
ד’אייר   1820-1892   5580-5652

A few days before Pesach, a needy 
blacksmith approached the Beis Halevi with 

an unusual question.

Rebbi, is one Yotzei the 
Arba Kosos on Seder night if 

ONE uses four glasses of milk, 
instead of wine?

Milk? ...my son, Do 
you need to drink milk 
for health reasons? No, no. Uh... i just 

can’t afford wine for 
the whole family.

Why did you 
give the blacksmith such 

a large sum of money? Wine 
for arba kosos costs far 
less than the amount you 

gave him!

When people come to 
me asking questions, they 

rely on my knowledge of the 
four volumes of Shulchan 

Aruch...

and then there 
is a fifth volume - 

common sense.

The blacksmith asked if he could 
use milk for ‘all’ four cups - this 

means that he does not have any fleish 
for the seder meal! he needed enough 
money to buy more than just wine; he 

also needs to buy meat!

No, you cannot 
use milk for arba kosos. 
But here,  take these 50 
rubles to buy wine for 

your seder! rebbi, I... I... just 
cannot Thank you 

enough! chag kosher 
v’sameach!

R' Yosef Dov (Yoshe Ber) Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל, (magnum opus the וִי ית הַלֵּ  was born in Nisvizh (near ,(בֵּ
Minsk, Belarus) to ב  At the age of 11, his father brought him to Volozhin to learn .רִבְקָה and ר׳ יִצְחָק זְאֵּ
under ר׳ יִצְחָק אִיצְקוֹבִיץ זַצַ״ל, his uncle (also known as R’ Itzeleh). In 1853, the נְצִיב and the וִי ית הַלֵּ  were בֵּ
asked to lead the יְשִיבָה, with the נְצִיב as ראֹש יְשִיבָה and the וִי ית הַלֵּ פֶר as his assistant. His בֵּ וִי ,סֵּ ית הַלֵּ  ,בֵּ
was published in 1863. In 1865, he was presented with a כְתַב רַבָנוּת by a delegation from Slutzk, where he 
served as רָב for nearly 10 years. His תַלְמִידִים in Slutsk included ף  the Rogatchover) זַצַ״ל Rosen ר׳ יוֹסֵּ
Gaon) and ר׳ שְלֹמֹה זַלְמַן סֶנְדֶר כַהַנָא Shapiro זַצַ״ל (whose תַלְמִידִים included ר׳ יַעֲקֹב Kamenetsky זַצַ״ל and  ר׳
 and the wealthy eventually forced him to מַשְכִילִים His unbending battle against the .(זַצַ״ל Kotler אַהֲרֹן
leave Slutsk. The וִי ית הַלֵּ ר׳ יְהוּדָה  then moved to Warsaw where he cultivated a close relationship with בֵּ
וִי In 1875, a delegation from Brisk invited the .(שְפַת אֱמֶת the) גוּר of אריה לייב אלתר ית הַלֵּ  ’to replace R בֵּ

Yehoshua Leib Diskin זַצַ״ל as רָב, where he served as רָב for 17 years until his פְטִירָה. 

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

קִי זַצַ״ל סְׂ רָאֵל קַנִיֶבְׂ  the Steipler Gaon, was born to ,ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִשְׂ
רָכָה and (שׁוֹחֵט a local) ר׳ חַיִים פֶרֶץ  .in Tashon, Ukraine ,בְׂ
Shortly after his father’s טִירָה  he went to learn (at age 11) פְׂ

under ‘Der Alter’ at Novardok. At the age of 19, the Alter sent רָאֵל  ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִשְׂ
to Rogachov to head a שִׁיבָה  there. After a stint in the Russian army, he was יְׂ
appointed שִׁיבָה שַׁעַרֵי  of Novardok in Bialystock. In 1925, he published ראֹשׁ יְׂ
בוּנָה יָם sought the Steipler as a husband for his sister חֲזוֹן אִישׁ The .תְׂ  who ,מִרְׂ
he married in 1926. In 1934, רָאֵל  and moved to חֲזוֹן אִישׁ joined the ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִשְׂ
רַק נֵי בְׂ הִלַת יַעֲקֹב where he authored the ,בְׂ כַת פֶרֶץ ,קְׂ  His .חַיֵי עוֹלָם and בִרְׂ
קוּת תוֹרָה and צִדְׂ לוּת בְׂ  were legendary and his advice was sought after גַדְׂ
worldwide.
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One year, a לְמִיד חָכָם ק in תַּ  נִפְטָר was בְנֵי בְרַּ
before פּוּרִים. One of his לְמִידִים  came תַּ
over to the Steipler to  discuss matters 
concerning the לְמָנָה  Suddenly, the .אַּ
Steipler said, “Take some of my צָה  to מַּ
the לְמָנָה צָה She cannot afford hand .אַּ  .מַּ
Be careful to say that this is not a 
personal gift, just mention that it is my 
צָה לְמִיד The ”.מַּ  It is“ ,חָבֵר told a תַּ
impossible to describe the excitement and 
tears when I told her, ‘I have צָה  for you from the מַּ
Steipler for ח סַּ  ”’!פֶּּ

