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Saying Kaddish for Your Parent

Before Rosh Hashanah of 1952, R’ Cohen traveled to Bournemouth, England collect money for Chazon Yechezkel
Youth Village, which Zeirei Agudas Yisrael had established. In those days, many well-to-do people spent Yom Tov
at resort hotels in the area. Prior to maariv on the first night of Rosh Hashanah, he was invited to speak in the shul
of one of these hotels. Those gathered responded to my speech with generous pledges. But when it came time for
davening, he could not help but notice that the mechitzah was very questionable. Rather than daven with the
congregation, R’ Cohen opted for the seclusion of his room in the hotel.

In addition to missing tefillah b’tzibur, he was unable to say kaddish for his father, whose yahrtzeit falls on the first
night of Rosh Hashanah. By the next morning, R’ Cohen had located a more suitable minyan. But because he had
not recited kaddish the night before, he forgot to recite it in the morning davening as well. In fact, the entire
yahrtzeit of his father passed without him reciting kaddish once.

When R’ Cohen remembered his failure to recite kaddish for his father, he was overcome with remorse. And he
blamed his public activities, which had brought him to Bournemouth, for his failure to say kaddish. In his
despondent state, he took his failure to say kaddish for his father as sign from Heaven that he should abandon his
activities on behalf of the klal.

R’ Cohen’s resolve on that point was firm. Upon returning to Eretz Yisrael, he went to the Chazon Ish to inform him
of his decision to abandon public affairs and the reason for it. He explained that he intended to return to the beis
medrash from which he had been drafted for public service. After hearing the explanation for his decision, the
Chazon Ish astonished R’ Cohen.

“I do not accept what you said,” he exclaimed the Chazon Ish. “You did recite kaddish!” Assuming that the Chazon
Ish had misunderstood, R’ Cohen once again repeated the story of what had happened in England, and added for
emphasis, “I did not say kaddish.”

It then became clear that the Chazon Ish had heard clearly. He said, “You are mistaken. You did recite kaddish.
What do you think is the purpose of reciting kaddish on a parent’s yahrtzeit? When a son sanctifies the name of
Hashem in public he is causing pleasure and bringing honor to his parent’s neshamah. What more pleasure to
your father than what you did — forgoing your own personal comfort to travel to a foreign country, where you had
to daven without a minyan on Rosh Hashanah as part of a mission on behalf of the klal? There is no greater kaddish
than that!”

Upon hearing those words from the Chazon Ish, R’ Cohen’s resolve to retire from public life dissolved entirely. That
retirement would not take place, as it turned out, for another thirty-three years.
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Erev Yom Kippur Afternoon

It is well known that some talmidim saw Rav Yisroel Salanter leaving his house on erev Yom Kippur afternoon after
minchah. This is not a regular time to be going somewhere or visiting so they decided to follow their beloved
Rebbe. They followed him all the way back to the shul and watched him go in through the ezras nashim.

What would Rav Yisroel Salanter be doing upstairs in the ezras nashim shortly before the holiest day was about to
begin?

It wasn't long before they heard the noise of a hammer banging - which shocked them even more. What was the
Rebbe doing?

Unable to contain themselves they asked the Rebbe to explain his seemingly mundane actions at this choshuve
time. Rav Yisroel told them that the ezras nashim is full on Yom Kippur with the ladies coming to shul in their Yom
Tov best and it would not be right if their clothes get spoiled or ripped by the nails that are coming out of the
wooden benches. So, in order to prevent agmas nefesh and damage to others taking place, Rav Yisroel brought his
hammer to knock in all loose screws and nails.

Seeing the Good in Every Yid

During the Chofetz Chaim’s travels he happened to be staying at a Jewish run inn. He was having a meal when a
big burly man in peasant’s clothing stormed in. The man was apparently Jewish although he wore no head
covering. He demanded service and ordered a loaf of bread and plenty of liquor. When they arrived, he downed
the liquor quickly and tore into the bread but without washing his hands or making any brachah first.

The Chofetz Chaim went to the owner of the inn and said “Perhaps | should go over to that man and explain to
him the proper way of eating a meal”.

The owner shook his head “Don't bother. That man is Jewish but he certainly doesn't act it. He was snatched from
his home when he was young to serve in the czar's army, and he's lived with non-Jews ever since. He's forgotten
everything about yiddishkeit, and he doesn't want to know about it. He's a lost case, so don't waste your breath

on him.”

The Chofetz Chaim thought otherwise. He went over to the man and sat down beside him. “Excuse me for
bothering you”, he said. “My name is Yisroel Meir Kagan. | hope you don't mind if | join you for a few minutes.”

The man looked up with him with great surprise. “Aren't you the one they call the Chofetz Chaim? The famous
Rabbi whom everyone has such respect for?

“Well, everybody is wrong. The one that they should have respect for is you!” answered the Chofetz Chaim.
The man was totally confused “What do you mean?”

“I've heard that you were one of the cantonists taken into the Czar's army when you were young. Is that true?”
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The man nodded sadly. “It's been so long since | was taken that | can't remember my parents anymore.”

“And yet you survived and you returned to live again among your fellow Jews. That took a lot of courage, and |
admire you for it!”

“You admire me? But | don't keep any of the Jewish laws, | don't go to shul, | don't say brachos...”

“Of course not!” said the Chofetz Chaim. “It's been years since you've done these things. You've been in a non-
Jewish environment all these years. How could you remember the Jewish ways? Would you allow me to help you
learn them again?”

The man looked at the Chofetz Chaim for a long time then he suddenly burst into tears. “Since I've been back,
everyone has avoided me. You were the first to take any interest in me at all. If you are willing to teach the Jewish
laws to an ignorant man like me, I'd be happy to learn them.”

Eventually, the man once again became a frum Yid.

By not looking down on the man the Chofetz Chaim won him back to yiddishkeit.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed



PARSHA CHALLENGE

JNNRY NWIY

1. What connection does the number 515 have to this week’s nw19?
a. N°9n challenge: List seven instances of two completely different
moya/m>an that end with the exact same n57a. ¢t
b. Which two m>an end with the same N592 but one is past tense and one
is present tense?

2. When in this week’s nw19 does it list all four directions?
a. List two other places in the N7 n where it lists all four directions.?

3. Which 09y nmay is mentioned by name in this week’s nw19?
a. What are the three other N7t nMay’s mentioned by name in the N n?

4. Which of the m°5% ww are mentioned in this week’s nv19?
a. What are the other five ny1o3y ww?

5. List seven situations where the Y89 of Nn¥n XY doesn’t apply.?

6. The two of us are required both day and night,
We have a connection to the head, the hand and the house.
One of us is found in this week’s nwna.
Who are we?

7. I am part of a group of four,
The others in my group are all in 82 nw"Y,
Although | am separated from all the others,
It is to be like me that all aspire.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

Need a Hint?

1 In the first two instances one nN572 is said daily, by the third both are said weekly, by fourth both are only said by a special occasion.
2 One by bmax, one by apy>.

