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Davening in Siberia

R’ Moshe Greenberg was a twenty-year-old bochur living in Russia in 1951. He dreamed of leaving the country and
reaching Eretz Yisrael, but he was caught and sentenced to twenty-five years of hard labor in Siberia. He was
separated from his parents and two sisters. His brother was already a prisoner in another camp for a similar
“crime.”

There were about a thousand men in the camp, all laboring on the construction of an electrical power station, and
about twenty of the prisoners were Jews.

As the summer drew to a close, the Jewish prisoners yearned to observe the upcoming Yamim Noraim. They knew
they would lack a shofar, sefer Torah and tallis, but they hoped they could at least find a machzor.

R’ Moshe spotted a man from the “outside,” an engineer who worked for the camp on certain projects. He believed
the engineer might be a Jew. He waited for an opportunity to approach the engineer. “Kenstu meer efsher
helfen?”(“Perhaps you can help me?”) he whispered to the man in Yiddish.

At that time, most Russian Jews were fluent in Yiddish. He saw the flicker of comprehension in the engineer’s eyes.

“Can you bring a machzor for me, for the Jews here?” he asked. The engineer hesitated. Such a transaction would
endanger both of their lives. Even so, the engineer agreed to try.

A few days passed. “Any developments?” R’ Moshe asked.

“Good news and bad news,” the engineer replied. He had located a machzor with difficulty, but it belonged to a
yid who was not frum and refused to give it to them.

R’ Moshe would not relent, however. Perhaps, he suggested, the man would lend him the book, and he could copy
it and return it in time for Rosh Hashanah.

The engineer smuggled the machzor into the camp and passed it to R” Moshe.

To copy it, R” Moshe built a large wooden box and crawled into it for a few hours each day. There, hidden from
view, he copied the machzor, line by line, into a notebook. After a month, he had copied the entire machzor and
returned it.

The Jewish prisoners learned the dates of the impending Yamim Tovim from letters from home, and, on Rosh
Hashanah, they bribed the guards—probably with cigarettes—to allow them to gather in the barrack for services.

With his handwritten machzor, R’ Moshe served as chazzan and recited each tefillah, repeated by the others in
low, solemn voices. Seven days later, they met for Yom Kippur davening as well.

After nearly seven years in jail, R” Moshe, along with many other political prisoners, was released, owing to the
death of Joseph Stalin ym”sh. The only item R’ Moshe took with him was his machzor. He was reunited with his
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family near Moscow, and later married. In 1967, fifteen years after his release from prison, R’ Moshe and his young
family was allowed to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael. The machzor, of course, went along with them.

R’ Moshe did not like to discuss his difficult past experiences, but on the rare occasion that he told the story of his
precious machzor, he would break down in tears as he described the most meaningful and elevated davening that
he ever experienced, feeling Hashem at his side deep in the Russian wilderness.

The Alter’s Kavanah

Once, during the Russian civil war, in the 1920s The Alter of Slabodka was davening in a room in the midst of an
artillery bombardment by the White Army. While they were reciting Shemoneh Esrei, a large chandelier came
crashing down from the ceiling. After finishing davening, the Alter saw the chandelier on the floor and turned to
a talmid to ask how it had come to be there. He had not heard a thing!

Davening in the Pit

Bornin Germany on Chol Hamoed Pesach 1917, Rav Yehoshua Godlewsky began his chinuch in Rav Breuer’s Yeshiva
in Frankfurt-am-Main. At 18, he traveled to the Telshe Yeshiva in Lithuania. At that young age, his tzidkus was
already outstanding.

While learning in Telshe, Rav Yehoshua once neglected to renew his visa and was sentenced to three days in prison.
The prison was actually a vast pit in a field. The other prisoners were coarse murderers and thieves, who were
guite amused at the sight of the pale, thin yeshiva bachur. Rav Yehoshua took his assigned straw mattress, yet did
not go to sleep that night for fear of what the other inmates might do to him.

At the crack of dawn, Rav Yehoshua put on his tallis and tefillin and started davening, while the criminals were all
still snoring. One by one, they awoke with their curses and lewd shouts. One of them walked over stealthily to see
what the “Jew boy” was doing. At the sight of Rav Yehoshua davening, the hoodlum became overwhelmed. He
turned to the group and hushed them up until Rav Yehoshua finished davening. After that they treated Rav
Yehoshua with the utmost respect, and even refused to let him move his mattress, returning it to the pile for him.
When the prison guard came down, they heatedly began telling him something. Being from Germany, Rav
Godlewsky did not understand what they were saying. It was obvious it was about him, however, because he was
pointed out to the guard. Shortly thereafter, another official came down and freed the yeshiva bachur.

Rav Shmuel Dishon was maspid Rav Yehoshua saying: “One could be aroused to teshuva not only by hearing Rav
Godlewsky daven on Yom Kippur, but by witnessing an ordinary Mincha of his.” In that pit in Telshe, his Shacharis
softened the hearts of hardened criminals and affected his release.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

1. What is puzzling about the phrase 7 axw Ty PNy 20INN”?
a. Where else in the 070 is there a famous phrase with 1y being used
in the same way? !

2. Which 230 0y is mentioned in this week’s nw19?
3. On what date did 79 nw19 occur?

4. Which river is mentioned in this week’s nw19?
a. List five other rivers (even if unnamed) mentioned in the N7n.2
b. List five ©Y9N) (even if unnamed) mentioned in the 7.3
c. List four o>n> mentioned in the N7 n.*
d. Where does the N7 n mention waterfalls?

5. lam on the go,
| am short, | have the last,
And | may be the last,
Yet | may also be the first!
Whoam I? (L. Kraut)

6. | am found in quantity in four instances in the NN,
Once when praising a wife’s virtue, °
Once by an emotional embrace,®
Once by nwn and 90N counting of Yxvw Y55,
Once by the M2y of Yxw> 555,
One of the instances is in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

Need a hint?

! After the ©35n /M T NNN9N

2 Five in w12 and one in \pn

3 One was crossed by one of the max one is a border of Y7 YIx and two are borders to Y7799 72y

4 One was crossed on the way to >, three are borders of YN NIN
al’}
cwy’s




6.

Angwers

7y means from one extreme to another; here they are similar in type.
a. After the 050 M T NNNSN it says ¥ IV Ty LINK.

The nw9s discusses the msn of Ynpn on Mmco.

nwn says he is 120 years old today. »'w1 explains he actually turned 120 on that day. This would
mean it was 97X '3 — the day he was born and 7v9).

The y1
a. 1) The ytyn n8vN M) 2-5) The four rivers that flow from the YTy X80 A7) - P, 1IN,
Sp7n and N9 7). (The 1921/ The Nile is also mentioned (XX Xpn NN DY THY M)
but it is the same river as the Y9 see N, 7v")
b. 1) p2 5y, the river where apy> fought the 7851 and a border of yny.
2) (1,2 ©271) T3 YNY; one of the N1 that the YNw> »a crossed while passing axmn
3) (75,2 ©M27) WX DNY; the border between anm and "N N IN

4) (0,79 927H2) DX SN 5) (XD, DM2T) NN TIPN DNY; in 2Py the NN mentions a river

that flowed from »»o 0.

c. 1)Thenonno> 2)The o o> 3) (1,79 92113) )70 ©° / The Mediterranean Sea
4) (30,79 92793) N0 0 (although the Nn doesn’t call it a o> the ') does)

d. 15) (»,) 027 Mmoo NTYN; the waterfalls that bordered axm M2y

| am on the go, - That is the meaning of my name

In spite of being short,

| have the last, - NIXN in the NN

And | may be the last, - on a year that | am read before nawn w1
Yet | may also be the first! - on a year that | am read after nawn wx1
Who am I? -7

Next week....

Last week’s Riddle:

First they took my sister, - NP
then they took my daughters, - IN9Y 5PN
then they took my money, - (n,X9) NI Y NN NAN TUN 9

| am mentioned in this week’s nwno.

Who am I? Who are they? - 125 / oman ma

,NRY 517 12 RN VY NTIAR— INYY NRIDTY
91 1090 99K 12 T pNNY ,0"Y 2Py’ T Na 1922 1971 ,9"T DNNAR 12 IRY 7YY

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNY MmN 93°
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RIDDLES

Many pesukim in Parshas Nitzavim discusses themes related to Elul and teshuva. Where is there a hint
in the parsha to the actual word “‘n'1x” itself?

We are told that Hashem will gather us in from galus, and help us do feshuva, removing impediments from, “ nx
VT 227 N1 L.

JUST CURIOUS

In Parshas Ki Savo we find the phrase, “nata nina 1902.”2 In Parshas Nitzavim, we find an almost
identical phrase, written with slightly different trop, “n1n niina 19902.”2 Why does this slight difference
in trop cause the feminine word “nxt” to be replaced with the masculine word “n1”?

In the phrase, “n¥Tn minn 1902,” the trop indicates that the phrase is read, “In the book of, this-Torah,”
wherein the feminine adjective “nx1r” modifies the feminine noun “nin.” In the phrase, “ntn ninn 1993,” the
trop indicates that the phrase is read, “In this book-of-the-Torah,” wherein the masculine adjective “nt” modifies
the masculine noun “100.™

Hashem made us responsible for each other, and we are all held accountable when an individual does
an aveirah. Why is this fair?

This arrangement actually helps us all. If we would let someone do even a small aveirah today, it would lead to
someone else doing a more serious aveirah tomorrow. This pattern would continue until no one would remain
who is attached to Hashem. When we help an individual grow, we are doing our part to contribute to the
spiritual health of our entire nation.®

When Moshe made us swear to keep the Torah, he made this oath binding on future generations as
well.6 If so, why is it necessary for a malach to make a baby swear, right before he is born, to be a
tzaddik’? Isn’t the baby already included in this oath?

