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Hishtadlus of a Fundraiser

Ask any fundraiser about siyata d’shmaya and he will tell you that it’s the first thing you learn on the job. In a
schmooze many years ago Rav Mendel Weinbach, zt”/, told a story that he heard from Rav Moshe Sternbuch,
shlita. Reb Moshe was a 13-year-old bochur learning in Schneider’s yeshiva in London at the start of the Second
World War. As can be imagined, with England’s tragic evacuation of Dunkirk, the bombing of London and food
rationing, there was precious little interest or money in the Jewish community to fund a yeshiva.

One afternoon, the rosh yeshiva called on all the bochurim to help raise money necessary to keep operating. He
gave each boy three addresses and told them to visit the homes on his list that afternoon and ask the householder
for a donation. Little Moshe approached the first house on his list and knocked at the door with great trepidation.
The door opened and the man of the house asked him what he wanted. He was quite shy, and as he squeaked out
his request the man slammed the door in his face. Chagrined, but soldiering on, he hesitantly knocked at the door
of the second house, and heard the angry bark of a large dog behind it. Moshe was deathly afraid of dogs and ran
away.

Although almost thoroughly disheartened, he nevertheless heeded his rebbe’s command and approached the
third address. It was a large and very prosperous looking house surrounded by a high fence. At the entrance was
a sign that read “BEWARE OF DOG". That was just too much for Reb Moshe, and he ran back to the yeshiva. In the
morning, after davening, the rosh yeshiva came over to him with a wide smile. “Yasher koach, Reb Moshe, you
saved the yeshiva” he said, shaking his hand vigorously. Bewildered, Reb Moshe answered, “I’'m sorry, but the rosh
yeshiva must be mistaken”. He then proceeded to explain his very unsuccessful mission, not omitting a single
detail. “Are you a kofir?” roared the rosh yeshiva. “Do you really think that | trusted in you to raise all the money
we needed? We had to do our hishtadlus, and Hakodosh Baruch Hu brings us the money. This morning a man came
into the yeshiva and gave me a check for all the money we need to keep operating for the foreseeable future. By
doing your hishtadlus you saved the yeshiva, Reb Moshe.”

For the Sake of a Mitzvah

The Vilna Gaon lived a very simple life, but for the sake of a mitzvah, he was willing to pay any price. One year,
there was a severe drought, and there were absolutely no esrogim to be found in all of Vilna. The community sent
a messenger to travel across Europe to find an esrog, so that at least the Vilna Gaon should have one. He traveled
everywhere, but could not find an esrog anywhere. He was about to give up. Then, he stayed at an inn, and he
saw that the innkeeper had a beautiful esrog! He asked the innkeeper to sell it to him, and he could name any
price. However, the innkeeper said that it was not for sale. When the messenger told him that it would be for the
Vilna Gaon, the innkeeper said that in that case, he is willing to give it as a gift to the Vilna Gaon. However, the
condition is that whatever reward the Vilna Gaon gets in Olam Haba for doing this mitzvah should go to the
innkeeper. The messenger was uncomfortable with this condition, but he had no choice, so he agreed.
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When he returned to Vilna, the Vilna Gaon was very happy to see the esrog. However, then the messenger told
him the condition that he had to accept. To his surprise, the Vilna Gaon was not upset, but was happy. He said
that he always wanted the opportunity to do a mitzvah completely lishmah, and now he finally had the
opportunity, since he will receive absolutely no reward for this mitzvah!

Welcoming the Shabbos

Reb Isser’l was a successful textile merchant. He sold all sorts of material and he had a sterling reputation for
selling the finest fabrics. As busy as he was, he was still always careful to close his store on Friday at noon. No
matter what, when chatzos came, which is noon time, everything stopped in the honor of Shabbos.

This commitment was put to a trying test, one Friday when a wealthy nobleman entered Reb Isser’l’s store,
inspecting the quality of his most superior cloth. The nobleman requested large quantities of the finest fabrics to
be put to one side. The order, when completed, would bring Reb Isser’l much wealth; it looked like a windfall had
come his way. Such customers do not come by every day! The measurements were in the middle of being taken,
while the clock continued to tick. It reached chatzos.

“Sorry sir, | must stop now, as my store is closing. Please come back on Sunday morning, when our business
reopens,” said Reb Isser'l. The wealthy man responded, "Isser’l, | must have the cloth today; it will only take 15
minutes or so, then | will be gone.” Reb Isser’l explained that although he wanted to be of service, business always
ceased at midday on Friday. The transaction could not be completed now. Sunday was the only option. The
merchant made it clear that it was either ‘now or never’. He would take his business elsewhere. It was a chance of
a lifetime. Throwing away such an opportunity would seem ridiculous by most. However, Reb Isser'l would not be
swayed. He viewed it differently. For him this was an opportunity to show his true love and dedication
for Shabbos. With that in mind, he proudly shut his store, while the merchant stormed off.

In Shamayim nothing goes unnoticed. It was decided that material riches would not suffice as his reward; it would
need to be something eternal. Reb Isser’l was granted a child whom he named Moshe. Moshe grew up to become
the famous Rama who continues to light up the world with his Torah.

Who Was That Boy?

As | was once speaking to someone who attends the same shul as | do, he told me that he once heard a particularly
moving speech from Rav Simcha Kook z”l, Rav of Rechovot. Rav Kook mentioned how he had heard the Ponovezher
Rav relate the following personal story:

During my years spent in Europe, | was hired to learn with a certain boy who was very weak in his learning. As |
began studying with him, | could see that he was struggling to make any significant progress, and | felt that my
time was not being used most judiciously. | then made up my mind that the next day | would tell him that | would
no longer learn with him.
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Later that evening, as | stood in the ezras nashim | heard someone crying. Looking down, | saw that it was this very
boy | would learn this. He was holding onto the aron kodesh and crying, “Hashem, | want to learn your Torah!”
When | heard this, | said to myself, “If he has such conviction and resolve to learn despite his weaknesses, | am
going to stick with him.”

“Let me tell you about this boy,” concluded the Ponovezher Rav. “He went onto become one of the most respected
Torah giants of history whose insights we study to this very day.”

As Rav Kook related this incident which he had directly heard from the Ponovezher Rav, he continued to relate
what he did immediately following the speech:

“Eagerly curious to find out the name of this boy, | followed the Ponovezher Rav all the way to his house. But he
refused to tell me his name. But | was persistent. Walking up to his door, as he was about to close it, | stuck my
foot inside.

“Rebbe,” | said, “l will not let this door close until you tell me who that boy was.” Hesitantly, he told me his name.
And | can vouch that he grew up to become a venerable Torah sage whose revered words we study to this very
day.

“And then there | was,” said my friend to me in Shul. Rav Kook did not reveal who this boy was, but | was also
especially intrigued to discover his name. And so, | literally and figuratively followed in Rav Kook’s footsteps.
Walking behind him all the way to his house, | continuously asked him, “Rebbe what was the name of this boy?”
But he likewise refused to divulge who this illustrious sage was. And so, | did the same as Rav Kook himself had
done. I stuck my foot in the door and said, “I will not leave until you tell me who it is.”

“I am sorry,” said Rav Kook, “but the Ponovezher Rav told it only to me and | cannot tell you.”
“No,” | adamantly said, “the same way he told you, you tell me.”

He finally agreed to tell me. Now it was my turn. And so, | asked the man who this mysterious figure was.
Fortunately, | got away without sticking my foot in any door.

It was Rav Elchanan Wasserman hy”“d, famed ta/mid of the Chofetz Chaim and author of numerous works whose
words echo to this day in every beis medrash around the world.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. What announcement is made in this week’s nv99 that is similar in style to
an announcement that is made in the 9nox nYn? !

2. Which almost identical m¥n is mentioned in both this week’s and in last
week’s Nv19? How are they different?

3. List two places in the n71M a 9NN N is mentioned.?

4. When in this week’s nw19 do we find a similar expression that was used in
apy> no7a regarding J2INY?

5. List 9 instances that clothing or a No5n regarding clothing is mentioned in
this week’s nwa.

6. | can beayip,
| can be a measurement,
| can be something tied together,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

7. I was required by D80 NDY,
With me a ©y occurred in the 721,
My removal can be a sign of honor,
My removal can be a sign of disgrace,
My accessory was used as a metaphor for insignificance,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

Need a hint?
L n the nw19 of N¥oN
2 One of the times was not the halachic »xm nay




Angwers

1. In the NYn is says 1722 XON THNN IWN WINRD NWY> N59” and in this week’s NWA9 it says
by the mxn of NYON is says 7PNAN N NN 132> KD TUN WIND MUY N7,

2. The y7that a newlywed doesn’t fight in the army - 82X X¥> X5, However, last week’s
Nv19 was the Na5n regarding an NOYIX while this week’s nw9 was regarding mw
WX, Additionally, by an NN the husband must still help in the army camp while
during vy MY he doesn’t need to go at all. See »vA.

