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The Sfas Emes and the Soldier

At the beginning of the 20" century, there was a war between Russia and Japan. Sadly enough, many young
Jewish people were drafted into the army. A group of bochurim came to the Sfas Emes and they asked him for a
brachah. He bentched them that they should not have to go out to war, but to one bachur he said, “Wait a
minute.”

The Sfas Emes went into his room, and came back with a book. It was a little manual on how to do brissim. The
Sfas Emes said to him, “Here, learn how to make a bris, and | bentch you that even when you go to the army, you
should come back b’shalom.” The boy began crying, and said, “Rebbe, please bentch me that | shouldn’t have to

I"

go to the war at all.” But the Sfas Emes was already talking to somebody else.

The boy got drafted and went to basic training. One day a general came to inspect the troops, his eye falls on the
Jewish boy and he says, “I want to talk to you in private.”

He takes him to his office, takes a pistol in his hand and says, “Is it true that you only eat kosher food?”
The young soldier says, “Yes.”

He holds the pistol to his heart and he says, “Hey, you are a soldier of the Czar of Russia, and the Czar doesn’t
want you to be hungry, the Czar wants you to eat all the food you can get your hands on. So, I’'m ordering you to
eat non-kosher food.”

Trembling, the boy answers, “I'm sorry, I’'m a servant of G-d, not of the Russian Czar.”

The general paces furiously up and down the room and then he comes up to him again and says, “l heard you
keep the Sabbath.”

He answers, “Yes.”

He says, “You are crazy! You are a soldier in the army of the Russian Czar! The Czar needs you to work every
day!”

This young man knew that this is the test of his life. He says, “I’'m sorry, I’'m a servant of G-d,” while the general
holds the pistol against his heart.

Suddenly the general smiles and puts down the pistol and says to him, “Listen to me, nobody knows, but I'm
Jewish. My wife just had a baby and | need a mohel to do the bris. I’'m not religious, but one thing | know:

A mohel has to keep Shabbos and eat kosher food. So | just wanted to test you to see if you really eat kosher and
if you really keep Shabbos. But now that | see that you do, I'll tell you what I'll do for you. I'll sign you out from
here and say | need you and take you with me. And after you do the bris, | will give you civilian garments and you
can just run home.”
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Shabbos and a Bowling Alley

One Friday afternoon Chaim was on the subway, leaving plenty of time to arrive at his destination before Shabbos.
Suddenly, there was a screech . . . the train came to an abrupt halt, technical difficulties. He looked at his watch,
there was still ample time to get to his destination.

Apparently, the technical difficulties were quite complicated, and after an hour-and-a-half they still had not been
solved. At this point Chaim was starting to get nervous; the hand of his watch was moving quickly and soon
Shabbos would be here. Finally, after two hours the train started to move again, with only a short time left until
Shabbos.

Chaim made a quick calculation and realized that he was not going to make it to his destination. With about fifteen
minutes until sunset, he ran out of the subway station and entered the first building he saw: Tony's Bowling Alley.
Chaim asked to speak to the owner and was introduced to Tony. Chaim explained to him that soon it would be a
Jewish holy day and he would be prohibited to carry anything. Chaim wanted to know if he could leave his bag
with him. Even though he was not Jewish, he gladly agreed, and Chaim deposited his belongings, including $300,
in his office.

Meanwhile, Chaim tried to figure out where he was. He found a place to daven, and then walked to the home of
a friend, who lived about forty blocks away. Chaim’s good friend was a little surprised to see him but he and his
family made him feel welcome in their home. After the beautiful Shabbos came to an end, his friend drove him
back to the bowling alley to retrieve his valuables.

Everything was topsy-turvy inside. It seemed like a storm had hit and everything was thrown all over. Chaim began
to realize that he might not get his valuables after all.

Finally, he found Tony, who had a look of amazement on his face. He explained to Chaim that there had been a
robbery in the bowling alley. He took him into his office which had been thoroughly ransacked for any valuables.

He said, "They took everything, but did not touch your bag. | am sure it is because you observed your holy day.
The Jews are a holy people; may G-d bless you."

He handed Chaim his bag with the three hundred dollars sitting safely where he had left it.

Eating on Yom Kippur

Rabbi Shlomo Lorincz was struck with typhoid fever shortly before Rosh Hashanah of 1951. He was admitted to a
hospital where the staff carefully monitored his progress and diet. As his iliness lingered, Rav Lorincz realized he
would remain in the hospital for Yom Kippur, and the doctors may insist that he eat on the holiest day of the
year. His premonition was correct, and his doctor told him that he would not be allowed to fast.

Devastated, he asked his wife to consult with the gadol hador the Chazon Ish. Mrs. Lorincz came with all the
pertinent information, and after evaluating the report, the Chazon Ish said, "If Dr. Frei feels that he must eat on
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Yom Kippur, then | concur with his decision." Mrs. Lorincz returned to the hospital to relay the psak, but it
devastating to her husband. To miss out on being in shul on Yom Kippur because he was stuck in a hospital was
bad enough. But to have to eat as well was too much!

On Erev Yom Kippur, in the early afternoon, there was a knock on Rabbi Lorincz's door. "Come in," he said. To his
absolute astonishment, it was the Chazon Ish himself. He was overwhelmed. It was only a few hours before Ko/
Nidrei, and surely there were important things that the Chazon Ish could be taking care of. What had brought
him all the way here?

"I have come to tell you," began the Chazon Ish, "That just as a person must be happy to fulfill the mitzvah of
DJ'MIWA1 NX DN'WI by fasting on Yom Kippur, he must be just as happy to fulfill the instruction of T8N bnNwal
D2'MIWA1Y. Therefore, you should be happy to fulfill the mitzvah to eat on Yom Kippur. | wish you a Gmar
Chasimah Tova and a Freilichen Yom Tov."

In his immense concern for his fellow Jew, the Chazon Ish went through the hassle of taking three buses and
spending over an hour traveling on Erev Yom Kippur. To the Chazon Ish, helping someone else in need was well
worth giving up additional time

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. What were the four locations of the yown in Y NIN?
a. Which of these four cities is mentioned in this week’s nv1a?
b. Which of these is referred to in this week’s nw19?
c. When is the name ©Yw)y mentioned in the N7 n?
d. What were two previous names of 05wy - both of which are
mentioned in the N7 n?