3 Three are related to war, three are related to m~>ay, two are related to nosn.




Angwers

1. The amount of times Nwn davened (xVM) of PANN) to be allowed into YN ¥IN. (N2 wATN)

a. 1) mxvw 711 and Y50 end with mnawna S5nn Ton
2) WP ynv in nAwy MmNV and 7170 N2*9n end with NN ymv
3) mwy Ny nav, vip and the last no72 of the nvan, and the n57a that one makes if he
forgot ¥ in )91 N592 end with Nawn WTPN (The same with 20 ov ).
4) In m>72 yaw there are two 572 that end with oTXND I8P,
5) The two M52 made by an n7nY NSw end in NINN M.
6) M2 NNN, the 1572 one makes when entering a ©»nin N*3, the 1592 one makes when seeing
someone a close friend whom one didn’t see for 12 months, and if a person didn’t see a m»a
o»nin for 30 days, end with oynnN NNN.
7) Y8 SN is also used for the second v by the 970.
8) The n592 of vwwwn wvw and onA of the NYVONN No72 end with N33 N NHWNA.

b. SN HN) in v NP NOT2 and HNIY YN in VY NNnY.

2. When 'n tells nwn to look at SxIW> XNIN - (12,5) NNV MIROD) MDY M.

a. 1)'ntells on7ax to look at YN NIN - (77,2) NN NNTRY N2 NN,
2) 'n tells apy> that his children will (1°,n2) N2)2) MHY) NHTRI N2 NXI.

Tor Y

3. wodya
a.  Tom (V3,81 727HI) YINI AN Sya

4. »0 90 TaYNn MR
a. 1) Dsn NRY NPT
2) POy NwYN NP
3) Yy Nwyn NoY
4) DI NWYN NN
5) nawn non

5. 1) 91 (and self-defense) 3) nnnon 4) pOny  5) oy’ 6) 12 DN PNIP
7) 1772 nynsann 8) A oTn Ynw can kill a mwa nsn

6. The two of us are required both day and night, - for the nixn of ynw nixp
We have a connection to the head, the hand and the house. -they are in |"*7'an and nitin
One of us is found in this week’s nwa. -unv
Who are we? -Unw and vinw oKX 'l

7. Next Week....

Last week’s Riddle:
He and | are identical names aside for one Ny,

| am a type of city, he is one of the seven, - one of the oy nyav

I mentioned only once in the N, - in this week’s nw19

| am also mentioned in the no»n, - MTI9N MY DXIAYPN D190 DI )I DY
I am mentioned in this week’s nw9. - (N,)) 21191 MyN T1H

Who am I? - 190 Y (open cities)

,IRY YN 12 RN PYY NTHIAR — INHY IRINY
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Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

If the gematria values of 2 words are within 1 number of each other, the words are considered “equal.”
Prove this idea from a pasuk in Parshas Va’eschanan.

Hashem warns that after “Dnawini” (you have been in Eretz Yisrael for a long time), you may wind up serving
avodah zara, and, “be destroyed.” This was set to occur after we had spent 852 years in the land, which is the
gematria of “Dniwni.” Hashem exiled us 2 years early, after only 850 years, so that we wouldn’t reach
“omwni,” nor the associated destruction. Apparently, exiling us only 1 year early wouldn’t have helped,
because 851 would still be considered equal in gematria to 852!

Some rishonim hold that there is a mitzvah to always remember Maamad Har Sinai.> How many things

can you name, which we do in order to remember this powerful event?
Whenever we learn Torah, we do so with awe and reverence, just as we trembled at Har Sinai.* This is
one reason that we shuckel when learning.® (You would think we should shudder while learning,
instead. Why do you think that this isn’t our practice?®)
Every time we learn, we open the “thermos” that continues to hold all of the “heat” of this experience.’
We learn Torah with freshness, feeling as if the Torah was just given today.®
We give extreme honor to a Sefer Torah, and designate a respectable place for it, recognizing that the
contents of the luchos are contained in each Sefer Torah.®
When saying, “V’keiravtanu...” — “You brought us close” — in the end of the beracha of Ahavah Rabbah,
we should remember that Hashem brought us close to Har Sinai.*°
The krias hatorah of Shavuos, which describes Maamad Har Sinai, fulfills this mitzvah.™*
Those who stand when listening to krias hatorah do so to relive the experience of standing at Har Sinai
and receiving the Torah.*
When we say, “Imnin nx 117 [na1 ,0myn 720 na na wk,” “Who chose us from all the nations, and gave
us His Torah,” we should think about Maamad Har Sinai, when Hashem chose us, spoke to us from
fire, and gave us His holy, dear Torah, the source of our life, with which Hashem joyfully occupies
Himself every day.*®
A person who learns pesukim and mishnayos deserves 600,000 people at his funeral, so that his Torah
can leave the world the same way it entered the world: in the presence of all of Bnei Yisrael.*
Moshe told us, “Hashem will give you neviim, like me, as you requested when you were overwhelmed
by Hashem’s voice at Har Sinai.”*> When we follow the words of the neviim, we recall this event.
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When we say, “...imixna nwT ©WwK,” “Who sanctified us with His mitzvos,” we declare that our ability to
perform physical acts and imbue them with holiness, which brings us olam haba, stems from our
designation as a “wrTiz "2,” “A holy nation,” at Har Sinai®.

When we fulfill, “0>22%7 mnx minn x71,” “Don’t stray after your hearts,” and avoid false beliefs, we do so
by reminding ourselves of Maamad Har Sinai, which is the foundation of our emunah.*’

Rebbe Yehoshua kissed the stone that Rebbe Eliezer sat on in yeshiva, equating it with Har Sinai.*®
When we respect talmidei chachamim, we recall Kaballas HaTorah.*

Many recall Maamad Har Sinai by mentioning it among the “sheish zechiros,” six things which we
remember daily, usually found in the siddur after shacharis.

What aveirah could a person chas v’shalom commit by not doing chazara when he learns?

We are told, “Be very careful not to forget what you saw at Har Sinai.”® Chazal explain that this includes
forgetting one’s learning®*, due to lack of review??. Since most people forget things, one should review a lot,
and think about his learning day and night until it is impossible to forget it. Failure to do so will likely cause one
to mislead others regarding halacha.?®

Chazal praise someone who reviews his learning 101 times.? How can such review prevent one from
being someone who “now” (forgets) what he learned, and rather become someone who “1”
(remembers) what he learned?

The gematria of “now” is 328. If one reviews 101 times, he will “remove” 101 from “now,” and be left with 227 —
the gematria of “1"1%

What mitzvah can you do while crossing the street?
“0>nwo17 TXn DNnwa?°— protecting oneself — by looking both ways and crossing carefully.*’

Which famous enemy of Bnei Yisrael strategically confronted them morning and night, in an attempt to
prevent them from saying krias shema?
Golyas HaPlishti.?® When we achieve “minaa % ninnn,” “Praises of Hashem in their throats,” by davening with

kavana, we earn, “0T2 niro'o 21n1,” “A double-bladed sword in their hands®®,” and are successful in battle.

