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The Value of Chinuch

R’ Moshe was a mechanech in various elementary yeshivos for some years. One day a friend of his called and said, “Moshe,
| recently purchased a few nursing homes and | need good managers. | know your talents and | think you would be perfect
for the job, even though you never worked in this field. | am so confident in your abilities that | am offering to give you the
largest home to manage and | will pay you extremely well. Your starting salary will be close to $1000 per day, | am willing
to give you $350,000 annually.”

Reb Moshe heard everything his friend had to say and said that he would think about it and discuss it with his wife. That
evening after putting all the children to sleep, Reb Moshe mentioned the offer to his wife and asked for her opinion.

She was taken aback by the surprise offer and also by the fact that her husband seemed to be seriously considering it. “You
committed your life to serve Hashem as a mechanech of his children, how can you just walk away from that commitment?
I don’t think that you should give it up just because of his offer.” Moshe accepted her viewpoint, and went to sleep planning
to call back his friend, thank him for the offer and turn it down.

The following morning his wife informed him that she had reconsidered and thought that perhaps he should do something
different. Perhaps he should accept the new position for just three years, after which he would be able to return to chinuch
with a tranquility that he had never had before as he would have close to half a million dollars put away and wouldn’t have
to be concerned about needing money for the children’s bar mitzvahs and chasunahs.

Moshe and his wife decided to give it a few days, think about it some more, and then come to a final decision. They spent
that time analyzing, discussing, consulting with da’as Torah, and trying to come to a conclusion, but it was not easy, and
they could not reach a final decision.

Moshe and his wife had been invited to a chasunah in LA to which they had not been planning on going, but now they
changed their mind, and hoping that a change of scenery would help them gain some clarity of thought, off they went to
Los Angeles.

After the chasunah, Moshe suggested that they take a drive to San Diego where they had close friends whom they had not
seen in many years. After travelling for a while they noticed a sign for convenience store nearby and decided to stop there
and purchase some drinks. The girl behind the counter served him with courtesy and then asked him, “Excuse me, but are
you perhaps a Rabbi?”

“I'am,” he replied, “but how did you know that | am a Rabbi?”

“Well not too many Jews with a yarmulka and tzitzis drop by here, so | knew you are a religious Jew and being that you
have a beard, | thought that you might be a Rabbi."

Surprised, R’ Moshe asked her, “How do you know about the Jewish practice of tzitzis?"
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She replied, When | was a youngster, we lived in San Diego and my parents, although not religious, wanted their children
to receive some Jewish education so that we should know about our roots, and they enrolled me and my siblings in a local
Hebrew day school. In the sixth grade, we were learning how G-d proclaimed the Jewish people to be a holy nation and our
teacher requested us to take a piece of paper and make a pledge that we will remain a holy nation, we will never marry out
of the faith.

| made that pledge and always kept faithful to it, only considering marrying a Jewish man. | recently became engaged to a
wonderful Jewish man and | am looking for a Rabbi who can perform the marriage ceremony for us.”

Reb Moshe was listening attentively to what the girl was saying and was transported back ten years and remembered that
scene perfectly. He even recalled where this girl was seating. And in a low voice he asked, “Hannah is that you?!”

Her eyes opened wide, “Rabbi G., is that really you? Oh, | am so happy; | really, really want you to officiate at our wedding.”

Seeing the impact of teaching Torah to Hashem’s children, R” Moshe no longer had any question about leaving chinuch,
even for a short time!

Waiting in Line

There was a long line of guests at an Agudah convention, waiting to deposit their valuables in the hotel safe. Rav Yaakov
Kamenetzky got in the back of the line, not even thinking that he should do anything differently than everyone else, just
because he was a Rosh Yeshiva. The man standing right in front of Rav Yaakov turned around and saw the Rosh Yeshiva of
Torah Vodaas standing behind him!

“Please, Rosh Yeshiva, go in front of me,” he begged.

“No, no, it’s fine,” Reb Yaakov answered. Others then noticed what was going on, and they too insisted that Rav Yaakov
skip to the front of the line.

“The Rosh Yeshiva should go in front of us, we all don’t mind!” Rav Yaakov still refused any special treatment.
Finally, one man told him,

“If the Rosh Yeshiva doesn’t go to the front, we’re all going to leave!” Everyone else agreed. They thought they had won
the argument, when Rav Yaakov answered,

“If you leave, then | will too!” And that was the end of that!

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

NIV N NYWI9

. What detail does the n7n tell us about N9v and N9 that surprisingly it
doesn’t say explicitly by any of the other mnnx? !
a. What added detail does the n7n tell us by v that it doesn’t say by >n9?

. Who in this week’s nv19, says "n 73727?
a. Name two other people in the N7 n that said "n ‘mzy’.z

b. Who is called "1 7372 (the blessed of ') in this week’s nv19? By whom?
c. Who else in the 7 is called #n 71927? By whom?

. What do N1, N1 and N9y exclusively have in common? *
. What word in 1910 1972 comes from this week’s nw1a? °

. In what instance are each of these numbers mentioned this week’s nvw19?
2, 12, 127, 137, 175, 400, 20,000,000

. We are three brothers,

Our father’s name is not mentioned in the N7,
Although we are not mentioned in this week’s nv9,
the city which is named after us, is.

Who are we?

. I was used by a pr1y,

| was not used by his relative,

Although at times | am required to be used,
At times there is an N2y to use me.

| am implied in this week’s nw19.°

Who am I?

Need a Hint?

! It says it about MW In this week’s nw9o

2 One is in a previous NW19 and one is in MNPV 190.

* In next week’s nwa

* What similar event happened to all three of them?