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ה אֶת ה׳ אֱלֹקֶיךָ   ךְ כִי אִם לְיִרְאָּ ה ה׳ אֱלֹקֶיךָ שֹׁאֵל מֵעִמָּ אֵל מָּ ה יִשְרָּ …וְעַתָּ
Now, O אֵל your G ,ה׳ what does ,יִשְרָּ d, ask of you? Only to 

fear ה׳, your G d … (רִים י:יב (דְבָּ
Rav Chaim Volozhiner זַצַ״ל offers an interesting and practical 

explanation of this סוּק  in other words, a — ה׳ One who truly fears .פָּ
person who is only in awe of ה׳ — will merit that he fears nothing or no 
one else. On the other hand, one who does not fear ה׳ is, 
unfortunately, going to be scared of everything, even his own shadow. 
Consequently, מֹׁשֶה told אֵל  since they were compelled to fear ,כְלַל יִשְרָּ
something, they should realize to focus their fear only on ה׳. Thus, they 
will have no reason to fear anything else. Moshe said to אֵל  All“ ,כְלַל יִשְרָּ
 you will relieve ,ה׳ is asking of you is that you fear Him.” By fearing ה׳
yourselves of all other sources of fear.

The Baal Shem Tov זַצַ״ל offers an interesting interpretation 
to the words מַיִם  While the usual term refers to .ה׳ fear of ,יִרְאַת שָּ
man’s fear of ה׳, the Baal Shem Tov defines it as the fear that ה׳ has for 
His nation. Of course, ה׳ fears nothing. However, there is a form of fear 
that applies in this circumstance, which can be explained through a 
ל שָּ  .an analogy, of a father and teaching his young child about safety ,מָּ

A father, desiring to protect his child from injury, warns his 

youngster that if he goes where he does not belong, he will be 
punished. For instance, parents tell their young children never to run 
into the street, for fear they might be hurt by a passing car. In order to 
reinforce our warning, parents “attach” the fear of punishment. The 
young child will almost invariably stay away from the street, but not 
for the right reason. The youngster only fears his parent’s punishment, 
not the possibility of any injury that may result from his own 
carelessness.

The same idea applies to our relationship with ה׳. We are 
warned regarding various עֲבֵרוֹת, transgressions. Each ה  carries with עֲבֵרָּ
it a different category of punishment. ה׳ attaches a punishment to the 
sins so that we will be careful not to transgress. In reality when we err 
and sin, we are hurting our ה מָּ  souls, and that is the real reason why ,נְשָּ
we must not sin.
 fears for our spiritual health and welfare. He fears we ה׳ 
might do something foolish, something harmful to ourselves. This is 
referred to as a מַיִם  has for our spiritual ה׳ the fears that ,יִרְאַת שָּ
welfare. He only punishes to guide us to the right path and would 
prefer that we never need to be punished in the first place.

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheibaum) 
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 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

)דְבָרִים ח:י(… וְאָכַלְתָ וְשָבָעְתָ וּבֵרַכְתָ אֶת ה׳ אֱלֹקֶיךָ 
You  will  eat  and  you  will  be  satisfied,  and  you  will  

bless  ה׳,  your  G d.
This פָסוּק teaches us to bench after eating a satisfying 

amount of bread. The נוּסָח of the בְרָכָה was established by עַ  ,מֹשֶה  יְהוֹשֻׁ
and the אַנְשֵי כְנֶסֶת הַגְדוֹלָה. There are a few small variations between 
the different נוּסְחָאוֹת and each one has merit.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
 The following compelling story was related by R' Yitzchak Zilberstein, 
:שְלִיטָ״א
 A young כּוֹלֵל fellow in יְרוּשָלַיִם went to a Judaica library in 
search of a certain volume not accessible in the local shuls. After a 
period of time perusing the סֵפֶר, the young man washed and ate a 
sandwich he brought along for lunch. He then began to bentch with 
great כַּוָּנָה. As he finished bentching, the librarian came over and 
remarked that listening to him bentch brought a question to her 
mind. “We implore ה׳ in bentching, שֶלאֹ נֵבוֹש וְלאֹ נִכָּלֵם וְלאֹ נִכָּשֵל, that 
we not feel inner shame, nor be humiliated, nor stumble/falter. I do not 
understand why the words וְלאֹ נִכָּשֵל are included. They do not seem 
to fit in,” she commented, adding that while she had strayed from 
Yiddishkeit and was no longer observant, she still recalled that this 
question had bothered her when she would bentch.

Accustomed to bentching with this נוּסָח since childhood, he 
was stymied for an answer. He began searching library volumes for a 
source for this version of bentching, but was unsuccessful. He said he 
would go home, find a bentcher which included the phrase and not 
stumble and send her a copy. He returned home, and, after some 
searching, located a copy of bentching in an old הַגָדָה. He made a 
copy, circled the words וְלאֹ נִכָּשֵל and sent it to the librarian. After he 
did this, he forgot about the incident.

