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The Esrog Mailbox

R’ and Mrs. Weinberg moved to Eretz Yisrael and decided to open a children’s clothing store in Yerushalayim. Both
were experienced in running a business, and with their own children now grown it seemed like a worthy enterprise
for the hardworking couple. They planned to take turns running the store so R’ Weinberg could also learn in kollel
part-time.

When the Weinbergs found the perfect location for a small store in a frum neighborhood, they were ready to go
into business, except for one thing: Even drawing upon all of their savings, they still lacked sufficient start-up funds.
So they contacted some friends back in New York who agreed to lend them $10,000, to be repaid in one year.

R' and Mrs. Weinberg both worked hard and their little store grew popular with local families. However, as is the
case with most new businesses, it did not yet generate enough of a cash flow to meet all their expenses. The first
year flew by, and with the deadline looming, the Weinbergs grew increasingly apprehensive about repaying the
loan. The monetary situation was further complicated when their youngest daughter became engaged. What
should have been a joyful time for the family was overshadowed by financial woes.

Succos was also rapidly approaching — zeman simchaseinu — but unfortunately for the Weinbergs, it was a time of
great stress.

To reduce their expenses, when the lease ran out on the comfortable apartment they’d been renting, they decided
not to renew it, moving into a much cheaper but dreary basement apartment. Without a porch, R” Weinberg had
to build their sukkah in the small courtyard behind the building, which meant a lot of schlepping up and down the
stairs.

The tiny apartment also lacked certain other amenities—the single window left them bereft of sunlight and fresh
air. To add insult to injury, they realized that as theirs was the basement apartment, they didn’t even have their
own mailbox! The mail they received was left piled haphazardly on top of the other mailboxes, often falling to the
lobby floor where she had to rescue the crumpled and soiled envelopes.

One day, Mrs. Weinberg had enough and decided that she must find something to use as a proper mailbox. Her
eye fell upon the small cardboard box which had contained their esrog. Her husband had just transferred the esrog
to his silver esrog holder, purchased years before in a more affluent time.

She decisively announced, “The cardboard esrog box will be our new mailbox!” Clearly printing their last name on
the outside of the box with a marker, she grabbed a roll of tape and rushed upstairs to the lobby. After securing
their improvised mailbox to the wall beside the metal mailboxes, she hoped the mailman would recognize its true
purpose.

That very afternoon when Mrs. Weinberg came home from the store, she couldn’t resist opening their new mailbox
to see if anything was inside. To her delight, she discovered a letter inside — from a bank.



99

- CHAYEINY
Weelily

Shabbos Inspiration

SEUDAH STORIES

She couldn’t wait to show her find to her husband.
“My idea worked! Look what was inside our esrog mailbox!” she exclaimed gleefully.
Ripping open the envelope, they found a letter plus a bank check for $10,300!

Over twenty years earlier, when the Weinbergs had first come to live in Eretz Yisrael, they had purchased a new
apartment in Beit Shemesh. But when things didn’t work out for them and they decided to return to New York,
they put the apartment up for sale. Although they received most of the money upfront, their lawyer explained
that the remaining balance, after the closure and other fees were paid, would be returned to them later. The
Weinbergs went back to New York, resettled and found new jobs. Though they wrote to the lawyer a few times
inquiring about their balance, as time went by they eventually forgot about it. Until now.

Over twenty years had elapsed. They had moved several times since returning to Eretz Yisrael. Yet somehow the
bank managed to find them at exactly the right time. The Weinbergs could now repay the loan in full on schedule.
There was even an extra three hundred dollars towards their daughter’s wedding expenses! Profoundly grateful
to Hashem for this fortuitous turn of events, the couple realized that their little esrog mailbox had indeed fulfilled
its purpose.

Mitzvos with Love

One day, an elderly Yid turned to Rav Benzion Felman to clarify for him something strange he kept witnessing. This
man lived in Tel Aviv, across from the great shul, and he noticed that Rav Yosef Shiomo Kahaneman, zt”/, would
come and visit the arbah minim shuk, between Yom Kippur and Succos. This observer noted how the Rav would
repeat this perusal year after year, and yet the Rav never bought anything.

This strange conduct piqued this Yid’s interest. “The Ponovezher Rav is a busy man, who utilizes every free moment
for learning Torah and running his many institutions. Why would he come every day to the shuk and spend many
long hours without purchasing even a single aravah? Maybe you, Rav Benzion, as one of the Rav’s close students,
can explain what the Rav is looking for.”

The question remained on Rav Benzion’s mind until Rav Kanaheman was niftar. At the levaya, one of the Rav’s
primary talmidim, Rav Pinchas Shreiber, one of the “yaldei Teheran,” (an orphan from Iran) whom the Rav had
raised as one of his own, delivered a hesped. During the hesped, Rav Pinchas mentioned the following:

“When | found out that the Rav traveled to the Tel Aviv shuk, | asked him, ‘Rebbi, your time is precious. Why do
you travel all that distance when mehudar minim are delivered directly to your door?””

The Rav answered him with a story from the Gemara (Shabbos 33b) of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai’s exit from the
cave that he and his son, Rabbi Elazar, hid from the Romans for thirteen years. When Rav Elazar saw people
forfeiting eternal life for the temporal life in this world, everything he set his eyes on was incinerated. Rabbi Shimon
set his eyes on the same thing and brought it back to its previous state.
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On Erev Shabbos, they saw an elderly Yid holding in his arms two bundles of hadassim to honor Shabbos — one
for zachor, and the other for shamor. When Rabbi Shimon saw this, he said to Rav Elazar, “See how precious

'II

mitzvos are to the Yidden!” Witnessing that, calmed down Rav Elazar’s anger, and he no longer destroyed the

world with his eyes.

Nowhere in the Shulchan Aruch will you find a halachah that teaches one to buy bundles of hadassim to honor
Shabbos, and still, that simple Yid loved and honored Shabbos so much that he procured for himself two fragrant
bundles — one for zachor and one for shamor.

“In that story,” explained the Rav Yosef Shlomo to Rav Pinchas, “the elderly Yid revealed to Rav Elazar that Yidden
don’tjust ‘observe’ Torah and mitzvos, they’re happy about them and love them! Yidden are happy about Shabbos,
and they love Shabbos. Yidden are happy about Hashem, and they love Hashem. The love of Hashem burns in their
heart like a burning flame. When Rav Elazar saw the extent of their happiness and love of mitzvos, he dropped his
claims against them and ceased destroying everything he encountered on his path.”

Continued the Rav, “As a result of the War, | lost my wife and children; | lost the community | led and the yeshiva |
founded. Afterward, | thought that the Yidden went lost. But behold, | see after the war that the Yidden of Tel Aviv
flock to the shuk and spend many long hours seeking out mehudar esrogim with no bletelach and lulavim sealed
up to the top. After all the physical and emotional suffering they endured in the War, they still are prepared to
spend lots of money and effort to merit mehudar arbah minim, they’re defiantly eternal.

“That’s why | travel every year to the arbah minim shuk. So while it’s true that mehudardike arbah minim are
brought to my doorstep, nonetheless, once a year, | wear out my soles to see Am Yisrael in its beauty and splendor.
Once a year, | travel to Allenby Street to see how, even after that churban, the Yidden are happy with mitzvos and
love their Father in Heaven. That joyous sight enlivens me, and it invigorates me throughout the winter.”

General Eisenhower and the Daled Minim

The Klausenberg Rebbe was in the DP camps after the war. One day the news came out that General Eisenhower
was coming to visit. The frummer people wanted the Rebbe to address the crowd when the General came and the
other group wanted one of their people to address the crowd in front of the General. They made a deal that the
Rebbe will speak first but on two conditions, first he can only speak for 5 minutes, and second he can’t mention
Hashem'’s name.

On Yom Kippur General Eisenhower came and the Rebbe got up to speak. He began by putting on his tallis with a
brachah, thereby making sure Hashem’s name will be mentioned without saying it in his speech. Then he went on
to give a speech about not being broken and not to fall apart. There wasn’t a dry eye in the crowd including General
Eisenhower.

After the speech the other speaker said he had nothing to add, he wasn’t going to speak. General Eisenhower was
so moved that he asked the Rebbe what is something he can do to make the Rebbe’s life easier. The Rebbe
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answered that in four days is the Yom Tov of Succos and he still didn’t have a set of daled minim, he would greatly
appreciate if he can get a set in time for Succos. General Eisenhower chartered a special plane to Italy and got the
Rebbe the daled minim in time for Yom Tov!

Standing in Line

Succos in 1939 came to Warsaw amid much suffering and pain. The Nazi Luftwaffe bombing raids had left a
devastating toll on the nearly destroyed city. Tens of thousands of Jews, barely surviving, did not know what the
next day would bring. The water mains had been bombed and there was scarcely any water to be had.

One night during Succos, word spread like wildfire that a well or spring had been discovered under a home and
there was fresh water available! Immediately, long lines of parched, suffering Yidden formed - all trying to obtain
just a little bit to drink for them and their families.

Suddenly, early one morning, another rumor was passed around: There is a set of arbah minim, a real, kosher lulav
and esrog to be had at the home of the Gerrer Rebbe! Slowly but surely, the long line for water slowly emptied
while those same long lines of eager Yidden desperate to fulfill the precious mitzvah now surrounded the home
of the Gerrer Rebbe!

When the Brisker Rov, who was present in Warsaw at the time, would recount the episode, he'd emotionally add:

"That's when we saw what Yidden were about"!

Hiddur Mitzvah

One Erev Sukkos Rav Aryeh Levin entered Rubenstein’s seforim store in Meah Shearim, which also sold esrogim.
He asked the owner where his esrog was and was given a box. Rav Aryeh Levine peeked inside for a second, closed
it up and went on his way.

A young boy who had watched this exchange ran after the Rav. When he reached the bus stop the boy asked him
why he hadn’t checked the esrog for a longer time like everyone else does, examining every nook and bump!?

Rav Aryeh Levine answered, “There are two mitzvos that require hiddur. One is esrog (pri etz hadar) and the second
is v’hadarta pnei zakein. For these two mitzvos the Torah uses the word hadar, meaning you must beautify or go
above and beyond. | am now running to the nursing home to bring dentures for an old man there whose teeth
have completely deteriorated. He needs to eat dinner and if | don’t make it in time he will once again be forced to
eat bread dipped in milk. This is very important and this is also hiddur mitzvah!

The Steipler’s Lulavim

There was once a Yid in Bnei Brak who was searching for a lulav at the numerous different lulav sellers in the city.
He went from seller to seller, looked through hundreds of lulavim, and after several hours was still not able to find
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one to his liking. Suddenly, he noticed Steipler, coming to buy a /ulav. He followed the Steipler and watched as he
stopped at one seller, looked for a few minutes at several lulavim, found one, paid and turned to go home.

The Yid was amazed, what a nes! Here he had looked for several hours and couldn’t find anything, yet the Steipler
looked for several minutes and found one right away!

As he was walking home, he bumped into the Steipler’s grandson and told him about the miracle he saw with his
grandfather earlier that day. The grandson responded, “If you think that was incredible, just meet me at the
Steipler’s house tonight and I'll show you something even more incredible!”

That night he met the Steipler’s grandson and together they entered the Steipler’s house. He took him into a side
room and there he showed him two barrels full of Julavim. “Do you know what all of these lulavim are for?” asked
the grandson. “When my grandfather looks for a lulav, and sees lulavim that are not to his liking, he nonetheless
still takes a lulav and pays for it to prevent rumors that this seller doesn’t have nice lulavim; if the Steipler didn’t
see anything good here then this seller must not have good merchandise, and no one will buy from him and will
cause him great loss. Afterwards, my grandfather brings the lulav home and puts it in this barrel until he finds “the
one”. The lulav he bought today went with many others into this barrel. In the meantime, that seller can publicize
that the Steipler bought a lulav from him and it will help this fellow’s business.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. List five instances where a wn) is mentioned in the nn."
a. Bonus: Where in the 071, instead of calling a wn) by its name, is it referred to as
a "Ny by 19”? Where is it referred to as 19y »ony?

2. What 95% was made for ban after he died?

3. Which three creations does the n7n call by its name even though the actual name
wasn’t given until later?

4. List six instances in this week’s nw19 that the N1 tells us the reason that a name
was given.

5. Where in the 771 do we have 8 generations that took place in less than 150 years?

6. | have a face,
| have a mouth,
| have one eye, *
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

7. l'was a py,

| didn’t live as long as the others in my time,

| did something that after my time was MoK,
Although it seems the o>vaw did it as well -

by them according to many it was different.
My name, although it isn’t referring to me -
is one of the themes on Mmov.
Who am I?

Need a hint?
1 . . . . .

One in MWXI3, one in >N, one in MNVY, one in XIXY and one in NPN.
% | was cursed in this week’s nw19




Angwersg

1. 1) The wn of mwNHa nwIo.
2) In 2py> n592 — )7 is compared to a wn. (V,0N NN)
3) The wny is used as an M for Nwn to prove himself to SxIv> Y55, (3,7 MnY)
4) The wny is used as an MmN for Nwn to prove himself to nyn9. (Although the o9 says 7yin”,
YT says "IN is a wnd.) (0,1 XINY)
5) The wny is used as a punishment for Y89 555 when they complained about the yn.
(), N2 nPIN)
6) In yo,n apy it describes the 1271 as being a place with snakes; ¥n) 871130 57130 12792 7229100
7]
a. 1) (An,N NV NYI9) DN NPYD DIDIND NI MY )1INYDY 7210 55
2) (19,25 1IRN) 19Y X2NT NNHNDY DA NZYN NHNA Y
2. nw was named as a 921 for the loss of Yan

3. 1-2) \ay 0w, The P1oa says XIND NN DIYN IR DYPYNR I MYNII, yet they aren’t named
until day two and three. 3) mn was called an nwN before b7TX gave her the name.

4. 1) DUR—DNIDNPO WINNOD  2) MN —1 N YD DX NN NN D
3) PP =N NN WINOTIP 4) NV — DXPON D NV D
5) NI =17 NIANYM NVYYNN VAN MY 6) The city TN was named after yp’s son

* pTN presumably was given his name because he came from the nnTX, but the N9 1N doesn’t say so w1192,

5. From o7 until P Y210 was eight generations but it was only 130 years. We see this because
nw was born after yp 920 and 07X was 130 when nw was born.

6. | have aface, - (1,2) MNINN M9 YD
| have a mouth, - NO,T) P9 NN NN TUN NNTND
| have one eye, - 10, MNVY) XIND PY O

| am mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I? - The ground

7. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

He and | are so far yet we are so close, -we are at two ends of the NN but read less than a week apart
We are both read on the same day, - on NN NNNY

He contains m>na for all, - 12M M9 OMNX TIIN

| contain m>na for a nation. - INIYY 72 NN DYPYN YWOIN NWN T12 TN

We both have a connection to 2NN 3. - We are both read on N7 n nnnpw

Who am I? Who is he? - 15920 N3 and MYNI2

,IND 9N 12 RN PYY NTHIIN — NNHY NI
973NN TIION 12 TIT PN, D7 APY TIT N2 N2 153,978 DNIAN 12 DINY YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMNNY NMN 920
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We experience Yom Kippur, and then arrive at the yom tov of Succos. Who in Tanach experienced
Succos, and then appeared on Yom Kippur?

The Shechina rested on Yonah when he attended the Simchas Beis HaShoeva in the Bais Hamikdash on
Succos !, and he thus “appears” on Yom Kippur when we read his nevuah as the haftarah at mincha.

Leaving one’s home to dwell in the succah is a type of “galus.” Where is there a hint to galus and
geulah in the mitzvah of waving the 4 minim?

We wave them outwards, indicating galus, and then inwards, indicating the kibbutz galuyos. We wave them
upwards, indicating the Shechina’s departure from Bnei Yisrael, and then downwards, indicating the future
return of the Shechina to Bnei Yisrael. Similarly, the outward waving indicates the departure of one’s neshama,
and the inward waving indicates techiyas hameisim. The upward waving indicates the neshama’s ascent to
Shamayim, and the downward waving indicates its return to the body.?

Between Yom Kippur and Succos we are too busy to do aveiros. When Succos starts, we are at risk of
restarting negative behaviors, and may need to restart our teshuva efforts. Since teshuva is most
effective when performed as a community, on the second day of Succos we join together in 4 ways.
Name them.
e The 4 minim represent the union of all types of people from Bnei Yisrael.
Everyone leaves their fancy homes, and shares the experience of living simply.

[ )

e Every 7 years, we unite during hakhel to hear the mussar of Sefer Devarim...

e ...which occurs right after we experienced a shemitah year, full of shalom, and free of the fighting which
ordinarily occurs when we feel protective of our crops.®

As the maftir on Shemini Atzeres (and Simchas Torah in Chutz La’Aretz), we lain the pesukim which
describe the day’s korbanos.* When else do we lain these pesukim as maftir?

These pesukim are the last few pesukim of Parshas Pinchas, and lained as its matftir as well.