Although the baby’s neshama was at Har Sinai, the malach makes the body swear as well .

Moshe tells Bnei Yisrael, “You saw all the filthy, repulsive avodah zara of the nations around us. Make
sure you don’t follow after it.”°® Why would we want to follow after something which we know is
disgusting?

Just SEEING something makes one interested in experimenting with it, even if he intellectually recognizes that
it is unattractive.®
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Chazal tell us that, to a certain degree, THINKING about an aveirah is worse than DOING an aveirah."!
How could that be?
o His thoughts will bring to action, and then he’ll have BOTH the thoughts and the actions.
e Frequent thoughts regarding an aveirah are the cause of the eventual aveirah.
e One’s nefesh, housed in his leiv, is directly affected by the thoughts of the /eiv.
* When contemplating a single aveirah, one plans all of the additional “side” aveiros he’ll need to perform
in order to carry out the “main” aveirah, such as hurting anyone who interferes.
After the aveirah is completed, one extends the aveirah by continuing to think about it."2
Since intelligence is our most precious tool, misusing it constitutes the greatest waste. '
In order for one to perform mitzvos, he must have a foundation of proper beliefs and feelings. Likewise,
one who regularly performs aveiros clearly lacks belief either in Hashem, His hashgacha, or reward for
mitzvos: how else could he throw away eternal reward for a silly, fleeting pursuit? Thus, while an ACT
of aveirah consists of a single, bad action, a bad THOUGHT will spawn many bad actions, and a minor
mistake in one’s outlook will have a major effect on one’s actions.™

Is it possible to control one’s mind so that aveirah thoughts don’t enter even by themselves?

We have the ability, and obligation, to choose to think about Hashem and good things. One can train himself to
do so to the point that aveirah thoughts won’t enter his mind at all. If such thoughts arise, one should remove
his focus from them. If one consistently works on this, for a long time, Hashem will help him and protect him
from even uninvited thoughts of aveirah.'

If someone ignores the warnings of the k’/lalos, and decides to just do whatever he wants, “Hashem
will not want to forgive him.”'® | don’t understand - if he ISN’'T doing teshuva, of course he won’t be
forgiven,; if he IS doing teshuva, doesn’t teshuva ALWAYS work?

Usually, Hashem WANTS to forgive even a rasha, and “anxiously” awaits his teshuva. This “ignorer” forfeits
that privilege, but of course he can still do teshuva.'”

IN YOUR OPINION

If a person chas v’shalom drives with his eyes closed and crashes, is that called a “car accident”?

If a person says, “I'm ignoring Hashem, and doing my own thing,” Hashem treats his UNINTENTIONAL aveiros
AS IF he did them on purpose.’ When a careful person does something wrong, he can explain that he made a
mistake. However, if someone DECIDES not to care about his actions, he can’t later claim that the results of
his recklessness are an “accident.”'®

What determines if you’re happy or sad?
One’s thoughts directly affect the emotional state of his body.?°

Have you ever been REALLY in the mood for something unhealthy, and taken just one bite? What
happened next?

When a person tries to satisfy a relatively small desire, he winds up increasing that desire, and brings about
the desire for other, worse things.?’
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Sometimes, a person has no natural interest in a certain activity, but because he observes other
people doing it, he develops a desire to get involved in it. Have you ever had that experience?

In Rosh HaShanna davening, we say that we are judged regarding “machshavos adam” — natural, inborn,
negative tendencies, such as jealousy, natural pleasure seeking, and the desire for honor, “v’'sachbulosav’ —
our tendency to pursue these traits in bundles (chavilos), and “yitzrei ma’alelei ish” — desires which WE created
by choosing to observe the negative habits of others.??

Understanding the reasons for the mitzvos can ENCOURAGE us to fulfill them. How could it also
DISCOURAGE us?

One may mistakenly think that if the reason doesn’t apply to him, he is exempt. We are thus warned, “ nnnoin
1'77R 'n'?” — these hidden reasons are for Hashem, and if one is able to “sneak a peek” and understand them,
nonetheless, “...niwy7 021y Ty 1111271 17 ni7210” — the physical, revealed, action components of the mitzvos are
always binding.®

What should someone do if he is trying to do teshuva, but it doesn’t seem to be working?

Regarding such a person, the Torah says, “211% nx1 1227 NX '7X 'n 'Mmi...qwo1 2011 1227 702, 9R ' TV nawvi
1'%~ when a person tries to do teshuva, but his nature prevents him from succeeding, Hashem will help
him, and renew within him tahara to achieve Ahavas Hashem.?®

Did you ever wish you were someone else, or had his talents, life situation, etc., so you could serve
Hashem better?

If you do think this way — STOP! We sometimes think that we need to be like someone else in order to
succeed. Hashem tells us otherwise: “...Txn 7210 778 2N " = “It is very close to YOU.”? Hashem wants us
to use OUR unique “package” to serve Him.?’
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27 Rav Simcha Bunim of P’shisca, as quoted in You Revealed bx Naftali Horowitz page 76.
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RIDDLES

On Pesach, we do things so children will ask questions. Sometimes, we also do that on Succos.
When?

Children are brought to hakhel, on the first day of Chol HaMoed Succos following the conclusion of shemitah,
so they will ask, “What'’s this big gathering?” They are told, “To hear the Torah, which is our entire purpose and
pride in life.” This will lead to discussions of how amazing the Torah is, and the children will become very
interested in learning it.?

How many years are there from one hakhel to the next?
Usually, 7. However, when the year following shemitah is Yovel, hakhel is performed in that Yovel year, leaving
8 more years (Yovel + 7) until the next hakhel.?®

During hakhel, the melech read the Sefer Torah to Bnei Yisrael who were gathered in the Bais
Hamikdash. When this happened, many people had just heard someone read from a Sefer Torah to
those who were gathered in the Bais Hamikdash. When?

On Yom Kippur every year, the Kohein Gadol read the parshios about Yom Kippur to those who were gathered
in the Bais Hamikdash.*

If someone hides, how do you know if he WANTS to be found, or if he really wants to be alone?

If he TELLS you he’s going to hide, he wants you to find him. Hashem told us in advance, “When Bnei Yisrael
do avodah zara, | will hide My face™' — because even when His presence isn’t obvious, He wants us to look for
Him.32

Chazal tell us to make our homes a “beis vaad lachachamim” — “meeting place for chachamim.”3* How
can one “invite” talmidei chachamim who have already passed away?
When one owns seforim which they have authored, his home becomes a place where they “gather.”*

JUST CURIOUS

"..0aT1 nwn 171" — "Moshe WENT and told Bnei Yisrael..."*® Presumably, whenever Moshe spoke to
Bnei Yisrael he WENT to them. Why is this fact only mentioned regarding this address?
o He physically WENT around to each shevet to inform them that he was about to die so that they

wouldn’t be scared, to encourage them to follow Yehoshua, and to give them the berachos of Parshas
V’zos Haberacha.®®
Bnei Yisrael were in a very happy state after making a bris with Hashem (in Parshas Nitzavim). Their
simcha was very important, as it demonstrated that they appreciated the significance of this bond.
Moshe was worried that the news of his impending death would deflate this joy, so he “went ahead” and
comforted them with a sense of preemptive urgency.®’
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Before Shaul, when there was not yet a melech to read the Sefer Torah, did we do hakhel?
o When there is no melech, it is most likely that the greatest person of the generation is supposed to read
it.®
The Rabannan required that specifically the melech should read the Torah during hakhel, in order to
magnify the kavod given to the Torah, and to impress upon people that since even the melech keeps
the Torah, certainly regular people should. When there is no melech, the greatest person reads, such
as the Kohein Gadol or the head of the Sanhedrin.*®

During hakhel, everyone listens to the same "shiur," given by the melech, regardless if the listener is
an unlearned person who doesn’t understand lashon hakodesh, or a big talmid chacham who already
knows everything. Why is this inspirational? For some people it’s too advanced, and for others it’s too
simple!

Regardless of one’s level of understanding, everyone is supposed to listen intently with awe and joy, utilizing
this experience to relive Maamad Har Sinai and strengthen his emunah.*°

Hakhel was done right AFTER shemitah. Wouldn’t it make more sense to do it DURING shemitah, when
farmers were off from work, more relaxed, and better able to absorb the spiritual environment?

The farmers just spent a full year enhancing their Avodas Hashem and building their bitachon. They might now
think, “OK, back to work — time to lower my standards and return to normal.” Hakhel was a national reminder
that there is one Torah, and we must all be careful with every detail, even during a regular, working year.*!

When we had 2 kings, one for Shevet Yehudah and one for the rest of Bnei Yisrael, which one read the
Torah during hakhel?

It's possible that only the king of Yehudah read, because the Bais Hamikdash was in his territory. Or, each
read to his people at a separate time, possibly in separate locations.*?

If the melech’s voice was weak, could he appoint a shliach to read the Torah during hakhel?
It's possible that he was able to make a shliach, and if so, it may have had to be a son who was fit to rule,

when available. Alternatively, it's possible that they couldn’t perform the mitzvah at all in such a case.®

There were a few kings who were appointed when they were children. In such a case, could he read the
Torah during hakhel?

It's possible that he had a mitzvah d’rabanan to read it, or in such a case it might be considered as if there is
no melech at all. It is also possible that the mitzvah is for US to hear the Torah from the melech, even if the
melech himself is not yet obligated in mitzvos.*

Children were brought to hakhel. How was it possible to keep them all quiet during the whole krias
hatorah, and maintain their cleanliness in the holy Bais Hamikdash?

