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Rabbi Shlomo Farhi
Calling Your Name

F
rom here, Ben Azzai declared: 

“They will call your name and 

in your place, they will seat 

you, and from what is yours, they 

will give to you. No one touches that 

which is prepared for his friend” 

(Yoma 38a). On this, Rashi com-

ments: “A person should not worry, 

saying that someone else will de-

tract from his livelihood, because 

you will invariably be called back 

to reclaim your place. That which is 

given to you is not a gift from oth-

ers, but rather what is destined and 

designated for you from Heaven.”

Now, let me tell you a real story 

which follows these exact words 

above.

I remember one man finding 
himself in a difficult situation and 
approaching me about it. He real-

ly had done everything right, con-

ducted himself honestly and sin-

cerely, and was fortunate enough to 

strike an incredible deal. But then 

the unexpected happened.

Someone else undercut him, 

making the deal fall through and 

the potential for a huge windfall 

unravel. He wasn’t in position to 

outbid the other competitor, but 

that wasn’t what hurt most. The 

worst was that it was a local friend 

of his who outdid him. It felt like 

betrayal and disloyalty and was all 

too close to home.

“Rabbi, you got to speak to him. 

You got to tell him to back off!” 
As he said that, I wondered what 

I could do. In fact, at least I knew 

what I couldn’t do. “I know what you 

mean,” I said. “But you also know 

that it’s a free country and everybody 

is allowed to bid and outbid others. 

Did he do something wrong? If he 

did, take him to beit din. But if he 

didn’t, there isn’t much to do.” But 

he was still frazzled. So I told him the 

following.

“I have an old kabbalah (tradi-

tion) from my rabbi that when a per-

son sees things falling apart in their 

life, instead of having your emunah 

crumble, double down on it. Maybe 

if your friend wins the bid, it means 

it wasn’t meant for you to have.” The 

fellow looked back at me. He was de-

jected and hopeless. “Do you have 

any books on emunah that you can 

recommend?” he finally asked. I rec-

ommended a few different ones. The 
first was Shaar HaBitachon (The Gate 
of Trust). I knew this to be the ulti-

mate guide on trust in Hashem. In 

addition, there is a beautiful English 

book published with a running com-

mentary and analysis from the Brisk-

er Rav on bitachon, and I suggest-

ed that too. It has changed people’s 

lives. The man went out and bought 

the books and began learning them.

Sometime later, I saw him around 

in shul and he looked as calm and 

collected as ever. It was the first time 
in weeks that I’d seen him so happy. 

“You got the deal back?” I asked, 

feeling enthusiastic. “No,” he said. 

“I haven’t. But I’ve been reading that 

book, Rabbi, and you don’t know 

how much it’s helped. It’s taken a 
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stone off my chest. I know that if the 
deal is meant to happen, it will; if not, 

not.” The man took to heart the truth 

that once he had done his all, there 

was nothing left for him to do. Now 

he needed to leave it to Hashem. “I 

let it go, Rabbi,” he said, simply. 

“You know,” I said, reflecting in 
response, “I feel like Moshe Rabbe-

inu. Moshe Rabbeinu told the Jews, 

‘Stand and see the salvation of Hash-

em.’ Now you’re going to see what 

Hashem will do for you.”

A few days later, I got a call from 

him. “Rabbi, you won’t believe it. I 

got the deal back!” I couldn’t hold my 
enthusiasm in. “What happened?” 

“There was some kind of technical 

insurance that the other man need-

ed to have in order to complete the 

documentation,” he explained. “One 

part of the deal required a specific in-

surance, and in order to obtain that 

insurance, it takes some time, and the 

sellers were not willing to push off 
their sell-by date. So they re-offered it 

to me. I didn’t need to do anything, 

and they on their own reached back 

out to me!”
“From here, Ben Azzai declared: 

“They will call your name and in 

your place, they will seat you, and 

from what is yours, they will give to 

you. No one touches that which is 

prepared for his friend.”

The truth of the Torah, the veraci-

ty of our Sages’ words. We need not 

look far to discover the true ways life 

works.