Many months after the library episode, the כּוֹלֵל fellow 
received a wedding invitation. He stared at the names and was at a 
loss; he did not recognize the כַּלָה ,חָתָן or their families. He assumed 
that the invitation was some sort of mistake. “By chance”, on the day 

of the wedding, he was on the street where the wedding was taking 
place. His curiosity was aroused. He figured he would walk in and see 
who was getting married. Perhaps he could find out why he had been 
invited. He entered the hall, and found no one whom he recognized. 
As he was about to leave he said to his wife, “I guess this invitation 
must have been a mistake.”

At that same moment, someone came over and asked his 
name. When the messenger heard his name, he said, “Please come 
with me. The כַּלָה wants to speak to you.” 

“Do you not recognize me?” asked the כַּלָה. “I was the 
librarian who questioned you about the correct נוּסָח of bentching. I 
want you to know that you are the biggest תָן  .at this wedding מְחֻׁ
Indeed, if not for you, there would be no wedding. It was because of 
you that I was inspired to return to a life of תוֹרָה observance. I was 
engaged to a non Jew. Yet, I still had feelings that pulled me back to 
my ancestors’ faith. Much to my fiancé’s concern, I wavered back and 
forth. He gave me an ultimatum: either I said yes by a certain day, or 
the engagement was off. He could not marry a Jewess unprepared to 
sever all of her ties to her faith. Soon, decision day arrived, and I was 
prepared to give my answer of ‘Yes!’ to my fiancé.

“I arrived at the library, very nervous. I was about to throw 
away my religion, my parents’ religion, the religion for which so many 
had died… I walked into my office at the library, and behold, in front 
of my eyes, laying on top of my desk, was your letter. I opened the 
envelope and glaring straight at me were the words וְלאֹ נִכָּשֵל, and 
‘not stumble,’ circled in red.

“I began to scream at myself. How could you stumble like 
this and throw everything away? I was ruining my life. I called off my 
engagement and gradually became a חוֹזֶרֶת בְתְשוּבָה. Shortly 
afterward, I was blessed to meet a wonderful בֶן תוֹרָה, whom I have 
wed tonight. Thank you so much for bentching that day with such 
feeling that I was moved enough to approach you about the נוּסָח of 
the bentching.”

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)
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חלק ב׳  פרק כ:ד  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים שֵם ר׳  based on הֲלָכָה teaches an interesting חָפֵץ חַיִּ ר׳ אַחָא בְּ
חוּם רַש קֹהֶלֶת found in the תַנְּ דְּ זָקַת הַתוֹרָה regarding (עַל פָסוּק ב:י״ח) מִּ  ,הַחְּ
supporting תוֹרָה. If a poor person is so very unfortunate and is ‘cursed’ 
that he is unable to learn anything due to his poverty, he still can find a 
way to be blessed. If the poor person ekes out a way to use any of his 
money to support תוֹרָה, then he is לַל כְּ  counted under the [special]]  בִּ
blessing of] “ ים אֶת הַתוֹרָה …בָרוּךְ אֲשֶר יָקִּ  — Blessed is the ones who 
supports the תוֹרָה... Every curse has an opportunity of blessing.
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate. 
The ים רָש continues that this חָפֵץ חַיִּ דְּ זָקַת הַתוֹרָה is a valuable lesson in regards to מִּ  ,הַחְּ
supporting תוֹרָה. If the רָכָה  is applicable even when times are difficult and one’s money בְּ
situation is very tight, all the more appropriate is the רָכָה  if he is תוֹרָה if one supports בְּ
financially able to support תוֹרָה. 

1.What are the first words that parents should teach their child 
when the child begins talking?

2.Where is there a reference in the תּוֹרָה to מֵתִים חִיַּת הַּ  — תְּּ
resurrection of the dead?

1.From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the words: 
ֶׁה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s speech תּוֹרָה צִוָה לָנו מֹש
as he grows up (ָּם ֵּר ב .(11:19 — ד״ה לְדַב

2.The פָסוק says, to give to them [i.e., the אָבוֹת], not to you, implying that the אָבוֹת 
will be resurrected and receive the land in person ( ֵּת לָּהֶם ָּת ד״ה ל … — 11:21).
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

מָא:    ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
אֶל�וּל

Halacha 
Corner Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During the month of אֶלוּל, one should write, either at the 
beginning or at the end of a personal letter to a friend, 
wishing them a חֲתִימָה טוֹבָה תִיבָה וְּ  .כְּ

• There is a הָג  each weekday morning of שׁוֹפָר to blow the מִנְּ
חֲרִית finishes צִבּוּר after the אֶלוּל  If one davens alone, he .שַׁׁ
does not blow שׁוֹפָר.