Golyas hoped that his verbal assaults and intimidating stature would distract Bnei Yisrael from having kavana
while saying shema, and thus ensure his success.*®

”

“ax "0 nx maan”

love Hashem”?

When said with the “vuv” at the beginning of the word, and pronounced by stressing the “tav” at the end of the
word (as opposed to the middle “hei”), this past-tense word is transformed into the future/command, “You
SHOULD love Hashem.”

— Doesn’t “nanx” mean, “You USED to love”? The Torah is saying, “You used to
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What are you supposed to do when you walk past a mezuzah?
Remember that Hashem is One, how much we love Him, and wake up from the silly things on which we waste
time, realizing that the only thing that matters is knowing Hashem. This will set us on the right track.*

How did the future slaves of Bnei Yisrael benefit from Yetzias Mitzrayim?
Just like Hashem freed us from slavery and allowed us to rest, we must let our slaves rest on Shabbos. When
we do so, it reminds us that we were once slaves, and Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim.33

This week’s haftarah begins, “mna mna.”** Who is speaking to whom, and what does it mean?
Hashem tells the neviim, “Comfort Bnei Yisrael after their suffering.”*

JUST CURIOUS

Moshe davened to Hashem using a language of “tachanunim®,” and we are supposed to daven to

Hashem this way as well.*” How does one fulfill this?

We should speak slowly like one who is asking for mercy, understand that no one besides Hashem can help,
and actually feel that we came to request things that we need.*® One who davens just to fulfill his obligation
has not achieved this level of “tachanunim,” and some hold that he must daven again! Practically, one should
not repeat his davening, and to do so would be a beracha Ivatala, a beracha made for no reason.*

Hashem tells Moshe to ascend a mountain to see Eretz Yisrael, and look west, north, south, and east.*

Hold on! Moshe is standing outside of Eretz Yisrael, on the EASTERN side of the Yarden. Why should

he look BEHIND himself to the east?!

¢ Hashem showed Moshe everything that would happen to Bnei Yisrael until the time of techiyas

hameisim.** At that time, we will get additional pieces of land to the EAST of current Eretz Yisrael, and
Moshe was supposed to look at those, future, eastern areas.*
Hashem told him to first look at mainland-Eretz Yisrael and then look eastward, at the land of Reuvein
and Gad, which would become kadosh after the mainland was conquered.43

Hashem gave us 613 mitzvos, and we aren’t allowed to add more.* Why can’t we serve Hashem
“extra”?
The Torah is perfect as it is. Tampering with it, even by adding mitzvos, would actually be detracting from it.*

In the middle of Moshe’s speech about how important the mitzvos are for all generations, he suddenly
stops, declares that there will be 3 arei miklat on the eastern side of the Yarden, names them, and then
continues his speech. Why the interruption?

By mentioning the future generations, Moshe was telling Bnei Yisrael, “You should start important projects,
because even if you can't finish them, your children will.” He immediately demonstrated this by setting up arei
miklat which he knew would only be effective after he died.*°
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Our minhag is to have three people stand at the bima during laining. Why?

e When recounting Maamad Har Sinai, Moshe reminds Bnei Yisrael, “nd>'2a1 'n |'a Tay DIX” — Moshe
served as the intermediary between Hashem and Bnei Yisrael.*” Likewise, during krias hatorah, the
gabbai represents Hashem, telling people to read the Torah; the baal korei represents Moshe, serving
as the intermediary between us and Hashem; the person getting the aliyah represents Bnei Yisrael,
receiving the Torah.

e The three people are parallel to the three avos.*®

“Hashem took you out of Mitzrayim, so He commanded you to keep Shabbos.”” Is there a specific
connection between Yetzias Mitzrayim and Shabbos?
e Brias haolam and Yetzias Mitzrayim both demonstrate that the eternal and all-capable Hashem created
and runs the world as He desires.*
e As slaves in Mitzrayim, we were unable to rest at will. To recall the neis of Yetzias Mitzrayim, Hashem
commanded us to rest on Shabbos.>

In the first paragraph of shema, we accept Hashem’s malchus®. With which mitzvos mentioned there?
Knowing there is one Hashem, loving Him, and learning His Torah.*

IN YOUR OPINION

Name a time that you started something, knowing that you couldn’t finish. Name a time that you didn’t
start something, because you knew that you couldn’t finish. Reflecting on the past, what would your
approach be next time?

Moshe, who loved mitzvos, set up 3 arei miklat on the eastern side of the Yarden, knowing that they would only
become effective upon the establishment of another 3 on the western side after he died, figuring that he might
as well do whatever mitzvos he could.>

Have you ever met anyone who valued his possessions more than his life, or risked his life for his
possessions? (No names please.) What would you tell such a person? Is there any other way that a
person shows that his stuff is more important than his life?

You would think that after we are told to love Hashem “qu91 721,” “With all of your soul,” to the point that we
would be willing to give up our lives for Him, it wouldn’t be necessary to mention that we must love Him “ 752
TN, “With all of your possessions.” Nonetheless, the Torah mentions it explicitly, because some people
actually value their belongings more than their lives, and wouldn’t find this so obvious.>

There are many challenges which could make it difficult to daven each of our 3 daily tefillos. What
challenges do you face regarding each of them?

In the morning, at shacharis time, it is so enjoyable to remain in bed, so we are told to serve Hashem, “ 7>2
112%7” — by overcoming the yetzer hara which dwells in our leiv, and entices us to pursue physical pleasure.> In
the middle of a busy work day, it is difficult to stop for davening, so we are told to serve Hashem, “yTxn 702” —
by taking a mincha-break amidst our involvement in our possessions. At night, we are exhausted, so we are
told to serve Hashem, “ywo1 722" — by using our very life force to muster up the strength to go daven maariv.*’
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CHAVEING A Life of Truth

Shabbos Inspiration/ Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
7Nan' OWn Nyl

Recap: At the beginning of WWII, Reb Shlomo and his wife Devorah Pollak lived with their family in Slovakia. When Polish refugees would seek
refuge in their home, the Pollaks took them in with open arms in defiance of the anti-Sematic laws. Throughout the war, they saw great nnavin
n'v19. When they saw the Nazi invasion coming, they ran to Hungary. From there they returned to their home town in Slovakia, and from there
they ran to the tiny, hidden village of Sharfia. When the Nazis arrived in Sharfia, they escaped to the woods.

7"tn say (37 1"YTN0) Dit T2 N yIN N7 ' nn Ny ¥R 7X. The Pollak family was now camping out in a forest near the tiny
village of Sharfia.! They learned to take it one day at a time, and say ni* ni* own 112. They knew that this was the only way they
could get by. A family who lived in a castle on the outskirts of the woods supplied them with a little bit of bread and potatoes. Reb
Shlomo invited his family to join him on the grass under some trees. “Trees are so nice,” he reflected. “The n%iy 7¢ nian created
them. They don't hate anyone. They don’t bark at anyone. They don’t speak v [ivi7. Let’s just sit between the trees and forget about
the world, and we’ll survive as long as Hashem wants us to survive. That is always how it is.” The Pollaks sat down. They ate. They
benched, sang a 121, said nunn 2y yny nxAy, lit a fire, and went to sleep. Reb Shlomo stayed up a while longer watching the fire.
He looked at the stars and said 7iv'9p after 7iv'9y7 of n'7'inm.