It's possible that this was one of the nissim which occurred in the Bais Hamikdash, although it would be
atypical for a mitzvah to rely on a neis.*

At what time of day did they perform hakhel?
It was most likely after the korbanos of the day were brought, so that everyone, including the Kohanim, would
be able to attend.*
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('-l"l‘l'-\VE}'\'i A Life of Truth

5“““'”“""‘“‘0”” Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

NN YN NIrva

The boat was docked at the harbor, and scheduled to depart in an hour." Boruch had come across a rare, but seemingly
promising business opportunity. Unfortunately, it would mean a voyage overseas, and working in a diamond mine away from
his family for a year or two, but afterwards he would be able to retire, and live off the profits. He wasn’t so excited about the
idea. Although there was no parnassa at home, he was happy. He had a family, and there was a ¥nTn n'a in town. He
comforted himself in the knowledge that going into galus would be good for nizity m193. He needed a partner so he told his
friend Moshe about the opportunity. Moshe was thrilled about the prospect of being able to support his family. They booked
passage on a ship, and now, Moshe had come with the stage coach to pick up his friend Boruch, and travel off to the port.
Boruch was dragging his feet. He wanted to say good-bye to his family one more time. He wanted to chap arain a kapitol Tehilim
in the Bais Medrash. Although the business opportunity seemed promising, you never know. You need X'nT XR''YO.
However, Moshe was rushing him, and he was right, it was late and they had to head off to the sea port. They arrived just as
the ship was about to depart.

They had just left the port and Moshe heard a commotion up on deck. He went to see what was happening. When he came
back down to their cabin, his face was white, “There is a pirate ship! It is approaching! The captain is preparing to fight a war!”
Then they heard cannon fire. The whole ship was rocking back and forth. There was a fight. Gun fire. The boat smelled of
smoke. It was terrifying! Finally, it quieted down. They were wondering what was happening, but they didn’t have to wait long
to find out. A pirate forced his way into their cabin. Boruch laughed at the way the pirate was dressed, “Givalt! What's with this
person? A patch over his eye. A hook by his hand. What's this, Purim?!” The pirate just yelled, and dragged them up to the
deck. The passengers and crew were lined up, and the head pirate prepared to say a drasha. Boruch continued to joke around,
“De head priate, ehr zet nisht ois ve kain aideleh mentch. What's with these patches on the eyes? Epis azah style they have
here.” The head pirate let out a guffaw of drunken laughter, “So, you didn’t think we would attack you so close to shore, did you
captain?! Well, I'm sure you had dreams that the army or coast guard would move in and save you!” he paused to give off a
malicious roar of laughter, and he was interrupted by the captain yelling, “Pirate! You sinister person! Let us go free!” “If 'm a
sinister person, | don't let people free,” the pirate laughed, “and anyway, I'm not sinister. Why? Just because | have a patch
over my eye? Listen my friends, | don’'t want you to take this personally or anything, all right? As far as I'm concerned, this is
just a nice business deal over here. I'm going to be taking you to the coast of Northern Africa, and over there we will sell you
as slaves. It will be a great business deal - for me! Why, | can make close to 200 ducats for some of you!” He roared with
laughter, and gave orders for his prisoners to be tied up. Boruch turned to his friend Moshe, “Business? What does he mean,
Moshe? Maybe we could faka make money with him.” Unfortunately, Moshe was too terrified to enjoy Boruch’s humor.
“Something tells me,” he muttered, “that this business deal means that he’s going to make money.” The prisoners were tied up,
and the boat was commandeered to North Africa. Moshe was depressed, but Boruch somehow always found something to
laugh about. He explained to his friend Moshe, “Jokes are sometimes the only thing that could save us. We have to be bisimcha.
If we’re bisimcha the n'7iy 7¢ i et helfin.”

When they came to shore, the prisoners were pushed off the ship and brought to the slave market. Boruch and Moshe were
sold together. Boruch was jzrnn Moshe with his simcha and ¥i93n nnian. The master charged them with taking care of his
sheep. He divided his sheep between the two of them, and left them off with a stern warning. “If on any given day you come
home and one of my sheep is missing, | shall throw you to the wolves. Now get to work!” Boruch and Moshe shared a few words
of j4m'n and went to work.

This continued until one day when Boruch had been sitting the whole day with his sheep. He had been saying n*7'nn, and he
wasn't really concentrating on the sheep. By mistake, one of the sheep fell off a cliff. He hoped that the master wouldn’t notice.
When Moshe returned with his sheep and found out what happened, he was horrified, “He will... ! | don’t know what he’s going
to do to you!” Boruch smiled, “What do you mean you don’t know? You do know. He said what he’s going to do to us. He said
he’s going to throw us to the wolves. What's the problem?” Moshe gaped, “This is terrible, Boruch. What's going to be?! Please!”
Boruch just smiled, “Shaa. Don’t get excited.” The master showed up, and began counting his sheep. “Alright you! Let me count
those sheep; 1 2 3..." Boruch hoped out loud that he would fall asleep counting all those sheep. The master didn’t appreciate
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his comment. He finished counting, and sent Moshe to his room with a stern warning not to even think of escaping. Then, turning
to Boruch he said, “You! Let me count those sheep.” “Let me count it for you,” suggested Boruch, “I'm a professional sheep
counter. | have to have thirty-six, right?” “Yes!” Snarled the master. Boruch continued. “One, two, three, four, okay, more or less
ten, twenty, thirty, you got thirty-six over there. Why do we have to waste time?? It's okay. Let's go, gai vaiter.” The master
growled, “Wait a second, I'll count them. One. Two. Three...” Suddenly, he heard snoring. It seemed like Boruch had fallen
asleep. “What are you doing?! Why are you falling asleep on me?!” “Just happens when | count sheep.” “'m not in the mood of
your jokes! 31 32 33...” Boruch finished off for him, “Thirty-four, and thirty-six. Okay, let me go back to my friend now.” “The
master scowled, “Wait a second. One of my sheep, IS MISSING!” Boruch tried to calm him down, “Wait. Let's not jump to
conclusions. Now, you're supposed to have how many? You're supposed to have thirty-six, right? You have thirty-five. Are you
sure that means that one is missing? Maybe it means two are missing. Maybe it means none are missing?” The master glowered,
“I'm going to tell you who'’s going to be missing, you're going to be missing! Men, take him to the tree, and tie him up! Listen
here, I'm going to come back, and | am going to shoot you!” Boruch snapped, “That’s not what you said! You said you're going
to throw me to the wolves.” Angrily, the master replied, “I'm not going to give the wolves the pleasure. You miserable Jew what
you are, it doesn’t even bother you that you're missing one of my sheep!” Boruch shrugged, “That’s true. It doesn't really bother
me. The truth is, Yaakov Avinu was very honest even with Lavan, but Yaakov wasn't kidnapped, you know what | mean? Listen
to me, | am a Dan niv. You know that? You're not paying me. A Dan i is patur on 03ix, and patur on nT'2aXI N2
You know what that means?” The master snarled, “No. And | don’t care!” Boruch shrugged, “...didn’t think you would.” The
master continued, I'm going to eat supper, and I'm coming back with my shot gun, and you are finished!” “Have a hearty
appetite,” Boruch exclaimed, and the man was off.

While the master was eating supper, Moshe snuck out to talk to Boruch. “Boruch what'’s going to be?” he asked. Boruch replied,
“The 97y LWIL OYiy 7¢ 1i2." Moshe couldn’t understand how Boruch was so calm. Boruch told him, “Listen, a Yid has
to accept the n%7iv 7¢ 1iaY’s gezaira. DTX 7¢ INRIX 7V NNMN DTN 2N 17'9X, even if a sharp sward lies on a person’s
throat, a Yid is not supposed to give up hope. So, don’t worry, I'm not giving up hope. But there is one thing, Moshe, | want to
ask from you.” “Sure. Sure, Boruch, what is it?” Boruch continued, “If the master shoots me, | don’t want my wife to remain an
nay, | don't want her not to be able to get married again. There are no Yidden over here, and she will never find out what
happened to me. Please Moshe, promise me that you will go to |*T n'a and tell them that you saw what the master did to me.
Can you do that for me? Can you please be that witness?” Moshe was overwhelmed. He had a hard time believing that he
would ever go free, but Boruch inspired him, and he promised that if it happens, he would go to Bais Din and tell them what he
saw. Just then, they heard someone coming. Boruch urged Moshe to quickly go away so that the master wouldn’t find him there.
Moshe walked further into the woods, and stayed there for a few minutes. Then, he heard the gunshot. He knew that he had to
go and look, but it was very difficult for him. He walked over and saw a man lying by the tree. The man was wearing n'x'y.
Moshe started crying, “I can’t look any closer. Okay. | saw enough. | have to get away from here. I'm going to run away. Sooner
or later, I'm going to come back without one of my sheep, and if that’s a reason to shoot someone, he’ll shoot me too. I'm a
ni¥n n*7y, [ have to go to Bais Din and tell them what | saw. I'm going to run into the woods.” He heard the master come with
soldiers looking for him. They shot at him but missed. Moshe climbed a tree, and hid there overnight.

When the sun came up, Moshe jumped off the tree and ran. He heard water in the distance, and followed the sound. He arrived
at a beach and saw a boat in the distance. He waved his hands, and the boat came towards him. They lowered a small boat
into the water, and came to rescue him. When the captain heard his story, he told Moshe how happy he was to help him. “There
have been some vicious pirates around here. I'll tell you; | hate those pirates with a passion! | would be more than happy to
help you.” Moshe took out a n"y'nn to thank Hashem for saving him. He just asked for a bed, and the captain was happy to
provide one. Moshe slept for two days. The captain woke him up when they were about to arrive at shore near his home town.
Moshe thanked him for saving his life, and above all thanked Hashem for the 01 of his escape.

