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Keeping the Separation
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Rav Dovid Soloveizik zt”l asks the following question: Chazal say that Rivka was concerned because

she felt “vayisrotzetzu habanim b’kirbah” when she passed a bais avodah zarah. If this was Rivka’s

concern, how did it help that she was informed that she would have two children, one a tzaddik and

one a rasha? Wouldn’t she still be having a son who would be oveid avodah zarah?

Rav Dovid brings an answer from his father, the Brisker Rav. He explains that what calmed Rivka was
the besurah that shnei I'eumim mi’‘meiayich yipareidu. Rivka’s concern was that if she would conceive
two brothers, one a tzaddik and one a rasha, the rasha would undoubtably influence the tzaddik and
even the tzaddik was at risk. The response was that no, the brother’s would not get along — I'om
m’lom ye’ematz v’rav yaavod tza’ir, as Rashi explains Yaakov and Eisav would never co-exist, k’shzeh
kam, zeh nofeil. Therefore, there was no risk to Yaakov remaining a tzaddik.

We may add that at the end of the Parshah, we find a difference of opinions between Yitzchak Avinu
and Rivka Imeinu whether the brachos should be given to Eisav or to Yaakov. The mefarshim explain
that Yitzchak’s plan was to create a working Yissochar-Zevulun relationship between Yaakov ad Eisav.
Rivka, I’shitasah, could not accept this plan. Growing up in the house of Lavan, she had witnessed
firsthand the difficulty of an association with a rasha and she knew that it would inevitably harm
Yaakov. That is the reason she was so distraught in the beginning of the Parshah and the only
consolation was that they would remain separate. Now, again, she felt it would be counterproductive
to arrange such a partnership between Yaakov and Eisav and her only option was to arrange for
Yaakov to receive the brachos instead.
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Long-Term Rift
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The pasuk tells us that when Eisav came to Yaakov to bring the ma’adanim and realized that he had
been tricked, Yitzchak Avinu informed him that “Your brother came with deception and took your
brachos.”

Rav Shlomo Breslauer zt”l (father of Rav Dovid shlita) asked that why did Yitzchak find it necessary to
tell Eisav that Yaakov stole it from him? Isn’t that rechilus?

Rav Breslauer answered with a most powerful insight. Until now, Yitzchak had thought that Eisav was
also a tzaddik. As the meforshim explain, he believed that Yaakov and Eisav would be able to co-exist
in a Yissochar-Zevulun relationship. Now, however, the truth had been exposed. When Yaakov had
come in, Yitzchok had smelled the rei’‘ach of Gan Eden while when Eisav arrived, he saw Gehinnom
pasuach I'fanav. The mask had been removed and Yitzchok now realized that Eisav was indeed a rasha
and there was no way that partnership could exist.

This realization, explains Rav Breslauer, is precisely why Yitzchok Avinu decided to inform Eisav that it
was Yaakov who deceptively stole the brachos. When Yitzchak realized that Eisav was a rasha, he was
concerned that Yaakov’s connection with Eisav would harm him spiritually. Therefore, he decided to
preemptively sabotage the relationship by planting sinah in Eisav’s heart. Ba achicha b’mirmah
resulted in vayistom eisav es Yaakov. A deep, relentless sinah was planted in Eisav’s heart, a profound
hatred that would last until the end of times, thus guaranteeing the eternal divide between Yaakov
and Eisav.

The tzaros klal Yisrael endured as a result of that sinah - which has accompanied us throughout the
course of this long and dark galus edom - defies description. But if that is what is necessary to keep us |
segregated and insulated, then it is well worth it.

Over the past year, there has been a stark emergence of anti-semitism across the world. With the
recent “pogrom” in Denmark and the riots in Montreal, sinas Yisrael continues to rage beyond control.
While we daven for a yeshuah and for the ultimate geulah, the halachah — Eisav sonei es Yaakov
teaches us an eternal lesson: Yidden and goyim must always remain separate, and for that goal, it’s
worth being hated.
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Positive Servitude
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The Seforno asks, if Yitzchak believed he was giving the brachos to Eisav, why was it necessary to
bentch him that he should be g’vir I'achechah? Even if Eisav was deserving of brachah, Yaakov was
also a tzaddik, why did he deserve to be subjugated under his brother Eisav?

The Seforno answers that Yitzchak believed that this avdus would actually be beneficial for Yaakov.
Yitzchak recognized that for Yaakov’s success in Torah and avodah, it is crucial that he not get caught
up in redifas ta’anugim and olam hazeh. History has proven, says the Seforno, that when Klal Yisrael
is too comfortable and enjoys too many liberties, we end up getting too involved in Olam Hazeh.
Therefore, Yitzchak specifically bentched Eisav that he should subjugate Yaakov to a degree,
“sheyichyeh im eizeh shibud,” in order to keep Yaakov’s focus on Olam Habah and not on Olam Hazeh.

We live in a society where liberties and rights are everything, but the Seforno is teaching us that it
depends where a person’s focus is. If the goal is Olam Habah, then not being able to enjoy complete
liberty is not necessarily detrimental, it is actually helpful as it keeps us on the right track!
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A Treasure

Rav Yaakov Galinsky zt”l had a brother-in-law named Rav Zalman Astolin zt”l. Like Rav Galinsky, Rav Zalman suffered through
years of gehinnom at the hands of the Soviets and spent a part of his life locked in a prison camp in the frozen wastelands
of Siberia.

When Hashem allowed him to be freed, he made his way to Eretz Yisroel where he spent his first Shabbos in the home of
Rav Galinsky in Bnei Brak. On Shabbos morning, they went to daven at the famous Lederman’s Shul at the neitz minyan.
Rav Astolin could not contain his joy and davened out loud and with great enthusiasm. After davening, Rav Astolin asked
Rav Galinsky if he could just stay in the shul for a little bit longer; he knew how to get back to Rav Galinsky’s house.

But the morning passed and he didn’t come home! Rav Galinsky grew worried and finally went back to the shul to see if
his brother-in-law was still there. And there he was, sitting in the back of the shul, listening to the people from the next
minyan davening with a look of pure delight on his face!

“Do you know what you have here?!” he asked Rav Galinsky. “You have a treasure here! | spent years not having the ability
to daven with a minyan; to say amen, answer kaddish or kedusha; to be in a shul! | kept track of all the things | missed while
| was in Siberia and now I'm trying to make it up by going to minyan after minyan and making up for what I’'ve lost. Does
everyone realize what a treasure that they have here?”

Saved From a Libel

Shortly before Pesach, a non-Jewish child was found murdered in the city of Buskevitch. A knife found at the scene of the
crime was determined to belong to the Rav of the city, Ray Shmuel Halevi, author of Machatzis Hashekel.

The mayor of the city, who was friendly with the Rav, arranged for a fair trial to be held, and even granted Reb Shmuel a
lawyer to defend him. The lawyer advised Reb Shmuel to deny that the knife came from his house. “That way, they won’t
be able to pin the crime on you,” he explained. But Reb Shmuel refused to lie. At the trial, he told the judge that the knife
was indeed from his home, adding that it must have been stolen and planted at the scene of the crime in an effort to make
him appear guilty.

The judge was impressed with Reb Shmuel’s honesty; after all, he could easily have denied ownership of the knife. He was
inclined to judge Reb Shmuel favorably and declared him innocent. But the chief of police protested. “The Rabbi did not
deny ownership of the knife because he knew we have a witness who can testify that it does belong to him.” he insisted.

The witness, a Christian youth who had once worked as a servant in the Ray’s home, testified that he could prove for certain
that the knife belonged to the Rav. He described a small scratch on a specific location on the blade of the knife. The judge
checked the knife and found the scratch the youth had described.
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Now Reb Shmuel spoke up. “Your honor,” he said to the judges “how could this youth know which of the many knives in my
house was used to commit the crime? The only possible answer is that he stole the knife from my home and used it to
murder the innocent child!”

After additional interrogation, the youth broke down and admitted the truth. Had Reb Shmuel denied ownership of the
knife, the judge would have been inclined to believe the witness and the entire Jewish community would have suffered as
a result. It was Reb Shmuel’s firm decision to only speak the truth no matter what, that saved the day. When asked why he
had done it, he later explained that when the Shevatim were told by Yosef to bring Binyomin to Mitzrayim, Yehuda could
have taken another child and told Yosef that this was Binyomin, but he did not do so since he could not bring himself to tell
a lie.