On Simchas Torah we often sing, “Ashrei ha’am shekacha lo, ashrei ha’am SheHashem Elokav,””
where we declare how fortunate we are to have a connection to Hashem. When do the malachim say
this pasuk?

When Hashem and the malachim hear us saying “Aleinu,” they announce, “Ashrei ha’am shekacha lo...”
Therefore, we should say “Aleinu” with great seriousness.®

On Simchas Torah, we often sing, “Ki mitzion teitzei Torah, u’dvar Hashem miyrushalayim.”’ In
Tanach, who said this pasuk?

No one, yet: the navi describes a scene which will occur at the time of the geulah, when the nations of the
world will flock to the Bais Hamikdash, and say to each other, “Let’s go to the house of Hashem, where we can
learn His ways, because the true Torah comes from Yerushalayim, and nowhere else.”

110010 'om

2wl At a7 A"NT W7 T RPN 10
A" X" N o

981 n"™ 0" 11 TNA

"0 T"p 070N

®'n "0 2"77 21" X2 2" nwn non

27 hom L2 e

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com




JUST CURIOUS

We were taken out of Mitzrayim and protected by the annanei hakavod in Nissan. Why do we celebrate
Succos, to recall those clouds, in Tishrei?

¢ We sit in the succah during the beginning of the rainy season, to make it clear that we are doing a
mitzvah, and not just enjoying the weather in an outdoor hut.®
After we did Chet HaEigel, Hashem forgave us on Yom Kippur, and told us to build a mishkan for his
Shechina to dwell with us. Likewise, every year we get forgiven on Yom Kippur, and then “live” with
Hashem in the succah.’
The annanei hakavod which accompanied Bnei Yisrael when they left Mitzrayim were lost just a few
months later when they performed the Chet HaEigel. On Yom Kippur, the 10" of Tishrei, they were
forgiven. The next day, on the 11" of Tishrei, Moshe gathered Bnei Yisrael to announce that they would
be collecting materials for the mishkan, as described in the beginning of Parshas Vayakhel.* Bnei
Yisrael eagerly brought materials, “Baboker, baboker™! — for each of the next 2 days, the 12" and 13"
of Tishrei. On the 14™ of Tishrei, the artisans came to collect the materials which they would need in
order to make the mishkan. Finally, on the 15" of Tishrei, the first day of Succos, the construction of the
mishkan began, and the annanei hakavod returned. *2
Often, lack of emunah is caused by aveiros. Now that we have removed our aveiros on Yom Kippur, we
are able to access a high level of emunah, which we absorb by living in a succah.*®
On the Yomim Noraim we daven that everyone should recognize Hashem. By taking the 4 minim, we
accomplish this as well, as we say in the tefillah before taking them.™
The simcha (joy) of Succos is an outgrowth of our successful yirah (fear and awe) during the Yomim
Noraim. In the service of Hashem, these 2 middos are not contradictory.*
Some people are more naturally serious, while others are more naturally joyful. Hashem put the Yomim
Noraim and Succos back-to-back to teach us to serve Him with each middah, when appropriate.*®

On Hoshana Rabbah, we smash aravos on the ground. Afterwards, many place them on top of the aron
kodesh. Wouldn’t it be more respectful to skip the first part, and JUST put them in this dignified
location?

If a person didn’t manage to do a complete teshuva during the y’'mei hadin, days of judgement, we remind him
on Hoshana Rabbah that he has one last chance. We take the aravos, which are compared to one’s lips, and
smash them on the ground, announcing, “Take your lips, and ability to speak, and ‘stick them in the ground,’” by
ignoring insults, and not responding. By forgiving others, you'll earn forgiveness from Hashem.”*’

On Simchas Torah, we sing and dance while we declare that the Torah is so geshmak, “It's even
sweeter than devash and nofes tzufim!”*® What’s “nofes tzufim”?
Fine flour which clings to a sieve due to its richness, which is similar to dough kneaded with honey and
oil.
2 loaves which cling to opposite, facing surfaces of an oven while being baked, which swell so much
that they fill the airspace of the oven and wind up touching each other in the middle.
Honey which comes from mountains.*
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RIDDLES

How many parshios have two-word names?
Lech Lecha, Chayei Sarah, Ki Sisa, Acharei Mos, Ki Seitzei, Ki Savo, V’zos Haberacha.

In Chutz La’Aretz, Simchas Torah never occurs on Shabbos. Yet, we DO lain V’zos Haberacha on
Shabbos. When?
At mincha of the Shabboses between Parshas Vayeilech and Simchas Torah.

Who was the first “Chosson Torah”?
Hashem: when giving us the Torah, He “approached” us from Har Sinai “like a chosson going out to greet his
kallah.”?°

With the last pasuk in Parshas V’zos Haberacha, we finish the Torah. With which pasuk in this parsha
do we BEGIN Torah?
When a baby learns to speak, his father teaches him his first words: “Torah tziva lanu Moshe, morasha kehillas

Yaakov.?!” %

Whom is Moshe quoting when he says, “Torah tziva lanu Moshe, morasha kehillas Yaakov.?*”?
This pasuk is taken from the middle of a narrative: “Af choveiv amaim”— even when the nations of the world
oppress us, and tzaddikim suffer, they still hold tightly to the Torah, saying, “Torah tziva lanu Moshe.

n24

How can you declare Hashem as the Melech by not fighting with someone?
When do we declare, “Vayehi bishurun Melech” — “Hashem is the King”? “Bhisaseif rashei am” — “When we
are united.”®

Moshe ascended Har Nevo and arrived at “rosh hapisga” — the summit of the mountain. In this remote
location, Hashem showed him Eretz Yisrael, and Moshe passed away. What other event in Chumash
occurred at this spot?

Balak brought Bilam to “S’dei Tzofim, el rosh hapisga™ — this same mountain summit — in an attempt to curse
Bnei Yisrael, because Balak foresaw that tragedy would befall them there; he didn’t perceive that the tragedy
would be Moshe’s death.?’

1226

Hashem’s name is made of 3 letters: 1 ,n ,' (with 1 repeating). Try this: take any other letter, and
combine it with each of the letters in Hashem’s name. For example, take “x,” and combine it with 1 ,n
—you wind up with 1x ,nx ,'x. 2 of those are real words, and one is not. Keep trying this. There are only
2 letters which can make a word when combined with ALL 3 letters from Hashem’s name. What are
those 2 letters, and why are they special?

The first and last letters of the Torah: 2 and "7 (17 ,n7 ,*7 ,1a ,n2 ,'a are all real words). Hashem says,
“Everything is 1 and '72,” — in Me and Mine, and we say about Him, “Everything is 12/n2a, 17/0%?” — His and in Him.
This foundational point, that Hashem is the “Opener” and “Closer” of everything, is the “opening” and “closing”
point of the Torah!*®
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Chazak Chazak V’Nischazeik! — Take a guess: Sefer Devarim contains how many...

pesukim? (955)
parshios? (11)
sedarim? (54) (Sedarim reflect a system of dividing Tanach which predates the secular introduction of
the commonly used “perakim,” and which relates to the 3 year laining cycle which existed in Eretz
Yisrael, mentioned in Megillah 29b.)
pesuchos? (34)

e sesumos? (124)

How many pesukim and words are in the whole Torah?
o 5,845 pesukim
e 79,976 words
JUST CURIOUS

Hashem offered all the nations the Torah.”® Why does the Torah only mention His offer to Eisav, on Har
Seir, and Yishmael, on Har Paran
These pesukim are only discussing the descendants of Avraham Avinu.*

305

The Torah is our heritage — morasha — passed down through the generations.* Is this true even
regarding geirim?
Yes: this is why it specifically mentions “Kehillas Yaakov” — “those who GATHER to join Bnei Yisrael.”*®

Where were the shevatim located when Moshe gave them berachos?
In front of him, as implied by the fact that he spoke TO them, as in, “...anx Y734

When Moshe gives a beracha to Levi, he mentions the “tumim v’urim.”*® Why does Moshe switch the
usual order, not using the typical term “urim v’tumim”?

From the kohein’s perspective, he first uses the “urim” which light up to INDICATE the future, and only
afterwards does he experience “tumim” — its COMPLETION and fulfillment in reality. Here, Moshe addresses
Hashem, and from His perspective, He first decrees the eventual “tumim” — fulfilled reality — and only
afterwards enlightens the kohein with the “urim.”®

Some explain that Shevet Shimon didn’t get a beracha because they worshiped Ba’al Pe’or and sinned
with the bnos Midyan.*” Why was this worse than the rest of Bnei Yisrael doing the Eigel HaZahav and
the Chet HaMeraglim, for which they were already forgiven? Also, all the people who did Ba’al Pe’or
already died®, and that aveirah wasn’t limited to Shevet Shimon! Why didn’t they get a beracha?

Bnei Yisrael have to be made up of 12 shevatim, corresponding to the 12 mazalos, 12 months, and the 12
directions in which Hashem sends things into the world. This 12 shevet arrangement was already mentioned
by Yaakov Avinu. At this point, Yosef was already split into 2 shevatim regarding the chanukas hamizbeach,
the degalim, and the division of Eretz Yisrael. In order to maintain the number 12, one shevet had to be omitted
from the berachos. It could not be Levi, because his beracha would spread to all of Bnei Yisrael through the
korbanos. Shimon, a small shevet who got a small beracha from Yaakov, was chosen to be left out, and would
receive beracha through the berachos to the rest of Bnei Yisrael.*
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Moshe praises the very old mountains in the land of Yosef. Why is it so special to have old mountains?
The older something is, the longer Hashem has been mashgiach and watching over it.*°

Moshe describes Hashem as, “The One Who dwells in the s’neh.” Wasn’t this only during a single
conversation with Moshe?

Hashem first spoke to Moshe from the s’neh, and later spent a long time on that same mountain, during the
months following Maamad Har Sinai. From there, He came to dwell with Bnei Yisrael.**

Moshe tells Zevulun, “Go be happy doing business.” They MUST enjoy it?

Even though they had to stop learning to go work, they should be happy that they have the opportunity to help
Yissachar learn, and they know they’ll be successful in business because they are “sheluchei mitzvah” —
representatives on a holy mission.*

The last line of a Sefer Torah must conclude in the middle of the line, at the bottom of a column.*®® If it
doesn’t, it’s a debate if the Sefer Torah is acceptable.** Why is this so important?
This arrangement makes it clear that this spot is the end of the Sefer Torah.*

IN YOUR OPINION

Did you ever have to step outside of your familiar and comfortable social setting, in order to pursue
spiritual growth?

In Moshe’s beracha to Shevet Levi, he praises them for prioritizing their service of Hashem over all else.
Moshe acknowledges the fact that in order to serve Hashem in the mishkan, the Leviim had to forgo quality
time with their parents, siblings, and children, who didn’t serve alongside them.*

What opportunities can you identify through which you could help the tzibbur get closer to Hashem?
In one of the final descriptions of Moshe Rabbeinu, the Torah says, “Tzidkas Hashem asah, umishpatav im
Yisrael,” attributing to Moshe all of the mitzvos which were performed by Bnei Yisrael, since he was the one
who taught them Torah.”® In fact, even an individual who has perfected his personal Avodas Hashem to the
highest levels, doesn’t compare to one who guides others to serve Hashem, whose zechuyos continue to
multiply forever.*

Before Moshe died, Hashem showed him everything that would happen to Bnei Yisrael for all time.*
What must that have felt like?
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N'YKXI
RIDDLES

There are 3 berachos which refer to Hashem creating Adam, and begin with the phrase “Asher
yatzar.””" What are they?

e “Asher yatzar es ha’adam bchachma...”

o “Asher yatzar es ha’adam b'tzalmo...” (from sheva berachos)

o “Asher yatzar eschem badin...” (said upon seeing graves)

If one skips “mashiv haruach u’mordi hageshem,” or “v’sein tal umatar,” he must repeat shemoneh
esrei.*® Apparently, davening regarding rain is very important. Where do we find a hint to this idea in
Parshas Breishis?

The very first tefillah said by anyone, ever, was when Adam davened for rain, to make the plants grow3.>*

Hashem took a “tzeilah” from Adam to make Chava.>® What is a “tzeilah”?
A side.>®

We start the annual cycle of krias hatorah with Parshas Breishis. Where in Parshas Breishis is there a
hint to a halacha regarding krias hatorah?

Generally, the krias hatorah on Mondays, Thursdays, and Shabbos mincha, must have at least 10 pesukim,
parallel to the 10 statements with which Hashem made the world. (They were also parallel to the aseres
hadibros, and the 10 “batlanim” who were constantly available to provide a minyan in the beis haknesses.)>’

Kayin killed Hevel. Who killed Kayin?
Lemech killed him by accident.*®

Moshe “just recently died” in Parshas V’zos Haberacha, and it will be a while until he “returns” to the
parsha. Yet, one of his names IS “mentioned” in Parshas Breishis. Where?
Adam’s great-great-great-grandson was named Yered>’, which is also one of Moshe’s names.®

JUST CURIOUS

Rav Yitchak famously wonders, “Why did the Torah start with Breishis instead of with the mitzvos?”
He answers, “To teach us that Hashem made the world and can give Eretz Yisrael to whomever He
wants.”®! If not for that, Hashem would have skipped Breishis? Don’t we need to know that He made
the world?!

From the pesukim alone, one cannot understand the details of what was created on each day, the creation of
Adam and Chava, their aveirah and punishment, the events of Gan Eden, the mabul, or the Dor HaPalagah.
Deciphering them requires a mesorah going back to Moshe Rabbeinu, which is supposed to remain private.
Nonetheless, notes Rav Yitzchak, these pesukim DO reveal that when people sinned they were punished and
exiled, which explains our entittlement to Eretz Yisrael, and demonstrates that it's dependent on our behavior.®?
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To whom was Hashem speaking when he said, “Na’aseh Adam” — “Let US make man”?%

e In His humility, Hashem “consulted” with the malachim before making a being which would be similar to

them, so they wouldn’t be jealous.*
Hashem told the water to produce fish, and the ground to produce animals. When making man, who is
physically from dirt and spiritually “like” Hashem, Hashem said TO THE DIRT, “Let US make man
‘together.”®

e Hashem told man himself, “l am giving you potential, but YOU will ‘make yourself'!”®

If Adam is the most important creation, why was he created last?

e So no one would think that Adam helped Hashem make the world.

e So that if one becomes arrogant, he can be reminded that mosquitoes were created before him.

¢ He was created on Erev Shabbos so he could immediately engage in the mitzvah of Shabbos.

e Hashem prepared the whole “meal” (the world) and then invited the important “guest” (Adam).®” This is
one understanding of the phrase, “Asher yatzar es ha’adam b’chachma” — “Hashem made man
wisely.”®®

How could Adam be made “b’tzelem Elokim,”®
e “Like Hashem,” man has intelligence.”
e Like a malach, man acts with understanding. Better than a malach, like Hashem, man can choose.

Unlike Hashem, man doesn’t always choose to do good.”

Hashem constantly affects and runs the world. Similarly (but not identically), He gave man the ability to

affect the world metaphysically through his actions.”

if Hashem has no physical form?

Adam is named after the “adamah” (ground) from which he was formed.” Weren’t ALL animals made
from the ground”*?

Man isn’t just FROM dirt — he is LIKE dirt: full of potential and the ability to cause growth. In contrast, animals
(and malachim) are “frozen” and stagnant.”

When Hashem saw that Adam needed a partner, why did He make her out of Adam, instead of “from
scratch” like He did regarding every other animal?

Hashem wanted a husband and wife to feel love and attachment to each other as if they are limbs from the
same body. From the OUTSET, Hashem saw that an eizer k’negdo for Adam “couldn’t be found” IF they were
formed separately like other animals.”®
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77

In the shemoneh esrei for Leil Shabbos, we say the peskuim of, “Vayechulu...””" which describe

Hashem’s completion of the world, and how He rested on Shabbos.”® Immediately after shemoneh
esrei, we repeat these pesukim. Why?

When yom tov falls on Friday night, we don’t say these pesukim in shemoneh esrei, and we therefore need to
say them after shemoneh esrei instead. Once this practice was instituted for such occasions, we maintain
consistency and say these pesukim on regular Shabboses as well. In addition, saying them out loud allows us
to exempt those who don’t know how to say these pesukim on their own.™

Adam was given a “ruach memalela” — “speaking spirit” — before any other people existed.®** To whom
was he supposed to speak?

The main function of one’s faculty of speech is to speak to Hashem!®*

After Adam tells Hashem that Chava gave him the fruit of the Eitz HaDaas, Hashem asks Chava, “Mah
zos asis” — “What did you do?”’®” Hadn’t this just been clarified?

With this inquiry, Hashem was indicating that she should save herself by doing teshuva, and was inviting her to
do viduy for her aveirah. Chava accepted the invitation, and proceeded to admit, “Due to the ploy of the
nachash, | did this aveirah unintentionally.”®

After Chava ate from the Eitz HaDaas, bringing death to the world, Adam named her “Chava” — “mother
of all the LIVING.”® Wouldn’t a more appropriate name be “misah”?

