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Saved by a Minyan

Louis Herman was a young Jew who lived in Canada during World War Il. After hearing about the terrible things
that were happening to the Jews in Europe, he decided to enlist in the army to fight against the Germans. When
he finished his training, young Louis was transferred to Italy.

As a sergeant in the army, he was assigned to the front, in the midst of heavy fighting. Throughout the difficult
months of the war, Louis kept as many mitzvos as he possibly could. On the day of his mother’s yahrzeit, despite
being many miles away from any shul, Louis wanted to say kaddish for her. This, however, would require a minyan,
and finding ten Jews in the middle of a battlefield in Italy was not going to be easy. Louis knew of only five other
Jewish soldiers in his unit. Louis approached the army chaplain, who was a priest, and explained his predicament.
Louis asked the chaplain if he knew of any other Jewish soldiers in the area. To Louis’s surprise, the chaplain not
only knew where he could find other Jewish soldiers, but he also understood the meaning of a minyan. “See that
area over there?” The chaplain pointed to a tall observation tower. “That is where our soldiers guard our unit and
watch for advancing German soldiers. When they see any activity, they radio the information back to the artillery
unit to help us aim our bombs more precisely. There are four Jews who occupy positions in the observation tower.
If you'd like, | can put in a call to them and ask that they come over to our area for your minyan.” Louis was
overjoyed. He would have exactly the ten men required to make up a minyan. And to his great relief, the soldiers
were happy to oblige. Louis was able to say kaddish on his mother’s yahrzeit with a minyan.

After they finished davening. Louis thanked everyone for joining him and enabling him to fulfill this meaningful
personal obligation. As the four soldiers turned to walk back to the observation tower, they suddenly heard a loud
explosion and saw a most startling sight. The entire tower and its contents had been blown up. Only the four
Jewish soldiers, who had just “happened” to be busy doing a very important mitzvah, had escaped annihilation.

The Siddur in the Camp

When Rav Eliezer Silver visited the DP camps after World War 1l, a Jew came over to him and said that he doesn’t
believe in yiddishkeit any more. When Rav Silver asked him why, he explained that when he was in the
concentration camp, there was a Jew there who had managed to smuggle in a siddur. Many other Jews wanted
to use this siddur, to have the opportunity to daven from it. This Jew charged them their bread rations in order to
use it. “If that’s the way a Jew behaves,” the man exclaimed, “then | don’t want to have anything to do with the
religion!” “My friend,” said Rav Silver, “you’re looking at this from the wrong perspective. Just look at how many
Yidden were willing to give up their daily bread, just in order to be able to daven from a siddur!”

Mesirus Nefesh for Shabbos

Once a year Mr. Sam Golding would go to shul to say kaddish to honor his father’s yahrtzeit.

In December of 1928, as Mr. Golding came into the hallway of the shul to join the 7:00 a.m. minyan, he saw two
little boys running in the hallway wearing pajamas. Surprised that someone would be wearing pajamas in a shul,
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Mr. Golding approached the young boys and asked them why they were in pajamas and what they were doing in
shul so early.

“We live downstairs, sir,” was their reply. “I didn’t know there was an apartment downstairs!” said the surprised
Mr. Golding. “It’s not an apartment; we were thrown out of our apartment for not paying rent so the shul lets us
stay here for now.” “How sad,” thought Mr. Golding as he went in to daven. After davening and saying kaddish for
his father, Mr. Golding knocked on the basement door to speak to the parents of this needy family.

“I would like to help you,” Mr. Golding said. “I wrote out a check for $5,000 for you to purchase an apartment.” To
his surprise, R’ Yosef Yitzchok Parnes, the father of the family answered, “We appreciate your kind offer but we
will not take any money from someone who desecrates the Shabbos.” Mr. Golding was shocked. “Don’t be silly, |
am willing to give you all this money, just take it.” Nothing could change Rabbi Parnes’ mind. He was being moser
nefesh for Shabbos by losing job after job, and so they wouldn’t think of taking money from Mr. Golding who had
his business opened on Shabbos.

Sam Golding sat down for breakfast and told his wife what had happened in shul that morning. Mrs. Golding was
extremely impressed with the mesiras nefesh of the Parnes family. “You know, after hearing that someone would
be willing to live in a dingy basement to avoid being mechalel Shabbos, maybe we should start keeping Shabbos?”
Mr. Golding looked at his wife and said, “Do you mean it? | also felt that way. If someone is willing to live like that
for the sake of Shabbos, then Shabbos must be very, very important.”

On Sunday morning after keeping their first Shabbos in twenty years, Mr. and Mrs. Golding knocked on the Parnes
family door. Rabbi Parnes opened the door and was surprised to see the Goldings. “Rabbi Parnes, we have come
to once again offer you the $5,000, but this time you can accept the money because it is coming from someone
who keeps Shabbos. Yesterday was our first Shabbos that we kept in a long time.” This time the Parnes family kept
the check and were able to buy an apartment for themselves. They had guarded the Shabbos and Shabbos had
helped them.

The mesiras nefesh that the Parnes family had for Shabbos kodesh brought another family and their future
generations closer to Hashem.

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach's Mesirus Nefesh

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach grew up in a time of great poverty in Yerushalayim. As a child and bochur, his family
was so poor that Rav Shlomo Zalman would often go to learn in yeshiva without have eaten anything at all because
he wanted to leave the little bit of food in the house for his younger siblings.

He once said, “When | was young, | had more than enough reasons al pi halacha to absolve myself from learning.”
Rav Shlomo Zalman, however, never used these heteirim. In fact, in his later years, doctors told him that he suffered
from general weakness and other health problems because as a child and teen, he suffered from acute
malnutrition. On another occasion, Rav Shlomo Zalman said, “If when | was young, | wouldn’t have learned every
time | had a headache, | would never have learned anything! | always had a headache!”
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The Rosh Yeshivah is Rejected

Rav Shalom went collecting for his yeshiva in Eretz Yisroel and met with a very rich man in the rich man’s house.
The meeting went well and the rich man agreed to give a large sum of money. He told Rav Shalom that would go
to the other room to get a check and he will be back in several minutes. Rav Shalom asked if he can learn from
some of the sefarim laying in front of him while he is gone and, of course, the rich man agreed.

To the shock of Rav Shalom, the rich man came back after several minutes and told him that unfortunately he
decided not to give any money and he should have a nice day and please leave the house.

"Why?" Asked Rav Shalom. "What could have possibly happened that made you switch your mind?" The rich man
responded that he really doesn't want to discuss it, but this was his final decision. "But I'm sure there is a
misunderstanding I'm sure | can explain whatever you think might have happened,” said Rav Shalom. Still the rich
man would not say.

As Rav Shalom was at the door ready to leave, he made one last attempt.
“Please,” he asked, “I don't want any money just please explain what happened that you just changed your mind.”
“Fine,” said the rich man, “I'll explain.”

“When | came back to the room | saw you learning from a sefer, but it was upside down! Excuse me for saying this
but you’re not a rosh yeshiva, you’re a phony! You can't even read Hebrew to the extent that you didn't even know
which was the right side up!”

“May | explain?” asked Rav Shalom.

“I grew up in Yemen. We were very poor. In cheder the class only had one chumash. So, the Rebbe had the sefer
in front of him while the boys looked on. | sat opposite the Rebbe so | was always looking at the sefer upside down.
| therefore learned how to read looking at the sefer upside down. That is what | was doing here.

With tears in his eyes the rich man apologized greatly to Rav Shalom and gave him a sizable donation. He had
learned the lesson being dan I'chaf zechus.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed



PARSHA CHALLENGE

apy nwIo

1. What famous 109 in this week’s nw19 has three verbs in a row? !

2. What type of insect is mentioned in this week’s nw9?
a. Name four other insects mentioned in the N7 n.?
Bonus: Name an additional three.?
b. Which insect (like creature) is mentioned in a ¥ in this week’s nwa9?

3. Ina span of two ©»109 in this week’s nw9 four MO of anger are used.
What are these four nmv5?
a. What are three other mmwb for anger that are found in 73n? *

4. Which individual in this week’s nwvn9 is Y59nn nwn for?
a. Name four other individuals in the N7 n that nwn was Y9ann for. >

5. lam associated with YN ¥,
| have a connection to a 20 OV,
| am a y»© of plenty.
My contents equal all the mmxn in the nn,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

6. | caused much harm to the world,
| was used as a show of power,
| and another were a p>18’s only company,
| was used as a punishment,
My likeness was used for a ny».
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

Need a hint?
1t is part of a nona

2 Two in DN, one in NYY NI, one in PHNN).
$Hypnpw nwia

4 One is in the beginning of PNNN), two we say Noa night, one we say in yNn.
® One a relative, one in NYW NYA9, two are 1Y in 12720 NN




Answers
1. 1572 Dyav NYON)

2. nyI¥—A hornet
a. (M,x 9127 OXNIAT,05,» nbw ox23nd w»ya >y 02N NN ,03°D
Bonus: ©,x ow) DVMIN (25,5 DY) DIIIIN (20,5 8P DINYID
b. 1,mVMIN —a snail. »w9 says the Yidden’s clothing grew on them like the shell of
a snail.