3. Inthis week’s w19 and X8 N9 - SN is described as a 1NN NY. (Additionally, the group
of cows in Ny19’s dream was referred to as INN N. In 793 WO we find 90 was referred to as a axn N.)

4. Both y2w1 and the 791 in this week’s nwn9 are called N PwNA.

5. 1) The clothing of a 98N Ny
2) By nman nawn
3) NYN N2 1) ¥a7N)
4) VLYY waON N
5) By n¥>N it says 7 TMDI M YaAIN Dy”.
6) By ¥ DW NI it says VYN NP 099 NI .
7) By the 779N of PaN MWK says 7PaN 930 No» RO
8) By the mxmn to return the yown of a »y it says "nndwa 10wy,
9) By the Mo to take a yown from an NIOX it says NYIYX T2 YAND NI).

6. |canbeayyp, - IDW 2P
| can be a measurement, - NN NONRN MIVY MY
| can be something tied together, - (D2, 79) NTVA Y NNOYN
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I? - An 9y

7. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

I am used to describe a strength, - MIN MYUND
| am used to describe a kingdom, - of T2y — (0, M) Ha2 YMOHN MYWNI M
| am used to describe a nation, - PYNY - (5,75 pba) "PoNY DN MYNTY!
INIY DD — (3N TOURI2 7Y 1Y) PNINIRIAN THPYNY
I am used to describe a type of produce, - N — TNHT MYNRI
| am used to describe wool, - DN MYRY
I am used to describe a y29p, - (1 28PN VIPYRD 2P DNYN ONY
0,5 0N) 7DIPVIP PYNY’ 10
Add a letter to my name and | am the name of a nwM9. - PYUNI2
Two of the above instances are in this week’s nwna. - 7MIN and NN VNI
Who am I? - UKD

L,ARD 9T 12 RN PVY NTIIAR — ROV NRITY
91 1090 TONIHYR 12 TIT PN ,NTY APY TIT NA N9 1972 ,H7T DNIAR 12 DIRY 7YY
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNY Mot 93°
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Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

When one builds a maakeh (fence) around his roof, whom is he protecting?
Himself: if Hashem wants the person to get hurt, he’ll fall and get hurt somewhere else, even on level ground.
The Torah says, “Build a fence so that YOU won't be the cause of it!™

How does avoiding shaatnez give honor to the Bais Hamikdash?

We are not allowed to wear garments of wool and linen because this combination was used in the special
paroches in the Bais Hamikdash. Similarly, we aren’t allowed to build homes modeled after the Bais
Hamikdash, nor concoct ketores for personal use.?

Hashem used the phrase, “nnavi on7w waTh 847 ° to tell us not to seek peace with Moav, because they
hired Bilam to curse us. When did Bilam use these words to tell someone to stay away from US?

In the times of the Romans, Unkelos bar Klonikus, the nephew of the evil Titus, used sorcery to ask Bilam if he
should convert and join Bnei Yisrael. Bilam quoted this pasuk, using these words to discourage him from
positively associating with us, borrowing a phrase originally said about himself!*

A pointy peg can be used to protect from physical schmutz, and spiritual schmutz. How?
Soldiers are told, “Have a peg among 3)7x (your weapons), with which to dig a bathroom hole.” Likewise, it
would be wise to use a peg-like finger to close 77X (your ears) if you encounter inappropriate speech.®

“...wU'x7 nwyr Nd>d” — Regarding whom is this declaration written?
e Someone who declines to perform yibum.’
e Haman announced this when honoring Mordechai.?
e Originally, Haman suggested this phrase to Achashveirosh in hopeful reference to HIMSELF.?

A short woman is less likely to have to repeat the chalitzah process. Why?

During the chalitzah process, the woman spits on the ground in front of the yavam (her deceased husband’s
brother). If her spit is carried away by the wind without first passing in front of the yavam, such as when she is
taller than him, she must spit again. If her spit passed by him, and was then carried away by the wind before it
landed on the ground, such as when she is shorter than him, the chalitzah is valid.*

JUST CURIOUS

Is there such athing as a bas sorreres u’morah?
The pasuk specifies that these halachos apply only to a “ben”*, because a girl is unlikely to become addicted
to eating and drinking.*
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If a ben soreir u’moreh has done everything necessary to become chayav, can his parents save him
from punishment by being mocheil him, or is it too late?
They can be mocheil him.*

A ben soreir u’'moreh is preemptively killed in his youth, because if we allow him to sustain his
negative habits he will eventually become a murderer. Why is he killed by s’kilah (stoning), if a
murderer’s typical punishment is sayif (death by sword)?
His dismissal of his parents’ warnings is akin to cursing them, which is punishable by s’kilah.**
Since he views olam hazeh as intended purely for enjoyment, he earns the status of an apikores and
idolater, who is punishable by skilah.™
His punishment of s’kilah is appropriate because he will violate Shabbos®®, either by killing on
Shabbos'’, or by carrying his stolen goods in reshus harabim®.
Beis Din punishes an individual act of murder with sayif. However, since a ben soreir u’'moreh is
destined to kill many people, he earns the preemptive, more severe punishment of skilah.*®
If someone is pursued by a rodeif who seeks to kill him, the potential victim is allowed to defend himself
by killing his pursuer in any way necessary, including s’kilah. Since the ben soreir u’'moreh is destined
to be such a rodeif, he receives preemptive skilah now.*

Chazal list the trajectory of a ben soreir u’moreh: he will use up his parents’ money in pursuit of his
bad habits, he will rob and kill, and he will eventually forget his learning. Therefore, the Torah instructs
that he be killed before he has the opportunity to achieve such guilt.* This child is clearly struggling
with some severely negative behaviors —why are we equally concerned about the fact that he will
forget the sugyos that he learned?

Even as he murders and steals, there is still hope, and he can still do teshuva. However, when he becomes
detached from the Torah, he loses access to his route of return.?

When a ben soreir u’moreh is killed, all of Bnei Yisrael are supposed to hear about it and be scared.?
What'’s so scary? These halachos only apply to boys, of a very limited age, and it’s almost impossible
to fulfill all of the requirements to become chayav. Those who hear about it have almost nothing to
worry about!
¢ Although most people can’'t qualify as an actual ben soreir u'moreh, everyone needs to learn the
lessons of this mitzvah: parents should teach their children to have good middos and give them
mussar, and children should listen to their parents.?*
This mitzvah reminds us that sometimes even a loving father must deliver consequences to a ben
soreir u'moreh. Likewise, even though we are banim to Avinu SheBashamayim, we shouldn’t abuse this
status and ;gnore Hashem’s instructions, thereby acting like a ben soreir u’'moreh who must be brought
to beis din.
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Does the Torah care if a species becomes extinct?
Although killing animals is mutar, one cannot do so in a way which contributes to the destruction of a species,
such as by slaughtering a mother animal and her child in one day, or taking a mother bird and her child at

Soldiers must maintain cleanliness, and designate a place outside of their camp to use as the
bathroom.?” They are risking their lives to defend us, and probably getting pretty muddy in the
process. Why is it so important that their tents not be near the bathroom?

e The neshamos of Bnei Yisrael are attached to the Shechina. This is especially true regarding the select
tzaddikim who remained to fight after anyone with aveiros was dismissed, and the middah of nekiyus
(cleanliness) can bring them to ruach hakodesh.?®
When enemy messengers see such a holy army camp, they will be impressed by Bnei Yisrae
This requirement reminds the soldiers that Hashem is with them, which gives them chizuk, focuses
therr;oon serving Hashem, and helps them avoid the temptations which they will encounter while at
war.

|29

IN YOUR OPINION

Let’s say you’re traveling, and it’s very difficult to maintain your usual standards in avodas Hashem,
such as focused davening and serious learning. Is it OK to say, “Let’s consider today a temporary
exception, and when | get back home I’ll start over”?

The Torah doesn’t recognize “forfeit” to the yetzer hara, and provides guidance in all situations. Even when a
soldier is away from home, and has a strong temptation towards aveirah, the Torah provides strategies, and
directs him to maintain his usual diligence.**

What percentage of the people who live near you do you know, so far?

When the Torah instructs us to return a lost object, whose owner is not immediately known, it takes for granted
that the object must have fallen from, “A DISTANT person whom you don’t know.” If it was the aveidah of a
LOCAL neighbor, how could one not recognize from whom it fell? We should have such ahavas Yisrael and
close relationships with our neighbors that we can immediately identify the owner of a lost obejct!*

Is there anything you do that might unintentionally make someone else feel jealous or lacking?