Despite the fact that she led Adam to do an aveirah, and brought disastrous consequences to the world, Adam
was not angry. Instead, he focused on her very POSITIVE trait, that she was the mother of all future
generations, and named her accordingly. Regarding himself, on the other hand, he focused on his lowliness,
naming himself “dirt,”® rather than choosing a name which reflected, “Father of all the living,” or, “Formed
directly by the ‘hands’ of Hashem.”®°

Many begin kiddush on Leil Shabbos with the phrase, “...yaxn1 nmwa 17511 'wwa nir”® Hold on: “...I9%”
starts a new pasuk, while “rwwn nr” is the last 2 words of the previous pasuk! Why do we say it all as if
it’'s one phrase?

With those 2 words added, the roshei teivos of the first 4 words spell out Hashem’s name.®

IN YOUR OPINION

Chazal tell us that a person should always say, “Bishvili nivra ha’olam” — “The world was created for
me!”® Couldn’t this lead to arrogance?
e This awareness brings one to a HUMBLING appreciation of his responsibility, that, “l am like a whole
world! | don’t want to remove myself from the world by doing an aveirah!”®
The fact that each of us was created with a unique form demonstrates how important we are to
Hashem, and this realization should lead us to thank Him.%*

77 IN ll
BN n"0N N"IX
79 l.r v
80y pn
8 haniwn na pun
82 AuI IA
83 [} "
111190 "I ,n"NIX
84 ID ';l
85 I_I. T"' 1!12 lly
8 5mY natx, and see Rav Pam on Pirkei Avos pg. 168
87 1, 1
N
881 " " "
'X"YA N"IR K"
8 " 1m0
O py "en
91 "
ow n"m

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com




Is there anything wrong with copying someone who does something good? Does one’s motivation
matter?

After Kayin brought his korban, we are told that, “Hevel heivi GAM hu” — “Hevel ALSO brought a korban.”®* The
Torah subtly criticizes Hevel, indicating that he was motivated by jealousy. Perhaps when Shlomo HaMelech
criticized people’s competitive nature, declaring, “Gam zeh hevel,” “This (competition) is also hevel — fuitile,
he was hinting that “this” (i.e., competition) was the “also” (mentioned in our pasuk) with which “Hevel’
struggled.®*

193

What are the dangers of one feeling bad about himself?

When Kayin wondered why his korban wasn’t accepted, whereas Hevel’'s was, Hevel explained that Kayin's
was of inferior quality. Kayin responded by denying Hashem and olam haba.?® Kayin felt so down about his
“failed” korban that the yetzer hara had an unusually strong effect on him, to the point that Kayin went from
being%a navi, who was self-inspired to bring a korban, to denying Hashem. Beware of this tactic of the yetzer
hara!
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CI-‘I‘%ZEH'J A Life of Truth

Shabbos InspirationdJ Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
7Nan' DY NTYa

Yankov'l was riding the train with his Zadie. Yankov'l was a nin:, and although he loved his Zadie, his loss and the loneliness that he
felt, had led him to an encounter with his v 1y!. He had become caught up with the winds of the times, and the lure of the communists
and socialists was dragging him in. Yankeleh didn't feel like he was being dragged in, he felt like he was doing what he wanted to do. His
Zadie, Reb Zelig, loved him and cared for him, but he was an older man, and Yankeleh and his Zadie didn’t see eye to eye. Reb Zelig
had squeezed an agreement out of his einekel to come with him to his Rebbe, Reb Shemesh’l of Sadiger. Yankov'l just wanted to hang
out with his “friends”. These were the years before World War Il when the “isims” had become ruthless and violent, and they were
victimizing the Jewish community.” Involvement with those groups was plainly dangerous, and Yankov'I's Zadie was frightened for him.2
He felt that once Yankov'l came to the Rebbe, he would not regret it. He wished that his einekel would relax a little bit and enjoy the train
ride, but Yankov'l wasn't in the mood. Then, they heard an announcement on the loudspeaker: Attention all passengers! Next stop,
Sadiger! “Come Yankel,” Reb Zelig beckoned, “get your hat box. This is our stop.” “I didn’t bring a hat.” Yankov'l said. “What do | need it
for, Zadie?” “Oh my.” Reb Zelig breathed. “Will you at least put on a hat when we go into the Rebbe. | don’t want to be embarrassed!”
“Zadie,” Yankov'l said politely, “will you respect what | say now?” “Well, it depends what you're going to say. Come. Let's stand out of the
way. The passengers are leaving the train.” Yankov'l continued, “l don’t want to put on a hat just for the Rebbe to see me. | want the
Rebbe to see exactly who | am.” His Zadie had a hard time understanding him. What his Yankov'| had been through had been terrible,
but it hadn’'t been easy for him either. All he wanted Yankeleh to do was to put on a hat when he went into the Rebbe. But then he had
second thoughts. “You know something? | think you're right. | think | also want the Rebbe to see exactly who you are. This way he’ll
understand the problem.” Yankeleh didn’t think there was a problem, but at least they both agreed that he would come without his hat to
the Rebbe. His Zadie had already made an appointment with the gabbai earlier that week, so they grabbed the first taxi and tried to make
it on time for their appointment.

When they arrived at the Rebbe, there were a lot of people waiting in line. The gabbai, greeted Reb Zelig warmly. When he noticed
Yankov'l, his tone changed. “This is your grandson? Where is his hat? His hair seems a bit long.” “Excuse me,” Reb Zelig asserted
himself, “I think we’'ll discuss this with the Rebbe, not with his gabbil” Yankeleh was ready to run. “I’'m leaving!” he yelled, “l don’t need
to be insulted this way!” “He is just the gabbi!” Reb Zelig said emphatically. Yankeleh didn’t care. People were staring at him now. They
had no idea what he had been through! Reb Zelig just said, “Come with me to the Rebbe please, and afterwards if you want to leave,
you can leave, okay?” Yankel was unhappy, but he reluctantly agreed. Yankel and his Zadie walked into the Rebbe’s room. The Rebbe
was happy to see them. “Ah! Vas macht men epis!? Reb Zelig, Shalom Alaichem! How are you?” Reb Zelig became very emotional, and
broke down, “how are you, Rebbe?” he cried, “how is everything?” “Reb Zelig, what's the matter? Why are you crying?” the Rebbe asked
soothingly. “There is a lot of noise outside. Please summon the gabbai, and ask him if he could keep things under control for a moment,
and close the doors securely.” The Rebbe smiled at Yankov'l, “Shalom Alaichem young man. What is your name?” Reb Zelig, crying
terribly, answered for him, “This — this is my — my grandson — the yasom.” The Rebbe smiled. “Reb Zelig, there is no reason to cry. For
me it is a great simcha and joy to meet your grandson. Shalom Alaichem young man, what is your name?” “My name is Yakov.” “Hello
Yakov, and n*¢i iy "2'aX XY iN2 DRNIX DNY Diznan. May the n7iy 7¢ inian be nnan you, and may you feel no pain any
longer in your life.” “Thank you, Rebbe.” “Yakov,” the Rebbe continued, “is there perhaps anything you would like to discuss with me?”
“No.” Yakov answered. “I'll tell you the truth, Rabbi. | just came because my grandfather told me to. That's the only reason that | came!
Do you understand that, Rabbi?! The only reason | came is because my grandfather told me to come!” The Rebbe was very impressed.
“A young man, in our days, still has respect for his grandfather, and comes! This is quite extraordinary. Yakov, | am proud of you.” “Can
| leave now, Rabbi?” “If you'd like, Yakov,” the Rebbe answered. “Would you be so kind to wait outside?” Yakov didn’t want to wait
outside. “My grandfather promised me that | can go on my own,” he said. “Yakov, can you do me a favor?” the Rebbe asked, ‘I really
would want your...” “My grandfather promised me | can go on my own, Rabbi! Are you telling me now that | can’t just leave and
run away?!” “No, no. Not at all, Yakov,” the Rebbe replied. “ni7¢i| on. Just, as a personal favor, would you mind waiting another ten
minutes outside?” Yakov stood his ground. “There is too much noise outside, and | don’t like the comments your gabbai made to me
about my hat!” The Rebbe replied warmly, “did | say anything about your hat, or lack of such, Yakov?” “No, Rabbi. You didn’t. And you
didn’t say anything about my hair either. | appreciate that, and that's why I'll do you the favor, Rabbi, and I'll wait outside ten minutes for
my grandfather to come out.” “Thank you,” the Rebbe softly replied. “Thank you, Yakov, and it was a pleasure meeting you.”

Yankeleh left the room. His Zadie, was crying terribly, “Rebbe, the Rebbe sees nebach what I'm going through! | am going to take him
back, and | am going to hold him down, Rebbe! Ich vell em machen lernen yeder tag! | will make him learn...” The Rebbe empathized
with Reb Zelig, but he softly replied, “No, no, no, Reb Zelig, it won’t work.” Reb Zelig cried, “then what should | do, Rebbe?” The Rebbe
thought for a few moments. He sang a sweet singsong tune, “gevalt, gevalt, gevalt.” Then he looked at Reb Zelig, and said, “you know
something Reb Zelig, | am going to tell you to do something which may sound a little bit drastic, but my hergesh tells me that this is your
yeshuah.” Reb Zelig dutifully replied, “Rebbe, whatever you tell me to do, | will do.” The Rebbe said, “Yakov said he wants to go alone.

! The Legacy, Rabbi Berel Wein & Rabbi Warren Goldstein, pg. 9
2 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #231, Dial-A-Shiur
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He doesn’t want to travel anymore with you. | think he should go alone.” Reb Zelig was shocked! “Rebbe, if we let him go alone, he
will run off to his friends, is duch vern a churban!” The Rebbe calmed Reb Zelig down, “shaaaa... Reb Zelig please, calm down.
Have bitachon and all will be well. Do you hear the commotion that’s going on outside between the chasidim? It is very easy for your
grandson to be lost. We have to act fast. We're going to take your grandson, and we’re going to put him onto a train where he can travel
alone. The train we're going to put him on is to Bobov. | want him to go to the Yeshiva of Rav Ben Tzion Halbershtam. If we put him on,
and he has no money, he'll have no choice but to be on that train, and when he gets there, he will be in that Yeshiva.” The Rebbe called
in his gabbai, “Boruch, | want you to escort that young man outside to the train station. Tell him that he doesn’t have to travel with his
grandfather, and purchase a ticket for him. There is a lot of commotion at the train station, and he will not realize where the train is going.
| will be 77910, that he shouldn’t realize. Just make sure that the ticket is to Bobov.”

The Rebbe’s gabbai did as he was instructed. Yakov was happy to be traveling on his own. The gabbai told him that he was going home.
Yakov just didn’t know yet where home was. Then, Yakov heard an announcement on the loudspeaker, “may | have your attention please!
The last stop, Bobov, is coming up! Please be careful when you open up the overhead compartments, because some of the items may
have shifted during this train ride, especially with our conductor.” Yakov was confused. “Bobov? Hey, Mr. Conductor!” “What do you
mean, Bobov?! How could Bobov be the last stop?!” The conductor patiently replied, “How it can be the last stop, how should | explain it
to you? Because the train is on tracks that go to Bobov, and when it comes to Bobov there are no more tracks, so that's why Bobov is
the last stop. Now, do you understand that?” Yakov didn’t understand, but he had no choice but to get off the train. He didn’t want to
spend the night in the train yard, and he had no money for a ticket back. Yakov felt betrayed, “of all the nerve!” he yelled. How dare they
do this to me! Where do | go now?! | don’t know where to go!” As he was standing there, he was approached by a Bobover chasid.
“Anshuldiks. Hi. My name is Nachmen Ber. | received a telegram from Sadiger that you would be coming. Would you like to come with
me to the Yeshiva?” Yakov angrily replied, “No. I'm not going with you to your Yeshival” Nachmen Ber told him, “’'m in the Bobover
Yeshiva. It's just a couple of blocks down!” “Yakov was adamant, “I'm staying right here in this train station!” “Aright.” Nachmen Ber
replied. “Listen, | have better things to do with my time. If you want to stay here and STARVE, and FREEZE, it's going to be very cold
tonight, 7iTa Tin)2!" Realizing that he had nowhere better to go, Yakov angrily went along with him. He was greeted by the bachrim.
Yakov was in no mood for them, “no! | don’t want anyone to give me Shalom Alaichem! Get away from me, all of you! Can | please
have a room? Tomorrow morning, I'm going to figure out a way to get money, and I'm going to run away from here.” Nachmen Ber just
told him, “Whatever you want! Whatever you want! As far as I'm concerned, right now | have to walk the Rebbe because he’s going to
ayn!” Yakov was having a rough day. He cried, “Another gabbai! Another Rebbe! How dare my grandfather do this to me?!”

The Bobover Rav, Reb Ben Tzion Halbershtam, was walking to 2'yn with Nachmen Ber, and he heard the crying through the window.
“Who is that boy crying from that window?” “Oh Rebbe,” Nachmen Ber replied, “that’s the telegram we got last night from Sadiger. A boy!
A nin!! He came here. Apparently, his grandfather tricked him to come here. He doesn't really want to be here.” As Nachmen Ber was
talking to the Rebbe, the crying was getting louder, “No! No, grandfather! How could you do this to me! I'm going to run away from
here and I'll never come back to you; not after what you did to me!” The Bobover Rav was listening, and he exclaimed, “My, my,
my, he seems terribly upset. You know something, Nachmen Ber, | am going to daven ayn later.” Perplexed, Nachmen Ber asked,
“But the Bobover Rav always davens right now?” The Kedushas Tzion simply replied, “nixnn m 1109 niyna 7oiv. Make sure a |n
waits for me later. Go and summon the boy.” Nachmen Ber did just that. “Hey Yakov! The Rebbe wants to talk to you!” “Well, tell him
that | don’t want to talk to him!” Nachmen Ber recoiled in shock, “You know, | think you’re speaking with a little bit of chutzpa.” “Wrong!”
Yakov yelled, “I’'m speaking with a lot of chutzpa! What are you going to do, throw me out of here?! That’s what | want!” Nachmen
Ber left the room and went back to the Rebbe. “Rebbe, he doesn’t want to come.” The Rebbe stood up and said, “in that case | will go to
him.”

Yakov was sitting in his room, and he heard a knocking at the door, “Who is there now?!” he shouted. He heard a gentle voice on the
other side of the door, “My name is Ben Tzion. They call me the Bobover Rav.” The Rebbe walked into the room, and Yakov greeted
him. “Hello Rabbi. | was tricked! | was tricked into coming here by my grandfather! He had no right to do it! They put me onto a train! |
thought | was going home, and instead it took me to Bobov!” The Rebbe looked at him with caring eyes, and said softly, “I understand
the problem. That's why | came to offer you money to go home.” Now, it was Yakov's turn to be shocked. “What???” The Rebbe just
said, “If you want money, here it is. | think it's about three ruble a ticket from here to Sadiger, and you can get a connecting train from
there back home - here is the money. If you want to go buy a ticket, it's all yours. However, you do seem very tired. Please, why don'’t
you spend the night here? In the morning, come to me for breakfast, and afterwards, I'll have Nachmen Ber drive you to the train station.”
Yakov was touched by the Rebbe’s kindness, “Well, thank you Rabbi,” he replied as he relaxed a little bit. “At least you're a little bit
understanding.”

To be sure, Yankov'l was in a difficult situation. His parents nebach passed away, and he was living with his old grandfather who didn't
understand him, but he was falling into a trap! We daven every day that Hashem save us from our vy 1y'. Just that alone makes us a
tremendous success. We should thank Hashem all the time that we are from the nainn n%7iv. We can also keep in mind when we run
into a difficult situation, that like Yakov in our story, we don’t necessarily know what is good for us. Hashem loves us, and is saving us
from greater troubles.
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If you asked Yankov'l about his farher in the Kedushas Tzion’s 1" 7"'x7, Yeshiva, this is what he would say. “l came to the Rebbe for breakfast,
and | was not in a good mood. | was |vpx121y, and | was angry. The Rebbe asked me if | had already davened n'nwi.' | snapped at him that
| had davened in my room. The Rebbe ignored my chutzpa, and graciously brought out a geshmakka five course meal. | hadn’t eaten so much
in weeks! While | was enjoying the breakfast, the Rebbe talked about all the fun the bachrim had in Bobov. Bachrim would skate on the frozen
river, some of them were really good. There was also horseback riding. The boys would make a shpiel on horseback whenever there was a
chasuna. In fact, one of the bachurim was an excellent rider! The Rebbe told me that there might be a chasuna later on in the day, and if |
wanted to, | could stick around for the day and go ice skating and horseback riding. The Rebbe spent time schmoozing with me, and made me
feel comfortable. He had given me money, and | was free to take the train home whenever | wanted to. Though, if | wanted to go skating with
the bachrim, | would have to wait until lunch time, because the bachrim were going to seder right then. This was a problem. | wanted to learn
how to skate, but | also wanted to run away. The Rebbe told me that later on in my life | would need the ice skating, so he suggested staying
and enjoying ice skating. | couldn’t believe that this was for real. My grandfather had sent me to Bobov to imprison me in the Yeshiva, and now
the Rav of a Chasidus, a Rosh Yeshiva, was inviting me to go ice skating and horseback riding. After such a hearty breakfast, | was feeling tired.
The Rebbe suggested that | go upstairs and lay down a little bit, and soon enough it would be lunch time.”