2. In both situations those suspected of Xvn were forced to drink water which would
detect if they were xvVIN.

3. (o-m,0) GNP ,NNN N , 0¥ (Although it would seem qaxnn is a fifth w9, the ww of 9N is GIx)
a. Y,0Y7,00, 0727 YN

4. X — because of his involvement in the Y.
a. ©»n-—that she should be healed from nynx
yw > —that he shouldn’t join the ©%)31 in their yan Wb
12X —in N592N NN — YN davens 712N >N that he should be forgiven for moving
his fathers bed. (e )
DTN - in 12920 NN — NwN davens "N 91PN ynv that he should no longer be in
09N for saying ©2°N Y2 Y aNY YNINVM (7w ).

5. lam associated with x> XN, - One of the DN nyav
| have a connection to a 2'0 OV, - VN UNRI
I am a y»© of plenty. - 1191 1°N179% 127V 1) NN
My contents equal all the mxn in the NN, - My seeds are 613

| am mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I? -A o

6. Next week...

Last week’s Riddle:

| am part of a group of four,

The others in my group are all in X2 nvn9, - The yvn, on and 5INWD Y71 IPORY
Although | am separated from all the others,

It is to be like me that all aspire.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I? - The oon in the mnwy N

,IND HNT 32 PN PYY TN — NNOYW NINITD
91 109N TORIHYR 12 TIT PN ,NTY APY? TIT NA N9 197257 DNIAR 12 DIRY 17YY

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MY Mnatn H3©




ApY — avd 'NNd
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

Eretz Yisrael is called, “Eretz zeis shemen u’davash.’* What is “devash”?
Date honey?.

The word “13” is often spelled, “73,” wherein the “>” is pronounced with a kamatz. Sometimes, it is
spelled, “15,” wherein the “>” is pronounced with a cholam-chaseir, such as in the phrase, “ 75 q0onn x4
na,” describing the greatness of Eretz Yisrael.? In this phrase, if one would mispronounce the word as,
“93,” with a kamatz, it could completely change the meaning of the phrase. How so?

The word “72” is usually pronounced with a kamatz when it is part of a hyphenated phrase and does not
receive its own trop, such as, “n'rgya'b;n”“, meaning, “From all OF the nations,” or, “nima‘b;”S, meaning, “All
OF the mitzvos,” etc.® The word “75” is usually pronounced with a cholam-chaseir when it stands alone,
meaning, “Anything,” or “Everything,” and receives its own trop.” Thus, when pronounced correctly, “ 1onn-x4
M 73” means, “You will not lack anything, while you are in Eretz Yisrael,” with the additional tipcha trop
indicating the placement of a comma. Pronounced incorrectly, as, “na-72 honn-x%,” it would mean, “You will not
lack all-OF-the-things-that-are-in-Eretz Yisrael,” implying that you might lack some of them, or lack things that
are not in Eretz Yisrael.

Which period on the calendar, mentioned in Parshas Eikev, are we in right now?
After the luchos were broken on the 17" of Tamuz, Moshe davened for Bnei Yisrael for 40 days, which
concluded on the 29™ of Av.®

Moshe tells Bnei Yisrael that on Har Sinai he sat®, fell*’, and stood™, so we do all 3 during a certain part
of davening. Where?
We begin “nefillas apayim” in a fallen position, then sit up, and finally stand, just like Moshe Rabbeinu.*? At that

point, we tell Hashem, “...vm &7 nnix1” — we don’t know what else to do.®

There is a mitzvah to do milah. On whom?

We must perform milah on baby boys by removing the physical orlah; we must also perform milah on
OURSELVES by removing “spiritual blockage.”* We do this by loving those who offer us constructive
criticism™, by distancing ourselves form physical pleasure®, or by not stubbornly clinging to erroneous ways of
life, but rather opening ourselves to accept the truth’.
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JUST CURIOUS

Hashem tells us which aveiros have harsher punishments than others. Why doesn’t He tell us which
mitzvos have greater reward than others?

Hashem wants all mitzvos to get attention. If He revealed their relative reward, we might focus only on those
which are “worth more™®, and we wouldn’t be “well-rounded”®. Hashem promises us berachos if we are
careful with even the “small” mitzvos that a person tends to “step on” with his “eikev” (heel).?

The Torah praises the food of Eretz Yisrael, and then gives us the mitzvah of birkas hamazon. Why is
this discussion interrupted by saying that Eretz Yisrael has mountains from which we can extract
metal, like iron??

The Torah is praising the mineral content (like iron) contained in the food of Eretz Yisrael!**

The Torah says, “n>1a1 nyawi n'x1” —when one eats to the point that he is FULL, he should recite
birkas hamazon®. Why do we recite it on even one small k’zayis of bread?
Reflecting our good middos*, we CHOOSE TO BE FULL and satisfied even when we could consume more.

When we act beyond our nature, Hashem acts “beyond nature” and is lenient when judging us®.°

In birkas hamazon, we ask, “Ty1 021y i 1'% hon' 7x1,” “We should not be lacking food forever.” Do we
really need food FOREVER? Isn’t it sufficient to have enough food to last our whole lives?

Besides asking for a lifetime supply of food, we are davening that Hashem help us learn Torah and perform
mitzvos so that our neshamos will be nourished forever in olam haba.?”

In the section of “Retzei,” added to birkas hamazon on Shabbos, we describe Shabbos with the
phrase, “99% 10 witi 'ima ot o1r” — “This day is big and holy before You.” We know that the day of
Shabbos is holy; in what way is it big?

Every other day is 24 hours; regarding Shabbos, we fulfill Tosefes Shabbos — adding on to Shabbos — by
beginning the day early and ending it late.?®

There is a mitzvah to remember that we upset Hashem by doing the Chet HaEigel.? Why don’t we have
an official Shabbos to read those pesukim, like Parshas Zachor?
A public reading would be disgraceful to Bnei Yisrael.*°

The yetzer hara’s strategy is to convince a person to do one small thing wrong, and then another, until
the person eventually does avodah zara.** Moshe reminds us that regarding the Chet HaEigel we,
“QUICKLY strayed from the right path.”** How did the yetzer hara get us so quickly?

When Bnei Yisrael saw that their leader Moshe was not returning, they panicked, and were susceptible to
strong feelings of hopelessness. If we ever feel, “Forget it, there is no point anymore,” recognize that this is
part of the yetzer hara’s plan to make us give up — and then outsmart him!*®
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Moshe tells us that Hashem doesn’t ask much: “an (what) does Hashem ask of you? Just to fear
Him!”3** Even though to US that seems hard, Moshe described it as being easy because to HIM it’s no
big deal.* But why would he speak from HIS perspective, when teaching regular people?

Chazal derive from this pasuk that we should make at least n[x]n (100) berachos every day.*® With 100 daily
moments of awareness of Hashem, we all COULD become like Moshe and share his perspective!*’

The reward for our mitzvos is saved for olam haba. Why, then, does the Torah say that if we keep the
mitzvos, good things will happen to us in olam hazeh (such as in “vnw Dx n'n1”)?

Those things aren’t REWARDS. Rather, if we serve Hashem with simcha, He will give us the berachos we
need in order to keep serving Him without distraction.®®

Some people put on a second pair of tefillin every day, called, “Tefillin shel Rabbeinu Tam.” What are
those?

Tefillin contain small pieces of klaf, upon which are written 4 sets of pesukim which discuss tefillin. In the tefillin
shel yad, they are all written on one piece of klaf, and must appear in a specific order; in the tefillin shel rosh,
they are written on 4 separate pieces, each inserted into its own compartment, in a specific order from right to
left (from the vantage point of someone facing a person who is wearing tefillin). According to the mainstream
opinion, their order is: (1) “22 72 "7 wTR” (2) “I*ar > a1’ (both from Parshas Bo) (3) “vnw” (in Va’eschanan)
(4) “yvnw ox n'nr” (in Eikev). According to Rabbeinu Tam, 3 and 4 are swapped. In addition to putting on tefillin
arranged according to the mainstream opinion (called Tefillin Shel Rashi), some also wear a pair which fulfills
the opinion of Rabbeinu Tam.**

Can one use a single tefillin bag to store Tefillin Shel Rashi and Tefillin Shel Rabbeinu Tam?