Tefillin in the Concentration Camp

R’ Yosef Wallis, director of Arachim of Israel, told the following story about his father, Yehuda Wallis, who was born and
raised in Pavenitz, Poland, and suffered through the Holocaust:

While he was in Dachau, a Jew who was being taken to his death suddenly flung a small bag at Yehuda, who caught it,
thinking it might contain a piece of bread. Upon opening it, he was disturbed to discover a pair of tefillin. Yehuda was very
frightened because he knew that were he to be caught carrying tefillin, he would be put to death instantly, so he hid the
tefillin under his shirt and headed straight for his bunkhouse.

In the morning, just before the roll call, he put on the tefillin, and while he was wearing them, a German officer suddenly
appeared Furiously he ordered him to remove the tefillin, took note of the number on Yehuda’s arm, and ordered him to go
straight to the roll call.

A short while later, in front of thousands of Jews, the officer called out Yehuda’s number, and he had no choice but to step
forward. The German officer waved the tefillin in the air and said, “Dog! | sentence you to death by public hanging for
wearing these!” Yehuda was placed on a stool and a noose was put around his neck. Before he was hanged, the officer said
in a mocking tone, “Dog, what is your last wish?” Yehuda replied, “To wear my tefillin one last time.”

The officer was dumbfounded. He handed Yehuda the tefillin. As Yehuda put them on, he recited the pasuk that is said while
the tefillin are being wound around the fingers “V’eirastich li...."

It is hard for us to picture this yid with a rope around his neck and wearing tefillin on his head and arm, but that was the
scene that the entire camp was forced to watch, as they awaited the impending hanging of the Jew who had dared to break
the rule against wearing tefillin. Even women from the adjoining camp were lined up at the barbed wire fence that separated
them from the men’s camp, forced to watch this horrible sight.

As Yehuda turned to watch the silent crowd, he saw tears in many people’s eyes. Even at that moment, as he was about to
be hanged, he was shocked. Jews were crying! How was it possible that they still had tears left to shed? And for a stranger?
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Where were those tears coming from? Impulsively, in Yiddish, he called out, “Yidden, don’t cry! With tefillin on, | am the
victor! Don’t you understand, | am the winner!”

A German officer understood the Yiddish and was infuriated. He said to Yehuda, “You dog! You think you are the winner?
Hanging is too good for you! You are going to get a different kind of death.”

Yehuda, was taken from the stool and the noose was removed from his neck. He was forced into a squatting position and
two huge rocks were placed under his arms, for him to hold. Then he was told that he would be receiving twenty-five lashes
to his head — the head on which he had dared to position his tefillin. The officer told him that if he dropped even one of
the rocks, he would be shot immediately. In fact, because this was such an extremely painful form of death, the officer
advised him, “Drop the rocks now. You will never survive the twenty-five lashes to the head. Nobody ever does.” Yehuda’s
response was, “l won’t give you the pleasure.”

At the twenty fifth lash, Yehuda lost consciousness and was left for dead. He was about to be dragged to a pile of corpses,
after which he would have been burned in a ditch, when another Jew saw him, shoved him to the side, and covered his
head with a rag, so people didn’t realize that he was alive. Eventually, after he recovered consciousness fully, he crawled to
the nearest bunkhouse, and hid under it until he was able to regain some strength.

Two months later he was liberated.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

mMI%in nwao

1. List three people that were ¥o7» in this week’s nwA9.

2. List 4 words that are found twice in a row in this week’s nvM9.

3. Name three places in YN9v> XX today that are mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
4. Where do we find 2apy> 57p 5)7pn described as a weapon?

5. Who in this week’s nw19 had the same number of sons as both his uncle
and his nephew? !

6. What connection does each of the following numbers have with this week’s
nw1e? 2, 2,2, 40,40, 63% 100.

7. lam given an extra,
To me the royal throne continues,
| have a special nvYTp,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwA9,
Who am I?

8. lam a phrase,
| am best known from a quote on NVa Y,
| am found many times in NWYNY2 790,
| was used by 'n by the Xvn of the nyTn \Y,
| was used by Ny19 to DNHAN,
| was used by apy to yaY,
| was used by the o>vaw when they returned from qov.
| am used in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I?

! One of the relatives is found in this week’s nwI9. Both are found in next week’s nwAa.
Another hint? The number of sons is 12.
%t is a calculated number that is connected to the N1 but is not stated wan.




Angwers

1. 1-2) ovn WM is apy and ywy 3) ¥IRN DT is PNy

2. DNHAN DNIIAN, DYTN DYTN, DI DIPN NN NN
3. DYV NNND, MANI and yav XA

4. apy> says he conquered bow with >nwpay »a9n. 0NN explains this to mean
YNDAN.

5. Ynynw. YInynw had 12 children (see 20,n3), as well as his uncle 9103 (see 5,15)
and his nephew apy>.

6. 2 - IUM APy (77022 DY) NVY), NN wives of Wy, goats served to pnNY>
40 - The age of pn¥> when he got married
40 - The age of ywy when he got married
63 - The age of apy> when he left for yn
100 - The N2 of DYV NN

7. lam given an extra share,
To me the royal throne continues,
NWYTP used to depend on me,
Until my kind were xvn,
| am mentioned in this week’s nv9,
Who am I?

8. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

| was used by a P>y, - DNIAN

| was not used by his relative, -0Y

Although at times | am required to be used, - when passing other people’s fields
At times there is an N2y to use me. - WA MY DONN XD

| am implied in this week’s nwn9. - (WY 7Y, T) PYITR OODIN

Who am I? - A muzzle

,IND DNT 12 PR DWW NTHIAN — NNHY NNIIYD
977090 TOON 12 TYT PNYY ,N7Y APY TIT N 192 1592 ,973 DNNIAN 12 DINY YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMNY MM YOO
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Pischei Parsha — Toldos
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

Avraham davened that Hashem should remember the zechus of Akeidas Yitzchak for his descendants’,
and that Har HaMoriah should be a permanent location for serving Hashem.?2 Who was the earliest
descendant of Avraham to daven for something at Har HaMoriah?

That is where Yitzchak went to daven for children.?

Although Yitzchak and Rivkah davened to have children, Hashem answered the tefillos of Yitzchak,
because he was a tzaddik ben tzaddik — a righteous person, son of a righteous person.* Where is this
concept relevant halacha I’'maaseh?

When appointing a chazzan, it is preferable to choose a {zaddik ben tzaddik, because his tefillos are more
effective.’

Name someone, besides Avraham, who has “appeared” in every parsha from Breishis through Toldos,
except one, sometimes mentioned directly, and sometimes referenced without actually being
mentioned by name.®
Sheim ben Noach...
is born in the end of Breishis’,
and appears prominently in Parshas Noach®.
Chazal explain that Malkitzedek, who gave gifts to Avraham in Parshas Lech Lecha, is Shem ben
Noach.?
Sheim was invited to the seudah made in honor of baby-Yitzchak in Parshas Vayeira'®,
and after taking a brief hiatus in Parshas Chayei Sarah, he advises Rivkah regarding her twins in the
beginning of Parshas Toldos.

Which of the avos was the youngest when he first had children?
Yitzchak was 60'2, whereas Avraham was 86 when Yishmael was born'3, and Yaakov was 84 when he
married Leah.

Who named Yaakov and Eisav?
When ONLOOKERS saw that Eisav was “wai nwya” — “Finished being made,” because he was as hairy as
someone much older, they all called him “lwy”'%; Yaakov was named by Hashem'®, or by Yitzchak'’.
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Eisav spoke in a rough and rude manner, even when speaking to his father.'® When was the ONE time
he spoke nicely and said “please”?

When he asked Yaakov for food." Some people only speak nicely when seeking to manipulate another, or
achieve a desired goal. We should be careful to always speak nicely.?°

After Yaakov made a deal with Eisav regarding the bechorah, what did Yaakov feed him?

BREAD and lentil stew. Although Eisav only asked for the lentil stew, Yaakov wanted to make sure that Eisav
was full and satisfied before closing the deal, so that Eisav couldn’t later claim that he only sold the bechorah
as a result of starving desperation.?!

How old were Yaakov and Eisav when Yaakov bought the bechorah?