® There is a series of three words, each word has a connection to one of the max.
® |t is implied that | was used in this week’s nwD




Answers

1. That they were q09).
a. The age they were 709).

2. YON —(19,79) DNIAN TN OPON ' TNV NN
a) M - (19,V) DV PN N T2
I — (0, DONN DINN TN N TN
b) 93wON by 125 - (XD ,79) N 712 X2 (12D) NN
) PN by TomaN — (1V3,19) /N T2 NNY NN

3. The start of their 71w was by a well.

4. Itsays 795,991,953 ,2pyN PN DNIIN NMIAN IDIAMVY M. Y1 refers to the Pr1os by
DMIaN of Y921 NN TH2 /M. By PN it says (09,19) 991 95Ny and by apy it says 950 v
(N,29).

5. 2- Bracelets
12 —Sons of Ynynw»
127 — Age of n7v when she was 70
137 — Age of Sxynw» when he was 709)
175 — Age of bn1ax when he was 7109
400 — oopw used to buy the N5a50N NN
20,000,000 - The n592 of Npaa’s NNawn was that she should have descendants of 99N
1229 which is 2000x10,000=20,000,000

6. We are three brothers,
The name of our father unknown,
Although we are not mentioned in this week’s nvn9,
the city which is named after us, is. - YAIN AP
Who are we? - DANY MIOM OYY YIINN

7. Next week...

Last week’s riddle:

| am mentioned in a N>72a - PIRN 79Y)
and in two mY%p in 790 NWRI3, - 21VN 79 YR M YIRN Ay
A mxnis done with me, - NV N
A punishment was created with me, -0
I am mentioned in a comparison in this week’s nw1. - 9ARY 79y 1DINY
Who am I? - 99y

L,IND DNT 12 PR PYY NTHIAN — NNHY IRITD
9133090 TOIYN 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TIT N2 N2 1572 ,97F DNIAN 12 DINY I7YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMNIY NN 950
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Rav Eliezer ben Rav Avraham '2"xr, known as Reb Lieber the Berditchever Magid, was a great j7*T¥ who lived in the no1jpm after v"m) n"n n1'73,
and the '2x 'nav episode. He lived a very long life spanning the generations of the 3'm% niwn, yyin' 19, and Rav Yaakov Emden N1 indT.
Our story begins with Reb Lieber preparing to follow the instructions of X230 1n!7x to spend a year in n173, wandering from town to town where
nobody would know him, to be 1921 for a microscopic shmek of nixa that he had unwittingly exhibited relating to his outstanding D*nAIR NOIN.

For a long time, Reb Lieber sat in his chair recovering from the shock.! He had spent a trying naw catering to an incredibly difficult guest who
had turned out to be none other than x'230 1n*7x in disguise, but that wasn’t what was bothering him. Reb Lieber began to cry, “How could |
have said the words that my n'n1ix No1dN is so P*T7NIW}, it is even as good as 411'ax nnnax’s? | THANK YOU n%iy 7 iian for the
opportunity of na1wn. | will do whatever | was told, because | want a n'7'nn1 nn'™70 and n192 for the words that | uttered.” The next day, Reb
Lieber said goodbye to his family, donned the clothes of a pauper, and left Berditchiv. There was a tefilla on his lips, “D%7iy ‘7¢ iaian, | beg of
you that this n12a should be enough. It is only due to Your great mercy that you are allowing such an easy n12a to be a n092 for such a xpn.”

Was it an easy n172? Well, Yidden are nice, and people were generally nice to him. Eventually, he arrived in the city of Brod, where the great
1Y, Reb Efraim the son of the '1a¥ non, was Rav. Reb Lieber was excited to meet him. First, he had to arrange a place to stay, so he took his
place in line amongst the other n'n1ix and waited his turn to be placed by the 1'yin 0119. Reb Lieber’s turn came, and the 0119 looked him
up and down, Hum, dhis is ah pershon who should be able to vork for a living. Vhat's he doing vandering around like dhis? Let me see whose
turn it is to send for Shabbos. Oh no! Zelig. Vhat a miserable person Zelig is. | can’t shend him to Zelig. The last pershon who vent to Zelig’s
house barely got out alive. Let me shend him to Reb Yankel. No. Reb Yankel is not here for Shabbos. You know vhat! I'll shend him to Reb
Zelig. Look at this man! All dirty from top to bottom. He doesn’t look like he’s used to anything better. “Reb Yid, go to the edge of town to this
address. You will spend Shabbos by Reb Zelig, okay?” Reb Lieber thanked the 2'vin 0119 for the address and went.

Reb Lieber arrived at an old burnt down shack. If not for the terrible shouts emanating from within, he would have never believed that anyone
lived there. With shaky hands he knocked on the door, inadvertently sending dust swirling around him. The door creaked open and there stood
a lady surrounded by a bunch of children. “What do you want?!” she yelled. “I| — | was sent by the 7'vin 03719 to... and-and | was told tha-tha-
that I-1 could stay here for Shabbos.” Her eyes bulged with rage! “You! You thiefl MURDERER! You have nowhere else to stay and want to take
away the little pieces of bread that we have?! Get away from here you vile disgusting creature!” and she slammed the door so hard, the whole
house shook! Reb Lieber turned around and began to walk away, happy that he didn't have to spend Shabbos there, and he could go back to
the n@12n nra. But then the door opened up. She was standing there with the same angry eyes, holding a mop as if to threaten him with it. “I
know what you're going to do now!” she bellowed. “You're going to go to the 1'win 0319 and say that we didn’t take you in for Shabbos, and my
husband is going to lose his job guarding the cemetery! You!” she growled, ‘I HATE PEOPLE LIKE YOU! Alright, we have no choice, GET IN!”
Reb Lieber could have told her that he had no intention of telling the 7'y 0119, and returned to the ngyan n'a. However, n172 meant
wandering where ever he was sent, and if she offered him the opportunity to come back, that's what he would do. He slowly walked into the
courtyard. He was greeted by her yelling, “Don’t think you're going to get any food for free! You see the woods over there?! Take the ax, and
start chopping wood!” Reb Lieber was happy to be able to get away from the house. He didn’t really know how to hold an ax, but he took it, and
walked off into the woods. He almost killed himself chopping, but 00" '@ he came back, the ax in one hand, and a pile of wood under his
arms. The ba’alabusta greeted him, “Why are you bringing that stuff into the house!! You need to chop off the branches and the leaves!! Get to
work!” Reb Lieber was a great j71y, but he wasn't much of a woodchopper. With his first Toyz, a splinter of wood went flying, and crashed
through the only window in their house. Then he heard her familiar shouts and curses, “You schlimazel! That was the last window we had in the
house! HOW DARE YOU!” Wondering what she was going to do next, Reb Lieber put his hand into his pocket and took out a gold coin, “Here,
take this. Th-that'll pay for the window.” Of course, that could’ve paid for a delivery of wood, and even food for Shabbos, but, when one is in
1173, one just rides along with the waves. Reb Lieber turned around to finish his task with the wood on the ground.

