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SEUDAH STORIES

True Forgiveness

Rav Yisrael Salanter was traveling by train from Salant to Vilna and was holding a lit cigar. Despite the fact that this
was totally acceptable as he was sitting in the smoking car of the train, a young man accosted him, yelling about
the putrid odor of the smoke. Instead of becoming angry or defensive, Rav Yisrael extinguished the cigar and
opened the train's window to dissipate the fumes. Only a few seconds later, the young man slammed the window
down, while screaming at the elderly sage for opening it. Rav Yisroel apologized profusely to the man young
enough to be his child, and buried himself in a sefer.

Upon arriving in Vilna, the young man was horrified to see throngs of people gathered to receive one of Europe's
most prominent rabbonim — the person whom he had treated so rudely. The man immediately ran to the home
where Rav Yisrael was staying and began to beg forgiveness. "Don't worry," explained Reb Yisrael, "a trip can make
one edgy. | bear no ill will. Tell me," continued the mussar master, "why did you come to Vilna?"

The young man explained that he was looking to become a shochet, and an haskamah from a Vilna rav would be
universally accepted. Rav Yisrael smiled. "My own son-in-law, Reb Elya Lazer, can help you. He is a rav in Vilna. Rest
up and tomorrow you can take the test.

The next day, it was apparent that the man needed more than rest, for he failed miserably. However, that did not
deter Rav Yisrael. He encouraged the man to try again. For the next several weeks, Rav Yisrael arranged for tutors
and prepared the young man well enough to pass Reb Elya Lazer's make-up exam along with the tests of a host of
other well-known Vilna rabbonim. He even arranged for the man to get a job.

Before leaving Vilna, the man appeared before Rav Yisrael with tears in his eyes. "Tell me, Rebbe," he cried. "l was
able to understand that you could forgive me for my terrible arrogance on the train. But why did you help me so
much? That, | can never understand."

"Rav Yisrael sat him down, held his hand and explained. “It is easy to say 'l forgive you'. But deep down, how does
one really know if he still bears a grudge? Way down in my heart | actually was not sure. The only way to remove
a grudge is to take action. One who helps another develops a love for the one he aided. By helping you, | created
a true love which is overwhelmingly more powerful than the words, 'l forgive you'."

The Best in Yeshiva

As a young man, Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz once went to visit his chashuva uncle, Rav Avraham Yoffen, and the famed
Navardok Yeshiva. One day he asked his uncle to show him the best bachur in the Yeshiva. His uncle pointed out
one bachur and said “This is the smartest boy in the Yeshiva”. Next he pointed to another boy and said that he was
the most diligent boy. He continued to do this to a number of students, pointing out the area in which each excelled
(the most knowledgeable, the biggest yarei shamayim, etc.).
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Young Rav Chaim then turned to his uncle and asked “So which is the best?” To his surprise, his uncle showed him
a boy that he hadn’t previously named! The puzzled nephew asked his uncle the obvious question, “But he wasn’t
on the top in any of the categories, how can he be the best?” To which his uncle responded, “Correct, but he is the
biggest mevakesh in the Yeshiva!”

This young man immersed himself in his learning day and night for many years, and eventually became known as
the Steipler Gaon.

The Zechus

Rav Asher Arieli of Yeshivas Mir Yerushalayim is a legend. A son of Rav Chaim Yaakov Arieli, author of Be 'er Yaakovy,
and a son-in-law of Rav Nochum Partzovitz, rosh yeshiva of Yeshivas Mir Yerushalayim, Rav Asher delivers what is
believed to be one of the largest daily shiurim in the world, attended by hundreds. His Torah knowledge and
hasmadah are matched by his remarkable anavah and self-effacement.

In a moment of candor, a talmid once asked Rav Asher in what zechus he merited such a well-received shiur and
so many talmidim. By all accounts, Rav Asher's shiurim are things of beauty, delivered with precision and comprised
of masterful analyses and novella. Still, Hashem seems to have blessed Rav Asher with a shiur unlike almost any
other in the world. What's the secret?

Rav Asher thought for a moment and, with utmost modesty, said, “I have wondered the very same thing. | have
pondered this question of why Hashem gave me such a brachah. | believe the answer is as follows. When | was a
bachur, my friends and |, like all boys our age, received pocket money from our parents for expenses. The bachurim
spent the money like others their age did. Some of it was saved up to buy additional sefarim, while in some cases
it was used to buy food or even cigarettes... |, myself, decided to save my money to be used for taxis, so that |
would not have to go on the public city bus, which would have exposed me to the sights and sounds of the street.
Taking a taxi each time | had to get around shielded me from viewing inappropriate things.”

“I believe,” said Rav Asher humbly, “that if | have a zechus to be blessed with such Torah wealth in the form of such
a large number of talmidim and a shiur that is well received, it is in the merit of having safeguarded myself from
those sights and influences in my youth.”

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. Which of ny’s children is mentioned in davening?

2. Name two mountains mentioned in this week’s nwn9.*
a. Name nine additional mountains mentioned in the 77 n.2

3. What event in this week’s nv19 happened on nav?
4. What did o7, 791 and wy have in common? ?
5. List two undisputed “windows” mentioned in this week’s nw99.

6. What connection does each one of the following numbers have with this
week’s nvwI9? 3(2x), 15, 17(2x), 40(2x), 300, 600

7. | was called 5y,
He was called yop,
But it was for completely different reasons.
We are both mentioned in this week’s nvn9,
Who am I? Who is he?

8. | was used for the width,
| was used for the height,
| was never used for the length,
The first occasion was to save lives,
The second occasion was to kill a life * -

although not for the one intended.

| am referred to in this week’s nwM9.
Who am I?

