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A Yid is a Yid

One Erev Yom Kippur, a few years before his passing, Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”/ was wheeled into the elevator of his
apartment building in the Lower Eastside of Manhattan. He was going to be spending Yom Tov by his Yeshiva in Staten
Island.

There was a Jewish man in the elevator whose head was bare. The man bent down towards Rav Moshe and said “A
Happy New Year, Rabbi.” Rav Moshe looked up at the man with genuine warmth and wished the man the same. The
man then bent down again and said to Rav Moshe “And a healthy new year too, Rabbi.” Rav Moshe looked back at
the man and said “May you also be blessed with a healthy year, one filled with success and nachas from your children

IM

and may you live to witness Mashiach's arrival”.

The man was so moved by the great Rav. As Rav Moshe was getting into the car, the man turned to Rav Moshe's
daughter-in-law, Rebbetzin Sheila Feinstein, and said “It's obvious that | am not religious, but to the Rabbi | am a
Somebody.”

In the car Rebbetzin Feinstein told her father-in-law how moved the man was. Rav Moshe explained his show of
warmth toward the man in one short sentence “Uber er iz a Yid” (But he is a Jew)!

The Missing Rabbi

One erev Yom Kippur, shortly before sunset, all the Yidden of Salant had gathered in shul, the men were wrapped in
their talleisim, and all were waiting for the saintly Rav, Rav Yisrael Salanter to come so they could all begin Kol Nidrei.
They waited. And waited and waited, and the Rav wasn't showing up! People started getting worried. Where was the
Ray, did something happen to him?! Finally, at the last moment, he came rushing in and they were able to start. After
Maariv was over, he explained to the people who were gathered what had happened.

The Rav was on his way to shul, when he passed the open window of a small house. Through the window, he heard a
little baby crying. Obviously, the mother had left the baby sleeping, and figured she could just go to shul to hear Kol
Nidrei. But after the mother left, the baby woke up and started crying.

So, Rav Yisrael went into the house and rocked the baby until it calmed down and fell asleep again! It didn't matter
that he had been on his way to shul on erev Yom Kippur to daven Kol Nidrei. A yiddishe neshamah was in distress, and
helping another Yid is the most important thing there can be, even if it’s just a little baby!

The Man on the Plane

Many years ago, a Yid named R’ Shimon was travelling to Eretz Yisroel, and as he was sitting on the plane, he could
not help but notice elderly man on his left who was busy consuming a non-kosher meal. R’ Shimon was startled and
disturbed to see that the name on the wrapper of the meal was an obviously Jewish one.
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“Excuse me, | don't mean to be rude or offend you, but may | ask you a question?" he asked. “Are you aware that we
have the option to order kosher meals on this airline?"

The man looked at him and replied with disgust, "l don't eat kosher."
“Do you mind my asking why not?” questioned a disturbed R’ Shimon.

“You really want to know what happened to me?" the man asked while he rolled up his sleeve to reveal a number
tattooed in blue ink. “It was my son. That was the final straw. | endured everything in the concentration camps with
equanimity until finally, one day | broke. The entire time in the camps, | had one goal, to see the liberation with my
son. His mother was long gone, as were his brother and sisters, but we were going to survive, | was sure of it. One
day, the entire prisoner population was summoned to the assembly area for a special roll call. There were a number
of trapdoors on the platform to accommodate several simultaneous hangings. During this tirade, my son's hand was
squeezing my arm so hard that he almost cut off my circulation. We all stampeded to get out of the line of fire, and
my son and | were separated in the frenzy. | never saw him again. Later, | heard from others who knew us, that he had
been pulled aside by a soldier and shot."

Brushing the tears from his eyes, he continued, "That is what broke me and | don’t keep anything anymore.”

R’ Shimon did not know what to respond to this misguided statement born of such suffering, so he did not say
anything. Six hours later, they landed and went their separate ways, not expecting to ever cross paths again.

Four years later, R’ Shimon decided to take his family to Eretz Yisrael for the Yamim Tovim. For Yom Kippur, they
attended a Sephardi shul in Yerushalayim. Walking outside for some fresh air, he saw something out of the corner of
his eye that stunned him. An elderly man was sitting at the bus stop, shamelessly smoking a cigarette! Standing there
in shock, he suddenly recognized him as the acquaintance from the plane who had lost his son in the concentration
camp. R’ Shimon realized that he was being given another chance.

Approaching the elderly man, he asked, “Isn't it funny how life will sometimes throw two people together and they
can't even imagine why? Then years later they cross paths once again, and this time they are able to get a little bit of
an idea why they had to meet. I'm sure you know that today is Yom Kippur and they are about to say Yizkor. Come
with me so we can ask the chazzan to mention your son's name, who died al kiddush Hashem. This might be your
only chance for your son's name to be remembered. Don't you think that it's time for his neshamah to be mentioned?"

Tears gathered in the corners of his eyes, just waiting to spill over onto his shirt. Clasping his arm, R’ Shimon led him
through the shul and up to where the chazzan stood. Approaching him and asked if he would say Yizkor for the man’s
son. The man then leaned over and whispered his son's name:

Binyomin Zelig ben Eliezer.

The chazzan's face turned a chalky white, and beads of sweat broke out on his forehead. His eyes looked like they
would pop out of his head, and he swayed for a second where he stood. He reached out toward the man standing
next to me and called out in a strangled voice, "Father!" and fainted on the spot.
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Gezairas Tach V'tat. Its mere mention conjures up images of Yidden running for their lives from the blazing fires which wiped out a third of 773
73! during the years 1648-1649." In the name of “religion”, the wicked rasha Bogdan Chmielnicki in271 iny nn, and his armies of hoodlums
and o'nyin, plundered the Yiddishe kehilos of Eastern Europe. There were two 1iTo *7iTa who were killed by the Cossack mobs, the great
' 7¥ and 7217n Rav Shimshon of Ostropolle?, and Rav Yechiel of Nemirov. It was plainly said that these two n'j7'T¥ were n'a0n to be niaangz
for the sake of 7' 7'72. Di'7Y) on a complete destruction of the 7x1w! 7¢ nin'Xaiw had been decreed. These two ntj7'T¥ gave their lives
to save two thirds of '2xw 7'72. The other third actually had to give up their lives.

Rav Shmuel Ashkenazi was the son of Rav Shimshon of Ostropolle, and the son-in-law of Rav Yechiel of Nemirov3. He and his family managed
to escape the sword of the Cossacks in Russia, and they settled in the great city of Cracow, Poland. When they arrived in Cracow, the Yidden
lined the streets in their Shabbos clothing, and played music as they greeted Rav Shmuel '7apeix and his family of o'j7*1¥. The sight of such
great n'j7' 7Y, such a bikavodikka family in ‘2w 22, such prodigious princes running like fugitives, broke their hearts. Yet, the fact that this
Tzadik and his family had taken up residence in Cracow, and they could now benefit from his guidance and n'nid7, made them feel very
fortunate.