2. In what instance in this week’s nwn9 is a 82) mentioned?
a. Who is the only one in the " n that has the title of MmNy attached to
their name?
b. Which three other people in N7 are referred to as a N>23? When? !
Name two people that aren’t referred to as ©>X>2) but the NN
describes them as performing an act of mN>1).2

3. Iam aresting place,
She is an inheritance,
When we were Non, all others became prohibited,
However the effect of my 1ot was temporary while hers was permanent.
We are both mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I? Who is she?

4. |am an animal,
| can also be an emotion, 3
He who is partnered with me in this week’s nwA9 -
is used elsewhere? as a metaphor for this emotion.
| am mention four times in the NN,
All four are in this week’s nwn9,
Who am I?

Need a hint?

1 One in 79 79 NwAY, one in XX, one in NYw3, and one in 15720 NN

2 |n Tmbyna nw19

3 Although it is not used in the N7 as an emotion, it is used in 77, it is also used in MY DYIN and MNTPN
41n a well known p10a in ©5nn. (This P09 is quoted in MY and in a famous song)




Angwers

1. yyanan ,n>»v oo

a. (O,N) 9

b. n>w. The ML says (n,2%) IWITN NVOWY and (v,2%) NNV DX NNY TY DNNIA XY . 7YY
explains both refer to nYw youn.

c. Never —it always says N2 TwN DN
1) obw - (M, T2 79) OOV Ton P8P
2) IR N = (7,25 X)) IR N XIND ©IPHN DY DTN XIPN

* The name Db is a contraction of the two names.

2. (7,0 NINN NN 22T DN YNYN RO
a.  (9,0) NN 03N
b. 1) (1,9 N3 N2 VINDIYN YD NHY) - DNIAN
2) (2,%) 02) M2 PN YIDN) - )INN (Although here it doesn’t mean a prophet)
3) 0,79) NYnD SN TiY N2 DP'NY) - Nwn

c. (19,N°) MNNI NN — TN TTON

3. lam aresting place, -l am referred to as (v 'y V,2%) PNVHON
She is an inheritance, - She is referred to (»v1 7y V,2>) NONIN
When we were o, - to be the location
all others became prohibited, - Mma
However the effect of my mot was
temporary while hers was permanent. - After nY>w the mna were once again allowed
We are both referred to in this week’s nwA9. -0,
Who am I? Who is he? - NYw and DYV

4. Next week.....

Last week’s riddle:

| caused much harm to the world, - When | caused mn to sin

| was used as a show of power, - in front of Ny19

| was a companion to a p>1y, - to 90» when he was in a M2

| was used as a punishment, - When Y89 555 complained about the ya in npn nwao
My likeness was used for a Ny, - The snake formed from copper

I am mentioned in this week’s nwA9. - (10,N) PNRNXY 2PV IV YN

Who am I? - The v

,ARD M7 12 RN PVY NTIIAR — ROV NRITY
91 1090 TORIHYR 12 TIT PNNY ,NTY APY? TIT N2 N9 1972 ,H7T DNIAR 12 DIRY 7YY
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNY Mot 93°




NN — AYIO 'NNO
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

The word “re’eh” is a tzivuy (command). How many parshios can you list whose names are
commands?
Lech Lecha, Bo, Tetzaveh, Tzav, Emor, Naso, Shelach, Re’eh, Ha’azinu.

When would there be a mitzvah to bring a cow on an airplane (or a boat)?
If someone outside of Eretz Yisrael designates an animal as a korban, he must bring it to the Bais Hamikdash.'

Food moves around in your mouth, and settles in your stomach; Torah moves around in your stomach,
and settles in your mouth. How?

Torah that you've “swallowed” and absorbed is still unsettled and vague. When you speak it out with your
mouth and explain it, the Torah becomes solidified and clear.?

If an individual does avodah zara, he is killed by s’kila (stoning). If the majority of a city does so, they
are considered an “ir hanidachas”: they are killed with a sayif (sword), and their property is destroyed.?
How could a traveling group of salesmen save such a city from becoming an ir hanidachas?

When calculating if the majority of the city did avodah zara, one counts anyone who is considered, “yoshvei
ha’ir,”* which includes anyone who has dwelled there for 30 days. Thus, if among the full-time residents, a
majority HAS done avodah zara, but when counting the innocent, traveling salesmen, who arrived over 30
days ago, they tip the majority towards those who have NOT done avodah zara, the city would NOT earn the
status of an ir hanidachas.’

In the pasuk which tells us, “n>p"'x 'n"7 DN nm3,”® “You are sons to Hashem,” the Torah hints that this
honorary title applies to all 12 shevatim. How so?
There are 12 words in the pasuk.’

How does eating maaser sheini (a tenth of one's crop, that he must eat in Yerushalayim) help one learn
more Torah?

In years 1, 2, 4, and 5 of the shemitah cycle, we separate maaser sheini and eat it in Yerushalayim.? While
there, one sees everyone serving Hashem in the Bais Hamikdash, which leads him to improve his own Yiras
Shamayim and learn more Torah.®

Hillel instituted the concept of a “pruzbul,” which enables one to collect loans even after the end of the
shemitah year. Who benefits from this?

Everyone: Hillel saw that potential lenders were reluctant to lend money close to the end of the shemitah year,
knowing that they would soon be unable to collect'®, and were thus in violation of the mitzvah which warns
against such an attitude'’. When a pruzbul is used, the wealthy benefit because they can collect, and the poor
benefit from the availability of loans.
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When the sun sets on the night of Rosh HaShanna, a person could lose a lot of money. How?
At the very end of the shemitah year, all monetary loans are erased.'

JUST CURIOUS

“Re’eh — LOOK — I’'m giving you beracha or kelalah.”'* What exactly am | supposed to be looking at?
If you LOOK and observe those who keep the Torah, you'll notice, “...ivawn wx ,nd>1an NX” — “The greatest
beracha IS following the mitzvos,” because those who recognize that everything is a gift from Hashem are
happy and satisfied. In contrast, “...lvnun X7 ox ,n77Pn1” — “The greatest curse IS not following the mitzvos,”
because when one thinks that he is in charge, if he doesn’t have the fanciest house or “Ixj?” he feels as
distressed as if he was lacking basic food."

We are told to remove all avodah zara in Eretz Yisrael: DESTROY their locations, SMASH their
mizbechos, BREAK their matzeivos, BURN their asheira trees, CUT DOWN their idols, and — make fun
of their names?'® How does that help?

In general, mockery is a bad middah, because mocking important things undermines them, and leads to
silliness and lack of meaning. But, making a mockery of a mockery, such as avodah zara, has a “double
negative” effect by highlighting the silliness of something silly, and brings us back to serious reality."”’