When Yankov'l went upstairs to rest, the Rebbe called in his gabbai, “Nachman Ber, come in please.” Nachman Ber came into the Rebbe’s
room, and the Rebbe said to him, “Please bring me the two talmidim who know how to ice skate. Tell them that there’s an inyon of ¢j9) nij7'e
over here.” Nachman Ber wondered what the w93 nij7'o was. Did the Rebbe need them to skate across the river and to quickly raise money
for o' 1ir19? Or, perhaps the Rebbe needed them to skate across the river to get the doctor again for old Reb Yechezkel? The Rebbe told
him, “No. Not at all. | want them to teach the new bachur in our Yeshiva, Yakov, how to skate.” Nachman Ber was surprised. “Rebbe?! He’s a
new bachur in our Yeshiva? He's not staying here. Look what he looks like!” The Rebbe, however, knew better. He explained to Nachman Ber,
“He’s nebach a nin, he is [vaX121Y, he is angry, and he doesn’t know what to do. So far, unfortunately the only people who befriended him
were the socialists and communists in his town. He hasn't had enough food to eat, and they are the ones who offered him food. Don’t worry,
that bachur is going to stay here. Please go and get me those two ice skaters.” Nachman Ber went and got the two boys, Berel and Zev. When
they came into the Rebbe’s room, the Rebbe greeted them enthusiastically, “Ah! Berel and Zev, | have a serious inyon of niwi9) n'zxn. Go get
your ice skates, and | want you to go to that bachur Yakov who just came, and give him a very good time.” “But, Rebbe?” Berel asked. “We only
have one hour for lunch!” The Rebbe clearly reiterated what he had said, “give him a very good time. It is an inyon of ¥i9) n17'9.”

Yakov woke up, and yawned. He had been so tired. He wasn’t used to such a good breakfast. Then he saw a pair of ice skates on the floor. He
looked up, and saw two bachrim smiling at him. They introduced themselves, and announced, “Let’s go. We’re going to teach you how to ice
skate like you never ice skated before in your life!” Yakov was having a great time with them, but it was getting late. Zev asked him, “hey Yakov,
aren’t you supposed to make the train? “Train?” Yakov parroted, “what train?” Berel reminded him. “The train to Sadiger. It leaves in an hour.
We can skate down the lake and you'll be really close to the station! Unless, you want to say goodbye to the Rebbe first.” Yakov had been really
enjoying himself. “I was just wondering,” he asked, “do you think that if | stay here in the Yeshiva, we can do at least an hour of this skating a
day?” “It's up to the Rebbe,” they replied, “But something tells me that he just may say that an hour is not enough!”

Three months later, a very nervous grandfather received a letter. Oy vey. He krechtzed, It’'s a letter from my grandson. Oy. This is trouble! Oh.
Oh. He’s probably writing to me now that he hates me! ...fooling him and putting him on a train going in the wrong direction??! Oy gevalf! Aright.
Ich hub nisht kein N3, | have to open the letter. It says, “Dear Zaideh...” Oy, that's my grandson Yankov'l. As much as he’s gone through
nebach, and as much as he doesn't like the way | was trying to keep him away from those Zionists... the communists... Oy. He still writes, Dear
Zaideh. Well, here it comes. “I must tell you that | am...” WHAT? ...are you sure this is from him? It says it's from Yakov. “| am enjoying myself
immensely over here. | have two nininan, Berel and Zev. We learn together for an hour a day, and the other two hours I...” | what?? “|
sssskate??? ...and even the skating, | am doing...” what?? "nmu ny'y”, my einekal writes, “because the Rebbe said that one day I'm going
to need it.” Huh? What else does he write over here? He says, “thank you, Zadie, for sending me to this wonderful Yeshiva.” | thought he
would be so angry that | fooled him!... And he also says, “by the way, | need money for a new hat.” A new hat?? But he hasn’t been wearing
a hat at all?? Ohhh! If this isn't & TiFn 011 and niTY, | don’t know what is!

That was three months after his arrival in Bobov. Three years after Yakov began learning in Bobov, he still would skate from time to time as a
hobby, but he didn’t have much time for that. You see, he was one of the most ehrlicha chasidishe bachrim in the Yeshiva. He sat and learnt
N'7'71 oni. From time to time, people would see him skating. It taka seemed a bit strange. He was wearing the chasidishe w114, and he was
skating on the lake. People would ask him, “You're such a Tmnn. Why do you take off time to skate?” He would say, “Look, it's this skating that
saved my nnwi, and made me want to stay over here. | appreciate this skating, and | have aivn n1n to it. Also, the Rebbe said that one day
| will need it. | don’t know when that day is going to come.” Unfortunately, it didn’t take too long for Yakov to find out. WWII began. Yakov and
all the other Bobover bachrim, tried desperately to run from the Nazis. Eventually, they were caught in their web. They had much courage, and
they continued to be w93 10in themselves for kashrus, for Yiddishkeit, for putting on |"7'o1 in the ghetto, in the labor camps, and eventually
in the concentration camps. One day, earthshattering news reached Yakov. His Rebbe, the one who he considered his father, the one who gave
him life, Reb Ben Tzion of Bobov, the Kedushas Tzion, had been murdered by the Nazis on ax "7. inT o'j7! nwa.

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim shiur #231, Dial-A-Shiur
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Several months later, with liberation around the corner, Yakov and thousands of other Jews were on a death march. “ACHTUNG! MOVE!” a
Nazi snarled at them, “if anyone stops marching for even one moment we will shoot!” Yakov was losing courage. The news about his
Rebbe greatly discouraged him. His friends wouldn’t stop cheering him on. “Yakov! The Rebbe is in nmu being 7'79mnn for you! n'j'1x¥ D'7i13
D'nan Mi' onn'N2! | have a story that will give you j1'n, Listen. | heard it from a friend who was in Budapest. Did you know that the
Russians have taken over most of the city already?!” Just then a Nazi noticed them talking. “ACHTUNG YOU TWO! STOP TALKING OR |
WILL SHOOT YOU AT ONCE!” Yakov's friend waited for the Nazi to pass before continuing. “You know, the Rav’s son, Rav Shlomo...” Yakov
exclaimed, “Ah! He is such a great j*7x! He was the Rav in Bobov under the leadership of his father who was the Rebbe.” Yakov's friend
continued, “Boruch Hashem, he managed to escape Hungry after the Nazis invaded! He had disguised himself as a German officer, and boarded
a plane which took him out of Hungry. He doesn’t even speak German! He held a German newspaper in front of him, and when someone would
come to talk to him, he would gesture as if to say, don’t disturb me. He made it to Romania safely. Then, unbelievably, he returned to Hungry!”

Yakov couldn’t believe it, “how in his right mind could he walk right back into the Nazis’ claws?!!" “To save his mother,” his friend said. “That’s
how. He hired a driver, and the two of them dressed up like soldiers and drove into Budapest. He brought along a truckload of bread, and
distributed it to anyone who could say that he buried a nn.” Yakov just shook his head in disbelief, “I don’t know how anyone could have such
courage!” “When he got there, he knocked on one of his mother’'s windows. One of the children ran to her, and said that Reb Shlomoleh was
there. She laughed, “you must be dreaming! He’s in Romania!” She took a glance out of the window and she saw that the child was right, her
Shlomoleh was there! Reb Shlomo just pointed to the truck and said, “Mother, quick! Let’s get into the truck!” She didn’t want to go! She had a
daughter who was on the other side of the bridge that connected Buda and Pest, and she wouldn’t leave without her. Reb Shiomo went to his
driver and offered him more money if he would drive him to the other side of Budapest to save his sister. The driver flatly refused. He was terrified
every second he was there, and unequivocally stated that if they weren't on the truck within the next five minutes, he would leave without them.
What was Reb Shlomo going to do? Just then, the sister came running toward them with all of her children. She said that she had gone to sleep,
and our Rebbe, the Kedushas Tzion inT nij?* nwn, came to her in a dream and said, “Why are you sleeping?! Get up, and run to Mommy!” At
first, she ignored it and went back to sleep, but then she had the same dream again. She got up, grabbed her children, and ran! It wasn’t pashut.
The bridges were all blown up, and it was nearly impossible to get over! Boruch Hashem, they made it to Romania safely. Now, there is hope of
rebuilding!” Yakov felt rejuvenated, and he thanked his friend for the j17'n. The Nazis kept on marching by, and it wasn’t *12 to risk it anymore,
so they continued marching in silence.

Finally, the Germans halted the marching, and made an announcement. “ACHTUNG, you Jews! It seems that this march hasn’t done its job. |
was hoping that by now none of you would be left. Unfortunately, some of you Jews have survived. Well, I'm sure you will be happy to hear that
| have good news and bad news. The good news is that the Russians are only a few kilometers behind us, and they will soon be here to liberate
you. The bad news is, that this is only if you survive our next plan.” The German erupted in sadistic laughter, and shouted, “BRING OUT THE
DOGS! You see the dogs at the bottom of this mountain? They are vicious! They have been trained to bite, and kill, and rip apart! We are very
proud to have them with us. It just so happens that they haven't eaten in the last three days. You know how kind we Germans are, we cannot
allow the dogs to go hungry much longer. We decided to feed them - Jews! All of you Jews will be pushed down this mountain of sheer ice.
When you get to the bottom,” the German paused to emit a guffaw of terrible, malicious laughter, “the dogs will have breakfast, lunch and supper,
and the Russians will come to pick up what is left of you!”

Yakov's friend thought he was slipping and he panicked, “Oh no! They're pushing us down this mountain! Oh! I'm finished! I'll never survive!”
Very confidently, Yakov declared, “No. You can't give up. You saved my life by telling me the story, now | am going to save yours. Hold on to
me.” His friend shrieked in terror and asked, “Why should | hold on to you?! What's that going to help?!” Yakov announced, “These wooden
clogs aren't exactly the skates that I'm used to from Bobov, but they are similar enough. Now get up and lean forward!” His friend was frantic,
but Yakov exclaimed, “Follow me! To the right! To the left! Swing around! Turn around! And jump up into the air!!” His friend thought that he felt
the dogs biting him, but Yakov reassured him, “No. They’re not biting you. It's the branch of a tree. Hold on. You'll be safe over here until the
Russians come.” His friend was amazed, “How did you learn how to skate like that?” Yakov smiled, “Not how, who? That same Rebbe who
saved his daughter, saved me.”

What an amazing story about Rav Ben Tzion of Bobov! Such ninj'9, and wiTipn nin! We can also learn from the nixmx, and courage of
Yankov'l and his friends who encouraged, and helped each other throughout the war. Their o'nid1, and the nid1 of the heiligeh iy Ty,
TN, should protect us.
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Shabbos Inspiration Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIva

The Rebbe Reb Shmelke of Nicholsburg 7"yt was the brother of Rav Pinchas HalLeivi Horowitz '2"xt, the Ba’al Hafla’ah, Rav of
Frankfurt am Main. Both of these great brothers were talmidim of the Maggid of Mezeritch 7"'x7. The Rebbe Reb Shmelke was the
Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Nicholsburg around the year 1"opn (1755). He was a great njz'9, and a great Rav. He knew how to deal
with people effectively and with great sensitivity.! The people of his community knew that they could rely on him to stand up for what
was right, even under tremendous pressure. He was not the type to chanfeh a ba’al ha’bus, even if it meant taking a firm stance
against a wealthy and prominent member of the community. As a result, some people would have liked to say goodbye to the Rebbe
Reb Shmelke. Some of the rich members in the community lost n1im 137, and were upset. One disgruntled person was so upset
when the Rebbe Reb Shmelke demanded justice, that he ran off to the local district attorney and ma’asered on the Nicholsberger
Rav. The Rebbe Reb Shmelke was summoned to court. Before he went, he sent a talmid of his to speak to the local ministers. The
talmid was someone by the name of 2"yt V)2 271 21. Reb Mordechai went, and gracefully stood before the local ministers.
Eventually, the case was brought before the king himself. Reb Mordechai calmly listened to the antisemitic prosecuting minister make
his case in front of the king. “This Rabbi Shmelke must be sent away! He is organizing the Jews in a terrible fashion that is a threat
to the king! He is mobilizing groups who are passionately demanding to push whatever rules they want, onto their town! | have seen
it myselfl No one can stand in their way! Anyone who disagrees with this rabbi is politically crushed! | have seen him take people in
his very own synagogue aside, and demand that they adhere to certain laws, if not out! | tell you my dear king, if we don't put a stop
to this, sooner or later, he is going to organize a rebellion against you. He commands a very stubborn and dangerous people.” The
king turned to Reb Mordechai, and said, “I take what my district attorney says very seriously, and unless you can say something that
will change my mind, | want this Rabbi Shmelke escorted out of the country at once! Do you have anything to say?”

Reb Mordechai smiled, and said, “| agree with you. This district attorney who presented the case is very intelligent. His character
assessment of the Jews is correct.” “Are you saying that he is right?” asked the king. Reb Mordechai smiled and said, “He most
definitely is.” “What about his description of what the Rebbe Reb Shmelke is doing?!” asked the king. “Correct! He is right.” “Correct
me if 'm wrong!” said the king. “It would appear to me that even you agree that | must send him out!” “Here is where we disagree. In
terms of what the solution is,” said Reb Mordechai Bennet. “In terms of political stability, and the safety of His Majesty’s throne, the
last thing His Majesty would want to do is to send the Rebbe Reb Shmelke out.” The king became angry, “I perceive that as a threat!
Are you saying that the Rebbe Reb Shmelke threatens me, and | cannot send him out? Explain yourself when you say that | cannot
send him out!”

“Your Honor, obviously | do not mean to say that you cannot send him out, you are the king. What | mean to say is, that it would be
in His Majesty’s favor to leave him here. My Rav has organized his people to commit themselves completely to the laws of Torah and
Mitzvos. His community is made up of very stubborn people, just like the district attorney charged. As long as Your Majesty has the
Rebbe Reb Shmelke motivating their stubborn, immensely powerful passions, they are directed towards fulfilling Torah and Mitzvos.
One of those Mitzvos is honoring the king, and showing 2iv n120. If the Rebbe Reb Shmelke would not be here, and there was
no one to guide these people, who knows what force will come into the vacuum to direct them. His Majesty knows only too well, the
terrible evil people who lurk just beyond the boundaries of our country and would take advantage of such a vacuum. I'm scared to
even think of it.” Reb Mordechai Benett had lived up to his reputation. He left his audience with the king not only having destroyed
the decree of throwing the Rebbe Reb Shmelke out, but he also had a an» from the king that the royal army would enforce the word
of the Rebbe Reb Shmelke. Reb Mordechai Benett returned to Nicholsburg on n'z¢i nwne naw a7y, which was the same 17y
nay when little Reb Moshe Leib of Sassov 7"t entered the Bais Medrash of Nicholsburg for the first time.

Reb Moshe Leib’s father was Reb Yaakov. When Reb Yaakov was very young, his parents had fled the village of Sassov for the
capital city of Brod, because of a terrible pogrom, a pogrom in which Reb Yaakov's mother was killed. It was there, in that great city
of n'm3n and nMvio that Reb Yaakov grew up. The Rebbe Reb Shmelke would visit the city of Brod, and he knew Reb Yaakov
from there. After Reb Yaakov got married, they were forced to return to the peaceful village of Sassov because they didn’t have
parnassa in Brod. Reb Yaakov knew that his father’s original house was still standing, and was empty. They would be able to clean
it up, and make it their home. It was there that Reb Moshe Leib was born. The n%7iv '7¢j i1ia’s ways are not necessarily understood
by us, and Reb Yaakov left this world at a very early age, leaving his wife and young Moshe Leib all alone. While they had a nice
clean home, they had no way of supporting themselves. Before he was 993, Reb Yaakov cried, “I know that the 2wa 227 on'7 |nia
is going to be 01191 my nan'yx and son, but who is going to teach my son Torah?!” Little Moshe Leib heard his father’s cry before
he left this world, and that cry would never allow Reb Moshe Leib to go without some type of quest to learn something new. However,
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though Moshe Leib sincerely wanted to learn Torah, so far, he had been unsuccessful - but he did not give up! The Rav of the village
of Sassov was a Nan of the Rebbe Reb Shmelke from their days by the Maggid of Mezeritch. He sent the bachur Moshe Leib to
Nicholsburg to learn from Rav Shmelke. When Reb Moshe Leib came into the Bais Medrash in Nickelsburg for the first time, there
was a tremendous commotion. Reb Mordechai Benett had just returned from the royal palace and everyone; that is, at least those
loyal to the Rebbe Reb Shmelke, were literally dancing in the streets! While Moshe Leib was watching this, suddenly, there was
another commotion! The two famous brothers, the Rebbe Reb Melech, and the Rebbe Reb Zishe, who had been wandering in exile,
had made their way to Nickelsburg. They were talmidim of the Mezeritcher Maggid, and the Mezritcher Maggid had asked them to go
to Nicholsburg, to try to help the Rebbe Reb Shmelke. At first people couldn’t believe it was really them, eventually though it was
confirmed. With all the commotion surrounding Reb Mordechai Benett, to add to the excitement, these two special guests, came in
and took their place in the Bais Merash like ordinary people.