Yaakov and Eisav were 60 years younger than Yitzchak.?? Yitzchak was 100 years younger than Avraham.?
Yaakov and Eisav were thus 160 years younger than Avraham. Yaakov prepared lentil stew for Yitzchak when
Avraham died at the age of 175, at which point Yaakov and Eisav were 15. (Note: Eisav was already a
murderer!?4)

How old were Yaakov and Eisav when Yaakov got the berachos?
63.%

Yitzchak was worried that he would soon pass away, so he summoned Eisav in order to give him
berachos.?® Likewise, when Eisav realized that he was tricked, he said, “My father is going to die soon,
and then I'll kill Yaakov.”?” How much longer did Yitzchak live after this episode?

Yitzchak grew concerned about his imminent death upon reaching the age of 123, which was within 5 years of
the age of 127 at which his mother died.?® In reality, he lived another 57 years, to the age of 180.2°

When and why did Eisav get the nickname “Edom”?

When he asked for the “red” lentils from Yaakov, people began calling him “Edom” (red)3® because:
People mocked his decision to sell the bechorah for some food.3'
He chose this nickname himself, because he appreciated that he owed his life to this red food.3?
His desire for red food made people realize that his red complexion wasn’t merely a result of an
incidental issue with blood absorption, but was actually part of his nature.3?

183" 1" "un

¥ A"

20 Growth Through Torah quoting 7w nn pg. 152
211" 2" nin natx
21"y 0"

2N

20" n" "un
2'opn" 2T "N
631"

X" ™

2813 1" "N

2n" "

0 A"

31"ann, 0"avwn
321"y T i ,n"nIN
Bapr o

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com




Why was Yitzchak blind?
His eyes were negatively affected by the smoke from the avodah zara of Eisav’s wives.
When the malachim saw that Avraham was prepared to slaughter Yitzchak, they cried, and their tears
fell into Yitzchak’s eyes, affecting his eyesight.
So that Yaakov could get the berachos.?*
When Avimelech found out that Sarah was married to Avraham, he said to her, “Hinei hu lach k’sus
einayim,”3® “Behold his is a covering for your eyes,” thereby cursing her eyesight, and the curse was
fulfilled in her son.3¢
He lost his eyesight due to old age, and the same thing occurred to Yaakov®’.38

What miracle occurred which allowed Yaakov to get the berachos instead of Eisav?
JUST as Yitzchak finished giving Yaakov the berachos, Eisav returned from hunting. Had Eisav come a minute
earlier, Yaakov’s plan would have been foiled.3°

A tzaddik bought something very valuable from a rasha, and paid him with food. Later, the tzaddik’s
descendant did the same thing to the rasha’s descendant. Who are they?

Yaakov bought the bechorah from Eisav, and Mordechai bought Haman as a servant, both in exchange for
food.*0 Amazingly, the roshei teivos of Eisav’s request, “...;n X1 n0'v7n” (please feed me from...), spell
Haman!4'

JUST CURIOUS

When the Torah introduces someone, it usually lists the person’s parents. When Rivkah is mentioned,
why does the Torah also list her brother?4?
To stress that Rivkah became a tzadekes despite her wicked brother.*3
He was more known and important than her father.*4
To explain how Eisav could possibly come from Rivkah: most sons tend to take after their mother’s
brother.4°
Before Rivkah married Yitzchak, Lavan gave her a beracha that she should have children. Here, the
pasuk reminds us of Lavan, and then immediately describes that Yitzchak davened for children, to
stress that it was Yitzchak’s tefillah, not Lavan’s beracha, which was effective.*®

Yitzchak asked Hashem for children over and over again, even though Hashem kept denying his
request.*” We are encouraged to do the same.*® Isn’t it rude and inappropriate to pester someone Who
already said, “No”?

When talking to a person, wherein the goal is just to get what we want, yes. Regarding Hashem, He wants us
to talk to Him over and over again so we can develop a relationship, and may even be withholding what we
want so that we will keep talking to Him!4
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What was red about Eisav — his skin or his hair?
His skin was red due to poor blood absorption.%°

When Eisav asked Yaakov for food, why did he call it, “Ha’adom, Ha’adom hazeh,’®" repetitively calling
it “the red, the red” food?
This phrase is appropriate for something very red, such as red tzaraas which is called “adamdam?®2.”%3
When one quickly asks for something with a sense of urgency, he tends to repeat himself, “I need the
red stuff! The red stuff! Now!”%*
Addressing someone by doubling their name indicates fondness, such as when the malach called out,
“Avraham, Avraham,” at the akeidah®. Likewise, at this moment, when Yaakov was preparing the
seudas havraah after Avraham had passed away, Eisav could only focus on his own desires, and
lovingly called for “the red, the precious red food.”5®

How could Eisav make such a bad decision, and sell his bechorah for one bowl of soup?!
The “common denominator” among foolish decisions is the choice to fulfill immediate desires, while ignoring
future ramifications.%”

When Eisav said, “I’'m tired — gimme some of that red stuff,” Yaakov realized that he wasn’t suitable to
serve as the bechor. What is so bad about what Eisav said?

WhenYaakov saw that Eisav was so involved in his work, to the point that when he came home he couldn’t
free his mind enough to even recognize what type of food he was viewing, rather, all he could perceive was its
color, Yaakov realized that Eisav lacked the middos necessary to serve as a bechor.%®

Often, when a person works on one mitzvah, the effects spill over to the rest of his Avodas Hashem,
and he grows in many areas. Eisav performed kibbud av v’eim.*® How did this have absolutely no effect
on him, such that he remained a rasha?

Eisav didn’t view kibbud av v’eim as PART of a general life of serving Hashem. Rather, he turned it into an
independent value, and thus, performing this mitzvah didn’t motivate him to work on himself in other areas.®°

As Yitzchak concluded his interactions with Avimelech, Yitzchak’s servants informed him that they had
dug a well. Yitzchak called the well “Shiva,” and, as a result, the city was named “Be’er Sheva.”%’
Didn’t Avraham already call this area “Be’er Sheva,” upon making a treaty with Avimelech®??
Both Avraham and Yitzchak called this place “Be’er Sheva,” in reference to their treaties with
Avimelech.8?
This Be’er Sheva was a different city, which was given the same name.%*
Previously, the name “Be’er Sheva” referred only to a shvuah-treaty. Now, the name referred to both a
shvuah, and this 7t (sheva) well dug by Yitzchak.?> [Continued on next page.]
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e Previously, the “makom” (area) was called “Be’er Sheva,” but now a specific “ir” (city) was given this
name.5¢

Heeding the prophetic instructions of Rivka, Yaakov pretended that he was Eisav. Ordinarily, are you
allowed to pretend you’re an idolator?

If there is a decree against Bnei Yisrael, one is not allowed to say he is an idolator, but he can change his
clothing to avoid detection.®” He can also trick the enemy, such as by saying something vague which could be
understood as meaning that he is an idolator, while having something else in mind.®® The poskim discuss
applications of these halachos.

Yaakov was terrified that Yitzchak would realize that he wasn’t Eisav. How could he “slip” and say,
“Hashem helped me,” leading Yitzchak to become suspicious?®

When someone has good habits, and speaks like a ben Torah, it's almost impossible to even pretend to
behave otherwise.”

How far away did Yaakov get before Eisav entered to receive the berachos?
When Eisav entered, Yaakov was still in the room, hidden behind the door.”

Yitzchak began his beracha to Yaakov with the words, “V’yiten Lecha.”’> Why do we say these pesukim
on Motzaei Shabbos?

We say these pesukim of beracha at the beginning of the week in order to earn these berachos in our weekday
activities.”

Most people bless their children, “You should grow up to be a big tzaddik and a big talmid chacham,
etc.” Why did the berachos of Yitzchak focus on physical success?

Yitzchak planned to bless Eisav with worldly success so that Eisav could assist Yaakov’s pursuit of Torah, and
Eisav would thereby earn olam haba. After Yaakov received the berachos himself, Yitzchak told Eisav, “Now
that your assistance is unnecessary, it is impossible for me to give you a beracha: physical success is only a

beracha if it aides spiritual growth, but since you will not direct your success towards Yaakov's spirituality, it
would not be a beracha, and would actually be harmful to you.”7*

When Yitzchak discovered that he gave the berachos to someone other than Eisav, he asks, in shock,
“WHO WAS IT that brought me food, to whom | already gave the berachos?!” Eisav screamed, and
replied, “Give me a beracha too!” Yitzchak explains, “Your brother already took them.” Wait — Yitzchak
DID know who took them?