When plowing, we are not allowed to attach an ox and a donkey to work together.*® Since the ox chews its cud,
and the donkey does not, the donkey will notice his “partner” constantly chewing, and feel upset, thinking that
the ox got more food than him.** If this degree of sensitivity is required when dealing with animals, certainly we
should be considerate regarding other people!®®

Every husband should feel that his wife is the best. What’s a good strategy to accomplish this?
A new chosson is supposed to spend a year of quality time with his wife, so he gets very accustomed to her,
and begins to feel that HER habits are “normal,” while those of all other women are foreign.*

2%y A RE,NNAWAY AT DR D'NANT LNTAY "0d10n DR NYAYIE DR 21w AUNT T PR nar Lt famn

,NT W7 'N "D 0*awN1 DAY ' 70T ,NNAITY? AWORT NN 9"V N7 Y7 "Mm" 2 Tan? nwpT (I nntp? 'R vty nn

e qioal w"iy a"swn nninn I ND01 X"V™MY 'POIR'O17 NNR M 7w 1y 9"y] .l
73" a"
8 1"opn 71NN 190
ov
*n"n"m
3" X" n T
32

29

22" nImYb TR
1 3."D

34 T"”-r

* Growth Through Torah quoting Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz

**1"9pn 1NN 190

33

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com




CHAYEINH A Life of Truth

!})&g!}!b‘ Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
JNan' own N

“Shalom Alaichem, Rabbosai!” the Kominker Rav' greeted the Yidden of the town he had arrived in. “It was so thoughtful of all of you to come
out and greet me. Thank you so much! Now, if you will excuse me, it is time for me to start getting ready for the wiTiz naw var7n. Where is
the n17n?” “Anshuldiks Rebbe,” one of them uneasily replied, “we are a little bit embarrassed to tell you this, but there is no nij7n in this town.”
The Rebbe was surprised, “No njjn? How could that be?” “Actually Rebbe, there is a nijn, but it is very run down, and we don't have the
money to fix it. We are all very, very poor, and we can barely support our families.” The Rebbe looked at them questioningly, “but there must
be at least one 1123, one rich person in this town?” Noting the knowing glances they were exchanging, the Rebbe exclaimed, “Ah! | can tell by
the way you're looking at each other that there is a rich person in the town. Why don’t you approach him for money to repair the njpn?!”
Everyone began talking at once. “Rebbe, the one rich person in the town, his name is Mechal. He is the greatest miser!” “...the stingiest person!”
“...the biggest |'vin 1¥!” The Rebbe quickly cried out, “No. Stop! | don’t want to hear i |iw'? about Mechal, especially since he is such a j* 7y,
and he is going to pay for the entire njjm.” The people thought that the Rebbe didn’t understand them, “Rebbe, you don't understand. Mechal
doesn’t pay for anything! Mechal is a tzudraiteh! Der Mechal...” “| told you,” the Rebbe again interrupted them, “I don’t want to hear v jiw'!”
“But Rebbe!” someone called out, “we have to tell you this before you approach Mechal! He beats his wife! He screams! He curses! He doesn’t
pay his own grocery billl You'll never get a penny of tzedukka from Mechal!” “| told you, Rabbosai,” the Rebbe said firmly, “| don’'t want to hear
lashon hara! Every T'x has a 7unn 77 20! Every T'x has a nwiTn nnwa! You just have to know how to touch it. | guarantee you, my
friends, | will get Mechal to pay for the njjm!” Everyone walked away in disbelief. They said to one another, “The Kominker Rav thinks that he
is going to get Mechal to pay for the njjpn. Boy is he in for a big surprise! The Rebbe just doesn’t know Mechal!” But let me tell you something,
it would be the people of that town who would be in for a big surprise, because they didn’t know the Kominker Rav, and this is the story.

Mechal the miser woke up in the morning, yelled at his children that the negel vasser had dripped a little bit onto his plush carpet, yelled at his
wife that breakfast wasn’t cooking yet, and then he took out the garbage. He made sure to shake out the paper bag that it had been in, after all,
he reasoned, you could use the bag at least six times before you have to throw it away, and that's when the Rebbe’s gabbai approached him.

“‘Anshuldiks, is your name Mechal the Tzadik?”

‘Mechal the Tzadik?! 'm no Tzadik! What exactly do you want?!”

“‘Anshuldiks, | see you're a great 11y also. You know, my Rebbe, a great j7'7¥, the Kominker Rav, is here in town.”
Mechal snarled, “he’s not going to get a penny from me!”

“He really doesn’t want any money from you.”

“Oh yeah,” shouted Mechal, “then what are you standing here for?!”

Proudly, the Rebbe’s gabbai told Mechal why he had come. “The Rebbe would like to talk to you. He feels that the np12 myw, the gateways
in 'y of blessing are open, and he asked me to come here and invite you over to his house so he can give you a np12.” It sounded too good
to be true! “A blessing?! But you told him I'm not paying for it, right?!” “He knows that,” the gabbai assured Mechal, “The Rebbe knows that you
don't pay for anything. It's okay. You can come over, at your leisure.” Mechal was intrigued. “Alright. I'm going to first go back into my house to

finish yelling at my wife and kids, and then | will come over.” “iTias 107 DX 7¢ iix",” said the gabbai warmly, “whenever you want.”

Shortly, an exhausted Mechal walked over to the Rebbe’s house. Mechal wondered if other people had such difficulties with their families. My
family is impossible to live with! I've got to scream at them from morning till night! Maybe this Rabbi can give me some type of blessing about
this. With this in mind, Mechel entered the Kominker Rav’s room, and was greeted by the Rebbe, “Ah Mechal! It is such a pleasure to see you!
Mechaleh, Mechaleh, as my gabbai has told you, not always can | explain to you exactly how this works, but this is the ayn right now. The
situation is such that you, my dear, dear friend, can now get a np"2 for whatever you want! Ask me. What do you want?” “Rabbi,” Mechal began,
“My wife! Ah! She makes me so much fzaros! It's impossible to run a house this way! SHE GETS ANGRY! SHE SCREAMS! SHE KEEPS
SCREAMING ALL DAY! | CAN'T TAKE SOMEONE WHO SCREAMS ALL THE TIME!” “Mechal. Mechal,” the Rebbe said gently, “sit down.
Relax. Look what you just did. You broke your pen into six pieces. Sit down nicely on the chair, Mechal. Take a DEEP breath.”

“‘Rebbe!” Mechal continued. ‘Il CAN'T TAKE IT WITH MY WIFE! | CAN'T TAKE IT ANYMORE! SHE KEEPS GETTING ANGRY! | CAN’T TAKE
HER TEMPER! | CAN'T TAKE HER TEMPER!” The Rebbe listened empathetically, nodded, and said, “I see. Trust me, Mechal, | see the whole
problem. But tell me, my friend Mechal,” the Kominker Rav asked, “if your wife indeed is so bad, like you make her out to be, have you ever
entertained the idea of divorcing her?” Mechal was taken aback, “Rabbi! Do you know how much that costs?! Forget it! Too much money!” The
Rebbe just nodded. “So, tell me Mechal, back to this n72. What blessing, Mechal, can | give you?” “I was thinking, Rabbi, if you can give me
a blessing...” Mechal trailed off, “| don’t know quite how to say this, but maybe you can give me uh uh uh... you know what | mean, Rabbi?’
“‘Don’t tell me, Mechal,” the Rebbe suggested, “that you would like a blessing that your wife should suddenly become better?” Mechal vehemently
shook his head, “Impossible! That’s not going to happen! No blessing is going to do that. What I'd like Rabbi...” Mechal glanced nervously toward

1R’ Shalom’l, the Kominker Rav, was a talmid of the Ropshitzer Rav, and the Sar Shalom of Belz. He was 1091 on n""Ma 'n lwn ' (1851) /
Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #83, Dial-A-Shiur
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the window, “let me close the window shades if you don’t mind. | don’t want anyone to get the wrong idea. Rabbi, you think you could give me a
blessing that she should like uh... pass away from this world?” “Let me get this perfectly straight, Mechal. You want me to give you a blessing
that your wife should pass away?” Mechal jumped up, “YEAH! THAT WOULD SOLVE ALL MY PROBLEMS, RABBI!" “I| must say, Mechal, over
the years | have had all sorts of requests for blessings, but | must admit to you, this is the very, very first time that anyone asked me for a blessing
like that.” “Rabbi!” Mechal excitedly explained, “this the best thing for me! It's the cheapest, and best thing! It solves all my problems! What do
you say, Rabbi!? Come on! It’s very simple. Give me a blessing that uh- that uh- duh...” “...that your wife should pass away. Mechal,” the Rebbe
said enthusiastically, “l have an idea for you! It won't be easy. You have to be willing to follow my instructions exactly. Are you prepared, Mechal?”
“Rabbil If | get what | want, I'll do anything!” The Rebbe began, “Here is my plan. The x1na says that if someone promises something, and he
does not pay up on his promise, terrible things can happen to him. He can begin to lose members of his family, beginning with his wife; but in
your case, this is what you are looking for.” Mechal was confused, “I don’t get it, Rabbi. What do you want me to do?” “Go to the shul tonight,
make a public announcement that you are going to pay to repair the entire nyjmn, then, don’t pay.” Mechal smiled broadly, “l GOT IT! The xna
says, that if you promise to pay for something and you don’t do it, then that person... the members of his family pass away, WHICH IS EXACTLY!
RABBI! YOU’RE A GENIOUS!” Smiling, the Kominker Rav said, “Trust me my dear friend, Mechal, I'm not half as smart as you are.” Mechal
just raved, “That still makes you a genius!”