There is a mitzvah to not destroy the Bais Hamikdash.'® Do we even need to be told that?
The mitzvah is to avoid all aveiros, so that our actions don’t cause the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash.'®

“When you get to Eretz Yisrael and you want to eat meat, go ahead.”?® Why would | have thought
otherwise?
In the midbar, we could only eat meat when the animal was brought as a korban shelamim.”’

Where do we find a mitzvah to be nice?

The Torah can’t specify how to act in every single bein adam lachaveiro situation. After telling us some basic
principles, such as not speaking lashon hara, not taking revenge or bearing a grudge, saving people from
danger, not cursing people, honoring zekeinim, and other similar mitzvos, the Torah concludes, generally, “Do
good, honest things,” such as speaking nicely.?

“If a fake navi predicts the future, and says to do avodah zara, don’t listen.”*® How was he able to tell
the future, and why did Hashem let him?

There were people who could go into isolation and access knowledge of the future, without fully understanding
it. Hashem tells us, “You already learned that Hashem is true from Yetzias Mitzrayim and Maamad Har Sinai
which were real experiences, not visions. I’'m letting this phony do tricks in order to test you and bring out your

love for Me. Don't be scared of him — only of Hashem.”**
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“Attach yourself to Hashem.”?® Isn’t that hard, since He has no physical body?
e Attach yourself to the WAYS of Hashem, and imitate Him by doing chesed.?®
e Constantly remember Hashem and your love for Him, physically interacting with the world but
preoccupied by your attachment to Him. This was easy while we were in the midbar, and Yehoshua
warned us to maintain this level even after beginning “normal” life in Eretz Yisrael.?’
e Attach yourself to those who learn Torah, because the Shechina is with them.?®

A meisis attempts to lure people towards avodah zara by saying, “You should look into how great this
avodah zara is, and see if I'm right.” If someone accepts his offer, even just to investigate, it is almost
guaranteed that he will do avodah zara. Why? Couldn’t it be that he is just curious, but will decide that
it’s silly?

Anyone who accepts the invitation, and bothers to check it out, is clearly not yet aware of how great Hashem
is, and is therefore at great risk of getting fooled.?®

If a city does avodah zara, even its animals must be killed.** What did they do wrong?
Hashem wants to remove every trace of this city, similar to when Shmuel told Shaul to kill all the animals of
Amaleik®'.%

We eat maaser sheiniin Yerushalayim, “In order to learn to fear Hashem every day.”** Without going
there | might have thought to fear Hashem only on SOME days?

In Yerushalayim, one would realize that he needs, “To learn, to fear Hashem, every day” — he must learn every
day abcgft fearing Hashem. This enlightening trip was an annual reminder that Yiras Shamayim needs constant
chizuk.

“You are Hashem’s children — don’t cut yourself (in grief) when someone passes away.”*® Why is this
prohibition linked to our parent-child relationship with Hashem?
e Hashem’s children should look pleasant, not injured.*®
e Children rely on their parents, even when they don’t understand their loving actions. The Torah tells us,
“Hashem loves you more than a father, and is doing what'’s best for you, so don’t go overboard when
feeling upset.”
When an idolater loses his father, he is left all alone with his wooden and stone statues. In contrast,
when someone from Bnei Yisrael loses his father chas v’shalom, he is not alone, because he still has
his Father Hashem.*®

IN YOUR OPINION

If one spaced out during shacharis, what are the chances that he will daven mincha with kavana?
It has nothing to do with percentages. Hashem tells us, “Look, I'm giving you the choice between good and bad
—it's all in YOUR hands.”*
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Weekily A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

TNAN' YN NIV

One of the last important Ba’alaei Tosafos was Rabbainu Meir of Rottenberg, the Maharam. A talmid of
R’ Yitzchok of Vienna known as the Or Zarua, the Maharam MiRottenburg was the Gadol HaDor in the
late 13" century. The MaHaram authored the tosfos on Meseches Yuma as well as thousands of
published teshuvos. He also wrote the kinah wX2 noINW "7NW that we say on X2 nYWN. He was the
Rebbe of Rabbainu Asher who was known as the Rosh, as well as R’ Mordechai ben Hillel known as the
Mordechai. Both of these D'win'® appear in the back of our Gemaras.*

The Maharam was the beloved Rav of Rottenburg. In his times, Yidden were not allowed to live outside
the ghetto walls. As a matter of a fact, there was a curfew at night and Yidden who were found outside
the ghetto walls could be arrested and rachmana litzlan what could happen to them. The ghetto was
very crowded. Its houses were small and dilapidated. It looked as if the houses were leaning on each
other for support, so that if one house would be removed all the houses would come crashing down.
The streets were just wide enough for a carriage to squeak through. When the count’s beautiful wagon
would come racing through the streets, as it often did when he came seek the Maharam’s advice,
people had to dive for cover.?

Beneath the ugly veneer of the physical ghetto the houses were full of kedusha and tahara. Many
hundreds of talmidim of all ages came to learn in Rabbainu Meir’s Yeshiva. As long as there was an inch
of room no one was refused admittance. The huge crowd of talmidim surrounding the Rosh Yeshiva
were so eager to hear his every word that they didn’t notice their discomfort. There were people in the
ghetto of Rottenburg dressed in all different kinds of clothing because they came from all parts of
Europe to speak with the great Gadol HaDor.

The count respected Rabbainu Meir’s advice. He positioned a few knights near the ghetto to shield the
Jews from persecution by the common people ensuring that no real harm should come to them. More
importantly, he needed the Jews as a source of revenue. He was always engaged in parties and all sorts
of extravagant things. When he ran out of money, he would simply create another Jew tax to fill his
deficit. There were a few wealthy Jews in the ghetto who paid the taxes for their poor brothers who
were in no position to do so themselves. The yidden of Rottenburg thanked Hashem for their relative
security, considering the persecution that was happening in the rest of Germany.

In the Maharam'’s later years, the conditions in Germany deteriorated. All over Germany the knights
were clashing with each other, it was all out civil war. Cities were ruined, attacked and destroyed. There
were terrible pogroms, but the Jews of Rottenberg were still relatively safe. It was then that a
particularly dreadful report reached Rabainu Meir. On Shavuos, the Jews of Alsace had been dragged
from their homes by the wild mob. The Mahram declared a day of public fasting to be mispalel for
yidden all over.

