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GLORIOUS CLOUDS -

GLORIOUS SUKKOS 

S
itting in a sukka can be a magical 
experience. Under ordinary circu1n
stances, the mere thought of hav

ing to move out of a comfortable home 
to spend a week in accommodations no 
larger than a garage would make one 
shudder with dread. But on Sukkos, the 
experience is not 1nerely bearable, but 
even beautiful. Even the stark bare light 
bulb dangling from the ceiling seems to 
shine with an ethereal glow.And the chil
dren's decorations, which normally 
would be considered too tacky to even 
display on a fridge door, seem to sparkle 
with the brilliance of a priceless chan
delier. How can these strange feelings be 
explained? 

Our sages teach that every mitzvah 
that the Jewish People accepted with joy, 
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they still perform with joy. If we find the 
sukka such an inviting and comfortable 
place, we can safely assume our forefa
thers also shared those same feelings. It's 
no wonder, either, as the sukka con11nem
orates the anannei hakavod - the clouds 
of glory- that accompanied the Jewish 
People in their sojourn in the desert. l 

The benefits provided by these 
n1iraculous clouds surpass our wildest 
imagination. Aside from shielding Bnei 
Yisroel from the harsh elements and dan
gers of the desert wasteland, it also was 
climate controlled to an optimal temper
ature of comfort. No less than the 
concierge of the 1nost expensive hotels, 
the clouds not only cleaned and pressed 
their clothing, but also provided contin
uous alterations as required. Our sages 
teach that the clouds even radiated a spir
itual light that surpassed natural forms 
of illumination, which gave them the 
penetrating vision to see within the con
tents of closed containers.2 Most impor
tantly, the clouds served as a tangible 
reminder of Hashem's presence amidst 
His people and demonstrated His con
stclnt love and protection. 

THE DARKER SIDE 
OF CLOUDS 

This being the case, the prayer many 
say upon entering the sukka 
seems entirely incongruous: "In 

the n1erit of leaving my home, 1nay it be 
reckoned as if l wandered in exile:'3 Reb 
Tzaddok Hakohein asks: the definition 
of galus is pain and discomfort, while 
dwelling in the sukka is the exact oppo· 
site - so much so, that one who is in dis
comfort is altogether absolved from 
sitting in the sukka. So, how can we com
pare such a pleasant and beautiful 
experience as sitting in a sukka to the suf
fering of exile? 

Apparently, the clouds contained an 
entirely different dimension, as well. If, 
as the saying goes, "Every dark cloud con
tains a silver lining," the reverse is also 
r·M;;,;1~-;;:·3~;h~l~~:j;-J-3- "---··-
2 Beraisa J)e'meleches Han1ishko11,chap. 14. 
3 This prayer is based on the Pesikta that says that 
the reason the fostiva! of Sukkos i1nmediately fol-

L __ --- ------ -- -- ------- ------ --
lows Yorn Kippur is that if one is deserving of exile, I 
the dwelling 111 the sukka should be cons.1]dcred 
as having gone into exile 
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axiomatic: "Every silver cloud has its dark inkling of the warmth of His Divine love 

I 
lining, too." Although the clouds were while we sit in the sukka, we have our ' 
dominantly positive, they also contained forefathers to thank for instilling those I 

1

1 some harsh components, as a recessive feelings within us. 
trait. For instance, when the Jews sinned ] 

1

1 in the desert, the clouds immediately 1' 

We make "houseca!ls" 
descended4inadramaticshowthatscrved FROM CI.OUDS OF GLORY 

I

I L.flj718) 972-4003 as a harbinger of Divine rebuke and ret- TO CLOUDS OF EXILE 

1

, 

f P. :'1-'"'IN- ribution that were soon to follow. s · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
, / - "'lb::;)W Although we mentioned earlier that The mitzva of sukka serves as a , 
I the clouds' conveniences surpassed serv- perennial reminder of those j 

· ice in the most luxurious hotel known miraculous clouds of glory that I 
I 

Specializing in small batim for a perfect fit. to man, a five-star space station would enveloped the Jewish nation in the desert. 
, be a more accurate analogy. Cocooned But whatever happened to those clouds 