After wondering aloud who it could have been, he realized that it must have been Yaakov, because the
berachos could only take effect on one of Yitzchak’s children.”®
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When Yitzchak discovered that he gave the berachos to someone other than Eisav, he initially reacted
in bewildered shock, asking multiple questions regarding who it could have been, but then in the same
sentence he concludes, “He should be blessed!” How did he transition so quickly?

By asking these questions, Yitzchak was actually highlighting that it was clearly Hashem’s plan for this other
person to get the berachos. Yitzchak noted: “Eifo — where is he, and how did he disappear so quickly?”7¢
“Hatzad tzayid — how did someone without Eisav’s skill in hunting catch an animal so quickly?” “Vayavei li —
how did he know to bring it to me, without my asking?” “Vaochal mikol — why did | eat more than my typical
amount?” “B’terem tavo — how did he manage to come and go before Eisav came?” “Va’avar'cheihu — how did
| not realize he was someone else?” Yitzchak thus concludes, “He should keep the berachos!”’”

IN YOUR OPINION

When is it fair to blame one’s upbringing for his lack of spiritual growth?
Rivkah grew up surrounded by avodah zara, reshaim, and murderers (remember — Besuel tried to Kill
Eliezer’®), yet she became a neviah, and the mother of Klal Yisrael!”®

Have you ever seen someone try to accomplish something (like, make it onto a team, get a role in a
play, etc.), and upon not succeeding claim, “Ha! I’'m glad | didn’t make it! | would never really want to
be part of that thing anyway!”? (No names please.) Why do we do that?

When Eisav sold the bechorah, he disgraced it, boasting that he managed to sell something worthless. 48
years later, when Yaakov got the berachos, Eisav complained bitterly that Yaakov took the bechorah! It turns
out that deep down he felt like he missed out, but had to cover up that feeling by claiming that he didn’t care.®

Yaakov experienced 2 very scary moments when getting the berachos from Yitzchak. First, his father
said, “Something doesn’t sound right — let me feel you,” which Yaakov had worried might happen.?!
Second, as Eisav entered, Yaakov had to slip out unnoticed.? Which do you think is scarier?

Have you ever suddenly realized that you made a big mistake? How did it feel? What is the best way to
point out to someone that he has made a mistake?

Even though Yitzchak understood that he was going to be sacrificed during Akeidas Yitzchak, he went along
with it voluntarily.83 Yet, when he found out that he gave the “wrong person” the berachos, he was seized by
tremendous fear®, because the realization that he had made a mistake for many years regarding his
assessment of Eisav was very painful.8® If we need to point out to someone that he has erred, we should be
extremely sensitive and strategic, understanding that he will feel distressed, and will likely feel the need to
deny his mistake.®
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CHAYEINY

Weekly A Life of Truth

Shabhos tspiration €/ Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
7NAN' YN NIyl

By the beginning of x"n, the 1930’s, life in Russia had become unbearable for Yidden. In 1932, the Kahan™family ran away from Russia and
headed for the United States.! It was a desperate move. American Jewry was becoming more and more assimilated in those days; but the
Kahans had no choice. Their escape route took them through Poland, and they detoured to Radin to receive the Chofetz Chaim’s n37a. The
D*n Y9N va'7mn lovingly sat their one-year-old Shmuel on his lap, placed his hands on Shmuel’s head, and said over the whole [n> n>1a to
him. ".0i?7¢ 7 DY 72X 1119 DYWN KW' .0 N 109 DYWD IR .Y Dwn 972" - It seemed like the Chofetz Chaim had finished,
so his talmid, Rav Yerucham Gorelick, reached forward to take the baby, but the Chofetz Chaim motioned for him not to, and he continued to
bentch the little boy. “Furthermore, | bless you that you should enlighten the world with n1im.” The Chofetz Chaim paused, then went on. “And
| give you a np1a that your enemies should never have any power over you.” With that, he passed the child back to his parents. They had
received a tremendous n21a from the Chofetz Chaim. It was clear to all present that the Chofetz Chaim had been speaking with wiTipn nin.
With a np7a like that, they had nothing to worry about!

The Kahans settled down in Massachusetts. Shmuel went to Yeshiva in New York, and as the Chofetz Chaim had predicted he became a great
Don TN'7A. He was still in his early twenties when he was nit to be naim yran as the rav of a prestigious shul in Brooklyn, New York.
However, R’ Shmuel's rabbanus was cut short. In the early 1960’s he was drafted into the Marines in LeJeune, North Carolina, and from there
he was placed on active duty with the Navy. One day, as R’ Shmuel was walking to the Brooklyn Navy Yard, he began to reflect, Wow! | can't
believe this happened to me. n'p19 NRAwn, that's what it is! nwin 3412 at least | can close my eyes and think about the np7a that the yon
D*n gave me when | was a child. Hopefully it will be a N for both my niani1 and my n1'awia. | am beginning intensive training in the
submarine service. | don’t know how | wound up over here. | guess that somehow, | have to be [jznn something deep in the oceans and make
nix72 over there. Hmm, what'’s this in that store window? Some sixth sense had made him stop and peer through the window of an old Army-
Navy surplus store. Most of the items on display were typical, but then he saw an old hand generator. On a whim, R” Shmuel walked into the
store and approached the owner, “Excuse me, sir. How much does that thing cost?” “That hand generator?” the man rejoined, “It's from World
War I. It can come in handy if you need electricity somewhere, it costs thirty-five dollars.” For some reason, R’ Shmuel himself couldn't figure
out why, he was interested in the generator. “How much would it cost to have it refurbished?” he asked the owner. “I'll tell you what. You look
like a nice respectable man. You're also an officer. Let me surprise you with it! I'll make it look as good as new, but it will cost you seventy-five
dollars.” That was a lot of money, but somehow R’ Shmuel found himself agreeing to pay it. “I really want it to be in perfect condition,” R* Shmuel
advised him. The man reassured him. “I told you I'd surprise you with it. Just wait and see!”

A whole week passed by. It was a busy week for R Shmuel, and he would be leaving the base soon. He was running around town and passed
by the Army Surplus store again. ‘I totally forgot!” he exclaimed, “here’s that store again.” R” Shmuel walked into the store and was greeted by
the owner, “Hey, what took you so long?! Look at what I've got for you!” R’ Shmuel gasped! True to the owner’s word, the generator now looked
like a work of art. The polished brass shone under the lights. R* Shmuel took the handle, “Let me give this handle a spin.” He gave it a spin and
the generator revolved thousands of times, spinning for ten minutes straight. Then, R* Shmuel carefully tried lifting the generator. “Woah! It
weighs about 75 pounds!” That gave him second thoughts. “Listen, I-| don’t know if it's...” “You don’t know?! | spent a whole night polishing and
spinning it, and now you're telling me you don’t know?!!” “Okay,” R* Shmuel said, I'll buy it. “Now, how am | going to carry this?” “I'll throw in a
nice leather case for you, what do you say to that, huh?” R’ Shmuel brought his new purchase home. From then on, the generator always came
with him whenever he boarded a submarine.

In 1962, Soviet nuclear missiles were found in Cuba. It caused a major conflict which brought the United States and the Soviet Union close to
war. R” Shmuel was stationed in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. He kept on davening for xmviT xmyo, and Boruch Hashem, despite his
surroundings, he managed to avoid treifa food, and he never took off his yarmulka despite the pointed comments that he got about it. He was
determined to live as a Torah Jew, just as he did back home in New York. At his first opportunity upon arriving in Cuba, R” Shmuel went to
formally greet the commanding officer, Admiral O’'Donnell. R* Shmuel donned his dress whites, put on all his ribbons and decorations, and pulled
on his white gloves. When he arrived at the admiral’s house, R' Shmuel was told that the admiral would be in shortly. Out of respect, R* Shmuel
took off his hat, exposing his yarmulka. Then the admiral entered the room. R’ Shmuel saluted. “Good day, sir,” The admiral responded, “Good
day, how can | help you?” “| came to introduce myself, sir. I've just been sent to this base.” The admiral looked R’ Shmuel up and down and
asked, “Are you into sports?” R’ Shmuel replied, “Not really, but | do like to play chess, sir.” The admiral was impressed. The next nay 'xyin,
the admiral invited R' Shmuel for a game. The chessboard was quickly set up, and the game began. “Let's see,” the admiral mumbled to himself
as he played, “if I move the rook this way, the knight that way, the pawn...” R” Shmuel noticed that the admiral was making a mistake, “I could
make one move now and it will be check mate. Hmm. He’s probably distracted, he keeps staring at my yarmulka.” The admiral finished his
move, and it was R* Shmuel’s turn. “I'm just going to move my queen over here. I'm sorry sir, | believe it's check mate. The admiral cackled,
“You're a sharp young man. Perhaps | was a bit distracted by your yarmulka.” “Well, sir, perhaps we can have another game and you will
concentrate on the game and not at what I'm wearing?” The admiral agreed, “that’s a pretty good idea. As a matter of a fact, I'd like to sharpen
my chess skills over here. Every Saturday night I'd like you to come by.” This continued week after week. R* Shmuel used the time to get to