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

A חָבֵר once heard the Steipler זַצַ״ל muttering to himself 
one night, “!אִיכאָבּ אַ סאַךְ חוֹבוֹת צוּ בּאַצאָלן — I have many 
outstanding debts to pay!” The friend understood he was 
referring to his learning obligations. He tried to reassure 
him by saying he could pay off his ’debt’ the next day. 
The Steipler shook his head and said, “ ּנײֵן! נײֵן! מאָרגן האָב
 No! No! Tomorrow I will have new — אִיךְ נײַעֶר חוֹבוֹת!
debts!” Source: Heard from R' Paysach Krohn לִיטָ״א שְׁ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
  Once someone brought 

his three year old son to the 
home of R' Yaakov Yisroel 
Kanievsky ״ל צַּ  also known as the ,זַּ
Steipler Gaon, so that the דִיק  צַּ
could start the boy’s first haircut. 
The father reminded the Steipler 
Gaon that he had also served as 
ק נְדָּ  .בְרִית at the boy’s סַּ

The Steipler Gaon 
commented with a smile, “If 
someone had made such a 
request to the Brisker Rav in 
יִם לַּ  he would have answered ,יְרוּשָּ
right away, ‘I am not a barber.’”

The boy’s father spoke 
up quickly, “But I do not mean for 
the Rebbe to give him a complete 
haircut. Just one cut, a few 
strands!”

Even so, the Steipler 
Gaon was still quite 
uncomfortable to have such an 
honor thrust upon him. With a 
little reluctance, he picked up the 
scissors and fulfilled the request, 
only because he could never turn 
down anything people asked of 
him. Then he gave the boy a very 
warm ה כָּ  and the father and ,בְרָּ
son left.

A few days later, the 
father returned to the Steipler to 
share with him the happy news 
that he had just been blessed 
with another son. The Steipler 
Gaon answered him in a very 
perturbed manner.

“For the last few days I 
just have not had any peace. Why 
did I have to make such a fuss 
over your son’s haircut? Why 
should I refuse any Jew’s request 
of me? What possessed me to 
bring the Brisker Rav into the 
story? When you asked me to cut 
the child’s hair, I should have 
done it graciously. Really, all of 
this is only because of my own 
bad מִדוֹת, and I have to ask your 
forgiveness. Please tell me that 
you forgive me completely.”
 My לְמִיד  the Steipler ,תַּ
was so agitated by the remote 
possibility of having hurt another 
person’s feelings, that he begged 
for forgiveness. Imagine if we 
intentionally hurt a friend’s 
feelings, how much more so must 
we beg for his forgiveness!

רוּךְ! יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
רֶבִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Steipler (with kind permission CIS)

And We Shall Not Stumble

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

The current Pirchei Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  עֶרֶב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. Beginning שַׁ
this week and continuing in the weeks 
leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  ,and beyond קַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה  מִנְחָּ
every ת בָּ  Learn for an hour or .עֶרֶב שַׁ
more and get an additional entry into 
the raffle. There is no particular לִמּוּד to 
learn — you can even review  א יִם מִקְרָּ שְנַׁ
רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ  If you arrange for a group to .וְאֶחָּ
learn in person or on the phone, and 
have a שִעוּר to learn about ת בָּ  or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ
ת בָּ ת שַׁ  you will receive an extra ,קִדּוּשַׁ
entry in the raffle. The contest is open 
for boys of all ages up to 12th grade. To 
join this program, please send your 
weekly fax to 7185069633 or email to: 
erevshabboslearningprogram@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your 
name, grade, ה  city, state, and ,יְשִיבָּ
contact # and your name will be entered 
into a drawing for a beautiful set of 
שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ !מִקְרָּ

…לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי 
 A psalm of David, ה׳ is my light and my 

salvation … (הִלִים כ״ז  (תְּ
It is a widely accepted הָג  to recite this מִנְּ
ק רֶּ הִלִים in פֶּ לוּל from תְּ שׁ אֶּ  until ראֹשׁ חוֹדֶּ
ת רֶּ מִינִי עֲצֶּ הָג This .שְּׁ רָשׁ is based on the מִנְּ  מִדְּ
which explains: ה׳  — ה׳ אוֹרִי  is my light, 
refers to עִי ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה יִשְּׁ  and my — וְּ
salvation, refers to סֻכֹה ,יוֹם כִפוּר נֵנִי בְּ פְּ  — יִצְּ
He will hide in me in His shelter, refers to 
 ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה The implication is that on .סֻכוֹת
 helps us see the light and gives us the ה׳
opportunity to do שׁוּבָה  ה׳ ,יוֹם כִפוּר On .תְּ
provides us salvation by forgiving our sins. 
When the יוֹם טוֹב of סֻכוֹת arrives, we have 
been forgiven for our sins; ה׳ shelters us 
from our enemies and other dangers, just 
as ה׳ sheltered our forefathers when they 
were in the בָר .Wilderness — מִדְּ

Understanding
Davening



  

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

)דְבָרִים ח:י(… וְאָכַלְתָ וְשָבָעְתָ וּבֵרַכְתָ אֶת ה׳ אֱלֹקֶיךָ 
You  will  eat  and  you  will  be  satisfied,  and  you  will  

bless  ה׳,  your  G d.
This פָסוּק teaches us to bench after eating a satisfying 

amount of bread. The נוּסָח of the בְרָכָה was established by עַ  ,מֹשֶה  יְהוֹשֻׁ
and the אַנְשֵי כְנֶסֶת הַגְדוֹלָה. There are a few small variations between 
the different נוּסְחָאוֹת and each one has merit.

