/I NS >

CHAYEINH

C)IICJLJLJLJ:) | IIL

139

gy s

igtive

7''BWN SYOR-NIVRA NWID
Pg.#  Content
2-4 Seudah Stories
5-10 Parshah Riddles
11-12  Life of Truth Story
13 Shabbos Halachah Initiative
14-15 Halachah Q&A
16-19 Rav Kalman Krohn Stories
20 Comic Story
21-27 Nefesh Shimshon
mavha
28-29  R"vHw WTHYD XMW 1"A7

30 naw nTwob oY

31-32 5"y opoacap 0"

33-34  H"X1 POVWLIR WA A"AT
35-38  X"pHWw X712 17 7"A7

39-40  X"© YW PO TN
41-42  X"pHw 1p302 038 PR 2"
43-44  R"wdOw w0 nwn A"an
45-46  X"0HW POWILT PRX "N

'mp

Daily Hilchos Shabbos Rav Shmuel Bernath
732.301.4043 opt 2 then 8

EX T

R"YOW XA 2Py M A9 120" anbw "y
5"¥T 2pY? 277 12 20 17NN 277 3D

-

X2°9 12 DR 21 wnnao
77°W TNOR 12 370 PROIT LRI W N2 DT

AW 77X 2NNIT IROY 102 DO 1nR D19t

Dedication opportunities: 848-373-4436
shabboschayeinu@gmail.com




139

CHAYEINY

OIADDOS

Weekly Inspiration

SEUDAH STORIES

7"5WN *Y0N-NMYH DY

A Segulah for a Shidduch

On one of Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky’s trips to Eretz Yisroel, he met an old friend. During their conversation, the
friend related that he would soon be marrying off his daughter but unfortunately, even after making every effort
to procure funds and borrowing as much as he could, he was still missing the last $5,000 needed to close on the
apartment for the young couple. Rav Yaakov commiserated and filed the information in his memory.

A few days after Rav Yaakov returned to Monsey, he was visited by a well-known philanthropist, who related that
he had a daughter of marriageable age, but all the shidduchim suggested for her had not worked out for some
reason. The man was exasperated, and told Rav Yaakov that he had tried everything and did not know what else
he should do.

Rav Yaakov replied that although he could not think of a fitting shidduch, perhaps if he would help another
individual marry off his daughter, it would serve as a segulah for him to be able to marry off his own. Rav Yaakov
then told the philanthropist about his friend in Eretz Yisroel, who was missing $5,000 of the sum needed to marry
off his daughter. “Perhaps,” Rav Yaakov said, “if you give that sum of money to him, you will have a zechus.”

The wealthy man agreed to write a check from his tzedakah account, but Rav Yaakov told him that if he really
wanted the segulah to work, it was better to give the money from his personal account, not from funds set aside
for tzedakah.

Within three weeks of the donation, the girl was engaged.

Providing Firewood

One of the ways that the community of Brisk supported their rov was by providing him with firewood to heat the
house in the freezing Polish winters. Once, when the community leaders were reviewing the expenses, they
realized that Rav Chaim was using far more firewood than was necessary to heat his home. They looked into the
matter and realized that Rav Chaim was giving away most of his firewood to the poor.

The community leaders decided to lock the woodshed so that he would not be able to keep on distributing wood
to the poor. When Rav Chaim saw this, he became extremely upset. With a raised voice, he berated the community
leaders. “Is this yashrus?! | should sit in a warm, cozy home while people in the city are shivering from cold?!”

A Unique Sukkah Decoration

Each year, visitors that would come to the Finkelman family’s sukkah were always surprised; a most unusual
decoration was always hanging across the sukkah. It looked like a bunch of crumpled papers tied together with
string. On the first night of Sukkos Mr. Finkelman would tell over the story of this interesting decoration.

“In the early 1900’s many Yidden needed to be moser nefesh to observe Shabbos. Many factory owners would
demand that all workers come to work on Saturday. When the yiddishe workers would come to work on Monday
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morning after not showing up on Shabbos, the owner would hand him a “pink slip” which meant that he was fired.
The loss of a job meant that the family would go hungry that week.”

The crowd would listen with amazement as Mr. Finkelman continued. “This would happen to certain families each
and every week. The father would come home from shul on Shabbos, and with tremendous joy and happiness he
would make kiddush and show the children how lucky they were to be moser nefesh for Shabbos Kodesh. They
would rejoice in the fact that they overcame the challenge of not desecrating Shabbos, and they would
sing zemiros with great joy.”

“l was zoche to overcome this test and | feel that all of these pink slips that | myself received, make the most
beautiful decoration for our sukkah.”

It is no wonder that the Finkelmans have generations that follow their illustrious zaide as erliche yidden. Doing
mitzvos and learning Torah with joy has a very positive effect on ourselves and those around us.

The Oath

In one of the narrow lanes of the Beis Yisrael neighborhood in Yerushalayim stands a large, beautifully built shul.
For a hundred years, the following words have been inscribed on a marble plaque affixed to its north wall:

“For everlasting remembrance in the House of G-d. This shul has been erected by the generosity of a donor, whose
name shall remain hidden and concealed, who contributed a sum of 110 napoleons of gold.”

For many years it was presumed that the funds were provided by one of the wealthy citizens of the city who wished
to preserve his tzedakah from the middah of gaavah by remaining anonymous. Few knew the true identity of the
donor and the story behind his donation.

Rav Shlomo Zalman Porush was a man of modest means, though large sums of money passed through his hands.
He was the secretary of one of the kollel societies which supported the poor yidden of Yerushalayim. Rav Shlomo
Zalman was responsible for the sustenance of several hundred families whose support had been pledged by the
Jewish community of Minsk and its environs in White Russia.

One year, as Pesach approached, the arrival of funds was delayed. Rav Shlomo knew that the money would be
forthcoming, but in the meantime the families for whom he was responsible had to be provided with matzos, wine
and other yom tov needs. He therefore turned to a neighbor of his, Reb Faivish Stoller, a carpenter who had worked
hard all his life and had managed to put aside a considerable sum. Faivish agreed to lend him his life savings—200
napoleons of gold—until the money would arrive from abroad.

Shortly after Pesach, the long-awaited messenger arrived from Minsk. The purse he brought contained only 110
napoleons, but an accompanying letter promised that the remainder was on the way. Rav Shlomo lost no time in
bringing the money to his neighbor.

Several weeks later, the rest of the money arrived. But when Rav Shlomo brought the 90 gold coins to Reb Faivish,
a most unpleasant surprise awaited him. The elderly carpenter, whose memory had begun to fail him, had lost all
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recollection of the first payment, and was adamant in his insistence that he had received nothing of the 200
napoleons owed.

No written contract recorded the loan or the payment, for the two men had had absolute trust in each other. Now
they had no recourse but to present their case before the beis din of the venerated chief Rav of Yerushalayim,
Rav Shmuel Salant.

From a halachic standpoint, this was a textbook case: the borrower admits the loan, but claims that a partial
payment has been made, which the lender denies. This is a classic example of modeh b’miktzas; in such a case, the
burden of proof rests with the lender, but the borrower must take a sh’vuah in affirmation of his argument.

Upon hearing the verdict of the beis din, Rav Shlomo Zalman turned pale. Never in his life did he imagine that he
would be required to take an oath in court, never mind a sh’vuah performed upon a sefer Torah! He begged to be
given several days to think over the matter.

When the beis din reconvened, Rav Shlomo Zalman announced that he was prepared to pay the disputed 110
napoleons out of his own pocket rather than take an oath. He only asked that he be given a few weeks to raise the
money. Faivish Stoller agreed, and it appeared that the matter had been settled. But Rav Shmuel Salant would not
allow this arrangement. “I’'m sorry," he said to Rav Shlomo Zalman, “but this is not a private matter that can be
settled between the litigants. It involves communal funds. As one who is entrusted with charity monies, your
honesty must be beyond reproach. Unless it is decisively established that the money was paid as you claim, people
will talk. | therefore insist that you take the oath.”

Again, Rav Shlomo Zalman requested, and was granted, a short respite. For three days he fasted, wept and
recited tehillim. On the fourth day he came before the beis din and swore that he had paid 110 napoleons to Faivish
Stoller.

Shortly thereafter, Rav Shlomo Zalman put up his modest home for sale. To his family he explained that he had
intended to sell the house in order to avoid taking the oath, and now he did not want to benefit from money he
had “saved” by swearing on a sefer Torah. To the proceeds of the sale, he added almost all of his savings to make
the sum of 110 napoleons, which he presented to a committee that was raising money to build a new shul. His
only stipulation was that no mention should be made of the source of the money.