Moshe wasn't really dressed for going to |*T N3, his clothes were ripped, and his hair was overgrown, but he wasn’t going to
do anything before he went to |'T n'a. When he arrived, there was a big commotion. A big 7Ty, Reb Yaakov Shimshon of
Shpetivka, a talmid of the Baal Shem Tov, had come to visit their Rav. Considering the situation Moshe had been through, the
|'T ' allowed him in right away, and Moshe told them his story. “Hello Rabbosai, chushuva rabanim, and tzadikim. | am sorry
for coming in to you looking this way. | have been through a harrowing experience. We were attacked by pirates and sold as
slaves. | came to tell you that my friend Boruch, who lives in the nearby town of Homile... that | - | saw him shot. He told me
that even a single witness is enough for his wife to be able to remarry. | want you to know that | am that single witness. Please
record my testimony so | could return now and go home.” The |*T n'a listened, and the Rav addressed Moshe. “Wait, we cannot
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rush these things. Why don't you rest up for a couple of moments? We'll give you something to eat and drink, and then you'll
tell us exactly what you saw.” “Please Rav,” Moshe responded, “I have no time. My friend Boruch... he and | both worked for
someone who had a lot of sheep. He came back one day and he was missing one of his sheep, and for that the master came
out and he shot him.” The Rav asked Moshe, “And you saw this?” “I saw him shoot him... Well, | heard the gunshot. | went out,
and | saw my friend Boruch laying there.”

The Rav turned to their distinguished guest, “Shpitivka Rebbe, what do you say?” The Rebbe questioned Moshe, “Can you tell
us exactly what you saw?” “Please, please, chushuva Rabanim, | don’t mean to be disrespectful, but it's really very hard for me
to talk about it. | went out and | saw the, the body lying there and... he was even wearing fzitzis.” The Rebbe asked, “Did you
see his face?” Moshe responded, ‘Il mean, | saw him lying there.” The Rebbe asked again, “Did you - see - his face?” Moshe
was getting frustrated, “Listen, he was tied to a tree. We were the only two Yidden on the entire island. The owner said he’s
going to come out and shoot him. A couple of minutes later | heard a shot gun blast. | went out and | saw someone laying there
wearing {zitzis. What more do you want?!” The Rebbe responded, “I'm sorry, the halacha is that if you did not see his face, we
cannot accept your testimony. His wife will not be able to remarry.” Moshe became hysterical, “How can you do this! This was
my last promise to Baruch. Don't do this to me!” The Rebbe responded, “Il am not doing it to you.” “Have rachmunus!” Moshe
cried. The Rebbe responded, “No one has more rachmunus then the Torah does. If this is the halacha, there is absolutely
nothing | can do to change it. You have only given circumstantial evidence, which is not enough.

For the next two years, not a day went by when Moshe didn’t think about Boruch. He was so upset that Boruch’s wife couldn’t
remarry, and he couldn’t accept the Rebbe’s 709 that without seeing his face, Moshe’s testimony couldn’t be accepted. Thinking
about it made him so angry! One day, Moshe’s son told him that he had a visitor. Moshe was in a terrible mood, and he didn't
want to see anyone. However, his family let the visitor in anyway. It was Boruch! Boruch walked in and exclaimed, “You don’t
even want to talk to me?” Moshe couldn't believe it! Boruch calmed him down, and told him what had happened. “Remember
how we heard someone coming, so | sent you away. We thought it was the owner. It wasn't. It was the pirate!” Boruch chuckled
remembering the story. “He had come to collect some of the money that was still owed to him. He laughed at me when he saw
that | was going to be shot. He said, “Hah hah hah! | like the idea that you're going to be shot. This means your boss will need
more slaves, so | can kidnap more people. Hah hah hah! Tell me, why is he shooting you?” The n'7iy '2¢j iaian putin my head
azah ah maaseh: “Mr. Pirate, you know why he’s shooting me? Because he wants me to marry his daughter. He has a wonderful
daughter; | can’'t marry her because I'm a Yid. You know, Mr. Pirate, | have a shtickle idea.” The pirate was delighted to hear. |
told him, “Maybe we change places. It's night, he can’t see clearly. You and | look pretty much alike. We'll switch clothing. He
comes back, you tell him you'll marry his daughter. He’'ll take you to the wedding, and you'll marry his daughter.” It was taka a
great idea. The owner came out and finished off that pirate. So, you see my good friend, we have to have a shtickel emunas
chachamim.”
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It is now Chodesh Elul, a time that is specifically geared towards working on our yiras shamayim. Let us take this
opportunity and learn together just what yiras shamayim is.

Just to Fear Him

Firstly, let’s discuss the importance of yiras shamayim. The pasuk tells us: “V’atah, Yisrael, ma Hashem Elokecha shoel
meimach?” And the answer to that simple question is, “Ki im I’yirah,” just to fear Him! Rav Elya Lopian points out, by the
inyan of the meyaldos, that the focus of the pasuk’s praise for the meyaldos is their yiras shamayim. The pasuk mentions
repeatedly the high levels of yiras shamayim that were possessed by Miriam and Yocheved. If someone were to save,
with real mesirus nefesh, thousands and thousands of Yiddishe lives, and people would be busy praising him, and one
individual would say, “But what of his yiras shamayim?” people would look at him strangely. What difference right now
does his yiras shamayim make? Granted, he may not be the greatest yarei shamayim — but look at his ahavas habriyos!
He saved countless lives! But like Rav Elya Lopian teaches us, that is not the proper perspective. What the Torah is showing
us here is that yiras shamayim overrides all else. It is the be-all and the end-all, and that is why it is the focus of the
Torah'’s praise of the meyaldos.

Connection to the Giver - A Pre-requisite to Torah

The Mashgiach, Rav Nosson Wachtfogel, often quoted the Beis Yosef who said that the reason for both churban bayis
rishon and bayis sheini was because of a lack of yiras shamayim. Yes, there was a lot of Torah in those times, but Torah is
unique in the sense that it is always connected to the Nosein haTorah — Hashem himself. If one has Torah without the
connection to its Giver, he doesn’t have the Torah, and that can chas v’shalom lead to the gimmel aveiros chamuros, or
sinas chinam. Those generations weren’t lacking Torah — they didn’t learn yiras shamayim, and without that, one doesn’t
have Torah.

The pasuk in Koheles tells us, “Velokim asah k’dei sheyiru milfanav.” The meforshim explain this pasuk to mean —
ha’elokim asah es haolam k’dei sh’bnei adam yaavdu oso b’yirah —Hashem created the entire world so that people should
serve Him with fear. This is the purpose of Creation! And it is the main idea behind our relationship with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu.

Both S’char and Onesh

And yet we live in a dor where people do not like to talk about yiras Hashem. People are unwilling to discuss the concept
of schar v’ionesh. Someone sent me an article recently from a frum paper titled ‘Yiddishkeit By Freak-Out’, in which the
author laments this ‘problem’, where we are scaring the next generation into serving Hashem.

Let’s take a look at what the Rambam has to say on this idea. The Rambam says that this is specifically the way to teach
children! The aleph beis of Yiddishkeit is yiras ha’onesh. In fact, in his Sefer Hamitzvos, in mitzvas asei daled, the Rambam
writes clearly that it is a mitzvah to fear Hashem, and to be afraid of Hashem’s punishment at all times! This is the most
important thing to teach children — that there is schar v'onesh!

If one talks more about onesh than he does about s’char, he is a halbe apikores -because Hashem is gomel tiov I'shomrei
mitzvosav umaanish lovrei mitzvosav — He does both! We have to recognize both, and we have talk about both — the
s’char, and also the onesh. continued next week...
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Is it permissible to brush or comb a wig?

Wigs made of human hair should be tested before Shabbos to determine if brushing
or combing them will pull out hair.! Wigs made of synthetic fibers are stronger and
are usually not subject to this prohibition, since it is not likely that hair will be
pulled out.

Is it permissible to pour water onto a wig in order to remove dirt?

It is permitted to pour water onto a wig, since water does not get absorbed in the
hair. However, care must be taken not to wet the fabric beneath the hair.

Is it permissible to apply perfume to a wig?

Perfume may not be applied to a wig.

Is it permissible to remove nits or lice from hair?

One may not comb nits from hair using a nit comb due to the prohibition of
shearing (Gozez). It is permissible, however, to remove nits by hand, though one
must be careful not to remove any hair in the process.2 Spray that will kill lice
should not be applied to lice unless one is in pain.

Is it permissible to curl hair or wigs?

[t is not permissible to curl hair or wigs on Shabbos. However, using curlers to
merely maintain previously made curls is permitted.

Curlers whose primary use is for curling hair and not for maintaining existing curls
are Muktze (Kli Shemilachto I'Issur) and may only be moved for their use or their
place.

1 As the hair is neither growing nor attached to the body, pulling out hair from a wig is not shearing
(Gozez), but rather tearing (Koreya).

2 This may be accomplished if done gently so that hair is not pulled from its roots.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

Somehow it seems that my orders always get delivered on naw and 2110 0r. With a lot of “three day” 210 Or
coming up, | wanted to know if we can use the deliveries if they come then.

QUESTION 1

Can deliveries that come on Navw be used?

QUESTION 2

Can | use the delivery if it comes on 210 DI?

QUESTION 3

Is 1w 210 OI' any different than the First Day, and is mMwn WX any different than niDIo?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Can she mop the floor?