Each opinion holds that the other’s set of tefillin are made incorrectly and are thus “not really tefillin.”
Accordingly, if, for example, Rashi is correct, and one’s tefillin bag is used to store his Tefillin Shel Rashi,
placing a pair of Tefillin Shel Rabbeinu Tam inside that bag would be akin to placing any other random, non-
kadosh item in the bag, which is prohibited.*® However, when making the bag one can stipulate that he will use
it for things other than “correct tefillin.”**

In the tefillin shel rosh, there are small hair-like strands protruding from a hole on the upper surface.
What are those?

The pieces of klaf which are inside tefillin are wrapped in a sinew taken from a calf. After the parsha of “ ox n'ni
ynv” is wrapped, its piece of sinew is pulled in the direction of the parsha of “a>2a 75 2 wTp,” upwards through
a hole in order to be visible from the outside.*

How can you tell from the OUTSIDE if a pair of tefillin shel rosh is a “mainstream” pair, or a “Rabbeinu
Tam” pair?

In every tefillin shel rosh, the strands of wrapping-sinew which are visible outside are the ones wrapped around
the parsha of “vnw ox n'nI” (see above). According to the mainstream opinion, this piece of klaf is placed in the
left-most compartment (from the vantage point of someone facing a person who is wearing tefillin). According
to Rabbeinu Tam, this parsha, and its protruding sinew, are in the second-to-left-most compartment.*?
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IN YOUR OPINION

We are approaching Elul and the Yomim Noraim. Which should concern a person more, and why:
violating big aveiros, or small ones?

Dovid HaMelech told Hashem, “I'm not worried about big aveiros; I'm worried that | may have carelessly
violated the “small” aveiros that a person tends to “step on” with his “eikev” (heel).** In reality, a “small” aveirah
actually becomes very large if repeated frequently, just as thin, weak threads combine into a thick garment. On
the other hand, no aveirah is too “large” for teshuva.*

What might make a person NOT want to be a dayan?

It feels bad if you have to kill someone. Also, some litigants are intimidating and could hate you if they lose.
Therefore, Hashem promises, “Keep the monetary mishpatim, and | will make you loved (so don’t worry about
hurt feelings), bless you (so don’t worry that someone will hurt you when he loses), and multiply you (the
population won'’t suffer, even if a whole city must be killed for doing avodah zara).*®

Did you ever begin a project, and then lose interest before it was completed? Why?
The Torah says to keep, “nixnn 72” — if you start a mitzvah, finish it!*’

Imagine that your family is going on vacation for a few days, to a city without a large Jewish
community. What food would you pack?

Bnei Yisrael (around 3 million people) followed Hashem into the dessert for a long journey, without much
packed, no way to store the mann, and nowhere to buy food. Hashem could have taken them near cities with
food, but gave them this test to see that they would follow His mitzvos forever.*®

Name some of the dangers and side-effects of arrogance.
e We could forget Hashem.*

Hashem doesn'’t like an arrogant person, and won’t help him against his yetzer hara.

It's like doing avodah zara.

An arrogant person winds up losing his dignity,

chases after money in order to out-do people,

gets in fights, which cause jealousy and hatred,

desires many pleasures,

steals, to support a flashy lifestyle,

is unhappy with what he has,

and lacks patience.>

We are supposed to make 100 berachos every day.** How many berachos do you make in a regular
day, even without doing anything extra or focusing on it? Count!

Have you ever done one mitzvah, which led to another?
Moshe tells us, “NOW Bnei Yisrael — Hashem just wants you to fear him.”* Even though there are 613
mitzvos, if you just do this one thing NOW, and fear Hashem, it will lead to many more mitzvos LATER!>®
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If you had to list 5 things to work on, which would include everything Hashem wants us to do in life,
what would you list?

Moshe tells Bnei Yisrael, “What does Hashem ask of you? Only to...”

¢ “Have yiras Hashem” — feel awe in front of Hashem, maintaining constant awareness of His presence

during all activity, and certainly while davening or learning Torah.

“Go in His ways” — imitate Hashem by perfecting your middos, directing all of your actions in a just,
“mussar” fashion, following a path which strengthens Torah observance and unity among people.
“‘Have Ahavas Hashem” — feel love towards Hashem to the point that you are motivated to please Him,
feel distress if you or others fall short in these obligations, and feel great joy when serving Hashem.
“Serve Hashem...” — keep all the mitzvos by carefully adhering to their details.

“...with all of your heart and soul” — with pure intentions, without ulterior motives, fully invested and
committed, not serving Hashem merely out of habit.>

Is it ever OK to praise yourself?

Moshe tells us, “Hashem is your praise”: we should praise ourselves that we are servants of the King of

everything®®, Who did miracles for us®'!
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CHAYEINY A Life of Truth

“ eehl‘ Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
Shabbos Inspiration/
702N’ DYN NITYa

Yankov'l was riding the train with his Zadie. Yankov'| was a nin:, and although he loved his Zadie, his loss and the loneliness that he
felt, had led him to an encounter with his vy 1y, He had become caught up with the winds of the times, and the lure of the communists
and socialists was dragging him in. Yankeleh didn’t feel like he was being dragged in, he felt like he was doing what he wanted to do. His
Zadie, Reb Zelig, loved him and cared for him, but he was an older man, and Yankeleh and his Zadie didn't see eye to eye. Reb Zelig
had squeezed an agreement out of his einekel to come with him to his Rebbe, Reb Shemesh’l of Sadiger. Yankov'l just wanted to hang
out with his “friends”. These were the years before World War |l when the “isims” had become ruthless and violent, and they were
victimizing the Jewish community." Involvement with those groups was plainly dangerous, and Yankov'l's Zadie was frightened for him.>2
He felt that once Yankov’'l came to the Rebbe, he would not regret it. He wished that his einekel would relax a little bit and enjoy the train
ride, but Yankov'l wasn’t in the mood. Then, they heard an announcement on the loudspeaker: Attention all passengers! Next stop,
Sadiger! “Come Yankel,” Reb Zelig beckoned, “get your hat box. This is our stop.” “I didn’t bring a hat.” Yankov'l said. “What do | need it
for, Zadie?” “Oh my.” Reb Zelig breathed. “Will you at least put on a hat when we go into the Rebbe. | don’t want to be embarrassed!”
“Zadie,” Yankov'l said politely, “will you respect what | say now?” “Well, it depends what you're going to say. Come. Let's stand out of the
way. The passengers are leaving the train.” Yankov'l continued, “I don’t want to put on a hat just for the Rebbe to see me. | want the
Rebbe to see exactly who | am.” His Zadie had a hard time understanding him. What his Yankov'l had been through had been terrible,
but it hadn’t been easy for him either. All he wanted Yankeleh to do was to put on a hat when he went into the Rebbe. But then he had
second thoughts. “You know something? | think you're right. | think | also want the Rebbe to see exactly who you are. This way he'll
understand the problem.” Yankeleh didn’t think there was a problem, but at least they both agreed that he would come without his hat to
the Rebbe. His Zadie had already made an appointment with the gabbai earlier that week, so they grabbed the first taxi and tried to make
it on time for their appointment.

When they arrived at the Rebbe, there were a lot of people waiting in line. The gabbai, greeted Reb Zelig warmly. When he noticed
Yankov'l, his tone changed. “This is your grandson? Where is his hat? His hair seems a bit long.” “Excuse me,” Reb Zelig asserted
himself, “I think we’'ll discuss this with the Rebbe, not with his gabbi!” Yankeleh was ready to run. “I'm leaving!” he yelled, “l don’t need
to be insulted this way!” “He is just the gabbi!” Reb Zelig said emphatically. Yankeleh didn’t care. People were staring at him now. They
had no idea what he had been through! Reb Zelig just said, “Come with me to the Rebbe please, and afterwards if you want to leave,
you can leave, okay?” Yankel was unhappy, but he reluctantly agreed. Yankel and his Zadie walked into the Rebbe’s room. The Rebbe
was happy to see them. “Ah! Vas macht men epis!? Reb Zelig, Shalom Alaichem! How are you?” Reb Zelig became very emotional, and
broke down, “how are you, Rebbe?” he cried, “how is everything?” “Reb Zelig, what's the matter? Why are you crying?” the Rebbe asked
soothingly. “There is a lot of noise outside. Please summon the gabbai, and ask him if he could keep things under control for a moment,
and close the doors securely.” The Rebbe smiled at Yankov'l, “Shalom Alaichem young man. What is your name?” Reb Zelig, crying
terribly, answered for him, “This — this is my — my grandson - the yasom.” The Rebbe smiled. “Reb Zelig, there is no reason to cry. For
me it is a great simcha and joy to meet your grandson. Shalom Alaichem young man, what is your name?” “My name is Yakov.” “Hello
Yakov, and n''7¢in [i'y "7'2X XY N2 DpNX DN’ Dipan. May the nYiyv 7¢ 1ia be nnan you, and may you feel no pain any
longer in your life.” “Thank you, Rebbe.” “Yakov,” the Rebbe continued, “is there perhaps anything you would like to discuss with me?”
“No.” Yakov answered. “I'll tell you the truth, Rabbi. | just came because my grandfather told me to. That's the only reason that | came!
Do you understand that, Rabbi?! The only reason | came is because my grandfather told me to come!” The Rebbe was very impressed.
“A young man, in our days, still has respect for his grandfather, and comes! This is quite extraordinary. Yakov, | am proud of you.” “Can
| leave now, Rabbi?” “If you'd like, Yakov,” the Rebbe answered. “Would you be so kind to wait outside?” Yakov didn’t want to wait
outside. “My grandfather promised me that | can go on my own,” he said. “Yakov, can you do me a favor?” the Rebbe asked, ‘I really
would want your...” “My grandfather promised me | can go on my own, Rabbi! Are you telling me now that | can’t just leave and
run away?!” “No, no. Not at all, Yakov,” the Rebbe replied. “ni'z¢ii on. Just, as a personal favor, would you mind waiting another ten
minutes outside?” Yakov stood his ground. “There is too much noise outside, and | don’t like the comments your gabbai made to me
about my hat!” The Rebbe replied warmly, “did | say anything about your hat, or lack of such, Yakov?” “No, Rabbi. You didn't. And you
didn’t say anything about my hair either. | appreciate that, and that’s why I'll do you the favor, Rabbi, and I'll wait outside ten minutes for
my grandfather to come out.” “Thank you,” the Rebbe softly replied. “Thank you, Yakov, and it was a pleasure meeting you.”