Just then, a wagon came by. It was a fisherman. He was holding a respectable looking fish, “Say!” the fisherman exclaimed, “want to buy this
for the honor of your Sabbath!?” The ba’alabusta hollered at him, “Does this look like a house where we can afford to buy fish?! Get away from
here, you!” Reb Lieber wondered why she was yelling at the poor fisherman, as if he was the source of all her misfortune. The fisherman seemed
to be thinking the same thing. He shrugged and started back up onto his wagon. Reb Lieber thought to himself, all of my days | was T'9j71 to
eat fish nay 7i2)7%. Obviously, there won'’t be any fish in this house. | must do my best and try. “Excuse me, sir! How much do you want for
that fish? | am willing to give you this coin for it.” “Why, that's fine. Here y'are!” Reb Lieber almost began to dance. “Boruch Hashem! Even in
this 2¥n | was nQir to have fish naw Tia2%!” The ba’alabuster didn’t share Reb Lieber’s joy. “Who exactly do you think is going to cook that
fish?!” “Well, uh, I- |-l was hoping,” said Reb Lieber, “that this would be for the entire family, and that you would...” She rolled her eyes, “Oh! |
should cook fish for you!?? If you want it, cook it yourself!” Reb Lieber said, “Okay,” and he began to take some of the wood that he had chopped.
Suddenly, he heard the woman screaming, “DON'T YOU DARE TOUCH THAT WOOD. THAT WOOD IS FOR US!” Reb Lieber didn’t argue with
her. Obviously, common sense wasn’t going to be the order of the day. He ran off into the forest happy that they at least allowed him to use the

" Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim shiur #137, Dial-A-Shiur
1|Life of Truth



ax. When he came back with the wood, he saw there were still two hours until the [a1. Now, he had to beg for a pot. The response: “AND WHO’S
GOING TO WASH IT?" “I will,” answered Reb Lieber. Finally, after much begging, she gave him a rusty old pot. Reb Lieber cleaned it to the
best of his ability, hung it over the fire, begged again for some water, and finally, a fire was burning under the fish. He was hoping that at least,
he would be nyit to a n'1> of fish naw 112", and maybe even this unfortunate family would as well.

While he was standing outside tending to the pot, he couldn’t help but overhear the monolog of his hostess screaming at her children about what
kind of robber their guest was! How absolutely unjust it is that the n'7'nj7 forces them to have a guest from time to time! Reb Lieber took a deep
breath and approached the window. He motioned with his hand that he needed salt. As expected, he received a barrage of curses, but she did
give him the salt. When Reb Leiber returned to the pot, he was forced to confront the fact that he wasn't much of an expert in cooking. The pot
had turned over, and the fish was lying on the floor in the dust and pebbles. Reb Lieber sighed, picked up the pieces of fish, and started all over
again. The ba’alabuster was soon out there assessing the situation. “My pot! My pot is chipped!” Yes, her precious, rusty, old, dirty pot, now
had a chip in it, and now, for the next ten minutes, he would hear about what a great tragedy that was. When she was finished, Reb Lieber
promised her that he would pay for a brand-new pot. She then agreed to take the fish inside, and cook it herself, and Reb Lieber ran off to daven.

Her husband came home right before Shabbos. He looked at the chips of wood in the front yard, and the turned over pot; he smelled the strange
smell, and he marched into the house and cried, “What is goin’ on here?! What do | smell fish cookin’ for?! His wife told him the whole story, and
then, in stereo, the two of them started cursing and screaming at the world! This lasted until Reb Lieber returned from the wnTan n'a. Reb
Lieber walked in and took in the sad sight. He was greeted by Reb Zelig yelling, “you miserable creature what you are! You can’t even draw
water for a living!? You parasite! Why should we give you money?!” When the kabalas panim was finished, the n'an '7va went to the table; no
tablecloth, no wine, he just grabbed the two pieces of bread that served as their ni'?n, mumbled through kiddush, and started stuffing the bread
into his mouth. He then broke off some pieces, and threw it to his wife. The last piece, the end part, a small piece, he threw at Reb Lieber, “there
you go! Eat it, ya thiefl” Reb Lieber took a deep breath and said, “You wouldn’t by any chance have a oi> for me to make kiddush on? Reb Zelig
let out a miserable laugh, “Kiddush on what?!! The water that the fish cooked in?! What are you going to make kiddush on?!” Reb Lieber pulled
a bottle out of his pocket and said, “I have wine for kiddush, | keep it with me.” Reb Zelig exclaimed, “Did — you — ever!! He’s rich enough to have
wine in his pocket, but he has to come eat by us!” Reb Lieber wasn't quite sure what exactly happened in the next second, but the wine wound
up in the hands of his host, and Reb Lieber had to beg him to leave over a n'yran of | for him to make w7 on. When Reb Lieber finally
managed to make wi1T'j7, he looked around and saw that the fish which Reb Lieber bought was already being served to the family; little children
nebach, their eyes popping, who knows if they ever had fish on Shabbos?? The Ba’alabus dove into the fish. After a couple of moments, he
yelled, “Ooh! What'’s in my mouth?! Peh! Peh! Pebbles! What are pebbles doing in the fish!?” He began to curse and yell at his wife. She
pointed at Reb Lieber, “Don’t blame me! That schlimazel turned the pot over, and | had to scoop the fish off the ground! | did my best to remove
the pebbles and the dirt BUT WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM ME?!” The Ba’alabus stood up in a fuming rage. Before Reb Lieber knew what was
happening, he was on the outside of the house. Reb Lieber stood there and smiled to himself. “Until now | didn’t understand how ni173 is a n192
for ninray, now I'm beginning to understand.” Then the door opened up again. The troubled Ba’alabus stood there, “And now you're going to
go to the 0119 and tell him | threw you out, right!? And I'm going to lose my job! Well, get back in here!” Reb Lieber would have really, very
happily, declined the invitation, but he hadn’t been xyi* his 21'n yet for the naw nTwo. So, with his head down, he walked in to finish the
N9 N'12. After benching the man led him back to the courtyard. “Ya sleep here outside!! | can't let you sleep inside, for all | know you’re going
to steal all of our precious stuff at night!”