Several months later, Faivish Stoller appeared in the small apartment to which Rav Shlomo had moved after the
sale of his home. Without a word, he placed on Rav Shlomo Zalman’s table a purse containing 110 napoleons of
gold, which he had uncovered in a drawer in his workshop.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. In what instance in this week’s nwn9 is the word vann (quiet) used?
a. When else in the N7 is "wnn” used? !
b. In what famous instance in 773 is wann used? 2
c. In what instance in the N7 is )wINN used??
d. In what instance in the N7 is wnn used? *

2. What in this week’s nv19is 20007
a. Where else in the N7 do we find the number 20007
b. By which noYn do we find the number 2000?

3. Which person in this week’s nw19 took over the position of his great nephew?
a. How is he his great nephew?

4. To me, two people ran — but at different times,
Both ran from the same place and same person,®
Over me there were five.

Left over from me were very few.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

5. In a previous N¥19 we were part of a group of four titles,
We are used for judgment,
In this week’s nw9 the two of us are mentioned,
and we are used for war.
Who are we? (Submitted by R’ M. Cohen)

Need a Hint?

L noen nwio

2n one of the mvn
3 In nHwa nvie

41n v »n nwo

King. Need another hint? ny1o




Angwersg

1. (0,2 ax Ay vInm
a. When apy> hears that N»T was captured the 9109 says (N,79) 7ONX2A TY APy YWINM.
b. o7 tells ANON - W INN wINN DR, (17,7)
c. Before 910 0> ny»p — nwn tells the HxIv> »a — wanNn onry 05 DN N7
d

TWON quietly waits to see if Npan is the right Typw for pny.
(N2,72) NYTO vINNH NY NNNWN YWINM

2. The wan around the 0»9n )y were 2000 NINN
a.  (MITOHN NIWY D73 1w 1Y) DYOIND TON X)) .
b. mvonn

3. 25> took over as MWy from YNy his great nephew.

a. YNNI was NINN 12 07 )2 270 12 (as seen at the end of M1 NHMN). See 10,10 T2 79 wA
where he says 295 was 30 2. This is based on the ') in .30 97 NN that says 290's
father’s name wasn’t actually n»9> — it was )98 as is seen in v,2 DN ™27, He was called
N9 because he was D910 N3y M. If so, 295 was the brother of nwny's grandfather oA.
Note: The X7 and the 072350 say based on ny»wp from oops77 2937 that 792 )3 255 and »Ixn )3 255
were two different people. The 'n)doesn’t actually mean they were the same person but that they
had the same woy n15n. According to them, there is no reason to assume 35> was pwny's great

uncle.
4. To me, two people ran — but at different times, - nwn and N
Both ran from the same king, - Y19
Over me there were five. - kings
Left over from me were very few. - people survived the war
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAa.
Who am I? -PMm
5. Next Week....

Last week’s riddle:

The one before me is doubled, - PYanpn

The one after me is doubled, -Y0N MLYN

but | am not doubled.

However, this is only so in NIND YN,

The reason for this difference

can be traced back to the 2y0 oy of myav. - On myaw XIxY N fell behind »7x one nw19 ©

Who am I? - DNIY NWIY

,IRY Y1 12 RN PYY NTIIAR — INHY IRIGIY
571 1090 PR 12 TIT PNY ,NTY APy’ TIT NA N9 0271 ,97T DNIAR 12 DIRY 7YY
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNY nmar 93©

6 The second day of myyaw this year fell out on naw. Since it was 210 Dy we didn’t lain the nyawn nwAs but in Y e ¥ I where
there was only one day mwaw —they lained the nyyawn nwa. As a result, »'X got ahead of YINY ¥In one NwM9. In order to catch
up, in YIxY XN we lain npn and P51 together.
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Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

In the very end of Parshas Matos, there is a “missing” piece of dikduk. But don’t worry — it appears in
the beginning of Matos 35 times! What is it?

Typically, a “mapik hei” (a hei with a dageish) is used to indicate that a word refers “to her” or to something
“possessed by her.” In the end of Matos, the word “n%,” which is typically written with a mapik hei, is written
without one." In the beginning of Matos, there are many references to “her neder,” “her husband,” etc., yielding
35 occurrences of a mapik hei.

992

What does the word “aw'x”“ mean?

“N7w wR” — “Her husband.”

Parshas Matos begins by discussing nedarim. Soon, we will declare that we will keep our nedarim.
When?

On Rosh Chodesh Av, we will say Hallel, wherein we say, “D7wx 'n7 m1...” — “l will keep my nedarim to
Hashem.”

The keilim which were taken from Midyan needed tevilah in a mikveh.* How many times can one use a
kli which requires tevilah before he is toveil it?
Zero.’

Does one make a beracha when he is toveil a glass kli?
Yes.’

One of the middos of a chacham is that he doesn’t interrupt his friend while he is speaking; rather, he

waits until his friend has finished, and then responds.” Who demonstrated this middah in Parshas
Matos?

After Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein requested to stay on the eastern side of the Yarden, Moshe responded with
a lengthy, ten-pasuk explanation regarding why their request was inappropriate. Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein
waited until Moshe had completely finished his message, and only then responded with their suggestion
regarding how to make it work.?

How did Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein do a chesed for Bnei Yisrael by staying outside of mainland-Eretz
Yisrael?

They explained to Moshe, “We have more animals than anyone else. Why should we occupy valuable space in
mainland-Eretz Yisrael? We'll take the Ever HaYarden, which the rest of Bnei Yisrael don’t want anyway.”®

What does the word “11a” mean?
When pronounced v, accenting the “1,” it means, “They built”*’; when pronounced ‘7'v'm, accenting the “a,” it
means, “In us.”

1 _I.lu7 3.|||7
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How much time did Bnei Yisrael spend wandering in the midbar?

Of their 42 encampments, 14 were in the first year, 8 were in the 40th, and the other 20 were spread over the
middle 38 years."" So, although they were IN the midbar for 40 years, they spent most of it CAMPED, not
wandering.

Knowing the names of the 42 places in which we camped in the midbar can strengthen our emunah in
Hashem. How?

Bnei Yisrael miraculously survived their stay in the midbar, sustained by mann for 40 years, in an unnatural
environment which was distant from civilization and lacked agriculture. This reality was fully appreciated by
those who experienced it, but in later generations people might erroneously assume that Bnei Yisrael had
regular access to nearby cities or other natural food sources. By recording our travel-log, the Torah stresses
that we were in the middle of nowhere, and reinforces that life in the midbar was, in fact, supernatural.12

After makkas bechoros, when did the Mitzrim bury those who had died?
Immediately, the next morning, as Bnei Yisrael left Mitzrayim.*?

Whose yohr tzeit, mentioned in Parshas Masei, will be observed next week?
Aharon HaKohein died on the first day of Menachem Av.**

When Parshas Masei is a read alone, there are some who read the first 49 pesukim (!) as the krias
hatorah during the week. Why?
The 42 encampments represent the 42-letter name of Hashem, which should not be interrupted.™

Typically, the haftarah relates to the end of the parshas hashavua. Of the approximately 50 shabbasos
every year, how many haftaras do NOT relate to the parshas hashavua?
At least 19, and sometimes more:
e During Bein HaMetzarim, we lain the “Shelosha D’Puranusa” — 3 haftaras which relate to the Churban
HaBayis.
During the 7 weeks following Tisha B’Av, we lain the “Shiva D’Nechemta” — 7 haftaras which offer us
comfort.
Shabbos Shuva and Shabbos HaGadol are each accompanied by a special haftarah.
Succos, Pesach, and Chanukah each coincide with at least 1 Shabbos, and sometimes 2, on which we
lain a special haftarah.
The “4 Parshios” are each accompanied by a special haftarah.
When Rosh Chodesh, Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh HaShanna, Yom Kippur, or Shavuos fall on Shabbos,
they are accompanied by a special haftarah.

Chazak Chazak V’Nischazeik! — Take a guess: Sefer Bamidbar contains how many...
pesukim? (1288)
parshios? (10)
sedarim? (32) (Sedarim reflect a system of dividing Tanach which predates the secular introduction of
the commonly used “perakim,” and which relates to the 3 year laining cycle which existed in Eretz
Yisrael, mentioned in Megillah 29b.)
pesuchos? (92)
sesumos? (66)
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JUST CURIOUS

Are the nedarim of a child binding?