That night, between nnan and 2 yn, Mechal the miser walked over to the bima and made an announcement. “...and so! | intend to repair the
entire mikveh!” No one could believe what they were hearing. Their surprise, however, was short lived. As soon as the n*xaa went over to him
for the check, he made another announcement. “I changed my mind! I'm not paying for anything!” “But Mechal,” a gabbai said to him, “you
promised! Do you know what could happen to a person if he promises something and doesn’t do it?” Mechal smiled, “Yes, | do!” Everyone just
shrugged, and walked away. After all, could they have expected any more from Mechal? They shouldn’t have believed him to start with! Several
days later, a rather angry Mechal the miser came storming into the Kominker Rav’s room. “RABBI! YOUR PLAN IS A FAILURE! AND ALL
YOU DID WAS EMBARRASS ME IN FRONT OF THE ENTIRE TOWN!” The Rebbe gently comforted him, “Mechal. Mechal. Please, take it
easy. What's the problem?” “I’s already a couple of days since | made that promise. Since | made that promise, people think that I'm
cheap!” “Oy vey!” the Rebbe compassionately exclaimed, “| wonder why they would think that?” “And as for my wife,” Mechal continued, “she’s
stronger than ever! This plan is not working! She’s yelling at me even louder than before! This is terrible! This plan is a failure! Hey Rabbi! How
could you do such a thing like this to me?!” Mechal started crying, “people,” he sniffed, “people aren’t going to like me anymore.”

The Kominker Rav calmed Mechal down. “Mechal, Mechal, let me ask you something. In the last couple of days, did you yell at your wife?” “Of
course, | did,” said Mechal. “Did you scream and throw things around the house?” “Of course, | do that every day!” “Mechal, that’s the problem,”
explained the Rebbe, “The plan would have worked. The problem is that you keep saving your wife!” Mechal was shocked. “What do you mean
that | keep saving my wife?! How do | save her?!” “The x1na says,” the Kominker Rav continued, “that if ni'?¢ji on it was bashert for someone
to die, if that person gets embarrassed, the embarrassment could be instead of dying. So, very possibly this plan would have worked a long time
ago, but every day you embarrass your wife, you yell at her, you throw things around the house, you scare her, and instead of dying, she’s yotzai
her dying with that! That's her n093! Mechal, you keep saving her! Don’t you realize, you're ruining the plan!” Mechal couldn’t believe it! “What
should | do?” he asked the Rebbe. “Do you want the plan to work?” “Of course!” yelled Mechal. “For the next three weeks, you have to be nice.
You don't scream - even if your supper is late.” Mechal roared, “IT WAS 30 SECONDS LATE LAST NIGHT!” “| know that,” the Rebbe said
firmly. “Even if your supper is a minute late, you don't scream, Mechal. You have to be nice. You must give your wife money for shopping.”
“WHAT?!!” Mechal shot out. “You heard me,” said the Rebbe. “You must help her in the house. You smile. Say a nice good morning. A nice
good evening. If you can do this for a couple of days, Mechal, | promise you, you're going to get what you want. You may not know what you
want yet, but you're going to get what you want.” “Rabbi!” shouted Mechal, “this is going to be very hard for me!” “| realize that Mechal, but go
ahead and try it. Just remember, you yell, you scream, you embarrass her, you're saving her! You're only hurting yourself, Mechal.”

Several days later, Mechal came running into the Kominker Rav. This time, however, he wasn’t angry, he seemed rather frightened. “Rebbe!”
Mechal cried, “you've got to help me!” “Mechal, Mechal, calm down, what’s the matter?” “You're not going to believe it...” Interrupting him, the
Rebbe asked, “first of all, Mechal, did you do what | told you? Were you nice in your house? Did you not yell or scream?” “| DID IT!” Mechal
spluttered, “but that's not the point! For the first time since I'm married, in the last couple of days, | don’t know why - my wife started being nice
to me!” “Really???” The Kominker Rav seemed surprised. “She treats me like a mentch! I'm telling you! She cooks my meals! She smiles!” The
Rebbe just listened. Mechal continued. “A coincidence! This morning, my wife said that she’s not feeling well!”” Mechal began crying hysterically,
“Oh no, Rebbe! The plan is working! She’s going to leave this world. My mazel! It always happens to me! All these years she acts terribly to me.
Punkt when all of the sudden for some strange reason she starts acting nice to me, all of the sudden, NOW SHE'S GOING TO BECOME SICK
AND LEAVE ME! Oh, Rebbe! We've got to stop the plan.” “You're sure this has nothing to do with you being nice?” asked the Rebbe. “WHAT
DOES THAT HAVE TO DO WITH ANYTHING?! IT’S THE FIRST TIME SHE’S NICE TO ME!” “Okay. | understand,” said the Rebbe, “but
there’s no way, Mechal, that we can stop the plan. The plan is going to work. | can’t stop it.” Panicking, Mechal yelled, “Rebbe! There must be
some way to stop it now.” The Rebbe just said, “if you promise something, and you don’t pay for it, the X2 says...” Suddenly, the Rebbe
exclaimed, “wait a second, Mechal, | have an idea!” Mechal cried, “Tell me! I'll do anything!” “Go, and pay for the njjm.” “Huh??” Mechal
breathed. The Rebbe explained, “If you pay for the njjn, then the plan will stop, and you will not lose any members of your family, because you
will have fulfilled your promise.” “Alright!” Mechal declared, “I'll go pay for it! This is the first time my wife is acting nice to me! I'll do anything to
stop this plan!”

When the Sanzer Rav heard of this story, he said about the Kominker: You see, what a clever Jew can do! He could take a seemingly impossible
situation, and bring a nn"7¢ nx197 to a WYINRY VYT, take a marriage and straighten it out, take a person who acted terribly, and make
him normal, and even give a town a njjn.
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Elul and Yiras Shamayim

The word Elul is from Bavel — because in the Torah, we don’t have names of any months. We always counted he
months by numbers, beginning with Nissan as the first month, the reason for this being that Klal Yisrael wanted to
always remember the geulah of Yetzias Mitzrayim. By constantly mentioning Nissan, every time they spoke about
the months of the year, they ensured that the neis of yetzias Mitzrayim always remained at the forefront of their
minds. Later, when Klal Yisrael came up from Bavel, they adopted the Bavli names of the month for the same
reason — so that they always remembered the geulah that Hashem orchestrated for them.

Elul, therefore, is a Bavli word. To find the translation of the word Bavli, we can look in the Torah. By the parsha of
the meraglim, the pasuk says, “Shlach lecha anashim viyasuru,” send people and they should check out the land.
Targum on that pasuk translates the word v’yasuru as v’y‘allelun - and they should investigate. Therefore, Elul
means to investigate, or look into. That is what Elul is specifically about — looking into ourselves.

The Starting Point

Specifically this month, we will be working on the middah of yiras Shamayim. Shlomo Hamelech, in his Sefer
Koheles, goes through many different important topics of avodas Hashem. He discusses that everything is hevel —
everything is nothing. Bu then he finishes off by telling us what is something. The conclusion of this vast sefer is,
“Sof davar hakol nishma: es haElokim tirah, v’es mitzvosav shemor ki zeh kol ha’adam.” At the end of the day, what
matters is our yiras Shamayim.