Winter came. It became very snowy, and extremely cold. It was becoming more and more difficult to keep the fire going, and it became
harder and harder to obtain food. They realized that they would not be able to survive without some type of shelter. “Come kinderlach,”
Reb Shlomo said to his worried children, let’s start walking back to the village.” It was frightening returning to the village, but they had to
do something. They reminded themselves again and again that a Yid is never neglected, and that they were in Hashem'’s loving hands.
As they descended into the village, they ran into Mr. Moody. “Oh. You're still alive!” he exclaimed. “Oh. Good! Those Germans! It's so
terrible what they did!” Reb Shlomo responded politely, “Mr. Moody, are you okay?” Mr. Moody cackled, “Oh. Me? I'm just fine. But |
must tell you; | resigned my position as Mayor. | resigned my position as head of the sanitation department. | resigned my...” He
rambled on and on. Reb Shlomo had to yell to get his attention again. When he responded, Devorah asked him, “Why did you resign all
of your positions?” Mr. Moody was indignant, “I should work for the Germans? Hal Let them find their own Mayor, their own district
attorney, their own...” “That's enough Mr. Moody.” Mrs. Pollak said. “Mr. Moody, you're a good man.” He cackled in satisfaction, “Oh,
that's true. Yes. Yes. Yes.” “You're from the righteous people of the world, the iy ninix *1'on.” Mr. Moody smiled, enjoying the
compliment, and said, “Oh, thank you! Well. Yes. | guess | am. Yeah.” “Mr. Moody,” Reb Shlomo asked, “can you hide us in your attic?”
“Oh. Sure, sure, sure. My attic is made for people to hide in!”

Getting into Mr. Moody'’s attic was tricky. Mr. Moody led the Pollak family through a back room, down a trap door into the basement.
From there they took the stairs to the attic trying not to bump their heads on the roofing nails as they climbed in. Mr. Moody chuckled,
“The Germans will never chap that a trap door going to the basement really goes to the attic!” The attic was very hot, but compared to
the freezing winter weather outside it was |Tv 2! One day, Mr. Moody came running into the attic, “listen,” he said urgently, “Reb
Shlomo and Devorah... and your kids — run for your lives! The Germans are coming!” Mr. Moody felt terrible, but he had no way of
helping them. Reb Shlomo thanked Mr. Moody, and without even taking the time for everyone to put on their boots they ran into the
snowy woods. Mrs. Pollak had to stop to catch her breath. They sat down in the snow behind a bunch of trees some distance away to
rest. They watched Mr. Moody come out with a shovel to cover up their tracks. When he came back inside, the Germans broke into his
house, held a revolver to his nose, and began searching for Jews. Mr. Moody didn't give them an easy time, he made them find the
attic on their own. It was like an obstacle course for those n'yein, and they came out somewhat worse for the wear. Boruch Hashem
the Pollaks had gotten out of there just in time, and they ran back to the summer house very high up in the mountains. Their situation
seemed hopeless. It seemed like the Germans would get them in no more than a day. Mrs. Pollak was having a hard time mustering up
the courage to forge on. Her husband was jrnn her. “Devorah, if the time ni7¢| on comes that the Germans catch us, we will accept
our N'12 like all of '2xaiwr 7'73 accepts their n'73, but we have to do everything within our power to try to elude them. Only the iian
nYiv 7¢ knows what’s going to happen. As long as they don't find us, we will stay here, and just like x1n 112 wiTpn helped us out
in the woods, and in Mr. Moody’s attic, He will continue to help us. We must have |ing, it is the only way. Even if we have only one
day longer down here on this world together, in xan n%iv we will be together forever. While we are here, it is our niyn to have |iny'a,
one day at a time.” Freezing and exhausted, they fell into a deep sleep.

They were woken the next morning by the strange sound of something falling on their roof and rolling down. A few minutes later it
happened again. The Pollaks wondered what the noise was. Then the tiny house shook from violent pounding at the door, “Juden!
Araus! Araus!” The Germans were at their door. It seemed like the Pollaks had reached the end of the road. Reb Shlomo
passionately addressed his family, “Devorahla, kinderlach, we are Yidden. If we have to say 7x7w' ynu we will say 7x1w' yny -
and remember! Even if ni?7¢| on we are separated, a Yid is never ever alone! The more you are separated from your family, in a
sense, the closer you are to x1n 74112 wiTpn. Come. Let’'s walk outside.”

! Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #440, Dial-A-Shiur / Visions of Greatness, Vol. 5 pg. 94 ff.
1|Life of Truth



A German officer and his soldiers stood there with machine guns. “Hand over all your money!” the officer bellowed. Reb Shlomo silently
obeyed. “Line up in front of the machine gun!” he commanded. There was nothing else to do, they were ready to die nwin wiT7 V.
Reb Shlomo encouraged his family, “Kinderlach, let us all say 7x2w* vnv, and let us not be frightened.” “Shoot!” the officer yelled.
The soldier pulled the trigger. Nothing happened. “| told you to shoot, soldier! What's the matter?!” “I pulled the trigger,” the confused
soldier answered, “the gun must have jammed. I'll try again.” He tried again but it still didn't work. “Why don’t you take care of your
gun?!” the officer barked. “Can’t you figure out what's wrong?!” “I have an idea,” the soldier replied, “I will point the gun at your nose.
Look inside as | pull the trigger and maybe you can see what is stuck.” For some reason, the officer didn't like that idea. He ordered
another soldier to shoot the prisoners. The soldier began pulling the trigger and suddenly the officer changed his mind, “Don’t shoot!”
he called out. The puzzled soldier eased the pressure on the trigger. The Pollaks didn’t understand why he didn’t shoot, but they knew
that every moment was a gift from Hashem. “Get away from that house,” the officer shouted. “I'll throw this grenade at the house and
blow it up!” He threw the grenade, and the house went up in flames. Just then, Mrs. Pollak realized something amazing. She
exclaimed, “Shlomo, now | know what those knocks on the roof were!” Reb Shlomo knew what she was going to say. “The knocks were
two grenades that they threw on the roof which somehow didn’t explode!” “You were lucky,” the commander remarked, as he led the
Pollaks to a waiting truck. “I have been in the German army for over twenty-two years. This never happened that two grenades
shouldn’t explode and a gun should get stuck!” The Nazis were simply too spooked out to try again. Mrs. Pollak asked her husband,
“Where is he taking us, Shlomo?” “Devorah, don’t you realize the n'¢+ that are happening? It's not up to him to take us anywhere.
Where ever the n%7iy 7¢ 1ian is going to send us, that’s where we're going. 113i7 122 *Tv¥n nwin. Come kinderlach. nynx and
|inya! Remember, Hashem is with us. ima'm Tiy |'x.