Rav Shmuel Ashkenazi’s time in Cracow was short lived. He soon returned his nnwia back to those of his holy fathers, leaving behind a great
nwi' of both nivanin and nimwa to his son Reb Avraham. Despite the fact that Reb Avraham Ashkenazi was very young, the people of
Cracow felt 4Thy! n'j7*T¥ N2, the chain of N1 and greatness would continue to spread from him. Reb Avraham continued teaching his
father's Torah to the masses of Cracow, and things finally felt like they were settling down, but then, once again the |piw came dancing. A
meeting took place behind the locked chambers of the Polish government. The Premier was more than a little bit annoyed at his advisor, Polska,
whose idea it was to allow the Jews refuge in Cracow. Of course, allowing the Jews into Cracow was a good move even from a selfish
perspective. The Jews stimulated the economy. They started shops and businesses. The factories and farms had whom to sell their products.
The fact was that the average Pole had next to nothing and the Jews were benifiting him. With the Cossacks killing Jews in Russia, it made
sense for Poland to gloat over the opportunity to allow them in. The Premier, though, was a raving anti-Semite. His attitude was '¢j91 ninn
D'vY"79 nX. The Poles could go hungry. The main thing was that the Jews shouldn't profit. The fact that the Ashkenazi family came with a
large entourage, and they were respected and doing well, made him green with envy. His decision was made. The Jews would have to be made
to feel uncomfortable. The already exorbitant Jew tax would be doubled, and hopefully, the Jews would take the hint and leave Cracow!

When the refugees heard about this evil decree, they looked towards Reb Avraham for guidance. Was it time to leave Cracow and travel
someplace else to find a nn1an nipn for themselves? The new n1'7a was making life almost impossible for them. Gently, Reb Avraham
answered them. “My dear friends, as a little boy | spent my days running from town to town avoiding the Cossack sword. We finally made it here
to Cracow where we have at least some relative w9an nnian. | saw my sainted father learning Torah, and being iy in nein nTiay, under
the most difficult of circumstances as we ran from town to town. Look! We have to come to terms with this. The fact is, we are in n1'73, and until
n'wn comes there will be niny no matter where we are. So, they want to double our taxes, they will double our taxes, what can | do? We will
continue to stay here in Cracow.”

A year later, the government held another meeting. “Polska, it's not working! It's been a year since we've enacted all sorts of disgusting laws
against the Jews. It's not working Polska! The Jews aren’t running!” “Well, what would you like us to do now?” Polska shot back. “Don't expect
us to become barbarians like the Cossacks and take to the sword! You've passed all sorts of laws. The Jews can only live in the ghetto. We've
made life exceedingly difficult for them! What more do you want?!” Unmoved, the Premier responded, “Making life difficult for the Jews is
obviously not working. Let’s outright decree that all the refugees who have run here from Russia must leave! They never had permission to
enter! “But we did give them permission to enter!” “We just decided that we didn’t! They were supposed to be guests and paupers here, not
rich and well to do. That was not our plan!”

Before long, soldiers were dispatched to post up the terrible n'7a. All the people who had suffered so much dodging the death and destruction
of the Cossacks, now had three months to leave Cracow. The Yidden turned to Reb Avraham for guidance. “Reb Avraham! Did you see the new
n1'7a? What's going to happen? 127 nwin nwy nn?” Reb Avraham responded, “Please rabbosai, n2iv'7 1t na. Whatever x1n 7112 wiTpn
does is good, whether or not we understand it. Look at the great TQn over here. The n'7iy ¢ i2ian has not decreed upon us that we have to
leave empty handed. They are giving us permission to take our money with us. Clearly x1n 3902 wiTpn has sent a n*'7wi amongst the evil
people who have made this decision. The n%iy 7¢ iaia will help. We will find new places. Better places. Perhaps in a smaller town where we
won't stand out so much in the eyes of the n'ia, we will find some relative peace where we can serve Hashem without anyone bothering us.

1 Rav Fishel Schachter/ Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #137 / Dial-A-Shiur

21%i9inYoiNn NOY |2 |iYNY 21 was a grandson (daughter’s son) of R’ Shimshon ben Betzalel, a brother of the Maharal of Prague. He was
born around the year 0"w (1600) and died n¥in w17 2V in N"n (1648) (Artscroll History Series / The Early Acharonim / pg. 148)

% In the Shach’s Megillas Eifah, in a piece titled DN X' 72, he writes a moving 7901 for the great Reb Yechiel of Nemirov. (ibid. pg. 167)
* (12 fouin)
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NI 402 WiTrn sent us this |01 and He will give us the ninid to face this |i*Qa. | wouldn’t have chosen to wander from place to place again
on my own, but x40 312 wiTn created this situation, and now that we have no choice, | will leave with a smile.”

So, only several years after Rav Shmuel Ashkenazi and his family of n*j7*T¥ came into the city of Cracow with so much joy, the people of Cracow
lined up weeping and crying as they accompanied the Ashkenazi family, and many of the other Jews who had run away from the Cossacks, out
of Cracow. “Woe is to them!” they said to themselves. “Why?! Why did the Polish government do this? No other explanation other than outright
7x1w' N and jealousy.” When they reached a turn in the road, Reb Avraham Ashkenazi turned around and faced the people of Cracow.
He thanked the Yiddishe community for being so kind to him during his stay there. He thanked them for their Tia2 in greeting him, and told them
to be nanxa 72570 the n'1a of sending him away. They traveled a little further, and when they got to a crossroads, once again, Reb Avraham
Ashkenazi addressed the people that had to leave with him. “Rabbosai! As much as it would be so valuable for us to stay together, | don't think
it's a good idea. Do you see what happens when we are together? We grow too big, and that is what generates the nxyw of the n'ia toward
us. Perhaps, under the circumstances it would be beneficial for us to divide ourselves into small groups. Of course, in our hearts our iz will
be extremely strong. We will care for each other at all times. We will write to each other. We will help each other. But in a physical sense we
must do this! Rabbosai! Please! Have bitachon! | and my family are going to settle in a small town called Bistritz. The rest of you should travel
to different towns. The n%7iy 7¢ nian will help! The nYiy 7 ian will say enough for our niny.

When Reb Avraham reached Bistritz, he immediately began the process of building a big house. Not a fancy house from the outside, but a big
house. He was determined that if he was going to take up residence in this small town, he would take advantage of the wonderful opportunity of
the ni¥n of n'n1ix norn. The Yidden who travel from town to town and pass through Bistritz should be able to spend a night there, a Shabbos
there, in a special room with comfort. Rav Avraham made sure that there was always plenty of food. Indeed, from far and wide people flocked
to Bistritz for a rest, for a ruchniyusdikka uplifting as well as a gashmiyusdikka one. Once again, the bracha that accompanied Reb Avraham,
planted itself into place. Whatever Reb Avraham invested in had tremendous nn'7xn. But more important than anything else, a wonderful thing
happened to Reb Avraham. He was blessed with a son. To show that he had tremendous love for x1n 3102 WiTizn despite all his travails, and
that he was 7'an the n7iv 7¢ i1ia's QN in the midst of all his niny, he named his son Leiber, Lieber, which in Yiddish means love, to show
his love to x1n 7412 wiTzn. Now, Reb Avraham Ashkenazi would be busy most of the day being 32nn his son Reb Lieber. Each day he would
learn more and more with him. A rising star in '7x2* 7'73 was coming up®!

But, once again tragedy would strike. Reb Lieber’s father, Reb Avraham, passed away. Reb Lieber was left a young nin! in a huge house in
the town of Bistritz. The Yidden of Bistritz did their best to try to help poor little Lieber. They hired special n*1n'mn for him. To their dismay, Reb
Lieber didn’'t seem to have much interest in these n'*1n'm. Instead, he would wander off into the woods behind his house, he would wade
through a pond, and he would spend hours and hours there!

