatzos, and then you can come together with me.
I will try my best to gain entry for you, and | have
a reason why I am willing to do so, but I can’t
promise that | will succeed. I am only one of the
group, so if the rest of the men don’t agree, you
will not be allowed to enter.”

Nosson left Velvel’s house, his stomach a mess of
roiling emotions. He was excited and

apprehensive at the same time, and spent Shabbos
in dreaded anticipation.

Motzai Shabbos finally came. Nosson went to the
mikvah before chatzos and then went to meet
Velvel at his home. The two set off in the
watercarrier’s old and rickety wagon, not
exchanging a single word the entire trip. After a
few minutes, they reached the shack within the
forest.

There were already fifteen other men in the room
when Velvel knocked on the door, and they stood
up respectfully for him. Then they noticed that he
was accompanied by a young bachur.

“Who 1is this?” one of the beggars called to
Velvel, pointing his finger at Nosson.

“This bachur is a big tzaddik,” Velvel responded.
“One day, he’s going to reach extraordinary
heights in Torah. He is worthy of participating
here.”

“Anyone who walks past the threshold of this
shack and does not hear the bas kol in the voice
of a dove will die,” another pauper reminded
Velvel.

The Gemara (Brachos: 23) says that
every time a minyan recites “Yeher
shmei rabbah,” a heavenly voice in the
form of a dove comes over the room and
begins to cry, “Oy [l'banim shegalu
mishulchan avihem (woe is to My
children, k/al Yisrael, which left their
Father).”

The Shechinah, too, is in exile, separated
from k/al Yisrael. Each time Jews recite
Yehei shmei rabbah, Hashem cries for
the loss of His beloved children. In



comparison to a dove who has lost its
entire family, Hashem cries out, “Where
has My family gone?”

While most people cannot hear the bas
kol, great tzaddikim and mekubalim
were able to hear each time kaddish was
recited.

The pauper stood up, “Velvel, Velvel! Does this
young man hear the bas kol? If not, he cannot
enter.”

Velvel glanced sideways at Nosson, his eyes
questioning.

“No,” Nosson said truthfully.

Velvel shrugged apologetically. “In that case, it
looks like they won’t let you in. I’'m sorry,
Nosson, but I told you it’s not entirely up to me.”

Nosson was crestfallen. After so many weeks of
trying, he had finally reached this point. He was
so close to going in; how could he turn around
now?! “Please, Velvel, please!” he entreated,
tears forming in his eyes. “Please let me in!”

Velvel closed his eyes for a moment, seemingly
in thought, before beginning to speak. “This boy,”
he announced to the others sitting around the
table. “Has something even greater than hearing
the bas kol. And for that reason, he should be
allowed inside.”

Nosson realized this was his last chance. He held
his breath.

To be continued...
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AT A LARGE GATHERING IN THE HOME OF THE KSAV SOFER, IT WAS PASSED FROM HAND TO HAND, AND

RAV AVROHOM SHMUEL BINYOMIN SOFER ZT’L, THE RAV OF AT SOME POINT, THE COIN DISAPPEARED!
PRESSBLURE, MANY GREAT RABBANIM OF THE GENERATION WERE

PRESENT. IN HIS DESIRE TO HONOR HIS GUESTS, THE KSAV
SOFER SHOWED THEM AN ANTIQUE COIN.

RABBOSAI/ THIS
COIN IS A REAL MACHATZIS HASHEKEL
COIN FROM THE TIME OF THE BEIS
HAMIKDASH. IT IS OVER TWO THOUSAND
YEARS OLD!

RABBOSAI, WHO HAS
THE COIN?

RPABBOSAI, AFTER A HALF HOLIR OF FRANTIC MAZEL TOV!! T FOUND
EVERYONE SHOULD SEARCHING, THE COIN WAS STILL MISSING. THE COIN!!... T SEARCHED
CHECK THEIR THE GARBAGE AND FOUND IT

POCKETS. / LET US SEARCH EACH STUCK ON A DISH!
o)

THER'S POCKETS SO AS
TO LEAVE NO ROOM FOR
SUSPICION.