Need a Hint?

! The second mountain is in the area where the ow »1 lived.

2 Upon one 25 camped, upon one a nation lived, upon one a present was given, two were a place of burial, one was a border of
YN XN, one was one of the myon, one was named after one of the Ny Nyav, one was a border of w2 X, two are
always paired together, and one from where the ny5w came to give the nn.

® What rarity did they have in common?

* I have a connection to a 20 oY




Answers
1. In 1INT 95 MINN it says ON M3 NHTNA.

2. vyIxanand (9, ) oTPn 90 which was the
border of the area where ow »a lived.
a. 1) (X9,ND N¥”) YO N
2) (39 NHWN) PyY N
3) (D*pHNN AN 20 N

was a border of YN XIN)
7) (},X ©27) NN N
8) (N,» D7) YN N

9) (V3,N> NN O N
10) (02,5 NN YY N

11) (3,55 N7 YINS N
12) (8,19 177 (DY12y0 9N) 12) N
* 790 9N is not mentioned by name

4) (35,5 NPIN) 9NN 91 — where YN died
5) (15,59) 29w N
6) (3,75 >yON) 9NN 9N — (A second 9N N

3. The my found dry land on naw as it says 7NN 12 88N N7, (Yowa, the My found land on the same day
that he was sent, in which case the three times he sent a bird were also on nav)

4. They each had the original y1¥ 3 >3

5. 1) omwn MmNy 2) 9N NX NI NN (Even though there was a npwnn what the 790y was but everyone

agrees there was a window)

6. 3 —Three sons, floors
15 — mnN above the mountains
17 — 17" of the month the 9121 started, 17" of the month the n2>n landed
40 - The days of rain, the days waited to send the 2y
300 - Length of the ha)n
600 — The year of ny’s life in which the 921 began

7. | was called 91,
He was called yop,

- (X2,%) D¥THN N NN
- (79,0) YOPN NI
But it was for completely different reasons. - by me it was because | was the oldest

by him it was because he acted disgracefully

We are both mentioned in this week’s nvA9,

Who am I? Who is he? - N9 and on
8. Next week.....
Last week’s riddle:
| was a Py,
| didn’t live as long as the others in my time, - | was killed

| did something that after my time was 90X, - I married my sister
Although it seems the o>vav did it as well -

by them according to many it was different. - they married their half-sisters
My name, although it isn’t referring to me -
-9an Yon

-9an

is one of the themes on n1o0.
Who am I?

L,IND DNT 12 PR PYY NTHIAN — NNHY IR
977090 TOON 12 TYT PN, N7Y APY TIT N 192 1592 ,973 DNNAN 12 DINY YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMNY NMN O
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Nl — AYAS 'NNO
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

Why did Hashem tell Noach to build the teivah?

So that people would see Noach, and ask him what he’s doing; he would then warn them about the mabul, and
they would come to do teshuva. Regarding saving Noach, Hashem had other ways He could have done that,
which wouldn’t have required so much effort from Noach.'

What color was the outside of the teivah?
Literally “pitch black” — it was covered in tar.?

How was Noach related to his wife Naamah3?
Mesushelach, a descendant of Sheis, and Naamah, a descendant of Kayin, were 6™ cousins.* Mesushelach’s
grandson, Noach, married Naamah, who was his 6" cousin twice removed.

How many of each kosher species entered the teivah?
e Some explain the pasuk to mean that 7 males and 7 females from each kosher species entered.®
e Others explain that a TOTAL of 7 animals entered from each kosher species: 3 pairs of a male and
female, and one extra to serve as a korban after exiting the teivah.®

The teivah had no rudder or sails. How did it not crash into mountains?
The mountains were covered in water — the view outside the teivah was just totally flat water.” (What about
while the teivah was ascending with the rising water?8)

How long was the mabul?
It RAINED for 40 days, but Noach was in the teivah for a full 365 days until everything dried up.®

How many seasons are there?
The Torah lists 6 seasons, which each last 2 months: Zera, Katzir, Kor, Chom, Kayitz, and Choref."

Why is the summer called “Kayitz”?
That is the season for producing dried figs, which are called “Kayitz.”"!

How many mitzvos did Hashem give Noach, to pass down to all mankind?
One: not to eat eiver min hachai. The other 6 were already given to Adam. (Can you name them? Avodah
zara, cursing Hashem, murder, giluy arayos, stealing, and setting up courts).'?

How were Terach and Nachor related?
Terach'’s father was named Nachor'3, and he named his son Nachor as well™.
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How were Avraham and Haran related?
They were half-brothers, sons of Terach from different mothers.'®

JUST CURIOUS

Noach got his name because he invented certain farming tools which would bring his generation
“relief” and “rest” from their agricultural struggles.’® How did they know this when naming him?
o Adam told them with nevuah.
¢ They had the wisdom to foresee this.
e AFTER he worked the ground, they started calling him Noach.'” (What was his name at birth?)

Did Noach physically build the teivah completely on his own, or he hired workers? Did he work non-
stop for 120 years, or he just spent some time each day building? How did he make sure that the first
pieces of wood didn’t rot by the time he got to the last pieces many years later?

Noach was told to take his OWN food into the teivah, to feed the animals.'® Why was this necessary?
e So he shouldn’t think, “Everyone is going to die soon anyway, so I'll just take their food now in
advance.”"®
e Through this generous “donation,” he would develop a love for the animals, which would enable him to
selflessly care for them for a full year.?°

The reshaim of Noach’s generation said they would kill him if he tried to enter the teivah.?! If they
believed the mabul was coming, how would killing Noach help them? If they thought he was crazy, why
didn’t they just ignore him?