What was he doing in those woods? People said that they heard him cry, they heard him daven, they heard him learn to himself. But was this
normal? For such a small child? Ahavas Hashem, and Ahavas Yisroel go hand in hand. True to his name, Lieber, even as a little boy, developed
such a love for Yidden. When he would return home from his day in the forest, he would never go in a straight path. He would run, dodging the
trees, through the twigs, alongside the brook, until he would reach the edge of the forest. Then he would circle around and around in the field.

What was he doing over there? He was looking for lambs, for cows, or oxen that had gone astray. He knew each one more or less, where it
came from, and who it belonged to. Lieber was an interesting sight! Walking home at the end of the day across the fields leading a bunch of
animals returning each one to its farm. The townspeople were thrilled! Other farmers had to go looking at the end of the day for their lost animals,
but in the little hamlet of Bistritz there was never a problem. Little Lieber, with his love to return something back to its rightful owner, did all this
work for them. The townspeople used to say, “Chutchik if the kid is a shtickle, funny, he spends his time in the forest, at least he has a 2iv 2!
A good heart! Looking so much to do favors for people!” And this way, little Lieber grew up to be big Lieber. He got married. After his marriage,
not too much changed. They lived in their big house. Once again, n*nix came flocking from all over as Reb Lieber continued to spend the
money that his father had left him in the same manner that his father used the money, with njzT¥ and Ton. Lieber again would spend his days
in the forest davening and learning. Every once in a while, Reb Lieber would have to put up with some of the town n'mpn. “Anshuldiks! Reb
Lieber, really, it's not for me to tell you what to do, but I'm going to tell you what to do. You have to invest your money! What do you mean you're
using your father's money? You're just going off spending all day in that forest over there! What are you doing there anyhow!?” “Lieber! Dos is
nisht der veg! This is not the way you're supposed to do things! Mishugaim spend their time in forests alone! What?! You bury yourself in a falis
over there?! You're saying n"7'nn?! What? Do you have all of the worries of 7y 773 on your shoulders?! LET'S GO! START A STORE!
I'LL HELP YOU! | BE YOUR MANAGER, OKAY!

Reb Lieber heard this from morning until night, and never answered a word. He politely nodded his head and said, “thank you,” and just walked
away.

NaN' nwn N1rya we will continue this story.

There is so much to learn from the n)nx and |iny*a of the great n'j7*T¥ in this story. Reb Lieber eventually became a great 71y and Tn'7n
Don. It's amazing to see his level Ton and numinn NN even at such a young age. We should be n3ir to a n2iv np'onl n2md.

5 R’ Lieber eventually became Reb Lieber Hagadol X"7p7n 'n — 1"on'n (1667 — 1771) R’ Eliezer ben R’ Avraham the founder of the Berditchev
kehillah, (The Sarah Rohr Yahadus Curriculum, Volume 5, pg. 27) and the Berditchever Magid.

2|Life of Truth



Kosher” Invasion

aps there has never before in the
fory of Klal Yisroel been such an inva-

into the frum lifestyle from ostensibly
endly, kosher’ sources. That is indeed
what makes them so dangerous.

Our communities and families are
constantly being inundated with mes-
sages extoling the virtues of unbridled
_materialism, creating a veneer and per-
_ception that these pursuits of increased
and enhanced levels of gashmiyus are
acceptable and perhaps even commend-
.able because ‘everyone is doing it...

N ons;&qgnce with the true Torah view-
. S i g
point are often circulated in many of

: 'jutiﬁcation of ‘everyone is doing
are ithe yetzer hara’s most effective
ol. This is one of the most troubling
paradoxes in Jewish life. When there is
a clear-cut gezeirah or issur that we are
being pushed to transgress, everyone
understands that we must fight for our

spiritual lives. In such instances, no sac-
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rifice is too great for Klal Yisroel. When
there is a known enemy, we exhibit the
most exalted and noble mesiras nefesh.

However, when it is something that
might be technically permitted, especially
something for which we might be able to
find a ‘mitzvahrationale’ (dirah nah, keil-
im na’im marchiv daato shel odom...) one
needs clarity of hashkafa to understand the
danger, and decisiveness and stubborn-
ness to go against the prevailing mindset.

The advertising industry and the ‘gash-
miyus industry’ wants nothing less than
that every frum family - man, woman
and child - should think that ‘this is the
way it is. The world has changed.

Whereas way back in the ‘stone-age’
people drove old cars; lived in simple
apartments and houses; had nice, neat,
clean, simple, appealing clothing, and
could somehow get along without eating
large slabs of meats with thick grill lines
and big bones sticking out from all sides,
today things are different.

HAS the World REALLY
Changed?!

They want us to believe that today the
velt has changed. Things are different in
2018. We are different, our kids are dif-
ferent, we must realize that times have
changed....

That is what they want you to think.
They couldn’t be more mistaken.

Finally, we are seeing a wonderful de-
velopment. The silent majority is find-
ing its voice. The truth can still be es-
poused, proudly and unabashedly. Yes,
there is a quiet majority - not minority
but majority - of bnei Torah, both kollel
yungeleit and those who have joined the
workforce, who have not been enticed
by this assault on the age-old priorities
that characterize a Torah Jew. These bnei
Torah realized, however, that the power

THEY WANT US
TO BELIEVE THAT
TODAY THE VELT
HAS CHANGED.

of a yachid, even thousands of yechidim,
without a koach harabbim would not be
sufficient to turn back the tide.

They realized that unbridled material-
ism and the constant raising of the bar
in our collective communities are the
doings of the yetzer hara. It cools offour ___——
Yiddishkeit and reduces so many aspects
of Yiddishkeit to consumerism, as op-
posed to pnimiyus and, yes, emes.

When their children or even their
wives or themselves were challenged by
the perception that the advertising in-
dustry projected that ‘everyone is doing
it, they drew on their own koach and
said, NO! Everyone is not doing it and
most people are not even happy with it’

The Impact of the Chaburah

In order to augment the koach har-
abbim that is fed up with outside forc-
es dictating their foreign values to us, a
wonderful chaburah kedosha was found-
ed in Lakewood. This chaburah kedosha
consists of more than 300 families who
realized that when it came to material-
ism and pleasure-seeking, the bar was
slowly but consistently being raised to
the point where the lifestyle of an erh-
liche Yid, of a family of bnei Torah, was
markedly different compared with just a
few years ago. In addition, they realized
that their children were being affected by
the ‘everyone has it’ or ‘everyone does it’
syndrome, and it became necessary to
factor all of these things into their chi-
nuch decisions as well.

This group of bnei Torah created

(continued on pg. 17)



PERSPECTIVES FROM B'NEI HACHABURA

By Avrohom Birnbaum

here are times when one encoun-

ters the absolute emes. It is so clear,

that one wonders how he could have
thought otherwise... even for a minute. At
other times, the emes seems so far away, en-
cased in a muddled confusion that is cloud-
ing over it.

One example of the clarity of the absolute
emes, is on Rosh Hashanah when the chaz-
zan for Shacharis begins a haunting melody,
culminating in the word, “HAMELECH”".
When we say, or better put shout, the word
‘Hamelech’ with every fiber of our being the
truth is so clear, we sometimes wonder how
we don’t live with that absolute emes the en-
tire year.