Shlomo Hamelech was the chacham mikol adam — he had all the knowledge that was possible to access in all areas,
and still he was able to testify the only thing that is important, and matters is yiras Shamayim. In Mishlei, in the
seventh pasuk, he tells us, “Yiras Hashem reishis dos,” yiras Hashem is the first of all knowledge, meaning to say,
that if someone does not possess yiras Shamayim, he isn’t even at base one. One must have yiras Shamayim as
his starting point.

| do have to make a disclaimer — although we are studying yiras Hashem as a middah, it is not at all like all other
middos in the sense that you may have it, or you may not. Savlanus, hachna’ah, or other middos are things that
are extremely important, but yiras Shamayim is an all encompassing middah that must come as a prerequisite to
everything else. The Orchos Tzaddikim discusses this in the introduction to his sefer and tells us that every single
middah must be worked on with the perspective of yiras Shamayim. He likens yiras Shamayim to the string that
holds together several precious pearls. There is no question that if one were to sever that string, all of the pearls
would be lost. So too with yiras Shamayim. Yiras Shamayim is not a middah among all the other middos. It is the
middah that will lead to all others.
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A Prerequisite to Morality

We find a real example of this when Avraham Avinu descended to Mitzrayim and Sarah was taken by Avimelech.
When Hashem appeared to Avimelech in a dream that night, Avimelech answered Hashem that he had done this
actin innocence — both Avraham and Sarah had told Avimelech that the other was their sibling. The following day,
Avimelech asked Avraham what he had been thinking when he told him that Sarah was his wife. Avimelech
seemingly implies that had Avraham told him that Sarah was his wife, he never would have taken her. We know,
because the Ramban tells us, that Avimelech and his people were not like Pharoh and his people — they were a
decent nation, with a higher moral level. Avimelech therefore wanted to know what Avraham had been trying to
do.

Avraham’s response was “Ki amarti — rak ain yiras elokim bamakom hazeh,” there is no yiras Shamayim in this
place, and that no one would hesitate to kill me for my wife. But the Ramban just told us that Avimelech and his
nation were moral people! However, here lies the answer: even if a person is a moral person, if his morality is not
guided by yiras Shamayim, it falls away when the nisayon is too great for him. There is nothing to hold him to his
principles. We see this often, that when seemingly moral people are pushed against the wall and put into a place
of real nisayon, especially when there aren’t many people who will know about it, without yiras Shamayim, their
morals fall away.

continued next week...



It's Elul.

Weelily

Shabbos Inspiration/

Shofar Blowers

Mrs. T. Bauman

What if my shofar shrill will be

| know because the calendar is clear. a different sort of noise.

The month of introspection.
Teshuva, self-work and fear.

A precious time, so powerful.

We prepare for a new start.

So why is there a disconnect
When it comes down to my heart?

You see, | am a woman.

| don't hear the shofar's daily call.
There are kids home all day

And they really take my all.

There's school to prepare for,
Books, bags, supplies.

And the constant daily shuffle,
Until sleep closes my eyes.

But | know this time is special.
| know | want to use it.

| don't want to be distracted
And by default I'll just lose it.

So, what can be my shofar
To jolt me into action?
What will be the noise

To lift me from distraction?

An idea that | had
Something | want to try-
| know it won't be easy,

| know it's reaching high.

What if my shofar sound,
Comes from my girls and boys?

What if every time they argue,

Complain, cry or scream,

| stop. listen. think.

What does the shofar's message mean?

Then while that sound is going,

Instead of getting flustered,

I'll respond with calm and patience

From the strength I'll just have mustered!

This way I'll hear the shofar
About a hundred times a day!
Then working on myself

Will be a constant underway.

Now instead of me just knowing,
That Elul's nearly complete,

I'll be using this great treasure

In a way that is concrete!

| thought I'd share this gem
With all non-shul-goers,
Especially to those with homes
Full of little "shofar blowers!"




—

Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

DAY NYI9

—— o —e

——————. . - S— . gg—

—

Week #432 Hi Ch@g Shabb@s

[ E [ t [
Is it permissible to open the hood of a carriage, or place a net covering on a
carriage or play pen? Is it permissible to open a child’s pop up tent?

Carriage hoods should preferably be opened 4 inches before Shabbos. By doing so,
opening the hood on Shabbos is not considered making a roof but rather adding on
to a previous one, which is permitted. (Although many Poskim permit opening the
hood on Shabbos, according to Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein it should not be opened
on Shabbos if it was not opened a tefach before Shabbos. The tefach does not include
the portion that is rolled up.) If it was not opened before Shabbos, one may rely on
the lenient Poskim if necessary:.

Placing a net covering on a carriage or play pen is only permitted if there is already
a 4-inch covering from the net or from the open carriage hood prior to placing the
net.

[t is not permissible to open a children’s pop-up tent.

Is it permissible to bathe a child?

It is not permissible to bathe a child’s entire body in hot water (even if the hot
water faucet was turned on by a non-Jew or heated with water from an urn).
However, washing less than half of the child’s body with hot water is permitted.
When necessary, it is permissible to bathe a child’s entire body in cold or slightly
warm water. One may not turn on the hot water faucet; rather, the water must be
warmed with the use of hot water from an urn. Additionally, one may not use a
washcloth, sponge, or a bar of soap, and one may not lather hair.

Note: The temperature at which it is prohibited to bathe on Shabbos is body
temperature (i.e. 96°F).

Additional notes pertaining to children:

e Since it is prohibited to speak into an intercom on Shabbos, it should not be
left on. In a case of necessity (i.e. to hear a baby during the night) one
should use a baby monitor set with a Shabbos clock so that it will be on
during the night but off during the day. This will avoid the possibility of
adults speaking into the intercom.

e Babysitting on Shabbos for payment is only permissible with certain
conditions; see section of Mekach u’Memkar for details.

e [tis not permissible to measure a child’s height or weight.

e Sneakers that light up while walking are prohibited to be worn.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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WEEK 48

'R-7"Y ,2"-N"dOY 'T-0"OW Y'Y 'Y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

| heard recently there was a string of robberies in people’s houses on Friday night 7"n1. Should they
be calling the police on Naw if there is an intruder?

If theoretically someone has to I"N call N7¥N on Naw, should they better have a child under nixn 712
call, if the child is readily available?

My wife is in her ninth month and | may have to call a car service on Naw. Should | use a ''Y when
calling?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Can | mash a potato from the Cholent for one of my younger children?

Answer: Mashing is the ndX7n of |NID, which is not allowed on Naw. There is a D'POIDN NPI7NN
whether one can mash objects which have become very soft after being cooked for a long time, as
they are possibly considered halachically mashed. Since there are many that are lenient whenever
one is mashing for immediate use (see answer 2), one can be lenient here when mashing for
immediate use since they are also soft. If they are not very soft, it would be better to use a ''w, like
mashing with the back of a fork, even though it is for immediate use.

continued....
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continued....

QUESTION 2

Would | be able to make an Israeli salad for the naw NTIVD if we're going to use it right away?

Answer: The (2"-N"DW) X"N1 writes that objects may be cut very small for immediate use, as |NIV is
similar to "NI2 and has the (NN of AN7XR7. However, the (N"N) NN NWN brings that not everyone
agrees to this, and one should not cut very small pieces, but rather cut slightly larger pieces.

Therefore, Israeli salad should be made before Naw, or be made with slightly larger pieces for
immediate use.

QUESTION 3

Can | mash an egg for egg salad? What about using an egg slicer?

Answer: There is no 1IO'X of |NIL on foods that do not grow from the ground, such as eggs.
Therefore, eggs may be mashed on Naw. However, the (1"7) N1N2 MWN writes that one can't grind
with a device that is made for grinding, such as a grater, even if the food being ground or diced
doesn’t grow from the ground, and even if it's being cut for immediate use. There is a discussion
amongst the D'POID whether an egg slicer is considered such a "?72. It would seem one can still be

lenient, since it is far from clear that an egg slicer is considered a form of grinding, as it does not
cut the egg to small pieces.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Precise Judgement

The Rizhiner Rebbe was a great gaon and tzaddik,
and he was from the leaders of all Chassidic
rebbes in his time. He had a warm, accepting
personality, one that drew others like a magnet.
Jews from all walks of life were attracted by his
kindness and caring, and he was able to bring
many Jews closer to Hashem.

Every erev Shabbos, the Rizhiner Rebbe would
go to the mikvah, where he would purify himself
in preparation of the holiest day of the week. One
week, however, when he returned from the
mikvah, it was clear that his mind was not at ease.
A serious expression had replaced the welcoming

smile usually worn on his face, and he paced back
and forth in front of his home restlessly.

The hours were passing, shkiah was rapidly
approaching, and still, the Rizhiner Rebbe could
not find peace of mind. “Shmuel,” he called to his
trusty gabbai, “Please go to the rav and ask him to
please come here.”