Answer: The basic rule of thumb is that a 'la can't do anything for a Jew if the Jew can't do it for
himself. Therefore, mopping would seem to be a problem, as it entails the NndX7n of NL'ND. However,
if the 'Ia has two practical ways to accomplish the task, one way with a NdX7n and one way without,
the decision how to do the NON7n is up to the '1a and is not the responsibility of the Jew. Therefore,
if the ') is willing to clean the floor without a NJN'7N, such as spraying the floor with a cleaner and
then wiping/scrubbing with a rag or a paper towel, one can ask her to do that. If she decides to use
a mop instead, this is for her own convenience, and is not considered nNNIN from a NON7N. As
mentioned, this only works if she would be willing to clean without a mop (using a Swiffer or the
like). There are some who don’t allow any NdX'7n at all in a Jew's house at all because of 'V n'RN,
and they would need to insist that she doesn’'t use a mop. The Anin is to be 7'Pn on this last point.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
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QUESTION 2

Can she wash the dishes?

Answer: Turning hot water on during Naw is one of the few things a 'Ia could do while a Jew can't.
Opening the hot water lets cold water into the boiler, instantaneously cooking it. This may be done
by a '3, since the cooking isn’t his intention, and a N 7'09 is permitted by a 'l2. The main problem
of washing dishes is that one is preparing for a different day (assuming they are not being cleaned
for another NTIVO that day). This would be the 1I0'% of NMdN, which may not be done by a 'Ix
according to the (2"D-0"W) NN NMWN. If the dishes are creating a bad smell or there is no room to
store them, then one can ask a 'la to clean it, as the cleaning is for now. Alternatively, the n1IN2 niwn
(I">-2">W) writes that if one were to take at least one of each type of dish that is being cleaned and
use it that day, it would be allowed. This is because if someone needs a specific type of dish, they
may clean even ten of them, as all of them are fit to be used for his need. Therefore, the 'Ia may wash
the dishes if one makes sure to use from each type of dish that was washed.

QUESTION 3

Can she clean the bathroom?

Answer: Mopping a bathroom is the same as any other area, see answer 1. Many times, a cleaning
lady will be agreeable to use a paper towel with spray to clean a bathroom that is a small area, and
one can ask her to clean it like that, even though she may ultimately decide to use a mop. Cleaning
a toilet with a toilet brush may be done by a 'a. Although some may consider it a p227TN NO'ND, one
can rely on the lenient view that permits it and ask a '), especially if the bathroom really needs a
cleaning.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Berditchiver Rebbe and
the Shochet Part 1

The Berditchiver Rebbe was amongst the generals
who led klal Yisroel in his generation. A famed
rebbe, he was a giant in Torah, in Halacha, in
agaddah, and renowned far and wide for his
tremendous ahavas Yisroel. He was also a master
of the hidden Torah, and his tefillos carried great
weight in shomayim.

The Berditchiver Rebbe would rarely break his
concentration in learning. As a leader of his
people, he bore responsibility for them on his
shoulders and often needed to spend great periods
of time on their behalf. Still, even while he spoke
to downtrodden Jews and concerned himself with
their needs, his heart and mind were always tied
to holiness.

In fact, after one conversation with an elderly
woman to which the rebbe devoted a tremendous
amount of time, close disciples questioned how he

was able to spend so much time speaking to her.
The rebbe asked them to repeat the words he had
spoken to the woman and then showed them that
the rosheli teivos, first letters, of each sentence he
had spoken spelled out the name of a different
angel in heaven. Even in the midst of comforting
the woman, the Berditchiver Rebbe had been able
to simultaneously keep his mind on the lofty
happenings above.

One afternoon, the rebbe was in the midst of
learning, his mind engrossed in the sugya before
him, when a thought entered his mind. He stood
up and motioned to his gabbai, who hurried over.
“Please prepare the horse and wagon,” the rebbe
said. “We need to travel immediately.”

The gabbai, though surprised by the sudden plans,
was unquestioning in his faith of his rebbe’s
decisions. “At once,” he responded, hurrying out
to pack a small bag for the rebbe’s journey.

A few short minutes later, the two of them were
seated on the wagon. The driver whipped the
horses, which broke out into a trot, then a gallop.
The journey was smooth and uneventful, and after
a few hours on the road, they arrived at their
destination.

At the rebbe’s behest, the driver stopped the
wagon outside the city’s hotel and the gabbai
stepped down. “Please rent a room for us,” the
rebbe instructed him. “Afterward, please let the
people of the city know that I am here.”

“Www..what does the rebbe mean?” the gabbai
stammered in astonishment. The Berditchiver
Rebbe was a humble, unassuming man who liked
to hide his greatness. Whenever they traveled, he
usually kept his identity a secret so as not to
attract unnecessary honor.

“Go to the rov of the city, and let him know that
the Berditchiver Rebbe is here,” the rebbe said
calmly. “Spread the word that the Berditchiver
Rebbe is in town.”



Still bewildered, the gabbai went to fulfill the
rebbe’s bidding. He entered the hotel and
approached the front desk. “I would like to rent a
room,” he said, pulling out some bills. “The
Berditchiver Rebbe is here, and he wants to stay
at this hotel. Do you have a room befitting the

rebbe?”

From behind the desk, the manager’s head jerked
up, his long payos swinging back and forth. “The
Berditchiver Rebbe is here, in this city?! Wow,
what an honor! Here, let me show you the best
room | have.”

“Did you say the Berditchiver Rebbe is here?” A
man with a straggly brown beard called excitedly
from across the lobby, where he was dragging a
leather suitcase toward the entrance of the hotel.

“Yes, he’s right outside,” the gabbai confirmed,
following the man outside to the waiting wagon.
When he returned a few minutes later with the
rebbe, ushering him into his newly rented
accommodations, a large crowd of admirers had
already formed, eager to glimpse the holy face of
the rebbe and get his blessing.

The gabbai left the rebbe in the hotel room,
learning from a sefer at a small table, and went to
make more noise about the rebbe’s presence in the
city. He raced through the streets, informing
rabbanim and ordinary Jews, spreading the word
to every person he met. A thick swarm of
petitioners descended upon the hotel as people
jostled for the opportunity to speak to the famed
tzaddik.

When the gabbai returned from his mission, the
hotel manager was waiting for him, clearly
regretting his earlier enthusiasm to host the rebbe.
“This cannot continue,” he said firmly, gesturing
at the crowds of people crammed into the
hallways. “This is a hotel, not an auditorium. It
wasn’t built to accommodate such crowding. This
place is liable to be destroyed in just a few
minutes. Just a little pushing, and my walls will
come crumbling down!”

The gabbai pursed his lips, surveying the crowd
thoughtfully. “I’ll send everyone out,” he
suggested. “We’ll have them make a line outside
the hotel building, and one person at a time will
be allowed in for a short audience with the rebbe.”

“Fine!” the hotel manager agreed.

Together, they managed to coax the crowd back
out through the entrance and into an orderly line
that snaked for miles down the road. The chassid
with the brown straggly beard who had had the
good fortune of bumping into the gabbai in the
hotel lobby was standing, still holding his
luggage, in the coveted place directly in front of
the hotel’s wooden doors. He would be the first
man to receive an audience with the rebbe. Those
further down the line looked ahead despairingly,
wondering how many days they would have to
wait before being given an opportunity to meet
with the rebbe.

When the crowd was finally organized, the gabbai
rubbed the back of his hand over his sweaty
forehead and rushed back to the room where he
had left the rebbe.

The Berditchiver Rebbe looked up from his sefer.
“Tell me, are the people here?”

“The entire city is here, or so it seems!” the gabbai
exclaimed. “There must be close to a thousand
men outside, all waiting to talk to the rebbe.
Should I call in the first one?”

“I’m a rov, aren’t I?” the rebbe asked instead of
responding.

“Y..yes,” the gabbai said hesitantly, unsure what
the rebbe was getting at.

“Well, doesn’t the halachah say that when a rov
comes to a city, the shochet of the city should
bring him all his slaughtering knives for
inspection?” the rebbe asked rhetorically. “I want
you to go outside and find the shochet.”



The gabbai left the room and walked outside
toward the expectant crowd. The man with the
straggly beard looked at him eagerly, one foot
resting protectively on his suitcase. “Can I go in?”
“Not yet,” the gabbai told him sympathetically.
He stood up on a carton and motioned for quiet.

“Is the shochet of the city here?” he bellowed.

The people looked in front and behind them as the
question rippled down the line. No, it did not
appear that the shochet was present. There were
rabbonim, there were askonim, there were
carpenters and cobblers, bakers and blacksmiths,
but no shochet.

“He’s not waiting on line,” the gabbai reported
back to the rebbe.

“In that case, please go summon him from his
house,” the rebbe directed.

The gabbai appeared again at the entrance of the
hotel, but the man with the straggly beard’s
shoulders slumped in disappointment as the
rebbe’s devoted assistant walked right passed
him, inquiring after the shochet’s address and
hurrying off.

The shochet, Nosson, was a tall, powerfully built
man. His muscular arms were capable of
restraining aggressive animal as he tied their legs
and readied them for slaughter. He was
accustomed to dealing with large, heavy beasts
and was stronger and tougher than they were. His
huge frame filling the doorway, he looked down
at the gabbai standing before him expectantly.

“The Berditchiver Rebbe is here,” the gabbai said,
trying not to cower in fear. “He wants you to bring
him your slaughtering knives so that he can make
sure they are kosher.”

Nosson’s forehead creased. “I’ve been the ritual
slaughterer here for many years. The local
rabbonim constantly inspect my knives, and they
are always okay. You can tell the rov that

everything is in order with my slaughtering
knives. There’s no need for further inspections.”

The gabbai forced himself to meet the slaughter’s
tough gaze. “Yes, but halachah dictates that if a
rov comes to a city, as a show of derech eretz, the
shochet is required to bring him his knives for
inspection.”

“Don’t you tell me what Halacha says or does not
say,” Nosson growled, looming menacingly over
the gabbai. “And you can go back to your rov and
tell him the same thing. No rov is going to come
in here and tell me what to do!”