The nedarim of an 11 year old girl, or 12 year old boy, are binding, if they understand the depth of what they
are saying. Although the nedarim of younger children are not binding, we strongly discourage them from taking
nedarim, teach them to take nedarim seriously, and when not uncomfortable for them, we instruct them to
observe their nedarim.*

The concept of hataras nedarim is only HINTED to in Chumash, but not mentioned explicitly. Why does
the Torah “keep it a secret,” and leave it for the Torah SheBe’al Peh to explain?

Hashem “concealed” the concept of removing nedarim because He wants us to take nedarim seriously, and
avoid carelessly making nedarim.*’

If someone succumbed to his yetzer hara and ate something not kosher, but then found out it actually
WAS kosher, did he do anything wrong?

If a woman “violates” a neder, without realizing that her husband already removed it, she needs selicha from
Hashem.™

When the soldiers of Bnei Yisrael returned from fighting against Midyan, Bnei Yisrael were given the
mitzvos regarding “kashering” the pots which had been captured during the war. Why weren’t we told
about this earlier, regarding the things which we took when fighting against Sichon and Og?

When we conquered an area of Eretz Yisrael, including the lands of Sichon and Og, we were entitled to
possess, and use, their already-constructed houses, as well as their contents™, including non-kosher food and
pots®. When we fought with Midyan, we did so in order to take revenge because they caused us to sin, but not
as part of our conquest of Eretz Yisrael, so their pots needed to be kashered.?

Hashem told Moshe, Elazar HaKohein, and the nesiim, to count the items which we took from Midyan
and calculate how to distribute them among Bnei Yisrael. The Torah mentions that Moshe and Elazar
listened, but doesn’t mention that the nesiim participated. Why didn’t they?

The nesiim were told that they were ALLOWED to oversee the counting, including the portion given to Elazar
HaKohein, to make sure that everything was done honestly. They declined the offer, saying, “No need — Elazar
is like a malach, and no one suspects him of cheating whatsoever.”*

Why did Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein want to live on the eastern side of the Yarden?
e There was good land for their animals.*
e They wanted to be near the kever of Moshe®.
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When Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein asked to stay on the eastern side of the Yarden, Moshe told them

that their request was inappropriate. What was wrong with it?

Moshe highlighted 2 issues:

¢ It was simply wrong for them to settle calmly while the rest of Bnei Yisrael had to deal with the stress of

war. Even though Hashem would fight on behalf of Bnei Yisrael, Moshe asked them, “You are going to
sit here while everyone else fights?"?
Moshe told them, “You're going to scare everyone: they will think you're avoiding Eretz Yisrael because
you're intimidated by its inhabitants — just as the Meraglim did!?® In fact, there is no way that you
actually think that everyone will go fight and you won’t have to. You must be trying to scare Bnei
Yisrael, and repeat the Meraglim-tragedy!”*’

Vessels which were used to cook non-kosher liquids are “kashered” by submerging them in a pot of
boiling water.?® If the vessel is too large to fully submerge, can one submerge part of it, remove it, and
then submerge the rest?

Yes.?

The cities of the Leviim served as arei miklat. What if someone unintentionally killed a Levi? He would
seek refuge amongst his victim’s relatives?

The Leviim had such good middos, and were so wise, that they could overcome personal emotion, and protect
someone who killed even a Levi family member, realizing that it was, after all, unintentional.*

Why is galus a fitting punishment for an unintentional murderer?
Being exiled is almost as painful as being killed, because one is separated from the people he loves, his home,
and he has to live with strangers.*

When an unintentional murderer goes into galus, how does it help the family of the victim?
The Torah, with its great sensitivity, doesn’t want the victim’s family to have to keep encountering the murderer
in the area of the tragedy, so he must relocate.

After the death of the Kohein Gadol, an unintentional murderer can return home. Isn’t there still a risk
that the victim’s family will want to kill him?

When a person experiences a tragedy, he is somewhat comforted when others share in his experience. When
the Kohein Gadol dies, everyone is cast into a state of mourning, and this universally shared experience brings
comfort to the victim’s family, allowing them to stop pursuing the murderer.*®

IN YOUR OPINION

How long would it take you to count 100 sheep? How about 675,000?

Bnei Yisrael captured 675,000 tzon, 72,000 bakar, 61,000 donkeys, and 23,000 people, from Midyan. Half of
these were given to the soldiers, of which 1/500™ went to Elazar HaKohein; the other half was given to Bnei
Yisrael, of which 1/50™ went to the Leviim. Instead of just mentioning the above formulae, The Torah explicitly
calculates many of these equations, to express that while all of this counting was going on, miraculously, none
of these items died.**
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A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
702N’ DYN NITYa

Recap: Shprintza Rosenfeld, under the influence of a trance induced by an infamous kishuf macher, was taken into a monastery. Her parents,
together with the famous |70y Reb Nachum, reached out to tzadikim for help. The 7"¥7 773 12x taught Shprintza’'s mother that the n> of nymy is
stronger than any q1wi3. He gave her a sugar cube and instructed her to place it in front of Shprintza’s window in the monastery.

It says in the pasuk that we say in 12"7v: 3227 7x navinl ni'n AV T'. The pasuk teaches us that it's not enough for our nymx to be in our
minds, we must drive it deep into our hearts. Boruch Rosenfeld had encouraged his wife Nechama to seek the advice of the 212 12, but
when she came back to Warsaw with the Rebbe’s instructions, he found it hard to accept them.! Raising his eyes, he asked, “The Rebbe told
you to take... any piece of sugar?” “No,” his wife answered. “He gave me a piece of sugar that was on his table. He said that there is a n of
4> on Shprintza, and that | should run to the monastery and place it down in front of her window.” “And then what,” Boruch asked. “What
do you do after you place this piece of sugar down in front of the window???” Nechama struggled to respond. “I'm sorry. | didn’t mean to hurt
you,” Boruch said blushing, then, he furrowed his brow and asked, “but what did he tell you to do after you place this piece of sugar down in
front of the window??? Finally, Nechama just said, “You know something, | don’t know, and | don’t care! | am going to do what the Tzadik told
me to do, and we'll just have to wait and see what happens afterwards!” “Nechama, you're right,” Boruch admitted. You're the one with nainy
D'j?* Ty, not . | should be embarrassed of you. Go, and may x4n 74112 wiTpn place nn'7xn in your path.” He offered to call Reb Nachum to
accompany her, but Nechama told him that it wouldn’t be necessary. She had watched Shprintza taking her walks in the monastery garden,
and she felt that she knew where her room was. The Avnei Nezer had told her to go, so she would go. “You know something Boruch,” she told
her husband before leaving, “you better work on your nynx. The Rebbe made it very clear that when it comes to the powers of 1w, it is
only nMnx that is going to get us through.” Saying goodbye, she headed for the monastery.

The monastery had been tightening its security due to the tension they were feeling from the Jewish community. Nechama Rosenfeld arrived
right after the head of security gave Olak, the guard at the front door, a stern warning to stay sober, and to make sure no one tries any tricks.
Mrs. Rosenfeld stepped out of her wagon, and confidently walked up to the door and demanded to be let in, “Please excuse me, | have to get
by... | said, excuse me. | have to get by!” “What do you mean, excuse me? I'm the guard over here! Anyway, you need a pass to get in.” “A
pass? | have a pass right in my pocket book.” Nechama pulled the sugar cube out and showed it to the guard, “here, you see this!” “What's
that?” he smirked. “Looks like a piece of sugar to me.” “That's right,” Nechama said, “this is my pass.” Olak wasn’t impressed, “If you're trying
to bribe me,” he said, pulling himself up to his full height, “you are going to need a lot more than a piece of sugar.” Suddenly, Olak’s eyes
bulged! Nechama Rosenfeld was running down the hall of the monastery! “HEY LADY! GET BACK HERE!” Mrs. Rosenfeld quickly located
Shprintza’s window, and placed the sugar down. Olak sprinted after her, and yelled, “Hey you! Get out of here!” “Alright. I'm leaving.” She was
happy that she had been successful. Nechama went back to her wagon, and headed to Reb Nachum'’s house.

