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Now, O 5x7¥ what does /73, your G-d, ask of you? Only to
fear /7, your G-d ... (20:> ©127)

Rav Chaim Volozhiner Y731 offers an interesting and practical
explanation of this ?©a. One who truly fears 'n — in other words, a
person who is only in awe of 'n — will merit that he fears nothing or no
one else. On the other hand, one who does not fear ' is,
unfortunately, going to be scared of everything, even his own shadow.
Consequently, nYhn told YN 593, since they were compelled to fear
something, they should realize to focus their fear only on 'n. Thus, they
will have no reason to fear anything else. Moshe said to S 523, “All
'n is asking of you is that you fear Him.” By fearing 'n, you will relieve
yourselves of all other sources of fear.

The Baal Shem Tov Y7s1 offers an interesting interpretation
to the words omY nNXY, fear of /7. While the usual term refers to
man’s fear of 'n, the Baal Shem Tov defines it as the fear that 'n has for
His nation. Of course, 'n fears nothing. However, there is a form of fear
that applies in this circumstance, which can be explained through a
Svn, an analogy, of a father and teaching his young child about safety.

A father, desiring to protect his child from injury, warns his
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AN DML I7I Yy >poaIp YN APy M, the Steipler Gaon, was born to

5649 — 5745 X179 ©»n M (a local vNiY) and N33, in Tashon, Ukraine.

1889 - 1985 Shortly after his father’s nv9 (at age 11) he went to learn
under ‘Der Alter” at Novardok. At the age of 19, the Alter sent YN 2py> 1
to Rogachov to head a N> there. After a stint in the Russian army, he was
appointed N2>¥» ¥N of Novardok in Bialystock. In 1925, he published »yy
n»an. The v 1itn sought the Steipler as a husband for his sister 01, who
he married in 1926. In 1934, SN’ 2py? 1 joined the ¥ 1130 and moved to
722 "3, where he authored the apy> nonp, %19 272 and oIy »n. His
MmpTy and Mina m>7y were legendary and his advice was sought after
worldwide.

Torah! hougnts

youngster that if he goes where he does not belong, he will be
punished. For instance, parents tell their young children never to run
into the street, for fear they might be hurt by a passing car. In order to
reinforce our warning, parents “attach” the fear of punishment. The
young child will almost invariably stay away from the street, but not
for the right reason. The youngster only fears his parent’s punishment,
not the possibility of any injury that may result from his own
carelessness.

The same idea applies to our relationship with 'n. We are
warned regarding various ni1ay, transgressions. Each N2y carries with
it a different category of punishment. 'n attaches a punishment to the
sins so that we will be careful not to transgress. In reality when we err
and sin, we are hurting our NV, souls, and that is the real reason why
we must not sin.

'n fears for our spiritual health and welfare. He fears we
might do something foolish, something harmful to ourselves. This is
referred to as a @Y nNXY, the fears that 'n has for our spiritual
welfare. He only punishes to guide us to the right path and would
prefer that we never need to be punished in the first place.

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheibaum)
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One year, a DN TNYM in P12 73 was V)
before ©3. One of his DPNIN came
over to the Steipler to discuss matters
concerning the MYN. Suddenly, the
Steipler said, “Take some of my nyn to

the MyRHN. She cannot afford hand nyn.

Be careful to say that this is not a
personal gift, just mention that it is my
ny¥n.” The Tnom told a Han, “It s
impossible to describe the excitement and
tears when | told her, ‘I have nyn for you from the
Steipler for noo!”
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You will eat and you will be satisfied, and you will
bless 773, your G-d.