Yankeleh left the room. His Zadie, was crying terribly, “Rebbe, the Rebbe sees nebach what I'm going through! | am going to take him
back, and | am going to hold him down, Rebbe! Ich vell em machen leren yeder tag! | will make him leamn...” The Rebbe empathized
with Reb Zelig, but he softly replied, “No, no, no, Reb Zelig, it won’t work.” Reb Zelig cried, “then what should | do, Rebbe?” The Rebbe
thought for a few moments. He sang a sweet singsong tune, “gevalt, gevalt, gevalt.” Then he looked at Reb Zelig, and said, “you know
something Reb Zelig, | am going to tell you to do something which may sound a little bit drastic, but my hergesh tells me that this is your

1 The Legacy, Rabbi Berel Wein & Rabbi Warren Goldstein, pg. 9
2 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #231, Dial-A-Shiur
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yeshuah.” Reb Zelig dutifully replied, “Rebbe, whatever you tell me to do, | will do.” The Rebbe said, “Yakov said he wants to go alone.
He doesn’t want to travel anymore with you. | think he should go alone.” Reb Zelig was shocked! “Rebbe, if we let him go alone, he
will run off to his friends, is duch vern a churban!” The Rebbe calmed Reb Zelig down, “shaaaa... Reb Zelig please, calm down.
Have bitachon and all will be well. Do you hear the commotion that's going on outside between the chasidim? It is very easy for your
grandson to be lost. We have to act fast. We're going to take your grandson, and we're going to put him onto a train where he can travel
alone. The train we’re going to put him on is to Bobov. | want him to go to the Yeshiva of Rav Ben Tzion Halbershtam. If we put him on,
and he has no money, he'll have no choice but to be on that train, and when he gets there, he will be in that Yeshiva.” The Rebbe called
in his gabbai, “Boruch, | want you to escort that young man outside to the train station. Tell him that he doesn’t have to travel with his
grandfather, and purchase a ticket for him. There is a lot of commotion at the train station, and he will not realize where the train is going.
| will be 77910, that he shouldn’t realize. Just make sure that the ticket is to Bobov.”

The Rebbe’s gabbai did as he was instructed. Yakov was happy to be traveling on his own. The gabbai told him that he was going home.
Yakov just didn’t know yet where home was. Then, Yakov heard an announcement on the loudspeaker, “may | have your attention please!
The last stop, Bobov, is coming up! Please be careful when you open up the overhead compartments, because some of the items may
have shifted during this train ride, especially with our conductor.” Yakov was confused. “Bobov? Hey, Mr. Conductor!” “What do you
mean, Bobov?! How could Bobov be the last stop?!” The conductor patiently replied, “How it can be the last stop, how should I explain it
to you? Because the train is on tracks that go to Bobov, and when it comes to Bobov there are no more tracks, so that's why Bobov is
the last stop. Now, do you understand that?” Yakov didn’t understand, but he had no choice but to get off the train. He didn’t want to
spend the night in the train yard, and he had no money for a ticket back. Yakov felt betrayed, “of all the nerve!” he yelled. How dare they
do this to me! Where do | go now?! | don’t know where to go!” As he was standing there, he was approached by a Bobover chasid.
“Anshuldiks. Hi. My name is Nachmen Ber. | received a telegram from Sadiger that you would be coming. Would you like to come with
me to the Yeshiva?” Yakov angrily replied, “No. I'm not going with you to your Yeshiva!” Nachmen Ber told him, “I'm in the Bobover
Yeshiva. It's just a couple of blocks down!” “Yakov was adamant, “I'm staying right here in this train station!” “Aright.” Nachmen Ber
replied. “Listen, | have better things to do with my time. If you want to stay here and STARVE, and FREEZE, it's going to be very cold
tonight, 7iTa Tia)a!" Realizing that he had nowhere better to go, Yakov angrily went along with him. He was greeted by the bachrim.
Yakov was in no mood for them, “no! | don’t want anyone to give me Shalom Alaichem! Get away from me, all of you! Can | please
have a room? Tomorrow morning, I'm going to figure out a way to get money, and I'm going to run away from here.” Nachmen Ber just
told him, “Whatever you want! Whatever you want! As far as I'm concerned, right now | have to walk the Rebbe because he’s going to
ayn!” Yakov was having a rough day. He cried, “Another gabbai! Another Rebbe! How dare my grandfather do this to me?!”

The Bobover Rav, Reb Ben Tzion Halbershtam, was walking to ayn with Nachmen Ber, and he heard the crying through the window.
“Who is that boy crying from that window?” “Oh Rebbe,” Nachmen Ber replied, “that’s the telegram we got last night from Sadiger. A boy!
A nin!! He came here. Apparently, his grandfather tricked him to come here. He doesn't really want to be here.” As Nachmen Ber was
talking to the Rebbe, the crying was getting louder, “No! No, grandfather! How could you do this to me! I’'m going to run away from
here and I'll never come back to you; not after what you did to me!” The Bobover Rav was listening, and he exclaimed, “My, my,
my, he seems terribly upset. You know something, Nachmen Ber, | am going to daven ayn later.” Perplexed, Nachmen Ber asked,
“But the Bobover Rav always davens right now?” The Kedushas Tzion simply replied, “ni¥an m 2109 njyna j7oiy. Make sure a |'in
waits for me later. Go and summon the boy.” Nachmen Ber did just that. “Hey Yakov! The Rebbe wants to talk to you!” “Well, tell him
that | don’t want to talk to him!” Nachmen Ber recoiled in shock, “You know, | think you're speaking with a little bit of chutzpa.” “Wrong!”
Yakov yelled, “I'm speaking with a lot of chutzpa! What are you going to do, throw me out of here?! That’s what | want!” Nachmen
Ber left the room and went back to the Rebbe. “Rebbe, he doesn’t want to come.” The Rebbe stood up and said, “in that case | will go to
him.”

Yakov was sitting in his room, and he heard a knocking at the door, “Who is there now?!” he shouted. He heard a gentle voice on the
other side of the door, “My name is Ben Tzion. They call me the Bobover Rav.” The Rebbe walked into the room, and Yakov greeted
him. “Hello Rabbi. | was tricked! | was tricked into coming here by my grandfather! He had no right to do it! They put me onto a train! |
thought | was going home, and instead it took me to Bobov!” The Rebbe looked at him with caring eyes, and said softly, “| understand
the problem. That's why | came to offer you money to go home.” Now, it was Yakov’s turn to be shocked. “What???” The Rebbe just
said, “If you want money, here it is. | think it's about three ruble a ticket from here to Sadiger, and you can get a connecting train from
there back home - here is the money. If you want to go buy a ticket, it’s all yours. However, you do seem very tired. Please, why don’t
you spend the night here? In the morning, come to me for breakfast, and afterwards, I'll have Nachmen Ber drive you to the train station.”
Yakov was touched by the Rebbe’s kindness, “Well, thank you Rabbi,” he replied as he relaxed a little bit. “At least you're a little bit
understanding.”

To be continued 72210! DWN NITY2...

To be sure, Yankov'l was in a difficult situation. His parents nebach passed away, and he was living with his old grandfather who didn't
understand him, but he was falling into a trap! We daven every day that Hashem save us from our v 1y, Just that alone makes us a
tremendous success. We should thank Hashem all the time that we are from the nimn n'7iv. We can also keep in mind when we run
into a difficult situation, that like Yakov in our story, we don’t necessarily know what is good for us. Hashem loves us, and is saving us
from greater troubles.