Several days later, Reb Nachum suggested that they ride over to the monastery, and maybe they would be able to find out if anything had
happened. He asked a couple people to come with him, and invited the Rosenfelds to come along. Mrs. Rosenfeld took a seat on the wagon,
and rode over with them to see what was doing. Reb Nachum walked up to Olak, and tried to strike up a schmooze. “Olak! How are you
doing?” Olak scowled, “are you out of your mind Nachum?! Get away from here!” “Olak!” Reb Nachum said with a big smile, “here’s a bottle of
your favorite Poilisher zex un ninesiker, 96 proof! Tell me what's doing!” Olak frowned, “| don’t need any 96 proof!” Alarmed, Reb Nachum
said, “If you don’t need any 96 proof there must be an emergency. What's happening?! What's up?! What's the score?! Here, take this bottle.
Put it in your pocket. Take this money, put it in your other pocket!” Olak sighed, “What a pity | only have two pockets. Listen Nachum, you got
to go! You see those police wagons coming from all different sides of the road? That Jewish girl Shprintza disappeared into thin air! We
searched the entire monastery! We've called in hundreds of reinforcements! She is nowhere to be found! If they catch me talking to you, I'm
finished! Please, get out of here!” Reb Nachum ran back to the wagon, “Driver, quickly! Back to the Jewish section! | don’t want to be found
here.” “What happened to Shprintza?!” Mrs. Rosenfeld asked eagerly. “Well, | guess it's good news,” said Reb Nachum, “Shprintza left the
monastery.” Mrs. Rosenfeld was ecstatic! The sugar worked! Shprintza escaped! She’s probably home now! It was the Avnai Nezer's np1al”
The way the monastery was guarded, escaping from there seemed like 910 0! Ny 7!

When they arrived at Reb Nachum’'s home, Mr. Rosenfeld was happy to see how excited his wife was, “Nechama!” he cried, “What
happened?!” “The sugar worked!” she exclaimed. “The Rebbe must have put nymx back into her heart! Let's take the next stage coach out of
Warsaw! Come on! We have to be home for Shprintza! Nechama didn't give her husband too much time to think about it. She urged him out
the door, and they hurried home. Unfortunately, however, Shprintza wasn't there. The Rosenfelds decided to return to Warsaw. They needed
direction on how to proceed. Reb Nachum suggested that they go back to the Avnai Nezer and tell him what happened. Mrs. Rosenfeld said
she would go, but she didn’t have money. “Please Rebbitzen,” Reb Nachum said, “rest up! By tomorrow morning | want you on your way to
Sochaczev. A ticket, and some cash will be ready for you on the table!” Mrs. Rosenfeld gushed, “How could we ever thank you?” “Simple,”
Reb Nachum responded, “invite me to Shprintza’s chasuna.

The next day, Shprintza's mother arrived in Sochaczev. As soon as she got there, she knew that something was wrong. The house of the
Rebbe seemed so quiet. “Where is the Rebbe?” she was almost scared to ask. A Yid told her that the Avnei Nezer had gone to Otvotzk to rest

! Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #139, Dial-A-Shiur
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up.” Mrs. Rosenfeld was crestfallen. She had exhausted all of her funds, and she didn’t know what to do. Just when she thought all was lost, a
pashuta Yid by the name of Moshkeh the ice cream man, saw how distressed she was and helped her out. The cost of a ticket from
Sochaczev to Otvotzk was his whole weeks profit of chocolate puffs! However, Yidden are not so pashut! “Old Moshkeh to the rescue!” he
said, “Here you go! That's Moshkeh! Always coming to the rescue! Yes, that's Moshke! Doing it in the most modest way! | don’t want anyone
in the world to know about this great Ton that | did! By the way... You will mention to the Avnai Nezer how you got there, that it was Moshkeh
who saved you, won't you?” Mrs. Rosenfeld was more than happy to do that, and she thanked this special Yid for his kindness.

When Nechama arrived in Otvotzk, she went straight to the Rebbetzin. She noticed the very long line waiting to speak to the Rebbe, and
stared in disbelief. “That is some vacation the Rebbe is having! A working vacation.” “My dear Nechama,” the Rebbetzin said warmly, Rebbes
simply don't always have time for vacations.” Nechama was crying. “You're crying again,” The Rebbetzin said with a voice full of concern,
“what happened?” ‘| still don’t know where my Shprintza is. Boruch Hashem, I'm happy that she ran away from the monastery, but | dont
know where she is!” The Rebbetzin politely excused herself to the whole line of Yidden who were waiting, and called Nechama to come in with
her to the Rebbe. Nechama couldn’t hold back her tears, “Rebbe, | did everything you told me to do. The next day she was gone from the
monastery - but Rebbe, she never came home!” The Avnei Nezer seemed deep in thought. Then he proclaimed, “What a stubborn kishufl A
stubborn kishuf indeed, but she will pull through. Don’t worry.” Nechama was happy to hear that at least Shprintza was alive. She asked the
Avnai Nezer, “Rebbe, what are we to do? Are we just to sit back and wait?” Suddenly, The Avnei Nezer turned white. Not just plain white, but
very white! And it seemed like he was becoming even whiter! The Rebbitzen became worried. She had never seen him like this. Time seemed
to have frozen. “Should | call Hatzala?!” the Rebbetzin cried. “I've never seen anything like this!” Suddenly the white went away, and the Avnei
Nezer's face became flaming red! Then, his face returned to normal, but his eyes seemed powerful and piercing! The Rebbetzin and
Shprintza’'s mother stood there trembling. “Two powers of kishuf he placed on her!” the Rebbe finally declared. “After she left the monastery
she went to the house of Van Schloss, the one who placed the kishuf on her to start with — that ywiinn yein! Who has killed, and hurt so
many people through his powers of nxn1v and magic!” Shprintza’s mother took a deep breath, “Rebbe, but what are we to do? “You are to do
nothing!” the Rebbe replied. “She will come back, and when she does, under no circumstances should you talk to her about what happened
throughout the entire episode. She is to reveal nothing to you. Do you understand that?!” Nechama Rosenfeld said yes, but she had a
question. “Rebbe, the church has a law that if someone was in a monastery, and he leaves, he is automatically arrested! There have been
stories that, |'7¥'7 xann, Yidden were burnt at the stake!” The Avnai Nezer replied, “I repeat again what | said to you, don’t worry. It is now
the beginning of the month of 7x. By ni>10 Tyinn 7in she will be home!” Mrs. Rosenfeld was worried that the Rebbe didn’t understand
her. The Rebbetzin reassured her, “the Rebbe understood very well what you said about being arrested. The Rebbe told you don’t worry.
Leave it with that np72. “Very well,” Mrs. Rosenfeld replied. As she was leaving, the Rebbe reminded her. “You are not to discuss what | said,
and what | promised with anyone. Go home and await the return of your daughter.”

The Rosenfelds returned home, and true to her word, Mrs. Rosenfeld did not repeat anything the Rebbe said. Nechama prepared all of the
D1iv oMy, Boruch built their n10, their house was freilach! Shprintza was coming home! During nia10 Tyinn 7in, they received a
telegram from their cousin Shimon that Shprintza had come to the city of Kozhnitz! They were so excited. Right away, Boruch went to get her.
Shimon told him that he was afraid that Shprintza would run away, so he had her arrested and placed in jail. Kozhnitz was a small town, and
he was friendly with the police officer. He was confident that he would be able to get her out of jail, and in fact he was. He told Shimon that
Shprintza had refused to eat anything other than fruits and vegetables in prison. She was back to her wonderful, ehrlicha self. People had
heard about the famous Shprintza, and they were eager to see her. Mr. Rosenfeld did not want to attract attention, so he quietly took his
daughter to the train station, and traveled with her back home. As they sat together on the train, Mr. Rosenfeld knew that he was not supposed
to ask her about her experiences. He tried not to, but he couldn’t hold himself back. Shprintza told him that she had no idea why she did what
she did. She was in a trance. She had gone to the monastery, and they were more than happy to take her in. She had seen her parents
frantically waving at her from the breach in the fence, but she felt like she had nothing to do with them. “One night,” Shprintza said, “I was
laying in my bed in the monastery, and | felt something — it had to do with a piece of sugar. The door opened, and two people walked in. One
of them, | never saw before, but | knew he was my grandfather. The other had the face of a Tzadik, but | didn’t know who he was. He had a
grey beard, his peyos were down, he had fiery eyes...” Mr. Rosenfeld exclaimed, “That sounds like the Avnei Nezer!” “Those two people told
me to leave. | ran out of my room, and somehow all the doors were open, and the guards were sleeping. | ran to the train station, and bought a
ticket back home. Two trains pulled in simultaneously, one that would have taken me home, and the other going in the opposite direction.
Then something strange happened. As | was about to step onto the train back home, instead of getting onto that train, | got onto the train
going in the opposite direction. When | got off the train, | saw Van Schloss. He took me to his house, and locked me in a room. | was there for
many days in a trance. One night, | saw grandfather and that Tzadik again. Van Schlass was walking outside then, and suddenly he threw
himself to the ground, and began to yell and scream! He was clenching his chest, and flying into the air in pain! | ran out of the house, and
back to the train station. A kind goy gave me a couple of pennies. It was just enough to get me to Kozhnitz. | remembered that we have
cousins in Kozhnitz, so that's where | went. It was rough being tossed in jail, although | realize now that it was for my own good. It must have
been a terrible bunch of weeks for you running around to find me!” “I'm going to tell you the truth Shprintza,” Mr. Rosenfeld said, “It wasn't me
who was doing all of the running around, it was your mother, | let her go on her own. | just couldn’t bare what was happening to you. Your
mother went to some great tzadikim. We learned a great lesson, Shprintza, Tzadikim know what they're saying.” The joy of that chol hamoed
when Shprintza came home was beyond description. Shprintza’s mother never asked her to explain what happened the whole time she was
missing, and they were zoche to marry her off with the instructions of the Avnei Nezer, and to see nilyna1 n1in2a 0'pQiy 02 121 DA,