After a long, uncomfortable ride, the Pollaks were put into a prison in Nitra. Hundreds of prisoners filled its cells. Usually, the Germans
separated families. nwin 1ON the Pollaks were all put in the same cell. Drained from their exhausting day, the Pollak family said
nunn 72y ynw Xy, and soon fell asleep. They were woken by terrible cries and screams. Reb Shlomo asked a fellow Yiddishe
prisoner by the name of Modche Chaim what the bloodcurdling cries were about. Reb Modche Chaim explained, “the Nazi guards get
drunk in the middle of the night and they come into the cells and beat people.” Mr. Pollak seemed worried, so Modche Chaim
reassured him, “why do you have that worried look on your face? | can reassure you, they only beat prisoners of war, not the Jews who
are held over here.” Reb Shlomo didn’t want them to beat anyone, but he thanked Hashem that at least for that night hopefully they
were safe. The screams were getting closer and closer to them, and then Mrs. Pollak cried, “I hear the jingle of keys at our cell door!”
Reb Shlomo lovingly told his family, “kinderlach, remember, keep repeating the words again and again, iTa'm Tiv |'x. There is
nothing but the n7iy 7¢ i1ian. Everything is m*u19 nnawn. With the n%iy ¢ 1ian,” he continued in a choked-up voice, “we can do
anything.” The door crashed open and in marched eight drunken Nazi soldiers wielding metal rods and lashing out randomly. Reb
Shlomo’s son and his wife did not get hit, but the rest of the family were beaten until they fainted. Finally, the soldiers exited their cell
and went on to the next one, making their way down the row. It was some time before the screaming completely subsided. Reb Shlomo
and his wife spent the rest of the night walking around the cell helping the people who were beaten. They held the crying children
closely to themselves. They bandaged their wounds, and soothed their crying hearts. “Kinderlach,” Mrs. Pollak said soothingly, “please
be rnn yourselves. | know it hurt, but it's not as bad as it seems.” One little child who was still bleeding said to his father, “Totti".
“Yes, sheifeleh,” his father answered. “Remember you once told me when | was by the dentist and he gave me a shot, that even
though the shot hurt, you said that the dentist is doing it to help me so | shouldn’t feel the pain.” “Yes, Tottaleh,” Reb Shlomo said.
“Whatever Hashem does is good, and if Hashem made it that the Nazis should hit me it, must be so that | shouldn't feel pain that is
worse.” Reb Shlomo gave his child a hug, “What a beautiful thought! I'm so proud of you. If only we could all think this way. Devorahla,
if our children have this level of nymx and |iny+, I'm telling you, we're going to survive. You'll see, we're going to survive!”

As the next evening neared, the tension grew in the cells. Who would the guards attack this time? Even though the atmosphere was
very tense, and they were afraid to fall asleep, one by one they dozed off. When the prisoners awoke the next morning, they were
astonished that the soldiers hadn’t shown up at night. They all looked at the veteran prisoner Reb Modche Chaim for an explanation,
but he was more baffled than they were! Reb Shlomo excitedly said, “Reb Modche Chaim, | told you! The jinya of our children would
carry us through!” Mrs. Pollak later found out that a British paratrooper had been placed in the prison the day before, and the Germans,
wanting to create a good impression, had stopped the beatings to show how well their prisoners were being treated. Thankfully, the
Pollaks had been spared from further beatings.

Their stay in the prison cell lasted eight weeks, with just a single hour allowed each week for fresh air. When the Germans became
concerned that the Russians would come and free the prison, they pushed everyone out and put them into a concentration camp. At
first, the family was kept together in a zamel-lager, a camp where prisoners were placed temporarily until they were sorted out. Four
weeks later they were finally separated, and they were sent to terrible concentration camps. They reminded themselves of what Reb
Shlomo would say — when you'll be on your own, in a sense you are closer to the n7iy '7¢ i1ian. Mrs. Pollak spent much of her time
caring for those who were ill. Miraculously, she and her children survived. Just a few weeks later when the Russians liberated the
camp, they made their way back home. Reb Shlomo also survived his weeks in the camp and he eventually returned to his home and
was reunited with his family. Boruch Hashem they were zoche to rebuild their lives, and their children now teach Torah, and |inga.

It's so good to be a Yid! 12;7'7n 2iv N NYKX...
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Week #427 Hi Ch@g Shabb@s

[ I [ t [
Is it permissible to ride a bicycle within an eruv?

It is not permissible to ride a bicycle, even within an eruv. This prohibition applies
to children as well as adults. If a child begins to ride a bicycle, he should be told to
stop. Bicycles with training wheels and tricycles, however, may be ridden by
children indoors and outdoors within an eruv.t

It is not permissible to inflate tires of a tricycle. If the tricycle’s chain fell off, it may
not be replaced, and the tricycle is now considered Muktze.

Note: Although one may not ride a bicycle on Shabbos, it is a machlokes among
Poskim if bicycles are considered Muktze.?

Is it permissible to throw water at someone?

It is not permissible to have water fights that entail throwing clean sink water at
one’s own or another’s clothing.

Is it permissible to play with Purim shtick?

“Purim shtick” that are similar to firecrackers, as well as imitation ink that
temporarily dyes clothing, are all prohibited and are considered Muktze as well.
Similarly, one is prohibited from starting a fire using a magnifying glass.

Is it permissible to shake a rattle?

One may not shake a rattle to amuse a child on Shabbos.3 The rattle itself is not

Muktze, since it is designated for the use of small children who are permitted to
shake it. It is permitted to move the rattle even if doing so will cause it to make

noise.

1Since these are made exclusively for children’s play.
2 Since the prohibition is not because of a Melocha.

3 Chazal prohibited the use of a utensil designated for making sound as a gezeira since it may lead one
to fix instruments.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS FOR THIEE ENTIRE FAMILY
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WEEK 44

T"-X"DW V"W ,0"71P 0T T-N"Y 2R 'Y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

On the long Naw afternoons, my kids get very hungry. Can | make them one of those instant soups
inacup?

QUESTION 2

Can | make instant oatmeal for the baby on naw?

QUESTION 3

| didn't prepare enough for NITIVO W7W. Can | mash up some eggs or tuna and make an egg/tuna
salad with mayonnaise?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

My occupational/physical therapist gave me some light exercises to do in order to relieve some joint
pain | have. Can | do it on naw?

Answer: The (2"n-N">W) NV |N?W writes that one who is sick may not do vigorous exercise in order
to heal himself (by sweating). Since he is unwell, the exercise is a form of NnXI®1 and is not allowed.
It would follow that if someone has pains and is prescribed light exercises to do in order to relieve
the pain, they may not be done. However, the N27n is that NXI91 is not allowed only when it can also
come as a pill or something similar. Since a pill is made through doing NIDX?N (grinding etc.), 7"1N
were concerned that someone trying to heal himself would come to make a pill and be 11Iy on a
NON7N. (This MPN holds true even though we no longer make our own pills.) Because of this, the
(2"m) YN IN7W writes that any healing that cannot be substituted with a medicine may be taken, as
there is no concern of doing a NON7N. Therapy exercises cannot be replaced with any types of
medicine. Therefore, there is no problem it will lead to a NdX'7N, and one may do the therapy on
navw.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

Can | use a hot compress for my back pain?