This D9 teaches us to bench after eating a satisfying
amount of bread. The N1 of the N27a was established by Ny, ywin?
and the N21TN NV PWIN. There are a few small variations between
the different ninn©M and each one has merit.

oo oo oo oo oo
The following compelling story was related by R' Yitzchak Zilberstein,
N”\?’?‘?i

A young 9913 fellow in ©2¥7 went to a Judaica library in
search of a certain volume not accessible in the local shuls. After a
period of time perusing the 199, the young man washed and ate a
sandwich he brought along for lunch. He then began to bentch with
great M. As he finished bentching, the librarian came over and
remarked that listening to him bentch brought a question to her
mind. “We implore 'n in bentching, S¥2) N2) ©92) N9) ¥i1) NOV, that
we not feel inner shame, nor be humiliated, nor stumble/falter. | do not
understand why the words 5¥2) N9) are included. They do not seem
to fit in,” she commented, adding that while she had strayed from
Yiddishkeit and was no longer observant, she still recalled that this
question had bothered her when she would bentch.

Accustomed to bentching with this non since childhood, he
was stymied for an answer. He began searching library volumes for a
source for this version of bentching, but was unsuccessful. He said he
would go home, find a bentcher which included the phrase and not
stumble and send her a copy. He returned home, and, after some
searching, located a copy of bentching in an old n1)n. He made a
copy, circled the words Y¥2) N9y and sent it to the librarian. After he
did this, he forgot about the incident.

Many months after the library episode, the 991> fellow
received a wedding invitation. He stared at the names and was at a
loss; he did not recognize the ynn, NY or their families. He assumed
that the invitation was some sort of mistake. “By chance”, on the day
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of the wedding, he was on the street where the wedding was taking
place. His curiosity was aroused. He figured he would walk in and see
who was getting married. Perhaps he could find out why he had been
invited. He entered the hall, and found no one whom he recognized.
As he was about to leave he said to his wife, “I guess this invitation
must have been a mistake.”

At that same moment, someone came over and asked his
name. When the messenger heard his name, he said, “Please come
with me. The N9 wants to speak to you.”

“Do you not recognize me?” asked the n%3. “I was the
librarian who questioned you about the correct nom of bentching. |
want you to know that you are the biggest ynnn at this wedding.
Indeed, if not for you, there would be no wedding. It was because of
you that | was inspired to return to a life of n7im observance. | was
engaged to a non-Jew. Yet, | still had feelings that pulled me back to
my ancestors’ faith. Much to my fiancé’s concern, | wavered back and
forth. He gave me an ultimatum: either | said yes by a certain day, or
the engagement was off. He could not marry a Jewess unprepared to
sever all of her ties to her faith. Soon, decision day arrived, and | was
prepared to give my answer of ‘Yes!” to my fiancé.

“I arrived at the library, very nervous. | was about to throw
away my religion, my parents’ religion, the religion for which so many
had died... | walked into my office at the library, and behold, in front
of my eyes, laying on top of my desk, was your letter. | opened the
envelope and glaring straight at me were the words 5¥2) N9, and
‘not stumble,’ circled in red.

“I began to scream at myself. How could you stumble like
this and throw everything away? | was ruining my life. | called off my
engagement and gradually became a n:Wma n73in. Shortly
afterward, | was blessed to meet a wonderful N7im 12, whom | have
wed tonight. Thank you so much for bentching that day with such
feeling that | was moved enough to approach you about the nom of
the bentching.”

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)
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*The o»n Y9N teaches an interesting N2%n based on M bwa NN M
onyn found in the nYnp WATH (N>:2 7109 YY) regarding NYInN NRIND,
supporting /7797. If a poor person is so very unfortunate and is ‘cursed’
that he is unable to learn anything due to his poverty, he still can find a
way to be blessed. If the poor person ekes out a way to use any of his
money to support 17iM, then he is 5992 [counted under the [special]
blessing of] “...n7IMN NN ©P WX T2 — Blessed is the ones who

supports the /7707... Every curse has an opportunity of blessing.

*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the Ton nanx 190 is far more extensive and appropriate.
The ©»n Xon continues that this ¥ 17 is a valuable lesson in regards to N0 NRIND,
supporting 777. If the N33 is applicable even when times are difficult and one’s money
situation is very tight, all the more appropriate is the n73 if one supports n7im if he is
financially able to support n7in.

1.What are the first words that parents should teach their child
when the child begins talking?