Rabbi Shlomo Landau
They're Everywhere

D
uring every waking mo-

ment of our life, we can 

fulfill mitzvot, and even 
while we sleep, we can do so too, 

by bearing in mind that our rest 

is for the purpose of awakening 

rejuvenated to better serve G-d. 
The first thing that leaves our lips 
in the morning is Modeh Ani. We 

then wash our hands and recite the 

blessing of Al Netilat Yadayim, fol-

lowed by the blessing over learning 

Torah. We then wash for breakfast 

and recite another blessing before 

we eat.

Mitzvos are an opportunity for us 
to stop our monotony and elevate 

ourselves. It is a time when we can 

live our lives with more holiness. That 

is our challenge: how can we elevate 

our day-to-day existence?

It is only with focus. We are on a won-

derful schedule of mitzvos that Hashem 
gave us. They are our opportunities to 

pause for a moment and infuse holiness 

into our lives.  

If we follow the schedule, our life will 

be lit up with holiness.

Rabbi Ari Bensoussan
Look Up to Them

W
hat will be the guide-

post for your children 

to grow into respect-

able and reputable Jewish men 

and women, who uphold high 

Torah standards and raise a Jew-

ish family of their own?

When your eyes light up as 

you share with them stories 

about our gedolim, our Torah 

giants and sages.

Your children will be into 

what you are into. Do you re-

member how excited you were 

when you shared with your 

family and friends about your 

most recent vacation? You might 

be on your way to the car dealer 

to purchase the car you’ve been 

waiting so long for, and how excit-

ed are you? Your kids notice that, 

feel that, and take that in. That, in 

turn, is what will excite them and 

make their world turn.

Your eyes must glow when you 

talk about paragons of Torah val-

ue and virtue, of Torah character, 

scholarship and leadership. If they 

do, then your children will absorb 

the same respect and admiration for 

that lifestyle too.

Buy those gedolim books and be-

gin to convey those stories to your 

children. Then find a tzaddik or two 
who speaks to you the most, whose 

life and legacy most profoundly 

and powerfully resonates with you, 

and order a beautiful picture of 

them and say, “This is the tzaddik 
that Abba really connects to! This is 
who Imma truly admires!”

One day, your children are going 

to make their own choices of which 

path to follow. And a large part of 

their decision is going to be based 

on the nature and nurture they’ve 

had in life. The nature of who they 

are and the nurture of what they re-

ceived at home is going to influence 
their life decisions.

Ultimately, their choice will be 

their choice. But don’t lead a life 

of regret where you didn’t do ev-

erything you can to make sure that 

your child’s nurture was Torah felt. 

You’re not the biggest talmid cha-

cham (Torah scholar)? That’s fine. 
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Thank you for reading this edition of The TorahAnyTimes Newsletter. If you’ve enjoyed, please let us know – we’d 

love to hear from you! Email info@torahanytime.com.

Rabbi David Nakash
An Easy Decision

A 
man once asked me, “Are 

Jews allowed to drive fan-

cy cars?”  I looked at him 

confused. “What do you mean?”  

“Are Jews allowed to enjoy life?” 

he asked, clarifying his question. 

“Who said Jews aren’t allowed 

to enjoy life?” I asked, again sur-

prised. But he didn’t understand. 

We have taste buds, we see col-

ors, we can touch things. Why do 

we have such senses if not because 

G-d wants us to enjoy this world. So
yes, you can drive a fancy car. Use

your intelligence and align your life

according to the guidance of the To-

rah and your respected rabbis, but

of course you can enjoy life. Hashem

wants you to.

Just do it with Hashem. Do it 

with a connection to G-d.
Our life could change if we live 

with this message. Right now, 

change your day. If you’re about 

to eat something, have in mind 

that you’re eating it so you can 

serve Hashem.

Make the change, because if you 

do, your life will change.

But you can read an English book, 

become excited about our gedolim 

and give enthusiasm and life les-

sons over.

Our children need to know that 

there were giants in Torah who 

walked among us. Teach them, 

through real life stories and scenar-

ios, that it’s possible to become that 

great, and that you – their own fa-

ther and mother – look up to them.

R
abbi Ephraim Wachsman 

was once invited to come 

to my home communi-

ty and speak over the course of 

Shabbat. Excitedly, flyers were 
distributed, announcements 

were made, and preparations 

were undertaken. At the time, 

the Coronavirus was tapering 

off, so the prospect of having a 
wonderful, uplifting Shabbat 

was that much greater.