Reb Lieber woke up early, and went to shul. He settled down near the oven to warm up with the other n'nix. Then, everyone stood up as the
great gaon Reb Efraim, the son of the 2y nan, walked into the ¥inman n'a. To everyone’s surprise, Reb Efraim walked over to Reb Lieber
and escorted him to the front of the shul. “No, no,” Reb Lieber protested, “I'm supposed to be in n1'73 now!” Reb Efraim said, “It was revealed to
me that your discomfort last night by your host has made up for an entire year of n1'22, you now have a complete N9 and can return home.”
Reb Lieber was not so quick to believe him, but Reb Efraim did not allow him to go back to his host. He kept Reb Lieber in the ¥nTn nra with
him for the rest of Shabbos, where they enjoyed the niTivQ, and an afternoon of learning together. Reb Lieber would have continued on in
173, but X*210 109X appeared to him and assured him that Reb Efraim had spoken with wiTin n41. Reb Lieber wanted to sneak out of the
town, but Reb Efraim wouldn't let him. He arranged for a wagon to pick him up, and for a group of people to accompany him back to Berditchiv.

Reb Lieber returned full force into his n'naix noj)n business. The Ba'al Shem Tov said about Reb Lieber that when x'a3n 1nr'7x would want
to speak with him, Reb Lieber would say to 107, “you’ll have to wait until | have time, I'm busy with my guests.” In the year >"pn, the Ba'al
Shem Tov visited Berditchiv. Reb Lieber was 93 years old, and he still hadn’t slowed down his n'nhix noan. The 2ivb bW 2va and his
talmidim noticed Reb Lieber walking on the street, and talking to a local peasant about buying wood for the kitchen of his n'n1ix no>n house.
Suddenly, Reb Lieber rose up on his toes. The Ba’al Shem Tov said, “Don’t wonder about that. When Reb Lieber hears the n'aox'm say wiTy
YTy WiTR in 0'ny, he automatically joins them.”

Some say that Reb Lieber lived until he was 130 years old, and he left this world only when he volunteered to leave. A terrible n9an had broken
out in Berditchiv, and people were falling right and left. Reb Lieber announced that he would be a |27 for the rest of the people in the town so
that the n9an would stop. He called three people from the ni*Tiz NN and instructed them what they should do with him, and he told them
not to worry, they would not catch the disease. Right after nqim nnnw, Reb Lieber fell ill with the disease that had taken so many lives in
Berditchiv. On (Imya a7 ni%] pyinna >3 nanx nhion 'Y .ai7w'ya niona 9% nr) YA WTN2 N™ he returned his holy nnwj to the 7y inian
nY7iy. Right after Reb Lieber was buried, the n9'an stopped and not a single person passed away from that disease afterwards.

2|Life of Truth
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y
e | Hi1[chos Shabbos

il g nitiative —

Is it permissible to brush teeth with a toothbrush on Shabbos if no toothpaste
is used?

If no water is used one may brush one’s teeth on Shabbos without toothpaste,
provided that one does not brush in a manner that will inevitably cause the gums to
bleed. Using a wet toothbrush is only permitted if the bristles are far apart from
each other.! However; if the bristles of the toothbrush are dense and water is
trapped in between the bristles, the toothbrush may not be used when it is wet.

In any case, the toothbrush should not be rinsed after use in preparation for use
after Shabbos.

Is it permissible to floss one’s teeth?

It is permissible to floss, unless one has sensitive gums that bleed when they are
flossed; in this case, flossing is prohibited. In addition, it is not permissible to tear
off a piece of flossing string.

Is it permissible to use a toothpick?

Using a toothpick is permissible unless it will inevitably cause the gums to bleed.
Ripping a toothpick off a sheet of toothpicks is prohibited.

Is it permissible to place wax on dental braces to avoid scratching one’s
gums?

It is not permissible to place wax on dental braces, even without smearing, since it
is prohibited to use items that are usually applied by smearing even without
smearing (as Chazal were concerned that one may come to smear/smooth).

Similarly, it is not permissible to place wax ear plugs in one’s ears since the wax
molds to the shape of the ear. It is also prohibited to replace a rubber band on one’s
braces, since this is considered repairing the braces.

1Wetting the toothbrush is permissible as well.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS FOR THE ENTIRIEE FANILY

IINTNFT Y’ INN "V 11 - 27V 17N AT DA

VOL Il WEEK 4

N1 2w, ‘N-0"YW Y'Yy
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| always wash a fruit before | eat it. Is that allowed on naw?