Reshaim just want to stop people from serving Hashem. The fact that it wouldn’t actually HELP them at all was
irrelevant.?? Note that they were so set on killing him, even without any purpose, that they were willing to fight
with bears and lions to reach him!?3

How long would it take for a swimming pool to fully evaporate in even the hottest weather? It should
have taken many, many years for miles and miles of higher-than-mountain water to evaporate, but it
miraculously took only a few months. Once it's a miracle anyway, why didn’t Hashem speed it up, so
Noach could exit the teivah after a few days or weeks, instead of a few months?

To teach us that Hashem doesn’t always help us immediately. We have to daven, rely on Hashem, and realize
that everything will happen at the right time, as He sees fit.?

Adam and his descendants were not allowed to kill animals to eat them. Why was Noach suddenly
allowed to eat meat after the mabul?

He earned this right because without him no animals would have survived?s, he worked really hard to take care
of them on the teivah, and his korban led Hashem to never destroy them again.?®
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Hashem designated a rainbow as a sign of His commitment to not make another mabul. Were rainbows
around before this?

Rainbows had been around as a natural occurrence since the time of creation. Hashem told Noach that FROM
NOW ON, the already existing rainbow phenomenon would serve as a sign of this bris.?’

Of all things, why did Hashem choose a rainbow as a sign of his bris with mankind?

A rainBOW symbolizes a BOW (the weapon, as in “bow and arrow”) which is not “loaded” with an arrow, nor
even equipped with a string, and which faces upwards, away from the world, just as opposing armies will face
their bows upwards in order to indicate a desire for peace.?®

When the Dor HaPalagah tried to build a tower, Hashem thwarted their plans by making people not
understand each other.?° Weren’t Noach’s descendants already divided “lemishpechosam
lilshonosam,” speaking different languages, as described earlier®°?

Different languages had already developed, but people from different regions could still understand each other,
much like parents understand “baby talk” without a dictionary. They decided to build a tower which would
demonstrate mankind’s unity, because they felt that their unity could sustain them without any Divine
assistance. Hashem “came down” and gave them a feeling that they in fact DID need Him, and their universal
understanding fell apart. However, this only affected actual speech, but not communication through music,
such that even today the musically inclined can easily “understand” music from other countries.?’

Why didn’t Hashem destroy the Dor HaPalagah, like He destroyed the Dor HaMabul?
o The people of the Dor HaMabul were contentious thieves, plagued by the despicable trait of
divisiveness, whereas the people of the Dor HaPalagah were united and lived in peace.®?
e Because Bnei Yisrael were destined to descend from Sheim.33

IN YOUR OPINION

What is your ideal balance of structured time and free time? Why?

After Adam ate from the Eijtz HaDaas, Hashem cursed the ground such that Adam would have to work hard in
order for it to produce crops.®* Noach invented certain tools which made farming much easier.3®> Now that
people had more free time, they filled it with destructive activity, such that crime and violence became rampant.
As Chazal note®¢, boredom leads one to either “go crazy,” or do aveiros.®”

How do you know if your Avodas Hashem is “good enough”?

All agree that in a better generation, Noach would have grown even more, yet as he was, he couldn’t compare
to Avraham. Chazal debate which of these simultaneously true facts is highlighted when he is called a “Tzaddik
in his generation.” Likewise, everyone agrees that a person should judge himself in comparison to Avraham,
who was objectively great, not by looking around and feeling satisfied that, “At least I'm better than that guy.”*®
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Which one takes the most emunah? (1) Traveling out of Mitzrayim into the desert with whatever food
you can grab; (2) Going to sleep every night hoping that mann will fall the next day; (3) Getting on a
boat with thousands of animals, for a year, taking vegetables but no refrigerator.

Hashem made a special bris with Noach that his food wouldn’t rot.3® Imagine how much emunah it takes to
lock the door behind you, knowing that you have a finite food supply, and nowhere to shop!

Sometimes people experience difficulty, and become stuck. Others somehow move on. How do they
manage this?

The Medrash lists a few people in Tanach regarding whom the word “hayah,” “was,” is used, and notices that
they all saw major world changes during their lives, and witnessed a “new world.”*° Their ability to move on
was fueled by their ability to say, “The past hayah — was — but now it's time to move forward.”*

What is the most powerful way to motivate ourselves to avoid negative behavior?

The story of Noach drinking wine is a more powerful warning regarding alcohol than the mitzvah of nazir, for
we see that even a great tzaddik, whose zechus saved the WHOLE WORLD, was lowered from his high level
due to wine.*?> Witnessing the effects of certain behaviors on others can motivate us to be careful.

Have you ever gotten so involved in the DETAILS of a project, that you wound up forgetting or ignoring
the REASON you were doing it in the first place?

The Dor HaPalagah attempted to build a tremendous tower, which would protect mankind.*® During
construction, they formed large bricks, and had to carry them up higher and higher to continue raising the
height of the tower. If a brick would fall, they would sit and cry, lamenting, “When will another brick be available
to replace it?!” Yet, if a person would fall and die, they wouldn’t pay much attention.** Despite the fact that the
initial goal of the tower was to preserve human life, the value of life was overshadowed by the procedural
aspects of the project. We should be careful to avoid this mistake!*®
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CHAYEINY .
Weeklv A Life of Truth