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #393, Dial-A-Shiur / Visions of Greatness Vol. V, pg. 21, reprinted with permission from C.I.S. Publishers
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know the admiral, while showing him what a Torah-true Jew was really like. In the end, R Shmuel had gained the admiral’s respect both for
himself and his religion. The admiral began to seek R’ Shmuel's military advice, and as it turned out, “the n'v19 nnavin was,” one of R’
Shmuel’s ideas earned the admiral a promotion. He ended up with a second star on his shoulder. R" Shmuel congratulated him, and the admiral
replied, “I'm happy for you too, because I'm promoting you. You are now a Lieutenant commander.” “Sir,” R* Shmuel replied, “You're too kind!
For what?! For winning chess games?” The admiral smiled, “You don’t argue with a two-star admiral, Lieutenant commander.” The navy treated
the Kahans royally. They had domestic help and the availability of kosher food, while all of their special needs were provided for. On erev Pesach,
for example, when they needed to kasher their oven, five men were sent to the Kahan home. They dismantled the gas range and torched and
shined every spot as R’ Shmuel instructed.

One Rosh Hashanah, the navy couldn’t get a Jewish chaplain to conduct services. The admiral knew that R’ Shmuel was a very learned man,
and had actually been a practicing rabbi before he entered the service. He called R’ Shmuel into his office. “Lieutenant, how would you like to
be the lay rabbi this year for the High Holidays?” R* Shmuel realized fairly quickly that he wasn't really being given a choice so he reluctantly
agreed. He asked the admiral, “But where will the services be held?” The admiral replied, “In the Protestant chapel, of course.” R’ Shmuel was
shocked. “Let me get this straight. Are you saying that you have a church, but not a synagogue? It doesn’t seem quite right to me.” The admiral
argued, “What difference does it make? It's all the same G-d. It was good enough for the last rabbi we had.” But R” Shmuel insisted. “I'm terribly
sorry. It is against the law of my religion to even enter a church, let alone conduct a service in it.” Reb Shmuel explained the problem at length,
touching on the subjects of idolatry and the seating arrangements that are required for men and women. The admiral finally agreed.

The temperature in Cuba hits over 110 degrees Fahrenheit at that time year, so R* Shmuel asked for plenty of air conditioners. The construction
battalion came through. They erected a fifteen-foot-high tent with thirty powerful air conditioners, and the tent was very comfortable, much to the
relief of the congregants. A Jewish enlisted man named Miller was assigned as R’ Shmuel’s assistant. As the services began on Rosh Hashanah,
a Jewish graduate of West Point who was a marine colonel, Colonel Edelman, walked in with his wife and two daughters. They all sat down
together on the same side of the partition. He was one of the most powerful officers on the base. Under normal circumstances, no one would
dare challenge the colonel’s actions. But R” Shmuel did not consider this a normal situation. He was determined that the men and woman should
sit separately as dictated by Jewish law. R’ Shmuel hurriedly beckoned to Miller, and gently commanded, “Go over to the colonel, extend to him
and his family my very best wishes for a happy New Year. Then ask him to adjust his seating to the specific area reserved for the senior adult
Jewish male officers, which is on the other side of the divider.” Miller trembled. “Please don’t do this to me, sir. Please don't.” “You're not doing
anything, Miller,” R" Shmuel explained. “l assume all responsibility for this message, since I'm the one sending you.” R’ Shmuel watched Miller
walk hesitantly over to where the colonel and his family were sitting. He saw Miller speak and the colonel reply. Miller came back, looking pale
and shaken. “What did he say?” R’ Shmuel asked. “He said, sir, he wants to know - why?” R* Shmuel walked over to the colonel. He
ceremoniously clicked his heels before wishing the colonel and his family a happy New Year. Then R’ Shmuel said, “Would the colonel be so
kind as to adjust his seating arrangement and be seated in the specific area reserved for adult senior male Jewish officers.” “Why?” asked the
colonel. “Sir,” R Shmuel said firmly, “Because | say so, sir.” Since R’ Shmuel was in fact in command of the synagogue, he was considered in
the same position of authority as the captain of a ship. The colonel jumped to his feet and declared, “Aye-aye, sir!” And he went over to the other
side of the partition.

Immediately after the Yom Kippur service, R’ Shmuel received an invitation, asking him to attend a reception in his honor. This was an opportunity
for the colonel to express communal gratitude for R” Shmuel's services. R* Shmuel knew that he had to attend, even though he wouldn’t be able
to eat anything at the party. He donned his dress whites, and set out to the colonel’s palatial home. When R’ Shmuel arrived, he found the
reception area crowded with officers. There was hardly any room for him to walk in the door. R’ Shmuel sat down next to the door, where he
happily minded his own business. Not for long, though. A few minutes later, the colonel spotted him. He came over to R Shmuel, offering a
cocktail with his outstretched hand. R* Shmuel took the cup carefully. “Thank you, colonel. To tell you the truth, though,” he added jokingly, “what
I'd really like now is a glass of ginger kail.” The family joke fell flat on a pair of ignorant ears. The colonel stared at him. “What did you say? |
mean - why did you say it that way?” “The real word happens to be one of the names of G-d,” R’ Shmuel explained quietly, “and | don’t say G-
d’s name in vain.” The colonel roared with laughter. Heads turned as the curious guests tried to find the source of his merriment. With everyone
watching, the colonel turned back to R* Shmuel. “Rabbi Kahan, I'd like to once again ask you the question which | asked you last week. Why?”
R’ Shmuel took a deep breath. “Sir, | didn’t have time during the services to answer your question. | must apologize for the need of invoking
military behavior at that time. Now, however, if the colonel desires it, | will be happy to explain. “A man who is very ill is cared for by two doctors.
One doctor says that he has medicine which is very powerful, and will definitely cure him, but the patient doesn’t enjoy its taste. The other doctor
has a medicine that may or may not cure him, but the patient thinks he would enjoy it more. Which medicine should the patient choose?” Before
the colonel had a chance to respond, a voice rang out from across the room. “Yes, colonel, why don’t you answer that? It's a pretty good
question. Don't you think?' Everyone looked to see the source of the challenge. It was the commander of the Marine Corps. The man had four
stars on his uniform, indicating that he was a major general. “You know, colonel,” the commander went on, “you have a problem. How can you
answer the lieutenant’s very logical question? | personally have nothing to do with religion, but if | had to play the game, | would play it on the
lieutenant's side, not yours - because your way of doing it makes no sense at all. You're in there to serve G-d. How do you know how to serve
G-d? The one in command tells you the source and the law. | don’t envy you, Colonel, that you have to deal with this officer, because | think he
has you over a barrel!” The colonel flushed scarlet, then turned away in embarrassment. As the conversation resumed around him, R Shmuel
marveled at the kiddush Hashem he had just witnessed. And since the major general outranked the colonel, R* Shmuel knew that he didn’t have
to fear any retaliation from Colonel Edelman - despite the public humiliation.

nvin N7ya we will continue this story. Reb Shmuel received a great np7a from the 7"¥7 0 y9n and he definitely received special treatment
because of it. He also stood up for what Hashem wanted with ¢i93 n1'on, and when we do that, Hashem always provides X T Xny*o0.
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CHAYEING Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

/ /
Weehily' [Hilchos Shabbos
nitiative

Is it permissible to use a deodorant stick (solid or gel) or spray?

A deodorant stick (either solid or gel) is prohibited to be used due to the
prohibition of smearing (Mimareiach). Aerosol deodorant is the only type of
deodorant that may be used.

Note: Scented aerosol spray may only be applied directly to the body. It may not be
applied to clothing.1

Ilrlr...- e ——— e e s

D7z

Is it permissible to use soap to wash one’s hands?

