
 /// hfbt ovrct scg rnthu(sk-sf)thk, vubgc vbunt - 
    dutan ,t rzghkt j,p ovca uhrcsc ohbbuc,naf vthkpv ,rrug,n vb

,t dmhhk ohjkunn ohrjux ka ofrsn hrva 'vecr ,jhek ,usut ktu,c og ub,nu
lfc rtp,vku urhfzvkn ohdksn obht uvakf sngnk ufz od otu 'ohjkmunf onmg
rzghkt ukhtu 'ubumr ,t tknk umr,hu ovhbhgc ij t�¬�H�J hsf 'ukun ohsnugv hbpc
tuv lphvk 'orv usngn kg kkf rchs tk oxrupnv ubust ka ubhnh shf anak vfza
in scg ot hf hbbht 'whfbt ovrct scgw :urntc 'oh,ujpv sjtf unmg ,t dhmv
kznhka ot hf hbbht rcs ka u,hntk :rnuta hnfu 'ovrct ,hcc vz vrencu 'vruav
hkzn kzn,v ,tz kfcu 'ohabt kpa ot hf hbbht h,uvn smnu 'scgk rfnhvk jrfuva
vnk vktav ,ktabu ///vknjc hnhg dvubu 'h,ut vbea vz tuv ovrctf iudv ahta

 !?vbufbv ,uks,avv lphv vz vhv tk hfu ?wikycw hbp shngvk iufbk rzghkt vtr
vhv ubrfzv rcfa hpf hf /kfv icun rzghkt ka uchyc cyhv ohbbuc,naf obnt    
ift tuva uhkg lnx ovrcta ,rnut ,tz 'ohrjtk ucr ,ru,n veanu vkus rzghkt
vhva jrfvcu 'tuvakf ;hgx rxjk hkcn 'thva hpf u,buntu u,peav ,t rxun

/vheusesu vhyrp kfc ( ucr ovrct ashj v,ut ( vbuntv ,ru,c eucs rzghkt
iht vhpk /w,uks,avwc kkf vhuk, vjkmvv iht vbuntv ,ru, hp kg vbvu   
vgpavv ,t rh,xvk hsf vc euxgk ostv kga vbuhkg vrhzd ot hf ,uks,avv
,t vchbnv uz thv ,uks,avva ohngp vcrv ohtura ;t kgu 'gcyv hrsxc ,hxhbv
ohren aha tkt ',uks,avc vhuk, ,hgcyv vjkmvva vjfuv vz iht 'vjkmvv
hpfu 'jrfv vz iht kct 'vjkmvv ,chxk ana, ,uks,avva v"cev vmur ovca
,ugmntc ufrs wv jhkmn ',uks,avv ,cuj ostv ohhena rjta ohren od ohtura

 

 lhkt rcs ifub tk rcsv tmh wvn urnthu ktu,cu ick ighu
 /// cuy ut gr(b-sf)ohfushac ,hyrp vjdav ihbgc - 

    i,jdavc hrndk thv o,uthmn kfa ihfusha hbhhbg ,usut k"zj hrcs ohgus
inu ,"vn 'hkhcurymt ic icutr hcr ouan cr rnt" :(:jh) e"unc t,htsf /,"hav

bvtmh wvn urnthu ktu,cu ick ighu" ch,fs ,"vn /ahtk vat wvn 'ohcu,fv inu ohthc
 wvn hf ugsh tk untu uhctu" ch,fs 'ohthcbv in /"rcsv,hc" ch,fs 'ohcu,fv in /"thv

ov ihfushaa vru,v in ruenv vbvu /f"g '"",kfan vat wvnu ,uct ,kjb iuvu
hrcsc oharpnv usng rcfu /"rcsv tmh wvn" 'i,arpc tren tuv ,"hav ,rhzdn
truc tuv una w,h trucva vnhka vbuntc ubt ohbhntn hrva 'o,uaevc 'ukkv wndv
oua ihta ubhhvu 'ohagnv kfk vaghu vaugu vag usck tuvu ohturcv kfk dhvbnu
asj,b vn ruthc lhrm f"tu /trucv ,rhzdn vbht rat tnkg htvc ,kgpba vkugp