Rabbi Wachsman had planned 

on eating one of the Shabbat 

meals at my home, and as such, 

I readied my home and planned 

on everything I could imagine 

that would contribute to his 

comfortable stay.

The day before Rabbi Wachs-

man was expected to arrive, the 

Coronavirus saw a spike in num-

bers in our community. Many 

families were concerned about 

leaving their homes and being in 

shul, with rumors beginning to cir-

culate what should be done within 

the community for that Shabbat.

The next day, Friday morning, 

Rabbi Wachsman cancelled. I did 

my best to reach out to those who 

were close to Rabbi Wachsman and 

perhaps convince him otherwise. 

Until I received a call. It was Rabbi 

Wachsman himself.

“It wasn’t a difficult decision 
for me to cancel for even a mo-

ment,” Rabbi Wachsman said. I 

was shocked to hear those words. 

Of all things, I assumed he would 

have said exactly the opposite. Af-

ter having poured in so much effort 
and resources, cancelling it was cer-

tainly not a light decision.

“I know,” continued Rabbi 

Wachsman, “that my coming to 

your community would stir up a 

lot of rumors and talking between 

people, and it could very likely 

lead to lashon hara and hurtful 

remarks. My attendance would 
thus not be a kavod Shamayim, 

honor of Hashem. And if it won’t 

be a kavod shamayim, it’s an easy 

decision. I am sure that everyone 

has prepared a lot, there is a lot 

of publicity, and many people 

are excited. But all of that makes 

no difference in light of the fact 
that it would not bring honor to 

Hashem. That is the only question 

to ask: will my attendance bring 
people close to Hashem? Judging 

by the circumstances, the risk is 

that it would contribute to the op-

posite result. And so, I knew ex-

actly what I needed to do.”

Powerful words. And a power-

ful lesson for life.

Rabbi Meir Simcha Sperling
Can I Enjoy Life?
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Rabbi Meyer Bodner
The Secret Channel

Y
ossi had just purchased a 

commercial building, con-

taining a number of differ-

ent offices. He hoped to rent them 
out, and turn a profit. But meet-
ing the challenge many building 

owners experience, no one want-

ed to rent out any space. What to 

do now? He was paying a nice 

mortgage, aside from which the 

upkeep was a pretty penny. On 
top of this, the air conditioning bill 

was through the roof. Monthly, he 

was running into huge bills, and 

no money was coming in.

“On the first day of Tammuz,” a 
friend of Yossi explained, “it’s the 

yaartzeit of the Ma’or Va’Shemesh, 
Rav Kalonymus Kalman Halevi 

Epstein zt”l. It’s known that if 

you light a candle and daven to 

Hashem in the merit of the Ma’or 

Va’Shemesh, it’s an auspicious 
practice to be granted a yeshua 

(salvation). Lighting a candle and 

relating stories about the tzaddik 
are both great ways of invoking 

Hashem’s compassion. But what’s 

even more, when you relay Torah 

insights from the tzaddik, his lips 
move in his grave (Yevamos 97a). 

Such a gesture brings about im-

mense spiritual light and blessing 

to the world and your life.”

So Yossi decided to do just that. 

He took hold of the sefer from the 

Ma’or Va’Shemesh, and at random 
opened to the following insight.

The Torah states, “You shall serve 

Hashem your G-d, and He will bless 
your bread and water, and remove 

any sickness from among you” (She-

mos 23:25). The Ma’or Va’Shemesh 
asks: the Torah switches in this Pa-

suk from the plural to the singular 

tense. First it states, “V’avad’tem—
and you shall serve” in the plural. 

But then it changes and says that 

Hashem will bless “your bread and 

your water” in the singular tense. 

Why did the Torah switch?

The Ma’or Va’Shemesh explains it 
simply. The word V’avad’tem, and 
you shall serve, refers to avodah 

she’b’lev, a reference to prayer (Ta-

anis 2a). It is used in the plural be-

cause it is speaking about someone 

who davens in a minyan with oth-

ers. When a person davens as part of 

a tzibbur, his prayer contains much 
greater potency than had he dav-

ened alone. In turn, Hashem will 

bless “your bread and your water.”