Liquid soap is permitted according to most authorities.2 Some leading Poskim adopt

- ———— e . .

a more stringent view and require diluting the soap to make it especially thin. It is
not permissible to use a bar of soap.

Is it permissible to fix an eruy string that has come down?

Since this is considered creating a mechitza, it is not permissible even if no knot is
formed.

Is it permissible to sweep outdoors with a broom?

It is not permissible to sweep outdoors.

Is it permissible to drag a heavy picnic table or bench across an earthen field?

One may not drag a heavy picnic table or bench across a field or anywhere
outdoors.

1This is included in the prohibition of creating a new entity (Molid) since one is creating a fragrance in
the clothing. Chazal prohibited creating a new entity on Shabbos because it is similar to doing
Melocha.

2Because of its loose consistency it is not included in the prohibition of smearing (Mimareiach).

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

My child has a cut and wants a band-aid. Is there any problem peeling the tabs off the band-aid?

QUESTION 2

May | use sticky notes/tabs to keep the place of where I'm holding in my Xxna?

QUESTION 3

Can | cut off a manufacturer's label that is sewed on to clothing? What about the “vents” of a
jacket that come sewn together?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| always wash a fruit before | eat it. Is that allowed on naw?

Answer: People tend to wash fruit even though the fruit is actually clean. There are no problems
washing clean fruit. If it is dirty, see Answer 2.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

| clean grapes by soaking it in soapy water and agitating it. Can | do that on naw?

Answer: Washing dirty fruits or vegetables seems to be a complicated question. On one hand, the
(N"DW D’D) X" holds that one may peel fruits immediately before use. Although peeling is
removing the “bad” from the “good” which is usually considered T111a and is not allowed, the
(q17P7 N T) N7 NIN'A explains that since it is the only practical way to eat the fruit, one may peel
it. It would follow that removing dirt on a food is like “peeling” it and would be allowed. On the
other hand, the ('N-0™”W) YNV |N7W clearly writes that one may not soak vegetables to clean them,
seemingly contradicting the first N27n. Because of this, (N"2Jj7-X) NWN NINAX writes that the meaning
of the N1aNnis one may not soak vegetables only for non-immediate use. But if one needs it right
away, it may be soaked. Others argue and don't allow soaking at all, giving various answers to the
abovementioned contradiction. If there is a need, one can be lenient and rinse it for immediate
use (it would be better to rinse under the faucet and not soak in a bowl), but in the case of grapes
there is reason to be more TnNN, since if there are bugs one may accidentally kill them during the
washing process.

QUESTION 3

Can | use a peeler for fruits or vegetables?

Answer: Although it was mentioned that peeling is allowed for immediate use, one may not use a
utensil that is specifically made for 12, even in a case where the 11 is allowed, such as peeling. It
therefore follows that a peeler would not be allowed. However, there are reliable sources who say
over that |"ow1's nwn M allowed peelers on Naw. This could possibly be because he felt that a peeler
is no different than a standard knife, just set up in a different way. Therefore, it would not be
considered a utensil set aside for 1112, However, the D7IVN 2NJN is not to use a peeler on NaW. On DI’
110, it may be used.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM




CHAYEINY

Weekly

Shabbos Inspiration

TORAS REB RKALMAN

297X S1IDI0

Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'’tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Robber’s Repentance
Part I

The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh used to spend a lot of
time in the fields and forests. Alone with his thoughts
and the beautiful scenery surrounding him, he would
pour out his heart to Hashem. There were so many
challenges and difficulties in the world, so many
people who desperately needed salvation, and he
would beseech Hashem to help them.

One day, the Ohr Hachaim walked through the woods
as he often did, in the midst of intense prayer,
completely oblivious to the world around him. When
he finally opened his eyes and looked around, he was
startled to realize that he had no idea where he was.
Without him noticing it, he’d wandered deep into the
forest, and now, he hadn’t the faintest idea how he
would get out.

It was nearly nighttime, and the Ohr Hachaim knew
that it was imperative for him to find his way out of
the forest before night fell. However, finding his way
out proved to be impossible. He found himself going
in circles, trekking through the trees only to find
himself in the same place he started. When dark
descended upon the woods, he was completely and
utterly lost.

It would be impossible, and even dangerous, to try to
find his way out of the forest at night, but remaining
where he was, he was easy fodder for the animals of
prey and that was not an option either. Instead, the Ohr
Hachaim climbed a tall tree, where he waited out the
night.

The night was long and cold. The Ohr Hachaim hadn’t
eaten the entire day, and he was tired from his
adventure, but he could not risk falling asleep and
losing his grip on the narrow tree limb that he was
resting on. From below, he could hear the crackling of
leaves and the snapping of twigs as animals roamed
the forest floor, and he only hoped it wasn’t animals
that were adept at tree climbing.

At long last, morning arrived, and the woods were
once again lit up by the sunlight streaming through the
treetops. The strange shapes that had appeared so
frightening the night before turned out to be harmless
bushes and branches in the daylight. The Ohr
Hachaim lowered himself from his tree and began to
seek his way out of the forest.

He walked and walked for long hours, but did not find
himself any closer to the opening of the woods. If
anything, he had been going in the wrong direction,
and was now even deeper than before. Soon, he
encountered a thin stream, and he gratefully drank
some water. There were also berries growing, but he
could not recognize whether they were poisonous or
not, and so he refrained from eating them despite his
acute hunger.

The end of the second day was coming hastily closer,
and the Ohr Hachaim realized that he would not have
the strength to continue on much longer without any
food. He redoubled the fervency of his tefillos as he



trudged onward, understanding the very real
possibility of a tragic end to his story.

A few minutes later, he reached a spot in the forest
where the trees began to thin out considerably. The
thought was comforting, because the presence of less
trees could mean that there existed civilization
somewhere nearby, but as far as his eye could see,
there were no homes in the vicinity. In every direction
he peered, all he saw was trees and more trees.

With his rapidly waning strength, he climbed the
tallest tree he saw, hoping to get a better view from
higher up. From his higher vantage point on the tree,
he could see much further in all directions, and he
carefully tried to spot a sign of life. Perhaps he would
see smoke coming from a chimney?

And then, he saw it.

In the distance, a lone house stood between the trees.
It was hard to see exactly what type of house it was,
and if there were any other homes beside it, but it was
there, a real house, and that meant that there were
people nearby. If he succeeded in reaching the house,
and if the people inside took pity on him and agreed
to give him food, he would have a chance to live.

The Ohr Hachaim remained atop the tree for another
few moments, calculating the best way to reach the
house. Then he scampered down the bark and began
walking. Night was nearly upon the forest, and there
was little time to lose.

With his last dregs of strength, he made his way over
fallen branches and through thick brush toward the
house. As he neared it, he began to fear that perhaps
the people living inside were there for less than
innocent reasons. Perhaps, instead of helping him,
they would take advantage of his helplessness.
Nevertheless, he really did not have a better option.
He was starving and near collapse, and the house was
his only realistic hope for survival.

When he reached the house, it was a lot larger than it
had looked from the treetop. The Ohr Hachaim
knocked on the door, but there was no answer. He

knocked again and again, pleading, “Please, open up!
Open up!” However, only silence, met his pleas.

The Ohr Hachaim was so weak at that point that he
could barely walk, let alone wait for the owner to
make his appearance. With no choice, he turned the
knob and pushed open the door. “Hello? Is anyone
home? Hello?!”

The only response was silence.

The Ohr Hachaim looked around. He was in a very
large room, furnished with a long table. Bowls of fruit
graced the table, and the aroma of cooked food filled
the air. “Hello?” the Ohr Hachaim called again. “Is
anyone home?”

He walked into the adjoining room, which was even
bigger than the first. There were rows of beds lined
up, all of them neatly made. The Ohr Hachaim
estimated that there were forty beds in all, and he had
no idea who they were for, but the room was empty of
people.

It seemed that no one was home.

The last thing he wanted to do was eat someone’s food
without permission, but it was a matter of life and
death. The Ohr Hachaim could not survive much
longer without food. He did not want to touch the food
in the pots, not sure what their kashrus status was, but
the fruits were certainly kosher. He washed his hands,
sat down by the table, and ate some fruits until he felt
the life slowly seeping back into his body.

Once he was sated, his exhaustion hit him full force.
He had spent two days climbing trees and walking
through the forest, without any sleep. Thoroughly
fatigued, he fell onto one of the beds and was soon
tightly asleep.