2|Life of Truth
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Week #429 Hi Ch.@§ Shabb@s
nitiative —

Is it permissible to allow a child to perform a Melocha?

There are several prohibitions involved in allowing a child to perform a
Melocha. They are as follows:

e A child who is old enough to understand that there are prohibitions on
Shabbos (approximately the age of four years) should not be allowed to do
Melocha on Shabbos.

e A child of any age is not permitted to perform a Melocha if the child’s
intention is to benefit an adult. Moreover, if the child did perform the
Melocha for the benefit of an adult, one is prohibited from deriving benefit
from the Melocha.

e According to many Poskim, it is prohibited to hand a child of any age an
object with which a Melocha will be transgressed, such as a toy that works
electronically; a cell phone; the remote that controls an air conditioner.
However, in a case of great necessity when a non-Jew is not available, one
may bring the child near the object (i.e. a light switch). An adult should not
place the child’s hand on the switch; rather, the child should perform the
action through his own movement.

Note: This leniency does not apply when the child understands that there
are prohibitions of Shabbos or when the child is doing it to benefit the
adult (either of the first two bulleted points).

e One may not tell any child to do a Melocha.

Note that the prohibitions of handing a Melocha-transgressing object to a child and
of telling a child to perform a Melocha (bullets three and four above) apply to an
adult who is a shoteh (one who has mental deficiencies) as well.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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WEEK 45

X"V D"D X" ,X"-T"W V'Y 'Y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

Can | spray or apply suntan lotion on Naw? What about roll-on deodorant?

QUESTION 2

My tuna/egg salad looks a little messy. Can | smooth it out in the platter before | serve it?

| see they sell “Shabbos liquid soap”. What's wrong with the regular one?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

On the long Naw afternoons, my kids get very hungry. Can | make them one of those instant soups
inacup?

Answer: Instant soups are usually made up of noodles, vegetables and spices. The noodles are most
probably previously cooked, and one can pour water on dry solid cooked foods. However, it would
probably be better to use a 'w"7wW "7 just in case they are not fully cooked, as there are D'PoOID that
hold that a 'w"™?w "7D never cooks. The vegetables are similar to the noodles. The spices, however,
present a possible problem. It is not clear to us (unless some of our readers clarify this) if they are
cooked. Since they are cut very thin, they possibly have a n27n of 71wan '7p; foods that are easily
cooked, which some D'goID don't allow even 'W'7w 70 water to be used. Although T"V-T) NWN NINAN
(1" ,1"0 71w is lenient by a 'w"w 7D, there are others that are not. It would be best to add the spices
only after the water is less than 12 n77I10 T'.

While on this topic, in a previous edition (#40) we mentioned one can use wYw Y2 water on
ground-up coffee beans to make freshly brewed coffee on Naw, since the coffee beans were
previously roasted. Some readers alerted us that the beans are roasted at 400 degrees for only 10
minutes, which may not be considered fully roasted. In that case, using 'W"?w "72 would be a NnpI7Nn
DNNN. It would still seem that one can be lenient, since possibly it is considered fully roasted, and

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 1 cont...

even if not, nWN "M allows a 'W"7w 7D even if it is not fully roasted. In addition, ground coffee may not
be 712N "7 in which case all would allow 'w'?w 72, However, there is room for someone to be
NN if they so decide. We thank our readers for their valuable input!

QUESTION 2

Can | make instant oatmeal for the baby on naw?

Answer: Making a dough-like mixture is the NdX7n of NW™?, and catmeal is a prime example of such
a case. If one needs to make oatmeal for a child, the best way is to make a N2> n'?'72- a loose
mixture. The way to make it according to the (T"-X"JW) YNV |N?W is using a M»w. Firstly, one should
reverse the order of how the ingredients are placed. This means that one should put the water in
first and then afterwards the oatmeal, using a lot of water to make a looser mixture. Then it should
be mixed with a 'I2'w, using crisscross motions instead of regular mixing. If there is a need to make
a thicker mixture, there would be room for leniency using the above process based on the |I'xn W
(T"9), but in such a case it would be better to prepare the oatmeal entirely before Naw and just add
some more water to it on NawW to freshen it up.

Foods that mix on contact with water to become a dough-like substance even without manual
mixing, such as instant potatoes, may not be made on Naw at all, according to the Ny |N7wW
(Q"-n"w). If one’s instant oatmeal is like that, it shouldn't be made.

QUESTION 3

| didn’t prepare enough for NITIVO W7W. Can | mash up some eggs or tuna and make an egg/tuna
salad with mayonnaise?

Answer: Mixing mayonnaise into tuna or eggs is the NJdX'7n of NW'?, as one is combining the solids
through the mayonnaise, and can only be done with a '2Ww. In this case, as opposed to catmeal
where the water immediately begins to penetrate, the adding of the mayonnaise needs no ''w,
since the NW'"? process doesn't start until one actually mixes the ingredients. Therefore, all one has
to do is to mix in a crisscross motion. Even though it is a thick mixture, one can lenient here, since
the first step- the adding of the mayonnaise- is not a nW"? issue. However, by oatmeal, where the
process begins with the pouring of the water, a thick mixture is typically not allowed (unless a 127w
is used).

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
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TORAS REB RALMAN

297X Y1190

Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Rav’s Resignation

Rav Yosef Shaul Nathanson was a brilliant gaon
and a giant in Torah. He was also a tremendous
masmid who learned around the clock, eating and
sleeping just enough to keep him going. When he
was a young man of marriageable age, there was
no dearth of shidduch offers that came his way.
Everyone, from the rich and connected to the poor
and learned, wanted a son-in-law of his caliber.

Rav Yosef Shaul married the daughter of a great
talmid chacham. In the process, he acquired a dear
friend and chavrusah, his new brother-in-law Rav
Mordche Zev. Rav Mordche Zev was also a
tremendous talmid chacham, and their father-in-

law watched with pride as his two illustrious sons-
in-law learned together day and night, developing
chiddushim and excelling in their studies.

The rav of their city was a distinguished talmid
chacham called the Yeshuas Yaakov. He guided
the spiritual state of the city with wisdom and
clarity of mind, and spent a great many hours
devoted to public service. From around the city,
there were questions constantly being posed to
him, and he helped the Jews resolve their
problems with dedication and warmth.

When the Yeshuas Yaakov passed away, the
community was devastated, and they knew that it
would not be easy to fill his larger-than-life shoes.
At the same time, however, the questions and
issues didn’t take a hiatus with the rav’s passing,
and it became urgent to find someone competent
to become rav.

It did not take long for the community to decide
that they wanted Rav Yosef Shaul Nathanson to
assume the position. They heard about his
vigorous personality, his unyielding diligence and
absolute brilliance, and they knew that this was
what they wanted in their new rav.

A delegation of three representatives went to the
bais medrash where Rav Yosef Shaul was
learning with his brother-in-law and waited
patiently for his learning session to come to a
close. As Rav Yosef Shaul stood up to leave the
bais medrash, they walked alongside him, and
took the opportunity to ask him to assume the
position of rav.

But Rav Yosef Shaul was not interested. “I am not
a rav,” he protested. “Rabbanus is not for me. It
will take me away from learning too much. Thank
you, but I cannot accept it.”



The delegation refused to take no for an answer,
since they were convinced that he was the only
suitable replacement for the Yeshuas Yaakov.
Again and again, they approached Rav Yosef
Shaul, pleading with him to accept the position,
but each time Rav Yosef Shaul turned them down
with the same response.

Seeing that their efforts were not leading
anywhere, the representatives decided to try a
different approach. They went to Rav Yosef
Shaul’s father-in-law and asked him to put
pressure on his son-in-law to accept the position.
At first, his father-in-law was reluctant to
intervene, not wanting to take responsibility for
the disruption to Rav Yosef Shaul’s learning, but
after the delegation put enough pressure on him,
he agreed to speak to his son-in-law.

However, even with his father-in-law involved,
Rav Yosef Shaul did not want to accept the
position. The delegation kept pressuring his
father-in-law, who in turn continued pressuring
Rav Yosef Shaul, but the young talmid chacham
kept resisting their pleas.

Even his brother-in-law and chavrusah, Rav
Mordche Zev, tried to convince Rav Yosef Shaul
that it was his responsibility to the community to
become the rav, but Rav Yosef Shaul shrugged
off this argument as well. He wanted to sit and
learn in a quiet bais medrash; he did not want a
job that would require hours away from his
Gemara.

But the pressure was relentless. The people did
not give up. They hounded and pushed and
prodded and pressed for months on end until they
succeeded in squeezing an agreement out of Rav
Yosef Shaul. After so many months of non-stop

pressure, Rav Yosef Shaul was forced to give in
and assume the rav’s seat.