1 Rabbi Binyamin Sendler, The Chosen Path, pg. 276ff., Artscroll Series, The Complete Tishah B’Av Service, pp.361-362
2 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #369, Dial-A-Shiur
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That night, when Rabbainu Meir returned to his home tired and weary, he received an ominous
message. The count wanted to see him in his castle to discuss an important matter. The Yidden anxiously
walked their beloved Rav to the castle and waited outside, davening that the summons should go well.
Everyone was surprised and frightened when they saw who was ushering Rabbainu Meir into the castle.
It was a former talmid of the Mahram who had become a terrible meshumad. His name was Kneppe.
“Rabbi, don’t you remember me at all? Surely you have not forgotten your dear pupil Kneppe.”

“I recognize you. Kneppe, how many times did | ask you to do teshuva.” said the Maharam, “It’s never
too late.”

Unfortunately, Kneppe disagreed, “l am proud to tell you that as much trouble as | made in Yeshiva, now
| have much more sinister plans! Let us go, Rabbi, the Count is waiting for you in that room.”

The fact that Kneppe was involved in this summons boded evil. He was a man who was full of hate.
Besides for his personal agenda against the Maharam. He intended to make life into a living gehinnum
for all Jews.

The Maharam, however, was direct with Kneppe, “Your threats leave me completely unmoved. | have
never shown you any disrespect, and | never did a thing to harm you, yet all you care for is bloody
revenge. All | can say is, We have a great v"wa1 who will nullify all your wicked schemes and will save us
from your clutches.” The Maharam'’s fearlessness angered Kneppe. Like Mordechai Hatzadik in his
dealings with Haman, the Mahram only feared Hashem, and nothing that Kneppe would do could scare
this Tzadik.

When the Maharam came into the count, the count welcomed him with sarcastic warmth. He didn’t
have much time to schmooze because he had an appointment to play cards with other noblemen. What
he wanted to tell Rabainu Meir would not take that long.

“My brother-in-law the Kaiser can make good use of your extensive influence among your fellow Jews.
The king’s enemies are attacking him relentlessly, and as you know, my dear Rabbi, war costs money. |
have no doubt that were you to appeal to your Jewish friends abroad, even outside of Germany, they
would only be too happy to send you whatever you ask them. Your fellow Jews think too highly of you to
allow you to, um, shall we say, rot in a prison cell,” the count said cackling maliciously. “You have exactly
eight weeks in which to procure the sum of a mere 20,000 silver marks to the royal treasury, and in
three month’s time you are to hand in a similar amount, you must not be one penny short. Otherwise,
you will sit in jail for the rest of your life”

“Tell me, “Asked the Mahram, “does the evil Kneppe have something to do with this?”

“Oh! I don’t know why you’re calling him evil. He explained to me how the Jews hold you in such high
esteem and they would be willing to take the shirts off their backs to prevent you from being
imprisoned! A man that speaks so highly of you, | don’t know why you are angry at him. Good day Rabbi.
See you - with the money next time. Remember: 20,000 silver pieces, not one penny short.

owin Miwa we will continue next week. This story brings out so eloquently the ruach Yisroel. Even
though the hardships and persecution the yidden continued to build a beautiful community full of Torah
and Chessed. Also, the Maharam'’s shining example of fearing only Hashem is very inspirational.

2|A Life of Truth



Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder
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Week #430 Hi Ch@g Shﬁlbb@g
| — Anitiative —

What is permitted to be done if a child is holding Muktze?

[t is not permissible to pick up a child holding Muktze. In order to be able to hold
? the child, one is permitted to shake the child’s hand to cause the Muktze to drop.
! (There is room for leniency to pick up the child without shaking out the Muktze if
the shaking will cause the child to cry excessively).
However, shaking the child’s hand to make him drop the Muktze for other purposes
than to permit holding the child is not permitted (for example, if the Muktze that
the child is holding is a marker and one is concerned that the child will write with
it.)
If the Muktze being held is valuable, there is an additional stringency forbidding
one to even walk with the child holding the child’s hand, since Chazal were
concerned that should the child drop the Muktze item, one will come to pick it up.!

May a child be given a snack if it is certain that the child will rip letters when
opening it?

If one did not open the bag before Shabbos and it is impossible to open the package
without tearing the letters, one may give the closed item to a child to open on his
own.

May children go outside an eruv wearing a garment with gloves attached to
their sleeves with clips or gloves attached to each other with a string, if they
are not actually wearing the gloves?

Children may go out with gloves attached to their coat, because the gloves are
considered to be part of the garment. However, if the gloves are not attached to the
coat but rather are attached to each other by a string that is threaded through the
garment sleeves, the child is not permitted to go out with them if he/she is not

i - actually wearing them.

1This stringency applies only to Muktze items that are not permitted to be moved even for their use or
their place.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| noticed that after a while the Eiruv string has started to sag. Is that a problem?

QUESTION 2

In the summer months when there are a lot of leaves on the trees, the Eiruv string sometimes gets
deflected and pushed a little to the side. Does it need to be straight?

QUESTION 3

Some people tell me they don't rely on an Eiruv because they are 7'nnn like the b"an. Is that a XniIN
| should be taking on?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1
Can | spray or apply suntan lotion on Naw? What about roll-on deodorant?

Answer: When one applies a cream and then smooths it out, the (Q"-T"W) )NV IN7W writes it is the
110X of pnnn. Even applying without smoothing it isn't allowed, as we are concerned one will
smooth it out. Objects with thickness, such as wax or many creams are included in the JIO'N. If they
are thin and have a consistency similar to oil or water, they may be spread out. A spray suntan lotion
is like oil and may be spread out, while a cream may not. Roll-on deodorants are thin liquids and
are allowed, while a solid or gel deodorants are not. Other examples of thicker objects that can't be
used are toothpaste, lip gloss and silly putty.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

My tuna/egg salad looks a little messy. Can | smooth it out in the platter before | serve it?

Answer: The 1IO'X of pNnn generally does not apply to foods being spread for eating purposes. One
may spread butter, cream cheese etc. on bread, since the purpose of the smoothing is merely to
get it on all the bread. If someone wants to spread for cosmetic purposes, however, the D"D) X"NN
(N"DW writes that if he refrains, N212 1"7V NIAN. Therefore, although it is allowed, it would be smart not
to smooth out the egg/tuna salad for cosmetic purposes.

QUESTION 3

| see they sell “Shabbos liquid soap”. What's wrong with the regular one?

Answer: Based on what was written in answer 1, liquid soap seems not to have a problem of pnnn,
as it has a looser consistency. However, (2"3-X) NWN NINAX writes that he is unsure about it, since it
spreads out a lot when washing. nwn " therefore advises that it should not be used on Naw. One
can add water to the liquid soap container on or before N2W to loosen the consistency and then use
it on naw.