1

, 

I 
in a delicate life-support system, their lives after the Jewish people entered the 

1 continuously hung in a delicate balance, Land of Israel? The Mechilta says that 

1 I 
which in turn was directly linked to their those clouds never dissipated, but con· 
spiritual level. The clouds instantly tinue to exist for all times.7 Even in our · 

I
. repelled those who were spiritually most distant future history, the clouds 

shiped idols from the tribe of Dan. To tinue to play an important role. At the 

I 
unfit, as was the case with those who wor- of glory will not only exist, but also con-
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be continuously cognizant of the pow- time of the resurrection of the dead, 
erful hand of Hashem - ready to appor- Hashem will call upon those clouds of 
tion either pain or pleasure - may have glory and instruct them to pour the dew 
been a source of strain and consterna- of eternal life upon the Children of 
tion to anyone less worthy than the gen- Israel.8 

eration of that great era.6 The Mechilta appears to defy compre-
The dor hamidbarrose to the challenge hension. Granted that those magnificent 

that the clouds presented. Despite the clouds await us in the World to Come, 
inherent harsh components present, they but how do we appreciate that they are 
focused totally on the positive aspects of with us in all times, even in our dark peri-
the clouds. They viewed them for what ods of exile? We can perhaps reconcile 
they truly were: the omnipresent sign of this difficulty with another passage 
a loving Father Who guides His child by from the Mechilta, "Come and see, the 
the hand and protects him under His healing of Hakadosh Baruch Hu is 
watchful eye. If, to this day, we feel a small unlike the healing of a doctor of flesh 

4 See Shen1os 16, 10; Ban1idbar 17,7; [)evari111 

31, 15 

5 The commentators 1nake clear that the clouds of 
glory also served as a testing ground of the Jewish 
People's level of faith. When the clouds settled dur
ing the course of their wanderings, it was a sign for 
the Jewish People to set up camp at that location. 
VVhen the clouds n1oved on\vard, it signaled to the 
Jewish People to resume their travel. At times, as 
soon as the Jews settled down at a particularly invit
ing oasis, the clouds immediately urged them to 
move onwards. At other ti1nes, when the landscape 
was unusually bleak and unhospitable, the clouds 
ren1ained stationary for long periods of time. This 
unpredictable situation was potentially unnerving, 
yet the Jew·ish nation accepted it with serene faith, 
and the Torah records their desert travels in exact 
detail as a testin1ony to their exalted stature in this 
regard. (See Seforno, Ban1idbar9, 17-23 and 33,2.) 

6 The clouds' dual aspect of containing elements 
of both blessing and punishn1ent is even more 

readily apparent when the Jewish nation crossed 
the Ya1n Suf The Malbin1 ( Yeshaya 4,6) points out 
that the very same clouds of glory w·hich Jed the 
Jewish People out of Egypt, later turned into a 
buffer zone, separating them and the Egyptian 
army. The clouds also absorbed all the projectiles 
thrown by the Egyptians, and shot them back at 
them with deadly accuracy. Similarly, the cloud 
of fire that gave light to the Jewish People nlelt
ed the wheels of the Egyptian chariots that helped 
bring about their downfall. 

In the times of Moshiach the prophet Yeshaya 
( 4,6) reveals that the clouds of glory and fire will 
once again return, in a re-enactinent of their orig
inal role. There again, the same cloud that will 
be a protective cloud of glory for the righteous 
will be harn1ful "smoke" to destroy the wicked. 
Similarly, the cloud of fire at night that will pro
vide ilhunination to the righteous will be a destruc
tive fire that will consume the wicked. 