It was erev Shabbos for the rav, too, and he was
sitting at home, engrossed in his own spiritual
preparations when the rebbe’s gabbai knocked on
his door. Although it was already close to
Shabbos, he could not refuse the rebbe, and so the
rav joined the gabbai on the short walk back to the
Rizhiner Rebbe’s home.

The Rizhiner Rebbe was waiting tensely for the
rav, and he greeted him with a sigh of relief. He
requested of Shmuel to bring cups of tea and then
turned apologetically to his guest. “I’m sorry for
bothering you so close to Shabbos, but I am
extremely uneasy and I need your help.”

“Please, tell me what I can do,” the rav responded.

“There 1s something going on, and I need you to
rule on a halachic matter,” the rebbe said tersely.
“Please, listen closely to all the facts and issue a
ruling so that | will be able to welcome the
Shabbos properly.”

“I’m listening,” the rav said, leaning forward.

“There was a man named Henoch who had an
extremely generous and devoted personality. He
was an askan who worked hard for his
community, constantly going out of his way to do
chesed for others. In addition to all his klal work,
from which he didn’t earn a penny, Henoch also
operated a flourishing livestock business, and he
was very well-off financially. People trusted him
and appreciated doing business with him, and he



had contracts with Jews and gentiles alike. Even
the poritz liked dealing with him.

“Over time, he also became the known address for
people who wanted a safe place to deposit their
money. Being that most people do not live in
well-protected homes, cash assets are vulnerable
to theft and damages. Henoch, however, had a
big, well-protected safe, and he gladly allowed
others to store their life savings in his safe. A
large percentage of his depositors were widows
and orphans, who were afraid to keep large sums
of money at home.

“One day, a government representative
approached Henoch with an enticing business
proposal. The government owned many acres of
forest land adjacent to the city, and they wanted
to use a portion of the land to expand the city to
house the growing population. However, this was
an extremely costly venture, and there were not
enough municipal funds to cover the project. The
government therefore wanted to take Henoch as a
partner. In exchange for investing a large
percentage of the capital, Henoch would receive
all the trees from the deforested part of the land to
sell as timber, along with the remaining forest.

“While the offer was an attractive one, there were
some clauses involved that made Henoch a little
nervous. The most worrying stipulation was that
once Henoch signed the first contract making him
a partner in the venture, he would need to sign all
future paperwork immediately upon notice. If the
government were to come with paperwork and he
were to stall, he would lose his entire investment
and the rest of the contract would be voided. They
did not want to deal with someone who would
dilly dally and delay the project.

“Henoch considered this clause for a long
moment, and then decided that it was worth it.

While the risk of losing his entire initial outlay
was there, and it was a very steep risk, the profits
he stood to gain weighed down his perspective
toward the positive side. He rationalized that if he
was organized and made signing the government
paperwork a priority, he would be able to fully
comply with this stipulation.

“With this settled in his mind, there was still
something else bothering him. The initial
investment, a tremendous sum of money, was due
upon signing the partnership contract, and
Henoch did not have that much money liquid. He
thought quickly, trying to figure out how he could
come up with such a large sum of cash in such a
short time.

“The answer presented itself quickly, but it took
some time before Henoch became comfortable
with the idea. There was a princely sum of money
sitting in his safe; money that did not belong to
him, but to the many different Jews, including
tens of widows and orphans, who had entrusted
him with their lifesavings. If Henoch were to
‘borrow’ that money and give it to the
government, he would buy enough time to
liquidate some of his assets and return the ‘loan’
to his safe. The depositors, whose money would
be right back where it belonged in just a few
weeks’ time, would never have to know about the
deal.

“His decision made, Henoch signed the contract
and handed over the money, trying to still the
feeling of unease that had squirreled its way into
his stomach. Everything will be fine, he told
himself. My plan is foolproof. There’s a large
profit to be made, and everything will be fine.

“What he did not realize was that the stipulation
that he sign all future documents immediately had
been inserted into the contract by a member of the



government who hated Jews. This government
official wanted to lay his hands on Henoch’s
money, without having to give him a share in the
profits, and this was his means of accomplishing
his evil goal. He waited until Shabbos before
sending the representative to Henoch with the
next batch of papers to sign.

“When the representative arrived with the
paperwork on Shabbos afternoon, Henoch
panicked. It was Shabbos! How could he
desecrate the holy Shabbos?! On the other hand,
the money of so many Jews, including many
widows and orphans, was tied up in this
investment. Was he even allowed to forfeit their
money, money he had stolen from them?!

“Henoch looked around wildly, torn between two
conflicting choices. How could he lose the
lifesavings of so many who had trusted him? But
how could he write on Shabbos?! ‘Hashem!’ he
cried out in a pained voice, feeling the noose
tightening around his neck. ‘You know I love
Shabbos! But | also love widows and orphans!
How can I choose?!’

“He was trapped, and he felt like he was choking.
Gasping for breath, he grabbed the pen and signed
his name on the paper.

“As soon as he finished signing, the energy
whooshed out of Henoch and he felt limp and
lifeless. How could he have signed away his
Shabbos for money? How had he sunken so low?
Shabbos was worth more than all the money in the
world!

“Tormented by his guilt, he fell into a deep
depression. Besides for cashing out on some of
his investments to repay the ‘loan’ he’d stolen
from the deposits in his safe, he could not bring
himself to speak to anyone or to circulate within

society. Gone was his vitality, his enthusiasm, his
zest for life. In its place was a new Henoch,
sunken, withdrawn, and always half-asleep.

“With time, Henoch grew sicker and sicker,” the
Rizhiner Rebbe concluded. “And just a short
while ago, he passed away. When he came to his
judgement, there were many good deeds in his
favor, but the Bais Din Shel Maalah ruled that he
needed to be punished for his chilul Shabbos.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and today,
Friday, he underwent difficult suffering.

“Today, when I came out of the mikvah, I
suddenly began to feel the pain of Henoch, and |
realized that if only a rav would rule favorably on
his case, he would no longer have to suffer.” The
rebbe looked at the rav sitting across from him.
“So tell me, please, can you pasken on this case?
I will not go to shul until you issue a ruling.”

The rav looked pensive. “Henoch was wrong,” he
stated, unequivocally. “He desecrated the
Shabbos for the sake of money, and there is no
justification at all for such a thing. He should have
taken the loss. His judgement was wrong, and he
sinned. That’s an undisputable fact.

“However, when he sinned, Henoch’s heart was
facing toward good intentions. He ached for the
widows and orphans who would have to suffer
due to his actions. So although this does not
condone his deed, at least it demonstrates that he
acted with the needs of poor orphans and widows
in mind. His calculation was skewed, but at least
it included the devastated hearts of those who
would lose their money. So while his sin is there,
and it is severe, it’s not on the same level as
someone who desecrates Shabbos for pleasure or
to forgo a personal loss.”



“So tell me, what do you pasken?” the Rizhiner
Rebbe asked.

“Although Henoch did the wrong thing, because
he did it out of concern for widows and orphans,
he should be treated with leniency,” the rav ruled.
“Even though it was a meizid, a willful
desecration, there is room for leniency.”

The Rizhiner Rebbe jumped up and hugged the
rav warmly. “If the Earthly court has ruled that he
be treated with leniency, the Heavenly court will
surely concur,” he exclaimed. “Now we can ask
Hashem to forgive Henoch for his sin, because he
did it with the welfare of so many downtrodden
Jews in mind.”

With that, he went into Shabbos, his mind finally
at peace, contemplating the meticulousness of
schar and onesh. For one who sins is punished
according to the exact degree of severity, with
every sigh of regret and even the minutest of
intentions included in the calculation.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A107

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"l
are now available by phone.

USA 732.913.5616 or 718.557.7711
EY. 02.313.6038
Option 1: Vaadim given in BMG

Option 2: Shmussen given in Adelphia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurim

To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Toras Reb Kalman
Lakewood New Jersey
609.807.1783
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“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn”
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Volume One of the new curriculum series is
NOW available for Schools to purchase.
Many schools have already placed their orders!
Call/email now to reserve your books while
supplies last.

Reading
Writing

with stories of
our Sages

Call/text 609-807-1783 or
Email torasrebkalman@gmail.com for a sample

If you have exceptional content about Reb
Kalman that you think should be inserted into
book 3, please let us know.
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RAV NOSSON TZVI SHOWED EXTRAORDINARY
CONCERN FOR EACH OF THE YESHIVA'S TALMIDIM,
DURING THE ZMAN AND THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

YESHIVAS MIR IN YERUSHALAYIM IS A
RENOWNED MAKOM TORAH THAT IS HOME TO
THOUSANDS OF TALMIDIM FROM AROLUND THE

WORLD. IT WAS LED FOR MANY YEARS 8Y
ITS ROSH YESHIVA, RAV NOSSON TZVI FINKEL.