QUESTION 2

| clean grapes by soaking it in soapy water and agitating it. Can | do that on naw?

QUESTION 3

Can | use a peeler for fruits or vegetables?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

What is the proper age to start being 72NN my child not to do NdX7n on Naw?

Answer: The nixn of 1N for a NWY NIIXN only starts when a child is able to do the NiXn in a complete
manner, for example knowing how to properly shake a 1717 or doing 90’y with a N"?0 (although
many people start earlier). When it comes to teaching a child not to do an nay, the NN Mwn
("-2"nwW) writes the age is earlier, and if a child understands not to do something when he is told not
to doit, the nixn of J1'N is applicable.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

With Davening ending sometimes after 11:00, it would be hard for my child not to eat before he
goes to Shul. What would be the proper age for him to hold back from eating until WITj after
Davening?

Answer: Although Ji'n for various NIIXN starts at various ages (see answer 1), the ('X-0"01) N1N2
Nwn writes that one may not hold back food from a child if it causes him discomfort. Therefore,
the child may eat before nNnW until his NIXn J2.but if they are bought already one can cut in
between the letters.

QUESTION 3

The alarm clock in my child’s room for some reason started ringing in the middle of the night,
keeping him up. Can | tell him to shut it off?

Answer: It was mentioned in a previous edition (Week 1) that one may not allow a child to do a
NON7N for him. However, when the following two factors come together, then it is a DUIWX NPI7NN
whether it is allowed. The first factor is that it is only a |22127Tn NON'7N, and the second factor is that
the child is doing it for himself, not for someone else. Even in such a case, the (2"nW) Y |N7YW
doesn’'t allow it, but the (X"nW) Nd7n 1IN, as well as the (1) 27N Y N7W, make mention of the
lenient NO'Y, seemingly giving room for leniency when there is a need. If we assume that shutting
the alarm is an P2YTN DN and there is also no other place for the child to sleep, it is possible one
can be lenient. One should ask a nX1IN NN before getting a child to do this.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Kindling the Flame
Part 11

Recap: Shia’le was kidnapped by the Church, and
his parents were unable to rescue him. After he
was in a monastery for seven years, the king
intervened and allowed his parents to meet him
for three minutes to try to convince him to come
home. The Nachal Eshkol agreed to come along
to the meeting to help his parents persuade him.

The monastery was exactly the way they’d
imagined it, cold and austere, with tall stone walls
and domed windows. Wherever one turned, they
were greeted with the sight of Christian symbols
and pictures, causing Pinchas, Sara, and the
Nachal Eshkol to direct their gaze at the floor as

they followed a black-robed priest down the dim
corridors.

Soon, they arrived at a large room. A single table
stood in its center, surrounded by chairs. Symbols
of their faith hung everywhere. Sara squeezed her
eyes shut, not wanting to associate this evil place
with the son she missed and longed for.

“You may sit here,” a priest instructed, pointing
to three adjacent seats on one side of the table.
The Nachal Eshkol gingerly sat down on one of
the chairs, with Pinchas seated beside him. Sara
took the seat near her husband, clasping her hands
nervously on her lap.

Once they were seated, the priests slyly placed a
few more symbols of their faith behind the rav.
He could not see them, but the boy most certainly
would, after he would take his seat across from
the rabbi. They hoped that the impure artifacts
would help counter the rabbi’s words,
strengthening the barrier inside the boy’s heart
and mind so that no influence would penetrate.

The Nachal Eshkal was no fool, however. He
sensed the movement behind him and understood
immediately what the priest had done.
Nevertheless, he remained silent.

“We are bringing the boy in now,” one of the
priests suddenly announced. “We will give you
exactly three minutes on the clock and not a
second more.”

The door opened, and Shia’le was brought in.
Sara bit down hard on her lip to stifle the scream
that welled up within her. She glanced at her
husband, finding that his face was pale and his
eyes were clouded with pain. Shia’le appeared to
be a gentile youth in every way, and even though



they’d known to expect it, his appearance was still
shocking.

“Shia’le, come home!” both parents wanted to cry
out, but they knew that it was against their best
interest to do so. With superhuman control, they
suppressed the words bubbling on their tongues
and waited for the Nachal Eshkol to speak.

Shia’le took his seat across from his parents and
the rav. He peeked at his father, who was looking
back at him with painfilled eyes. His gaze flicked
to his mother, who was weeping silently. Behind
them were the familiar statues and symbols that
he knew so well from his upbringing in the
monastery, and they seemed to be winking at him
comfortingly.

The Nachal Eshkol stood up and took off his
overcoat, revealing the stark white kittel he was
wearing underneath. Then he took off his hat and
lifted his tallis over his head. He closed his eyes
and began to sway ever so slightly. “Al daas
hamakom, v’al daas hakahal.. . Kol Nidrei...”

The words poured from his lips in the stirring
melody he used every year when he ascended to
the bimah on the evening of Yom Kippur. The
holy tune, which filled the hallowed halls of batei
midrashim the world over, now wafted within the
cold stone walls of the monastery. A minute
passed, then two, as the rav continued reciting Kol
Nidrei.

The third minute began, and the holy words
continued to swirl around them. Suddenly,
Shia’le tore the necklace he was wearing off his
chest and ran to his mother. “Mama, take me
home!” he whimpered, running into her arms.
“Mama, I want to go home!”

The haunting Kol Nidrei melody had awakened
the memories of his childhood, long dormant, and
had opened his mind and heart to repentance. For
the first time in years, he recalled his beautiful
childhood and all that he’d learned from his
parents prior to his abduction. All the values
they’d inculcated in him from birth suddenly
came to the forefront, overriding the foreign ideas
that the priests had brainwashed him with.

“Mama, I want to go home,” Shia’le said again,
and there was no more time to lose. The three
minutes were up, but they had succeeded in
securing his desire to come home with them.