ADDENDUM TO LAST WEEKS ANSWERS

We mentioned last week about making instant oatmeal and how it relates to the IO\ of nw"7.
Some readers reached out to us asking if there is also a 71w issue. It seems that although instant
oatmeal is steamed and is partially cooked, it may not be considered fully cooked. Therefore, one
could use a 'w'7w "7D relying on the NnWN NINAX who allows it, or use water that is under 12 NT7I10 T,

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Grave Retribution

The holy Bach was a very powerful rav who led
his community with wisdom and dedication. He
did not get scared off by the wealthy or influential
activists in the community who tried using him to
promote their own agendas, and instead remained
true to his convictions.

While he was revered by the vast majority of the
community, from old to young, his strict
adherence to his values in the face of tremendous
pressure from some of the city’s most influential
individuals caused him to earn some powerful
enemies. These were obviously people who
valued money over Torah, and they were furious
at the Bach for not enabling their whims.

Using all their connections, they waged war
against the Bach until they succeeded in having
him ousted from his position as rav. Besides the
dishonor to the holy tzaddik and the Torah he
represented, this move also caused the Bach to
lose his source of income, and he became
penniless.

His financial situation was so bad that there was
absolutely no food in the house. For a full week,
the Bach and his wife did not have what to eat.
Friday arrived, and even with Shabbos quickly
approaching, they did not have what to prepare
for the seudos.

The Bach went outside to his backyard, where he
had a well, and washed his face carefully for
Shabbos. As the cool water refreshed and
revitalized him somewhat, he cried out, “L’kovod
Shabbos kodesh!”

Suddenly, a few birds flew overhead and perched
themselves not far away from him, chirping
merrily. At the sound of their peeping, the Bach
began to chuckle.

He hurried back inside and turned to his wife. “In
about two hours, three rabbanim will be coming
to our house, and they will be joining us for
Shabbos. They are going to offer me the position
of rav in such-and-such city.”

His wife’s mouth fell open. “Who told you this?”

“I heard it from the birds, when I was outside,”
the Bach responded.

“From the birds?” she laughed, somewhat
incredulous.

“Yes, the birds told me,” he reiterated, and turned
briskly to an urgent matter. “We have no food for
Shabbos, but if we are to host these three
rabbanim, we need to prepare a seudah worth of



gedolei Torah of their stature. Please borrow
some money to purchase enough food so that we
can make beautiful seudos.”

His wife immediately stopped laughing. “I can’t,”
she said quietly. “We already owe so many people
money. No one is going to be willing to lend me
anything.”

“But the rabbanim will come along with money
for us,” the Bach said. “So we’ll be able to pay
back all the loans immediately.”

His wife hesitated, feeling very uncomfortable,
but her husband did not give her a choice. “These
are talmidei chachamim,” he reminded her. “It’s
not for ourselves that we are borrowing money,
but to honor the talmidei chachamim.”

Feeling very uncomfortable, his wife went to
borrow money and then to the market, where she
bought everything she needed to make a beautiful
Shabbos meal. Soon, the delectable aromas of
Shabbos food filled the Bach’s home. Beds were
prepared for the guests, and the table was
beautifully set.

Just a half-hour before Shabbos, a wagon pulled
up in front of the Bach’s home. Three
distinguished rabbanim disembarked, each a
gadol b’Torah in his own right. The Bach greeted
them warmly and led them inside, serving them
tea and cake. The rabbanim were exhausted from
their travels, and they gratefully enjoyed the
refreshments.

To verify that their host was indeed the famed
Bach, the men asked him a difficult question on
the Gemara. Soon, the four gedolim were deeply
engaged in rigorous debate over how to
understand the sugya, their tea all but forgotten. If
not for the Bach’s wife, who entered the room and

quietly reminded them that it was time for
Minchah, they would have likely not noticed the
time.

Being that Bach had been thrown out of the main
shul, where he had served as rav, they went to
daven in a small shul on the outskirts of the city.
After davening, they returned to the Bach’s home
for the seudah, where they continued their Torah
argument with vigor. They ended up staying
awake the entire night, arguing back and forth.

The following morning after davening, the same
thing happened. The four gedolim spent the entire
seduah, and the hours after it, in rigorous
milechmtah shel Torah. By the time Shabbos
ended, all four of them were both exhausted and
exhilarated. It had been a Shabbos like none other.

Immediately after Havdalah, the three visiting
rabbanim broached the subject that had brought
them to the Bach’s home. “We want you to be the
rav,” they told him.

The Bach accepted their offer, and they provided
him with money to pay off all his debts. When
they left the city the next morning, the Bach and
his wife went along with them. The Bach became
rav of their city, where he led the community for
many years until he passed away.

Many years passed.

One day, in a small city not too far away from the
Polish city of Belz, the local gentiles began to
vandalize the Jewish cemetery. They broke
headstones and trampled on graves, disgracing
the resting place of many Jewish people.

In an especially vicious and brazen act, they
unearthed the bones of fifteen graves and
displayed them in the middle of the town. “If you
don’t pay us an exorbitant amount of money to
ransom these bones, then they will remain where



they are, in the center of the town square,” the
gentiles taunted.

The broken Jews went to the cemetery to take
stock of the devastation, which was horrific.
Those whose ancestors were among the fifteen
kevarim that had been dug up were inconsolable.
Adding to their anguish was the fact that it was
impossible for the community to raise the sum
that the gentiles demanded, and they did not know
how long it would take before they could rebury
the bones that were now lying disgraced in the
town square.

With aching hearts, they went to see the Alter
Belzer Rebbe, who was known for his ruach
hakodesh, hoping he could shed light on the
difficult decree hanging over their heads.

“You should know that many years ago, the holy
Bach was rav in your city,” the Belzer Rebbe
informed them. “The fifteen people whose bones
were so shamefully desecrated are the people who
kicked the Bach out of his position. Ever since
they passed away, their neshamos were burning in
Gehinnom, and it is only now, after all these
years, that they are finally nearing the end of their
punishment. The final payment for their terrible
deed is shame, and they are paying that now, with
their bones displayed in the market square.

“You will see,” the Belzer Rebbe continued,
“That as soon as the time comes and they finish
atoning for their misdeed, their bones will be
returned — without a single coin being paid in
ransom.”

It was unbelievable, but it was true.

Just a few days later, the gentiles decided to
release the bones back to the Jews, who hurriedly
returned them to their graves. As they secured the
headstones back onto the graves, the Jews noticed

something  chillingly similar about the
inscriptions written on the fifteen stones.