NO!..THIS
ENTAILS AN ELEMENT
OF INSULT TO KAVOD
HATORAH. PLEASE,
WAIT ANOTHER FIVE
MINUTES...

..SEARCH

POCKETS?...WE ARE
ALL RABBANIM/ THIS REQUEST WAS

/ REPEATED A FEW TIMES...

rPABBOSAI, T NOW
HAVE SOMETHING TO
SHOW YOU..

THE RAV WHO HAD PLEADED NOT TO SEARCH TOOK
A MACHATZIS HASHEKEL COIN FROM HIS POCKET... RPABBOSAI/ DO YOU KNOW WHY WE
ARE REALLY ASSEMBLED HERE TODAY?
JUST IMAGINE IF WE WOLILD HAVE SEARCHED
EACH OTHER AND FOUND THE COIN IN THE RAV'S
POCKET. WE HAVE COME TO LEARN TODAY
THE LEVEL REQUIRED OF TNNY V1OVWN PTN2],
JUDGE YOUR FRIEND FAVORABLY!

I, TOO, WAS PLANNING
TO SHOW THE OLAM MY
MACHATZIS HASHEKEL. HOWEVER,
WHEN THE KSAV SOFER SHOWED HIS
MACHATZIS HASHEKEL, I KEPT QUIET
IN HIS HONOR.
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH

Those Little
Fights

(13 ,7V 72TN2) :DOVY D31 OPWN 1A 202010 DP2AX) 1NT NP 12UN Syn 1'71]2]

They moved away from the dwellings of Korach, Dasan and Aviram all around... and
their wives and children and infants. (Bemidbar 16:26)

“Their wives and children and infants” — This shows how destructive quarrelling is.

The earthly court of justice punishes only from the age of puberty, and the Heavenly
court of justice only from the age of twenty. But here, even sucklings perished. (Rashi)

It is well known by all, and particularly by Jews,
that quarreling is a bad thing. It is deplorable and
damaging. It can destroy entire towns, communities
and families, may Hashem protect us.

The Torah recounts how the fire of machlokes
devours old and young alike, both the evil and
the righteous. So unfortunate is the place, the
community, the shu/ or the family in which a fight
breaks out! Because once it breaks out, it’s very hard
to stop. It is like a fierce wildfire that is insatiable.
It sweeps up more and more, and leaves behind just
ruin, destruction and tragedy.

07 X011 nya »dwnia 197 - “Therefore, the

intelligent person will remain silent at that time.”!

1 Amos 5:13.

When there is a quarrel, the most important
thing is to keep quiet. Sometimes a person is sure he
is right, and is so indignant about the injustice that
was done to him by the other party. The desire builds
up inside him to answer back tit-for-tat, as if a fire
is building up within him. But if he keeps himself
under control and holds his quiet, about him it is
written:

For every single moment that a person
closes his mouth, he merits the hidden light

that no angel Or creature can even imagine.2

Not only that, but the entire world’s existence is

in his merit;:

2 Letter of Vilna Ga’on, citing a Midrash.



The world continues to exist only for
he who stops (8912) his mouth at a time of
quarrel, as it says®, Y2 by yIx 15t

Although people know a big machlokes is bad,
they aren’t as concerned about little arguments and
squabbles at home. They tend to think it isn’t really
such a big deal.

The truth is that every machlokes, even the
smallest, is potentially disastrous. We see in the
Torah passage about the sozah that Hashem allows
His holy Name, inscribed with proper sanctity on
parchment, to be dissolved in water, in order to
bring peace between husband and wife. If there isn’t
domestic harmony, it is worse than erasing Hashem’s

holy Name.

The rule is that “the earthly kingdom resembles
the Heavenly kingdom. In other words, Hashem acts
toward us as we act ourselves. Let’s say you would be

3 Iyov 26:7.
4 Chulin 89a.
5 Berachos 58a.

3C T

invited as a guest in a certain home and when you got

there you found out that they are embroiled in petty
fights and quarrels. This would be so hard to endure.
You would wish you never came there in the first place
and would just be waiting for a chance to leave. So it is
with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. He doesn’t want to dwell
in a home where there is fighting, and He takes His
Shechinah away from such a place right away.