However, when he accepted the rabbanus, Rav
Yosef Shaul stipulated strict conditions. He made
rules and regulations for everything in the city
that would fall under his responsibility, and asked
to be allowed close vigilance over the city’s
religious businesses, such as shechitah. These
conditions were unconditionally agreed to, and
Rav Yosef Shaul became the rav.

He was given a peltz, a distinguished rabbinical
coat, and a cane to walk with in the street, also a
sign of rabbinical distinction, and assumed his
new duties. In addition to the packed learning
schedule he’d retained up until then, he was now
also responsible for checking the weights in the
stores and confirming the kosher status of the
shechitah knife and the slaughtered animals.
There were tens of questions to address and issues
to resolve.

Before Pesach, Rav Yosef Shaul had many duties
related to the upcoming yom tov. Every day, he
visited the matzah bakery, where he spent a long
time supervising and checking to ensure that the
matzos were being baked properly. He needed to
give a stamp of kashrus on the wine produced
locally, as well as help people with their shailos
on koshering their pots and utensils for Pesach.
As well, he looked after the many poverty-
stricken families and made sure that they had
what they needed for Yom Tov.

Rav Yosef Shaul was so consumed by the needs
of the community before Pesach that he did not
have a moment to prepare himself for his own
seder. In fact, he arrived at the seder extremely
late, having been held up by some men in shul
with urgent questions. Keeping one eye on the



clock, he recited Kiddush with deep emotion and
proceeded to lead his family’s seder, aiming to
reach Motzie Matzah and eat a kezayis of matzah
before chatzos.

Suddenly, there was a knock on the door. Two
Yidden stood framed in the doorway, their faces
wreathed in concern and shock. Quietly, they told
the rav that they had witnessed observant Jews
eating chametz that very night of leil haseder.

Rav Yosef Shaul stood up and put on his peltz.
“Please take me to them,” he requested of the two
Jews. He hurried after the two men, who led him
through the city until they reached a decrepit hut
at the very outskirts of town.

Rav Yosef Shaul looked into the window and saw
that the two men were telling the truth. There was
indeed a loaf of bread on the table. He sighed in
pain and knocked on the door gently.

“Whose there?” a male voice called from inside.
“Rav Yosef Shaul Nathanson,” the rav replied.

The door swung open. A man, dressed in rags that
had more holes than material, stood there, and
when he saw his visitor, he fell to the floor,
crying. A mouse scurried across the room, and
Rav Yosef Shaul could see children sitting at the
table, nibbling at slices of bread. In the corner of
the room, the woman of the house was laying on
a bed, clearly ill. The entire house was in disarray.

“Rebbi,” the man cried from his seat on the floor.
“My wife is terribly sick; she is dying! And we
are so, so poor. There is absolutely no food in this
house. I am not eating chametz on Pesach, and
neither is my wife, but the children are crying for
food. They found bread, and they are so hungry
that they are eating it.”

Rav Yosef Shaul’s heart broke at the sight before
him. He turned to the two men with him and asked
them to quickly call some of the city’s askanim.
Within the next half-hour, the entire house was
sparkling clean. Matzos, wine, fish, and meat
were brought to the family, and the children were
all taken in for Yom Tov by kindhearted people
in the community. Even a doctor came to visit,
along with a regimen of medicines for the ill
mother.

It was with a very heavy heart that Rav Yosef
Shaul returned home to finish the seder. Although
the family was now comfortably taken care of, he
was consumed with guilt over his own failure to
ensure that every family in his city had matzos
and food for Pesach. A Jewish family had eaten
chametz under his watch and his responsibility.

By the time the seder was over, Rav Yosef Shaul
knew what he needed to do.

He was calling it quits, giving up the rabbanus.
He was not cut out for the job.

The next morning, the entire city was talking
about the story. There had been people involved
in the rescue operation, and details were flying
from person to person. It was a heartbreaking
story, one that the community hoped would never
be repeated.

But when the second day of Pesach drew to a
close, after Havdalah, Rav Yosef Shaul called a
meeting of all the rabbanim in the city. In a
somber voice, he took responsibility for the grave
occurrence of Jews eating chametz on Pesach for
lack of other food, even though they were only
children. “I am no longer the rav,” he concluded.
“I am resigning from this position.”



As soon as Yom Tov was over, he took off his
peltz, as though to cement his decision to step
down from the rabbanus. To the community, it
was a double blow. First, the terrible story that
had occurred on leil Seder, and now, the rav had
left them! Isru Chag Pesach was like Tisha B’av
that year.

The people did not take the rav’s resignation so
easily. When they could not convince Rav Yosef
Shaul to remain on board, they went to his father-
in-law for help. “Ask him to remain the rav until
you find a new rav,” was the father-in-law’s
advice.

Armed with this idea, a delegation went to speak
to Rav Yosef Shaul, and they were overjoyed
when he agreed to stay on while they searched for
someone new. “Only for three months,” Rav
Yosef Shaul cautioned. “I’ll stay for another three
months, and by then, you need to find someone
else.”

The representatives nodded, but they did not go
out in search of a new rav. As far as they were
concerned, there was no one competent enough to
replace Rav Yosef Shaul.

In the ensuing three months, Rav Yosef Shaul
spent an exorbitant amount of time answering
questions and ruling on halachic matters. Anyone
who needed a din Torah made sure to have it
scheduled in this time frame, because they wanted
Rav Yosef Shaul to preside over it. As a result,
the rav found himself presiding over many
interesting cases.

Toward the end of the three-month period, there
was a very unusual case regarding a food
wholesaler named Chaim.

Chaim dealt in the food industry, buying large
quantities of food cheaply and selling them in
smaller quantities to retailers for a higher price.
He would buy the wholesale goods on credit, and
pay back his suppliers once the food was sold.

One day, he purchased many bushels of wheat on
credit and spent a week selling the smaller
amounts to mills and bakeries. Once the wheat
was all sold, earning him a hefty profit, he
returned to his wheat supplier to pay up what he
owed for the wheat. It was then that he realized
that his pocket was completely empty. All the
money from the wheat sales were gone.

Worry gnawed at him as he hurried to retrace his
steps in an attempt to find the money, but
wherever he looked, he could not find it. For two
days and nights, he did not stop looking, but he
couldn’t find the money. Tears swelled in his
eyes, and he simply could not stop them from
rolling down his cheeks. Dragging his feet limply,
he made his way to the nearest shul and put his
head down, crying and crying.

The people in the bais medrash were sympathetic
when they heard his story, and they offered to
help him look for it. Thankfully, Chaim had a
good memory, and he knew exactly what kind of
bills and coins had been in the money bag he lost.
He gave an exact description of the
denominations he lost to the small crowd of
people who had gathered around him, and they all
promised to keep an eye out for the money.

Just a short while later, the textile merchant came
running back into the shul, his face flushed and
excited. “I think I found it!” he called, running
over to Chaim, a bag dangling from his
outstretched hand. “Is this the money you lost?”



Chaim took the bag, his fingers shaking so badly
that he had a hard time opening it up. But inside
was his money, every last bill and coin! “Thank
you!” he exclaimed, jumping up and hugging the
merchant. “You saved me!”

The merchant just smiled. “I’'m happy to have
been able to help,” he said sincerely.

Chaim rushed out of the bais medrash, clutching
the money tightly, and headed straight for his
wheat supplier to pay up what he owed. To his
surprise, the wheat supplier greeted him with a
broad smile and astonishing news. “I found your
money!”

Chaim’s face registered confusion. “What?!”

“I found your money, the money you lost,” the
wheat supplier said again. “It must have fallen out
when you were talking to me. We found it earlier
today amongst the bushels of wheat in our stock
room.”

“Let me see,” Chaim requested in a trembling
voice.

The supplier handed him a bag, identical to the
one he’d received from the textile merchant.
Chaim counted the money and found every last
bill and coin inside. “I don’t understand,” he
stammered. “This is my money, but how can that
be? The textile merchant already found my
money at the marketplace!”

It was the day before Rav Yosef Shaul’s last day
as rav, and Chaim hurried to speak to him,
holding both bags of money. A large crowd
gathered curiously, amazed at the story, and
waited to hear what the end would be.

Breathlessly, Chaim related how he’d lost his
money, and the textile merchant had gone to help
him find it. “He found the exact money bag I
described, down to every last coin. But when |
went to pay the wheat supplier, he told me that he,
too, had found my money!”

Rav Yosef Shaul heard the story in silence. When
Chaim finished speaking, he said, “Come back
tomorrow, and I will have an answer for you.”

The following day was the last day of Rav Yosef
Shaul’s rabbanus. When Chaim came to speak to
him, an even larger crowd followed, eager to hear
the rav’s take on the strange occurrence. Amongst
the crowd was the textile merchant, who had
found the first sack of money.