All fifteen Jews had passed away within a single
year.

They had disgraced a talmid chacham, and for a
short time it might have looked like they’d gotten
away with it, but Hashem did not forget. Each of
the fifteen men paid in full for his terrible actions.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A387

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Yaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"l
are now available by phone.

LSA 732.913.5616 or 718.557.77T11
LY. 02.313.6038

Option 1: Yaadim given in BMG
Option 2: Shrnussen given in Adephia
Option 3: Capiivaling stories taken from shiurim

To recee Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/test 60980T17S3 ar email torazrebkalman@igmail. com

Toras Reb Kalman
Lakewood New Jersey
609.807.1783
torasrebkalman@gmail.com



Volume TWO of the
“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn”
Book Series is NOW available at your local Judaica
Store.
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Volume One of the new curriculum series is
NOW available for Schools to purchase.
Many schools have already placed their orders!
Call/email now to reserve your books while
supplies last.

Reading
Writing

with stories of
our Sages

Call/text 609-807-1783 or
Email torasrebkalman@gmail.com for a sample

If you have exceptional content about Reb
Kalman that you think should be inserted into
book 3, please let us know.
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RAV AVROHOM YAAKOV HAKOHEN PAM SERVED
AS A REBSBI, AND THEN THE ROSH YESHIVA,
IN MESIVTA TORAH VODAATH IN BQOOKLYN
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ONE DAY, R’ PAM WENT TO HANG UP HIS COAT
IN THE CLOSET FOR HANHALAH MEMBERS. WHEN
HE OPENED THE CLOSET DOOR, A MUEG CAME
TUMBLING OUT.

I/
{ OH,NO --IT
\  SHATTERED!
AN
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|| HE WAS RENOWNED FOR THE GREAT SENSITIVITY
HE BROUGHT TO HIS INTERACTIONS WITH OTHERS, ||
AND SERVED AS AN OUTSTANDING ROLE MODEL
FOR PEOPLE OF ALL AGES.

=1 ]

>
REBRI, PLEASE LET ME
HELP. YOU SHOULO NOT

HE IMMEDIATELY ASKED A BACHUR WHERE TO FIND
A BROOM IN ORDER TO CLEAN UP THE MESS.

THANK YOU, 8UT
I CAUSED THE MU& TO
BREAK, AND T AM HAPPY TO
CLEAN IT UP.

HAVE TO CLEAN THIS UP
YOURSELF/

"1

RAV PAM PROMPTLY WENT TO
LOCAL STORE AND PURCHASED
ANOTHER MUE&.

R’ PAM PUT THE NEW MUG IN THE CLOSET WITH A NOTE;
i [N
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EVEN THOUEGH THE CLOSET IN YESHIVAH WAS FOR THE LUSE OF HANHALAH
MEMBERS, R’ PAM STILL FELT RESPONSIBLE WHEN HE INADVERTENTLY B8ROKE
THE MUG THAT A BACHUR HAD PUT THERE. HE INSISTED ON PERSONALLY
CLEANING UP THE BROKEN MUG AND PURCHASING ANOTHER ONE.

D18y DN9 DD APY? DNIIN ' WAS BORN TO DMNT VRN ) AND NIXY IN7 PAM IN VIDZY, LITHUANIA, HE STUDIED IN
%18 NLY NV IN KOUNA AS A YOUNG 80Y. IN 1927, AFTER R MEIR 9¥1 SECURED HIS APPOINTMENT TO THE
FACLLTY OF 1972 D»N 1 NV, THE FAMILY IMMIGRATED TO AMERICA. AT THE AGE OF 13, HE STUDIED IN NYT) N7iM,
WHERE HE BECAME VERY CLOSE WITH R’ SHRAGA FEIVEL MENDLOWITZ 97781 AND THE N22¥ WUNT, R DOVIO LEBOWITZ
9181, WHO GAVE R’ PAM NDND AT AGE 1. AFTER HIS MARRIAGE TO MY BALMUTH IN 1943, @' PAM TALUGHT IN 17iR
NYT) FOR 60 YEARS. EVERY N2V 1Y R’ PAM GAVE A LINIQUE SHMUESS ON THE WEEKLY NYI9 INTERWOVEN WITH
MTHY AND D»NN N7, FOR MANY YEARS IN THE 19705 THROUGH THE 1990S HE DELIVERED THE NND CLASS.
AFTER MWD " FEINSTEIN D7¥1'S NPVY, R’ PAM SERVED AS PRESIDENT OF INNXY TNN. @' PAM WAS ALSO ACTIVE IN
THE N¥YIN OF YN NTHN AND N7IDM NYIR. R’ PAM FOLINDED SHUVL, AN ORGANIZATION FOR THE TN OF
THOUSANDS OF RUSSIAN AND ISRAELI CHILDREN IN SN \N. RESPECTED AS A GREAT DN TNYN WITHIN NI
CIRCLES, R’ PAM WAS ALSO WIDELY ADMIRED FOR HIS N)Y AND SOFT-SPOKENESS. HE AUTHORED 7912 NVY.

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval

5673-5761 1913-2001 AN N>

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>1p or y"wn nwn.



T7OWN AR 1”0 | XY DWIH

NELESH

SH

D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DovIiD PINCUS ZT"L
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THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF fnmM Y7 12 2py» inmi Hn7 12 Yxwo.
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH
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Explaining
Everything
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You shall place the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Eval.

(Devarim 11:29)

There are people who seek to explain current
events according to teachings of Chazal or other
Torah sources. Whatever takes place, they have
the answers. They can tell you what it is and why it
happened.

This whole approach is based on a mistake.

Let’s first talk about how to understand Torah
itself. We can’t interpret and explain the pesukim of
the Torah without the teachings of Chazal to guide
us and enlighten us, and added to that, we also need
the commentaries of the Rishonim and Acharonim.
And there are understandings that are passed down
from rav to talmid. We can’t just open up a Chumash
and expect to make sense out of the pesukim all on
our own. We need the chain of tradition to lead us to

a correct understanding.

It is the same with everything Hashem does in
the world. An act of Hakadosh Baruch Hu in the
world is like a verse in Chumash. We can’t just go
and interpret it on our own, according to whatever
teaching of Chazal seems to fit, because we don’t
have the benefit of a chain of traditional Torah

teachings on it.

Furthermore, we don’t know how to properly
define and identify phenomena in the world. The
pasuk or teaching of Chazal that we want to apply
to a certain event might be speaking of a completely

different phenomenon.