The converse is true as well. If your spouse speaks
sharply to you at home, but you keep quiet and let
it go by, and afterward you don’t mentally dwell on
the incident but simply forget about it — this causes
the Shechinah to dwell in the world in general and in

your home especially.

Just as engaging in machlokes brings curse, so
avoiding machlokes brings blessing, life and health
to a person and his family. All the gates of berachah
and good fortune open up for him.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu found no more fitting
vessel to hold blessing for the Jewish people than

peace.be

6 Devarim Rabbah 5:15.

No One is 100% Right

(71,7 927TN2) JINTYI) NP 1D X

One should not be like Korach and like his congregation. (Bemidbar 17:5)

Due to a certain incident that took place, I
offered an innovative interpretation of this pasuk.

1 X - “It is not going to be” like Korach and his

congregation.

In other words, a case like the controversy of
Korach is not going to repeat itself. That was a

unique event in history. The machlokes of Korach
was black and white. Moshe Rabbeinu was 100.00%
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right and Korach was 0.00% right. There was not
even a tiny fraction of truth to Korach’s claims.

This type of machlokes happened only once in
history. With every other disagreement from then
until now, there is never one side that is 100% right.
Neither side has the absolute truth. It is always a
matter of which is more right.

If we keep this in mind, if we remember that even
our adversary has a point, that there is no absolute
truth, many fights will just dissolve.

We need to know that the main thing in Judaism
is keeping the laws of the Torah. When two bnei
Torah meet, two people who serve Hashem and
are looking for the truth, but who were raised
on different schools of thought regarding avodas

3GV
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Hashem, they need to pay attention to the fact that
despite their divergent approaches and conflicting
opinions, they actually agree on all the fundamental
points of Yiddishkeit and have no disagreement
regarding them.

When uncertainties arise, each person should
decide them according to the derech he received
from his rabbis and teachers. But this doesn’t mean
something is wrong with his friend who was taught
a different derech.

The abundance of views and approaches that
exists regarding Torah issues is actually the beauty
of the Torah. Together with all the truth, each
has his own hue, his own approach and his own
understanding. e

U]

Just Like it
Always Was

The whole congregation are all holy, and Hashem is in their midst, so why do you

lord it over the congregation of Hashem? (Bemidbar 17:5)

The Crown of Crowns

We are going to talk about Korach, but first, some
background.

Pirkei Avos speaks of kesarim, crowns. But it’s not
clear how many there are.

There are three crowns: the crown of
Torah, the crown of priesthood and the
crown of kingship, and the crown of a good

name goes on top of them.!

So how many crowns are there, three or four?

1 Pirkei Avos 4:13.

First it says three, but then it mentions another one,

the crown of shem tov, a good name.

The common explanation is that the crown of a
good name is not really a crown on its own. It rather
adorns the other three crowns. There is a crown of
Torah that is adorned by also having a good name,
and there is a crown of Torah that is not adorned
by a good name. There is a crown of malchus with a
good name, and one without. This is what it means
that the crown of a good name “goes on top of them.”

It adorns the other three crowns.

I am not so sure this is really the simple meaning

of the statement in Pirkei Avos. 1 think it means




that there really are four crowns. But the crown of

a good name is so high that it is not counted along
with the other three. It is on a completely different

madreigah.
What is this keser shem tov, this crown of a good
name?
23V MWN DY 23V - A name is better
than good oil 2

The Midyash tells us in what ways a good name is
better than good oil:

Good oil goes down, while a good name
goes up. Good oil is temporary, while a
good name is forever. Good oil runs out,
while a good name does not run out. Good
oil costs money, while a good name is for
free. Good oil is only for the living, while
a good name is for the living and for the
dead. Good oil is for the wealthy, while a
good name is for the poor and the wealthy.