/ohagnu ,ukugp rtan r,uh ,"hav ,rhzdc obhva ihfusha hpkf wndv hrcsc itf
,jdavc ov ihfusha hbhhbg teusa rnuk wndv ,buufc ihta oharpnv vzc urthcu    
thv v,buuf tkt 'u"j u,rhzdc obht tnkg htvc ,ukgpba ,ukugp rtau ',"hav
vhukdv u,dvbvc tuv lushav ka u,unmg kfa aujc ohtur sjuhnc ihfusha hbhhbgca

ihta wrfuzwu ihntn kkf lrsca ost od okut /ovhkg kkhp tk kkfa ,uchx
',uks,avv hcugc cyhv xbfhafa aujk ah 'vjkmvk whgmntw ,uks,avv
otu 'ohbp uk vrhtn ,uks,avvaf yrpcu 'uz vghsh ubnn jhfavk gcyv kukg
uk vnsb hf ',uthd hshk vz hsh kg tc od 'ubnn ,ek,xn vbuntva lfc hs tk
shn,a hutrv in ifku 'u,jkmv hshk uvuthcvu uk usnga ov u,nfju«ukh-ja

/ohna hshc kfva cyhv ibah ohbp uk vrhtn vjkmvva ostv ,utrf
duuhz tmnu 'ufrs wv jhkmv lht rzghkt vtra rjta 'rnuk ah runtv rutk     
tna sutn aaj 'ubust ovrct ka uh,uahrs kf kg vkugv ejmhk iufb
v,hv vhuk, vcu ',urhp vchbva uz thv w,uks,avvwa vcajn uc rrug,h
iufbk vtr ifku 'vz hsh kg ,uthd hshk tuch tna aauj vhv if unf /u,jkmv
tk ztu 'whfbt ovrct scgw rnth tuv 'uh,uaaj h,a ru,p,a vkugp ,uagk
ohfxvk tka vchx uz vhvh 'lphvk 'vshnv kg r,h vecr ka vhruv unar,h
ot hf 'vshnv kg r,h vsh,gv u,kf ,t chajh tk ovrcta obhcvc 'u,gmvk
sjt kg vnhanv ,t khyn vhv 'scgv rchsa hpf vrhagvku vchajvk ubumrc

/ryuz scg kg tku ohcuajv uhshepn
od hf 'rtp,vk vnc uk ihta 'unmgk w,rufz,w ihgf vz ypanc vhv ;xubc     
ift ot hf wjkmunw u,uhv ,chxn uz iht 'ohbp vjkmvv uk vrhtn ,gf ot
vjkmvv uk vrhtn scg tuva rjta ,nt iv ?scg ubhv vnk tuv wjkmunw
tk htsu kct 'ehsmv ubustk u,gbfv ,ufzc hkut hvuzu 'kgau sgm kfc ohbp

 /wscgw rtu, hshk tuck lhrm vhv tk if ot hf 'wjkmunw u,uhv hbpn
vnc ostk uk ihtu 'hrp vaug ,uks,avv tka ;uxck ,utrk vfz iftu    
od snkk hsf 'vru,c ukt ohrcs ueejbu /wv iumrc er huk, kfv hf 'rtp,vk

 /,uchxv ,chxu ,ukhgv ,khg tuv v"cev era ub,ut
ohbhhbgv rtan vbuacu /gcyv lrsn vkgnk ka iputc tuv lusha kfu ',"hav ka
iht n"n 'w,h u,jdavc kfva vnhka vbuntc ohbhntn ubta odva 'tnkg htvc
vkjba hn :rcsk kanu /u,jdavc vagb kfva aujc ohtur ubbht 'vhukd vdvbvv
,dvbvc tuv vz kf tkv vbvu /tpr,nu 'hvakf vpur, kcen 'tpurv kmt lkuv
,t aujc ,utrk lhha lusha kfc ihfusha hcd f"tan /aujc vtrb ubht lt ',"hav
n"n 'gcyv hubhau vkdb xb vhv tkaf odu /gcyv lrsn vkgnk ka iputc vjdavv
ouenc hbukp ,t ,"hav inhz uc iputv uvz ot 'gcyv lrsc hrndk ubht lusha kf

/vrujc ut rujc u,ut ,t hbukp rhfhau 'hbukp kt rcsk ',hbukp vgac ut 'hbukp
     hna '"rcsv tmh wvn" trev ,t wndc uthcv tpud vz kga 'vzc ;hxuvk vtrbu