And that was when the people who lived in the house
finally returned.

Had he been awake, he would have surely been
frightened by their crude speech and the dangerous
looks in their eyes, but he slept peacefully through the



commotion as they jumped off their horses and
stomped inside.

The house that the Ohr Hachaim had stumbled upon
was a haven for a band of thieves, one of the most
vicious criminal gangs in the area. They’d been out all
day, killing and stealing, and they now returned to
their base, hungry and tired.

It took only a second for them to realize that someone
had been there in their absence. Someone had dared
enter their lair when they were gone, and who knew
what damage he’d done. The chair he’d used was still
out of its place, and some of the peels of the fruit he’d
eaten was still on the table. The thieves looked at each
other with murder in their eyes, incensed by the
audacity of their intruder.

“Don’t worry, boys, we’ll catch him and give him
what he deserves,” their leader, muscular and tall,
with a shock of red hair above menacing looking eyes,
assured them.

“He’s still here!” someone cried from the sleeping
quarters, where he’d gone to put down his pack.

They all rushed into the room and were shocked to
find that the intruder was indeed still there, sleeping
soundly on a bed as though he owned the place. “He’s
a Jew!” a burly robber, with a jagged scar running
down his left cheek, noted angrily, taking in the Ohr
Hachaim’s peyos and Jewish mode of dress.

“A Jew!” the others jeered. “Let’s give it to him!”
“Yeah, let’s give it to him good!”

“I don’t know about you, but I’m starving,” one of the
thieves cut in. “We just got home after a hard day of
work, and 1 need a good meal. He’s sleeping now
anyway. Let’s eat first, and then we’ll have the
strength to give him what he deserves.”

“Great idea!” the scarred thief pounded him on the
back.

They sat down around the table and began to eat,
gorging themselves on the hot food and fresh fruit.

Wine was passed around, and they took turns taking
sips from the bottles. When they were nice and full
from their meal, plus drunk from the wine, they were
ready to deal with the Jew who dared to infiltrate their
base.

The redheaded leader unsheathed his sword, the
sword that had tasted the blood and flesh of too many
humans to count. A large crowd followed behind him
as he went to the next room to rouse the Ohr Hachaim.
He poked him lightly with the sword a few times, but
the Ohr Hachaim was too deeply asleep to feel
anything. Cursing, the leader stabbed him a little
harder.

The Ohr Hachaim opened his eyes blearily, moaning
in pain. It took him a moment to orient himself, but
when he realized where he was, he quickly sat up,
realizing that he was in mortal danger. The thieves
surrounded him from all sides and marched him into
the main room, where they proceeded to question him.

“Who are you? Why are you here? Who gave you
permission to walk in here?!” they demanded. “This
is private property, and you can’t just steal food and
shelter!”

“I’m telling you that I never stole in my life,” the Ohr
Hachaim responded, his knees trembling. “I never
told a lie in my life either, and every word I say is the
truth. I was lost in the forest, and I didn’t eat in two
days. I banged on the door, and no one answered. |
figured that whoever lives here would surely
understand that I only took some food to keep myself
alive.”

Coarse laughter met his words. “What do you mean,
we would understand that you needed to keep yourself
alive?” they hissed at him. “We don’t give people to
eat, we take their lives! And not only that, but you are
also a Jew! We are going to cut you apart, limb by
limb, and give your flesh to the animals to eat.”

The Ohr Hachaim’s entire body began to tremble as
he realized that his end was near.

“A trial, a trial,” one of the robbers called from the
back. “We can’t finish him off without a trial.”



“Sure, let’s make a trial right here and now,” the
leader agreed. “Anyone have anything good to say
about this guy?” He waited a beat, and of course, no
one came forward to defend the hapless Ohr Hachaim.
“In the absence of any defense, I hereby pronounce
him guilty for trespassing and stealing. 1 will
personally sever his head and every other limb on his
body.”

The Ohr Hachaim closed his eyes and began to
prepare himself for his death. He recited vidui and
Shema, and prayed that his death would serve as an
atonement for all his sins. Then he waited for the
moment of death to overtake him.

He waited another minute, but nothing happened.
Opening his eyes, he saw that the lead robber was
looking at him with a strange expression on his face.
He was swinging his menacing sword slowly as he
surveyed the Ohr Hachaim.

“I want to speak to the guilty man privately, before I
kill him,” the leader suddenly announced. “Come with
me,” he ordered the Ohr Hachaim, leading him out of
the house.

“Aw, can’t you kill him now?” one of the robbers
called out, only to be treated to a withering stare from
the redheaded leader.

Powerless against their leader, the robbers clustered
impatiently around the doorway, waiting for the
victim to return.

The leader led the Ohr Hachaim into the forest,
putting some distance between them and the house.
When he was confident that they were out of his
gang’s earshot, he turned to the terrified Ohr
Hachaim.

But the murderous look in his eyes had been replaced
with a pleading expression, and the words he said next
shocked the Ohr Hachaim to the core.

“Rebbi!” the leader cried. “Rebbi, look at me
carefully. Don’t you recognize me?”

To be continued...
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RAV YAAKOV YOSEF
HERMAN’'S SMALL
HOME WAS A
LARGE ‘FORTRESS’
FOR YIDDISHKEIT.

IT WAS AN OPEN
HOUSE FOR
ANYONE NEEDING

A MEAL. EVEN THE
GEDOLIM VISITING
FROM ABROAD .
WOULD STAY IN HIS
HOME OR COME
FOR MEALS SINCE
IT WAS DIFFICULT
TO FIND A RELIABLE
KOSHER MEAL IN
NEW YORK,

IS THIS THE HOME
OF RAV HERMAN, THE
MACHNIS ORACH?

IT WAS SHABBOS MORNING AND MANY GUESTS
SURROUINDED THE TABLE SINGING AND SHARING DIVREI
TORAH. RAV YAAKOV YOSEF WAS PERSONALLY SERVING
CHOLENT TO EACH GUEST WHEN SUDDENLY ONE OF THE
GUESTS, WHO WAS MENTALLY UNSTABLE, STOOD UP...

/DON'T LIKE
THIS CHOLENT!

AND WITH THAT, THE GUEST TOSSED HIS BOWL OF CHOLENT
ALL OVER RAV YAAKOV YOSEF'S BRAND-NEW KAPOTA/

T ¥ —

SUDDENLY REALIZING WHAT HE HAD
DONE, HE RAN OUT OF THE HOUSE.

RAV YAAKOV YOSEF SPRANG UP AND CHASED AFTER HIM.

DON'T WORRY. IT'S
OKAY; NOTHING HAPPENED.,
PLEASE COME BACK WITH
ME...

NOW I'M 60IN& TO
GIVE YOU A NEW PORTION
OF CHOLENT, AND THIS
ONE YOU WILL LIKE.

-

=

HOW DO YOU DO
IT? HOW DO YOU HAVE
SUCH SAVLANUIS?

IF YOU HAVE RPACHMANUS
(COMPASSION) YOU DON'T
NEED SAVLANLS!

9Dy 2PY> I HERMAN D78t WAS BORN IN SLUTSK, RUSSIA. HE WAS THE ELOEST CHILD OF YN PNYY /) HERMAN
5781 AND HIS WIFE, R NPN.IN 1888, THE FAMILY IMMIGRATED TO AMERICA. HIS FATHEQ WAS HIS PRIMARY 127
UNTIL HIS My 72 AT THE AGE OF 21 HE MARRIED AIDEL, DALGHTER OF PNy 5?*{1)3\’) 7 ANDRON D77¥31. HE ASKED HIS
WIFE IF THEY COULD HAVE AN OPEN HOME AND SHE AGREED. SOME OF HIS BGUESTS INCLUDED ya 793 1 LEIBOWITZ
I NP NDY UNID, R REUVEN GROZOVSKY 978y (WHO STAYED IN HIS HOME FOR TWO YEARS), R’ ELIEZER
YEHUDA FINKEL b”SY PN NDY? YN IN POLAND AND DIZYITN), R AVRAHAM KALMANOWITZ D781 (1 NV UNI IN
BROOKLYN, NY)> AND R’ ELIYAHU ELIEZER DESSLER 'J"S’( (’Jl’“‘] NIYN IN PONEVEZHD. 901 2PY> 1 AND HIS WIFE
MOVED TO NI XIN IN 1439 WHERE HE CONTINUED TO INVITE DOZENS OF GUESTS TO HIS NaY TABLE. 9OV apy M
DISPLAYED A STAUNCH COMMITMENT TO MN¥N OBSERVANCE AT A TIME THAT MANY ABANDONED THEIR FAITH, AND
URGED PROMISING YOLNG JEWISH MEN TO PURSLIE ADVANCED N7IM STUDY IN THE GREAT Ni2Y) OF ELROPE,

INCLUDING HIS SON-IN-LAW, RABBI CHAIM PINCHAS SCHEINBERG 183 (1910-2013). i“gé’
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH

Tefilah Child
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Yitzchak prayed copiously to Hashem, across from his wife, because she was barren.