When Reb Moshe Leib gave shalom to the Rebbe Reb Shmelke for the first time, the Rebbe Reb Shmelke looked at him and said,
“You look just like Reb Yaakov, the great Goan of Brod! Reb Yaakov my old friend! Are you, his son?” After davening, the Rebbe Reb
Shmelka grabbed Moshe Leib with both arms; and together, the Rebbe Reb Shmelka, the Rebbe Reb Melech, the Rebbe Reb Zisha,
and little Moshe Leib, walked out of the Bais Medrash, with throngs of people following right behind them. Moshe Leib was
dumbfounded! He would have neverimagined that this could possibly happen to anyone, never mind HIM! After their seuda, everyone
got together for the Rebbe’s tish. The whole tish seemed to center around Moshe Leib! Moshe Leib was literally forced to sit upfront
between the great tzadikim. Then, the Rebbe Reb Shmelka insisted that he lead the bentching. Afterwards, the Rebbe Reb Shmelka
took him to his room, and the Rav of Nickelsburg himself made the bed for Reb Moshe Leib! Moshe Leib thought he was going to go
through the floor in embarrassment!

That night, Moshe Leib’s father appeared to him in a dream. His father said, “122 71w, that you were zoche to be under the shadow
of the tzaddik.” When Moshe Leib woke up, he felt that suddenly his mind was open, and his heart was unlimited in terms of what it
could accept. The Rebbe Reb Shmelke took out special time every single day, when he sat and began to teach Moshe Leib. Slowly,
Reb Moshe Leib was able to learn Torah, thus fulfilling his father’s last wish. The Rebbe Reb Shmelke spoke with Moshe Leib. He
said, “Moshe Leib, | remember your father. Your father didn’t even have a cup of carob in his house to eat, but he never spoke about
what he was missing. Your father's whole thought process was how can he help the poor people, the omin' and the nimn‘7x that
were in the city of Brod. Although your father loved nothing more than learning, many times he closed his sefer to run out and
physically grind flour to earn a couple of ruble and be able to be 01191 a nyn'7x or a nin:.” The Rebbe Reb Shmelke explained to
Moshe Leib that his tremendous j7¢in for nyimn Tin*7 would be complemented by a tremendous j¢in for o100 N17'M2. Reb
Moshe Leib would become the personification of the ideal of chesed. That was the lesson that Reb Moshe Leib would get quickly
from his Rebbe, already on the second day that he was there.

It happened Sunday morning. The Rebbitzen had come in to wash her hands. She took off her ring, and placed it on the table. Moshe
Leib was standing there. In walked a poor person asking for a n272. On his way out, Moshe Leib could not believe what he saw! The
hand of the poor person swept over the table, and the ring disappeared into his pocket. Moshe Leib was so astonished; he didn’t
know what to say! He just stood there with his mouth open! There was a commotion. The n*1'on came running. The Rebbe Reb
Shmelka stood there. He grabbed Moshe Leib, and said, “You are young and fast. Go and catch him, and tell him the following.”
Moshe Leib couldn’t believe what his Rebbe was telling him. But the Rebbe Reb Shmelka said, “You heard what | said. Run!” Moshe
Leib ran like he never ran before. His young, quick, large strides, quickly caught up with the 232 who was running with the ring in his
pocket. The poor man collapsed, raised both of his hands and said, “Okay! You caught me! Here! Take back the ring!”

“First you have to hear what my Rebbe said that | should tell you. He said that he doesn’t want any Yid to be 7¢1 in n212 because
of him. He doesn’t want you to have an n'ay because of his property. Therefore, he is moichel you 100% for the ring. That's #1.
The second thing my Rebbe said | should tell you,” and Moshe Leib thought for a couple of moments to make sure that he had this
straight, “is that the ring is worth a lot of money. Don't let anyone fool you. Make sure you get your full money’s worth from it.” The
v, laying over there, suddenly stood up. “Correct me if I'm wrong. You're saying he was moichel me, and | should keep the ring,
and you're even giving me advice that | shouldn’t undersell it?” Reb Moshe Leib nodded. The 'y took the ring from his pocket, and
threw it back at Moshe Leib. “I-l can't take a ring from such a person. He’s too great of a j7*1x for me to start up with!!” “I know the
Rebbe Reb Shmelke,” said Moshe Leib, “he won't take it back once he gave it to you as a present.” “Well, I'm not going to take it for
myself! | feel so guilty, | could go right through the floor!” “Then listen to my advice,” said Reb Moshe Leib. “Take the ring, sell it. Start
a business, and if you'll be successful in your business, take the value of the ring, and distribute it amongst the poor people.” The "y,
followed the instructions. He became a wonderful ehrlecha Yid, and did teshuva for his ways of n2+2a. Not only was the thief-turned-
good-person impacted by this story, it left a tremendous impression on Reb Moshe Leib as well. He now understood what chesed is
all about. In the course of the years to come, the Rebbe Reb Shmelka made Moshe Leib into the famous Reb Moshe Leib of Sassov.
When the Rebbe Reb Shmelka was nifter, many looked to Moshe Leib as the one to take over as the rising sun in the face of the
setting sun.

There are many beautiful lessons to learn from these great tzadikim. From Reb Mordecai Bennet we see how by going against our
natural tendency to fight back one can accomplish so much more. Reb Shmelke did a similar thing with the thief and made such an
impact. When we let go of our instinctive desire to have to win or be right, we accomplish so much more.

2|A Life of Truth



10 / CHAYEINU

.................................................. l N S P l R A T l O N 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000s .

THE LAST
IMCHAS TORAH

R" Aryeh Rubin

kness has descended on the quiet street. The night is thick
anticipation. Women and children line the sidewalks,
ing and waiting.

berant group appears, slowly making its way from the
ing toward Seventh Street. As they near, their joyful
der, and those watching now hear the words: “Seu
e candelabra, held aloft by a bachur in the middle of the group,
ickering shadows over the procession. The festive yet surreal glow
nates a face that seems to be glowing even brighter. In the center
e procession walks the Rosh Yeshiva, his eyes burning bright, his
adiant with the holiness of the night. He is walking under a canopy
rted by four bachurim, encircled by an assemblage of talmidim who
left their homes to spend Simchas Torah in yeshiva, in the presence
eir dear Rosh Yeshiva.

is year, the Rosh Yeshiva’s arms are bereft of the Sefer Torah they usu-
clutch on Simchas Torah night. The Sefer Torah is already waiting at
eis medrash on Seventh Street. Instead, his hands are pressed against
est. Nobody knows why. Perhaps it is pain.

inging intensifies, the dancing takes on a life of its own. The
hearts blaze with passion. Emotions swell and begin to over-
year, they whisper, “we are not dancing with a Torah scroll. In
are dancing with a living Sefer Torah”

has Torah 1962. The Rosh Yeshiva has not been feeling well,
rs have not come up with a diagnosis. It is not until after
, when Rav Aharon collapses and emergency surgery is
that his talmidim understand the gravity of the situation. The
of this Simchas Torah prove to be far more precious than they
realized.

mchas Torah with Rav Aharon Kotler is a memory seared deeply in
e hearts and minds of all who ever experienced it. One talmid relates
that his mother attended hakafos in yeshiva for two years, and from then
on, she would shed tears every Simchas Torah at the mere memory of Rav
Aharon’s radiance during the hakafos. Talmidim would travel from far
and wide just to be in yeshiva for Simchas Torah. Rav Aharon Zuckerman
relates that it was unheard of for a member of the chevrah not to return.

...........................................................................................................................................................................
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Simchas Torah so encapsulated the ruach of yeshiva that
missing it was tantamount to a display of disconnect.

There were memorable moments throughout the hakafos.
At the start of each hakafah the Rosh Yeshiva would stand by
the bimah and jump up and down to the words of Moshe Emes,
and the oilam would jump along. Afterward, Rav Aharon
would dance only briefly. He spent most of the hakafah by his
shtender, learning and giving brachos to those who asked.

Yet most impactful and memorable of all was the danc-
ing itself.

Rav Shlomo Eisenberger shlita relates that the dancing

was full of fochen. The dancing was extremely lebedik, but
was not wild. It was a small oilam then, only about a hun-
dred all together, including the yungeleit and some baalei
batim who would come to experience Simchas Torah in
yeshiva. They would dance together bachdus, with tremen-
dous hislahavus, yet each one was absorbed in his own per-
sonal avodah. Over and over, they would sing, “Ashrei adam
oz lo bach,” “Toras Hashem temimah,” and “Ivdu es Hashem
bsimchah? Each hakafah lasted over half an hour.

At night, hakafos stretched until three o’ clock in the
morning. By day, they lasted almost until shekiah.

“The dancing was pure ruchniyus, emphasizes Rav Eisen-
berger. The lebedikeit was indescribable. The emotion was

overwhelming. The dancers were connecting to the emes, to
the absolute, undiluted emes, and the energy of youth found
expression in the circles of young men dancing with ahavah for
the Torah they were zocheh to learn.

Simchas Torah was an expression of the bren, the flaming
fire, that consumed the talmidim of Beth Medrash Govoha, ig-
nited by Rav Aharon and fanned by the ameilus of the young
American boys transformed into bnei Torah of the highest cali-
ber. One attendant fondly remembers, “T was a young boy at the
time, a real American kid, visiting my sister, a young kollel wife.
I was standing next to the amud as Rav Aharon stood there,
pounding on the amud to the haunting niggun of ‘Ki mitzion’ 1
looked into his coal blue eyes and I saw an otherworldly fire. I
knew then that there was a musag in Torah that was beyond my
comprehension. It was a musag I longed to discover.” : in

N
|

Simchas Torah 1962 was the last day Rav Aharon was )
in yeshiva. His famous shmuess, “Aish dos lamo,” which
stressed how everything is rooted in Torah, was delivered in
middle of those final hakafos.

It was the last time many of the talmidim would be together
with their cherished Rosh Yeshiva. But his chiyus would live
on. His bren would live on. The memories of true hislahavus
sparked an eternal flame.

Ashrei mi sheamalo baTorah. @
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YOM TOV

Leaving Our
Comfort Zone

Rav Yosef Elefant shlita

s the winter cold sets in,

A

and relocate to temporary huts, open

we abandon the warmth

and comfort of our homes

and exposed to the elements. The Tur
teaches us that the timing of Succos
is not coincidental; it was purposely
designated at a time when it is un-
comfortable to leave one’s home, to
clearly show that we are dwelling in
the succah I'shem mitzvah.

The Tur also reveals to us that each of
the Yamim Tovim corresponds to one
of the Avos: Pesach to Avraham Avinu,
Shavuos to Yitzchak Avinu and Succos
to Yaakov Avinu, as the Torah says of
Yaakov, “Ul'mikneihu asah succos” What
is the underlying connection between
Yaakov Avinu and Succos?

EMES — ETERNAL
AND UNAFFECTED BY
CIRCUMSTANCES

Rav Hutner zt”] writes that the
middah of Yaakov is emes — “Titen
emes I'Yaakov” How can one discern
if something is pure truth? Emes is
“kayam laad, it is eternal. Something
that lasts, that withstands the test of
time, is emes; if something does not
last, that is a clear sign that it is lacking
in emes. Anything that is dependent
on outside circumstances and changes
and molds itself according to its situa-
tion is inherently not emes.

On Succos, a person steps out of his
comfort zone. He leaves his home, along

with all the circumstances that help him
function, and celebrates his Yom Tov
outdoors. With this, he demonstrates
that his ruchniyus is emes — not depen-
dent on place, nor on comfort or secu-
rity. It is truthful and eternal, and the
circumstances have no influence.

Yaakov Avinu was an “Ish tam yoshev
ohalim”; he isolated himself in his tent.
Yaakov represents the power of Torah,
which is associated with a tent. A tent is
a transient structure. A person can take
it with him wherever he needs to go.
Someone who is truly connected to To-
rah takes it with him wherever he may
be. He may appear to be walking the
streets just like everyone else, but he is
in truth ensconced in the tent of Torah,
isolated and elevated from the masses
and the mundane world.

The Mashgiach Rav Yeruchem
Levovitz zt”] suggests a penetrating un-
derstanding of why Klal Yisrael were
zocheh to leave Mitzrayim only “mipnei
shelo shinu,” because they did not change
their garb and their names to resemble
the Mitzrim. Rav Yeruchem explains
that this was not just a safety measure to
protect them from intermingling with
the Mitzrim. It was much more than
that. A nation that changes depending
on its circumstances has no self-identity,
they are simply a part of its host nation.
There can be no exodus of Klal Yisrael
if there is no Klal Yisrael. An indepen-
dent nation is one that is not subject to
outside influences, that retains its own
culture, moral standards, and identity,

...................................................



no matter what the situation. It was
only through “lo shinu” that Klal Yis-
rael remained a nation altogether, so
that there was a people left to redeem.

KEDUSHAH HAS NO
BOUNDARIES

In Parshas Vayeitzei, Yaakov Avinu
was blessed with a unique brachah:
“Ufaratzta
which is described as a “nachalah bli

yamah  vakeidmah..”
metzarim, an inheritance without
boundaries. What type of inheritance
has no boundaries?

Yaakov was given this blessing
right after he slept on Har Hamoriah
without realizing that there was any
kedushah there. When he grasped his
oversight, he said, “Achen yesh Hash-
em bamakom hazeh, Hashem is in-

» «

deed truly here;” “vaanochi lo yadati,
I did not realize it was holy ground”
The Sfas Emes explains that Yaakov
initially did not sense any aura of ke-
dushah in this place, and he went to
sleep. But now he realized that kedu-
shah is not bound to time and place,
and in every situation kedushah ex-
ists. After coming to this understand-
ing, Yaakov was granted a nachalah
bli metzarim — a connection to kedu-
shah that has no limitations.

The Sfas Emes explains that Yaakov
Avinu’s ability to find kedushah in all
places is rooted in his middah of emes.
The misconception that there may be
situations void of kedushah is a fabri-
cation devised by the yetzer hara. The
absolute emes is that Hashem infused
kedushah everywhere. and it is only the
yetzer hara that tries to fool us into not
seeing it. Yaakov Avinu excelled in the
middah of emes to such a degree that he
could see with perfect clarity that there
was absolutely no concept of hastarah,
no place where Hashem is hidden.

When Yaakov was niftar, “nistemah
eineihem shel Yisrael, the eyes of Yis-

rael were closed.” Yaakov had the abil-
ity to find kedushah even in the midst
of tumas Mitzrayim. Yaakov’s spiritual
eyes were open to see the truth, even
when living alongside the deviant
lifestyle that characterized eretz Mitz-
rayim. For Yaakov, the fact that he
was living in Mitzrayim was inconse-
quential. Only when he passed away
and his lofty level of emes was lacking
was the yetzer hara able to blind Klal
Yisrael. Then, they began feeling the
hastarah, the spiritual deprivation of
living in a land of shetufei zimah.
How did Yaakov attain such a level
of emes? It was only after learning To-
rah uninterrupted for fourteen con-
secutive years. It was his deep-rooted
connection to Torah that elevated
him to a level of emes where he could
identify kedushah in all situations.

HOLINESS EVERYWHERE,
IN EVERYONE

As mentioned, Yaakov Avinu did not
initially realize that he was sleeping on
a makom kadosh. Only afterwards did
he realize that the place he had thought
was totally void of kedushah was not
only holy, but in fact the site of the
Kodesh Hakodashim. A place that may
seem so distant from kedushah may,
in reality, be the source of the greatest
kedushah. A person may find himself
in a situation far from the beis medrash
and from any obvious source of ruch-
niyus, a place where there is no aura
of kedushah. Yet, in that dark alley, he
may truly be closer to attaining levels of
kedushah than he could ever imagine.

Perhaps that is why we say of Yaa-
kov that “mitaso shleimah, his chil-
dren were without blemish. Yaakov
was able to bring out the kedushah in
every one of his children, and every
one of his sons was part of his lega-
cy. It was regarding Yaakov that the
principle “Yisrael, af al pi shechata,
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Yisrael hu, even a sinner is part of
Klal Yisrael” was established. By ap-
plying the middah of emes, one can
see the holiness in everyone. Even a
wayward child has innate kedushah;
it is up to us to bring out that spark.

TRUE AVODAS HASHEM —
UNBOUND BY EXTERNALS

The ability of Yaakov to maintain
his level of ruchniyus in all situations
is rooted in that same middas haemes,
which enabled him to see past any
hastarah. The message of Yaakov is that
when we recognize that kedushah is
always present, our avodah will not be
bound by external factors.

Succah is k'neged Yaakov. To ful-
fill the mitzvah of succah, one leaves
his boundaries and elevates himself
above time and place. His ruchni-
yus, his simchas hachayim, and his
connection to Hashem are not de-
pendent on any external trappings.
In that situation, one can attain the
highest levels of kedushah, a kedu-
shah that is intrinsically emes.