/ohgar ovhba uhva 'ktu,cu ick hpn tkt 'v"cev ka uhpn vz vhv tk !?vz rnt
kfc ,"hav ,jdav aujc utr ova ouan 'rcsv tmh wvna if urnt n"nu

 whg) lusha lv kgupk thmuvk ugrta ohagnvhhhhhhhhjjjjcccc    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrribuc,n ratfu /(oa 
/ohnav in ann vhv lushava vruna ,usueb vnfu vnf vtrh 'vz lushac
ouenc vga u,utc euhsc ann ,uhvk uk inszbu 'lrsv ,mhpe uk vhv rzghkt
vnfu vnf sugu 'rzghkt durvk aehc ktu,c odu 'ohn cutak ,tmuh vecra
kufhu /ohfusha hbhbgc ,hyrp vjdav ksud vzn ibhzju 'ohhe,b lushav n"nu ',usueb

!kgupv kt lushav thmuvk 'gcyv lrsn vkgnk iputc ,"hav ,dvbv ,utrk

"tbsnut r,c ibhkzts tb, itn"  - The Gemara asks, who is the tb, of our Mishnah who holds when determining the mindset of a vb,n i,ub we
follow the tbsnut and even if not clearly articulated, we assume that was his intention? injb wr says it is thxbn ic iugna wr from the following
Braisa: If one’s son was overseas & upon hearing that he died, the father bequeaths his entire estate to someone else. If afterwards, his son is
discovered to be alive, thxbn ic iugna wr says the vb,n is void, because had the father known his son was alive, he never would have given it
away to someone else. ,aa wr says it’s a different tb,, not thxbn ic iugna wr, because his psak in this case does not prove he holds of a
standard tbsnut since it’s very obvious what the father was thinking and this would be considered a "jfuns tbsnut"  not a standard tbsnut.
    The o"cnr [t"v 'u"p vhfz] says, "i,ubv ,gs ihsnut okugk" and brings our case of thxbn ic iugna wr to demonstrate that we follow ohrcs
ihjhfunv even if not stated specifically. The  [yfe ,"ua]e"hrvn  points out that often in x"a we follow the tbsnut and sometimes we don’t. For
example; we learned [/dm c"c] if a rua was gored to death in the field and standing next to it is a sgunv rua, the ibcr say we do not follow the
tbsnut and say this sgunv rua is the killer. In the next case, tjt wr says if a camel is found dead and a wild camel is discovered next to it knd)
(ohkndv ihc rjutv, we do say this must be the killer camel. The e"hrvn brings the o"cnr [sh wkv 'j"p iunn hezb] also the d"nxu ;"hr who all pasken
in both cases like the ibcr that we do not follow tbsnut. Yet in our case ofthe father’s vb,n we take the tbsnut into consideration. What is the
difference? The e"hrvn explains a kkf If the vagn is clear cut in front of us but we’re just not sure of his intentions, then we assume the tbsnut.
But if the actual circumstances of thevagn are in doubt like the sgunv rua and knd where there aren’t witnesses, then we don’t apply tbsnut.
    The  [se ,ut'yhe wx 't"j z"gvt]rzb hbct  quotes the o"cnr [t'f"p ihrsvbx], if witnesses observe a man chasing someone into a vcruj and they
follow and see one of them holding a bloody sword, standing over the other one who is dying on the ground, since they didn’t witness the actual
murder, we may not convict based on these ohsg because the Torah says "durv, kt ehsmu hebu" as long as there is a u,uebk sm we may not kill
him. The rzb hbct says it seems from the reason the o"cnr gives, tbsnut isn’t usable because it’s a case of ,uapb hbhs but if this tbsnut was
available in a case of ,ubnn hbhs we would use it. Yet, we see that in the case of knd we pasken not to use tbsnut? He explains there are different
levels of tbsnut. If, in ,ubunn hbhs there would be a clear tbsnut [jfuns] like the case in the Rambam, we would follow it. But since the case of
knd is not as clear, thus we don’t use tbsnut.                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

The Alter of Marinover shlita (Sefer Ish Echod) would say:
    “whfbt ovrct scg rnthuw - As long as Avraham Avinu still needed to find a wife for his son, Yitzchok, Eliezer is referred
to as an ‘Eved’; he still had a mission to complete. However, once he found Rivkah, his mission was complete and he
can now be called an ‘ish.’ Later, though, Eliezer is referred to again as eved, because he was on a new mission from
Besuel and Lavan, to bring Rivkah back to Yitzchok. As Yidden, we are referred to as Avdei Hashem, because our whole
life we are on a mission from Hashem to bring out Kvod Shamayim, and be Mekadesh Shem Shomaim.”