An example of this is the pronouncement of the
blessings and curses on Mount Gerizim and Mount
Eval. When we read this parshab in the Torah, we
might picture two big, impressive mountains, on

one of which the blessings were affixed, and on the



other, the curses. But Tosafos says,' citing the Talmud

Yerushalmi, that they were just two lumps of earth.
They were not mountains and not even hills. We
simply have no idea what physical phenomena the
pesukim are describing without the chain of tradition
to explain it to us.

Now let’s apply this example to the war of Gog

uMagog. A lot of people talk about Gog uMagog.
They say that this person and nation is Gog #Magog,

1 Sotah 33b s.v. Mul.

3G 8

or that person and nation is Gog #Magog. But there
is no one among us who can possibly know these
things. We think that Gog #Magog is talking about a
big war with a powerful nation, etc etc. But it might
not even be talking about an event that we would
call a war. It might be an event that we would see
as insignificant, but it is actually the war of Gog
uMagog.

We can’t figure everything out. We don’t have
the ability to know how the Torah would interpret

current events. It’s beyond us. e

Children at the Top

(X ,7° 0>727) .0D°PYX 'Y DX D)2

You are children to Hashem your G-d. (Devarim 14:1)

Human beings have different levels:

Human beings are beloved, for they
were created in the image [of G-d]. But it
is by a special love that they were informed
that they were created in His image, as it
says: DTN NN WY DpYR 05%¥1 0 — “For

He made man in the image of G-d.*

The Jewish people are beloved, for they
are called Hashem’s “children.”

by a special love that they were informed

But it is

that they are called Hashem’s “children,

1 Bereishis 9:6.

as it says: DI’POX 1Y DNXR D33 — “You are
children to Hashem your G-d.”

The Jewish people are beloved, for they were given
a precious instrument; but it is by a special love that
they were informed that they were given a precious
instrument, with which the world was created. As it
says: 12T¥N HX °N7IR DOY *nnl v npY 09 - “For |
have given you a good teaching; do not abandon My

Torah3™

2 Devarim 14:1.
3 Mishlei 4:2.
4 Avos 3:14.
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The first level is the zzelem Elokim that a Jew has.
The second is to be Hashem’s “children.” [ The third

is “that they were given a kli chemdah) a precious

instrument, which refers to the Torah, but we are

not focusing on that point in this piece.]

The Mishnah doesn’t just list these three levels.
It says, “But it is by a special love that they were
informed....” This is usually explained to mean that
the person is aware of the special quality he was
granted. For instance, he is aware that he was created
in G-d’s image. Because if a person doesn’t know
that he has a zzelem Elokim, he is playing with fire,
[since it grants him enormous powers that could be

destructive].

It is like putting a child in front of the central
electricity panel of an entire country, and the child is
playing with the buttons. He doesn’t know what the
buttons are, and he is liable to cut off an entire city
from the electric grid just when critical operations
are being performed in the hospital. This is why it is
“by a special love” that a person is informed that he
was created with a zelem Elokim [by virtue of which
his actions have profound influence on the upper
and lower worlds]. It is like telling a person, “You

should know that you have special powers.”

Now let’s talk about a higher level mentioned
in the above-quoted Mishnah: The Jewish people
are beloved, for they are called Hashem’s “children.”
Imagine to yourself that the king’s son needs the
assistance of the king, but he doesn’t know that the
king is actually his own father. There is a long line of
people waiting for an audience with the king. There
are thousands of people on the waiting list. Now the

son joins at the end of the line.

If they knew who he was, they would say to him:
Come on, don’t be foolish! You are the king’s son.
Why are you waiting at the end of the line? Just walk
right into the palace, go into the royal chamber, and
jump up and down and say, “Dad! I'm over here!”

Because all the gates are open for the king’s son.

But he doesn’t know all this. He thinks he is just
another one of the kingdom’s citizens. That’s why the
Mishnab tells us, “It is by a special love that they were
informed that they are called Hashem’s ‘children, as
it says, “You are children to Hashem your G-d.” You
should know that He is your Father!

We are Hashem’s children, and the greatest case of
unconditional love is a parent’s love for his children.
Because even the love between husband and wife
is conditional. There is such a thing as divorce. But
when it comes to a child, even if the child is ill,
and the parent gets no benefit or enjoyment from
him, the parent might spend millions of dollars on
him, and stay by his bed day and night, showing an
unreasonable and disproportional degree of concern

for him.
Why?
Because it’s his child. If the parent gave birth to

him, he loves him and is willing to make sacrifices

for him.

We find a deeper explanation of being Hashem's
children in Sefer Nefesh Hachayim. There it is
explained that zzelem Elokim relates to the Divine
Name Elokim, which expresses the concept that G-d
possesses all the powers and faculties and forces that
exist. When we say that a Jew has zzelem Elokim,
we mean that G-d has tremendous power, and also
human beings have tremendous power, G-dly power,
so to speak. G-d creates worlds, and also human

beings have the ability to create worlds.

But there is something even loftier than this:
being Hashems children. The pasuk does not say 012
D2°pYXY ONX but rather D2>PYX A% onx D33. The
level of being Hashem’s children relates to the Divine
Name Yud Keb Vav Keh. Being in Hashem's image
relates us to the Name Elokim, but being Hashem'’s
children goes even higher than that, and relates us
to the Name Yud Keh Vav Keb. This is a completely
different relationship, above and beyond the Name
Elokim. e



%RSHA TopIC Mon ey

(r ;70 ©127) JPIRT POKA TT) DX ¥9pN K1 7237 NX XARD KD

Do not harden your heart and do not close your hand from your impoverished

brother. (Devarim 16:7)

Tzedakah Connects

Money is the most material thing in the world.
The whole world revolves around money. Everyone
works for money and looks for money. Money
expresses strength and power. With money you can’t
buy intelligence and health, neither can you buy a
daf Gemara. But when it comes to material matters,
money is the way to get them. As said Shlomo
Hamelech, the wisest of men:

Y91 NX MY’ qudMm - Money is the
answer to everything.!

Money is also the great enemy of kedushah. It has
the ability to disconnect us from Hashem, as it says:

N ONNK PRYND) Yawk 12 - Lest
I be satiated and deny and say, “Who is

Hashem?”?

Hashem is found where there is poverty and
suffering, not where there is lots of wealth. Hashem
is with a person who suffers.

7172 >0k MY - [ am with him in his
trouble.’

Hakadosh Baruch Hu is with the lowly and the
oppressed.