Answer: There is a DIWNXY NPI7NN whether using a hot compress is a problem of NXI®Y on N1W. The
(0"-1"2W) NN NMWN holds one should be lenient only for a pressing need. Therefore, if one is in pain,
he can be lenient. If he is in a large amount of pain that his entire body feels weakened, everyone
holds he may use it, as well as take all medicines necessary.

QUESTION 3

| like to do a few push-ups in the morning to get my blood flowing. Can | do it (privately) on naw?

Answer: While it was mentioned in Answer 1 that exercise for healing could sometimes be a
problem, regular exercise does not constitute nXIDY. However, there is a discussion amongst the
D'poIo if doing rigorous exercise is considered a weekday activity-?INT T2y, and would not be
allowed. The (2-1"2W) 1Y |N7W seems to hold it is a problem, but elsewhere (2"n-N"JW) he seems to
hold that it is allowed. The ("2 N"T) N27N N2 writes that the N27n is like the lenient opinion, and is
allowed. Therefore, one may do exercise, though it would be prudent to do it privately, as not to take
away from the general Naw spirit. Additionally, one should not cause himself pain by exercising on
Naw, unless the exercise will make him feel even better after he is done, in which case the |I'xin W
('0-N"W) allows one to do something uncomfortable that ultimately increases his naw xly.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Saved by Vatranus

This story is from the Midrash.

There was Taana in the times of the Gemara
named Reb Reuven who was blessed with the
ability to overturn heavenly decrees with his
tefillos. His powerful prayers, laced with tears and
genuine feeling, carried extraordinary weight in
Shamayim, and no bitter decree could remain
standing in the face of them.

How was it that Reb Reuven’s tefillos were so
powerful?

Reb Reuven was a very likeable man, and all
those he came in contact with were immediately

drawn to him. He knew how to make others feel
good, and he went out of his way to do so, even
when it meant sacrificing his own comforts and
desires. And because he was mevater on his own
desires to please others, Hashem in return would
give up His desires to please Reb Reuven.

Young and old, the erudite and the ignorant all
appreciated Reb Reuven’s personality and
wisdom. Even the Angel of Death himself liked
Reb Reuven, and the two spent a lot of time
together exchanging explanations on Tanach.

One day, the Malach Hamaves informed Reb
Reuven that there was a heavenly decree against
his son, a young boy with a very special soul. “I
have a mission to take him away,” he told the
distraught father.

Reb Reuven immediately tried to daven, hoping
to save his son, but he found himself getting
tongue-tied. Apparently, Hashem didn’t want the
tzaddik’s tefillos interfering with His plans, and
Reb Reuven was unable to daven.

The Malach Hamaves appeared a while later, an
angel on a mission. “I am here to take your son,”
he explained.

“Please, do me a favor,” Reb Reuven pleaded.
“Give me thirty days. Push off the decree for
another thirty days, so that my young son can first
get married.”

The Angel of Death agreed, and Reb Reuven
hastened to arrange a shidduch for the child. He
did not tell his wife or son about his conversation
with the Malach Hamaves, and did not disclose
the reason for his sudden decision to marry off his
son.



A kallah was found, a wedding date was arranged,
and a home was built from scratch for the young
couple to live in after their marriage. It was a
joyous time for the young chassan and his family,
who were completely unaware of the terrible
threat hanging over his head.

On the day of the wedding, Reb Reuven handed
his son a basket of fragrant hadassim. In those
days, people were invited to a wedding with a
sweet-smelling hadas, which they then used to
dance around the chassan. “Take this basket of
hadassim and go invite the people of the city,
including the elders,” he instructed his son.

The child swung the basket onto his arm and
skipped from home to home, inviting all their
friends and relatives, along with the city’s elders
and tzaddikim, to participate in the simchah they
would be celebrating that evening. The pile of
hadassim in his basket slowly dwindled as more
and more people were invited.

As he capered across an empty field in the
direction of more homes, he encountered Eliyahu
Hanavi, who had something important to tell him.
“Tonight, you are supposed to die.”

The shocked child gaped at the figure before him
wordlessly.

“I want to give you some advice,” Eliyahu Hanavi
continued. “At your wedding, you will see a man
dressed in torn and tattered garments. Don’t be
misled; it’s no pauper, but the Malach Hamaves.
Make sure to welcome him kindly and ensure that
he has what to eat. Seat him with the distinguished
elders at the meal; honor him and respect him.
And also, very important- don’t eat anything by
the wedding.”

Reb Reuven’s son nodded, still shell-shocked,
and Eliyahu Hanavi disappeared.

The chassan who left his home on the way to his
wedding that evening was a different child than
the carefree one who’d left his home that morning
to deliver the hadassim. He was worried and
withdrawn, although he tried to hide his anxiety
from his parents.

The atmosphere at the chasunah was joyous and
exciting, and people danced merrily before the
chassan, but he could not bring himself to join
fully in the festivities. He smiled half-heartedly in
response to the greetings of his guests as his eyes
feverishly scanned the courtyard in search of the
beggar whom Eliyahu Hanavi had described.

In the middle of the wedding meal, of which the
chassan was careful not to take a single bite, he
saw a pauper standing at the entranceway, looking
in. The chassan shot out of his seat like a bullet
from a cannon, and was at the pauper’s side
seconds later. “Please, come inside, have a seat.”

The pauper shook his head. “No, that’s alright.”

“Really, please come inside,” the chassan
pleaded. “You are an honored guest, and it would
make me so happy if you would grace my
simchah with your presence.”

The beggar continued to decline, but the young
chassan persisted, knowing that his very life
depended on his treatment of the pauper.
Eventually, the beggar agreed to come in, and the
chassan led him to the head table, seating him
with the distinguished elders of the city.

For the remainder of the wedding, the chassan
kept his eye on his dangerous guest, treating him
with utmost honor and respect. He didn’t taste a



morsel of the food, conscious of Eliyahu Hanavi'’s
warning. Nervously, he waited to see how the
night would play out.

The wedding wound down, and the guests began
to trickle out. Soon, the large room had mostly
emptied of people, leaving a colorful mess
behind. The pauper beckoned to the chassan to
join him outside, and anxiously, the chassan
obeyed.

“You have cement for your house,” the pauper
stated. “Where did you get the cement from?”

“I bought it from someone,” the chassan replied.

“Well, the owner of the cement wants it back,” the
pauper told him.

“I’ll give him other cement,” the chassan
countered.

The beggar looked at him. “Let me level with you
and talk to you straight, without any metaphors,”
he finally said. “I am the Angel of Death, and 1
have come to take your soul.”

The chassan, having known this was coming,
didn’t seem shocked. “If it is my time, then [ am
ready to go,” he said bravely. “But please allow
me to go say goodbye to my father and my
kallah.”

“No problem,” the Malach Hamaves agreed.