2.Where is there a reference in the mim to onnD MmN —
resurrection of the dead?
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® During the month of 519, one should write, either at the e There is a 30 to blow the 19i¥ each weekday morning of

beginning or at the end of a personal letter to a friend,

wishing them a n21v NP NN NPN3.

Halacha
Corner

2N after the M2y finishes m>NY. If one davens alone, he
does not blow 191v¥.

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

“Since we only discuss a few iy, it is important to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.
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Dear Tnym,

Once someone brought
his three-year-old son to the
home of R' Yaakov Yisroel
Kanievsky 9783, also known as the
Steipler Gaon, so that the 7y
could start the boy’s first haircut.
The father reminded the Steipler
Gaon that he had also served as
P70 at the boy’s ma.

The Steipler Gaon
commented with a smile, “If
someone had made such a
request to the Brisker Rav in
©2¥11, he would have answered
right away, ‘1 am not a barber.””

The boy’s father spoke
up quickly, “But | do not mean for
the Rebbe to give him a complete
haircut. Just one cut, a few
strands!”

Even so, the Steipler
Gaon was still quite
uncomfortable to have such an
honor thrust upon him. With a
little reluctance, he picked up the
scissors and fulfilled the request,
only because he could never turn
down anything people asked of
him. Then he gave the boy a very
warm n273, and the father and
son left.

SageSayings

A few days later, the
father returned to the Steipler to
share with him the happy news
that he had just been blessed
with another son. The Steipler
Gaon answered him in a very
perturbed manner.

“For the last few days |
just have not had any peace. Why
did | have to make such a fuss
over your son’s haircut? Why
should | refuse any Jew’s request
of me? What possessed me to
bring the Brisker Rav into the
story? When you asked me to cut
the child’s hair, | should have
done it graciously. Really, all of
this is only because of my own
bad nim, and | have to ask your
forgiveness. Please tell me that
you forgive me completely.”

My Tnon, the Steipler
was so agitated by the remote
possibility of having hurt another
person’s feelings, that he begged
for forgiveness. Imagine if we
intentionally hurt a friend’s
feelings, how much more so must
we beg for his forgiveness!

17972 191 7
mmPa, Your »17)

Story adapted from: The Steipler (with kind permission-Cis)

A 72n once heard the Steipler 9781 muttering to himself
one night, “1oNNN3 3N NIIN TXO X ANDN — | have many
outstanding debts to pay!” The friend understood he was
referring to his learning obligations. He tried to reassure
him by saying he could pay off his ‘debt’ the next day.
The Steipler shook his head and said, “ ann pann 1P 1PN
1IN y” Py — No! No! Tomorrow | will have new

”
d e th l Source: Heard from R' Paysach Krohn 8”p»5¢
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Understanding
Davening
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A psalm of David, /#1is my light and my

salvation ... (15 ©910m)
It is a widely accepted > to recite this
779 in oY from S%N YTIN ¥NY until
Ny PRV, This am is based on the vTn
which explains: »ix '"n — 47 is my light,
refers to mwn YN, >y¥n — and my
salvation, refers to 93 09, N2022))9> —
He will hide in me in His shelter, refers to
n5P. The implication is that on Mwn ¥NA,
'n helps us see the light and gives us the
opportunity to do N23WRn. On M9 OV, N
provides us salvation by forgiving our sins.
When the 270 0¥ of nisp arrives, we have
been forgiven for our sins; 'n shelters us
from our enemies and other dangers, just
as 'n sheltered our forefathers when they
were in the 7270 — Wilderness.

nv 1y
Learning
Contest

T

The current Pirchei Newsletter
contest is designed to make your 27y
nay fulfilling and memorable. Beginning
this week and continuing in the weeks
leading up to mMinn N2ap and beyond,
learn at least 45 minutes before NN
every nay 17y. Learn for an hour or
more and get an additional entry into
the raffle. There is no particular 7% to
learn — you can even review Npn 0N)Y
o»I| THN). If you arrange for a group to
learn in person or on the phone, and
have a MY to learn about nav nisyn or
nayY nvTp, you will receive an extra
entry in the raffle. The contest is open
for boys of all ages up to 12" grade. To
join this program, please send your
weekly fax to 7185069633 or email to:
erevshabboslearningprogram@gmail.com
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your
name, grade, NV, city, state, and
contact # and your name will be entered
into a drawing for a beautiful set of
DOVNMIN NIVIT NINIPR!
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A FEW DAYS BEFORE PESACH, A NEEDY
BLACKSMITH APPROACHED THE BEIS HALEVI WITH
AN UNUSUAL QUESTION.