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞
 The following compelling story was related by R' Yitzchak Zilberstein, 
:שְלִיטָ״א
 A young כּוֹלֵל fellow in יְרוּשָלַיִם went to a Judaica library in 
search of a certain volume not accessible in the local shuls. After a 
period of time perusing the סֵפֶר, the young man washed and ate a 
sandwich he brought along for lunch. He then began to bentch with 
great כַּוָּנָה. As he finished bentching, the librarian came over and 
remarked that listening to him bentch brought a question to her 
mind. “We implore ה׳ in bentching, שֶלאֹ נֵבוֹש וְלאֹ נִכָּלֵם וְלאֹ נִכָּשֵל, that 
we not feel inner shame, nor be humiliated, nor stumble/falter. I do not 
understand why the words וְלאֹ נִכָּשֵל are included. They do not seem 
to fit in,” she commented, adding that while she had strayed from 
Yiddishkeit and was no longer observant, she still recalled that this 
question had bothered her when she would bentch.

Accustomed to bentching with this נוּסָח since childhood, he 
was stymied for an answer. He began searching library volumes for a 
source for this version of bentching, but was unsuccessful. He said he 
would go home, find a bentcher which included the phrase and not 
stumble and send her a copy. He returned home, and, after some 
searching, located a copy of bentching in an old הַגָדָה. He made a 
copy, circled the words וְלאֹ נִכָּשֵל and sent it to the librarian. After he 
did this, he forgot about the incident.

Many months after the library episode, the כּוֹלֵל fellow 
received a wedding invitation. He stared at the names and was at a 
loss; he did not recognize the כַּלָה ,חָתָן or their families. He assumed 
that the invitation was some sort of mistake. “By chance”, on the day 

of the wedding, he was on the street where the wedding was taking 
place. His curiosity was aroused. He figured he would walk in and see 
who was getting married. Perhaps he could find out why he had been 
invited. He entered the hall, and found no one whom he recognized. 
As he was about to leave he said to his wife, “I guess this invitation 
must have been a mistake.”

At that same moment, someone came over and asked his 
name. When the messenger heard his name, he said, “Please come 
with me. The כַּלָה wants to speak to you.” 

“Do you not recognize me?” asked the כַּלָה. “I was the 
librarian who questioned you about the correct נוּסָח of bentching. I 
want you to know that you are the biggest תָן  .at this wedding מְחֻׁ
Indeed, if not for you, there would be no wedding. It was because of 
you that I was inspired to return to a life of תוֹרָה observance. I was 
engaged to a non Jew. Yet, I still had feelings that pulled me back to 
my ancestors’ faith. Much to my fiancé’s concern, I wavered back and 
forth. He gave me an ultimatum: either I said yes by a certain day, or 
the engagement was off. He could not marry a Jewess unprepared to 
sever all of her ties to her faith. Soon, decision day arrived, and I was 
prepared to give my answer of ‘Yes!’ to my fiancé.

“I arrived at the library, very nervous. I was about to throw 
away my religion, my parents’ religion, the religion for which so many 
had died… I walked into my office at the library, and behold, in front 
of my eyes, laying on top of my desk, was your letter. I opened the 
envelope and glaring straight at me were the words וְלאֹ נִכָּשֵל, and 
‘not stumble,’ circled in red.

“I began to scream at myself. How could you stumble like 
this and throw everything away? I was ruining my life. I called off my 
engagement and gradually became a חוֹזֶרֶת בְתְשוּבָה. Shortly 
afterward, I was blessed to meet a wonderful בֶן תוֹרָה, whom I have 
wed tonight. Thank you so much for bentching that day with such 
feeling that I was moved enough to approach you about the נוּסָח of 
the bentching.”

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

חלק ב׳  פרק כ:ד  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים שֵם ר׳  based on הֲלָכָה teaches an interesting חָפֵץ חַיִּ ר׳ אַחָא בְּ
חוּם רַש קֹהֶלֶת found in the תַנְּ דְּ זָקַת הַתוֹרָה regarding (עַל פָסוּק ב:י״ח) מִּ  ,הַחְּ
supporting תוֹרָה. If a poor person is so very unfortunate and is ‘cursed’ 
that he is unable to learn anything due to his poverty, he still can find a 
way to be blessed. If the poor person ekes out a way to use any of his 
money to support תוֹרָה, then he is לַל כְּ  counted under the [special]]  בִּ
blessing of] “ ים אֶת הַתוֹרָה …בָרוּךְ אֲשֶר יָקִּ  — Blessed is the ones who 
supports the תוֹרָה... Every curse has an opportunity of blessing.
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate. 
The ים רָש continues that this חָפֵץ חַיִּ דְּ זָקַת הַתוֹרָה is a valuable lesson in regards to מִּ  ,הַחְּ
supporting תוֹרָה. If the רָכָה  is applicable even when times are difficult and one’s money בְּ
situation is very tight, all the more appropriate is the רָכָה  if he is תוֹרָה if one supports בְּ
financially able to support תוֹרָה. 