The chassan ran back inside and headed straight
to his father. “Father, a pauper came to me and
told me that now is my time to leave this world.
What should I do?”

Reb Reuven did not respond. Turning away from
his son, he donned his tallis and began to sob,

begging Hashem to overturn the decree against
his son’s life. With tears flowing freely down his
beard, he prayed intently, completely oblivious to
his surroundings.

“Father, Father!” the chassan cried, hugging his
father. “Father, daven for me! Please pray for the
decree to be annulled!”

Reb Reuven, engrossed in his prayers, did not
respond, so his son gave him a parting hug and
kiss and went to find his kallah of just a few
hours.

They had not even been married a single night,
and already it was time for the chassan to part
from his kallah forever. As her chassan
approached, the kallah saw his face and knew
immediately that something was wrong. “What’s
the matter?” she asked worriedly.

“The Malach Hamaves has come for me,” the
chassan explained, as gently as he could. “He is
dressed as a pauper, and he told me that my time
has come to leave the world.”

“And what did you respond?” she asked
breathlessly.

The young chassan sighed at her pain. “What do
you think I told him? Am | greater than Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Yaakov? Even our holy avos left
this world when their time came. | told him that if
my time was here, I would go with him.”

The kallah shook her head. “Where is he?
Outside? You stay here; [ will go speak to him.”

With a courageous look on her face, the kallah
went outside to meet the Angel of Death. “It says
in the Torah that when a couple gets married, the
husband is to remain at home for a full year,” she



told the pauper. “A wife has the right to demand
of her husband to remain home during that year.
So although you might have a mission to take my
husband, | have a directive from the Torah
allowing me to demand that he live with me for a
full year. Please go back to Hashem and tell Him
my response. | want my husband to be with me
for a year.”

The Malach Hamaves heard her argument, and he
agreed to bring her claim before Hashem. He flew
up to Shamayim to determine his next course of
action. There, he found Hashem sitting on His
Throne of Judgment, surrounded by the angels
Gavriel, Michoel, and others.

The angels seemed to be pleading with Hashem
to save the life of the very chassan whom the
Malach Hamaves had gone to take. “Reb Reuven
is always mevater on his own desires and feelings
to make others feel good,” the angels were saying.
“Just as he gave up his desires for others, he is
now asking that You give up Your decree.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu turned to the Malach
Hamaves, who had been sent on a mission to take
the boy’s life. “The kallah argued that she has the
right to demand he live with her for a year, as it
says in the Torah,” the Angel of Death explained.

Hashem got up from His Throne of Judgment and
went onto the Throne of Mercy. All of the
malachim, the seraphim, the chayos hakodesh,
and even the Malach Hamaves himself were
arguing in favor of allowing Reb Reuven’s son to
live.

Indeed, Reb Reuven himself had a firm case in
Heaven, an argument that enabled all of his
prayers to be answered positively. For as the
angels had said, he was mevater on his own

desires to do the will of others, and for that he
would merit that Hashem would give up His
desires to please Reb Reuven.

At that moment, Hakadosh Baruch Hu made an
announcement. The son of Reb Reuven would be
allowed to live, not just for one year, but for
seventy years longer.

And so it was. For the next seventy years, Reb
Reuven’s son and his wife had a happy life and
marriage, devoted to Torah and the service of
Hashem.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A99

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"l
are now available by phone.

USA 732.913.5616 or 718.557.7711
EY. 02.313.6038

Option 1: Vaadim given in BMG
Option 2: Shmussen given in Adelphia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurim

To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Toras Reb Kalman
Lakewood New Jersey
609.807.1783
torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Sponsored by:
The Friedman Family
The Schwab Family



Volume TWO of the
“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn”
Book Series is NOW available at your local Judaica
Store.
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Volume One of the new curriculum series is
NOW available for Schools to purchase.
Many schools have already placed their orders!
Call/email now to reserve your books while
supplies last.

Reading
Writing

with stories of
our Sages

Call/text 609-807-1783 or
Email torasrebkalman@gmail.com for a sample

If you have exceptional content about Reb
Kalman that you think should be inserted into
book 3, please let us know.
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IN HIS LATER YEARS, DAY AN YECHEZI(EL ABRAMSKY WAS STILL

ACTIVE IN COMMLUNITY MATTERS, BUT WAS BARELY ABLE TO WALK,

PII?CHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

1

REBBE, T
KNOW THE POST
OFFICE WELL AND
IT WOULD BE MY

i SHLOMIE, WOLILD YOU BE ABLE
TO 60 TO THE POST OFFICE? I WOULD
GREATLY APPRECIATE IF YOU COULD
TAKE THIS MONEY AND 8UY JUST ONE
POSTAGE STAMP.

| E— ‘

I

5HLOM|E WAITED ON LINE AT THE 8AYIT V'GAN
POST OFFICE suT WAS A LITTLE PUZZLED

IF REBBE HAD A
LETTER TO MAIL WHY

DIDON'T HE GIVE IT TO ME
NOW? I'M IN THE POST
OFFICE ANYWAY!

SHLOMIE RETURNED AND THEN WATCHED AS
DAYAN ABRAMSKY CAREFULLY TOOK AN ENVELOPE
FROM HIS POCKET AND LICKED THE STAMP...

w

SHLOMIE, THANK
Yyou! couLo I TROUBLE
YOU AGAIN TO PLEASE
MAIL THIS LETTER ON
YOUR WAY HOME!

OF COURSE, REBBE,
BUT MAY T ASK
REBBE AN OBVIOUS
QUESTION...

JUST GIVE ME THE
ENVELOPE THE FIRST
TIME I WENT TO THE

DAYAN ABRAMSKY’S FACE RADIATED WITH A
SMILE AS SHLOMIE ASKED HIS QUESTION.

HY DION'T REBBE

SHLOMIE, IN THIS
ENVELOPE THERE IS SOME
MONEY FOR A POOR TALMID
CHOCHOM. AT THIS MOMENT WE
ARE PERFORMING THE MITZVOS
OF GIVING TZEDOKAH AND
SUPPORTING TORAH!

POST OFFICE?

MY REBBAIM TAUGHT ME TO
APPRECIATE EACH PART OF EVERY
MITZVAH, WHEN WE WILL REACH 120,
THEY WILL SHOW US THE VALUE OF
EACH CHELEK (PORTION) PERFORMED
WITH SIMCHA!

WELL. I'M TOO
OLD AND CANNOT
WALK... 8UT I CAN STILL
LICK A STAMP! THAT
CHELEK ALSO HAS
IMMEASURABLE REWARD
AND THAT T CAN STILL
DO! HOW COULD T GIVE
IT AWAY?