On Succos, let us internalize the mes-
sage we are displaying by dwelling out-
side our comfort zone. We are showing
that our Yiddishkeit is emes. It is not
dependent on our home, location, or
even profession. No matter how dark
and void of kedushah this galus ap-
pears, no matter where and when we
find ourselves, we will always remain
steadfastly connected to kedushah; and
the less dependent we are on outside
circumstances, the more kedushah we
will attain. As a community and as indi-
viduals, we have a sense of self, a sense
of zich, which is above and beyond the
culture we find ourselves in. We have
no need to “fit in,” to mirror or mimic
the latest trends. Our identity as Yidden
is emes and eternal, and we will always
remain a nation that “lo shinu” - laad
ulolmei olamim. @
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Esrogei
Lefkowitz

R' Avrohom Fisher

Rav Menachem
savitz speaking
to Rav Avraham
Yitzchak
Lefkowitz in
front of the
esrog tree
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Chayeinu had the opportunity to interview Rav Menachem Savitz,
a close talmid of Rav Michel Yehuda Lefkowitz zt”l, who heard first-
hand from his Rebbi the open siyata d’Shmaya and brachah he expe-
rienced in growing the legendary Chazon Ish esrogim.

alk into the shop of any esrog dealer and you'll
find a popular section labeled “Chazon Ish”
The esrogim may look no different from the
others, but the crowd around them — and the price tags
— indicate that there is something special about these
esrogim. What is so unique about a Chazon Ish esrog?

Klal Yisrael throughout the generations has cherished
the mitzvah of dalet minim, and especially the esrog. A Yid
is happy to spend whatever sum is necessary to not only
fulfill the mitzvah, but to acquire an esrog “mehudar’ It is
this aspiration that sends thousands scavenging for that
perfect esrog during the hectic days before Succos.

With effort, the buyer may find the ideal esrog — flaw-
lessly clean, of perfect shape, color, and size, and with an
abundance of bumps. But there is another hurdle as well:
He must conclude that it truly is an esrog. Over the years,
many esrogim have been grafted with a similar-looking
fruit — the lemon. Although there are three basic differ-
ences between the two — the esrog has bumps, while the
lemon is smooth; the esrog has a thick fleshy skin, while
the lemonss is thin, the esrog’ pits lie vertically, while the
lemon’s lie horizontally or on a diagonal — it is still im-
possible to tell for sure if the two were not grafted, ren-
dering the esrog “murkav” and invalid. Even DNA testing
is useless, since almost all esrogim contain traces of lemon
due to the spreading of pollen by bees from nearby lemon
trees. Therefore an esrog is usable only if there is a mesorah
attesting to its authenticity. A buyer must inquire not only
about the kashrus and hiddur of the esrog, but about its
“yichus” as well.

Over the generations, Yidden took esrogim from a
variety of locations that had a mesorah. In Yemen, they
had reliable Yemenite esrogim — the Teimani esrogim we
have today. In Morocco, there were Moroccan esrogim of
proven origin. But Ashkenazim had no local specimens.
Esrogim can grow only in a Mediterranean climate, not
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in the frigid weather of Eastern Europe. Ashkenazi Jews im-
ported esrogim from Italy and Greece, and later, from Eretz
Yisrael. Over the years, some of these esrogim became sus-
pect of having been grafted, and it was difficult to ascertain
that one’s esrog was truly meyuchas.

When the Chazon Ish arrived in Eretz Yisrael in the
summer of 1933, he immediately set out on a mission to
locate esrogim without the slightest chashash of being mur-
kav. First, he verified where Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskind zt”]
would obtain his esrogim. That first year, just a few months
after his arrival, he sent an esrog to Vilna for Rav Chaim
Ozer Grodzensky zt”]. Rav Chaim Ozer wrote to the Chazon
Ish (Igros Rav Chaim Ozer, part 2, letter 1001) thanking him
for the “green” esrog, which he felt assured was not murkav.
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The Chazon Ish, for health reasons, would spend the
summer in Tzefas. Some said that the Beis Yosef had plant-
ed esrog trees there, so the Chazon Ish took advantage of
the opportunity to seek out esrogim. He carefully examined
some wild esrog trees in Tzefas and concluded that the es-
rogim were not murkavim. The Chazon Ish gave seeds from
those trees to Rav Chaim Yaakov Halpern, one of the found-
ers of Bnei Brak, who was also in Tzefas at the time. These
esrogim are known as “Halpern esrogim.”

The Chason Ish also traveled to look at wild esrog trees
near Shechem, for which Yidden of Eretz Yisrael also had
a mesorah, and, after spending some time in the fields, he
discovered esrogim that were 100% non-murkav.

The Chazon Ish took upon himself the responsibility of
ensuring that Klal Yisrael would have kosher esrogim. He
would distribute seeds from these non-murkav esrogim for
people to replant and cultivate, thereby ensuring the contin-
ued availability of reliable esrogim meyuchasim.

One of the most notable among these esrogim is “Esrogei
Lefkowitz,” which grow in the backyard of Hagaon Harav
Michel Yehuda Lefkowitz zt”I. How did it come about that
one of the gedolei hador grew esrogim? After Succos 5701
(some say 5703/1941-3), the Chazon Ish handed Rav Mi-
chel Yehudah a paper containing a few esrog seeds, extracted
from the esrog the Chazon Ish himself had used that year for
the mitzvah of dalet minim. The Chazon Ish directed him to
plant those seeds in his front yard on Rechov Vilkomirer.

Rav Michel Yehuda replied that he had no experience

....................................................................................................
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Rav Michel Yehuda Lefkowitz in front of the esrog trees in his front yard

growing esrogim and was unqualified for the task. The Cha-
zon Ish promised him he would need to do only minimal
hishtadlus — a bit of watering and pruning — and the Rib-
bono shel Olam would take care of the rest.

From where precisely is the source of those original
seeds? It is generally assumed that the seeds the Chazon Ish
gave Rav Michel Yehuda were from Shechem. Indeed, a Lef-
kowitz esrog differs greatly from a Halpern esrog. Others
point out that the Chazon Ish used many different esrogim
and would mix the seeds together before distributing them;
therefore it is impossible to know the exact origin of those
seeds. Rav Michel Yehuda himself would relate that he asked
the Chazon Ish about the yichus of these esrogim, and the
Chazon Ish replied simply that “it is as if there is a mesorah?”

During those first years, it looked as if the young sap-
lings would shrivel and die. Rav Michel Yehuda went to the
Chazon Ish with his concern, and the Chazon Ish replied,
“Sometimes a ruach sheeino metzuyah (an unusual wind)
can change the situation” Soon after, there was a sudden
tremendous downpour — and from then on, the trees grew
beautifully. The Chazon Ish would constantly remind Rav
Michel Yehuda to continue watering the tree, and soon
enough, the tree matured and sprouted beautiful esrogim.

Once the tree passed the stage of orlah, the esrogim were
ready to be used for the mitzvah. Rav Michel Yehudah
plucked off one of the beautiful, fully-grown esrogim. How-
ever, in his inexperience, the oketz remained on the tree,
rendering the esrog pasul! Rav Michel brought the pasul es-
rog to the Chazon Ish, who was delighted with the success of
the crop. Although weak and advanced in age, the Chazon
Ish hurriedly walked to Rav Lefkowitz’s yard and selected
for himself an exquisite esrog from the tree.

Rav Menachem Savitz heard from Rav Michel Yehudah
zt”] that when he brought that first esrog to the Chazon Ish,
the Chazon Ish told him not to make an “esek” (business)
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from the esrogim. Rav Michel Yehuda took those words lit-
erally. He would sell esrogim only to those who came to his
house to buy from those few original trees. The money Rav
Michel Yehuda received from the produce of the first few
years was enough to finance bringing his classic sefer Hame-
kach V’hamimkar to print. But he never made a business out
of it; that he left for others. He would give seeds to anyone
who asked him, and from these seeds, esrog growers created
large and profitable orchards of Letkowitz esrogim.

This was just the beginning of the success of the Lefkowitz
esrogim. Beginning in 5709 (1949), the few trees in Rav Lef-
kowitz’s courtyard bore a disproportionate supply of beau-
tiful and meyuchas esrogim, which were used by the Chazon
Ish, the Brisker Rav, and many other gedolim.

That very first year, Rav Savitz relates, the Steipler Gaon
gave Rav Michel Yehuda a hundred-dollar bill (American),
which was an exorbitant sum in those days. Rav Michel Ye-
hudah protested, to which the Steipler replied, “Ich gebt dir
gornisht, un du gebtz mir altz, I am giving you nothing and
you are giving me everything!” The opportunity to fulfill the
mitzvah with a true esrog mehudar was everything for the
Steipler, and $100 — that was nothing! Among the numer-
ous esrogim that his son, Rav Chaim shlita, receives, he ea-
gerly anticipates his Lefkowitz esrog, brought to him directly
from Rav Michel Yehuda’s yard, as the esrog of choice, upon
which he recites the brachah. The Steipler, as well, would
make a brachah on a Lefkowitz esrog, though he had numer-
ous other esrogim whose appearance was more mehudar.

The esrog tree of Rav Dovid Grossman zt”/
in Los Angeles, planted from a branch taken
from Rav Michel Yehuda’s tree.

Rav Elyashiv examining an esrog from
Rabbi Grossman'’s tree

........................................................................

Both Lefkowitz and Halpern esrogim are grown today in
Eretz Yisrael and in California. However, the Halpern esrog,
beautiful though it may be, is not as widely distributed, due
to its low fruit output, making it less profitable for growers.
The Lefkowitz esrog generally has many more seeds than
the Halpern and, if one pays attention, one can see the dif-
ference between the two. The Halpern esrog has a thinner,
taller look (picture a), while the Lefkowitz is shorter and
rounder (picture b), as shown below.

The
Lefkowitz
esrog has
amore

as seenin
this picture

After Rav Michel Yehuda’s passing in 5771, the trees be-
came very weak. The following year, they stopped produc-
ing all together. Rav Michel Yehuda’s son Rav Moshe Dovid
took a minyan to his father’s kever to daven, and the next
year, the trees resumed bearing fruit. May we continue to
enjoy and appreciate the fruit of the Chazon Ish and Rav
Michel Yehudah 's efforts. @
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SIMCHAS TORAH MUSING

Tion

Mrs. R. Gross

cuttling about, I pick up a couple of stray toys, sweep a
few more aravos leaves, and gather the stufted sifrei To-

rah. With circumstances as they are, 'm aiming to be
ready for Yom Tov early. I just can’t seem to get off my mind that
this year is going to be a different experience. I'll be spending Sim-
chas Torah alone. My father-in-law is convalescing in a rehab home
nearby and my husband and older boys are going to join him for the
hakafos, leaving me and my little ones to fend for ourselves.

Oh, and Yanky is also staying home. Yanky, my fifteen-year-
old, should have been joining his father and siblings, but he’s “in
between” yeshivos, amongst other issues, and is going through a
rough time. Yanky clearly isn’t interested in going along and we
are not going to push it.

Simchas Torah is usually my husband’s department. His enthusi-
asm is simply infectious, and I rely on him to set the tone. Of course, I
too come to shul; checking that the kids reach their father for “Moshe
emes;” shmoozing with the neighbors, and watching the dancing a
bit. Subconsciously, I somehow leave the bulk of the avodah to the
men. (Well, aside from the work involved in all the seudah prep, suk-
kah decorating and so on. But you know what I mean...) This year,
admittedly, ’'m not quite sure where I will be putting myself, but it is
Simchas Torah and I am looking forward to it, nonetheless.

Simchas Torah morning. I'm still feeling off kilter when my
neighbor’s knock interrupts my thoughts.

“Gut Yom Tov, Gitty. We're setting up for the shul seudah and
were wondering if you could help”

I smile and tell her that I'd love to, but ’'m on my way to shul for
hakafos. “Id be glad to help afterwards”

My neighbor apologizes. “I just thought that, y’know, your hus-
band isn't here, so I just assumed that you wouldn't be spending so
much time by the hakafos”

For a moment, I'm taken aback. It’s true. Much of the time I view
the dancing every year is spent locating my boys and watching with
pride as they express their joyous ahavas HaTorah, and this year
they aren’t here.On the way to shul I take in the euphoric atmo-
sphere around me and question, “Where do I fit in? Does a woman
have no place on Simchas Torah other than watching her own fam-
ily dance?” I'm not quite sure, but I am determined to find out...

“Moshe, come back here!” I whisper tensely as I try to grab my
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four-year-old’s arm. Too late. Moshe is off, diving into the
men’s section in search of goodies, just in time for the begin-
ning of the next hakafah. They’re singing one of my favorite
niggunim, “Achas shaalti.”

Isit back in my chair, surrounded by women and girls, and
yet, strangely alone. My little ones are all out nosh-collecting
and this is one of those rare moments when I can just sit and
revel in the excitement and energy that is Simchas Torah.

I peer through the pile of chairs that serve as the makeshift
mechitzah and intently observe the scene in a way I honestly
never did before.

Men, bachurim, and children are dancing all together with
energetic passion. In the middle, the sefer Torah, regal in its
white velvet mantel, is held in a tender embrace by a Yid with
a long white beard, his eyes closed in ecstasy. The Rav. He is
in the center now, dancing in circles - just him and the sefer
Torah. 1t is a princely dance, the dance of one who is inti-
mately familiar with the treasures contained within the aged
parchment. His simchah is almost tangible. It is Simchas To-
rah and it is his turn to dance.

In front of him, arm in arm, dance Rabbi Green, the
maggid shiur, and Mr. Klein, shul President. They run back
and forth before the Rav, their arms outstretched. The two
chavrusos have been learning together as far back as anyone
can remember, and today, on Simchas Torah, it is their mo-
ment to dance.

Around them, in a large circle, are the congregants — the
Rebbi, the lawyer, the real estate broker, the store owner — all
dancing together with matching smiles, their eyes focused on
the sefer Torah. The differences between them fade; nothing
else matters. It is Simchas Torah and it is their turn to dance.

I shift my gaze to the next group. It is a chevra of yungerleit
from the shul kollel. The circle moves faster and faster, their
boundless energy and fire for Torah evident in their spirited
steps. The figures in the center are just a blur. Two yungeleit,
their arms locked together tightly, hug the sefer Torah be-
tween them. Are those beads of sweat running down their
faces? Or maybe tears? I cannot tell; today is Simchas Torah
and it is their moment to dance.

In front of me are the children. In the center are the “act-
ing-as-if-they are-bar-mitzvah” ten-year-olds, dancing excit-
edly and singing until their faces turn beet red. Surrounding
them is a wide circle of younger boys holding hands. Some
grasp their fathers, clutching their small sifrei Torah. There is
my Shloimy, sitting proudly on top of a neighbor’s shoulders,
waving his flag held high. And next to him, is old Mr. Wein-
berg, the survivor. Every year he dances with the children,
the children he didn't dare dream he would see. His cheeks
are wet. It is Simchas Torah and it is his turn to dance.

...................................................................................................

.............................................................................

.....................................................................................................

In the corner is a ring of bachurim. Every year, the circle wid-
ens as the erstwhile children of the community mature into young
men. The boys dance with a youthful bren, a lebedikeit, each one is
eyeing the sefer Torah, anticipating his turn. But wait, Chaim, one
of the older bachurim — a real masmid — grabs the sefer Torah.
He is twirling, breaking through the lines of boys and handing the
sefer Torah to someone. Who is that? I can hardly believe my eyes;
it is my Yanky. Yanky, who was sitting alone in the corner. The ba-
churim surround him, cheering, jumping like never before. Yanky’s
eyes close as he holds the sefer Torah tight. Droplets escape from
my eyes. It is Simchas Torah and it's Yanky’s turn to dance.

‘Ad kan hakafah daled...” The words of Achas shaalti,
slowly fade out.

But the bachurim cannot be stopped. “Achas shaalti!” they
repeat, over and over, with all their might. Their unspoken
message is palpable: We want nothing but to learn Torah!
This song will never end!

The joy is infectious. It is not just any joy; it is one that touches
the neshamah. 1t is the pleasure and contentment that results
from connecting to the ultimate Truth, a joy that breathes life
deep into the recesses of one€’s being. It is the happiness and sat-
isfaction that illuminates the faces of all those rejoicing with the
precious sifrei Torah — as well as those watching them.

“Achas shaalti!” is the unanimous cry of the day. Nothing
else in our lives can compare to it. “Lachazos bnoam Hash-
em.” On this day, every one of us feels the exhilaration of
being close to Hashem, a closeness that comes only through
our connection to Torah.