[The scent of ] good oil goes from the
side room to the main room, while a good
name goes all around the world. Good
oil dissipates when it falls on water, and a
good name does not dissipate when it falls
on water. Good oil burns up when it falls
into fire, while a good name does not burn

up when it falls into fire.?

Now let’s take it a step further. The Midrash goes
on to apply the idea in a different way:

Said R. Yehudah son of R. Simon: We
see that people of good oil went into the
place of the living, and came out burnt,
whereas people of good name went into

the place of the dead, and came out alive.

Nadav and Avihu went into the place of
the living, and died. Chananyah, Mishael

and Azariah went into a fiery furnace, and

2 Koheles 7:1.
3 Koheles Rabbah 7:1.

came out alive. For this it says, “A name is
better than good oil™

Now we see that “good o0il” is not just a physical
object. It refers also to Nadav and Avihu, who
were the greatest people alive at the time of Moshe
Rabbeinu. They represented the peak of Torah. But
it was Torah without a good name, and therefore
it had the qualities mentioned in the first part of
the Midrash. It goes down, it runs out, it dissipates
in water, etc. Whereas Torah with a good name is
exactly the opposite. It does not go down, it does
not get burnt up, etc.

The Self-Made Name

What'’s really the point here? What’s so important
about a name?

A name defines a person’s essence. Adam
Harishon’s wisdom surpassed that of the angels
because he was able to give names to all the animals.®
This is a very great wisdom, because naming
something is defining its essence.

There is a certain level in avodas Hashem where
a person finds his ruchniyus inside himself. It is
internal. The classic example is Avrabam Avinu, who
“learned Torah from himself.”® There is also a level
where a person learns Torah, but his Torah is not
from himself, it is not from his innate person.

When a person “has a good name,” this means
the virtue, the madreigah he attained, is his. It comes
from himself. But “good oil” means his madreigah,
however high it may be, came to him from an
external source. In such a case, it has the qualities of
physical oil. It goes down, it runs out, etc.

The difference between Aviaham Avinu and
Noach was that Noach needed external support
from Hashem, as it says M1 onnn DPOYXRIT NX —
“Noach walked with G-d.”” Now, there is nothing

wrong with “walking with G-d.” It’s actually a very

4 Ibid.

5 Bereishis Rabbah 17:4.
6 Ibid 96:3.

7 Bereishis 6:9.




high madyeigah. If only we were on that madreigab.
But it’s still not the high level that Avrabam Avinu
attained. About Avraham it says i’m 9% a0
oonn - Walk before Me, and be perfected.” This

implies that he walked on his own.

Now we come to a very interesting explanation of
the well-known pasuk i1 owa 899" - “And He called
him by Hashem’s Name.” The Ibn Ezra explains that
the one calling the name is Hashern Himself. Why?
Because only Hashem can call a name. “Don’t be
surprised that Hashem is calling the name, because
He alone knows and is knowledge and is known.

This is a very deep matter.”"?

This expresses Hashem’s perfection, because
“name” represents essence, it implies self-sufficiency,
it means non-dependence on external sources. As
the Ibn Ezra said, “This is a very deep matter.”

R. Yerucham of Mir wrote on this subject and
commented that we should try to emulate this
trait. Just as Hashem talks with Himself and about
Himself, He is singular and unique, and is involved
only with Himself and from Himself, so a person
should always talk with himself and to himself. R.
Yerucham concluded by saying, “This matter is truly
very deep and awesome.”

If a person wants to know where he is really
holding, what kind of a person he is, how much his
tzelem Elokim is expressing itself, then he needs to
find his Yiddishkeit and his Torah when he is alone,
with no one but himself there. Then he talks with
himself, to himself, like Hashem does, so to speak.

This is shem tov, a good name. It means that a
person finds his own life, his own hasmadab, his

own zefilah. He finds everything in and of himself.

By contrast, there is a person of “good oil.” This
is a wonderful madreigah. But if such a person
were to be asked, “What is your name?” he would
not mention his personal name. He would say
something like, “T am a bachur from such-and-such

8 Ibid 17:1.
9 Shemos 34:5.
10 Ibn Ezra, Shemos 34:5.

a yeshivah.” In other words, that’s how he identifies.