The Rosenfelds had a very unique |i*02, but all of us go through niai*9a. Through the vicissitudes of life, Hashem is making us stronger, and
bringing us closer to Him.
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Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

oMma nvia

Week #426 Hi Ch.@§ Shabb@s
nitiative —

Is it permissible to measure boundaries for a game using floor tiles?

PR——

Utilizing floor tiles for the purpose of measuring may transgress the Rabbinic
prohibition of measuring, and it is therefore best to refrain from doing so. One
should also not measure precisely with one’s feet, although one may approximate.

—

Is it permissible to measure time with a clock?

Measuring time with a clock or sand timer is prohibited. Similarly, it is not
permissible to use timers that function as stop watches, for example by means of
rewinding a component to a specific time which then proceeds to wind forward,
thereby measuring the set elapsed time.

—

Is it permissible to play ball?

‘ It is preferable that adults and children above the age of nine do not play ball on
Shabbos. In case of need, one should consult a Halachic authority. Rolling a ball on
the ground outdoors is always prohibited, as this activity can lead to the
transgression of smoothing holes (Choresh).

Is it permissible to remove a ball that got stuck in a bush?

It is only permissible to remove the ball if the bush is shorter than 3 tefachim
(approximately 9-12 inches), since it is forbidden to place an object on, or remove
it from, a tree or bush that is more than 3 tefachim high.

Is it permissible to play with snow or to form snow balls or a snowman?

T, .. P ———————————

‘ Snow is not Muktze; however, forming snow balls, an igloo, building blocks of snow,
| or a snowman is prohibited. Breaking or dismantling any of the above items is
> forbidden as well.

- ———— ey

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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WEEK 42

nLN-MY'YY
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| keep a hot plate on over Naw. Can | put food on it or return foods to it on Naw?

QUESTION 2

I'm making a nNnYw and the caterer brought in a warmer for the food. Can | take some kugel off one
of the trays in the warmer and leave the rest in?

QUESTION 3

| did over my kitchen and installed a warming drawer. In which ways may it be used on naw?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Someone in my family sometimes needs to take Miralax; a type of laxative. Can they take it on Naw?

Answer: Medicine, prescription or over-the-counter, may not be taken on NaWw unless one is or will
become Halachically sick. The definition of “sick” according to the 1"7-N">W X"M1 is that one is
bedridden, as opposed to just feeling unwell. If the pain of being unwell is making his entire body
feel weak, it also constitutes “sick”. Therefore, taking a laxative or any type of medicine is only
allowed for a person that fits this category.

However, powdered medicines like MiraLax have a special leniency. The X"2>-N"JW 1NV [N7W writes
that one can mix medicine into a liquid before NawW and then take it on Naw, because it doesn’'t have
an appearance of medicine. One must make sure to mix it before Naw, or else it may not be taken.
I"9-2 NWN NMNAX limits this to medicines that their regular use is by mixing them into liquids, such as
powdered medicines, as opposed to grinding up a pill and mixing it into water. Some are even
more lenient and allow in all cases. Therefore, MiraLax or similar powdered medicines may be taken
on Naw according to all opinions, as long as one mixes it into water before Naw.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

Can | take my regular vitamins on naw?

Answer: If one is unwell and is taking vitamins to feel better, it would have the same NI>7n as
medicine, see Answer 1. If someone is taking vitamins to prevent himself from feeling unwell, it would
have the same N2'7n as preventative medicine, see Answer 3. Most people take vitamins as a form of
maintenance for the body, even though they are healthy. The 2"p-N">W NN Nwn writes that a healthy
person may not take any medicines for their healing value, even though he is feeling fine. It would
therefore seem that vitamins would not be allowed.

However, T"-2 nWN NNAX writes that a healthy person may not take medicine if he has by nature a
weakness that is being strengthened by the vitamins. Although he is not unwell, the vitamins are
doing the same job as medicine; improving his health, which is not allowed. But if the vitamins are
merely being taken to keep him healthy; such as to boost his immune system, it is not comparable to
medicine and may be taken according to the nwn NNaN (not all agree to R" Moshe). Therefore, vitamins
may be taken when one just wants to stay healthy, and has nothing medically wrong with him.

QUESTION 3

After a heavy meal, | need an antacid like Tums. Can | take it on Nnaw? Does it help if | take it before the
meal?

Answer: Taking Tums when one is not feeling well is no different than any other medicine, and is only
allowed if one is or will become halachically sick, see Answer 1.

Taking medicine to prevent aches and pains is a complicated question. The argument to allow it
would be that one is still healthy when taking it, as he hasn't eaten the meal yet. However, as
mentioned above, even a healthy person sometimes cannot take medicine. The only way to allow
preventative medicine would be based on the above mentioned nwn NNaxX who allows a healthy
person to take medicine just to stay healthy, and not to heal any weaknesses in his body. Taking Tums
before eating a heavy meal could arguably be considered merely putting something in his body to
fight a future stomach pain that has not arrived yet. Although such a person obviously has some sort
of weakness in his body that reacts to specific foods, the Tums is not fixing the weakness, rather is
fixing symptoms that haven't come yet. He could therefore be considered a healthy person taking
something to stay healthy, which is allowed. (See 2-2™ "X T"I' NWN NINAX where such a X120 is
mentioned.) This would be as opposed to someone taking vitamins in order to prevent aches or pains,
where the vitamins are intended to strengthen the weakness in the body, and would not be allowed.
Therefore, there is room to allow someone to take Tums before eating a meal, but taking vitamins to
prevent aches or pains would not be allowed. If one may become Halachically sick, all medicines may
be taken.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Real Gift

Benny was finishing up his final year of high
school, and the exciting occasion of his upcoming
graduation was nearing. A Jewish American
teenager in a yeshiva day school, he was looking
forward to the graduation present that his parents
would surely grant him. Many of his friends were
getting cars as graduation gifts from their parents,
and Benny, too, fantasized about driving his own,
new vehicle.

Then his father poured cold water all over his
four-wheeled fantasy. “Why does a young boy
need his own car?” he asked dismissively. “What
kind of gift is that for a Jewish boy? When you
finish high school, I will buy you a shas.”

Benny’s dreams were dashed and he looked at his
father in dismay. “A shas? Why would I need my
own shas? | can use your shas, and if not, | can go
into any shul and use whichever Gemara | want.
What do I need my own shas for?!”

But his father would not change his mind. No
matter how much Benny tried to explain the
reality to him, his position wouldn’t budge. He
didn’t care that every other boy in the class was
getting a car. He didn’t care that his son was upset
about his choice of a graduation present. Instead
of going to the dealership, he went to the local
Judaica store and purchased a shas for his son.

The graduation ceremony was a watershed
moment. There were speeches and awards and
then the graduates marched off the stage and into
their adult lives. When Benny and his parents
returned home after the graduation, a beautiful set
of Shas was sitting on the table, a gift from his
parents.

Benny was so disappointed with this gift that he
could not bring himself to thank his parents. “All
my friends got cars, and I get a Shas,” he
grumbled as he lugged the heavy volumes to his
room. “Why am I different?”

When his father wasn’t looking, Benny dragged
the set of Shas up to the attic. He certainly wasn’t
planning on using the gift, and just the sight of it
in his room was enough to remind him about a
certain kind of present, one that came equipped
with a steering wheel and a motor, that he did not
receive.