—~
==

[

[ .

BECAUSE HE ALREADY PLANNED TO LEARN TWO FULL
SEDORIM EACH DAY DURING HIS “TIME OFF,” THE BACHUR

8| PROCRASTINATED, AND DID NOT GET 8ACK TO RAV NOSSON

= TZVI. A FEW DAYS LATER, THE ROSH YESHIVA SUMMONED HIM

AND ASKED IF HE HAD FOLIND A SECOND SEDER CHAVRUSA,

I NEED
TO KNOW. I HAVE

SOMEONE WHO WANTS
TO LEARN WITH YOLU.

ONE DAY, RAV NOSSON TZVI ASKED A
PARTICULAR BACHUR ABOUT HIS PLANS
FOR LEARNING DURING BEIN HAZMANIM.

YOU'LL 8E LEARNING WITH RAV
ASHER DURING FIRST SEDER AND NIGHT
SEDER. EXCELLENT. IF YOU DON'T HAVE
A CHAVRUSA FOR SECOND SEDER, T MIGHT
HAVE SOMEONE FOR YOU. PLEASE LET ME

WHAT DOES THE
PERSON WANT TO
LEARN?

WHATEVER YOU

\%
E— o I
THE ROSH YESHIVA FINALLY ADMITTED THAT HE AND SO IT WAS. RAV NOSSON TZVI AND THE BACHUR
WAS THE ONE WHO WANTED TO LEARN WITH THE LEARNED TOGETHER DAILY THROUGHOUT EACH BEIN
BACHUR, THE STUNNED BACHUR SWIFTLY AGREED. HAZMANIM, AND SOMETIMES LEARNED DURING THE
ZMAN AS WELL. AS 8USY AS RAV NOSSON TzZVI

] WAS, HE SHOWED CARE AND CONCERN FOR EACH
I'D BE HONORED TO AND EVERY ONE OF HIS TALMIDIM.,
LEARN WITH THE ROSH -

YESHIVA!

NOCH A MUL....

A
N

D781 Y2 N 1, BORN TO DN IMIN AND NIV FINKEL IN CHICAGO, IL, WAS NAMED AFTER HIS PATERNAL GREAT-
GRANDFATHER, THE ALTER OF SLABODKA, N ]ﬂ) M FINKEL D7¥1. HE ATTENDED A LOCAL SCHOOL AND RECEIVED
AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING IN NI STUDIES FROM R’ YEHOSHUA LEVINSON 9781, AT AGE 14, HE VISITED bN'\\’)’ NN
HIS GREAT-LNCLE, TP VY M FINKEL 18T (MIR NV UNID, RECOENIZING >IN N) 'S ABILITY TO THINK CLEARLY
AND HAVE PATIENCE FOR STUDYING, ASKED HIS PARENTS TO LET HIM STAY AND STLIDY IN HIS N2V, HE STAYED AN
EXTRA 8 MONTHS TO LEARN. AT 17, HE RETURNED TO LEARN IN >3 N2XY AND LEARNED “11)33’1“!3 FOR & YEARS. WITH
ONE OF HIS NiNINAN, R’ ZUNDEL KROIZER Y71, HE COMPLETED THE ENTIRE DY EACH YEAR. IN 1964, HE MARRIED 7
P9 vIna ]7?3’33'5 DAUGHTER, NN, AND TOGETHER THEY HAD 11 CHILDREN. Y1 1) /7 BEGAN GIVING D)WY IN THE
N2V IN 1965, IN 1990, HE WAS APPOINTED NV YN TOGETHER WITH N9 ) SHMUELEVITZ 97781, ON TOP OF HIS
"\1)’\’) 1Y, HE ALSO GAVE DY NYY IN DNIUNI D&J RPN TIY. HE DEVELOPED Ni»NA TO ENHANCE THE NN AND
nPRYI OF HIS D"T’D'Jﬂ AND ON A SIMILAR LEVEL TO THE PONOVEZHER 17, HE BUILT 7R IN 7N'W)’ ‘('\N

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 5703-5772 1943-2011 ywNMin X™

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.
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NELESH

SHIMSHON

D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DoviID PINCUS ZT"L

T R S S
THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF 7N Y11 12 2py» inma Hn7 12 Yxwo. \‘
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM MOdCSt
Protection

FROM THE PARSHAH

(v ,20 ©12T) SI0RN AW 72T MY 2 AR N‘71
Lest He see something immodest in you, and turn away from you. (Devarim 23:15)

The Chofetz Chayim pointed out that Hakadosh  a basic rule in Yiddishkeir that states that Hashem's
Baruch Hu dwells among the Jewish people even if  trait of goodness is much greater than His trait of

they are full of sins, because it says: punishment. It is 500 times greater!
DNXNY 7iN2 onx PYn - “He Who So far, we have only learned regarding
dwells with them in the midst of their the trait of Divine punishment that Hashem
impurity.”! repays a person in kind (midah kneged

midah). How do we know this is true also

His Shechinah is always with them. However, the of the trait of Divine goodness? We may

Chofetz Chayim goes on to say, there is one factor

’ derive it based on the principle that the trait
that causes Hashem to remove His Shechinah from b P
us, and it is stated in our pasuk. MIY T2 IR KN

727 — “Lest He see something immodest in you,

of Divine goodness is 500 times greater than
the Divine trait of punishment.

About the trait of punishment, it is
written D2 32 YY) 023 Yy Niax 11y 1o
DY YY) WY Yy — “He visits the sin of
the parents on the children until the third

and turn away from you.” Immodesty causes the
Shechinab to depart. And when Hashem's Presence
is gone, we also lose protection from dangers. It is

as if Hashem says to us: you will have to manage on o, .
4 Y 5 and fourth generation.” And about the trait

our own. e .
Y of goodness, it is written D99XY TN AWV

Yet, we need to know and remember that there is

1 Vayikra 16:16. 2 Shemos 20:5.



— “He does kindness for two thousand
[generations).” From this we learn that the
trait of goodness is 500 times greater than

the trait of punishment.

3 Ibid v. 6.
4 Tosefta, Sotah 4.

IC T

A mitzvah has a very great influence. It influences
500 times more than an aveirzah does. So if a woman
goes around dressed modestly, Hakadosh Baruch Hu
protects and guards her 500 times more than the
damage that could be caused by a lack of modesty.
Tznius, the closeness to Hakadosh Baruch Hu it
engenders, brings great protection. ®

"Two Ways to Remember

(7,13 0727) :7¥NN DINXRXA T2 PIRY 77 WY WK DX N

Remember what Amalek did to you on the way when you left Egypt. (Devarim 25:17)

There are two different words in Hebrew for
remembering: 17P5 and 71731, The Ramchal writes
that Yezzias Mitzrayim had two stages. First was 119
and then came i17931. We will call these two concepts
“recalling” and “remembering,” respectively.

After the first phase, in which Hashem “recalled” the
Jewish people’s suffering in Mizzrayim, their harsh galus
still continued. This was because “recalling” is not the
same as ‘remembering.” “Recalling;” 717999, means that
Hashem takes note of the situation and plans what to
do, but He does not act differently due to “recalling”
alone. This is why the harsh exile in Egypt continued,
despite Hashem “recalling” their suffering,

“Remembering,” 17921, means that Hashem
doesn’t just take note of the situation and make
appropriate plans. Hashem’s “remembering” means
that the past is just as alive and real to Him as is
the present, and He now acts according to His

remembrance.

For our

Rosh Hashanah,

“remembrance” comes before Hakadosh Baruch Hu,

instance, on

and He acts in accordance with it. He allots life. He
sits and writes down everything that will happen
during the course of the year.

Now let’s talk about “remembering” Amalek. The
Rambam writes as follows about this mitzvah:
To remember what Amalek did to us, and
to hate him at all times.... And to encourage
the people to hate him to the point that we
do not forget our hatred of him.”!

Inotherwords, the mitzvahisnotjusttorecall what
happened, what Amalek did, but to live according to
it, to act according to this remembrance. To feel how
much we hate Amalek and how important it is to
wipe him out.

Now, Amalek was not just a person who went

1 Rambam, Sefer Hamitzvos, Positive Mitzvah 189.
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by that name. He is the very essence of evil and
the source of wickedness and impurity. When the
Egyptians were drowning in Yam Suf, the angels
in heaven did not sing their songs of joyous praise
to Hashem. It was not a happy moment to Hashem
when the Egyptians were perishing because the
Egyptians were merely people who were evil. But
Amalek is much more than that. He is the very
essence of evil. The Masters of Avodah say that from
this mitzvah we learn to hate all the sources of evil

and impurity, as they are the “Amalek” of our times.