Shabbos Inspiration/ Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIva

There is a Yiddish expression, frum is a galach. A good Jew focuses on the entirety of the Torah, not just
on doing things that make him look like a j7*7x." Here is a story about a very simple Jew who lived in yJx
27X about two centuries ago.2 This Yid grew up in Eretz Yisroel in a time of great niny; wars, pogroms,
and riots, when he was constantly on the run escaping attack. His father was an ehrlicha Yid who did his
best to raise him. He grew up to be a farmer who did what he could to be an ehrlicha Yid. Although this
farmer struggled to read Hebrew, and was not familiar with the ni'7*o1nn 1710, he put his all in to daven to
Hashem. He developed a strong relationship with a Sefardishe Tzadik in Yerushalayim who would teach
him what to daven, and let him know when Yomim Tovim were coming. The farmer was not concerned
about what people thought about him. He carried himself with a shtoltz. He knew that he was a worthy
person, and he carried himself that way. He would ask whatever questions he needed to, even though
some of the questions sounded foolish, and he was able to fargin himself for his lack of Torah knowledge.
He would tell his family with confidence, “I'd rather be embarrassed from people than to say the wrong thing
to Hashem.” He was a towering giant in nymy and jiny'a. His in'an? nTx |2 was really special. He was
a very pleasant person who always put a smile on the faces of the people around him. This farmer was
very ehrlich with his money. He would give "wyn and sometimes even more than that. His farm was far
away from Yerushalayim. When he visited Yerushalayim, he would bring kosher birds and milk from his
farm to feed the poor Yidden of Yerushalayim.

One year, 07w suffered a drought. The mood was somber, and people were literally wandering the
streets hungry. The situation became very desperate, and the |*T n'a decided to be n'aym 7ia. The next
Monday would be a day of n*aym and n'7'91:m, when they would cry out to Hashem, knowing that the i1ian
nY7iy 7¢ would surely answer their ni'2*om. They had already suffered a lot, and surely it would just take
one more tear to tilt the scale in n'vj, and Hashem would send rain.

Far away from n*'7¢in, on the farm, it was business as usual. The time had come for the farmer to make
the trip to Yerushalayim to buy seed. He climbed onto his wagon and proudly rode to wiTipn 2y n'72wi.
He loved coming to Yerushalayim in the morning, seeing all the boys running to learn from their Rebbe, and
the general hustle and bustle of the city. As always, he brought along some food from the farm for the
children of n*'7¢j1n'. He was very proud of his nj¥n.

“Well, here it is, wiTipn 'y 0*'2¢in!” he exclaimed, as he rode through the gates of the city. He noticed
right away that something was wrong. It seemed awfully quiet. The streets were empty. All he heard was
the birds chirping. He noticed a little boy and called out to him, “Where is everybody?” “Everyone is in shul,”
the boy said. The farmer was horrified, “don't tell me today is naw!? Oh no! | didn’t ride my horse on navj,
did 1?71 “No, today is not maw, it's a nayn,” the boy said. The farmer was relieved, but surprised. How
come the rabbi didn’t tell me that a nayn was coming? The farmer knew that he would be very
embarrassed coming into shul not knowing what to pray. He walked into the main shul to see what was
going on. He saw that everyone was praying away, and he decided to open his 2410 and turn the pages.
However, he didn’t know if he was holding his 7' the right way. In his eagerness to daven he created a
commotion. People became annoyed. He noticed the Rav approaching him, and he said, “I've got to tell
you Rabbi, I'm 2nin you. But I'm upset. | got all embarrassed because | don't know what to say. Why didn’t
you tell me that today was a fast day?” The Rabbi softly explained to him that they hadn't known

1 Cf. Rabbi Berel Wein & Rabbi Warren Goldstein, The Legacy, pg. 4
2 Rabbi Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim shiur #439, Dial-A-Shiur
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beforehand that it was going to be a n1yn. “We just decided a day or two ago, and we had no way of
contacting you.”

The farmer didn’t understand. “You just decided? What does that mean, you just decided?”

“‘Are you wondering why we just decided?” the Rav asked him. “Because there’s no rain. Because
people are starving, that's why. Sometimes, over here in Eretz Yisroel, when there’s no rain, the |'T n'a is
n1yn Tria. That means, we declare a fast day. Surely, had you been here | would have shown you what
to pray and how to pray it.”

“But Rabbi! Do you realize that | didn’t know that, and | ate this morning!”

“I'm sorry!” the Rav apologized. “It's okay, it's not your fault, you didn’t know. You have tremendous
zechusim! Whenever you come, you bring so much food for the people over here in Yerushalayim.” He
turned to the crowd and said, “no one should laugh at him! Even if he was saying the wrong thing! Who
knows...” the Rav continued being j7rnn him, but the farmer interrupted. “Anyway, | don’t understand this
whole business about making a fast just because of some silly rain.”

“Silly rain?” the Rav was shocked. “Silly rain? You of all people! How could you say that? You're a
farmer, aren’t you?”

The farmer proudly responded, “That's right! As a matter of fact, | brought with me lots of birds, and
all sorts of goodies for the children over here in Yerushalayim.”

“We appreciate that very much, but don’t you realize that we need rain? Don’t you see how
everything is drying up and there’s almost nothing left?”

The farmer was still confused. “I don’t understand why you need to go through all this trouble with a fast
day. Why don't you do what | do when it doesn’t rain?!”

Intrigued, the Rav asked, “And what exactly do you do when it doesn’t rain for some time on your farm? It
always seems like you have an ample supply of food, even more than the average person. You are an
ehrlecha Yid. | want to know what you do.”

‘Rabbi, | don’t know what the problem is. When it doesn’t rain, | just take my 170, | walk into my
field, | stand over there between all the chickens and the birds, | look up to the sky and | say, “Father in
Heaven, | am planting food, and raising animals, so that Your children should have what to eat, now please
give me rain!” And right there and then, it always starts raining. | don’t see what the problem is. What do
you need this fasting for, and all this trouble? It's not necessary.”

The Rav asked, “Can you do it now?”
“Why sure, no problem.”