Just a few days later, while Benny was still
stewing over the injustice of his gift, his father
was diagnosed with a devastating illness and
rushed into surgery. However, the illness had
been discovered at an advanced state, and the
doctors had little hope to offer the family. Only



three months later, he passed away, leaving over
a wife and a few children.

In a short span of just three months, Benny
became an orphan, and he was left with the bitter
aftertaste in his mouth, the stale memories of the
final altercation with his father. There had been
no time for reconciliation over the disappointing
gift, and the ghost of their disagreement lingered
for a long, long time.

The years passed, and Benny and his siblings
married and moved out of the house. Their mother
continued living alone in her home until she grew
too old and frail to care for herself. At that point,
she made arrangements to sell the house along
with everything in it and move in with her
daughter.

“If you’d like anything from the house, you need
to take it by the end of this week,” she told her
children. “After that, everything will belong to the
buyer.”

It proved to be an emotionally difficult week for
the children. Together, they went through their
childhood home and chose which furniture they
would leave and which they would keep. They
uncovered an abundance of sentimental treasures
that stirred up old memories, laughing and crying
together with each discovery.

“Let’s check the attic,” Benny suggested. “Maybe
there are some things there that we would like to
keep.”

He pulled down the rusty attic stairs and ascended
into the cramped alcove. It was hot and dusty, and
hundreds of objects littered the floor haphazardly.
A pile of volumes caught his attention, and Benny
walked over to investigate. He wiped the dust off
the cover of the top volume, and his throat
squeezed.

It was a Shas.

The Shas that his father had given him as a gift on
the night of his graduation. The Shas that he’d
received instead of a car like the rest of his
classmates. The Shas he had never bothered to
open since he’d been so upset about it. The Shas
that had caused a rift between his father and
himself, a rift that had never been repaired during
his father’s lifetime.

But Benny was twenty years older now, the father
of children of his own. As he choked down the
bitter feelings associated with the Shas, he opened
the cover for the first time. This was a gift from
his father, his father whom he had not seen in two
decades! What a precious gift!

There was an inscription on the first page.
Benny’s voice caught as he read it out loud. The
note said:

My son,

Take this Shas. The Torah will give you true
happiness in life, more than anything else in
the world. | know that you also want a car.
Therefore, | bought you a new car. Go to
such and such place, and they will give you
the car, paid for in full. But know that true
happiness will come from the shas.

Your dear father, who loves you more than
everyone in the word.

Benny read the inscription once, twice, three
times. His father had indeed loved him! Then he
noticed a small envelope taped into the Gemara.
With trembling fingers, he disconnected it from
the page and opened it up.

Inside the envelope was a set of car keys.



Benny promptly fainted and his body crumpled in
a heap on the floor. The knowledge that his father
had indeed tried to give everything he’d wished
for and so much more was simply too much to
bear.

Hearing the thud on the floor overhead, his
siblings came rushing upstairs, and when they
saw their brother lying motionless on the floor,
they began screaming in panic. Someone poured
a bucket of ice water on his head, and Benny
groggily came to.

“What happened?” they asked him. “What did
you find that shocked you so badly?”

Benny struggled to sit up and pointed to the pile
of dusty Gemaras. Tears streaming down his face,
he told them the story. “l was mad at Daddy
because [ wanted a car like the rest of my friends,”
he explained. “I was so angry that I didn’t try to
make peace with him before he died. But it turned
out that he did love me. He gave me not just a car,
but also a life’s lesson. He wanted me to know
that true happiness doesn’t come from
materialism, but only from the Torah.”

We all want happiness, and we all search for
happiness. But we must remind ourselves that the
expensive cars and nice clothes and beautiful
homes are not the true harbingers of joy. True
happiness comes only from Torah.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #TB90

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt”l
are now available by phone.

USA 732.913.5616 or 718.557.7711
EY. 02.313.6038

Option 1: Vaadim given in BMG
Option 2: Shmussen given in Adelphia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurim

To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Toras Reb Kalman
Lakewood New Jersey
609.807.1783
torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Sponsored by:
The Friedman Family
The Schwab Family




Volume One of the new curriculum series is

Volume TWO of the NOW available for Schools to purchase.
“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn” Many schools have already placed their orders!
Book Series is NOW available at your local Judaica Call/email now to reserve your books while
Store. supplies last.
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Call/text 609-807-1783 or
Email torasrebkalman@gmail.com for a sample

If you have exceptional content about Reb
Kalman that you think should be inserted into
book 3, please let us know.
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IN AN EMERGENCY SHUL COMMITTEE I ODON'T
LINDERSTAND WHY THEY ARE
ASKING ME THIS SHE'EILAH; THE
ANSWER 1S A MEFLIRASH MAGEN
AVRAHAM! AND WHY IN A RUSHED
TELEGRAM?

MEETING IN A TOWN IN EUROPE:

RPABBOSAI! LET'S SEND A
TELEGRAM TO R’ YITZCHOK

IT IS TIME FOR A NEW
RAV. HE MADE A RLILING ELCHONON SPECTOR WITH THE
AGAINST A MEFLIRASH QUESTION. WITH THE BADOL
MABEN AVRAHAM. WE CAN'T HADOR'S PSAK WE CAN SHOW
HAVE SUCH A RAV IN OUR THAT THE RAV WAS CLEARLY
TOWN/ WRONG, AND THE REST WILL
8E EASY.

THE TELEGRAM RECEIVED WAS A TOTAL SURPRISE.
THE 6ADOL HADOR HAD PASKENED LIKE THE RAV -
HE HAD FORGOTTEN THE SAME MAGEN AVRAHAM!

ALSO, WHY DION'T
THEY ASK THEIR RAV? ..I
SUSPECT SOMETHING...T HAVE AN
IDEA... T MUST STOP THE LOSHON
NS HORA AND SHAME!

A SECOND TELEGRAM ARRIVED MOMENTS LATER... WOW. EVEN THE
POSEK HADOR CAN MAKE 5u9\évf>l7l' éJSESA'v 1S
MISTAKES... FINE TOO!

Dear Worthy Members of the Shul
Committee,
| apologize about my recent telegram
stating an answer to your she'eilah. |
erred. The answer to your she'eilah
is actually found clearly in the Magen
Avraham... seif... | apologize for the
/\ error and sincerely hope that no

R’ YITZCHOK ELCHONON WROTE IN HIS WILL...FOR
\ THE SAKE OF PEACE, T OFTEN 8ROUGHT UPON
MYSELF CERTAIN TROUBLES AND SUSPICIONS...T
WAS INSPIRED 8Y THE WORDS OF CHAZAL TO
SEEK PEACE IN ALL SITUATIONS...

michshal was chas v'shalom caused.

]Jl'\bN PNY M SPECTOR D18y WAS THE 3RD SON OF DN bNﬁ\’)’ Y Q7 OF THE LITHUANIAN TOWN OF ROUSH,
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH
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Get in the
Habit of Truth

(3,9 727N) .Y YoON K¥OT YD

He shall do just as it came out of his mouth. (Bemidbar 30:3)

Simply speaking, this verse is talking about oaths
and vows. When a person swears, or takes a vow, he
must fulfill his words and not act differently than
he said. However, Chazal and Baalei Hamussar
spoke at length in many places about how great it
is to guard one’s mouth from speaking falsely even
when no oath or vow is involved. A person should
train himself to speak only the truth, and whatever
he says, he should make sure to do it.

Habituating oneself to always speak the truth is
one of the greatest and loftiest virtues a person can
acquire. It is a level of personal perfection that is
actually very hard to attain. This is because people
naturally deviate quite a bit from the truth.

Chazal say that when Hakadosh Baruch Hu
wished to create man, the trait of truth argued
that man should not be created, because he speaks
falsely so much. People naturally tell lies. Both big
lies and little insignificant lies. And even when

they are not telling an outright lie, they often speak

inaccurately. People say lies that are damaging to
others, and they tell tall tales that are harmless. It is
hard to recount even a short, simple story without
exaggerating something or adding something.

This is all for a simple reason. We know that
when we are in a tough spot, we can very often
get out of it by saying a false word, thus saving
ourselves a lot of loss and a lot of unpleasantness.
And we have been in tough spots like this over and
over again during the course of our lives, so we have
grown accustomed to this kind of maneuvering.

The habit begins with small matters. Children
naturally behave rambunctiously and rollick
around. They often do things they should not.
With a little lie, a child can save himself from
punishment. And since he is a small, weak child,
falsechood is the only means of defense he has.
This habit of speaking falsely thus becomes second
nature. A person knows as long as he lives that he

can maneuver a lot of problems in life by telling a



little lie, and this is why so many people don’t stick

to the truth.