When we say ‘Hashem Hu HaElokim’ at
Ne’ilah, the absolute emes stares us in the
face with such clarity that it is truly awe-
some. There is nothing else in this world
other than Hashem and His ratzon. It is
true, it is clear, it is obvious.

We know, however, that the yetzer hara’s
job is to throw sand in our eyes, to make that
emes cloudy and vague, and to bombard us
with distraction after distraction so that we
forget ‘Hamelech’, so that we conveniently
leave ‘Hashem Hu Elokint’ to the side.

That is why now, with Elul upon us, eh-

7910 033 YW DOWIRDT DN 9300

rliche Yidden are involved in introspection
Those who possess a desire to live with the
emes choose this auspicious time of year to
make a cheshbon hanefesh and try to disce
who we really are, what ‘turns us on,
truly brings us simcha... and what is
smokescreen.

The Unique Difficulties that We
Face in Our Generatjon

Our generation is unique in the-s
communication and access 0!‘*¥aﬁious me-
dia has developed in an ede)
Whether it is magazings and newspapers, lo-
cal advertising circuldrs, billboards or numer-
ous other venues] the media is everywhere;
enticing advertising is everywhere.

In order to survive, media primarily relies
on advertising revenue. It would not be an ex-
aggeration to say that we are being bombarded
- by advertising with the singular purpose to .
entice us into buying advertised products. To-
wards that goal, our frum community’s mediai$
becoming increasingly ‘advanced’ in the ways of

‘Madison Avenue advertising techniques that
condition the consumer to “need” the product
advertised and convince him that these prod-
ucts are what will make him/her happy, ful-
filled, successful... il

1



TEAMING

Yiras Shamayim
Rav Saadyah Grama
732-301-4043 opt 2-1-1-81

...continued from last week
It’s An Investment

We must teach our children —and we must teach ourselves —that schar v’onesh is the basis of our emunah.
But we also must realize that when we walk away from an aveirah, it is not a sacrifice! It is an investment!
The schar that we get from not doing an aveirah, tempting as it may seem, it a reward for our investment.
People nowadays are willing to invest millions of dollars without a problem. Yes, they are giving you their
money for right now, but they understand that there is a greater reward waiting for them. We also must
realize that giving up, so to speak, on doing an aveirah, yields far greater returns than we can imagine.

The Language of The Torah

We can see this idea most primarily from the Torah itself. The Torah speaks this language; schar v’onesh is
something that can easily be seen as you go through the parshiyos, on the most basic levels — even in what
we teach to the youngest children.

In Parshas Bereishis, we see that the world was created, and Adam got a mitzvah not to eat from the ejtz
hadaas. When Adam did not keep this mitzvah, he got a punishment, as did Chava and the nachash. They
got punished because they did something wrong. In the next parshah of Noach, the world was doing
aveiros, so it had to be destroyed, and we learn all about the mabul. Noach did the right thing in the eyes
of Hashem, and so he got schar and was saved form the mabul.

All throughout the Torah we see this phenomenon. In the dar hamidbar — every time Hashem’s command
was not heeded, there was an onesh. Hashem told that dor countless times — if you follow My ratzon,
things will be good, and if not, than the opposite, chas v’shalom. Even tzaddikim like Nadav and Avihu
were punished for doing the wrong thing!

All throughout the Navi we see that when Klal Yisroel went in the ways of Hashem, things were peaceful,
and if they rebelled, suffering came upon them. This is the way Hashem runs the world.

But now, people only talk ahavah and love. The catchphrase of ‘just love them’ has become part of
Yiddishkeit, practically. Anybody who really knew Rav Dovid Trenk, zt"l, knew that there was a lot of yirah
to his avodas Hashem. Of course, it was together with ahavah, but we have to know how to balance both
of them. Just love them doesn’t work!

Suppose you have, chas v’shalom, a teenager who went off the derech. You encounter him on his phone
on Shabbos, smoking a cigarette, and you tell him, “Don’t be mechallel Shabbos. It’s not worth it! Shabbos
is so enjoyable, so full of oneg...” He’s going to look at you and say, “Go get a life. This is how | enjoy
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Shabbos! You eat your cholent and | smoke and play on my phone. | am doing a mitzvah
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Yiras Shamayim
Rav Saadyah Grama
732-301-4043 opt 2-1-1-81

Just love doesn’t work. It doesn’t give them the equipment to deal with their nisayon. If it is drilled into
them from a young age that there is no playing games with the Ribono Shel Olam and that there is a real
onesh for chillul Shabbos, perhaps they would stand strong in the face of this test. If they know that this
isn’t an option, maybe they’ll seek out other ideas, but chillul Shabbos won’t be one of them, because
they’ll know that it comes with a heavy price.

We daven in the birchas Hachodesh for ahavas Torah v’yiras shamayim. Rav Mattisyahu zt”l says that what
we are davening for is ahavas Torah, and ahavas yiras shamayim. We are davening that we should also
love and appreciate yiras shamayim!
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Hillchos Yom Tov
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Slichos and Rosh Hashana

Slichos:

Birchas Hatorah and Al Netilas Yadayim should preferably be said prior to Slichos when saying
Slichos in the morning.

If one arrives late and Slichos has already begun, Ashrei should not be skipped.

The.conclusion of Slichos that is said in Aramaic (N'owa 'T |01 ,'0ni1 'Nn) may only be said when
there'is a minyan present. Similarly, The Yud Gimel midos ('1a1 DN 2 "T 'T) may only be said
when thereis a minyan present unless one says it in the tune that he would read psukim in the
Torah.

Simanim:

A Brocha is recited during the meal on the Simanim that are comprised of fruit (apple,
pomegranate, and dates). However, Simanim comprised of foods that can generally be eaten as
part of a meal (fish, vegetables, squash, beets) do not require a Brocha.

The Brocha on fruit should be recited on the dates rather than the pomegranate or apple, since
dates take precedence regarding reciting a Brocha. If one has the custom of eating the apple as
the first Siman, then the dates and pomegranate should not be brought to the table until the
Brocha is made on the apple.

On the Simanim for which a Brocha is not recited, the “Yehi Ratzon” should be recited prior to
eating the Siman.

When a Brocha is recited on the Siman, a bit of the Siman should be eaten following the
Brocha, followed by the “Yehi Ratzon”, and lastly the remainder of the Siman should be eaten.

! Fruits included in the Sheva Minim have precedence over those that are not. Within the Sheva Minim, dates have
precedence over pomegranates.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly,
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS FOR THIEE ENTIRE FAMILY

1INTNFT Y'INN ™V V1 - 27V 17N AT 1A

WEEK 51 2UNN TN WILL NN RETURN THE WEEK OF N NWID

T-T"7W X"NYY X'NY V'Y 'Y
The guestions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

My dining room lights went out too early, and we're still in middle of the NTIVD. Can | ask my
below-J12'n age child to turn them on?

QUESTION 2

Would it be better if | bring the baby to the light switch and put his hands on the switch, in
order to get him to turn it on?

QUESTION 3

My 3-year-old saw that | forgot to turn my study lights on before naw and is about to turn them
on for me. Do | have to stop him? | didn't tell him to turn it on, he just went himself.

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

Somehow it seems that my orders always get delivered on Nnaw and 210 DI With a lot of “three day” 210 DI
coming up, | wanted to know if we can use the deliveries if they come then.

QUESTION 1

Can deliveries that come on NaW be used?