When the gabbai returned to the hotel, he couldn’t
bring himself to repeat the shochet’s brazen
words. “He didn’t want to come,” he said quietly,
without elaborating more.

The Berditchiver Rebbe didn’t need to hear
anymore. He was not surprised by the shochet’s
refusal to bring his slaughtering knives; in fact, he
had been anticipating it.

Watching the rebbe’s face, his seasoned gabbai
suddenly grasped what was occurring. The rebbe
had come to this city specifically to deal with the
shechitah in town, which he knew to be
problematic. Anticipating resistance from the
shochet, he had forgone his usual practice of
keeping his identity hidden and notified the entire
city of his presence so that he could make them
all aware of the problematic shechitah.

The rebbe rose from his seat and gestured to his
gabbai to accompany him outside. A hush fell
over the long, long line as the saintly rebbe made
his appearance in front of the hotel. While he had
a reputation of being warm and kindhearted, the
people watched fearfully as the rebbe’s face took
on a stern appearance.

Turning to the gabbai, he announced in a
thundering voice, “Go to the shochet, Nosson, and
let him know that I insist he bring me his



chalafim. I am the Berditchiver Rebbe. He must
bring me his slaughtering knives!”

Those standing close enough to hear the
announcement began whispering to each other as
the gabbai walked off in the direction of the
shochet’s home. Word of the rebbe’s instruction
snaked down the line. A small crowd of curious
Jews left their places in line to follow the gabbai
and witness his exchange with Nosson.

The gabbai found the slaughterer standing at the
door, muscles bulging, arms crossed defiantly
over his chest. “What now?” he demanded.

The gabbai ignored the unfriendly tone, taking
strength in his rebbe’s directive. “The
Berditchiver Rebbe insists that you go to him,
immediately, with your —.”

“My shechitah is fine,” Nosson cut him off. “The
local rabbonim okayed it, and that is good enough
for me and good enough for the city. We don’t
need a rov coming from outside and interfering! I
won’t allow the Berditchiver Rebbe to tell me
what to do.”

The cluster of people behind the gabbai
exchanged incredulous glances, astonished at the
shochet’s mockery of such a respected tzaddik.
An uncomfortable pit settled in their stomachs as
they contemplated the fact that the kashrus of
their meat and poultry was largely in the hands of
a man who had so brazenly degraded a great
Torah giant.

When the gabbai returned to the hotel without the
shochet, the rebbe asked him to call the owner of
the hotel. The man came hurrying over, his hands
shaking nervously.

“Are you the owner of this hotel?” the rebbe
boomed, his voice echoing over the hushed

crowd.

“I am,” the owner confirmed in a chattering voice.

“And the meat that you serve in your hotel; is it
under the shechitah of Nosson, the local
shochet?” the rebbe continued, not lowering his
voice.

The owner nodded. “Yes, I use meat from
Nosson. His shechitah is under the supervision of
the local rabbonim, who have deemed it kosher.”

“I refuse to eat from this shechitah,” the rov
announced. “l won’t be eating meat during my
stay in this town.” He re-entered the building and
returned to his room.

“The rebbe won’t be able to see anyone tonight,”
the gabbai informed the disappointed crowd. The
man with the straggly beard heaved a great sigh
before loading his luggage onto a nearby wagon
and driving off. The crowd dispersed slowly.

Soon, a new crowd formed, this time outside of
Nosson’s home.

“I reserved a full cow that is scheduled to be
slaughtered tomorrow, for my daughter’s
wedding?” A hefty man in the front half-told,
half-asked the shochet. “I wanted to cancel the
order. I won’t be needing it anymore.”

“What do you mean?” Nosson asked in surprise.
“Did the wedding get called off?”

“No, no, nothing like that, baruch hashem,” the
man said, chuckling uncomfortably. “It’s just that
the holy Berditchiver Rebbe doesn’t want to eat
your shechitah, and I don’t want to serve it at the
wedding.”

“That rebbe said my shechitah is treif?!” the
shochet demanded.

“No, no!” the man cried, taking a step back. “He
just said he won’t eat from it, and as such, I don’t
want to eat from it either.”



Nosson raised his hands in surrender. “Fine, your
order is canceled. Serve bread to your guests and
see if I care!”

“Please cancel my order, too,” the man behind
him called out.

“And mine!” someone else added.
“And mine! The chicken and the beef!”

The cancelations were coming thick and fast as
rumors began flying throughout the city.

When Nosson came to shul for Mincha, his mood
was sour. “What is going on over here?” he yelled
at his neighbors. “One little rebbe, and everyone’s
running the other way?!”

The other congregants just averted their eyes
uncomfortably.

In the morning, the rabbonim of the city met up to
go speak to the Berditchiver Rebbe together. The
rebbe greeted them warmly and invited them
inside. They discussed a variety of topics before
someone, finally, broached the subject that was
on the forefront of everyone’s mind.

“We want to know what to do about Nosson’s
shechitah,” a senior rov began. “Does the rebbe
feel that we should no longer certify that his meat
is kosher?”

The rebbe shrugged. “I’m not the rov here, and so
I don’t want to pasken. Personally, however, |
don’t plan on eating from his shechitah.”

When they left the Berditchiver Rebbe, the
rabbonim were undecided. They had understood
from the rebbe’s words that it would be best if
they stopped certifying the shechitah, yet how
could they tear away a man’s livelihood? Most
puzzling was the fact that it was coming from the
Berditchiver Rebbe, famed for his deep love of
mankind.

As they walked, a man came over to them,
gesticulating excitedly with his arms. “We
discovered that the shochet isn’t the straight man
we had always assumed him to be,” he blurted,
quickly recounting what he had seen to the
rabbonim.

Others came rushing over to report similar stories
portraying Nosson as a man with a tainted soul.
“We need a different shochet,” they insisted. “We
refuse to eat this man’s shechitah, and until the
rabbonim remove their certification and pass it on
to someone else, we won’t have anything to eat.”

The stories spread, some true, some less so, and
the pressure from the people grew. Eventually,
the rabbonim of the city agreed to remove their
kashrus certification from Nosson’s
slaughterhouse, effectively shuttering his
establishment. By that time, the Berditchiver
Rebbe had already returned home.

Shut down by the rabbonim and shunned by his
neighbors, Nosson became a loner. He was too
ashamed to appear in public and began davening
in a tiny shteibel at the outskirts of the city.
Despite the fact that he was a strong, powerfully
built man, he had no children, no built-in
supporters to assist him in reaping revenge from
the townspeople who had humiliated him so.

His wife, whose standing in the community had
plummeted along with her husband’s, fell into a
deep depression. Her condition deteriorated
further and further, until one evening, about a
month after the rabbonim had decertified her
husband’s shechitah, she returned her tortured
soul to her maker.

Nosson’s loneliness intensified tremendously
after his wife’s passing. He had no job, no family,
no standing in the community, and definitely no
friends. Still, he had been a shochet for many
years and had a tidy fortune to live off of.

To add to his misfortune, he was soon swarmed
by people demanding refunds on orders he had



never filled, either because they had been
canceled in the wake of the Berditchiver Rebbe’s
refusal to eat his shechitah, or because his
business had been shuttered before he could fill
them. These refunds, plus the cost of his daily
living, was eating away at his savings.

With his reputation in shambles, Nosson knew he
would never be able to find another job. His only
option was to invest his savings so that it would
continue generating income for as long as he
needed it. He researched some investments, put
most of his money into a promising deal, and then
promptly lost his entire fortune when the
investment soured. His home was sold to pay off
the rest of his debts.

A year earlier, he had been a respected man with
a prominent position within the community. Now,
Nosson was homeless, jobless, and all alone in the
word. He had not a penny to his name.
Swallowing his pride, he went around the city
seeking loans, but he was consistently being
refused. People were wary of lending money to a
man whom the great Berditchiver Rebbe had not
trusted.

“I understand that you don’t trust that I’1l return
the money,” Nosson said hoarsely after another
bitter disappointment. He struggled to keep the
desperation out of his voice. “If you don’t want to
lend me money, perhaps you can give me some
tzedakah? I have no money for food.”

The man he was speaking to remained unmoved.
“I would gladly give tzedakah to a nice, simple
Jew, but why would I waste my money on an evil
man like yourself? In your days of power, did you
ever think about the unfortunate who could not
afford the inflated prices you charged? Did you
have pity on the poor who married off their
children in disgrace since you could not spare
them some cheaper cuts of meat at prices they
could pay?! Now it’s your turn to feel how they
felt. I’ll save my tzedakah for good people like
them.”

Left with no alternative, Nosson was forced to
leave his hometown to collect money at locales
where he wasn’t infamously known and
passionately hated. While his anonymity
protected him and allowed him to collect small
amounts of money, it also hindered his efforts,
since not too many people were willing to throw
larger sums at a complete stranger.

And so, Nosson settled into the painful and
arduous life of a pauper, living from coin to coin.

To be continued....
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A FORMER TALMID OF RAV BEINUSH FINKEL WAS VISITING ERETZ THERE'S AN INYAN
YISROEL FROM AMERICA. DURING HIS STAY THE BOCHUR WENT TO FOR ONE TO SAY 60008YE

VISIT HIS REBBI A FEW DAYS REFORE HIS TRAVEL HOME. SPECIF 'CA‘—‘—C’EAO\;“E;HE DAY ONE

U
~IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL U yOu SHOULD
EXPERIENCE BEING HERE, 8UT PROBABLY COME THE SAME
ALL 600D THINGS COME TO ..I WOULD LIKE TO DAY AS THE FLIGHT, NOT THE NIGHT
MEET YOU AND SAY L'CHAIM BEFORE. IS IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU
\ LIL'SHALOM BEFORE YOU LEAVE. TO PAY A SHORT VISIT IN THE
WHEN ARE YOU LEAVING? MORNING?
MY FLIGHT LEAVES EARLY IN

THE MORNING. CAN I COME TO
VISIT THE ROSH HAYESHIVA THE
NIGHT BEFORE?