Yossi couldn’t believe what he 

was reading. He knew it wasn’t co-

incidence, and he didn’t take the 

message for granted. Yossi rarely, if 

ever, went to minyan, and this was 

a wake-up call. It hit him that some-

times we get carried away with our 

work and business, believing that if 

we work harder and longer hours, 

that will give us the financial re-

turn we seek. But the truth is other-

wise. More personal effort doesn’t 
spell more success. More reliance 

on Hashem through the channel of 

tefillah with a minyan does.
So, right then and there, Yossi 

decided he’d attend every min-

yan. His friends tried knocking 

him with a dose of reality. “Start 

slowly,” they said. “Try making 

it to one minyan a day, and work 

from there.” But Yossi was dedicat-

ed and committed, and come what 
may, he’d be at a minyan for dav-

ening. He booked flights in such a 
way that he’d be able to catch every 

minyan, and did everything pos-

sible to never miss. It became his 

iron-clad commitment.

Within two months, he began 

signing leases on his building and 

started breaking even.

But it’s not over.

One year later, to the day, on the 

yaartzeit of the Ma’or Va’Shemesh, 
he signed his last two leases. Every 

single office had been filled in the 
building.

That’s what happens when you 

make a minyan. The effect of your 
prayers aren’t just a little better; 
they’re a lot better.
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בן דיצה   אבינתן 
 תרצה )אור(

אביתר בן גליה  
 )דוד(

אברהם גלעד בן 
 אמונה )מונדר(
אגם בת מירב 

 )ברגר(
אוהד בן אסתר )בן  

 עמי(
אוהד בן אסתר  

 )יהלומי(
)לוי(  אור בן גאולה 

בן עינב   אורי 
 אפרת )דנינו(

איתן בן רות אדית  
 )הורן(
אברהם בן איתן  

 אפרת )מור(
בן עידית   אלון 

 )אהל(
אליה בן סיגלית  

 )כהן(
בן חנה  אליהו 

 )שרעבי(
בן   אלכסנדר 

)לובנוב(  אוקסנה 
סשה בן   אלכסנדר 

ילנה לאה  
 )טרופנוב(

בן נינה   אלכסנדר 
 )דנציג(

בן נירה   אלמוג 
 )סרוסי(

אלקנה בן רוחמה  
 )בוחבוט(

תהילה בת  אמילי 
אמנדה פרנסיס  

 )דמארי(
ארבל בת יעל  

 )יהוד(
בן סילביה   אריאל 

)קוניו(  מוניקה 
בן שירי   אריאל 

 )ביבס(
בר אברהם בן  

)קופרשטיין(  ג'וליה 
גד משה בן שרה  

 )מוזס(
גיא בן מירב  
 )גלבוע דלאל(

גלי בן טליה  
 )ברמן(

דוד בן סילביה  
)קוניו(  מוניקה 

בת סימונה   דורון 
 שרה )שטיינברכר(
בת אורלי   דניאלה 

 )גלבוע(
בן רחל   הירש 

פולין(  )גולדברג 
 זיו בן טליה )ברמן(
טל בן ניצה )שוהם  

 קורנגולד(
בן רות אדית   יאיר 

 )הורן(
יגב בן אסתר  

 )בוכשטב(
חיים בן מרים   יוסף 

 )אוחנה(
יצחק בן אנטה  

 חנה )אלגרט(
בן פנינה   ירדן 

 )ביבס(
כפיר בן שירי  

 )ביבס(
כרמל בת כנרת  

 )גת(
בת שירה   לירי 

 )אלבג(
טלה מקסים בן  

 )הרקין(
מתן בן ענת 

 )אנגרסט(  
מתן בן ירדנה  

 )צנגאוקר(
בן ויקי   נמרוד 

 )כהן(
נעמה בת איילת  

 )לוי(
עדן בת שירית  

 )ירושלמי(  
עודד בן בלהה  

 )ליפשיץ(
עומר בן ניבה  

 )ונקרט(
)שם   עומר בן שלי 

 טוב(
עומר מקסים בן 

אורנה אסתר  
 )נאוטרה(

עופר בן כוכבה  
 )קלדרון(

עידן בן יעל 
 )אלכסנדר(

עידן בן דלית  
 )שתיוי(

עמרי בן אסתר  
)מירן(  ורוניקה 
צחי בן דבורה  

 )עידן(
בן   קית' שמואל 

חוה )סיגל(  גלדיס 
בת אירנה   קרינה 

 )ארייב(
רום בן תמר נועה 

 )ברסלבסקי(
רומי בת מירב  

 )גונן(
שגב בן גלית  

 )כלפון(
בן נעמית  שגיא 

 )חן דקל(
בת מרגיט   שירי 

 )ביבס(
שלמה בן מרסיל  

 )מנצור(
תמיר בן חירות  

 )נמרודי(
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Avinatan ben 
Ditza Tirtza 