7 Mechilta, Beshalach 13 

8 Mechilta, Yisro 20 _J 



and blood. Hu1nan beings cause a 
wound with a sharp metal knife and heal 
through salves and bandages. But 
Hakodosh Baruch Hu is not like that. 
Rather) using the same instrun1ent with 
which He inflicts wounds, He heals as 
well. When Hakadosh Baruch Hu exiled 
the Jewish People, He did so only with 
clouds. So too, when He will gather them 
from exile, He will also do so only with 
clouds."9 

Even in exile, the clouds of glory are 
still with us; they just recede to the back
ground. Just as changing weather condi
tions can shift ordinary clouds into 
various shapes and forms, the same is true 
with spiritual clouds. The clouds that 
accompanied the Jewish nation in the 
desert were dominantly a medium of 
blessing and their negative component 'WaS 

just a faint shadow. In exile, it's the exact 
opposite; the clouds' primary role is to 
form a barrier between Heaven and us. 

The Gen1ara re1ates that the pree1n
inent sage) J(ava, wouldn't decree a fast 
day on cloudy days because "the clouds 
would block the prayers from ascend
ing to heaven:' At first glance, his rul
ing appears odd. How could physical 
clouds have the power to block prayer, 
which is of a spiritual nature? However, 
in light of the above, his approach is per
fectly understandable. Rava realized 
that clouds contain a metaphysical 
dimension as well, which, in effect, blocks 
the rays of spiritual light, and clouds our 
spiritual vision.IO 
"tfM~d1-iita, -13;_~;;~1a;i,J4·---- -----~-----.. ---- ---
10 That clouds during exile obscure our spiri
tual vision is also apparent fro1n the Ge1nara 
(Beracfws 59a) that states, "From the day the 
Ten1ple was destroyed, the sky is no longer seen 
in its pure clarity. As it states (Yeshaya 50,3 accord
ing to the translation of the Malliirn and Ibn Ezra), 
"I clothe the heavens in blackness [of clouds) and 
n1ake the sackcloth their garn1ent."' 

A clear, pure sky serves as a conduit of higher 
spiritual perceptions. The sages say that the pur~ 
pose of the blue thread of the tzitzis is to draw 
our attention to the sky, which in turn reminds 
us of Hashern's Heavenly abode, With the 
absence of a sky in its pristine state, these per
ceptions becatne tnuted. It is, perhaps, no coin~ 
cidence that the Arizalwrites that the tradition 
tOr 1nanufacturing the blue thread used for tzitzis 
also becan1e lost with the destruction of the 
TCn1ple, since it can no longer serve this purpose 
of arousing higher fonns of spiritual awareness. 
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But even in the darkest moments of exile, 
the glorious anannai hakavod forever 
accompany us. When we see the sky cov
ered with thick dark thunderclouds, it tends 
to make our mood gray and gloomy, as well. 
But the wise person realizes that heavy clouds 
herald a life-giving shower of bounty and 
sustenance- rain. On a spiritual level, too, 
while the dark clouds of gal us appear omi
nous and threatening, they are actually a 
portent of great light and salvation. 

Upon the destruction of the first 
Temple, when the Jewish People were ban· 
ished to a strange land, the populace bit -
terly mourned their terrible fate. This was 
almost universal, except for the prophet 
Yechezkeil, who left Israel for Bavel in a state 
of elation and immense joy. Reb Tzaddok 
Hakohein explains that this was hecause 
Yechezkeil saw the great spiritual light that 
awaited them in exile, even more than when 
they resided peacefully in the Land of 
IsraeI.11 This later became evident with the 
proliferation of the oral Torah which only 
began during the period of the exile, and 
more tzaddikim arose after the Temple's 
destruction than while the Jewish People 
were settled in the Land oflsraeI. 12 

SITTING IN THE SUKKA OF 

DIVINE PROTECTION 

N
ow we can understand why the 
mitzvah of sukka is linked to 
exile and atonement for it. 
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Sukkos represents the trust and con
tentment we find in Hashem's protec
tion, even in the face of the pain and 
discomfort it entails. 13 The generation 
of the desert found that comfort in the 
relatively pleasurable clouds of glory, 
which offered the ultimate in comfort 
and protection. The generations of the 
exile, and especially the generation 
which undergoes the tribulations 
prior to the coming of Moshiach, are 
subjected to a far greater test: main
ly, to find comfort in the clouds even 
when they are not inviting, but dark 
and foreboding. 