A Wise Man would say: “Whenever I feel the need to exercise, I lie down until it goes away.”                 
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (17)
Laws of Vehicles. Do the Biblical laws of Prika - unloading a
fallen donkey, and Teina - reloading a fallen donkey, apply to a
car or person struggling under a load? There is a mitzvah in the
Torah (1) that if one sees [even] his enemy’s donkey “crouching
under its burden” he should not refrain from helping it, but rather
repeatedly help it by unloading the donkey [free translation]. It
also states (2): “You shall not see the donkey of your brother or
his ox falling on the road and hide yourself from them [as if you
didn’t notice them] but rather you shall repeatedly stand them
up with him.” This is the mitzvah of Teina, reloading the animal
in a way it can go further in an efficient manner.
Examples of the Aruch Hashulchan. The Aruch Hashulchan
(3) adds 3 more cases that don’t necessarily involve a fallen
animal: 1) If a wagon has sunk into mud [or snow] and the
owner cannot pull it out, one who sees him in distress must help
him unload the wagon and when it is light enough to help him,
pull out the wagon. This is the mitzvah of Prika. Then, he has to
help him reload the wagon which is the mitzvah of Teina. This

      

is all relevant even if a donkey was untied from the wagon and is
not stuck in the mud at all. 2) The baggage fell off the wagon,
and only the owner is in distress but not the animal. Here, too, he
must help load it back on, which is the mitzvah of Teina. 3) If the
axle or wheel of a wagon broke, and one can assist in fixing the
break, he is obligated to do so, and if necessary should help with
reloading. The Aruch Hashulchan concludes that all these cases
are included in the Torah obligation of Prika and Teina.
Applying to Cars. According to the above, if one sees a motorist
stranded with a flat tire, or stuck in the snow, or with an engine
that needs a cable to restart it, there is an obligation to help him
repair or replace the tire, push him out of the snow, or use the
cables (if he has them) to “jumpstart” the car. There are many
circumstances where one can call for professional help like
AAA, certain insurance companies with emergency benefits, or
to local chessed organizations like Chaveirim. In such cases, if
help is coming soon, one is not obligated to assist.
    If one sees another person struggling with a load, is there a
mitzvah of prika and teina? We will discuss this next week IY”H.

 



    Rashi quotes the Medrash that explains how Eliezer ran to greet Rivka because he saw how the water miraculously rose up
to her from the well. However, it was not on this premise that he chose her as a wife for Yitzchok. The Beis Halevi zt”l

explains that although this was a clear sign that she was worthy of miracles performed for her, Eliezer needed to see in the
future wife of Yitzchok, the future daughter-in-law of Avraham Avinu, a trait that would be the foundation of Klal Yisroel, one
that would sustain them even in their darkest hour. The kindness, love and unity of Jews is truly our greatest power as it works
measure for measure. Our kindness towards others then opens up the flow of Hashem’s mercy and kindness to us. 
    Dovid Hamelech teaches us in Tehillim: "vbch sxj okug" - the world is built upon kindness. In the times of Noach, when the
world was devoid of loving kindness, Hashem destroyed it and began all over again. He saved Noach and his family and gave
him an intensive seminar on how to “give unconditionally” in the ark, where he was busy around the clock caring for the
animals. In order to begin the world again it would have to be done on the foundation - on the very premise - of kindness. 
     For this reason, Eliezer looked for chessed for he knew that his choice of mate for Yitzchok would be planting the seeds for
all future generations of Jews. He understood that being worthy of miracles was not enough; embodying the trait that the entire
world is built upon, the middah of chessed, is all the more important. Eliezer was not just looking for a sxj ,kgc but a wife
who truly loved to do chessed. He wished to find a person who saw chessed as an emulation of Hashem’s unlimited kindness.
This is the manner how Eliezer chose Rivkah; from a simple act of chessed - giving a stranger a drink - she was zoche to marry
Yitzchok Avinu and shape the destiny of the Jewish people for every generation to follow. 
    So the next time you meet a thirsty man with a bunch of camels at an oasis in the desert, offer him a drink - you never know!