The simple farmer stood there with everyone around him, looked up to the sky, and said, “n%iv 7¢ iaian,
all these people over here in Yerushalayim, they need rain! You are our Father in Heaven. What do You
want? This is Your Holy City! Everyone should die of hunger? | don’t have enough chickens to give
everybody. If it doesn't rain, | won'’t be able to feed everyone. n%iy 7¢ i1ian make rain!” Right there and
then it started pouring, “Woah” the farmer exclaimed. “Get inside, we're gettin’ soaked!”

Somebody once came to the ¥i"1nn the son of the 7Ty nny after being in 7x7¢* yIx. He said that he’s
coming from 7x¢ yax, but he didn’t see what 7'y say that in 7x7¢ Y there are special ninvj,
The ¢i"nn told him this story, quoting it from his father the 7Ty nny and he said to him, “do we have any
nawn about the level of simple nymy of the most vIw9 of T YYIYD in X' YIR? Do we
understand what high ninwa they have?”

The farmer in our story was very special, and unique. The nwn in 'l NJ¥nN Y 719 NIAX NDON says N7
™Y |¥nan. The farmer is a shining example for us to help us internalize the lesson of that niwin.

2|A Life of Truth
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

| bought a new suit, but forgot to cut off the manufacturer’'s label before naw. Is there anything | can
do?

When my suit came back from the cleaners, | didn’'t remove the tag before naw. Can | go out with it?

The hem of my pants became undone. Can | put in a safety pin for the rest of naw?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

My dining room lights went out too early, and we're still in middle of the nTIy0 Can | ask my below-
JI'n age child to turn them on?

Answer: Asking a child to do a NnoN'7n for an adult is absolutely TIOX. This has no connection to the nixn
of 71N, as a child of any age may not be asked to do a ndx7n. The ("T-2"NY) N1N2 MWN writes that if one
tells a child to do a NnINN [N NDX'7?N, he himself is 121V an NN D IO,

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

Would it be better if | bring the baby to the light switch and put his hands on the switch, in order
to get him to turn it on?

Answer: Putting a child’'s hand on a light switch or putting something 1ION in a child’'s hand, is tantamount to
telling him to do the 0N, and is not allowed. However, placing a child near a light switch is not as clear-cut. The
(P NiNY) X" awN seems to lean towards being lenient, but the (I-1"07N) 27N NV [N7W is stringent as it is considered
telling him to do the 1IO'X, and there is also such a nivnwn from the (N-N"MN) ['x. Since it is a question of an

NINN JIO'X one should be stringent, especially since many times the child knowingly does it for the adult

(see answer 3).

QUESTION 3

My 3-year-old saw that | forgot to turn my study lights on before naw and is about to turn them
on for me. Do | have to stop him? | didn’t tell him to turn it on, he just went himself

Answer: Although there is a fair chance that a three-year-old hasn't yet reached the age of Jian,

the child still must be stopped. The (T2-T"7W) |I'¥ "W writes that there is a NINN |n arn for a father to
stop his child from doing a NON'7n in order to benefit the parent. (The arn to stop him would be
[2277TN by someone else’s child.) Therefore, if a below J12'n age child is turning on lights for himself,
he can be left alone, but he must be stopped if doing for an adult.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Safe Separation

When the king of Galicia died without leaving
any heirs or wills behind, it was up to the nobles
of the land to choose a new king. They sought a
king who would project strength and benevolence
simultaneously so that the country could flourish
in peace and prosperity.

After long and careful deliberations, King Paul
was crowned from amongst the other nobles.
With  his  strong leadership  qualities,
compassionate nature, and inborn charisma, he
possessed the necessary character to lead the
kingdom. In addition to all of this, Paul had a
young son, and it was the hope of the nobles that
he would one day succeed his father, perpetuating
his legacy as king of the next generation.

One of the first things King Paul did after his
coronation was call a meeting with his advisors to
discuss the greatest threats to peace within his
kingdom. “I want all my subjects to live in
complete harmony,” he explained. “It is important
to me that there be no rifts between the citizens of
my kingdom. What, would you say, is the greatest
divisive factor tearing this country apart?”

The advisors looked at each other. “Religion,
Your Majesty,” one of them said at last. “There
are many different religions practiced in Galicia,
and the relations between the various religious
groups is hostile.”

“Are some religions treated more decently than
others?” the king wanted to know. “Are some
religious groups reviled and others honored?”

“Well, of course,” the king’s most senior advisor,
seated to his right, confirmed. “Your Majesty, we
are talking about people like Jews. They are
certainly not treated equally to upright
Christians.”

King Paul shook his head. “That will have to stop,
beginning today. This is what causes tension and
rifts in the country, and it is not good for the
kingdom as a whole. However one person feels
about another is not just a personal matter, but a
national matter. If we are to be a strong people,
we must be a united people. And the first step to
accomplishing that is to establish equal rights for
all the citizens of this country, regardless of which
religion they practice.”

Under the king’s directive, a national holiday was
announced. It was to be a festive week-long
holiday, celebrating freedom and equal rights.
“Let each man celebrate according to his own
religion,” the king told his advisors. “But
regardless of how, everyone has to celebrate, to



commemorate the establishment of equality under
the law”

When the news reached the Jewish community in
Galicia, it seemed to be an incredible gift. Not
only would they be granted equality, but they
would also be allowed to celebrate the national
holiday on their own, without being forced to
participate in gentile festivities. A small group of
Jews went to the great tzaddik and mekubal, Rav
Chaya Hosha Halevi, to relay the good tidings.

But Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi did not seem to
share their excitement. “Absolutely not,” he
declared. “We will not celebrate a holiday that
was invented by the gentiles. The only yomim
tovim we celebrate are those given to us by
Hashem.”