The prophet Yeshaya provides an apt 
description of the sukka in the end of 
time.1 4 "And the sukka will be as a 
shade from heat in the daytime, and 
a protection and refuge from storm and 
from rain."1 5 How sturdy is this sukka 
- the shade of Divine protection? The 
passuk doesn't say that Hashem's pro· 
tection will be as strong as a fortress 
or even a house. The passuk doesn't 
even say that Hashem's protection will 
be like a chupa, a canopy, which also 
provides a comprehensive for1n of 
cover.16 Rather, the passuk says that 
Hashem's protection will be a sukka, 
a minimalist structure that gives only 
the barest protection from the ele
ments, and is ideally suited for animal 
use.17 

During the periods of persecution 
throughout our long and bitter exile, 
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it outwardly appears that our source of 
protection is as flimsy as a thatched hut. 
When cataclysmic forces in the world 
are unleashed, as harsh as the blazing 
sun and fierce storms, we seek refuge 
in Hasheni's protection, no matter 
how insubstantial it appears. The 
nations of the world 1nock us for <(grab
bing at straws and twigs for protection" 
instead of putting our trust in power
ful edifices of steel, glass and concrete. 
But we ignore their taunts, and confi
dently sit under Hashem's shelter exclu
sively, and look at it as the best possible 
form of cover: 

"Like an apple tree among the 
trees of the forest, so is my 
Beloved... In His shade I desired 
and I sat" (Shir Hashirim 2,3). Rav 
Huna said, "Just as everyone flees 
from this apple tree during the 
burning heat, beeause it doesn't pro
vide adequate shade from the sun; 
so, too, the nations of the world fled 
from the shade of the Holy One 
Blessed Be He ... , with the exception 
of the Jewish Nation, who specifi
cally coveted and sat beneath 
Hashem's protective shelter.IS 

Even at the time when Hashem 
displays endearment toward the 
nations of the world and shows them 
a smiling countenance and delivers 
Israel into their hands, nevertheless, 
all of Israel's righteous ones cleaved 
to You and did not move away from 
You .... [Rather,] they gather togeth
er tightly beneath Your shade. 19 

12 Midrash Shir Hashiri111 Rabba, 4,4; Pri 
Tzaddik, ibid 

13 See Ko111etz Mincha 2,18 

14 Although the Gemara (Sukka 2b) points out 
that this passukdescribes events im1nediately after 
the coining of Moshiach, there are other opin
ions there that state that this verse is equally per
tinent to Sukkos prior to the coining of Moshiach. 

15 Yeshaya 4,6 

16 The word for chupa in Hebrew- is similar to 
mechapeh, which implies a total covering. This 
is also why the word is used to denote a secret 
or a cover-up. 

1 7 See Bereishis 33, 17 
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SUKKA, A UNIQUELY 
JEWISH EXPERIENCE 

T
he Gemara relates that in the end 
of days, the nations of the world 
will ask for eternal reward, and 

that they too be given the chance to per
form mitzvos. Hashe1n will say, "I have 
an easy mitzva and its name is sukka. Go 
and perform this mitzva:' Immediately, 
each will go and construct a sukka. 
Hashem will then send forth a blazing 
hot sum1ner sun, and each and every one 
will kick his sukka and leave it.20 

Two questions arise: Firstly, why 
were the nations given specifically the 
mitzva of sukka? There are numerous 
other, easy mitzvos they could have been 
offered. Secondly, the director of an anti
missionary organization related to this 
author that today, 1nissionaries are (to 
our deep regret) highly knowledgeable 
ofTahnud sources, and some even read 
ArtScroll Gemaros and attend daf yomi 
classes! I would imagine that after com
ing across this source, they would make 
a note in their diary, "If their Messiah 
con1cs, be sure not to kick the sukka," and 
when the time comes, post it on the 
Internet to warn their friends, as well. 