     The Medrash Tanchuma says that Avraham Avinu eulogized Sarah with the words of khj ,at, and on the posuk vsa vnnz
uvje,u, the Medrash explains this to be a reference to the vkpfnv ,rgn. The obvious question is - Avraham completed the
purchase, and not Sarah. Why then is she receiving the credit?
    On the earlier words of our parsha, "urhg rga htc kfk" in front of all the townspeople; Rashi says that everyone came to pay
their respects to Sarah and be gomel chessed to her. Presumably they had been recipients of goodness from Avraham and
Sarah. It’s therefore no wonder that they initially offered a burial plot pro-bono, all in her zechus. Thus, "vsa vnnz" she
orchestrated and pulled the strings through her good deeds of the past and now she received her just and well-deserved reward.
    There is a profound pshat from the Slonimer Rebbe zt”l on the aforementioned Medrash. On the verse dkan v,hck trh, tk"
"ohba auck v,hc kf hf - She need not fear Gehinom because she has shanim, reading it as shnayim - two. Two mitzvos protecting
her - Shabbos and Bris Milah. The mitzvah of Shabbos we can readily comprehend, but what did she have to do with mitzvas
milah? He answers both questions with the following beautiful thought. Many a time it is the zechusim of the ,uhbesm ohab our
nshei chayil that enable the menfolk to fulfill mitzvos. The reward is thus in their merit. So even though they don’t actually
relate to the Milah, they receive credit for it. Similarly, although she already passed away, the ability to acquire the field was in
her merit. Therefore, although Avraham concluded the physical sale, the posuk aptly says "vsa vnnz" she truly accomplished
it. This vcajn reminds me of one the Zaida would often say; but with a twist. The Torah, at times, refers to a woman as «ur #t $a,
his close relative. Why? It’s possible to suggest that «ur #t $a could mean leftovers. Implying that even after death, the aura of a
niftar remains with us and we can still enjoy their ‘leftovers’. May all our illustrious forbears be melitzei yosher for us.                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 rntk tab,n ,hdj ic whbstu
 /// lknt hbt(v-t wt ohfkn)

 ub,jt vk urnthu vecr ,t ufrchu
/// vccr hpktk hhv ,t (x-sf)

 u,at vra ,t ovrct rce if hrjtu
 /// vkpfnv vsa ,rgn kt(yh-df)

lhbpk uftkn jkah tuv ,tzv .rtv ,t i,t lgrzk rntk hk gcab ratu hk rcs ratu///  (z-sf)
    Raised in Brooklyn, NY, Rochel grew up appreciating she was Jewish and that’s about it. Her only connection to
Orthodox Judaism came through deeply religious relatives who later in life had a profound influence on her. After meeting her
husband at Harper College, their journey together led them around the world. In 1971, after being married for 7 years, Rochel and
her husband were living in Taiwan due to a Fulbright Fellowship, and it was there that their lives took an unexpected turn. They
had long yearned for a child but had faced many challenges. One day, Rochel’s husband, Avraham, noticed a red bundle on a
bench while walking to the train station. The small package, which appeared abandoned, began to move. Curiosity got the better
of him, and he approached. To his astonishment, inside the bundle was a newborn baby, with a note written in beautiful
Chinese calligraphy: “Whoever finds this baby, please take good care of her. Happiness and fortune will follow you.”
     Moved by the situation, Avraham handed the baby over to a guard and continued to his job. But that evening, when he
recounted the story to Rochel, she was determined to find the baby. The next day, the couple returned to the station, tracked
down the orphanage where the baby had been taken, and there they found her - tiny and helpless, with big dark eyes. They
knew instantly that this was their daughter, the precious soul they had been waiting for. After several months of bureaucratic
red tape, they were able to adopt her, naming her Hsin-Mei (pronounced Shin-May, meaning: the heart blossom of Taiwan).
    Upon returning to the USA, Rochel and her husband faced a new challenge: converting their daughter to Judaism. They
went to many Rabbis, but didn’t feel ready to take on the required mitzvos needed to acquire an Orthodox conversion for their
daughter, and the conversions offered by other Jewish denominations didn’t resonate with them. Not knowing what to do,
they decided to take a Jewish History course at the University of Richmond to learn more about their roots. It was there on
campus that Avraham met an Orthodox Rabbi in the Hillel House and was invited to spend Shabbos with his family.
     That Shabbos was a turning point for the Schwartzbaums. The day, filled with warmth and light, singing and delicious
food, was what they needed to start them on their teshuva journey. They began learning with people in the Orthodox
community and taking on one mitzvah at a time. They started lighting Shabbos candles, learning about Jewish laws, and
gradually built a Jewish home filled with warmth and meaning. However, one challenge still remained: converting their
beloved daughter Shin-May. After four years they met a rabbi who set them on the path to fully embrace a Torah-observant
life. Rochel and her husband took on the mitzvos of Shabbos, kashrus, and family purity, and agreed to send Shin-May to a
Jewish day school. At that moment, their daughter became a true Jewish soul and was renamed Devorah. Exactly 11 months
later, as a gift they saw directly from Hashem, Rochel gave birth to their first biological child - a baby boy.
     Rochel’s life continued to evolve, but the turning point came when they moved to Israel. It was in 1981 that she discovered
Neve Yerushalayim. Living in Maalot Dafna, she traveled daily to Bayit Vegan to attend classes at Neve. The kindness,
wisdom, and warmth she encountered at Neve made an indelible impact on her Jewish growth. Rochel recalls the incredible
teachers who nurtured her and the deep learning that filled her soul with joy and purpose. “My time at Neve was life-changing,”
Rochel shares. “It gave me the foundation I needed to grow in my Yiddishkeit and live a life dedicated to Torah and mitzvos.” 
     The nurturing environment and its dedicated teachers inspired Rochel to embrace Torah living in a profound way. Her
journey came full circle as she, alongside her husband and children, made aliyah, deepening their commitment to Jewish life
in the Land of Israel. Though her path was filled with challenges, Rochel’s strength and faith carried her through. Today, her
story continues to inspire, reminding us of the many miracles Hashem is always sending us every day. 
    The full story on discovering little baby Devorah in Taiwan, and the Schwartzbaums’ remarkable return to Yiddishkeit and a
life of Torah and mitzvos can be read in the Schwartzbaum’s autobiography, “The Bamboo Cradle,” published by Feldheim.          
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 /// ejmhk hbck vat ,jeku lk, h,skun ktu hmrt kt hf(s-sf)
llllyyyynnnn: Every year, R’ Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler zt”l, remained
in Gateshead the week of his father’s yahrzeit so that he
could spend the week immersed in Torah and lead the
davening in the Kollel. This was a practice very dear to him as
he put a lot of emotion and spiritual strength into this week.
    One year, on the very evening of his father’s yahrzeit, he
asked Rabbi Waltner, a close family friend, to accompany
him to the train station. There were no cabs available, so they
had to walk all the way to the Newcastle train station. All
along the way, R’ Dessler refused to permit his younger
friend to carry his bag despite the very long walk.
    On the steps of the train, R’ Dessler finally explained why
he was departing precisely at the moment when he should
have taken the amud in the Kollel. He told Rabbi Waltner