Answer: Objects delivered by a ' may not be used if a NdON7N was done in order to bring them,
according to the (T7-2"0) X"n1. The 12NN argues and is lenient, but the (XYW N"T) N27N N2
allows one to be lenient only if the object delivered is very much needed and there is no other
alternative. Packages that come on Naw are driven by car to the recipient’s house which is a
NINN [N NDX'7?N, therefore one may only rely on the N1aNn and use them when such a need arises.
In all other cases, the object should not be used or moved. Additionally, one should wait after
Naw before using it for the amount of time it took for the NON7N to be done on NavY, in order not
to have nXan from a NJX7N done on NJQW. Since the deliveryman probably delivered to D) not
too long before the Jew received his package, the amount of time that a NON7N was done
specifically for a Jew is most probably only a short time. Waiting from 45 minutes after ny'pw
until 72 minutes after would probably suffice.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

Can | use the delivery if it comes on 210 DI'?

Answer: The (I'XnW N"T) N27N 1IN writes that in the above mentioned NpI7nn between the 12NN
and X", one can be lenient like the NaNN and use the package if there were only P227TN NIDX7N
done. The DID'R\NIDX7?N involved with delivering packages are NXXIN ,DINN and being driven. DINN
is always considered an |2217TN 10X, and NXXIN is allowed on 210 DI'. In regards to driving, there is a
strong argument to say that it is only an P21TR IO, as starting a fire/spark is the J0'X of 17N
which most D'poId hold is only 72N TN. Therefore, one can use the package immediately upon being
received, especially if there is any need.

QUESTION 3

Is nw 110 OI' any different than the First Day, and is mwn WX any different than nNiDIo?

Answer: This question only pertains to someone that would be 'nnn in question 2, since if one is
lenient to use the package on 210 0I', all days are the same and it can always be immediately used.
If soneone is 'NNN on 110 DI' deliveries, then if it was delivered on NIDID during [IWX1 210 DI' he would
have to wait on W 110 DI' the amount of time the NDX7N was done before using it. However, on WX
NMWN he would have to start his waiting period only after Niwn WX is over (XNDIN XNIY). This year, on
a 3 day 2I1o DI, he would have to wait until after both mMwn WXY and Naw are over. If he got the
package on NIDID during "W 210 DI', this year he would have to wait until NQW is over before starting
his waiting period. Waiting from the first day to second day of NIJID is more lenient because of the
concept of NDI'T X2'90, as opposed to the second day of NIJID to (1"0pPN |N'D 'V) NIW.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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ON THE NIGHT OF ROSH HASHANAH, R’ YEHLIDA AND HIS | AFTER HEARING THAT THERE WAS NO OTHER
FAMILY GATHERED AROLIND THE TABLE ON THEIR ROOF - WINE, R’ YEHUDA SUGGESTED THAT THEY
FOR THE FESTIVE CHAG MEAL. WHILE BRINGING THE WINE il [ CONTINUE WITH MAKING KIDOUSH ON THE
FOR KIDDUSH TO THE TABLE, R’ YEHUDA'S WIFE TRIPPED. CHALLAH. AS HE LIFTED THE CHALLAH HE KNOCKED
INTO THE OIL LAMP, AND ALL THE OIL SPLILLED
..TSK... THIS - THIS IS A o ONTO HIS SPECIAL CLOTHING FOR THE CHAG.
T e e Y i B
HAVE... THIS IS NOT A [ - ,
600D START FOR THE HAVE A HOUSE WHERE |8 OH,NO/ THIS IS Y - VPOMAMTANU
YEAR.. WINE SPILLS LIKE NOT A SIMAN TOV MIKOL LASHON...

FOR THE YEAR.. VATITEN
S\ LANLI..B'AHAVAH..,

AFTER KIDDUSH R’ YEHUDA SIMPLY WIPED UP i _' THEN, WHEN IT WAS TIME TO SERVE THE SOUP...
| THE OIL AND CONTINUED WITH THE SIMANIM, : il .

: e THIS IS A
ON THIS WE . . HASHEM SPECIAL SEUDAH
SAY..SHANAH TOVAH e | YISHMOR... ) : THAT IS GOING TO
UMETLIKAH... ¥ ) : 8 BRING TREMENDOUS
. . i BERACHAH FOR THE

WHAT DO YOU MEAN? ] By L THE IMPORTANCE OF NOT GETTING
THERE IS NOTHING 600D : e ANGRY ON ROSH HASHANAH IS WELL
THAT HAS HAPPENED AND KNOWN. ALL THE BOUNTY FOR THE NEXT
WE'RE ONLY AT THE FIRST ; YEAR DEPENDS ON THIS DAY. HASHEM HAS

MEAL OF THE YEAR... SENT US A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY SO
THAT WE WILL MERIT A BEAUTIFUL AND

SUCCESSFUL YEAR!

ﬂWD N7 DN FETAYA H18T WAS BORN IN BAGHDAD, IRAQ, TO 7\’)73 " (A WELL KNOWN 02N 'T’Dbﬂ AND 53773)
AND 'un FETAYA GROWING UP IN HIS FATHER'S HOME, HE DEVELOPED HIS SPIRITUAL ROOTS, H|5 THIRST FOR 7'\13’\
AND HIS KIND PERSONALITY. IN HIS YOUTH, 7\’))3 N7 STUDIED AT 7'\13'1 'TVQ‘JT\ V)'\'TD WHERE HE DEVELOPED HIS
EXTRAORDINARY INTELLECT AND DEMONSTRATED HIS DESIRE TO LEARN 7'11]'1 AND KEEP NINN. HE THEN WENT ON TO
LEARN IN 'D‘JY \’)'17}37 92 UNDER HACHAM SHIMON AGASI Y781 AND HACHAM ABDALLAH SOMECH 973, WHO GAVE
HIM N0 AS BOTH A TEACHER AND P09 AT THE TENDER AGE OF 17. AT AGE 35, ﬂWD N7 02N AUTHORED HIS
FIRST WOQK ON ﬂ‘JJ? DUE TO HIS EXTQEME HUMILITY, HE DIO NOT PUBLISH THIS WORK L|NT|L N\ANY YEAQS LATER AT
THE URGING OF D”n DNIAN ) ADES Y181, HE CAME TO D"?\")V]’ THREE TIMES: IN 1905, 1923 AND FINALLY IN 1934, HE
WAS A Pan 7’)3‘?]1 OF ‘J"ST INRTIND OMN ‘101’ i (BETTEQ KNOWN AS THE M WIN . ﬂ\’)ﬂ _l'nj’ oon WAS A
PROLIFIC WRITER AND AUTHORED N7 NN, NI onNY N2 CON DM”N N, PRI 2, 5 PU'\)Q D’D ’7’9N nvy
bﬂ’] (ON Tn:lN ’7‘]9) T .]3'\3 (ON 71131 ’\’)Dn _1\’))31'\) 17]1—1 "\’U?‘_( 'n'f "TU"\ ‘733 2A) AMONG OTHEQS
For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Tllustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 5619 - 5702 1859 - 1942 AN 1D

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.
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In the physical world there are different tools
for different purposes. Each tool has its own special
function. It is the same in the spiritual world. A
hammer does a certain job that a screwdriver is

unsuited for, and vice versa.