My view turns inward. This Simchas Torah, I cannot bor-
row my husband’s simchah, his delight in learning and living
a life dedicated to Torah. But there is no need to borrow.
“Achas Shaalti.” Yes, 1, too, have only one request. What
more do I really need than my connection to Hashem’s wis-
dom, which projects on every aspect of my life? How privi-
leged am I to live a life dictated and directed by His will. I am
a “bais Yaakov” and I make my home a “bais Hashem.” My
home is a place where limud Hatorah is embraced and en-
amored. In the bais Hashem that I've created, Torah defines
my every action and my every interaction. I live its laws, its
principals, and its values. My cooking and baking, my shop-
ping and homemaking, my Shabbos and Yamim Tovim, the
way I dress, the way I am mechanech my children — are all
reflections of my Torah life, my lifelong quest of “ki heim
chayeinu” No matter where I go and what I do — I carry the
Torah with me in my mind and in my heart.

“Ma! Look what I got!” yelps Shloimy, as he abruptly rips
me from my reverie.

Today is Simchas Torah. The Torah is in my heart, and in
my heart, I shall dance. @
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RAV SHNEUR KOTLER TRAVELED TO A WEDDING IN NEW YORK CITY AND HAD
AN IMPORTANT MEETING TO ATTEND IN LAKEWOOD THAT SAME EVENING.

THANK YOU SO MUCH,.
PLEASE WAIT AT THE DOOR OF THE

WEDDING HALL. T INTEND TO LEAVE =S o
RIGHT AFTER THE CHUPPAH, o
y |

W J% A '_ .Z :

IR

izt

T TR ST o
(LT, TIME PASSED, AND THE | i
(710, | eacue conTinLeo To wair, | ;!

T WANTED TO ' 0 "‘L'T" | T
PEMIND THE ROSH Y _ o U (T 0
HAYESHIVAH ABOUT THE [ oLEASE WAIT A e 1 i o,
IMPORTANT MEETING IN /! 5—— 81T LONGER. 2
LAKEWOOD.

CHUPPAH WAS OVER THREE
HOURS AGO AND THE ROSH
HAYESHIVAH HAS STILL NOT

__\ COME OUTSIOE. I GUESS T'LL
N CONTINUE TO WAIT.

LET ME EXPLAIN: I WAS NOT GIVEN ANY KI88LID
AT THE CHUPPAH. THAT IS OF COURSE FINE WITH ME.
: 8UT IF T WOULD HAVE PROMPTLY DEPARTED, THE BAALE!
ROSH ) ‘ SIMCHAH MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT THAT I WAS INSULTED AND
HAYESHIVAH, IF YOU DON'T THAT IS WHY I LEFT. I DID NOT WANT TO WORRY THEM
MIND ME ASKING, WHAT ABOUT ON THIS SPECIAL NIGHT, SO T DECIOED TO SKIP THE
THE IMPORTANT MEETING IN IMPORTANT MEETING AND REMAIN HERE.
LAKEWOOD THAT BEGAN _

HOLIRS AGO? A

R’ YOSEF CHAIM SHNELIR KOTLER 9”81 WAS BORN IN SLUTSK, RUSSIA, TO YINX ') AND D7y8 NN (THE DAUGHTER OF
P’ ISSER ZALMAN MELTZER Y7¥1). AS A YOUTH, R’ SHNEUR LEARNED 8Y HIS FATHER AND LATER LINDER R' BARUCH
BER LEIBOWITZ 5”81, IN 14O, HE BECAME ENGAGED TO RISCHEL FRIEDMAN, BUT HE ESCAPED TO DN YN, WHILE
SHE ENDED P IN SHANGHAI LNTIL AFTER WWIL. IN NI NN, R’ SHNELR LEARNED IN D»N \Y NIY) LED 8Y HIS
GRANDFATHER, R ISSER ZALMAN MELTZER Y”¥1, AND ATTENDED D>1IWY GIVEN BY R YECHEZKEL SARNA 91Nt ¢ WNA
N2Y> OF 11712N N AND R’ YITZCHOK ZEV SOLOVEITCHIK 9781 (THE BRISKER ROV). IN 1a46, R’ SHNEUR JOINED
HIS FATHER IN LAKEWOOD. UPON INX 'S NPV, R SHNELR BECAME NV YN OF N3) YN M2 IN 1963, HE
TRANSFORMED LAKEWOOD FROM A NIY OF 200 TO ALMOST 1000 D>Pnun AT THE TIME OF HIS NPLI. R
SHNEUR ESTABLISHED OVER 30 D991 IN MANY AMERICAN CITIES, AND ALSO PIONEERED ESTABLISHING COMMUNITY
09915 IN THE LUNITED STATES AND ABROAD. HE SERVED ON THE N7IRN Y21T) NYYIN OF HNIY NTIN, NNDN NI
AND SNDYY TN, AND LED THE EFFORT TO HELP REFLIGEES FROM RUSSIA AND IRAN.

5678-5742 1918-1982 nn "

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.
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ONE YEAR, RAV YAKOV WAS PRIVILEGED TO HAVE A

WHAT ARE THE
MAIN DISTINGUISHING
FEATURES OF AN ESROG
OVER A LEMON?

REBBI, ONCE 1
SAW MY FATHER CUT
OPEN AN ESROG FROM THE
ESROG TREE IN HIS YARD. HE
SHOWED SOMEONE FIVE
DIFFERENCES...

WOW! THIS IS THE
MOST BEAUTIFUL ESROG!... WHAT DID T
DO TO GET SUCH APPRECIATION SO EARLY IN
THE YEAR, YOUR SON IS SUCH AN ASSET AND
HE SHARES HIS KNOWLEDGE WITH SUCH
HUMILITY!...

TAKE IT, THIS IS OUR
HAKORAS HATOV FOR BEING

SUCH A SPECIAL REBBE. CHAG
SAMEACH...

SON OF RAV MICHEL YEHUDAH LEFKOWITZ IN HIS CLASS.

THAT YEAR, BEFORE SUCCOS, THERE
WAS A KNOCK AT THE DOOR,.

8”H EVERYTHING
IS FINE. T JUST CAME
TODAY TO SHOW MY
GRATITUDE TO YOU FOR
TEACHING TORAH TO MY
SON THIS YEAR,

MOPREINU HORAV
MICHEL YEHUDAH!
..WHAT AN HONOR!...
PLEASE COME INSIDE.
IS EVERYTHING OK?

THE NEXT YEAR, A FEW WEEKS BEFORE SUCCOSS, THERE
WAS ONCE AGAIN A KNOCK AT RAV YAKOV’'S DOOR...

HI! WE WOULD LIKE
EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE
ONCE MORE..PLEASE TAKE
THIS. IT'S ONE OF MY BEST
ESROGIM!

8UT MOREINU
HORAV, T'M NOT EVEN
YOUR SON’S REBSBI
THIS YEAR!

LAST YEAR, MY SON
BECAME A BETTER PERSON
IN YOUR CLASS. THAT DION'T

THE SAME SCENE REPEATED THE FOLLOWING YEAR AND RAV
MICHEL YEHUDAH LEFKOWITZ CONTINUED TO DELIVER FINE
ESROGIM TO RAV YAKOV FOR MANY YEARS AFTER.

CHANGE JUST BECAUSE YOU
DON'T TEACH HIM ANYMORE. YOU
HAVE PROVEN YOURSELF TO B8E A
WONDERFUL MELAMED! CHAG
SAMEACH!

I CANNOT THANK YOU
ENOUGH FOR BEING SUCH A
WONDERFUL MELAMED TO MY SON.
PLEASE TAKE THIS. I CHOSE IT

ME ALL THROUGHOUT THE YEAR...
!
MYSELF..JUST FOR YOU! ' THANK YOU!

MOREINU HORAV
MICHEL YEHUDAH, YOUR KIND
ACT OF HAKORAS HATOV CARRIES

NI 9220 1 LEFKOWITZ 5781 WAS BORN IN VOLOZHYN, BELARUS TO NV )T /1 (NEARLY 80) AND 7N (T WAS A
SECOND MARRIAGE FOR BOTH). HIS FATHER WAS IV9) BEFORE HIS '113)9 q3. AS A IIN31,HE LEARNED IN A NV IN
RAMEILLES UNDER MDY 1 HEIMAN. IN 1433, Y0 M EMIGRATED TO bN‘\\’)’ NI WITH HIS MOTHER. HE LEARNED IN

11720 NDYAND WAS CLOSE TO ALVl any M, 13573 YT IDON 1 AND THE YIN 1IN, IN 1940, HE MARRIED 1NN NN,
DAUGHTER OF ‘(”I’INJW)'D M, NY YN OF ]173 ﬂ')ND)'\ HE THEN BEGAN GIVING DYV IN 1Y NINOM. ALONG WITH
D1NY YIIOVY MY DN, HE BECAME ﬁ:l’\l)’ YNI OF D"\’l’xb N2>°Y (PONEVEZH) IN 1954, D»N 7 KANIEVSKY NIODY,
HIS 'I")an VISITED HIS Y27 EVERY 2i0 ob. 52 M WROTE WD'J\U M OVITN AND VARIOUS OTHER DY19D. HE WAS
INSTRUMENTAL IN SAVING THE LINEAGE OF THE MINN YVIN N, WHICH WAS CERTIFIED AS YD FOR THE MmN OF
MNINN 8Y THE VON 1IN HIMSELF. A MEMBER OF THE ﬁﬂﬂ'l VT NYYIN, O7YN 'J)’DD AND NOY) OF THE ACHEINU KIRUV
ORGANIZATION, HE PLAYED A LEADING ROLE IN THE FIGHT FOR N7P-TRUE EOUCATION IN MY AND TALMUD

TORAHS IN ‘JN'\\’)’ NN HE WAS A 777 N0 FOR THOUSANDS IN 7N, NTI2Y AND D>TON ﬂ\b’)ﬁ)
For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 Ilustrated by: Yeshaya Suval

5673-5771 1913-2011 »© YD
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THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF 1M Yn9 12 2Py annl 5m 12 YN,
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

E%J
Adopt -a- Kollel

This week's festive Sukkos publication is dedicated to the honor and success of our dear friends,
our faithful partners from the Adopt-a-Kollel organization, who are X177 103X N *171, who are all gold

RO R RS 13 Y 30
R7ODW RPOR RO 72 przy DR 20

who stand steadfastly by the Kollel with all their strength and resources.
In their zechus, the Kollel grows and develops and raises talmidei chachamim.

May the zechus of Torah guarantee that the Torah shall never cease from their mouths and the mouths of their offspring.

With intense feelings of gratitude, all the members of the chaburah hakedoshah are davening for their success,
that they should be very successful in all their undertakings, and experience nachas from all their offspring,

:{" and have only joy and happiness, with excellent health and clarity of mind and calmness of spirit. {}:
:iJ It is our earnest wishes that as chag ha'asif approaches, the time of shefa, that a great and abundant shefa should L},:

be poured upon them from Above, and they should see only berachah and hatzlachah in everything they do,
and see rich blessings in all their business matters.

Wishing you all the berachos, with all our hearts,
Harav Yosef Dov Pincus Harav Shmuel Pincus

..- " k\ v".,
'r.‘\‘\_.)/?wrc_ - ’Tbkr\k'// O"—‘
S~ PN 6 - o
(Y>>~ A

This week's festive Sukkos publication is dedicated, with great appreciation, to the zechus of every single 5\,
member of our wonderful group NwnW wol 19V who answered our call of »5X '11% 'm and came to the
assistance of the Kollel in its time of need. The Kollel is not in very good financial shape, but in your merit
and with your help, we will pull through.

,.—_:‘

»

_jﬁa{f_ﬁc -GD

Thanks to you, the kol haTorah will continue to resound, in your zechus. Your reward is very great!

And of course those who sent ma'os yizkor and ma'os Sukkos, which bring a lot of happiness to dozens of Kollel families,
and thanks to you, they will have more simchah during the chag --

May the merit of Torah guarantee that you should never come to lack. Just as you steadfastly supported the Torah in
its time of need, so should the Giver of the Torah see to it that you will suffer no lack. Just as you brought happiness to
talmidei chachamim and their families on the chag hasimchah, so should Hakadosh Baruch Hu bring you happiness and

Jjoy on this Sukkos and all year long.

l

a

3

» May you experience only nachas from all your offspring, and may you and yours have only happiness and
\}\ good health. May Hashem fulfill all the wishes of your heart for the good!
e

Wishing you all the berachos, with all our hearts,

Harav Yosef Dov Pincus Harav Shmuel Pincus

|1]



Sukkos Gems

&= SIMCHAH <o

Sukkos, which is Zeman Simchaseinu, is really a

continuation of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Blowing the shofar on Rosh Hashanah made us
especially precious and dear to Hashem. Yom Kippur
cleaned us and purified us. Now we are ready for the
days of joy.

The joy of Sukkos has a certain form and shape.
Hashem brings us into His home, so to speak, which
is the sukkah. We live the presence of Hashem. And
we have good “neighbors™ the Ushpizin. Avraham,
Moshe, David... It builds us up so that we truly live
our lives with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This is the main
goal of Chag Hasukkos.

Our avodas Hashem when we are in the sukkah
is joy. And we attain this state of joy by recognizing
that only the atmosphere of the sukkah is pleasant
and desirable to us. This is the company we prefer;
this is where we want to be. That’s the simachah of
Sukkos. We are happy to be with Hashem and the
Avos Hakedoshim. This is how we like it!

In this time of simchah, we eat, drink and enjoy.
And we daven to Hashem. When a person is in good
spirits, he is willing to grant things that you can’t
even ask him for at other times. And so it is with
Hashem. Let us grab this time of simchah to daven
for the things we so deeply wish to come true.

&~ SO MUCH TO BE HAPPY ABOUT <o

In Elul and Yamim Nora’'im we recite: 1 71719
7YY 0P 719102 013980 90 M YW NN, The word
»1X is Rosh Hashanah, and > is Yom Kippur, and
19102 refers to Sukkos.

We similarly recite in the Amidah: amy Ton
13m yowim. The word 791 is Rosh Hashanah, any
is Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, y>wn is Yom Kippur —
when only Hashem can save us — and 1an is Sukkos.
On Sukkos, Hashem protects and “shields” us: »
i1¥7 01’2 713102 119X,

We start with Melech — Rosh Hashanah.
Hashem becomes the focus of our life. We are
servants of the King, and our lives revolve
around Him, not around our ow
How

do we adjust ourselves to

needs and interests.

walking with such a great and lofty King, Who takes
such wide steps, so to speak? Ozeir. Our King “helps”
us to walk with Him.

However, we are still burdened with impurity.
How can we accompany such a holy King? Moshia.
He cleanses and purifies us, thus “saving” us from
our tumah and sin. Since Hashem is doing the
cleansing, we emerge incredibly clean without even
a microscopic spot of filth.

After this whole wondrous process of Ww» K,
this process of Y wim My Ton, we are
pure and clean. Now we need protection.
Because without protection we could fall
down and get all dirty again. And
that is all too easy.

Let’s say a king bestows
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a diamond on his beloved subject. This naturally
arouses the undue interest of those who seek to
snatch it away from him. The more our neshamab is
shining and pure, the more danger it is in, and the
more we need shemirah.

That’s why we have Sukkos: o2 13102 »119% >3
. It is the spiritual protection we need to keep
the precious treasures of Yamim Nor2'im. Hashem
Himself granted us the “diamond” of total purity,
and all the world’s evil forces are intent on snatching
it away from us. Sukkos protects us.

Sukkos is quite a varied holiday. It has Ushpizin.
Each of our seven holy guests imbues us with his
unique and wondrous trait. They come one after
another, building a whole spiritual system that
protects us from the dangers lying in wait.

But above all, Sukkos is zeman simchaseinu, and
joy is the greatest shemirah of all.

A Jew is happy to be a Jew. And he is even happier
to be a ben Torah. Even today, we have the custom
of making a remembrance of the Simchas Beis
Hashoevah that once took place in Beis Hamikdash.
We dance and sing with great energy, celebrating the
fact that we are Jews and we are b7ei Torah.

My father would always tell us when we were
children, “A prince doesn’t play in the gutter” The first

thing we need to know is we are princes. We involve

ourselves with great things, with diamonds — not with
repugnant garbage. A ben yeshivah doesn’t interest
himself with which make of automobiles is better, or
talk about the news. Why? Because he is a prince.

Joy of the right type protects our spiritual property.
We have tremendous wealth. We are involved with
millions and billions. Every word of 7o7ah and every
mitzvah we do is eternity. Therefore we need to
distance ourselves from all the nonsense around us.

Hashem created His world in such a way that after
YWIM MYy Ton, we need 1an. That’s the nature of
the world. If we don’t protect what we gained, we
will lose it. The Creator of the world set the need for
protection as a rule of nature, and there is nothing
we can do to change that.

The 10, the “shield” that protects the great
treasures we gained in the Yamim Noraim, is the
festival of Sukkos. And the festival of Sukkos is zemzan
simchaseinu. This joy is the strongest protection for
everything we acquired. When a Jew is happy with
who he really is, and what he really has, he takes no
interest in things that are not Zorab and kedushab.
He has no need for them. He is very happy with the
tremendous riches that he was blessed with: Torah

and mitzvos.

This is the best protection that could be!

&= VICTORY <o

The Midrash teaches us that Sukkos continues the
preceding days of judgment and sums them up.