According to the above, sukka is not 
just a physical structure of wood and 
branches. It is the shade of our faith in 
Hashem's guidance and protection. 
Hashem gives the nations specifically the 
mitzvah of sukka, because it is particu
larly this mitzvah that we have just ful
filled so outstandingly in exile and in 
whose merit we will be deserving of the 
great reward with the coming of 
Moshiach.21 We also lived under the glar
ing sun, the symbol of the harsh forces 
of nature, and found our strength and 
solace in the protective shade of emuna, 
though it seemed sparce and ineffective. 

As for this secret of sukka - the nations 
will have no inkling of its significance. 
\Nhen a wave of wrath and fury (com
parable to the scorching sun) will 
spread across the world, they will kick 
their sukka. This may not only mean in 
the literal sense, but also that they will 
reject Hashem as the source of their sal
vation. This will stand in contrast to the 
Jewish nation, which for countless gen-

erations of exile, withstood this trial and 
held to its trust and faith in Hashem in 
the face of the most trying circumstances. 
It will then be clear why only the 
Jewish People will be worthy of the great 
reward awaiting them in the post-mes
sianic era. 

This exalted level is particularly 

acle continuing to transpire in 
Jerusalem that dates from the 
Temple period. The Mishna in Avos 
(5,7) says that one of the miracles that 
occurred in the Temple was that no 
one said to their fellow man in 
Jerusalem, 'The space of my accom
modations is uncomfortably tight.' 

WHEN WE SEE THE SKY COVERED WITH THICK 

DARK THUNDERCLOUDS, IT TENDS TO MAKE 

OUR MOOD GRAY AND GLOOMY, AS WELL. 

BUT THE WISE PERSON REALIZES THAT HEAVY 

CLOUDS HERALD A LIFE-GIVING SHOWER 

OF BOUNTY ANO SUSTENANCE - RAIN. 

ON A SPIRITUAL LEVEL. TOO, WHILE THE 

DARK CLOUDS OF GALUS APPEAR OMINOUS 

AND THREATENING, THEY ARE ACTUALLY 

A PORTENT OF GREAT LIGHT ANO SALVATION. 

applicable to our heroic brothers and sis
ters living in Eretz Yisroel today. Among 
other nations, when governments issue 
a warning that a particular country is 
unsafe, their citizens immediately leave 
the country and desist from visiting it 
until the danger passes. But who is like 
the nation of Israel, where we find not 
only are they not fleeing their homeland 
en masse, but they continue to stream 
there - both to study and to take up res
idence? These great men and women 
demonstrate in the highest possible man
ner, betzilo chamadeti veyashavti- In His 
shade I desired and I sat. 

The Tashbeitz, one of the leading rab
bis in Algeria in the 1500s, records a 
remarkable observation in one of his 
responsa: 

"I have support and proof that the 
original sanctity of the Temple and 
Jerusalem continues to exist to this 
day, since it is customary in our day 
for [Jews J to continue to make pil
grimage to Jerusalem for the festivals, 
from Egypt and other neighboring 
lands. At this time, we still find a mir-

Similarly, we find in the synagogue 
in Jerusalem, which is filled to capac
ity throughout the year - when the 
holiday comes, and it is filled with 
over three hundred visiting guests, 
they are all able to sit comfortably. 
There is no plansibie explanation for 
this, other than that Jerusalem still 
retains its original holiness, and 
this is a clear sign of our future third 
redemption!'22 

We can apply this Tashbeitzto our cur
rent situation, as well. Our brothers and 
sisters who are living in Eretz Yisroel, 
despite the many hardships it entails, not 
only refrain from saying, "My space is 
uncomfortable;' but also find comfort 
in the protection of Hashem's shelter. 
This, too, is the clearest sign that the pro
tective sanctity of the Holy Land is still 
intact, as well as an assurance of our 
future third redemption, which we pray 
will come speedily in our days. u;i 
20Avoda z;~3~-----·---··--·-- .. ~---·---
2 l See Chafetz Chain1, MachenehYisroel, Sha'ar 
Acharo11 

22 Tashbetz 3, 201 
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