“We won’t have to join the gentile festivities,”
they tried explaining to him. “We can celebrate
within our community, in our own way.”

“Even so,” Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi insisted.
“We cannot participate in a holiday arranged by
non-Jews, even if we conduct our own private
celebrations. We are a nation separate from the
gentiles, and what they do has nothing to do with
us.”

The small group of Jews let out a collective sigh.
The king had explicitly expressed his desire to
have all his subjects celebrate, equally, the
establishment of their equality. If the Jewish
community were to abstain from celebrating the
holiday, the king was likely to see that as a
rebellion against his newly-minted throne.

“We will not have any festivities to mark this new
holiday,” Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi reiterated
sternly. “And if there is any Jew in this
community who does celebrate the holiday, |
must be immediately informed of his name.”

The mekubal’s words sparked a deep controversy
in the community. The people were terrified of
igniting the ire of their new king, but they were
also afraid to defy the orders of Rav Chaya Hosha
Halevi. On street corners and in shops, the loaded
question was tossed back and forth. Could they
ignore the king’s directive? Could they really
celebrate if Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi forbid it?

The holiday was called for Parshas Balak, and
when that week rolled around, the Jewish
community had splintered into two distinct parts
over the question. A greater portion of the
community chose to risk angering the king and
obeyed the mekubal. They continued about their
business as usual and avoided any festive activity
that could be misconstrued as celebrating the
national holiday.

About one-third of the community, however, did
not go along with Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi’s
ruling. They felt that there was nothing wrong
with celebrating the holiday, and so they did.
They made a grand Kiddush and families
gathered together joyously.

“There are many families who are celebrating the
national holiday,” someone informed Rav Chaya
Hosha Halevi, as he had instructed.

“Write down their names,” the mekubal said
gravely. “Write down the names of all the Jews
who participated in this non-Jewish holiday.”

Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi then arranged a
gathering in the shul for the entire community,
and he stood at the podium to addressed the
crowd. His expression was extremely serious. “A
terrible breach occurred within our community,”
he began. “There were many Jews who,
unfortunately, did not understand what it means
to keep separate from the gentiles and participated
in a foreign holiday.”



The room was utterly still as the crowd waited to
hear what Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi would say
next. He continued, “It is our obligation to stay
away from the gentiles, to keep ourselves pure
and separate. Our separation is what enables us to
earn Hashem’s protection. Now that the
boundaries have been breached, | fear the decree
that is hovering over our heads. A bitter, painful
decree, brought about by those who have
observed the holiday. And they will be the ones
who will have to pay for it in the end.”

Six months later, his eerie words came to life. A
blood libel was brought against the Jews of
Galicia, but this was not just an ordinary blood
libel. The venomous anti-Semites had chosen not
just any gentile child to butcher before laying the
blame on the Jews.

They chose the young prince himself, the only son
of King Paul.

In the dead of the night, the little prince was
abducted from his bed and murdered in cold
blood. The murderers then wrapped his body and
threw it into the Jewish quarter. It was the perfect
setup for a vicious libel that would ensure the
destruction of all the Jewish cities in Galicia, just
as the anti-Semites waned.

When the palace staff realized that the prince had
vanished from his bed, a massive search
immediately began, and it did not take long for his
body to be discovered in a pile of trash in the
nearby Jewish quarter. As expected, the king was
heartbroken over his son’s ghastly murder and
furious at the Jews for their role.

“I will exact my revenge from those traitorous
Jews,” the king vowed. “It is utterly despicable to
fathom that this is how they pay me back for my
benevolence! | gave them equal rights and
compassion, and then they stab me in the back!”

The Jewish community was plunged into a period
of intense fear and prayer. They understood the
danger that they were in and knew that only a
miracle could save them from the bereaved king’s
revenge. A delegation was sent to the great
mekubal, Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi, to request
that he intercede on their behalf with the king.

“You must realize that we are the ones who
brought this upon ourselves,” Rav Chaya Hosha
Halevi admonished with a sigh. “Those of us who
chose to join the gentiles in their celebration have
directly caused this terrible decree. It is their
actions that have enabled harm to befall us.”

The delegation bowed their heads in
understanding. They understood that the only way
Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi would able to
accomplish anything on their behalf was for those
Jews to fully repent.

Soon, the families who had defied Rav Chaya
Hosha Halevi and celebrated the holiday came to
him, tails between their legs, begging for
forgiveness. They expressed regret for their
actions, which they now understood was wrong,
and pleaded with the mekubal to help them.

Seeing their sincerity, Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi
agreed to go see the king. “But the entire time that
| am there, | want you all to gather in the bais
medrash and pour out your hearts in teshuvah for
your sin,” he stipulated, and they all nodded in
agreement.

It took some time for the mekubal to ready
himself spiritually for the dangerous endeavor he
had undertaken. He was preparing to dabble in the
perilous world of kabbalistic action, which he
understood posed a real risk to his own life, and
he could not do it without serious spiritual
preparation. He went to the mikvah, immersed



himself in his intense thoughts, and then he was
ready to go.

As all the Jews of the city crowded into the bais
medrash to daven, Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi
donned his Shabbos clothing and began to walk
toward the outskirts of the city. He was stopped
before he could get too far.

“Where are you going?” a soldier demanded. He
seemed to have been posted on guard duty at the
entrance of the city.

“I’m a Jewish rabbi, and I’'m going to see the
king,” Rav Chaya Hosha Halebi responded.

“You are doing no such thing,” the soldier
informed him. “No Jew is allowed to leave the
city until the king decides what to do with you.”

“But it’s important,” Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi
countered. “Can you please send a message to the
king that | am a rabbi and | really need to speak
to him?”