..THE TAXI IS TAKING ME
TO THE AIRPORT AT FIVE IN
THE MORNING.

.WHAT IF YOU FORGET? WON'T
YOU 8E UNDER PRESSURE TO
MAKE THE FLIGHT ON TIME?

T'M AWAKE THEN.
..OK, T'LL ASK THE CAB

DRIVER TO STOP 8Y THE RAV'S
HOUSE ON THE WAY TO THE
AlIRPORT.

REBSI, T MAY 8E UNDER
PRESSLURE, B8UT HOW CAN 1
FORGET?

BUT YOU DON'T LIVE HERE;
HOW WILL YOU KNOW WHERE
TO DIRECT THE DRIVER?

REBBI, T KNOW THE
STREETS OF YERLISHALAYIM,
AND HOPEFLULLY THE TAXI
DRIVER DOES, TOO...

THE MORNING OF THE FLIGHT, THE THE TALMID WALKED OUTSIDE TO CHECK WHAT WAS GOING
TALMID WOKE UP EXTRA EARLY AND ON. RAV BEINUSH FINKEL WAS STANDING 8Y THE DOOR.
~—_ BEGAN PREPARING HIS LUGEAGE.

ms THERE A TAXI

IN FRONT OF MY BUILDING?
I DIDN'T EVEN CALL FOR
ONE YET/!

T THOUGHT YOU MIGHT
JUST HAVE FOREGOTTEN
AFTER ALL.

"‘/NOC/(/
— L=
H L~
=5 -
' r__—l IN HIS CHARACTERISTIC HUMILITY, R’ BEINUSH DID NOT WANT TO
o 28 \\ L2 INCONVENIENCE HIS TALMID BECAUSE OF HIS PERSONAL REQUEST.

R’ BINYOMIN BEINISH FINKEL Y781 WAS BORN IN MIR, POLAND, ON 9395 DY TO YTy 1?’7 M, THE ﬂ:l’\’)’ VNI, AND 'D‘JD
¢Gna 1ﬂ’bN 7 KAMAL D78Y'S DAUGHTERD. AT THE AGE OF Q YEARS OLD, HE WOLLD LEARN FIVE D’S‘T OF N2 WlTH
HIS FATHEQ EVERY DAY. IN 1431, HE WENT TO LEARN 8Y THE DN N9N, AND IN 1933-34 HE LEARNED UNDEQ R’
YITZCHOK ZEV SOLOVEITCHIK, THE BRISKER ROV. AFTER HIS ARRIVAL IN bN'W)’ NI CAPPROX. 1940, R’ BINYOMIN
BEINISH BECAME CLOSE TO THE WON mn IN 194Q, HE MARRIED DO, THE DALUGHTER OF R’ SHMUEL GREINEMAN
5181, WHO WAS THE VIN ]1’(‘!'\ S BROTHER-IN-LAW. IN 1965, R’ 8INYOMIN BEINISH BECAME B J'D’W’ VN, WHERE HE
SERVED ALONG SIDE HIS B8ROTHER-IN-LAW DN 1 SHMUELEVITZ. IN ADDITION TO GIVING D"ﬂ)’\’) HE TOOK OVER
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ﬂ:l’\f')’ R’ BINYOMIN BEINISH WAS APPOINTED TO THE ﬁ'ﬂﬂ'l ’717) 3'13)’1)3 8Y 'Y 17
IN 1988. THERE ARE FASCINATING STOQlES OF HIS N’YJ\’)'T NRYO AND HIS TDN2) '1'113'13 3'\1‘JTA IT IS WELL-KNOWN
THAT HIS FATHER-IN-LAW CONSIDERED HIM ONE OF THE D’?"TS "9, KNOWN FOR HIS HUMILITY AND MODESTY, FOR
YEARS R’ BINYOMIN BEINISH LlSED TO PRAY DAILY AT THE 7ﬂ13
For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 5672-5750 1911-1990 vay n™

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.
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MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH

Bigger Than
Just You
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You are standing today, all of you, before Hashem your G-d... every Jewish person.

(Devarim 28:13)

It is a special zechus for a Jew to be part of the k/al,
to be part of the community of a shu/ or yeshivah or
kollel. This is YR WX 93, “every Jewish person,”
standing together.

Let’s focus on learning frameworks. Being part of
such a framework and adjusting one’s life to fit into
it benefits a person greatly, even if he sometimes feels
constricted and held back from personal growth. He
will gain more from being part of the zzibbur than
by doing his learning and avodah on his own.

One of the great pluses of being part of a such a
community is the support that surrounds a person
for the positive things he is doing. This support
could be compared to crutches. This alone makes it
worth it to be part of a #zibbur. True, we don’t always
need crutches, but when we do need them, we can’t
make it without.

I have been around for many years now, and time
after time, I have seen bachurim and yungermen who
wanted to do their avodah on their own, without
a community framework. They indeed had some
good periods of a half a year or a year.

But in the end, the world is a whirlwind and
blows people off track. People go through hard

times. They experience crises.

If it is a yeshivah bachur, he comes to the age of
shidduchim, and if it is a yungerman, he is faced by
some difficulty in life, such as a sick family member
or financial difhiculties. There are many other kinds

of crises as well.

If a person learns in a Kollel, despite all the
difficulties he is going through, he knows that he still
needs to get to kollel, and the community holds him



up and pulls him along. His head may bespinning,

but he survives, and in the end, he pulls through the
crisis and continues moving forward. He continues
growing.

But when as a crisis hits a loner, he gets knocked
over and can’t get back on his feet because there is no
one there to help him up.

The world is like a wild whirlwind. A person
finds himself in all sorts of unexpected situations.
When he has a community around him, when he
has a chavrusa, a shiur, a kollel, sedarim, notes and
chiddushim he is writing down, then even when
his head is not working right, the train keeps on
chugging and he is carried along with it.

But if he gets off the train and starts to run on his
own, he might surpass the train for a while, but after
a few miles he is liable to fall into a pit or get stuck
in a ditch and there will be no one there to pull him
out. When that happens, he will just stay there.

Shlomo Hamelech taught us:

OX qnipn Py Aun SWing mI ox
mn - If the spirit of the ruler [ie., the
Yetzer Hara] comes upon you, do not leave
your place.!

My rabbi and teacher R. Leib Malin 2"/ would
always say: “Be a yachid within the zzibbur,” be an
individual within the community.

This is a profound eitzah and I want to explain
what he meant and then offer some ways to do it,
practically speaking.

The point is that you should not give up on your
individuality and your unique avodas Hashem. You

1 Koheles 10:4.

should rather integrate it with the zzibbur. The
yachid and the tzibbur are not in opposition but
rather complement one another.

A person who wishes to grow spiritually should
do it within the framework of the #zibbur. Between
the regular learning sessions of the yeshivah, review
what you learned. At night, dedicate a half hour to
learn Halachah or go over dapim ot Gemara.

But the main thing is, “Do not leave your place””
Don’t break the framework that was set up for you,
because this framework is critical for your success.
You don’t know what will be tomorrow.

True, a person whose whole life is only what his
learning framework dictates cannot grow spiritually,
because the framework was set for the needs of the
tzibbur, and the tzibbur is composed of people on
various levels. Someone who aspires to be special
must do avodah on his own, as well.

To be an individual within the community means
that if others arrive every morning to learning at 9:10
AM, ten minutes after the time, you should come on
time and take advantage of those ten minutes. In
this way you will be special. And don’t speak about
anything during the learning seder except for the
learning.

There are all kinds of points like these where a
person can be special while at the same time being
part of the tzibbur.

We need to stick with the framework, and work
within it, to find greatness. On Friday afternoon,
on Shabbos night and Shabbos afternoon, and other
times such as these, take full advantage to learn and
ascend spiritually on your own.

This is what makes a person grow and become

a gadol. ®
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A Big Choice

You shall choose life. (Devarim 30:19)

People think that free choice, bechirab, is a matter
of choosing between yes and no. For instance, should
Ilearn Torah right now, or should I go do something
empty and unimportant? This is indeed part of the
concept of free choice. But there is a lot more depth
to it than that. In the Seforim Hakedoshim, free

choice is called daas or hachrauah.

There is a choice to be made that is much deeper
than just deciding between yes and no, and that
deeper point is the true bechirah.

In the blessing over the Haftarah we recite WX
DWW X212 M2 - “He chose good prophets....”
The word “chose” is employed. What does it mean
that Hashem “chose” good prophets?

Of course it doesn’t mean that Hashem was in
doubt whether to place His Shechinah upon good
prophets or bad prophets, and in the end, He
chose the good ones. Similarly, it says in our Yom
Tov prayers: DY YIn 1NN N8 — “You chose
us from among all the nations” This doesn’t mean
that Hashem was deliberating whether to choose the
Jews or the Chinese, and in the end, He decided to
take the Jews. Rather, Hashem chose good prophets,
and He chose Yisrael, absolutely and resolutely. It’s a

different kind of choice.

In the same way, a human being has the power of
free choice. He can choose absolutely what he is and
what he wants in life. We will explain.

Nowadays, if a child exhibits violent behavior,
the mother hurries to take him for psychological
evaluation and perhaps treatment. She wants the
psychologist to diagnose why her child behaves that
way. What do modern psychologists often say? “The
child is not to blame. When he was young, he was
treated in a manner that caused him to develop a
violent personality. The emotional damage that was
done to him in his earlier childhood is exhibiting

(v, ©127) .0”Na PN

itself in his present behavior.”

Then the mother says, “So I am to blame?” The
psychologist replies, “No, you are not to blame,
either. It’s your parents....”