1.What are the first words that parents should teach their child 
when the child begins talking?

2.Where is there a reference in the תּוֹרָה to מֵתִים חִיַּת הַּ  — תְּּ
resurrection of the dead?

1.From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the words: 
ֶׁה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s speech תּוֹרָה צִוָה לָנו מֹש
as he grows up (ָּם ֵּר ב .(11:19 — ד״ה לְדַב

2.The פָסוק says, to give to them [i.e., the אָבוֹת], not to you, implying that the אָבוֹת 
will be resurrected and receive the land in person ( ֵּת לָּהֶם ָּת ד״ה ל … — 11:21).

1.What are the first words that parents should teach their child 
when the child begins talking?

2.Where is there a reference in the תּוֹרָה to מֵתִים חִיַּת הַּ  — תְּּ
resurrection of the dead?

1.From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the words: 
ֶׁה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s speech תּוֹרָה צִוָה לָנו מֹש
as he grows up (ָּם ֵּר ב .(11:19 — ד״ה לְדַב

2.The פָסוק says, to give to them [i.e., the אָבוֹת], not to you, implying that the אָבוֹת 
will be resurrected and receive the land in person ( ֵּת לָּהֶם ָּת ד״ה ל … — 11:21).

An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

מָא:    ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
אֶל�וּל

Halacha 
Corner Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During the month of אֶלוּל, one should write, either at the 
beginning or at the end of a personal letter to a friend, 
wishing them a חֲתִימָה טוֹבָה תִיבָה וְּ  .כְּ

• There is a הָג  each weekday morning of שׁוֹפָר to blow the מִנְּ
חֲרִית finishes צִבּוּר after the אֶלוּל  If one davens alone, he .שַׁׁ
does not blow שׁוֹפָר.

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

A חָבֵר once heard the Steipler זַצַ״ל muttering to himself 
one night, “!אִיכאָבּ אַ סאַךְ חוֹבוֹת צוּ בּאַצאָלן — I have many 
outstanding debts to pay!” The friend understood he was 
referring to his learning obligations. He tried to reassure 
him by saying he could pay off his ’debt’ the next day. 
The Steipler shook his head and said, “ ּנײֵן! נײֵן! מאָרגן האָב
 No! No! Tomorrow I will have new — אִיךְ נײַעֶר חוֹבוֹת!
debts!” Source: Heard from R' Paysach Krohn לִיטָ״א שְׁ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
  Once someone brought 

his three year old son to the 
home of R' Yaakov Yisroel 
Kanievsky ״ל צַּ  also known as the ,זַּ
Steipler Gaon, so that the דִיק  צַּ
could start the boy’s first haircut. 
The father reminded the Steipler 
Gaon that he had also served as 
ק נְדָּ  .בְרִית at the boy’s סַּ

The Steipler Gaon 
commented with a smile, “If 
someone had made such a 
request to the Brisker Rav in 
יִם לַּ  he would have answered ,יְרוּשָּ
right away, ‘I am not a barber.’”

The boy’s father spoke 
up quickly, “But I do not mean for 
the Rebbe to give him a complete 
haircut. Just one cut, a few 
strands!”

Even so, the Steipler 
Gaon was still quite 
uncomfortable to have such an 
honor thrust upon him. With a 
little reluctance, he picked up the 
scissors and fulfilled the request, 
only because he could never turn 
down anything people asked of 
him. Then he gave the boy a very 
warm ה כָּ  and the father and ,בְרָּ
son left.

A few days later, the 
father returned to the Steipler to 
share with him the happy news 
that he had just been blessed 
with another son. The Steipler 
Gaon answered him in a very 
perturbed manner.

“For the last few days I 
just have not had any peace. Why 
did I have to make such a fuss 
over your son’s haircut? Why 
should I refuse any Jew’s request 
of me? What possessed me to 
bring the Brisker Rav into the 
story? When you asked me to cut 
the child’s hair, I should have 
done it graciously. Really, all of 
this is only because of my own 
bad מִדוֹת, and I have to ask your 
forgiveness. Please tell me that 
you forgive me completely.”
 My לְמִיד  the Steipler ,תַּ
was so agitated by the remote 
possibility of having hurt another 
person’s feelings, that he begged 
for forgiveness. Imagine if we 
intentionally hurt a friend’s 
feelings, how much more so must 
we beg for his forgiveness!