S1¥Y SPONIAN INPINY PT WAS BORN IN GROONO, BELARUS TO 091 227T)

IN TELZ, MIR AND SLABODKA AND WAS A CLOSE ‘T’Dbﬂ OF R’ CHAIM SOLOVEITCI

?732. OF THE Q5 D"]SD HE WROTE, THE MOST WELL KNOWN IS 'JN?YI'\’ i, A CO
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D AND D779, HE LEARNED IN THE

NOVAQDOK 73’\2)’ WHEQE HE BECAME CLOSE TO 9781 21710 911> 90 1 (THE 717“11313)3 W)JD'JN) HE ALSO LEARNED

HIK 'J"Xt HE RECEIVED NDONU AT THE

AGE OF 17 FROM THE 27 OF NOVARDOK, Y00 Y80NY /M EPSTEIN Y781 CAUTHOR OF JNYYN TIWWD. HE MARRIED STHYN
9197, A GRANDDALGHTER OF ANY 12 TIT APY> /1 WILOVSKY 9778Y (THE 172T>1). HE SERVED THE Ni9NP OF SMOYLAN
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AND WAS EXILED TO SIBERIA IN 1939, HE WAs RESCUED IN 131 AND WAS LATER INVITED TO SERVE AS T M2 AN OF
LONDON. HE AGREED ON THE CONDITION THAT THEY FOLLOW ALL HIS RULINGS. YPDRIAN T REVOLUTIONIZED THE LK
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EARLS OF WISDOM
FROM THE PARSHAH

The Tzaddik
and the Freebee

(3,3 ©727) /i1 YR 130NX)

I pleaded for Hashem’s grace. (Devarim 3:23)

Chinun always implies a freewill gift. Although the zzaddikim could request from

Hashem based on their good deeds, they ask only a freewill gift. (Rash:)

When a tzaddik asks something of Hashem, it
is always as a freewill gift, as if he is not worthy of
it. And he does this not despite being #zaddik but
because he is a tzaddik.

Here’s an example.

Imagine a very wealthy man. He owns a lot of
property worth hundreds of millions of dollars.
Then something bad happens. The people of
a certain city are in grave danger due to the
decree of an evil king. The wealthy man sells all
his property, and bribes the king with the cash
thereby obtained. This saves all the people of the

city from sure death!

There is no doubt that this Jew did a

tremendous mitzvah. But now he is totally

impoverished. He has nothing left for himself.
He has no home and not even food to eat. He
gave everything for the sake of the mitzvah of

chesed that he did.

There are two ways this man could beseech
Hashem. He could say: Ribono Shel Olam, 1 didn’t
really have to give away everything like that. I could
very well have left myself a modest sum to live on.
But now that I gave everything, at least give me a
slice of bread to eat. Don't I, too, deserve something,
after all I did to help and rescue Jewish people from
their plight?

Or he could say like this: Ribono Shel Olam, You
were so kind to me! I know that You could have
rescued the people of the city by Yourself. But you
gave me the opportunity to rescue them by selling off



my property so I will merit doing such a wonderful

mitzvah. The truth is I don’t deserve anything, but I
am asking You for a slice of bread to eat, as a freewill
gift.

These are the two ways how to look at any
situation in life.

Moshe Rabbeinu said: Ribono Shel Olam, 1 don’t
deserve anything at all. You gave me the opportunity
to bring the Jewish people out of Egypt and receive
the Torah for them. You gave me so many amazing
zechuyos. I don’t deserve anything at all, not even to
go to the Land with the rest of the people. I am just
asking as a mere gift that I should allowed entry to

LA

Evretz Yisrael.

Thisisindeed a high madreigah. Butitis the right
way to look at life. If we ask things from Hashem
because we think we deserve it, then Hashem tallies
things up to see what we did and what we already
received for it and what we still have coming to us,
if anything. We might think we "deserve" this and
that, but can we be sure that Hashem sees it that
way?

But if we just ask for a gracious gift, knowing that
we don’t really deserve it, then we are approaching
Hashem like a son does to a loving father. And this
opens the gates of unlimited blessing. ®

Everything is Double

(717V517) .0PPYR N MY NI INMI

“By consoled, be consoled, My people,” says Your G-d. (Devarim 3:23)

They sinned doubly, as it says 9w nxvn xon, “Yerushalayim sinned a sin.”

And they were punished doubly, as it says, nxvn %33 083 'n 70 anpY 2 — “She

received from Hashem’s hand doubly for all her sins.”

And the consolation is double, as it says, D2pbx x> My M0 MM —

“Be consoled, be

consoled, My people; says Your G-d.” (Eichah Rabbah 1:57)

Why is everything double?

It may be compared to two people who are

taking leave of one another. One is traveling east,

them goes, he is now double that distance from

his friend.
This is why the sin was double. Hashem says,

and the other, west. Whatever distance one of
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“If you leave Me a day, I will leave you two days.™

This means that for every day a person distances
himself from the Torah, the Torah also distances
itself from him a day’s travel. So he is now two

days’ distance from the Torah.

This is an important principle in how Hashem
relates to human beings. When a person commits
a sin, the resulting destruction is not just the
deed he did. It is much more than that. He also
distances himself from Hakadosh Baruch Hu when
he commits a sin. This distance deprives him of
siyata d’Shmaya. And when a person doesn’t have
siyata d’Shmaya, he experiences a lot of troubles.

Yesterday, this sinner was hated by
Hashem; he was detested and distanced
and abhorred. And today, [now that he
did teshuvah,] he is loved and cherished

and close and befriended.?

It is obvious that the destruction a person
causes himself by being distant from Hashem is no
less than the destruction of the sin itself. So the

damage is double.

It’s the same with receiving double punishment.
When a person receives a punishment, he
naturally suffers doubly from it. For instance, let’s
say a person is sick in bed. Besides the suffering of
being sick, he also doesn’t go to work, and he loses
income. He might lose a large sum due to sickness
or through being tied up by some other unpleasant
circumstance. It’s all because the sickness was an
expression of Hashem hiding His face from him,
and when that happens, it’s double trouble.

1 See Rashi on Devarim 11:13.
2 Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Teshuvah 7:6.
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And so it is with the double consolation. When
a person does teshuvah with all his heart, and
Hashem turns to him lovingly and affectionately,
then besides the consolation he receives for the
troubles he went through, he also gains siyaza
d’Shmaya in various areas. Just as sin distances
a person from Hashem, so teshuvah draws him
close.> And when he is close to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, he enjoys a lot of siyata d’Shmaya.

The Rambam writes:

Teshuvah  is

virtuous thing! Yesterday, this person

such a great and
was separated from Hashem the G-d
of Yisrael. He cried out and was not

answered. He did mitzvos and they were

shredded in front of him.

Today, he is attached to the Shechinah.
He cries out and is answered immediately.
He does mitzvos and they are accepted
joyfully and graciously. And not only
that, but Heaven longs for his mitzvos,
as it says, “The offering of Yehudah and
Yerushalayim will be sweet to Hashem

like in old times and in former years.”

So when a person wants to change his ways
and do teshuvah and attach himself to Torah, and
then he sizes himself up and realizes that his goal
is beyond his abilities, it is not truly so. Because as
soon as he starts to draw closer to Hashem, he gets
siyata d’Shmaya. He has double strength. And the
closer he draws himself, the more he gets. He will

just go up and up. e

3 Ibid.
4 Ibid.
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