A workman needs to understand the function of
each tool. He needs to know what it can and cannot
do. It is the same in spiritual avodah. For instance,
strings are suited to serve as a reminder. Someone
who wants to keep a certain task in mind, so he
doesn’t forget to do it, will naturally tie a string on
his finger as a reminder. Spiritually, the strings of the
tzitzis remind us of the Kisei Hakavod [due to the
color of the techeles] and of all the mitzvos.
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Straps are naturally suited to tie things together.
Spiritually, they tie our emunah in Hashem to
our hearts and minds, so it won’t depart us. Thus
Halachah dictates that we may not take our minds
oft tefillin when we are wearing them. This is because
the whole purpose of zefillin is for the kedushah to be
permanently tied to our hearts and minds. Similarly,
the sukkabh shelters, and the [ulav arouses.

What about shofar?

Shofar, too, is suited to a special purpose, and we
need to know what it is.

A shofar is to break something. The Gemara
speaks of a rooster that sticks its head into a glass

s

M




vessel and is zokea inside it, thus breaking the vessel. The same will be in the future to come. There is

Tokea is the sound that a shofar makes. a day about which it says °a%a op1 ov - “A day of

When an army goes out to battle, they sound retribution is in My heart” (Yeshayabu 63). About

the shofar. This is to strike fear into the heart of the this day, Chazal say, “I revealed it to My heart, but

enemy, to “break” them. not to My limbs and organs. The heart did not reveal

) ) it to the mouth.”
Whenever there is something closed up and

When this day arrives, all the blessings and

hidden away from us, and we want to break through

in order to bring it out, the shofzr is employed to consolations that were hidden from sight during the
two thousand years of galus will come out, as it says,
Y7 1KY NIY RNV NI UMY - “Bring us joy

like the days You oppressed us, like the years we saw

smash through and thus reveal the hidden object.

The first time we find the shofar mentioned in the
Torah is at Matan Torah. The Torah was Hashem's

. . evil”
precious hidden treasure for two thousand years

How will these hidden treasures be opened up?
to give the Torah to the Jewish people, and bring it What will break through to them?

down to earth, it says T&n pmn Amwin i — “The D173 19iva ypmd XIT 092 M - “On that day, a
sound of the shofar was very strong” This was to  great shofar will be sounded.” o

before the world was even created. When He wished

break through the strong heavenly “safe” in which

the Torah was stored, and bring it out. 1 Sanhedrin 99.

PECIAL TOPIC Your Glorious Kingdom

OUR PRAYERS INCREASE HEAVEN’S GLORY

for the sake of Hakadosh Baruch Hu and that the
Pr ay for the Public Shechinabh’s exile should come to an end. Someone

During Yamim Nora'im, the Jewish people ascend who prays on Rosh Hashanah for his own needs is
compared to a dog who woofs “Hav hav!” (“give

to a higher level. This jump in madreigah is a gift
from Heaven. People pray with more kavanah, they ~81V€ )-

learn more Torah, everyone is concerned about his It is clear that praying with this lofty kavanab is a
future during these days. very high level to achieve. Nevertheless, we need to

Farly Torah sources teach us that when an gain a little understanding of and feeling for it.

individual prays it should be not only for himself,

but for all the Jewish people. A person should pray 1 Tikunei Zohar 6, 22a.
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The Role of Torah Learners

The following allegory illustrates the role of

Torah learners in the period of Yamim Nora'im.

There was once a great and enormously rich king
who built up vast provinces and erected many elegant
palaces. When he was asked what he is doing all this
for, the king answered: “I have an only son who is
more precious to me than anything. Everything
I am doing is for him. As for myself, I don’t need
anything.”

The king himself was on a level that was high
above all this material pomp and grandeur. But for
his only son, he built and acted without end.

When the king’s child grew a little older, the king
brought in the best educators to teach him wisdom
and proper behavior. However, the child did not
want to learn or to behave as expected of him. He
did not want to honor the king and his ministers.
And it is written:

YW oy vawna 1ym - The king
establishes the earth through judgment.

Thus the king, who was aware of the situation,
said to his son, “You should know that everything I
did is for you. If you behave properly, you will have a
very good life. But if you stray from the proper way,
then I will have nothing to do with you.”

The son repented of his wayward behavior, but
later fell back into it. At that point the king had no
choice. He banished his son from home and sent
him away penniless.

The king’s son went around and did not know
anyone he met, because until then he knew only the
king’s home. He walked out into the wilderness, lost
his way, and fell into a pit, breaking his bones. He
was lying there in the pit, utterly shattered. He had
nothing to eat and nothing to drink. He surely had
no one there to give him medical treatment. He just
lied in the pit and cried out.

The king knew the consequences of his decision.

2 Mishlei 29:4.

On the one hand, a king must act with judgment, so
he didn’t run to save the boy, but on the other hand,
the boy’s life was in danger.

So the king did two things. First, he sent a pair
of ministers carrying food and medical supplies
to go look for the boy and see how he was faring.
Second, he burned down all the palaces he had built,
destroyed everything, and went to wander around
in deserted areas, barefoot and in great discomfort,
since his son is suffering, and at the present time he
anyway had no interest in any material matter.

The ministers, who went to look for the son,
heard screaming emanating from somewhere. They
saw the son inside the pit, his bones broken. What
should they do? They didn’t have a ladder to get
down into the pit, and if they jump in, they will
break their bones, too. Yet, they cannot disobey
the king’s command! Thus, they entered the pit as
best they could, and indeed broke their bones, but
nevertheless they were in better condition than the
king’s son.

They began giving food to the son, they gave
him some water to drink, and splinted his broken
bones, but the boy’s condition showed no noticeable
improvement. They had arrived almost too late.
The boy had been in the pit for a long time and was
barely alive. And the ministers too were stuck inside
the pit, all battered up and with broken bones.

As for the king, he was wandering through
deserted areas in great discomfort. The ministers
knew that the king would eventually pass by this pit.
His route would bring him this way once a year. The
ministers knew that if they will cry out, the king will
hear their screams. He will look what is happening in
the pit, and will save his son and them.

The day arrived that the ministers knew the king
would pass by the pit. They were starving and in
deteriorated condition, on the verge of death. One
minister said to the other, “Yell out so the king will
hear” He answered, “I don’t have the strength. I
know for sure that the king will pass by the edge of

the pit only today, and I am worried over my future...



but what can I do? I have no strength left to scream

»

out.

The first minister had a little more strength, so he
yelled out, “O King, HELP!!!”

The king heard the cries. In fact, he expected to
hear this. Right away he asked the minister what he
needs. The minister begged for a little food, and the
king said to him, “That’s what you want?! What else
can I give you?”

The minister says, “Send a doctor to heal my
wounds.”

The king asks, “And what else?”

“My children at home have nothing to live on.
Please send them a little food”

It did not even occur to him to ask for the most
obvious thing of all: to get them out of the pit!

So the king, in his kindness, fulfilled the
minister’s request for an entire year. The next year,
the king again followed the same route, and the
ministers once again will have the opportunity to
make requests from the king. The question is: what
will they ask for this time?

That is the allegory.

I am sure you already got the point of the story,
but I will elaborate a little on the details.

The “king” is of course Hashem, Who created
a world full of millions of creatures, animal,
vegetable and mineral. Each creature has its own
special qualities. Also inanimate things have special
attributes. Hashem rules absolutely over all. Creation
has tremendous areas that we have no idea about.