Together, the four Jews ran out of the monastery
toward their waiting wagon, wanting to put as
much distance between them and the monastery
as possible, lest the priests change their minds.
Pinchas, overwhelmed by the miracle they’d just
experienced, could not hold himself back from
hugging and kissing the rav, thanking him for
being the proper messenger to save his son.

“Please tell us how you knew,” the couple asked
the Nachal Eshkol. “How did you discover the
key to Shia’le’s heart?”

The Nachal Eshkol smiled. “What you saw just
now was an amazing principle in chinuch,” he
explained. “Whatever one grows up with when he
IS young, that is what stays with him forever.
Even after he leaves the shelter of his parents’
home, and finds himself in places where the
customs are different, that which he learned in his
youth will never be fully forgotten.

“When your young Shia’le came to shul with you
on Yom Kippur night,” the rav continued, turning
toward Pinchas, “He heard the Kol Nidrei being
recited in this very tune. He likely didn’t
understand what was going on or what it meant,



but he heard Kol Nidrei. The words, the melody,
seeped deep into his impressionable soul, where
they will always remain.

“No matter how much filth and grime those
priests tried to heap on Shia’le’s soul, the tiny
spark that represents all that he learned in his
youngest years could never be extinguished. It
didn’t take even three minutes for that spark to be
rekindled into a beautiful flame when he heard
Kol Nidrei again.”

The words “reishis chachmah yiras Hashem,”
which we recite every morning upon awakening,
can also mean that it is of primary importance that
the early years of one’s life be saturated with yiras
shamayim, because this kind of yiras shamayim is
one that we can hold onto forever.

It is so important to let our children soak in as
much holiness as possible, because what goes in
when they are young will never come out.

*k*k

The Gemara praises the great Rebbi Yehoshua
ben Chanaya with the words, “Ashrei yoladeto,
praised is the one who gave birth to him.” The
Bartenura explains that when Rebbi Yehoshua
ben Chananya was an infant, his mother would
place his cradle inside the bais hamedrash, so that
her tiny son would hear the kol Torah.

Why did Rebbi Yeshoshua ben Chananya become
a gadol hador, one of the greatest leaders of his
generation? Because of his mother, who was so
careful to ensure that he would be immersed in
Torah, even before he could understand what was
happening around him.

*k*k

When my children were small, Rav Moshe
Feinstein was already very elderly, and | wanted
my children to have a chance to see him.
Appointments were only being scheduled right
after davening, but I made one anyway despite the
inconvenience, because it was very important to
me.

My children waited outside until after davening,
and then we went in to receive a brachah from the
gadol hador. First, he took his holy hands and
blessed me. Then, | told him that | had brought
my family, including my newborn son who’d just
had his bris, and requested brachos for them as
well.

Rav Moshe Feinstein wished us mazel tov and
blessed the children, including the newborn. What
an incredible gift my young son received, to have
received a brachah from such a holy tzaddik in the
first weeks of his life! The holiness of that
moment would remain with him forever!

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #TB92

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"l
are now available by phone.
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To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalmani@gmail.com
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THE ELDERLY CHACHAM, RAV OVADIA

AT THE HOSPITAL:

YOSEF, WAS NOT FEELING WELL AND ASKED
FOR HIS ASSISTANT, RAV ARYEH DERI. S

k T q.ll! Q}" ."'II #I’l[lll’,‘.l_.l SELT ] ".'l]llll' Ii
THE RAV MUST 6O -

hﬁm“x W
:._fl“- i :

THE CHACHAM
HAD A HEART
ATTACK AND NEEDS
IMMEDIATE STENT
SURGERY.

DOCTOR,
WHAT DID YOU
DETERMINE?

IS IT POSSIBLE TO
PERFORM THE SURGERY IN THREE
HOURS? T'LL RETURN FOR THE
PROCEDURE THEN...

PLEASE TAKE ME

BACK HOME.
WHY S THE

RAV POSTPONING
THIS? THIS IS AN
EMERGENCY!

T INSIST... I'M IN THE
MIDOLE OF WRITING A TESHUVA
THAT IS A BIGEGER EMERGENCY.
TIME IS CRITICAL! T'LL EXPLAIN

ON THE WAY.

RAV OVADIA WAS RELEASED AND WAS TAKEN HOME.

I'M OLD AND I'M NOT SURE I'LL COME
OUT OF THIS SURGERY ALIVE. I'M IN THE MIDDLE
OF A COMPLICATED TESHUVA TO ALLOW A WOMAN
WHO IS AN AGUNA TO REMARRY. IF I ODON'T FINISH IT,

WHO WILL TAKE PITY ON THIS WOMAN AND RELEASE
HER FROM HER LONELINESS?

RAV OVADIA COMPLETED THE TESHUVA
AND PERMITTED THE AGLINA TO REMARRY.

THANK
YOU, HASHEM/
IN YOUR KINDNESS
YOU ALLOWED ME THE
GREATEST ZECHUS OF
PIDYON SHEVUYIM
BEFORE THIS
SURGERY.

RAV OVADIA RETURNED TO THE HOSPITAL A FEW HOLIRS
LATER. THE SURGERY WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL AND HE
REMAINED HEALTHY FOR ANOTHER 14 YEARS.