 

that he had received a call from a Rosh Yeshivah in London
that a certain shidduch between a girl in Gateshead Seminary
and a yeshivah bachur in London had run into difficulties,
and that Rabbi Dessler might be able to save it. “I thought to
myself,” said Rabbi Dessler, “What better Kaddish can I send
my father than to help establish a house of Torah!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Each and every year, as we read this week’s parsha,
we are invited to study the “Shidduch” of Yitzchok and
Rivkah. The Torah goes through a very detailed narrative,
and great unusual length when describing this shidduch story.
The stress and importance of helping along a shidduch is thus
quite apparent. One who succeeds in making a match carries
the merit of all the offspring thereafter and even one who
doesn’t succeed - but gave it a real try - carries the great merit
of helping populate the world, which is the task of each and
every individual on this world.

  The general theme of the Haftorah is succession. As Dovid
HaMelech neared his end, his son Adoniyahu attempted to
usurp him and crown himself as king. He then led a coup
against his father and younger brother which ended in defeat.
Chazal note that Adoniyahu had the audacity to challenge his
father because his father had “failed to reprimand him.” But
if the great tzaddik, Dovid HaMelech, could not discipline his
children correctly, how can we expect to do any better?
    R’ Avraham HaKohen Pam zt”l answers that obviously
Dovid raised his children on the path of Torah and mitzvos,
but somehow Adoniyahu, like his older brother Avshalom
before him, lost his way and required realignment. There are
two basic ways to deal with a rebellious child - either parents

cut off all ties and hope that their rejection forces their child
to see the folly of his ways causing him to return to the proper
path. Or, parents can choose to surround their child with love
and concern - with a healthy dose of reprimanding as well -
and their nurturing will hopefully convince the child to stop
his rebellion. Dovid HaMelech chose the first course. He cut
off ties with Avshalom and “failed to reprimand” Adoniyahu.
Unfortunately, that led to a terrible end.
   Concludes Rav Pam, Chazal are telling us of Dovid’s
parenting method so we can learn from it and raise our children
differently. Hopefully, with the right amount of nurturing and
prayers - and a great deal of Siyata D’shmaya -  we can all
merit children who will grow up as G-d-fearing, Torah Jews.
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