Hashem created for the Jewish people this whole
tremendous creation, with everything in it. All the
worlds and all the creatures. So it was until the day
came when the Jewish people started to sin, started
to behave improperly. Hashem then sent the Jewish
people into the pit. Klal Yisrael went into galus.
There, the Jewish people’s bones get broken, there

are so many troubles and difhiculties.

And the King himself, Hashem, burnt down the
palace. He destroyed Beis Hamikdash. The Shechinah

went into galus. Hashem then sent “ministers” to

revive the king’s son. When Moshe Rabbeinu was on
Mount Sinai, Hashem told him 77 7% - “Go down™
to save the Jewish people, and it is known that the
talmidei chachamim of every generation represent
the aspect of Moshe Rabbeinu in their generation.

Hashem sent the talmidei chachamim into the pit,
into galus, in order to save the King’s son, which is
Klal Yisrael. The talmidei chachamim thus entered
galus and they, too, got battered up. They try to slowly
revive the Jewish people, who are in bad shape: they
don’t know what Shabbos is, they don’t know what
kashrus is, they don’t know what Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is. The King’s son, Klal Yisrael, doesn’t cry out
“Sh'ma koleinu.” He doesn’t scream “Hashiveinu.”
He is hanging between life and death.

The “ministers,” the talmidei chachamim, are
sitting there inside the pit, learning a little Torah to
revive the Jewish people. They know that once a year,
the king passes by the pit: X IX¥RI2 *71 WIT
217 N2 — “Seck out Hashem when He is found.
Call to Him when He is close.™

Some of them don’t have the strength to cry out.
The yoke of galus proved too heavy for them. Yet,
some of them do cry out. But what do they cry out

for? Give us food!

Hashem says to them: That’s what you want?!

Maybe there’s something else I can give you?
Yes, give us health, etc.

This is a sorry situation. Here we are with the
king’s son, who has already fallen into a coma, and
instead of asking the king to get us all out of this pit,
we ask for a little food so we can carry on down here

for a little longer.

Those who devote themselves to Torah study
need to know that they were placed in this ga/us in
order to save the king’s son. This is the literal truth.
We are here to get the Jewish people out of this bitter
galus.

3 Shemos 19:24.
4 Yeshayahu 55:6.



The idea is expressed in a teaching of Chazal.

Regarding all the holidays in the Torah, it is written:

9% 12990 - You shall offer a burnt
offering.®

But regarding Rosh Hashanah it is written:

17y onwy) — You shall make a burnt
offering.¢

Chazal thus interpret this verse as follows:

You shall make yourselves like a burnt
offering.”
The avodah on Rosh Hashanah is to forget
about ourselves, to offer ourselves up for the sake of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, to pray that Heaven’s glory

should be increased in the world.

We need to pay attention to what is happening
around us. To realize the tough situation in galus, to
take note of Klal Yisrael’s condition. This is the role
we need to play in these days.

Under All Conditions

In this situation, the talmidei chachamim need to
be “faithful”. About Moshe Rabbeinu it is written:

X171 nX1 o102 933 - In all My house, he
is faithful 8

Moshe had the trait of faithfulness.
What is faithfulness?

Let’s say a patient is lying on the operating table
and the surgeon starts to perform a complicated
heart operation. In the middle of the operation,
the assistant surgeon gets up and walks away. Why,
what happened? Assistant heart surgeons got
instructions from the labor union to go on strike.
With no alternative, the head surgeon finishes the
operation alone, and the patient is wheeled back to
the department. The assistant who walked away is

5 Bemidbar 28:19 et al.

6 Ibid 29:2.

7 See Mishnah Berurah 581:6.
8 Bemidbar 12:7.

not faithful. You can’t rely on him.

The role of people devoted to Torah study is to
administer life-giving drops to the Jewish people.
This is why they came into galus. But suddenly, at
the most critical moment, some problem develops, a
disturbance of some sort comes along, and there are
those who abruptly walk out in the middle. Everyone
is under terrible pressure, everyone is crying out, but
there are those who abandon their post and go out to

get a drink of water or something.

Faithfulness means not to move from the job,

under all conditions.

These days are the ones that determine the future
for each and every one of us. The future of the family,
the future of the Torah, of Kla/ Yisrael. We need to
strengthen ourselves in Torah learning, in Zefilab,
not to let other things disturb us from the task at
hand. We need to be “faithful’, to show reliability.

No King Without a People

In order to understand the process of Rosh
Hashanah and the renewal it entails, let’s take a look

at how the world runs.

David Hamelech defines the way Hashem runs

the world in the following words:

MX3T NINONT ANWM A7TIT 7 77
12900 T 17 XX W3R 5303 Tim -
To You, Hashem, is the greatness, the might,
the beauty, the victory and the splendor,
even all that is in heaven and on earth. To

You, Hashem, is the kingdom...”

This verse (which alludes to the seven Sefiros)
emphasizes the fact that the trait of Malchus (“the
kingdom”) is separated from the other traits. It
appears in a separate phrase. This is for the following

reason.
There is a system of Y3 93 "1 71123M 197130 1 7%
X2 onwa - “To You, Hashem, is the greatness,

the might... even all that is in heaven and on earth”

9 I Divrei HaYamim 29:11.




This is the system of Creation. Hashem created the

world in the six days of Creation, with all that is in it:
“even all that is in heaven and on earth.” Everything
was ready. Nothing was lacking; the table was set.
But the “kingdom” still wasn’t there. Why? Because
there can be no kingdom without a people.

An allegory illustrates the point.

There is a certain king who is very great, wise and
kind. He has all the virtues there are. But he shuts
himself up inside the palace and has no connection
with public life. Due to this, no one knows about his
virtues. People don’t know that he is wise, or that he
is kind.

Only when the king starts to actively rule, to lead
the people, then his kingship is recognized. When
he erects city buildings with great skill and planning,
his wisdom is recognized. When he institutes
programs that promote his people’s welfare, his
kindness is recognized. When he trounces organized
crime, people recognize that he possesses might and
abhors dishonesty. It is only when the king begins to
govern the people that they recognize who the king
is and what his virtues are.

What is the moral of the story?

When Hashem created heavens and earth, the
world was full of goodness. The table was set. The
angels sang praises, the birds chirped, but His
kingdom was not yet revealed. There still was no
human being to recognize Hashem’s “virtues”. The
glory of Heaven did not yet come to revelation.
When man was created, the glory of Hashem’s
kingdom was revealed to his eyes.

Two Levels of Gilui

However, there are two stages to the revelation of
Hashem’s kingdom.

The first is when man was created. When man
came into the world, he saw and recognized Hashem’s
glory, and Hashem thus became King over the world.

Man looks up and sees the stars and constellations,
he sees all the wonders of Creation, and he sings

praises to Hashem. This is the first stage in the

revelation of Hashem's kingdom.

The second stage is when man started to keep
mitzvos, as it says about Adam Harishon:

MY AT2Y7 1TV 133 0 - And
He placed him Gan Eden to work it and to
guard it

“To work it” — this is Torah learning.
“To guard it” — these are mitzvos."

Man now started to think about closeness to
Hashem. He began to long for Him. This was
beyond the natural order of the world, for it would
have been enough for man to just reflect on the
created world and see Hashem’s kingdom. But man
did not suffice with that. He wanted more closeness
and more revelation of Hashem'’s kingdom.

Man thus attained a revelation of Hashem’s
kingdom that was outside the world order.
Correspondingly, Hashem bestowed upon him an
abundance of goodness that was outside the world
order.