HACHAM OVADIA YOSEF D81 WAS BORN IN BAGHDAD, IRAQ, TO YAAKOV AND GEORGIA OVADIA, HIS FAMILY MOVED
TO D2V WHEN HE WAS 4 YEARS OLD. HIS FAMILY LIVED IN EXTREME POVERTY 8UT HE LEARNED HIS NN WITH
UNUSLIAL ‘()DJ NY0R. HE PUBLISHED HIS FIRST 19D AS A 7IN2 AND ALREADY GAVE DX)IWY AT THE AGE OF 17. HE WAS
ORDAINED AS A 1"‘[ AT AGE 20. WHEN YOSEF WAS a4, HE MARRIED MARGALIT FATTAL (1a97-1aau4), BORN IN SYRIA,
DAUGHTER OF HACHAM AVRAHAM HALEVI FATTAL. AT THE AGE OF @7 HE MOVED TO CAIRO TO SERVE AS 17 AND 1IN
VT 2. IN 1950, HE RETURNED TO DY), OVER THE NEXT €3 YEARS HE SERVED DN D2D WITH HIS HEART AND
SOUL AND WAS ONE OF THE GREATEST DISSEMINATORS OF NN IN THIS GENERATION. HE WAS THE NV, 1IWWR)
YD OF NYIND 2NN NYYIN AND WAS THE LUNDISPUTED FATHER, LEADER AND TEACHER FOR THE ENTIRE SEPHARDIC
COMMUNITY AND BEYOND. HE WAS A PROLIFIC WRITER, AND HIS MANY POPLLAR D290 BEAR WITNESS TO HIS
UNMATCHED BRILLIANT MIND AND AMAZING MEMORY. ONE OF HIS FAVORITE QUOTES WAS: ‘110 3 AN MYYL —
TASTE N7IM AND YOU WILL APPRECIATE THAT IT IS [THE PERFECT] 600D!”

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval

5681-5774 1920-2013 ywnin

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH
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Bringing Good

News

(2,50 MWKII) AN 7Y TH0H DIIAN XN

Avraham came to eulogize Sarah and to cry over her. (Bereishis 23:2)

There are many amazing things we can learn from
the Akeidah. One of them is from this verse, which
shows us how careful we need to be about what we
say to people!

Comes a messenger to tell Sarah the good news
that Yitzchak is still alive, but he begins by saying
how her son was prepared to be slaughtered. Then
he finishes the story by recounting that Yitzchak
was saved and was not slaughtered in the end. But
in the meantime, Sarah was so shocked that her soul
flew away and she died.

The messenger arrived to tell her good news. If he
had mentioned right at the beginning that Yitzchak
is alive and well, and then, to heighten her joy over
the fact that he is alive and well, proceeded to tell
all the details — how he was brought to the Akeidah
and placed on the Altar — then everything would
have come out right. But he wasn’t careful enough.
He didn’t pay sufficient attention to how he told the

story. He started with the “bad” part and delayed
the “good” part until the end, and by the time he got
there, Sarah was already gone.

Instead of being a bearer of good tidings, he was a
messenger of the Satan.

This teaches us how important it is to be alert
about what we say and how we say it. It is very
common for a person to tell his friend something
like, “Your son went on that school trip, right? T heard
that the bus got into an accident — but everyone is
okay” The moment that lapses between hearing
about the accident and hearing that everyone is
okay is enough to make a parent’s heart miss a beat.
We don’t actually see the parent drop dead or have
a heart attack or anything, but he or she has a heart
pang. The one who told him the story has behaved
in a way that is somewhat reminiscent of the Satan’s
messenger.

There are so many examples of this. We really



should think about the reactions that our words will

evoke in others.

And this holds true even more so on the good

side. If a momentary bad tiding can cause so much

damage, surely a good tiding can bring so much

benefit. It may look like a small, fleeting matter, but

it is so great.

Let’s say for instance that the husband sees he

will arrive home a little late, so he calls to say that

everything is fine, he is just behind schedule. There

are many other cases where a little consideration

goes a long way. This is especially true regarding

gQAJ{SHA TorIC

parents, as it is their nature to be concerned about
their children.

Let us learn a lesson from the first of our Imahos,
who died at the moment she heard bad news about
her son, and always try to bring good news to parents.

Of course, this applies as well between husband
and wife, and between people in general.

The Torah teaches us that bearing good news
is one of the qualities of a good person, as David
Hamelech said (11 Shmuel 18:27): Yx1 1 2iv WK
Xi2) 1230 77iwa - “This is a good man, and he will
come with a good tiding” e

Good Old Age

(X , 75 PPWRID) .02 X3 1PT DTN

Avraham was elderly, he was advanced in days. (Bereishis 24:1)

Said R. Yehudah son of Simon: Avraham requested old age. He said to Hashem: Master of the
Worlds, when a person and his son enter a place, no one knows who they should honor. If you crown a
person with old age, people will know who to honor.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to him: Indeed, you asked for a good thing, and it will start with you.
From the beginning of Bereishis until here, it does not mention old age, and when Avraham appeared,
Hashem gave him old age. Thus it says, “Avraham was elderly, advanced in days.” (Bereishis Rabbah
65:9)

idea, and he will be the first person to look old.
L00king Aged This might make us think that Avraham wanted
Avraham Avinu was the first person to look old.  to look old just for a practical reason, so people will
Until his time, everyone looked the same, whatever  be able to tell him apart from his son Yitzchak.
But no. It says:
TOINOWA 0 PXIT OIX 2130 P99 -

You became most beautiful among people;

age they were. Avraham argued to Hashem that he
and his son Yitzchak look the same, and people thus
confuse them for one another. So he asked to look
aged. Hashem answered him that it is a wonderful
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grace was poured on your lips.!

In the Midyash?* it says that this pasuk refers to
Avraham. In other words, it wasn’t that Avraham
wanted to look old just for a practical purpose; it
was because he wanted to look beautiful, to look
elderly. Avraham Avinu was crowned with beauty by
looking old, with white hair and a white beard.

In our times, we don’t understand what it’s even
talking about. Let’s say a woman would say to her
friend: You look so nice, you really look old! People
don’t think older is more beautiful. On the contrary,
they spend millions just on looking young. Yet,
Avraham wanted to look old.

It’s hard to get it. Why? What’s so beautiful about
the appearance of an elderly person?