“Wait here,” the soldier said tonelessly,
disappearing into this tent to confer with his
supervisor.

The message was sent to the king, and Rav Chaya
Hosha Halevi waited at the entrance of the city for
the reply to come. It took a few hours, but when
it came, the king’s response was positive. A
trembling Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi was led to the
palace.

All the high-ranking priests and advisors were
present in the audience room with the king. The
king, was truly ready to hear another side to the
story and willing to pardon the Jews if it came to
light that they were not responsible for his son’s
deaths, the other officials, on the other hand, were
eager to see the upstart rabbi punished for his
audacity.

“Speak,” King Paul ordered when the mekubal
entered the room and bowed.

“Your Majesty,” Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi said in
a clear, steady voice. “I wanted to tell you, now,
in front of everyone, that I am the one guilty of
murdering your son. The other Jews do not
deserve to be put to death. Kill me, and me alone,
since | am the one who did it.”

“And why did you do 1t?” the king asked hoarsely,
shocked by this admission.

“That I can only tell the king privately,” Rav
Chaya Hosha Halevi said quietly.

The king held his gaze for a few moments, trying
to decide if he could trust him. “Leave the room,”
he ordered the priests and advisors. “I would like
to hear what he has to say.”

When they were alone, the king turned expectant
eyes to the mekbal, who threw himself at the
king’s feet. “Rise,” the king said. “Rise and tell
me your motive.”

Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi stood up and removed a
piece of parchment from his pocket. He folded it
up and handed it to the king to read.

King Paul squinted at the parchment. “It’s
empty,” he stated.

“His Majesty should put the paper close to his
heart,” the mekubal instructed. “Then put it into
his pocket for just a moment. And then he’ll be
able to read the words.”

The king followed his directions and when he
looked at the parchment again, it was no longer
empty. There was a list of ten names on the page,
ten familiar names. Each of the men on the list
was a noble or clergyman close to the king’s inner
circle.



“This 1s a complete list of names of all those who
were responsible for the murder,” Rav Chaya
Hosha Halevi explained.

The king had a bewildered expression on his face.
“I don’t understand. Is this magic?”

“Not magic,” the mekubal said carefully. “But
Heavenly intervention to ensure that the wrong
people are not accused of a crime they did not
commit. The men listed on the paper are the true
perpetuators of murder, and they should not be
allowed to walk the world freely, capable of
repeating their crime, while an entire community
of innocent Jews is destroyed.”

“Absolutely,” the king agreed. “But how do I
know that you are telling me the truth? Perhaps
you framed these men to save your own skin?”

“That should not be too difficult for His Majesty
to investigate,” Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi said
quietly. “And if it turns out that [ am lying, you
can always fall back on your original plan of
annthilating my people.”

“You are a wise man,” the king said, impressed.
“I will do as you say.”

“If T may, I would like to be present when the
punishment of the murderer is discussed,” Rav
Chaya Hosha Halevi requested. “Perhaps this can
happen now, while the advisors still think that |
am responsible. | would like to make my own
suggestion.”

“That should not be a problem,” the king replied,
calling his advisors back into the room. “The
rabbi has explained his motive to me,” he told the
group. “What terrible death do you think he
deserves?”

“Poison,” said one advisor. “But the slow-acting
kind of poison, one that will put him through

immeasurable pain while he begs for death to
overtake him.

“Hanging,” another opined. “It’s by far the most
painful, and it’s also a public spectacle, which
will deter future murderers.”

Then, to everyone’s surprise, the condemned
rabbi himself spoke up. “The one who killed the
king’s son should be brought to the central arena
tomorrow, where he will be killed publicly for
everyone to see. A hat made entirely of metal
should be heated up until its red hot, and the hat
should be placed on the murderer’s head. This
will guarantee a gruesome and painful death.”

The other advisors nodded in agreement, although
they did not understand why the rabbi had
arranged such a terrible death for himself. “He’s
a strange bird,” one advisor murmured.

Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi was placed into custody
to await the following morning while the king
began to make discreet inquiries into the ten
names on the list the rabbi had given him. When
it was clear that the mekubal’s information was
accurate, he had ten metal hats prepared.

When the appointed time arrived the next
morning, a huge crowd gathered in the arena to
witness the rabbi’s cruel death. They watched
eagerly as he was led onto the raised platform.
The king sat before him. “Speak,” he ordered.

“Let the witnesses come forth and say the truth,”
Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi thundered. “Let those
who hate the king in their hearts, those who have
stolen his child and murdered him in cold blood,
admit to their crimes! Let them tell us just how far
they were ready to go to in their efforts to incite
the king against the Jews!”



And then, to everyone’s amazement, a small
group of priests and noblemen began to point
fingers at each other. “He’s the one who thought
of it!” a shiny-headed priest with a pointy beard
declared, shoving one of the king’s advisor’s

angrily.

“You were the one who pressured us to go
ahead!” the nobleman pushed back furiously.

In full view of the crowd, all ten men proceeded
to incriminate themselves in the murder of the
little prince. And before they even had a chance
to process what was happening, Rav Chaya Hosha
Halevi was released from his chains and the ten
men were led up to the platform instead, where
they were duly executed through the burning
metal hats that they had so eagerly approved the
day prior.

“I am so grateful to know that you were not the
murderer,” the king told the mekubal as they left
the arena. “In my heart, I always knew that the
Jews were a good people. From now on, | will
continue to ensure your people are treated kindly
and fairly under my rule. In return, | ask that you
pray for my health and the health of my family, so
that such a thing should not happen again.”