“It 1s clear to me,” Rav Yosef Shaul told the
wholesaler, “That the textile merchant didn’t find
the money that you lost, but rather that he decided
to give you his own money, in the exact
denominations you lost, because he couldn’t bear
to see your pain. This was an unbelievable
mitzvah. However, now that the wheat supplier
indeed found your money, you may return the
merchant’s money to its rightful owner.”

The textile merchant stepped forward from the
crowd, blushing furiously. He had assumed that
the original money would never be found, and
thus no one would ever know about his deeds.
“But Rebbi,” he cried. “I don’t want to give up
this mitzvah! I don’t want my money back.”

“How about you donate the money to tzedakah?”
Rav Yosef Shaul suggested. “In that way, you will
continue to retain your merits in this mitzvah, as
well as gain additional merits by providing for the
poor.”



The textile merchant smiled and nodded, happy
with Rav Yosef Shaul’s suggestion.

But the best was yet to come.

“I have decided to stay on as rav,” Rav Yosef
Shaul announced emotionally. “Today was
supposed to be my last day. Now, however, [’ve
seen what kind of Jews live in this city. Jews who
give up their own money so that others should not
be pained. Holy Jews who fight over mitzvos,
unwilling to give them up! This is the kind of city
where I want to be the rav of!”

And with that, Rav Yosef Shaul Nathanson
remained the rav of his very grateful community.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A423
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A FEW DAYS BEFORE PESACH, A NEEDY
BLACKSMITH APPROACHED THE BEIS HALEVI WITH
AN UNUSUAL QUESTION.

MILK? ..MY SON, DO
YOU NEED TO DRINK MILK

FOR HEALTH REASONS? NO, NO. UH... | JusT

CAN'T AFFORD WINE FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY.

REBBI, IS ONE YOTZEI THE
ARBA KOSOS ON SEDER NIGHT IF
ONE USES FOUR GLASSES OF MILK,
INSTEAD OF WINE?

WHY DID YOUu
GIVE THE BLACKSMITH SUCH

A LARGE SUM OF MONEY? WINE
FOR ARBA KOS50S COSTS FAR
LESS THAN THE AMOUNT YOU
GAVE HIM/

NO, YOU CANNOT
USE MILK FOR ARBA KOSOS.
BUT HERE, TAKE THESE 50O
RUBLES TO 8UY WINE FOR
YOUR SEDER!

REB8l, I... I... JUST
CANNOT THANK YOU
ENOUGH! CHAG KOSHER
V'SAMEACH!

WHEN PEOPLE COME TO
ME ASKING QUESTIONS, THEY
RELY ON MY KNOWLEDEGE OF THE
FOUR VOLUMES OF SHULCHAN
ARLICH...

THE BLACKSMITH ASKED IF HE COULD
USE MILK FOR ‘ALL’ FOUR CUPS - THIS
MEANS THAT HE DOES NOT HAVE ANY FLEISH
FOR THE SEDER MEAL! HE NEEDED ENOUGH

MONEY TO 8UY MORE THAN JUST WINE; HE

u !
AND THEN THERE ALSO NEEDS TO 8UY MEAT.

IS A FIFTH VOLUME -
COMMON SENSE.
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UNDER 5781 21PN 7ns’ 79, HIS LINCLE (ALSO KNOWN AS R ITZELEH). IN 1853, THE 2°8) AND THE 971 1’2 WERE
ASKED TO LEAD THE N2V, WITH THE 20¥) AS NYY YN AND THE N9N 102 AS HIS ASSISTANT. HIS 19D, M9N 13,
WAS PUBLISHED IN 1863. IN 1865, HE WAS PRESENTED WITH A 1137 N2 8Y A DELEGATION FROM SLUTZK, WHERE HE
SERVED AS 17 FOR NEARLY 10 YEARS. HIS DYTRYN IN SLUTSK INCLLOED qD1> 7 ROSEN Y7781 (THE ROGATCHOVER
GAOND AND N2 TTID 1093 NIYY 11 SHAPIRO 97781 (WHOSE DYTHRYR INCLLDED 2Py 1 KAMENETSKY 9781 AND ™)
JINN KOTLER 57¥1). HIS LINBENDING BATTLE AGAINST THE D)2V AND THE WEALTHY EVENTUALLY FORCED HIM TO
LEAVE SLLITSK THE nb-] 12 THEN MOVED TO WARSAW WHERE HE CULTIVATED A CLOSE QELATIONSHIP WITH 7 )

YEH05HL|A LEIR DISKIN 7”3’( AS 1, WHEQE HE SERVED AS 17 FOR 17 YEARS UNTIL HIS '1'1’\D$
For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval
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EARLS OF WISDOM (o) Hashem Wants
FROM THE PARSHAH Your Blessings

(2> ) D727) Ry DRV PROX T an YR anwy

Now, Yisrael, what does Hashem your G-d ask of you? (Devarim 10:12)

by opn — “Established upon™ — has the numerical value of 100. This corresponds to the
100 blessings. Because every day, a hundred Jews were dying, so David came and enacted
the mitzvab of reciting 100 blessings a day. “Now, Yisrael, ‘'what' does Hashem your G-d
ask of you?” Read the word i, “what;” as xn, “a hundred.” These are the 100 blessings.
Once David enacted them, the plague stopped. (Midrash Tanchuma, Korach 12)

1 II Shmuel 23:1.

The pasuk of “What does Hashem your G-d
ask of you?” alludes to the mitzvah of reciting 100
berachos a day. And in addition to the allusion cited
by the Midyash Tanchuma above, the Baal Haturim
finds more allusions to it in the same pasuk.

Furthermore, on an earlier pasuk, DPATIT DNX)
D11 D2%3 0PN DYHPYX "2 - “And you who cleave to
Hashem your G-d, you are all alive today;? the Baal
Haturim writes that the zagim on top of the letter

2 Devarim 4:4.

kuf in the word ©°p27:7 allude to the 100 blessings
we need to recite every day.

We see that reciting 100 berachos is an important
matter that the Torah emphasizes. If we want to know
what Hashem asks of us, the answer is 100 berachos.

Let’s understand why.

The main reason why human beings were created
in the first place is to attach themselves to Hashem
and attain closeness to Him. There are countless
places in Torah sources where the giving of the Torah

is compared to a marriage and a covenant of love.



And we know that in married life, the shalom bayis

and love depend mainly on proper communication
between the couple. It is common to hear spouses say
to one another, “I don’t need anything. Just talk to me
nicely, that’sall.” Happiness in the home hasalot to do
with saying “Good morning” and “Thank you” nicely.

The same applies, so to speak, in our relationship
with Hashem. “What does Hashem your G-d ask
of you?” All He asks is that we speak to Him nicely,
at all times, which is what 100 berachos is all about.
It means saying thank you throughout the day.
Thank you for my eyes — Pokeiach ivrim. When you
drink a glass of water, you say thank you — Shehakol
nihyah bidvaro. This is proper, natural attachment to
Hashem at all times, throughout the course of life.
About this it says D1 DPPYX 12 DPIATI DPX)
0¥ 0373 — “And you who cleave to Hashem your
G-d, you are all alive today.” This verse alludes to 100
berachos, as mentioned above.

Now we can understand why David Hamelech
instituted 100 blessings when he saw a hundred
Jews dying daily. It may be compared to two people
who love each other very much, but they have grown
angry with one another. This type of anger can

PECIAL 1 OPIC

i

reach dangerous proportions. However, if you can
get them to at least talk nicely to one another, the
intensity of their anger will subside. It is no longer a
dangerous situation.

This is what David Hamelech did. He said to the
Jewish people: Just speak nicely to Hashem. That’s
all. Say thank you for the bread, say thank you for the
water, a hundred times a day.

When they started reciting 100 berachos, the
Divine anger subsided.

As the Ramban said, 239m yvann wmpna 5>
1ann, “Whatever is more holy is more destroyed.”
We could almost say that out of the 620 mitzvos -
613 Biblical mitzvos and 7 Rabbinic mitzvos — there
is none that people step on and disregard more than
this one. People tend to swallow the words and don’t
say them properly.

It is for sure that if a person recites each berachah
word by word, and even pays alittle attention to what
he is saying, that the verse 0¥ D392 0»n - “You are
all alive today,” will apply to him. It’s just a matter of
getting in the habit. Saying berachos properly opens
for us the gates of blessing. ®

Service with Heart

(» ,%> ©727) .0722Y Y232 1TV,

Serve Him with all your heart. (Devarim 11:13)

Service that is in the heart, which is prayer. (Rashz)

Hashem’s Thoughts

Tefilah is one of the three foundations on

which the world stands. It is the soul of our avodas
Hashem and our connection to Him. Let’s focus on

a few important points regarding 7efilah that have
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practical ramifications.