However, speaking non-truths is one of the main
causes of spiritual decline. It distances a person
from Hashem, and from the Torah, which are the
very source of truth.

We might think that words are just a matter of
pushing a little air out of our mouth; it’s no big
deal. But we are seriously deluding ourselves if we
think this way. A word is a tremendously important
and significant matter. It is not by chance that
speech has the ability to build worlds and destroy
worlds, to break hearts and to re-empower the

Be a Talmid

JCEV

downtrodden. We know this is true.

We need to realize that even if we don’t
immediately see it, our words exert a great
influence. Speaking falsely even about paltry things
that don’t seem to matter to anyone is a harmful
and destructive act. It disconnects us from Hashem,

Whose Name is Emes.
Fortunate is the person who accustoms himself
to speaking only the truth, because he is thereby

attached to the Source of truth. As Chazal say,
“The seal of Hakadosh Baruch Hu is truth”' e

1 Shabbos 55a.
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Abaron Hakoben ascended Mount Hor, as commanded by Hashem, and died there
in the fortieth year after the Jewish people left the land of Egypt. It was in the fifth
month, on the first day of the month. (Bemidbar 33:38)

It says in the parshah that Abaron Hakoben
passed away on Rosh Chodesh Av, which falls this
coming week.

This might sound like a relatively minor detail,
but actually it is quite a remarkable statement.
Nowhere else in the Torah are we told the specific
date on which a rzaddik died. Only Abaron
Hakohen’s yabrzeit is stated in the Torah. In fact,

it says in the Tur' that it is permitted to fast on
this yabrzeit, even though it is Rosh Chodesh, and
it is even praiseworthy to do so, as it is a taunis
tzaddikim.

Why is Aharon’s death mentioned in such a
special way? Perhaps because he was the great Rav
of ahavas shalom and of redifas shalom, of loving

1 Orach Chayim 580.
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peace and pursuing peace, so the day of his passing

is a time of crying and sorrow for all generations.
There is no sorrow like the death of someone who
brings peace to the world.

Chazal taught us emphatically:
Be a disciple of Aharon, loving peace

and pursuing peace.’

The first and foremost thing we need is a Rav
who teaches us to love shalom. This is because too
many people have a predilection for conflicts and
fights. When there is peace, everything is so quiet
and boring. But when a good, juicy controversy
arises, it brings interesting experiences, and life is
more varied.

Not only that, but at times of peace, many people
just blend into the background and don’t stand out.
You don’t see them or hear them. But when there is
a controversy, they become conspicuous and have
an opportunity to voice their opinions.

Let’s admit it: too many people enjoy a good
machlokes. This is why we need a great Rav like
Aharon to teach us to love shalom, and only then

2 Avos 1:12.
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Three Events that are One

Early Torah sources speak of three earth-shaking
events that took place in the course of history, each

of which changed the world fundamentally. And all

three convey the same idea.

The first was the sin of Adam HaRishon. Before
he sinned, he was as tall as the sky, and he saw from

one end of the world to the other. After he sinned,
Hashem placed His hand on him and diminished

will we take practical steps to pursue shalom.

This may be compared to a child who came upon
a big fire threatening to engulf an entire apartment
building. He watches the intense efforts of the fire
fighters climbing up and down high ladders, saving
people, spraying water. He stands there mesmerized
by the sight. It is even more exciting if he himself
helps in the rescue efforts, and people see what he
is doing and applaud him.

After such an experience, he can’t wait for
another giant fire like this to take place. He might
even be tempted to set a house on fire, in order to
go through another great experience like this, even
if it might cause a tragedy, chas vshalom. He is thus
in desperate need of someone to teach him not to
love fires and not to be a pyromaniac.

This is what Aharon would teach people. He
taught them to love “boring” peace and hate
“exciting” machlokes.

The day Aharon passed away is thus a time of
sorrow and weeping for all generations. We need to
remember what Aharon taught, and know thateven
if fights look fun and exciting, they are nothing but
a curse and a disaster. And peace brings everything

good. e

Kedushah is the
Root

his stature to a mere 150 feet.!

The second event was Cheit Haeigel, which was
a replay of the sin of Adam HaRishon. When the
Jewish people stood at Har Sinai, impurity ceased
from them,” and they returned to the level of Adam
before he sinned. But when they committed the

sin of the Golden Calf, they fell once again to their

1 Chagigah 12a; Bereishis Rabbah 12:6.
2 Shabbos 154a.



previous level.

The third event was the destruction of Beis
HaMikdash. (This refers primarily to the first Beis
HaMikdash, for then it was at the height of its glory.)

The fact that these three cataclysmic events are
essentially the same event replaying itself is a very
deep matter. Nevertheless, we will try to explain,
in simple terms, the nature of Churban Beis
HaMikdash. We will take a look at the “before and

after”

The World is for Me?

To get an idea how lofty this matter is, and how
it belongs to the Torah’s deepest teachings, here is a
little introduction.

It says in the writings of the Arizal that before
Beis HaMikdash was destroyed (and also before
Adam sinned, and also before Cheir Haeigel),
The Kingdom of Heaven had ten sefiros. And
the klipah, the forces of evil, had only one point.
After the Churban, the Kingdom of Heaven
diminished to one point, and the forces of evil
grew to ten sefiros.

However, the ten sefiros of the Side of Evil are
not exactly like the ten sefiros that the Kingdom
of Heaven once had. The ten sefiros of Malchus
Shamayim were with daas, whereas those of the
Side of Evil, although they too are ten sefiros, are
without dazs.

This is among the esoteric teachings of the
Torah. We cannot even touch upon its meaning in
proper depth. However, hearing such words gives
us the proper outlook on this lofty subject, even
if we approach it with allegories that elucidate its
meaning on a very simple level:

A person by nature sees himself as the center of
the world. The sun shines on him. It’s cloudy today
for him. The whole world is there for him.

A simple illustration: someone is rushing to
an important appointment and he gets stuck in a
traffic jam. At that moment his feelings are likely
to be: why are all these cars in my way? Why did
they all go this route today, when I am in a hurry,

to make me late? He doesn’t realize that the
driver behind him is saying to himself: Why did
this car in front of me make me miss the green
light, just when I am in such a rush to get to an
appointment!

That’s the way it is with everything. A person
tends to see the world from his own perspective. For
instance, when it comes to current issues, a person
often says to himself: I am open to hearing the other
side, I respect other people’s opinions, but it just so
happens that the facts prove me right...

A person sees himself in the center of the world.
His reality is essentially himself. The whole world
revolves around him, and it is important insofar as
it relates to him.

The Chasan and the Waiter

But does it have to be this way? Is this the proper
perspective on things?

Let’s say a forty-five-year-old kolle/ man has
been learning for many years, and has already
finished Shas twice, and now he decides the time
has come to work a little, to make a living. For
lack of other alternatives, he takes a job as a waiter
at a wedding hall. After all, Chazal say a humble
occupation is better than none: “Flay carcasses
in the marketplace, rather than rely on people to
support you.”

At work he feels very strange. Here he is, a
respectable man of forty-five, who already finished
Shas twice, and he is waiting on the bridegroom
who is a youngster, barely twenty-one.

But on second thought, he recognizes that
in truth, there is nothing demeaning about this
situation. The chasan is rightfully at the center of it
all. The whole celebration, with all the distinguished
guests who are attending, revolves around the
chasan, and that includes the waiter, too. It’s his job
to be there for the chasan.

Solet’s ask: who is the “chasan”here in the world?
Who does it all revolve around?

3 Bava Basra 110a.



Before Adam came to the world, early on the

sixth day of Creation, there were already heavens
and earth, sun and moon, stars and constellations,
fruit trees, animals and birds. Who was the “chasarn”
before human beings were created? Who did
everything serve? HaKadosh Baruch Hu!

200 DT XWM x0d omwd - The
heavens are My throne and the earth is My
footstool.*

The entire universe was meant to serve the
“Chasan,” Who was Hashem.

And then, a little later on the sixth day, Adam
HaRishon arrives. If we would ask him, “Who
are you,” he would say, “I'm just the waiter here.
Hashem is the ‘Chasan’ in the world, and I am the
headwaiter, the created being closest to Him. I am
meant to serve Him in the best way possible.”

That’s how it was in the world, for the course
of a few hours. The heavens were His throne, the
carth was His footstool, the birds sang in honor
of the “Chasan,” and Adam HaRishon was his
“headwaiter.”