When we take that which is farthest from
ruchniyus, which is money, and we use it for

1 Koheles 10:19.
2 Mishlei 30:9.
3 Tehillim 91:15.

tzedakah, we are connecting up two opposing forces.
We are bridging between heaven and earth; linking
physicality with spirituality.

Tzedakah is the thing that connects most
strongly between the physical world and the
spiritual world.

Tzedakah Does Not Depend on Anything

With all other mitzvos, their reward depends
on the person who performs the mitzvah act and
the degree to which he is worthy of reward. Let’s
take the mitzvah of honoring one’s parents. The
Torah promises a long life to someone who fulfills
this mitzvah. But if he sins, he is liable to lose this
reward.

It may be compared to a doctor who promises
his patient that if he takes his medicine he will get
better. But if the patient decides to swallow poison
or jump off the roof, he can lodge no complaint
against the doctor. The doctor’s promise regarding
the results of the medication is good only as long as
the patient doesn’t do things that are damaging to

his health.

So it is when the Torah promises length of days
to someone who honors his father and mother. This
promise is good and reliable and capable of granting
longevity. But it depends on the person refraining
from other acts that shorten his life.

The mitzvah of tzedakah is not like this.
Tzedakah is like a respirator that gives life. A
respirator doesn’t give health, it doesn’t heal illness,
but it keeps a person alive. It doesn’t let the soul

leave the body.



mnn YXN "I — Tzedakab saves from
death.*

Regarding all other mitzvos, we are not allowed
to test Hashem.

T NX W XY — You shall not test
Hashem.

We do not have enough understanding to test
Hashem regarding His promises. Who are we; do we
comprehend the profound calculations of Heaven?
Who knows if we have not forfeited our reward due
to bad deeds? But there is one mitzvah by which we
may test Hashem.

13 IRINT ™2 DX ynd D nx Road
NX DIV MROX XY DX N NXTD K3 OPIND
DNWa NiaIx — Bring all the tithes to the
treasury... and test Me through this... if
I will not open for you the windows of

heaven....0

We can test this and see for ourselves. If we
give tzedakah, we will not lose out. Because this
mitzvah doesn’t depend on anything. It directly
infuses life. Why? Because when we give tzedakab,
we connect directly to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, to
the Source.

America

An example of how tzedakah saves from death is
the United States of America. America is not such a
kosher country. Spiritually speaking, it is sunk deep,
deep in the mud. But the people there live and enjoy
all the pleasures of life. They are wealthy, they have
houses, children, good lives. True, there are also
problems, but generally speaking, life in America is

good.

R.Baruch Ber Leibowitz once noted that America

4 Mishlei 10:2.
5 Devarim 6:16.
6 Malachi 3:10.

never fought a war on its own soil against a foreign

country. It fought wars in other places, but not on
American soil. And this is in the merit of tzedakabh,
because this country donates a lot.

However, we need to know that zzedakah only
grants the right to life in this world. Here, they have
it good, they have wealth and happiness, but when
they depart to the world of truth, they will find
out their true spiritual state. There, they might be
surprised to find out how “impoverished” they really
are.

The worst thing that can happen to a sick person
is for the thermometer to break. If a person doesn’t
know how ill he is, if he doesn’t have pains or other
signs that something is wrong with him, he is in bad
shape. He may walk around smiling and happy, but
the day will come when his illness will surface, and it

might be too late.

Pains, troubles and difficulties are like a trafhc
sign that tell a person to stop and take account of
himself. When a person doesn’t have a traffic sign, if
he doesn’t have tools that enable him to examine his

true state of affairs, he is likely to end up at the gates
of death.

This is an extreme example. But it illustrates the
idea that tzedakah is a special mitzvah with special
powers in this world. Its results do not depend on

other factors.

Tzedakah is Practical

It says in the Mishnah Berurah’ that when we
say the words 932 Ywwm nnX1 in the Vayvarech
David passage of Pesukei d’Zimra, we should give
tzedakah, thus fulfilling the idea conveyed in the

verse:

T30 MNX P7¥2 I8 — Through rzedakah,
I will see Your face.®

7 51:19.
8 Tehillim 17:15.
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We will now explain what this means.

There is a midah of Hashem called Malchus. 1t
signifies the actualization of all those matters that

heretofore existed only in potential.

I once saw with my own eyes an incident that is
apoignant illustration of this concept. A gathering
of very wealthy Jews was once held to raise
money for a certain worthy purpose. One of the
participants, who was exceptionally wealthy, spoke
with great emotion. He urged everyone to donate
generously to this lofty cause. After someone gave
a significant donation, the exceptionally wealthy
man got up and said, “I propose that each person

here should double that amount!”

It is embarrassing to tell the end of story, but
even though during the speeches and divrei Torah,
this wealthy man seemed full of yiras Shamayim
and desire to help, when it eventually came time
for him to make an actual donation, when he
needed to take out his checkbook, he was unable
to part even with a cent. As far as I know, he still

has not sent in his portion to the campaign.

This is something awesome to contemplate.
He was the one who warmed everyone up to sign.
He got every participant so excited about the
campaign that they doubled the sum. He brought
about such a kiddush shem Shamayim. He said
that this will be a gathering like never was, never
was so much money raised for a holy goal such as

this. And everyone gave — except for him!

He couldn’t. He was simply unable. He didn’t
know how to write a check. Suddenly he forgot
everything he said.
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Let’s get back to our subject. Before we come
before Hakadosh Baruch Hu in prayer, to see
His face, so to speak, we need to take a few coins
out of our pocket and put them in the pushka.
We need to give some money, which is the thing
most precious to a person. Tzedakah for the poor.
Otherwise, there is no value to all the songs and

praises that we sang to Hashem until now.

Tzedakah is a practical expression. It’s not the
few coins we give that will make us into tzaddikim.
Butit expresses something practically and actually.
It shows that we have a real connection to tzidkus.
We express this connection by giving what is hard
for us to part with, and that is money. “Through

tzedakah, 1 will see Your face.”

When we take a coin or a bill and stretch out

our hand to a poor person, this is yichud Havayah.
We connect to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

The giver’s hand has five fingers. This
corresponds to the gematriya of the letter heb
of Hashem’s Name. The five fingers of the poor
person’s hand represent another heh, as Hashem'’s
Name has the letter heh twice. The outstretched
arm of the giver represents the shape of the letter
vav, and the little coin represents the small letter
yud. This makes up the four letters of Hashem’s

Name.

When we perform this mitzvah we form
a connection to the upper worlds, and this
connection is not dependent on other factors, as

we explained above. We bind ourselves to worlds

of kedushah and tabarah. o

For comments, dedications and donations:
W nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
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