131 WK 012 03Y onnpY - “You shall
take for yourselves [four species] on the
first day [of Sukkos]™ — What is the verse
speaking about? Yisrael and the nations of
the world, whom Hashem judged on Yom
Kippur. These and those came before the
King for judgment, but we don’t [yet] know

who won the case.

1 Vayikra 23:40.

This may be compared to two people who
came before a king for judgment, and no one
except for the king knew what the issue was
between them. The king judged them, and
people didn’t know who won the case. The
king then said, “Whoever goes out holding
a spear in his hand, you may know that he
won.”

Similarly, Yisrael and the nations of the
world come in for judgment on Yom Kippur,

but people don’t know who won. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu said, “Pick up your lulavim in



your hands, so everyone will know that you

won the case.”?

The Masters of Avodah said that the three weeks
from Rosh Hashanah until Shemini Atzeres are
one ladder on which we continually climb higher
and higher. Aseres Yemei Teshuvah are the time
we do teshuvah from fear. The days between Yom
Kippur and Sukkos are days that are free of sin. And
the seven days of Sukkos, together with Shemini

Atzeres, are the time we do teshuvah from love.

There is a question hanging over all this. Aseres
Yemei Ieshuvah were days of yirah. We reached
very high levels during this period. Our zefilos and
berachos were full of power and emotion, we recited
them with the excitement of kedushah, until we
reached the peak, which is Tefilas Ne’ilah. And the
shofar was sounded at the end of Ne'ilah.

Where do we go from there?

It is written in early Zo7ah sources® that this blast
of the shofar signifies the Shechinah’s departure
from our world and return to its hidden place high
up in the heavens above. At this moment, the lofty

level of spirituality we were on suddenly leaves us.

Accordingly, how does Sukkos pick up where
the Yamim Noraim left off 2 Why is it the time of
climbing even higher, from yirah to ahavah? On
the contrary, the Shechinab left us behind, and now
the whole lofty madreigah of Yamim Noraim is

gone from us!

The answer is that yirah and abavah are two
very different things. Fear is induced by an external
factor that acts upon a person. Whereas love comes

from within a person’s heart.

Aseres Yemei Teshuvabh were a time of fear. They
were a time of:mp NP VTINTP INXNAD TIWIT -

“Search out Hashem when He is present, call out to

2 Midrash Tanchuma Emor 18.

3 See the Bach’s commentary on Arba Turim, Orach
Chayim 624.

Him when He is close.” Chazal say that this verse

refers to “the ten days between Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur.”® Hashem draws close to us and makes
Himself available to us. The high madreigah we
then attained is not really coming from us. Rather,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu draws close to us. He stirs up
the fire of yiras Shamayim within us. He is acting on
us. It may feel as if we are coming close to Hashem,

but really it is He Who is coming close to us.

Let’s say you are in a car traveling at high speed.
You look out the window and it seems as if the trees
on each side of the road are rushing toward you. It’s

hard to discern who is rushing toward who.

In Aseres Yemei Teshuvabh, it’s not we who
are drawing close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. It is
Hakadosh Baruch Hu Who is drawing close to us.
On Rosh Hashanah, it looks like we are blowing the
shofar, but really it is Hashem blowing the shofar for
us. True, we blow the shofar here in this world, but
then Hashem correspondingly blows the shofar in
the heavens above, and that is where all the great

spiritual influence comes to us from.

On Yom Kippur, we resemble angels.® Who
makes us like angels? The Arizal says that on Yom

Kippur, Hashem wraps us in a tallis.

We are like a little child sitting in a car and going
all the way from Monsey to New York in a relatively
short time. It seems so amazing. How can a small
child get all the way from Monsey to New York? Is
he Superman? No, it wasn’t him doing it. He just
sat in the car and was transported from one place

to another.

All the madreigos to which we rise, one after
another, during Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, are not
coming from us. We didn’t do it; Hashem raised
us up. But the love we feel on Sukkos is truly our

own.

4 Yeshayahu 55:6.
5 Rosh Hashanah 18a.
6 Yalkut Shimoni Devarim 834.
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Chazal explain the meaning of D2 037 DRANPY
1R - “You shall take for yourselves on the first
day” What “first day” is the pasuk speaking of ?

It is the first day for counting sins.”

Hashem doesn’t start “counting” our sins until the
first day of Sukkos. On Yom Kippur, our sins were
forgiven, and we were cleansed. This purified state
sticks with us even after Yom Kippur. However, the
fear and trepidation of the Yamim Nora’im naturally
fades as time goes on, and people tend to go back to
their old habits. But this is only from the first day of
Sukkos and on. On the days leading up to Sukkos we
still feel the kedushah of Yom Kippur and this time
is without sin.

Simply speaking, it is because the Jewish people
are busy on these days with the many preparations for
the coming chag which has very complex halachos.
It takes a lot of time to find proper arba minim,
especially if you want really nice and mebudar ones,
and many people are accustomed to look around
for the best, because they love mitzvos. Building the
sukkah is also an involving and time-consuming task,
and there are other preparations for the chag as well.

There simply isn’t time for aveiros.
y

However, the real reason is much deeper than
that. It’s not just because there is no time to sin. How
long does it take to speak a little Lashon hara? On the
contrary, there is so much to do, and so little time
to do it, that people tend to feel pressured, and this
lends itself to anger and impatience, which leads to

quarrels, both in the home and out.

The sinless state we enjoy between Yom Kippur

and Sukkos is rather because we are so busy preparing

7 Midrash Tanchuma, Emor 22.

for mitzvos that the blessed influence of Yom Kippur’s
sanctity sticks with us, so we are careful not to do
aveiros. And Hakadosh Baruch Hu, due to the great
love and deveikus that we attained on Yom Kippur,
does not look at the sins that are committed on these

in-between days.

This teaches us a great practical lesson: we can
maintain the taharah of Yom Kippur and bring it
into the whole coming year. The Shechinah, and
all the zaharah and teshuvab that accompanies it,
doesn’t have to fly away when the shofar is blown
after Neilah on Yom Kippur. All the beauty that
Yom Kippur brought us, all the beautiful resolutions
we make to improve ourselves — to strengthen our
Torah learning and our deeds and our davening — we
can keep it all going. From Yom Kippur to Sukkos,
by preparing for the coming chag. And on Sukkos
itself, by all its wondrous mitzves. And from there to
the rest of the year, if we will put in a little thought

and attention.

Right in the middle of all the action preceding
Sukkos, when the fear and the impression of Yom
Kippur is still upon us, we should grab a few minutes
to sit and think. Even better if we write it down.
What resolutions did I make on Yom Kippur? What
decisions did I come to? What do I need to do in

order to implement these decisions?

And even after the chag is over, keep it up.
Fortunate is the person who continues to make this
cheshbon hanefesh all year long, at least once a month.
(It’s good to set a fixed day for this, such as Erev Rosh
Chodesh, or the 10™ of the month, as a remembrance

of Yom Kippur which is on the 10%.

This way we can keep the kedushah of Yom
Kippur flowing through the whole year. This is such

a tremendously wonderful thing!!

&= ARBA MINIM <5

On Sukkos we see that our connection to Hashem

is not dependent on Yom Kippur; our relationship

with Him is not just through Divine judgment, but
also through love and attachment.



The /ulav corresponds to the spine, the esrog to

the heart, the hadasim to the eyes and the aravos to
the lips. These are the parts of the body that connect
a person to the outside world.

Our eyes see the world. Thus, hadas represents
acquisition of knowledge and wisdom by means
of sight. When a person sees something and
understands its nature, he connects to the wisdom
that is inherent in it. The three hadasim symbolize
the three Avos. The hadasim bring us to “see” the
deeds of the Avos and connect to them. This is a
proper seeing, this is looking straight ahead and not
veering aside to foreign and unbecoming sights. The
avodah it represents is to place our gaze on Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and not get distracted by other things.

Aravah corresponds to the lips, which are a part
of the body that enables connection between one
person’s spirit and another’s. 1N'9 Nip'wIN Ipw! —
“May He kiss me with the kisses of His mouth” (Shir
Hashirim 1:2). This verse expresses the connection
of one spirit to another.

We connect to Hashem and to Torah in this way.
Mouth to mouth, with total dedication of spirit.
When a person puts his whole spirit into avodas
Hashem, he receives a new spirit from the Source
of spirits: “May He kiss me with the kisses of His
mouth.”

The lips represent the power of zefilah. When
a person feels a need for something, he davens.
Someone who has at least a little bit of emunah
expresses his feelings through prayer. This is such

a natural response that it doesn’t take a great effort
to stand before the King and pray to Him. (Perhaps

this is why the 27avos have no taste or scent.)

A person’s attachment to Hashem in tefilah
creates an absolute connection of spirit to spirit.
This is aravah. And then comes Hoshana Rabbab,
when we take 47avos on their own, when we make
an absolute acquisition on tefilah. Sukkos causes
the power of z¢filah, which we experienced on the
Yamim Nora’im, to stay with us all year long, even on

the mundane days of the coming year.

Lulav corresponds to the backbone. We live in
a physical world that calls for actions performed by
the limbs of our body. The backbone contains the
spinal cord which connects our limbs to the brain
and enables them to function. Thus, /#/av is the main
part of the mitzvah, because we live and function
mainly in the physical world.

However, actions performed without the heart
are lifeless, so we join the esrog to the /ulav. The
beauty and perfection of our physical actions is by
putting our heart (the esrog) into them, thus giving
our heart to Hashem. This connects the inner desire

of the heart to the physical limbs of the body.

The Arba Minim thus represent the total
connection of a person to avodas Hashem. The eyes
and seeing, the lips and praying, the backbone and
physical actions, the heart and feelings. Unifying
them all connects a person to avodas Hashem in the
most perfect way.

&= HOSHANA RABBA <o

Among Hoshanah Rabba’s aspects is love. After
we beat the aravos, we say 3mynm o1 pxa o
T MPWIN NPWIM DY 13K — “May it be
Your will... that the love will be awakened between
them and You will kiss us with the kisses of Your
mouth.” Sukkos expresses love. The Halachic shape
of a valid sukkah — two adjacent walls and a third,
small one — forms the shape of an arm giving an
embrace. The sukkah is an embrace from Hashem.

Hoshana Rabba, the “Day of aravah, expresses
love even more intensely. The shape of aravah
resembles the lips. Hoshana Rabba is a kiss from
Hashem, and a kiss is an even greater expression of

love.
When it came time for Moshe Rabbeinu to leave

this world, Moshe’s soul did not agree. It did not
want to leave such a sanctified body. In the end,

Hashem gave him a “kiss” and thereby took his soul




(Devarim Rabbah 11:10). But what kind of a kiss

was that? The soul of Moshe was forced to leave. Is

that love?

When someone bestows good on another, the
recipient has a debt of gratitude. In fact, he owes
him everything, except for the gift itself. Let’s say
someone gifts his friend with a $10 pen. The next
day, he asks him for a loan of $10,000. Gratitude
obligates the recipient to grant the loan. But if the
giver asks for the pen itself, the recipient doesn’t
have to give it back to him. The recipient owes him

everything, but not the pen.

Moshe’s soul didn’t want to leave, and it didn’t
have to, because you can’t force someone to give
back a gift. So Hashem said, so to speak: You're
right, you don’t have to give yourself to Me. I am
asking you to give Me a gift. This was communicated
through a “kiss.” A kiss on the mouth is a mutual
expression of love which is both given and received
simultaneously. Thus, Moshe returned his soul to
Hashem through a “kiss” of total love and devotion

to Hashem.
Hoshana Rabba is a day of kisses. We “kiss”

Hashem, so to speak, meaning that we devote and
give ourselves totally to Him. This mesirus nefesh

doesn’t mean that we actually give up our lives. It

means that we totally dedicate ourselves to serve

Hashem.

Beating aravos is a minhag originating with
the Neviim (Sukkah 44a). It is not a legally
binding obligation. Aravah resembles the mouth,
it represents a kiss of total devotion, and mesirus
nefesh of this type is not something that you can
ordain and obligate. You can’t force someone to give
his very self. It is a “minhag] meaning that it comes

from deep within a person.

This may be compared to a father who told his
son to do some tasks for him. After the son finished
all he was told to do, he also gave his father a kiss.
He was not asked to give a kiss — it came from the

son himself.

On Rosh Hashanah we blew the shofar. On Yom
Kippur we fasted. Then we built sukkos and dwelt
in them, and took lulavim, too. After we finished
all we were told to do, and we put down the /ulav,
and there was no more specific mitzvah we need to
perform, our Jewish heart feels love and devotion
for Hashem, and we give ourselves totally to Him
through a kiss, through the aravos of Hoshana
Rabba.

After this, Hashem kisses us back, and that is the
day of Shemini Atzeres.

& SHEMINI ATZERES/SIMCHAS TORAH <o

We experienced Sukkos with all its special
mitzvos. Now comes Shemini Atzeres, which has no
unique mitzvah. This is unusual. Pesach has marzah,
Rosh Hashanah has shofar, Yom Kippur has fasting,
Sukkos has sukkah and lulav. Shemini Atzeres has

none.

When Sukkos comes to an end, Hashem says to
us, ‘Kasheh alai preidaschem — 1 dont want you
to leave” Hashem knows that when the holidays
are over, we are liable to leave Him and drift away
because we lack special mitzvos to keep us attached.

This may be compared to someone hooked up to a

respirator. When he is disconnected, he doesn’t have
the ability to breath on his own. So it is when the
holidays are over. We are liable to leave Hashem and

drift away.

That’s why we have Shemini Atzeres. No sukkah,
no /ulav. It is a Yom Tov on which we rejoice with
Hashem without any external help. This is the
avodah of Shemini Atzeres: to be close and attached
to Hashem without any practical mitzvos to fulfill.
This gives us the strength to continue that way all

year long!
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- HAKAFOS <o

It is a universal custom among the Jewish people

to make hakafos on Shemini Atzeres and Simchas
Torah.

The Arizal explained the deeper levels of meaning
in very many different mitzvos and minhagim. He
wrote detailed explanations even of the custom to
beat the aravos on Hoshana Rabba. But he wrote
nothing at all about the meaning of hakafos on
Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah.

We do know that after the Arizal finished his
hakafos — which he would do in Maariv, Shacharis,
Musaf, Minchab and even Motzaei Yom Tov — when
he passed by a shul where they were still doing
hakafos, he would go in and join them.

We see how important the hakafos were to the
Arizal, so it is surprising that he wrote nothing
of their deeper meaning. It is also surprising that
hakafos, which would seem to be relevant only on
Yom Tov itself, are practiced on Motzaei Yom Tov as
well.

On Hoshana Rabba we make seven hakafos with
the Julav. When we finish them, we don’t add an
extra hakafah. We finished the mitzvah and that’s
it. But when we make hakafos with a Sefer Torah,
there is no such thing as “we finished the mitzvah
and that’s it” We make seven hakafos, and again and
again and again.

When we make the hakafos during Sukkos with
the /ulav, we recite hoshanos. We don’t sing them;
we recite the words. But on Shemini Atzeres and
Simchas Torah when we make hakafos with the Sefer
Torah it is accompanied by songs and melodies.

Song expresses something very deep. There are
various emotions that we express to Hashem. We
thank Him and we plead with Him. When we
plead, we say Hosha-na (“Please save!”) and when
we thank, we say Halleluyah (which is the essence of
the Hallel.) When a person cannot express the deep
emotions he feels, either because he doesn’t know

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -

as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

how to or because he is so overflowing with fecling
that he can’t express it in words, he breaks out in
song.

When a Jews takes the Arba Minim, which
symbolizes the taking of his heart, eyes, lips and
backbone, and he circles the bimah, he feels great
happiness. But he still manages to recite the hoshanos.

When he holds a Sefer Torah, it’s beyond him. All
he can do is dance and sing.

The meaning of hakafos is so powerful that it can’t
even be put down on paper. There is simply no way
to describe what happens in the world when Jews
dance and make hakafos to rejoice over the Torah.

The chagim are over. There is no more shofar, no
Iulav and no sukkah. But Simchas Torah, joy over
the holy Torah, is not confined to a specific holiday.
When it comes to the Torah, you never “finish the
mitzvah and that’s it.” You can finish the mitzvah
of sukkah or lulav but you can’t finish the mitzvah
of learning Torah. So we dance and circle and sing
endlessly.

We can make hakafos with the Sefer Torah in every
tefilah because Torah is not limited to a specific time.
It is non-stop deveikus.

Even after we make Havdalah, and the Yom Tov
is over, we can keep on celebrating, because with
Torah there is no separation between sacred time
and mundane time. Torah is limitless and endless.

Hashem showers us with “candies” when we
dance and celebrate over His holy 7o7ah. He grants
us the abavah, achvab, shalom vreius of Torah and
yiras Shamayim. And we ask Him to send us also the
“candies” of abundant parnassah, of the ability to
learn Torah with physical and emotional health, and
to have blessing and success in all our undertakings.
The Zohar states that all the gates are open on
Shemini Atzeres.

May Hashem help us to all rejoice together in
Simchas Hatorah. o
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