(Ohr)  
Evyatar ben 

Galya (David) 
 Avraham Gilad 

ben Emunah 
(Mondar) 

 Agam bat 
Meirav (Berger) 

 Ohad ben 
Esther (Ben-

Ami) 
 Ohad ben 

Esther 
(Yahalomi) 

 Ohr ben Geula 
(Levi) 

Ori ben Einav 
Efrat (Danino) 

 Eitan ben Ruth 
Idit (Horen) 

 Eitan Avraham 
ben Efrat (Mor) 

 Alon ben Idit 
(Ohel) 

 Eliya ben 
Sigalit (Cohen) 

 Eliyahu ben 
Chana (Sharabi) 
 Alexander ben 

Oksana 
(Lubanov) 
 Alexander 
Sasha ben 

Yelena Leah 
(Tropanov) 

 Alexander ben 
Nina (Dantzig) 

 Almog ben Nira 
(Sarusi) 

Elkana ben 
Ruchama 
(Buchbut) 

 Emily Tehilla 
bat Amanda 

Francis 
(Damari) 

Arbel bat Yael 
(Yehud) 

 Ariel ben Sylvia 
Monika (Konyo) 

 Ariel ben Shiri 
(Bibas) 

 Bar Avraham 
ben Julia 

(Cooperstein)  
 Gad Moshe 

ben Sarah 
(Mozes) 

 Guy ben Meirav 
(Gilboa Dalal) 

 Gali ben Talya 
(Berman) 

 David ben 
Sylvia Monika 

(Konyo)  
 Doron bat 

Simona Sarah 
(Steinbrecher) 

 Daniella bat 
Orli (Gilboa) 

Hirsch ben 
Perel Chana 

(Goldberg-Polin) 
 Ziv ben Talya 

(Berman) 
 Tal ben Nitza 

(Shoham-
Corngold) 

 Yair ben Ruth 
Idit (Horen) 
 Yagev ben 

Esther 
(Buchashtev) 
 Yosef Chaim 

ben Miriam 
(Ochana) 

Yitzchak ben 
Aneta Chana 

(Elgarat) 
 Yarden ben 

Penina (Bibas) 
 Kfir ben Shiri 

(Bibas) 
 Carmel bat 

Kineret (Gat) 
 Liri bat Shira 

(Elbag) 
 Maxim ben 

Talleh (Herkin) 
 Matan ben Anat 

(Angrest)  

 Matan ben 
Yardena 

(Tzangauker)  
Nimrod ben Viki 

(Cohen) 
 Naama bat 

Ayelet (Levi) 
 Eden bat Shirit 

(Yerushalmi)  
 Oded ben 

Bilhah (Lifschitz) 
 Omer ben Niva 

(Venkrat) 
 Omer ben 

Shelly 
(Shemtov) 

 Omer Maxim 
ben Orna Esther 

(Neutra)  
Ofer ben 
Cochava 

(Kalderon) 
 Idan ben Yael 

(Alexander) 
 Idan ben Dalit 

(Shtivi) 
Omri ben Esther 

Veronica 
(Miran) 

 Tzachi ben 
Devorah (Idan) 
 Kieth Shmuel 

ben Gladis 
Chava (Segal) 

 Karina bat 
Irena (Ariav) 

 Rom ben 
Tamar Noa 

(Brasalevsky) 
 Romi bat 

Meirav (Gonen) 
 Segev ben 

Galit (Chalfon) 
 Sagi ben 

Naamit (Chen-
Dekel) 

 Shiri bat Margit 
(Bibas) 

 Shlomo ben 
Marcelle 

(Mansour) 

 Tamir ben 
Cheirut 

(Nimrodi) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