According to this approach, no one is ever to
blame, because a person’s behavior is just a link in
a chain of reactions, and every reaction has a cause,
and every cause has another cause that preceded it,
and the buck stops nowhere. Accordingly, a person is
not responsible for his actions and cannot be blamed
for them. Human beings are like computers whose
output is determined by the data that was fed in.

This is the prevalent approach today. It is part
of the outlook that human beings are animals with
greater intelligence.

What does the Torah say?

There is such a thing as a chain reaction in human
behavior, but there is a starting point of absolute free
choice that has no prior cause. This starting point is
a totally fresh beginning that is not determined by
prior conditions.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives us the ability to choose,
and we choose between good and evil. We cannot
conceptualize this or understand it, because this
starting point of absolute choice is a Divine point. A
person makes this choice without a prior cause. It is
a kind of yesh meayin. It is not a chain reaction but
rather the point where we make a true choice.

And we have two options to choose between: We
can choose Hashem, or we can choose the alternative,
which is avodah zarah. We know what it means to
choose Hashem. But what does it mean to choose
avodah zarah? How is idolatry even relevant in our
day and age?

Letsask asimple person whatlife is all about. What
does he want in life? He is likely to say that he wants a
comfortable life, pain-free, no suffering or unpleasant



financial pressures. He wants satisfaction from the

children. He wants to live a good and peaceful life.

What's wrong with that? Is he asking for anything
asur?

However, Chazal say:

723 DK7 MONWD X217 YK 31 Wi KD
— “There shall not be in you a strange god,
and you shall not prostrate yourself to a
foreign god”! What is the “strange god”

thatisinside a person? Itis the Yetzer Hara.?

In other words, if a person’s life is all about seeking

pleasures, even if they are kosher pleasures, this is

1 Tehillim 81:10.
2 Shabbos 105b.
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Thirst

avodah zarah. He is worshipping a “strange god.” This
is because the person’s “I” is his Yezzer: If he is seeking
pleasure in life, he is actually worshipping himself.

The proper choice to make is attachment to
Hashem. Deveikus. And the point that is responsible
for making this choice is up in the head, in the brain,
which is the place that zefillin rest on. The tefillin are
placed high up on a person’s head, where his brain
is. This hints that a person’s essence is attachment
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. [Because the essence of a
human being is his fundamental power of choice,
and this choice takes place in the brain. The zefillin,
which rest above the brain, represent connection to

Hakadosh Baruch Hu.]

This is a person’s essence: to connect this
fundamental point, his fundamental life-choice, to
Hashem. o
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In order to connect the sated to the thirsty. Hashem will not wish to forgive him.

(Devarim 29:18-19)

Jews are Thirsty

This pasuk speaks of those who are thirsty, and of
their opposite, those who are sated. Chazal learn an
important principle from this:

Said Rav Yehudah, said Rav: Regarding
someone who returns a lost object to a non-
Jew, the Torah says, “In order to connect
the sated to the thirsty. Hashem will not

wish to forgive him.”

1 Sanhedrin 76b.

Rashi explains that non-Jews are called “sated.”
They feel they have had enough already and they are
not thirsty for their Creator. Jews are called “thirsty”
because they thirst and desire to fear their Creator
and keep His mitzvos. When a person returns a lost
object to a non-Jew, he is in effect “connecting” and

equating non-Jews to Jews.
And what exactly is the problem with returning a
lost object to a non-Jew?

When a person returns a lost object to non-Jews,
although there is no mitzvah to do so, he is treating

them the same as he treats Jews, to whom there is



indeed a mitzvab to return a lost object. This shows

that in his eyes, returning an object is not a mitzvah
of his Creator.

So explains Rashi.

Here we see the difference between a non-Jew
and a Jew. A Jew is “thirsty” and a non-Jew is sated.
The non-Jew might not always be sated, but for him,
there is such a state. If he has a house and home, if he
has everything he needs, that’s it. He is relaxed and
at peace with life.

A Jew is always “thirsty.” He is always looking for

“water” He is never truly relaxed and at peace with

life.

It’s that way also in gashmiyus. A friend of mine told
me that he stayed in a hotel in Europe. The owner, a
non-Jew with a chain of hotels around the world, said
to him as follows: every person in the world, if you
give him good service, he will be satisfied. But not a
Jew. No matter how hard you try, he is never satisfied.
He always has complaints. Whatever you give him, he

will always want something else, something better.

My friend replied to the hotel owner that this is

because a Jew is always searching for something greater.

I would offer a different explanation. A Jew does
not just search for ruchniyus. He also despises all

gashmiyus. Material things cannot satisfy him.

In any case, the principle we learn from the
above-quoted pasuk is that a Jew is thirsty by nature.
He never feels sated. He cannot be satisfied by the
pleasures of this world because this is not our world.

And this is something every Jew needs to know.

Doing Mitzvos is Who We Are
The Ramchal teaches us a principle in Sefer

Mesilas Yesharim:

A person’s essential being in this world is
only to keep mitzvos and serve Hashem and
withstand trials. Regarding worldly pleasures,
it is fitting for a person to partake of them

only as a help and assistance so he will be

settled and clear-minded, so he can focus on

the avodah he must perform.?

It is not for enjoyment and pleasure that we
came here, to this world. There is no moment that a
Jew can say that right now he doesn’t need to learn
Torah, or that right now he can’t learn because he is
restless for something else, after all, he needs to live
life, too... this goes against the true Jewish feeling
toward life and its purpose.

Many of us don't understand this. We realize that our
main purpose in this world is Torah and mitzvos. We
know this is the most important thing of all. But many
of us think that after all, life is life. A human being is a
human being. And this world is a world, too. Sometimes
you need to rest a little, you deserve a break....

There is a story about a schnorrer who went to the
US to collect money. When he got off the plane he saw
a dollar bill on the floor. Someone said to him, ‘Nz,
pick it up!” he replied, “I didn’t start working yet.”

W are taught that we need to do mitzvos at every
moment. That we need to collect every mitzvah
that we can get ahold of. But we feel like replying,
“First let me rest a little, then I will start to work.
In two weeks, I will travel back to the yeshivah, and
when I get there, I will learn and daven like I should.
But right now, I am on vacation (or I am between
sedarim). Let me live!”

The Ramchal taught us in the above-quoted
principle that according to true Jewish outlook,
there is no such thingas that. Even when it comes to
material enjoyments, for instance, a person picks out
for himself a new suit or a nice tie, it is not because
he has a right to “live life.” Such a thing is against
the whole Jewish hashkafab!It’s because if you wear a
nice tie, it will make you feel good, and then you can
learn with more zest and energy. But without this
goal, it goes against your whole being as a Jew, both
generally and personally.

On the practical level, it is obvious that not
everyone is able to live with such tension. A person
is permitted to take enjoyments so he will feel settled
and be clear-minded. But we can’t forget what we are

2 Mesilas Yesharim ch. 1.
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here for. A person needs to keep in mind 12 7N
MYW3, as the Sefer Mesilas Yesharim calls it. This is a
matter of hashkafah, of feeling, of believing that only

for Torah and mzitzvos did we come to this world.

Charedim

Unfortunately, there are Jews who don’t look at
it this way.

This is what sets true bnei Torah apart from
those who vaguely describe themselves as “religious”
or “Orthodox.” It is this feeling. It is in fact quite
appropriate that in Israel, the community of which
bnei Torah form the core is called “Charedim.” This
term implies total care and concern for Torah and
mitzvos. Literally, it denotes those who shake from
fear of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Because this is what

our whole being is supposed to be.

We should be in fear twenty-four hours a day. We
should not be relaxed and comfortable. We should
not be at rest at all; we should be constantly seeking

to serve Hashem more and better.

This is what sets true bnei Torah apart. Those
who vaguely describe themselves as religious Jews do
indeed have religion in their lifestyle, but they are
not in constant fear and trembling over Torah and
mitzvos. They learn, they go to shul, but they also live
their lives.

This goes against the true Torah hashkafah. To
a ben Torah, the world means nothing. It has no
significance, and neither does this-worldly pleasure
and enjoyment. A wealthy man who once visited the
home of the Chofetz Chayim asked him, “Where is
the furniture?” Why don’t you have any furniture
to speak of in your home? The Chofetz Chayim
answered that he is in the middle of a journey from
one place to another. He didn’t get where he is going

yet, so he doesn’t have furniture while on the road.

This world is not our place. We have no rest here.
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This is true Jewish hashkafah. We don’t have a
home because we are travelling; we are on the road.
We grab a bite to eat here and there so we can keep
going. We are not settled down in this world, not
even for a moment.

It is a matter of bashkafah, of knowing the truth.
A person needs to know that this world is nothing
but a place to prepare and get ready for what comes
next. Every moment, we are at work. We need to
live in the world, but we need to always remember
that this is not our world. There is a world that is
ours, and when we get there, we will rest. These short
seventy years are like a train ride. We are constantly
in motion, traveling toward our true destination.

Practically Speaking

So far, we have talked about the theory of the
matter, the hashkafah.

How do you practice this hashkafah in real life, in
daily life?
Do all your deeds for the sake of Heaven.?

What we have been talking about is a tremendous
subject. Being connected to it is the peak of human
greatness. But it needs to be divided into two.

The first part is to know clearly what you are
doing here. When people feel tense, they often get
themselves something sweet to eat. The person feels
that he is on a break right now, or he is on vacation,
and he wants to relax.

But we need to know that in hashkafah, there
is no such thing as, “I am on vacation right now”
We can do it, we can get ourselves something tasty
to eat, because it calms us down. But when we do
this, it needs to be with the clear understanding that
we are eating so we will be able to continue on with
renewed energy.

3 Pirkei Avos 2:12.
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