רוּךְ! יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּ
רֶבִי Your                        ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Steipler (with kind permission CIS)

And We Shall Not Stumble

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

The current Pirchei Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  עֶרֶב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. Beginning שַׁ
this week and continuing in the weeks 
leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  ,and beyond קַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה  מִנְחָּ
every ת בָּ  Learn for an hour or .עֶרֶב שַׁ
more and get an additional entry into 
the raffle. There is no particular לִמּוּד to 
learn — you can even review  א יִם מִקְרָּ שְנַׁ
רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ  If you arrange for a group to .וְאֶחָּ
learn in person or on the phone, and 
have a שִעוּר to learn about ת בָּ  or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ
ת בָּ ת שַׁ  you will receive an extra ,קִדּוּשַׁ
entry in the raffle. The contest is open 
for boys of all ages up to 12th grade. To 
join this program, please send your 
weekly fax to 7185069633 or email to: 
erevshabboslearningprogram@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your 
name, grade, ה  city, state, and ,יְשִיבָּ
contact # and your name will be entered 
into a drawing for a beautiful set of 
שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ !מִקְרָּ

…לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי 
 A psalm of David, ה׳ is my light and my 

salvation … (הִלִים כ״ז  (תְּ
It is a widely accepted הָג  to recite this מִנְּ
ק רֶּ הִלִים in פֶּ לוּל from תְּ שׁ אֶּ  until ראֹשׁ חוֹדֶּ
ת רֶּ מִינִי עֲצֶּ הָג This .שְּׁ רָשׁ is based on the מִנְּ  מִדְּ
which explains: ה׳  — ה׳ אוֹרִי  is my light, 
refers to עִי ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה יִשְּׁ  and my — וְּ
salvation, refers to סֻכֹה ,יוֹם כִפוּר נֵנִי בְּ פְּ  — יִצְּ
He will hide in me in His shelter, refers to 
 ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה The implication is that on .סֻכוֹת
 helps us see the light and gives us the ה׳
opportunity to do שׁוּבָה  ה׳ ,יוֹם כִפוּר On .תְּ
provides us salvation by forgiving our sins. 
When the יוֹם טוֹב of סֻכוֹת arrives, we have 
been forgiven for our sins; ה׳ shelters us 
from our enemies and other dangers, just 
as ה׳ sheltered our forefathers when they 
were in the בָר .Wilderness — מִדְּ

Understanding
Davening
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A few days before Pesach, a needy 
blacksmith approached the Beis Halevi with 

an unusual question.

Rebbi, is one Yotzei the 
Arba Kosos on Seder night if 

ONE uses four glasses of milk, 
instead of wine?

Milk? ...my son, Do 
you need to drink milk 
for health reasons? No, no. Uh... i just 

can’t afford wine for 
the whole family.

Why did you 
give the blacksmith such 

a large sum of money? Wine 
for arba kosos costs far 
less than the amount you 

gave him!

When people come to 
me asking questions, they 

rely on my knowledge of the 
four volumes of Shulchan 

Aruch...

and then there 
is a fifth volume - 

common sense.

The blacksmith asked if he could 
use milk for ‘all’ four cups - this 

means that he does not have any fleish 
for the seder meal! he needed enough 
money to buy more than just wine; he 

also needs to buy meat!

No, you cannot 
use milk for arba kosos. 
But here,  take these 50 
rubles to buy wine for 

your seder! rebbi, I... I... just 
cannot Thank you 

enough! chag kosher 
v’sameach!

R' Yosef Dov (Yoshe Ber) Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל, (magnum opus the וִי ית הַלֵּ  was born in Nisvizh (near ,(בֵּ
Minsk, Belarus) to ב  At the age of 11, his father brought him to Volozhin to learn .רִבְקָה and ר׳ יִצְחָק זְאֵּ
under ר׳ יִצְחָק אִיצְקוֹבִיץ זַצַ״ל, his uncle (also known as R’ Itzeleh). In 1853, the נְצִיב and the וִי ית הַלֵּ  were בֵּ
asked to lead the יְשִיבָה, with the נְצִיב as ראֹש יְשִיבָה and the וִי ית הַלֵּ פֶר as his assistant. His בֵּ וִי ,סֵּ ית הַלֵּ  ,בֵּ
was published in 1863. In 1865, he was presented with a כְתַב רַבָנוּת by a delegation from Slutzk, where he 
served as רָב for nearly 10 years. His תַלְמִידִים in Slutsk included ף  the Rogatchover) זַצַ״ל Rosen ר׳ יוֹסֵּ
Gaon) and ר׳ שְלֹמֹה זַלְמַן סֶנְדֶר כַהַנָא Shapiro זַצַ״ל (whose תַלְמִידִים included ר׳ יַעֲקֹב Kamenetsky זַצַ״ל and  ר׳
 and the wealthy eventually forced him to מַשְכִילִים His unbending battle against the .(זַצַ״ל Kotler אַהֲרֹן
leave Slutsk. The וִי ית הַלֵּ ר׳ יְהוּדָה  then moved to Warsaw where he cultivated a close relationship with בֵּ
וִי In 1875, a delegation from Brisk invited the .(שְפַת אֱמֶת the) גוּר of אריה לייב אלתר ית הַלֵּ  ’to replace R בֵּ

Yehoshua Leib Diskin זַצַ״ל as רָב, where he served as רָב for 17 years until his פְטִירָה. 