Rav Chaya Hosha Halevi assured him that he
would pray for him, and then returned to the
Jewish quarter, where he was greeted with
Immense gratitude. He utilized the opportunity to
caution the people about remaining separate from
the non-Jews in every way. For even if one does
not actually mingle with the gentiles, celebrating
their holidays, wearing their clothing, or talking
their slang, breaches the boundaries that separate
us from the other nations.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #TB81

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"1
are now available by phone.

USA 732.913.5616 or 718.557.7711
EY. 02.313.6038
Option 1: Vaadim given in BMG

Option 2: Shmussen given in Adelphia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurim

To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalmani@gmail.com

Toras Reb Kalman
Lakewood New Jersey
609.807.1783
torasrebkalman@gmail.com




COMING SOON!
Volume THREE!!!
To be released iyh Chanukah 5785

= TOLD BY —

RAV

Amazing Tales ol Tzaddikim,
Alive with Yiras Shamayim,
Emuneh, and Middos Tovos

Volume TWO of the
“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn”
Book Series is NOW available at your local Judaica
Store.

1. NVINTITV . AV

2

Volume One of the new curriculum series is
NOW available for Schools to purchase.
Many schools have already placed their orders!
Call/email now to reserve your books while
supplies last.

Reading
Writing

with stories of
our Sages

Call/text 609-807-1783 or
Email torasrebkalman@gmail.com for a sample

If you have exceptional content about Reb
Kalman that you think should be inserted into
book 4, please let us know.


mailto:torasrebkalman@gmail.com

ZL @J EMM@ M @@J@E@g PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL 0;’[ 2?\35’?’“

RAV ISSER ZALMAN MELTZER WAS THE ROSH
HAYESHIVA OF YESHIVA ETZ CHAIM IN YERUSHALAYIM.,

HIS GRANDSON, THE YOUNG SHNEUR KOTLER,
TRAVELED FROM AMERICA TO LEARN IN HIS
GRANDFATHER'S LEGENDARY YESHIVA.,

..ZAIDEH, THIS IS
SUCH A BEAUTIFUL PSHAT.
I HAD A DIFFERENT PSHAT
AND WAS B8OTHERED 8Y A
QUESTION...

A LONG TIME PASSED, AND THEN IT WAS TIME
FOR YOUNG SHNEUR TO RETURN TO AMERICA.

ZAIDEH!

THE MOST VALUABLE
THING T WILL TAKE HOME WITH
ME 1S THE PRECIOUS TORAH
I HAVE LEARNED WITH THE

HE WENT TO TAKE LEAVE OF HIS GRANDFATHER, AND R’
ISSER ZALMAN WALKED HIM TO THE WAITING TAXI.

ZAIDEH, T CANNOT
SAY IN WORDS HOW MUCH
T WILL MISS YOU AND ALL
THE TORAH WE LEARNED
TOGETHER.

TO SHNEUR’'S SURPRISE, RAV ISSER ZALMAN DID
NOT REACT AS HE EXPECTED.

MY PRECIOUS
GRANDSON, MY HEART IS
ACHING AS T SEE YOU LEAVE...
PLEASE, LET US NOT EMBRACE
-- JUST SHAKE MY HAND. L'CHAIM
UL'SHOLOM.. TZEISCHEM
L'SHOLOM!

II i

8UT...
8UT...I DON'T

LINDERSTAND....

LET ME EXPLAIN, MY DEAR GRANDSON.
DO YOU SEE THOSE BOCHURIM OVER THERE?
SINCE WORLD WAR II, MANY OF THEM HAVE NO
FAMILIES AT ALL. I'D LIKE NOTHING MORE THAN TO
GIVE MY PRECIOUS EINIKEL A HUG AND A KISS, 8UT
NOT AT THE PRICE OF CAUSING PAIN TO THOSE
OTHER BOCHURIM. THEY HAVE NO PARENTS OR
GRANDPARENTS TO 60O HOME TO.

R’ ISSER ZALMAN MELTZER D731 WAS BORN IN MIR, POLAND, TO 19 372 1 AND 517 onn AT THE AGE OF 10, HE
LEARNED WITH 210 DY> /7 LIPMAN, 27 OF MIR. AT MY¥N 712 AGE, HE LEARNED IN VOLOZHIN NV FOR 7 YEARS WHERE
HE WAS A PN THIN OF THE 1Y) AND DN 1 SOLOVEITCHIK 9781, HE MARRIED NP1 N2 (DAUGHTER OF R’
SHRAGA FElVEL FRANK 971> IN 1841, IN 1894, R’ ISSER ZALMAN WAS APPOINTED 8Y RAV NOSSON TZVI FINKEL AS A
YV TIN AT THE SLABODKA NV, TOGETHER WITH HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW, R” MOSHE MORDECHAI EPSTEIN D7/N1. HE
BECAME NP WUNT IN SLUTSK IN 18Q7 AND IN 1903 BECAME THE SLUTZKER 17, A POSITION HE HELD FOR 20 YEARS.
IN 1933, HE FLED WITH HIS N2>DY? TO KLETSK, POLAND. IN 1934, HE EMIGRATED TO YNI¥’ YN AND BECAME YN
NPY) OF DMN \Y NDY IN D9YID. BESIDES HIS N1YINY IN NTIY) NIM, HE WAS KNOWN AS A N99) TDN Yya AND
WAS THE WNI 2P1 OF THE N7INM Y91T) NYYiN. HE AUTHORED 0721070 9y 9IND 1IN, HIS DXTRYN INCLUDED N9y ™ 3 [
YOOV ALERBACH, 1IN DT 7 HENKIN 5783, NTIN? 9290 ) LEFKOWITZ 9781, 59910 980n? 11 FEINSTEIN 97783, Ny 1 fl’ u Al
FEINSTEIN 97%1, 10 DNID YON 1 SHACH 97781, AND MANY OTHERS. T,
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