Then the Nachash came along and said, “So,
G-d is the “Chasan,” is He? Just eat from the Eitz
HaDas, and then you will be like G-d. Then You
will be the ‘chasan”!

This was the sin of Adam HaRishon. So to speak,
he said to Hashem, “Move over, please. You're not
the Chasan anymore. From now on, It’s me. The
whole world revolves around e, and is meant to
serve me. And You, Hashem, are the Headwaiter.
You - the G-d in Heaven — will serve me. You will
give me life, health, parnassah and everything else I
need. The roles are switched now.”

Before Adam sinned, the Kingdom of Heaven
had ten sefiros. Everything was Hashem’s: chesed,
gevurah, tiferes and all the rest. Evil was only one
point. But after the sin, the Kingdom of Heaven
switched places with the kingdom of the &/ipah.

Let’s understand what this Side of Evil is: it is

4 Yeshayahu 66:1.

avodah zarah. About avodah zarah, Chazal say:

What is the “strange god” that is inside
man’s body? It is the yerzer hara

And what is the yerzer hara? Pharaoh (who
embodied the yerzer hara) said about himself:

NPWY 2IX) *IR Y — The Nile is Mine,
and I made Myself.®

The yetzer hara says: I am G-d. I am the center
of the universe. Evil took ten sefiros, meaning,
“The world is mine,” and Malchus Shamayim was
transformed into one point.

However, we need to understand that a man
possessed by such a yerzer hara does not ignore
G-d’s existence. On the contrary, G-d “serves” him.
G-d gives him life and parnassah and everything
else he needs.

Indeed, G-d serves him, but not for “free.” Every
morning, this man needs to daven shacharis, and
throughout the rest of the day he continues to “pay”
G-d for each food and each pleasure that G-d gives
him. He must recite 100 berachos every day. This
man feels that he is the “thasan,” and G-d is, so to
speak, the “Waiter” serving him.

This great switch took place due to Adam’s sin
(and also due to Cheir Haeigel, which resembled

Adam’s sin, as we mentioned above).

The Great Switch

When Beis HaMikdash stood, a Jew who
entered its gates felt clearly that the whole reality of
the entire world is meant only to glorify Hashem.
“The heavens are My throne and the earth is My
footstool”

Now let’s consider what happened after the
Churban.

According to the metaphor above, in which
the chasan is the center of everything, it comes

out as follows. What food is served at a wedding?

5 Shabbos 105b.
6 Yechezkel 29:3.



Obviously, it depends a lot on the chasan. If the

chasan comes from a well-to-do family, the tables
will be laden with the finest delicacies, and there
will be plenty of everything. Whereas if the chasan
is poor and barely survives from day to day, the
wedding cuisine is going to be simple, and limited
in quantity.

When Hashem is the “Chasan,” when He takes
the center, everything is provided in an abundance
we can’t even imagine. It fits Hashem'’s standards,
which are infinitely great.

Here’s a little example, to give us some idea of the
abundance that was in the time of Beis HaMikdash.
The example is getting zachas from one’s children.
When Beis HaMikdash stood, all the children
were on the level of Tannaim! If someone had five
children, he had five Tannaim at home. One like
R. Akiva, one like Hillel, one like R. Yochanan ben
Zakkai... Can we imagine what kind of zachas this
was?

In the days when first Beis HaMikdash was at
the height of its glory, there was no scarcity of
parnassab, there were no childless women, and
there weren’t other kinds of suffering either. The
closeness to Hashem was so great that it brought
an indescribable abundance of blessing. Just as you
can’t explain to a blind person what colors are,
and what beautiful landscapes are, so it was with
Hashem’s world.

But when the Jewish people sinned and Beis
HaMikdash was destroyed, man no longer saw
Hashem as the center of the world, but rather
saw himself at the center. And when man is the
‘thasan,” then the “refreshments” to be served
will go accordingly — sicknesses, calamities and
destructions.

The Point of Evil

When the world was in its glory and Malchus
Shamayim had ten sefiros — that is, when it took
up everything — evil had only one point. There
was a single point, called “nekudas hakesef”
This means a point that was so deep, it had the
power to captivate a person’s heart. A person had

such desire (kisufim) for it that all the goodness
showered on him by Hashem seemed as nothing
to him.

This point of evil, although it was just one point,
was capable of causing the Churban. We will explain
this through three examples.

One example is from Dor HaMidbar. The
Jewish people ate manna, bread from heaven that
tasted like whatever they wished. However, there
were a few flavors it was missing, among them
garlic and onion, since those foods are bad for
pregnant and nursing women.” Now, the Jewish
people had everything in the Midbar. They lacked
nothing. They could taste all flavors in the manna.
But it was not enough for them. They wanted
garlic and onion, too!

Another example: Haman, at the height of his
career as viceroy of King Achashverosh, was not
lacking at all in riches and honor. He wasn’t lacking
in family, either. Haman himself tells of “the glory
of his riches and his many children and all grandeur
that the king bestowed upon him, and how he
elevated him above the ministers and the king’s
servants.”®

However, Haman still grumbles: “And all this is
worthless to me every time I see Mordechai the Jew
sitting at the king’s gate.”

The third example is a modern one. A certain
doctor remarked that when he was in medical
school, he met a sick man for whom cigarettes were
absolute poison, but still, this man couldn’t quit
smoking.

“The first time I met him,” the doctor recounted,
“was when he was wheeled out of the operating room
after his leg had been amputated due to cigarette
smoking. A year later they amputated his second
leg. After another year they amputated an arm. And
the whole while, he couldn’t stop smoking, until he

died”
A person has everything. He has all the flavors

7 Yoma 75a, Rashi ad loc.
8 Esther 5:11-13.
9 Ibid.
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in the manna, all the honor and riches in the
empire, all the chances to live. But there is one
single point that he is missing, and that point eats
away at him and consumes all the goodness he is
blessed with.

This is what led to Adam’s sin.

Adam HaRishon was reclining in Gan Eden. The
ministering angels were roasting meat for him, and
pouring him wine.'

He had all the trees in the world there. But all
this did not satisfy him. There was one point -
the Eitz Hadaas — that he felt he must have. And
this point is what caused everything to change so
frightfully.

The Jewish people at the time of Beis HaMikdash
had everything. Yet, all this did not satisty them.
They lacked one point, and this point brought on
the most terrible destruction.

What caused this Churban? Man became the
center of the world. He started to think that the
whole world is his. He wakes up in the morning
and feels himself before everything else. He feels
tired, so he will sleep a little more... there is a
minyan also at nine... but if he davens at nine, he
will be late to kollel. So what does he do? He gets
up for the 8:30 minyan and takes some shortcuts
in his zefilah.

There are other people who wake up in the
morning and don’t feel themselves. A mother who
wakes up to the cry of a two-month-old baby does
not feel herself at all. She hurries to get up because
there is someone who needs her. She doesn’t belong
to herself; she belongs to the baby.

This is the idea of lehisgaber kaari, “to get
up in the morning with the strength of a lion,”
as the Shulchan Aruch tells us to do in the first
halachah. A lion gets up in the morning because

10 Sanhedrin 59b.
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he knows the world doesn’t belong to him. He

serves Hashem.

This is what Churban HaBayis caused, as
described in our terms: a person gets up in the
morningand thinks only about himself. He eats and
drinks. He sleeps. He also davens and learns, so he
will get Olam Haba. And Hashem is there to serve
him and supply him with all his needs.

However, even after we have fallen into this
sorry state, even after the churban, when evil has
taken up everything, the Arizal says that a person
can still find the point of kedushah. And the
point of kedushah is nekudas hakesef, the “point of
longing”

We spoke above about the foolish patient who
couldn’t give up smoking even though he knew
he was literally killing himself. It is because he was
riveted on one point. In the same way, a person can
desire the point of kedushah, despite it all. He can
raise himself up above the £/ipos that fill the world.
He can desire Hashem, Who is the Radiance of the
world, Whose palate is sweet, Who is all delight, for
He created everything.

And how does a person get to this point of
kedushah? By means of dazs. Evil doesn’t have daas,
but kedushah does.

Through dazs, through understanding, we
bring up the compelling question: What is the
world like, now that man has become the “thasan™
And what was the world like when Hashem was
the “Chasan’?

When we see all these things, when we see the
shocking difference between a world with Hashem
at the center and a world with man at the center,
there is one thing that is expected of us: to cry. To
call out to Hashem: “When will You come back to
Your world? When will all the problems get solved,
when will all the troubles stop?”

Here is the door to our salvation. ®
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