His ruchniyus is not in and of himself. It is from his
environment. However, that’s not what a “name” is.
A name is a person’s own self.

If someone like that would find himself all on
his own, without any supportive environment or
defining framework, he might be embarrassed to
discover the sorry madreigah he is truly on.

This is why “a good name is better than good oil.”

The Korach Mistake

This is what Korach got wrong,.

He argued that “the entire congregation is holy
and Hashem is in their midst.” It did not make sense
to him that there should be only one leader of the
Jewish people, Moshe Rabbeinu, through whom
everyone else will receive the Torah. Why should
there be only one Koben Gadol and one Navi?

Korach wanted everyone to be spiritually great.
He wanted everyone to be equal. But that’s not the

way it works.

In a certain way, he was right. The crown of Torah
is indeed intended for every Jew.

The crown of Torah is sitting and waiting,
available to all Jews, as it says wn 1% My 7N
apy’ nYap awn — “Moshe commanded us Torah,
which is a heritage for [all] the congregation of
Yaakov.”!! Whoever who wishes can come and take
ic.!?

But Korach could not accept the fact that there
is a shaliach tzibbur for everyone. He wanted the
whole congregation to do it, because they are all
equally holy.

Korach didn’t know that when Hashem gave the
Torah through Moshe Rabbeinu, the Torah retained
the same kedushah and clarity that it had when it
was spoken from Hashem'’s mouth.

Aharon and his sons were happy and

joyous to hear words of Torah and receive

11 Devarim 33:4.
12 Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Talmud Torah 3:1.
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them from the mouth of Moshe as they
would be to hear them from the mouth of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu."®

This idea is explained at length in Sefer Nefesh
Hachayim. It is actually one of the deepest points in

the whole sefer.
The kedushah of the Torah is even

greater and more awesome than that of the
spiritual worlds above. Although the lofty
worlds above have very great kedushab,
when they devolve and descend, they go
down in tremendous steps. Indeed, each
world is stamped with the form of all
the patterns of the world above it, in the
same likeness and image, as is known.
Nevertheless, its level of kedushah and
light bears no comparison to that of the

world above it.

The holy Torah, too, descended and
devolved, level after level, from its upper
holy root and source, and it transversed
countless stages from one world to another
and from onelevel to another. Nevertheless,
it retains its original kedushah just like in its
original holy root and source. Even in this
world, it is just as it originally was above. It
is completely holy and one may not treat
it as mundane, chas v'shalom... because it

always retains its original kedushabh.

This is also what Chazal meant when
they said in the Zobar that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and the Torah are one.
Although the worlds descend and devolve
level after level, and change greatly in the
degree of their kedushah, all this is true

13 Yalkut Shimoni, Tzav 519.
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only from our side. But from Hashem’s

side, there is no difference and change of

places, chas vshalom.

This is as it is written: "NIW XY 77 %N
- “I, Hashem, have not changed”™* His
kedushah doesn’t change. And so it is with
the holy Torah. Even though it descended
and devolved over a course of many
tremendous steps, it has not changed in
its kedushah at all. It retains its original
kedushah even in this lowest of worlds, just
as it was when it was with Hashem in its
source and root. No difference and change

in place affects this at all.™

So we see that the Torah of Moshe Rabbeinu has
the very same level of kedushab it possessed when it

was spoken from Hashem’s mouth.

Korach didn’t know this. He didn’t realize that
when we learn Torah, it’s straight from Hashem.
aN2M NYT voan andn 1 1 00 — “Hashem gives
wisdom; from His mouth comes knowledge and

understanding.”'®

Each person, when he learns Torah from his
rebbe, it is exactly like learning it straight from the

mouth of Hashem, with no difference.

Korach thought that Torah has its full kedushah
and clarity only if you learn it directly from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. But when you receive Torah
from Moshe, it passed through a conduit of flesh

and blood, and it’s not the same thing anymore.

But we know that Torah never changes. ®

14 Malachi 3:6.
15 Nefesh Hachayim 4:27.
16 Mishlei 2:6.
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