MILK? ..MY SON, DO
YOU NEED TO DRINK MILK

FOR HEALTH REASONS? NO, NO. UH... | JusT

CAN'T AFFORD WINE FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY.

REBBI, IS ONE YOTZEI THE
ARBA KOSOS ON SEDER NIGHT IF
ONE USES FOUR GLASSES OF MILK,
INSTEAD OF WINE?

WHY DID YOUu
GIVE THE BLACKSMITH SUCH

A LARGE SUM OF MONEY? WINE
FOR ARBA KOS50S COSTS FAR
LESS THAN THE AMOUNT YOU
GAVE HIM/

NO, YOU CANNOT
USE MILK FOR ARBA KOSOS.
BUT HERE, TAKE THESE 50O
RUBLES TO 8UY WINE FOR
YOUR SEDER!

REB8l, I... I... JUST
CANNOT THANK YOU
ENOUGH! CHAG KOSHER
V'SAMEACH!

WHEN PEOPLE COME TO
ME ASKING QUESTIONS, THEY
RELY ON MY KNOWLEDEGE OF THE
FOUR VOLUMES OF SHULCHAN
ARLICH...

THE BLACKSMITH ASKED IF HE COULD
USE MILK FOR ‘ALL’ FOUR CUPS - THIS
MEANS THAT HE DOES NOT HAVE ANY FLEISH
FOR THE SEDER MEAL! HE NEEDED ENOUGH

MONEY TO 8UY MORE THAN JUST WINE; HE

u !
AND THEN THERE ALSO NEEDS TO 8UY MEAT.

IS A FIFTH VOLUME -
COMMON SENSE.

R’ YOSEF DOV (YOSHE BER) SOLOVEITCHIK 9781, (MAGNUM OPUS THE 9D 3D, WAS BORN IN NISVIZH (NEAR
MINSK, BELARUS) TO INT PNY? ') AND NP AT THE AGE OF 11, HIS FATHER BROLUGHT HIM TO VOLOZHIN TO LEARN
UNDER 5781 21PN 7ns’ 79, HIS LINCLE (ALSO KNOWN AS R ITZELEH). IN 1853, THE 2°8) AND THE 971 1’2 WERE
ASKED TO LEAD THE N2V, WITH THE 20¥) AS NYY YN AND THE N9N 102 AS HIS ASSISTANT. HIS 19D, M9N 13,
WAS PUBLISHED IN 1863. IN 1865, HE WAS PRESENTED WITH A 1137 N2 8Y A DELEGATION FROM SLUTZK, WHERE HE
SERVED AS 17 FOR NEARLY 10 YEARS. HIS DYTRYN IN SLUTSK INCLLOED qD1> 7 ROSEN Y7781 (THE ROGATCHOVER
GAOND AND N2 TTID 1093 NIYY 11 SHAPIRO 97781 (WHOSE DYTHRYR INCLLDED 2Py 1 KAMENETSKY 9781 AND ™)
JINN KOTLER 57¥1). HIS LINBENDING BATTLE AGAINST THE D)2V AND THE WEALTHY EVENTUALLY FORCED HIM TO
LEAVE SLLITSK THE nb-] 12 THEN MOVED TO WARSAW WHERE HE CULTIVATED A CLOSE QELATIONSHIP WITH 7 )

YEH05HL|A LEIR DISKIN 7”3’( AS 1, WHEQE HE SERVED AS 17 FOR 17 YEARS UNTIL HIS '1'1’\D$
For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval

5580-5652 1820-1892 N’T

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.