Hashem tells us, through Yeshaya Hanavi, an

important principle:

02°277 XY DYNIAWNN Sniawnn XY
W23 19 XN MY 3113 03 U7 OR3 0077
DNAWNNN 2NIWNM 013770 37T - My
thoughts are not your thoughts, and your
ways are not My ways, said Hashem. As the
heavens are high above the earth, so are
My ways high above your ways, and My
thoughts above your thoughts.!

This pasuk sounds pretty straightforward, but it is
actually telling us a really big chiddush and a new way
of looking at things.

What'’s the big chiddush here?

The human being was created in the image of
G-d. He therefore contains within him a lot of good
qualities. Let’s talk about some qualities that people

naturally have.

Every person naturally respects truth and shuns
falsehood. Even a thoroughly evil person, even a
lowlife who hardly ever said anything true all his life,
if he is walking down the street and someone asks
him where such-and-such a street is, and he knows
where it is, he probably will not point in the opposite
direction. Even a lowly person such as himself knows
that it isn’t nice to do that.

Even if he constantly lies, that’s only when he has
a reason to do so. For instance, he thinks he stands
to gain some money by not telling the truth. But to
just lie to someone in the street for no reason at all is
not a human trait. Human beings were created in the
image of G-d and they naturally respect the truth.

Another natural trait ingrained in people is acting
kindly to others. I don’t think there isanywhere in the
world where someone who falls down in the street
will just be left there to die. People will pick him up

and call an ambulance or take him to a hospital. This

1 Yeshayahu 55:8-9.

is a natural thing for human beings to do.

Common sense, the ability to reason things
out, is another natural trait that Hashemn endowed
human beings with. However, our common sense
is sometimes one of our biggest problems, because
we don’t always realize that we need to check the
Shulchan Aruch see what the Torah says is the correct
thing to do.

When the issue at hand is the kind of thing you
would look up in the Mishnah Berurah, like how
exactly to put on zefillin, we know that we need to
learn the Halachah and follow it. But when it is a
financial matter pertaining to Choshen Mishpat, this
is where people tend to rely on their own powers
of reasoning, and they assume that the Halachah
is what their logic tells them it should be. It is not
always the case.

However, the civil court often rules the same
as beis din. How is this possible? Where did the
lawmakers get it from? The answer is that Hashem
endowed human beings with common sense, with
the faculty of logic and reasoning, and it often leads
people to the correct conclusion.

This is why Hakadosh Baruch Hu needs to come
and warn us: Although you find beauty, greatness
and moral integrity within yourselves, you need to
know that this innate sense of moral integrity is quite
limited. “My thoughts are not your thoughts, and
your ways are not My ways.” What naturally seems
right and true to you might well be the opposite of
My way of thinking. And if so, it is the opposite of
the truth.

This is an awesomely important fact we need to
know. And it affects a lot of areas in life.

Small is Great

We all appreciate greatness and feel the opposite
about smallness. When we see someone tall, smart,
rich, handsome, with any desirable quality, we are
impressed. Whereas when we see someone short,
poor, stupid and ugly, we don’t exactly hold him in
high regard.



Let’s say we see a man in his early thirties, dressed
in a tailored suit and a well-pressed shirt, holding
an expensive briefcase. He looks respectable. He
inspires confidence. That’s the kind of person that
people want to put their money in his hands. But if
we see an unkempt man with a ragged appearance
hobbling along, we are going to think twice before
we place our trust in him.

Each one of us has a natural tendency to want
his friends to be great and well-respected people. If
a person has a friend who is a leading doctor, a very
wealthy man or a famous scholar, he considers it a
compliment. This is a natural quality. If I am the
friend of the great so-and-so, it reflects positively on
me. [ am connected to greatness.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu has exactly the opposite
trait. Who are His “friends,” so to speak?

M 193 2y X var 17 "X - This is
who I look to: the impoverished and the

broken of spirit.?

The poorest and lowest people are the closest
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. It is the way of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu that when He sees someone suffering
and beset by troubles, He is there with him. And not
just to help him. This is Hashem'’s place.

When the mother of the Chafetz Chayim
passed away, the Chevra Kadisha was deliberating
where to bury her. I don’t need to tell you what
an outstanding woman the mother of the Chafetz
Chayim was.

In that period there was a woman in Rodin, the
town of the Chafetz Chayim, a woman who was a
very great tzadekes. She was devoted to the doing of
chesed both through her deeds and with her money
and possessions. She was very wealthy and generously
supported the poor people of the area. As regards
her deeds, she would go to help every woman who
gave birth. If a woman was experiencing some kind
of trouble, she would immediately come to her aid.

2 Ibid 66:2.

She was an exceptional baalas chesed, a very great

woman. She passed away a few months earlier and
was buried in the local cemetery.

The Chevra Kadisha came to the Chafetz Chayim
and told him that they decided to honor his mother
with the merit of being buried next to this great
tzadekes.

The Chafetz Chayim answered that this woman
was indeed a great #zedakes, and an impeccable
personality, but after all, she was wealthy.

What did she do with her wealth? She poured it
into tzedakah and maasim tovim. She did only good
things with it.

But no. The Chafetz Chayim would not hear
of it. That’s not where his mother will be buried.
Hakadosh Baruch Hu dwells by “the impoverished
and the broken of spirit.”

This is a significant example of “My thoughts are
not your thoughts, and your ways are not My ways.”

The Poor Prayer
What does all this have to do with Tefilah?

There is an interesting halachah stated in the
Gemara. There were orphans, without father or
mother, and a patron, an apotropos, was appointed
to manage the money that was collected for them.
One day the patron was seen walking around dressed
in fine clothing, and people complained that the
clothing was purchased from the money of the

orphans.

The case came to R. Nachman, the famous dayyan
in the times of the Gemara.

R. Nachman rule that the patron was within his
rights to purchase fine clothing from the orphans’
funds. He is allowed to do what is necessary in order
for him to have a respectable appearance in people’s
eyes. This is so people will listen to him, so he will
command respect. When he walks into the office
of a businessman to make a deal with the orphans’
money, they will take him seriously and cut a deal
with him.
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When you go to a doctor or another personality,

and you want to make sure you will get proper
service and full attention, you put on a fresh shirt
and dress respectably. A person with a dignified
and respectable appearance is naturally treated
differently. He won’t be ignored.

It doesn’t work that way with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. Who does He listen to? Definitely not to

someone who dresses up.

So to who? To a tzaddik?

There are three people about whom
“tefilah” is written. One is Moshe, one is
David, and one is the poor man. 1%9m
DoRT WOR TWny — “A refilah of Moshe,
the man of G-d.” This is a tefilab the likes
of which is not found with another person.
717 1991 — “A tefilah of David”* This is a
tefilah the likes of which is not found with
another king. 23y% 1%9m — “A zefilah of a

poor person.”

Of these three, which is the most
important of all? The “sefilah of a poor
person.” This tefilah precedes Moshe’s, it
precedes David’s and it precedes all the
other prayers in the world. Why? Because
the poor person is brokenhearted, and it
is written 1% 12wy ' 2 - “Hashem
is close to the broken of heart”® Hakadosh
Baruch Hu listens to his words and hears

them. When the poor person prays,

3 Tehillim 90:1.
4 Ibid 17:1.

5 Ibid 102:1.

6 Ibid 34:19.
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his zefilah opens all the windows of the

firmament.”

The prayer of David Hamelech is the greatest
tefilah that a king could pray. The king is the soul of
the Jewish people, and among all the kings, there is
no tefilah more beautiful than that of David, who

was called “the sweet singer of Yisrael”

The prayer of Moshe Rabbeinu is also the most
beautiful zefilah a human being could pray. Chazal
say that when Moshe Rabbeinu prayed to be allowed
to enter Eretz Yisrael, and Hashem did not wish
to grant his request, Hashem told the angels to
go as fast as they can to close the gates of Heaven
before Moshe’s prayer comes in. His prayer was like
Hashem’s ineffable Name. It was like a sword that
slashes through all the firmaments to reach the Kise:
Hakavod. That’s how powerful Moshe’s zefilah was.

But the zefilah above all others is “A zefilah of
a poor person.” David prays, Moshe prays, and
Hashem says, so to speak: Put all the zefilos of the
tzaddikim on the side. There is a poor person with a
broken heart who is davening right now, and I want
to hear his tefilah. That’s what interests Me.

This is hard for us to understand. Moshe and
David get sidelined just because a poor person is

davening? Does that make sense?

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, and your

ways are not My ways.”

The most powerful zefilah of all is not when you
stand there with greatness and importance and even
tzidkus and ask for what you deserve. With Hashem
it works exactly the opposite. The smallest person is
the greatest.

7 Zohar, Parshas Balak 195.
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