In our generation, if we want to hate the essence
of evil, we should hate the improper newspapers
and books. We need to hate the radio. They are the
tools that served to destroy the Jewish people! R.
Chayim of Brisk wrote that a hundred years ago,
there was one people that served Hashem. There
was no secularism. What was the tool that made the
Haskalah? Tt was the improper books that spread
an evil spirit throughout the Jewish people. Those
books full of nonsensical ideas about atheism and
rejection of Torah destroyed all the uniqueness of

the Jewish people, who are the holy people.

gPAJ{SHA TopIC

We need to hate all these tools and not look at
a newspaper or book that is unkosher. We should
not turn on the radio, not even incidentally, because
these are the tools that destroyed the Jewish people.
This is the way to fulfill “Remember what Amalek

did to you” in our generation.

R. Chayim Shmuelevitz recounted that his father
would look for these improper books and burn
them, and this brought him great joy. When people
said to him, “There are thousands more like them,
he would respond, “It’s kefirah, it's avodah zarah!”
Since he hated these books so much, he relished each

time he merited “uprooting” an avodah zarah.

A Jew told me that a number of years ago, there
was a store in Meah Shearim that sold improper
books. The bookseller sat and recited Zehillim all
day, and while he was doing so, bachurim came in
and read those books. This Jew told me that you
can’t imagine how many yarmulkes were taken off in
that store, and how many of those bachurim went oft

the Torah way.

This is the 7ish’us of Amalek that we need to hate

in our times. ®

Clean Heart

(> ,30 ©1727) Y7 127 YN NINYN

You shall guard yourself for all evil. (Devarim 23:10)

From this R. Pinchas ben Yair derived that a man should not have improper thoughts

by day, lest he have an impure emission at night. (Kesubos 46a)

Your Holy Heart
Sefer Nefesh Hachayim writes awesome things

about the importance of keeping our thoughts pure
and holy. This is what he writes, at first quoting
the Zohar. [In the following quote, the heart is

considered the place where thoughts take place.]

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu created man,
He designed him in similarity to the Heavenly
Glory. Hakadosh Baruch Hu placed his
strength and power in the middle of his body,



where the heart is.

The Kodesh Kodoshim in the Beis
Hamikdash is the heart of the whole world.
Hashem dwells in the middle of the world,

and every being receives its sustenance from

it. (Similarly, the heart of man is the center of
man, and all his limbs and organs derive their
energy from there.)

Since this is so, (that the Zobar says that the
heart of man is the Kodesh Kodoshim,) when
a man’s thoughts stray to something impure,
such as adultery, he is thereby bringing a
harlot, a symbol of arousing Divine vengeance,
into the heavenly, awesome Kodesh Kodoshim
in the upper worlds. He thereby strengthens
the forces of impurity and the Sitra Achara in
the upper Kodesh Kodoshim.

(The severe result caused by this impure
thought) is much greater than that caused by
the increase in the power of impurity brought
about by Titus, (the Roman emperor who
destroyed the Second Temple,) when he had a
harlot lie down in the Kodesh Kodoshim of the
carthly Beis Hamikdash. (This is because the evil
deeds of Titus took place only in the lower Beis
Hamikdash, while a man’s thoughts have the
same effect, but in the upper Beis Hamikdash.)

And so it is with any sin that a Jew brings
into his heart. It is like bringing in a foreign
fire. This applies to sins such as anger or other
evil desires. It is truly a case of MW M2
WX N9y i m 1nxam — “The House of
holiness and glory... was given to be burnt by
fire.! (It literally burns the Beis Hamikdash.)
May the All-Merciful One save us from this.

This is as Hashem said to the prophet
Yechezkel: 7in2 DW 12Wx WX 1121 )803 Dipn NX
v XIS M2 TV IRnY> X9 0715 HXIw 3
SPIIWI DMIT MR P TRV N DT N WP
0%iy% 02ina — “The place of My Throne... on
which I will dwell there in the midst of the

1 Yeshayahu 64:10.

Jewish people forever, and the House of Yisrael
shall no longer render impurity to My Name...
through their harlotry. Now they will distance
themselves from their harlotry, and I will dwell

in their midst forever?.”?

This is what Sefer Nefesh Hachayim says about
improper thoughts and the effect they have. Let’s focus
on a certain point that emerges from this teaching,

Pure Thoughts Build Beis Hamikdash

It is very important to know that if Sefer Nefesh
Hachayim says that having improper thoughts is
like bringing impurity into Kodesh Hakodoshim,
then if such thoughts entered a person’s mind, and
he does things to get them out of his mind, it is like
he removed impurity from Kodesh Hakodoshim and
purified Beis Hamikdash. He built Beis Hamikdash!

In connection with this, I will quote a Chassidic
saying from one of the great Rebbes. He said that
Chassidim think that the Rebbes, who are great
tzaddikim, dont have improper thoughts. The
truth is that they do have improper thoughts, and
sometimes even really bad ones. The difference
between the Rebbe and his Chassidim is that when
an improper thought comes into the mind of the
Rebbe, he banishes it with such a fire that this act
refines the whole world and brings kedushah and
taharah to the world.

Chazal say* that one of the things that a person
can’t get away from every day is sinful thoughts. It’s
a fact of life.

We definitely need to try as hard as we can to
keep our minds free from improper thoughts. But at
the same time, it is a special avodah to know how
to handle it when such thoughts float in. When a
person knows how to handle such a situation, when
he gets rid of impure thoughts, he is performing an
act of kedushah and taharah, an act of greatness, that

2 Yechezkel 43:7-9.
3 Nefesh Hachayim 1:4.
4 Bava Basra 164b.
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is quite capable of building his whole personality.

We live in a generation that has harder nisyonos
than anything that ever was before. The thoughts
that come into our heads are terrible. But we need
to know that if a person manages to get this under
control, if he knows how to deal with it, he is a great
and holy person. And the main thing is when an
unwanted thought comes, don’t keep thinking it.
Try to get rid of it.

The worst thing with these matters is to get down
and despondent. Don’t let it get you down. You
should always remember this important principle,
that just as bad thoughts bring impurity into the
Kodesh Kodoshim, so when you try to clean up your
thoughts and get rid of the bad ones, you are actually
purifying the Kodesh Kodoshim. You are doing the
same thing that the Chashmonaim did for Beis
Hamikdash after they defeated the Greeks. They
renovated the Beis Hamikdash.

The Masters of Mussar, whenever they would
come to this subject, would always mention the
positive side as well. NN 12190 7210 77N DMWY
mMay9 — “The trait of Divine goodness is always
greater than the trait of Divine punishment.” It is
indeed very important for us, when we learn about
how serious it is to commit aveiros and what great
punishments they entail, to keep in mind the rich
reward and tremendously good fortune of he who
steers clear of these aveiros.

Just Stay Away

The big rule, the first rule, the fundamental rule
in handling this whole issue is to look for ways not to
get into the situation in the first place.

The biggest tzaddik who ever lived in our world
was Yosef Hatzaddik. He was the tzaddik yesod olam.
This means that the whole world stood on his merit.

5 Sotahilla.

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

He supported the whole world.

There was another #zaddik who supported the
whole world, and that was Noach. p>7% wx m -
“Noach was a righteous man.”® But it was a very small
and limited world. At that time, all that remained of
the world was Teivas Noach.

Yosef was the zzaddik, the foundation on which
the whole world stood. And even so, when Yosef
Hatzaddik faced a nisayon, it says 031 — “He fled.””
He simply ran away. Even though he was the greatest
tzaddik who ever was, he still needed to escape the
place of test and trial. And if he hadn’t escaped, he
could not have withstood the Yerzer Hara.

This teaches us that the great principle in keeping up
one’s kedushah is simply not to be where the trouble is.

There is no better barrier to lust than

closing one’s eyes.?

Don’t go to all sorts of places, don’t go into those
little shops that display those magazines. Don’t even

get close to them.

In general, a person needs to train his eyes not to
look everywhere. Let’s say you are walking down the
street and there are open windows. Don’t peek inside
as you are walking by. Don’t try to see what people
are doing inside their homes. If you are walking up
the stairwell in an apartment building, and someone’s
door is open, just look aside. Don’t peck into their
home. Besides the matter of #zniyus, it simply isn't

nice. It's not derech eretz to peck inside people’s homes.

This is the first rule: keep away from where the
nisyonos are. I am not talking about high madreigos.
I am talking about very basic things that each one of

us can and should do. e

6 Bereishis 6:9.
7 Ibid 39:12.
8 Sefer Chassidim 9.

For comments, dedications and donations:
W nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
Send us an email.
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