It comes out that the creation of the world had
three stages: 1. The creation itself, before man
existed. 2. The creation of man and his recognition
of Hashem’s greatness. 3. Torah learning and mitzvah
observance.

On Rosh Hashanah as well, Hashem renews the
world in three stages. “Hayom haras olam - Today
is the inception of the world.” It is a new world, a
renewal of all of Creation. This is the first stage, the
stage of creation.

Then comes the second stage: “To You, Hashem, is
the kingdom.” Man is created and Hashems rules over
the world. This stage has a place only for someone
who fits in the world order, who wishes to recognize
Hashem, who wants Hashem to be King over him.
Only such a person has the right to be in the world,
since he wants to see the revelation of the glory of
Hashem’s kingdom. But someone who sinned, who
chas vshalom does not want to see the revelation of
the glory of Hashem’s kingdom, has no place in the

10 Bereishis 2:15.
11 Yalkut Shimoni, Eikev 863.




world.

However, we have not yet come to the high level
of the revelation of the glory of Hashem's kingdom.

The third stage is when man does not satisfy
himself with the regular order. It is not enough for
him just to be in the world and to see the glory of
Hashem’s kingdom revealed. He wants more. He
tulfills m2itzvos in order to attach himself to Hashem,
and thereby expresses his wish to see greater
revelation of the glory of Hashem's kingdom.

The more a person does mzitzvos in this way, the
more he attains deveikus to Hashem. And he thereby
receives more and more plenty from Hashem.

Beyond the Set Order

This is actually what shofar is about. It is written
in Torah sources that the power of shofar is in that
we accept upon ourselves the yoke of Hashem’s
kingdom by blowing the shofar. We don’t make do
with the revelation of Hashem’s kingdom that is
within the order of the created world; we seek more.
We desire that Hashem should rule over us in total
oneness. We yearn to be closer to Hashem, for 7182
0”1 7710 28 — “Life is found in the light of the King’s

»12
countenance.

This aspiration we have, that the order of the
created world is not enough for us, and we desire to
see more and more revelation of Hashem's kingdom,
causes Hashem to move Himself from midas hadin
to midas harachamim.

Midas hadin follows the set order of things.
There is a world order. However, when we ascend to
a level that is above the world order, and we desire
more revelation of Hashem’s kingdom than is to be
found in the world order, this brings Hashem not to
conduct the judgment according to the world order
and according to midas hadin. Instead, Hashem
conducts Himself toward us in midas harachamim.

This is our avodah on Rosh Hashanah. The more
we desire to see the glory of Hashem’s kingdom in the
world, the more we aspire to accept upon ourselves

12 Mishlei 16:15.

the yoke of Heaven’s kingdom, the more we will
receive from Hashem, without limit!

Our aspiration for more revelation of Hashem's
kingdom, our concern for it — this itself causes
Hashem to bestow upon us goodness without set
orders and limits, and conduct Himself toward us in

midas havachamim.
Three Levels of Forgiveness

Forgiven for Everything

The Gemara mentions'? four different things that

atone: teshuvah, Yom Kippur, suffering and the day
of death.

We need to understand what is unique about
these, because there are many other things that

bring forgiveness for sin. For instance, Rashi cites in

Chumash Bereishis:

There are three sorts of people who are
forgiven for all their sins: he who converts
to Judaism, he who ascends to greatness,
and he who takes a wife, as it says, 10y 79
1N DRYNYY N2 NYIN DR 0PN YRYNYS YR
Twxy % — “Eisav went to Yishmael and
took Machalas the daughter of Yishmael...

as a wife”14.15

And the Gemara states repeatedly:

Anyone who keeps Shabbos propertly,
even if he worshiped idols like the

generation of Enosh, he is forgiven.'

Another question many people ask is whether
these additional things bring Hashem’s forgiveness
even if the person didn’t do teshuvah, or are they
like Yom Kippur, which needs to be combined with
teshuvah?

There are yet other things that bring a person

13 Yoma 86a.

14 Bereishis 28:9.

15 Bereishis 36:3.

16 Berachos 5, ad loc 12; Shabbos 108.
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forgiveness for all his sins, such as being a sandak at a

bris milah, as mentioned in the Midyash. If there are
so many opportunities for attaining forgiveness, why
do we need teshuvah, Yom Kippur and suffering? Or
perhaps it is just a figure of speech to say that the
additional things bring forgiveness?

Suspension and Atonement

There are various types of kaparah. Teshuvah
brings Hashem to forgive, but no more than that. It
does not effect atonement; in other words, it does not
wipe away the sin. In this vein, our daily prayers do
not ask for atonement at all. We say only “Selach lanu,
mechal lanu.” This is because tefillah and teshuvah
bring pardon and forgiveness, whereas atonement
requires something further, for instance, a korban, or
being lashed, or the atonement of suffering, or Yom

Kippur, which has the power to atone.

Yet, the Gemara says there are called “four
different categories of kaparah,” implying that for
transgressing a positive mitzvah, one can attain
atonement merely by doing zeshuvah. The reason for
this seems to lie in the difference between a positive

mitzvah and a negative mitzvah.

Why does a negative mitzvah require Yom Kippur
to attain atonement, while a positive mitzvah does
not?

A positive mitzvah is that which a person is
obligated to do for his Creator. However, failure
to perform a positive mitzvah does not cause
destruction and ruin. Due to this, teshuvah alone
brings forgiveness and the charges are thus annulled,
and as a result, the whole sin ceases to exist and is
atoned. This is because the whole substance of the sin
was merely an obligation that he needed to perform
for his Creator, and if the obligation is no more, the
sin is no more. It comes out that in this case, the

mechilah is rightly called kaparah because the whole
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matter is completely erased by the mechilah.

Butitis not sowith a negative mitzvah. Besides the
charges against the sinner due to his sin, there is also
the destruction that was caused by the substance of
the sin, and the tumah that attaches itself to the soul
of the sinner. Therefore teshuvab only “suspends” the
punishment. The explanation of the matter is that in
truth there is full forgiveness, because teshuvah has
the power to bring Hashem’s forgiveness, but the
damage still exists, since the forgiveness does not
rectify the effect of the sin. Only Yom Kippur brings
atonement, meaning that it wipes away the mark left
by the sin, and purifies the person from the damage
that the sin caused him.

Now we see that forgiveness, mechilah, does
not have to belong uniquely to teshuvah. In truth,
there are many things that bring Hakadosh Baruch
Hu to forgive the charges against a person due to
sinning. For instance, if a person prays for selichab
and mechilah, Hakadosh Baruch Hu pardons and
forgives him even without teshuvah. And so it is
with all the things that Chazal say bring Hashem's
forgiveness. It is not stated that these things require
teshuvah as well. Nevertheless, in order to attain
kaparah, even for a positive mitzvah, these things
need to be accompanied by teshuvah. Nothing less
will suffice.

This is because a person who transgresses a
positive mitzvah has in his soul a certain corruption
and lack of yiras Shamayim that caused him to sin.

So if the person did zeshuvah, he thereby attained
atonement, and no mark is left on him from the sin.
As regards to his soul’s lack of yiras Shamayim, he
rectified that by doing feshuvah. And his obligation
to do the mitzvah was exempted thanks to Hashem’s
forgiveness. And since it is not a negative mitzvab, it
caused no destruction and ruin that would require
atonement in order to rectify it. May we all merit a

complete selichah, mechilah and kapparab. o
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