When I was a small child, and I heard people
talking about the Alter fun Kelm, the Elder from
Kelm, or the Alter fun Slabodka, it bothered me.
Why are people trying to put them down? Why call
them “old men”?

This is a mistake, of course. It’s obvious that in
former times, the word “elderly” was not considered
insulting. Nevertheless, nowadays it is common
in Hebrew to refer to the Saba miKelem, the
“grandfather from Kelm,” rather than to the Zakein
miKelem, which would translate as the “Elder from
Kelm” The new generation doesnt say “Elder”
because it is not a compliment. But there were times
when being called an elder was a compliment.

We will now talk about why being called “old”
used to be considered a compliment, and today it is
an insult. First I will give a simple explanation. Then
I will offer a deeper and more correct explanation.

Long Past, Short Future

There are three points in a person’s life: past,
present and future.

When a person looks back on his past, and thinks
about what he achieved, what he built in his lifetime,
usually the answer is: not much. Regarding the

1 Tehillim 85:3.
2 Bereishis Rabbah 65:9.

present, well, how much can a person accomplish in

a single moment? Zilch. Only the future looks big
and promising. Wow, what a beautiful future. People
dream of becoming rich, wise, righteous... The past
and present are not worth much. Only the future is
rosy.

Accordingly, an old person who has a long past
and a short future is kind of worthless. How much
longer will he live? A year? Two years? He already
has one foot in the grave. This is why being called
“old” is insulting nowadays.

In previous generations, people looked at it just
the opposite. The future is nothing, because a person
can’t know what will be tomorrow. You can’t rely
on the future. So the main thing is the past. That is
where a person has a trunk packed full of greatness.
He learned a lot of Torah; he did a lot of mitzvos
with mesirus nefesh.

So in former times, it was more respectable to
look old, with a white beard, because it meant that
this Jew has a trunk full of greatness behind him. He
is a great person. He has a big past and a small future.
But someone who is still young, assumedly did not
accomplish much yet. He hardly has anything. As
for his future, who knows what will be tomorrow?
So he is not worth a lot.

Live the Moments
MY NXN O WK DINIR 20O R 19K
DI Wnm MW DYaw) - These are the days of
the years of Avraham that he lived: a hundred

years and seventy years and five years.?

This is what it says about Avraham. Whereas
about Sarah it says 17 »n W — “The years of the
life of Sarah.”* Why the difference? Why does it say
“the days of the years... that he lived” about Avraham,
but not about Sarah?

I once heard in the name of R. Yerucham of Mir
that he asked: What does it mean “to live”? When a

person eats pizza or felafel, is that called “living”? Not

3 Bereishis 25:7.
4 Ibid 23:1.
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at all. “To live” means moments of accomplishment,
of greatness, of closeness to Hashem.

Usually, if a person lives to be eighty, he can hope
to find in his lifetime a few moments like this. A
moment here, a moment there. If a person can put
together a few years of true life, this is greatness.

Avraham Avinu lived 175 years of true, pure life.
There was not a moment that he didn’t live in the
true sense of the word. Not a moment that Avrabam
Avinu would not call “life.

So when he came to the age of 175, Avraham said
to Hashem: Ribono shel Olam, 1 want a label that
testifies that I am “advanced in days,” that I have a
wonderful past, that I am carrying on my back one
hundred and seventy-five years of greatness. I deserve
a medal, a white beard!

But when most people nowadays come to the age
of eighty, what did they accomplish during all those
years they had? They had dreams, but the dreams did
not come true. So nowadays, old age doesn’t mean alot.

This is the simple explanation. Now we will go

deeper.
Old Age is Nowness

According to what we have been saying, what has
true worth? There is one thing that has real value,
and that is the present. If a person can pray and say
Baruch Attab... Melech Haolam, if he can say Baruch
Hu wvaruch Shemo, this moment is a moment of
greatness. It is worth it; it is valuable. Because this
is what he really has. We don’t have the past or the
future. They are out of our hands. The only thing we
have is the present.

How much worth is there to the present, to this
moment? A person’s present is worth as much as his
past. We will explain.

Let’s imagine Avrabham Avinu waking up in the
morning of his 175" birthday. And let’s assume he
knows that this afternoon he is going on to Olam

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -

as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

Haba, to Gan Eden. Avraham has in his treasure

chest 175 years of the greatness of Avrabam Avinu.
He didn’t waste a moment of his life. He is “advanced
in days.”

Where is he going? To Olam Haba, to eternity.

But no, right now he is going to daven Shacharis,
and this Shacharis prayer is not like the Shacharis that
a twenty-year-old prays. It is also not the Shacharis
of a fifty-year-old, or even of a 120-year-old. This is
a Shacharis that has in it the greatness of 175 years
of greatness and spiritual elevation. Avraham Avinu
put 175 years of greatness into one Shacharis prayer.

This is an elder. This is an old person. Being old
means today I am old, and I want people to know
that I am old, so they will understand and value what
“today” signifies.

Imagine there is a job search for a person who can
serve as 7osh yeshivah of a large, well-known yeshivah.
Someone offers his eighteen-year-old friend as a
candidate for the position. Would anyone take it
seriously? For sure not. This position needs someone
at least the age of forty, because he has to be a person
with a history of forty years.

But why is this so? What do we care if he is a
young man under twenty?

Because when he gets up to deliver a shius, it is
meant to be a shiur on the quality-level of forty years
of greatness. It’s not an issue of the past; it’s an issue
of the present. This present moment needs to have
the greatness of forty years.

An old person is not a great person because he
has a past. This is a mistake. He is great because he
has a present. When he davens today, when he learns
today, he is putting eighty or a hundred years of
greatness into everything he does. This causes his
present to possess a very high quality. This is the
reason that being old is a big thing.

It was worth it for Avraham Avinu to put in
175 years of greatness in order to pray one proper

Shemoneh Esreb. ®

For comments, dedications and donations:
W nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
Send us an email.
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