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

קִי זַצַ״ל סְׂ רָאֵל קַנִיֶבְׂ  the Steipler Gaon, was born to ,ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִשְׂ
רָכָה and (שׁוֹחֵט a local) ר׳ חַיִים פֶרֶץ  .in Tashon, Ukraine ,בְׂ
Shortly after his father’s טִירָה  he went to learn (at age 11) פְׂ

under ‘Der Alter’ at Novardok. At the age of 19, the Alter sent רָאֵל  ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִשְׂ
to Rogachov to head a שִׁיבָה  there. After a stint in the Russian army, he was יְׂ
appointed שִׁיבָה שַׁעַרֵי  of Novardok in Bialystock. In 1925, he published ראֹשׁ יְׂ
בוּנָה יָם sought the Steipler as a husband for his sister חֲזוֹן אִישׁ The .תְׂ  who ,מִרְׂ
he married in 1926. In 1934, רָאֵל  and moved to חֲזוֹן אִישׁ joined the ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִשְׂ
רַק נֵי בְׂ הִלַת יַעֲקֹב where he authored the ,בְׂ כַת פֶרֶץ ,קְׂ  His .חַיֵי עוֹלָם and בִרְׂ
קוּת תוֹרָה and צִדְׂ לוּת בְׂ  were legendary and his advice was sought after גַדְׂ
worldwide.
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One year, a לְמִיד חָכָם ק in תַּ  נִפְטָר was בְנֵי בְרַּ
before פּוּרִים. One of his לְמִידִים  came תַּ
over to the Steipler to  discuss matters 
concerning the לְמָנָה  Suddenly, the .אַּ
Steipler said, “Take some of my צָה  to מַּ
the לְמָנָה צָה She cannot afford hand .אַּ  .מַּ
Be careful to say that this is not a 
personal gift, just mention that it is my 
צָה לְמִיד The ”.מַּ  It is“ ,חָבֵר told a תַּ
impossible to describe the excitement and 
tears when I told her, ‘I have צָה  for you from the מַּ
Steipler for ח סַּ  ”’!פֶּּ

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ה אֶת ה׳ אֱלֹקֶיךָ   ךְ כִי אִם לְיִרְאָּ ה ה׳ אֱלֹקֶיךָ שֹׁאֵל מֵעִמָּ אֵל מָּ ה יִשְרָּ …וְעַתָּ
Now, O אֵל your G ,ה׳ what does ,יִשְרָּ d, ask of you? Only to 

fear ה׳, your G d … (רִים י:יב (דְבָּ
Rav Chaim Volozhiner זַצַ״ל offers an interesting and practical 

explanation of this סוּק  in other words, a — ה׳ One who truly fears .פָּ
person who is only in awe of ה׳ — will merit that he fears nothing or no 
one else. On the other hand, one who does not fear ה׳ is, 
unfortunately, going to be scared of everything, even his own shadow. 
Consequently, מֹׁשֶה told אֵל  since they were compelled to fear ,כְלַל יִשְרָּ
something, they should realize to focus their fear only on ה׳. Thus, they 
will have no reason to fear anything else. Moshe said to אֵל  All“ ,כְלַל יִשְרָּ
 you will relieve ,ה׳ is asking of you is that you fear Him.” By fearing ה׳
yourselves of all other sources of fear.

The Baal Shem Tov זַצַ״ל offers an interesting interpretation 
to the words מַיִם  While the usual term refers to .ה׳ fear of ,יִרְאַת שָּ
man’s fear of ה׳, the Baal Shem Tov defines it as the fear that ה׳ has for 
His nation. Of course, ה׳ fears nothing. However, there is a form of fear 
that applies in this circumstance, which can be explained through a 
ל שָּ  .an analogy, of a father and teaching his young child about safety ,מָּ

A father, desiring to protect his child from injury, warns his 

youngster that if he goes where he does not belong, he will be 
punished. For instance, parents tell their young children never to run 
into the street, for fear they might be hurt by a passing car. In order to 
reinforce our warning, parents “attach” the fear of punishment. The 
young child will almost invariably stay away from the street, but not 
for the right reason. The youngster only fears his parent’s punishment, 
not the possibility of any injury that may result from his own 
carelessness.

The same idea applies to our relationship with ה׳. We are 
warned regarding various עֲבֵרוֹת, transgressions. Each ה  carries with עֲבֵרָּ
it a different category of punishment. ה׳ attaches a punishment to the 
sins so that we will be careful not to transgress. In reality when we err 
and sin, we are hurting our ה מָּ  souls, and that is the real reason why ,נְשָּ
we must not sin.
 fears for our spiritual health and welfare. He fears we ה׳ 
might do something foolish, something harmful to ourselves. This is 
referred to as a מַיִם  has for our spiritual ה׳ the fears that ,יִרְאַת שָּ
welfare. He only punishes to guide us to the right path and would 
prefer that we never need to be punished in the first place.

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheibaum) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  
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