(Bereishis 25:21)

Chazal say that the Imahos were barren at first
because Hashem desires the prayers of tzaddikim.!
On a simple level this means Hashern made them
barren so they would pray more intensely.

On a deeper level, that fact that Hashem desires
the prayers of #zaddikim caused their children to
be born by means of zefilah. There is something
especially precious about a child whose birth was the
result of prolonged prayers.

We see this also from the story of Channah and
her son Shmuel. It says in the Gemara® that Eli
Hakohen offered to Channah, Shmuel’s mother,
that he will pray to Hashem for her to have a son
even greater than Shmuel. Channah declined the
offer, saying, “I prayed for #his child.” She received

1 Yevamos 64a.
2 Berachos 31b.

this child through zefilah. She prayed for him over
the course of many long, childless years. This child
meant more to her than another possibly could.

It is written 112M NYT PON N30 W 7 0D —
“Hashem will grant wisdom; from His mouth come
knowledge and understanding”® The Midrash
explains this with a parable about a wealthy man
whose son came home from school and found his
father sitting with a pot of food in front of him. The
father took a piece and gave it to him. The son said,
“I want only what is in your mouth,” and the father
gave it to him. Because the father loved the son so
much, he gave him what was in his own mouth.
Similarly, “Hashem will grant wisdom,” however, to
the person that Hashem loves especially, “From His

mouth come knowledge and understanding”

3 Mishlei 2:6.



This parable is about Torah, which was given

from Hashem’s mouth. But the Ramchal writes that
the same applies to parnassah and other needs. There
is regular parnassah, which, of course, comes from

You Decide

ICH QT

Hashem, but there is a special kind of parnassab that
results from zefilah. If it comes through refilah, it is
truly from Hashem's hand, and is especially precious.
°

(25,79 MWKRI2) A27P2 02127 IXEINN

The children were running within her. (Bereishis 19:29)

“Were running” — Chazal interpret that when Rivkah would pass by the entrances

to the places of Torah of Shem and Ever, Yaakov would run and squiggle to get out.

When she passed by the entrances of places of idol worship, Eisav squiggled to get

out. (Rashi)

We see from this teaching of Chazal that Yaakov
and Eisav had different characters even when they
were still in their mother’s womb. If so, how could
we expect Eisav to be anything other than wicked?
We see it was ingrained in his nature.

This question brings us to a basic principle that
we all need to know. Everyone sometimes finds
himselfin a situation that is spiritually challenging.
When this happens, people often feel it is not fair

they were put into such a situation.

But we need to know that no situation is
intrinsically good or bad. It all depends on what
the person does with it, and this is what makes it

good or bad.

For instance, let’s say a person has a poor head.
His memory is terrible. It’s difficult for him to

think things through. Is this a blessing or a curse?
It depends what he does with this head that he has.

Let’s say he works hard, again and again,
putting in great effort to understand a few lines
of Gemara, until in the end, he grasps the sugya.
He should thank Hashem every day for making
him so untalented, and nevertheless granting him
the ability to become a masmid, and be connected
to Hashem, and accept upon himself the yoke of
Torah and mitzvos.

Let’s say he doesn’t try to toil in Torah. He
decides that it is too hard for him to learn, and he
has no chance to succeed, and he might as well give
up already. Then his poor head is a curse.

Either way, it’s not his poor head itself that is
good or bad. He decides what he is going to do with
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his head, how he is going to handle the situation,

and this determines whether it is a blessing or a

curse.

Here’s another example. Somebody lives his life
among people who are distant from Torah. His
home is in an area where observant Jews are few
and far between. Is this a blessing or a curse? Good
or bad? I know people who lived in neighborhoods
like this, and it actually caused their children to
grow up into fine Jews and outstanding talmidei
chachamim. Because the parents watched over them
carefully and learned with them all the time. They
invested greatly in their children, and as a result,

their children came out diamonds.

But
neighborhood might have children who hang

someone else who lives in such a
out in the street with bad friends and just end up

wasting their lives.

So, is a neighborhood like that good or bad? A
blessing or a curse? It all depends on what a person
does with it. He can make the situation either

positive or negative, but on its own, it is neither.

Some people wish they were born two hundred
and fifty years ago, and lived next to the Vilna
Gaon. They think that then, everything would have
been different.

Who says it’s better to be born and grow up next
door to the Vilna Gaon? Maybe yes and maybe
no. It might be better to grow up in Nebraska.
It depends what you do with it. If it makes you
become a fine Jew and a real talmid chacham, it is

the greatest blessing you could possibly get.

There is a wonderful allusion to this principle
in the teaching of Chazal that says when a person
is created, Hashem decrees in advance whether
he will be smart or stupid, strong or weak, rich or
poor. But Hashem does not determine whether he

will be zzaddik or rasha." That part is left up to the

1 Niddah 16b.

person himself.

Some people have a hard time with this idea.
They think that if Hashemn decided they will be
poor, stupid and weak, the probable outcome is
they will also be 7asha. But this is a mistake. A
person can take his stupidity, his poverty and his
weakness, and make himself into a greater rzaddik

than if he had been born with every positive quality.

This answers the question we posed regarding
Yaakov and Eisav. We asked if Yaakov had a
predilection to the beis midrash before he was
even born, and Eisav had the same but for
avodah zarah, how is that fair? Isn’t the outcome

predetermined?

The answer is each of them definitely started
from a different point. But Eisav, with his negative

traits, could have grown to be many times greater,

if he had so desired.
And Yaakov’s innate kedushah could have

tripped him up. Someone else in his place, on his
madreigah, might not have felt a drive to learn
fourteen hours straight when he came to the
beis midrash of Shem and Ever, to give up sleep,
to sweat and toil over Torah learning and avodas
Hashem. Why should he, when he is naturally a
genius and endowed with all positive character
traits? What's so terrible if he sleeps a little? Will
he turn into a rasha because of that? He already

knows the entire Torah, which he learned from

his father Yitzchak!

But no. Yaakov used his situation to grow
further. He toiled and toiled until he grew to be
one of the Avos Hakedoshim. Until he became the
pillar of Torah.

Nothing determines whether a person will be
tzaddik or rasha, good or bad. It all depends on

what a person makes out of his situation. e
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Yaakov's Truth
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He said, “Is it because his name is Yaakov that he tricked me twice? He took my

rights as the firstborn, and now he took my blessing.” (Bereishis 27:37)

Anyone who pays attention to what is going on in
these parshiyos, which tell us about the life and times
of Yaakov Avinu, sees right away that there is a sort
of contradiction. Yaakov represents the trait of emzes,
as it says, 3pYY7 MR AR — Give truth to Yaakov™?
However, we see numerous instances in which he
seems to act with deceptiveness.

First of all, Yaakov’s very name connotes
deceptiveness. This is what the word means, as we
see from the following pasuk: D¥1 1IWiT 3YIN WX
227 ¥71 991 3pY? 21pY R 53 03 nvan DX nx Y3
721 — “Let each man beware of his friend; do not
trust any relatives! For every relative acts deceptively
(apy> 2pY), and every friend spreads evil gossip.”

Now, we might answer that Yaakov acted
deceptively with Eisav and Lavan only because that
is the proper and straight way to deal with such
people. As it says, Ynann wpy oy — “With the
crooked, act deviously.® But this does not really
solve the problem. If his deceptiveness was not part
of his nature, why was he named “Yaakov”?

This was, in fact, Eisav’s claim. After Yaakov took
the blessings, Eisav exclaimed: “Is it because his name
is Yaakov that he deceived me twice?” Eisav claimed
that Yaakov’s name fits him well: he is indeed an
untruthful and deceitful person.

1 Michah 7:20.
2 Yirmeyahu 9:3.
3 Tehillim 18:27.

So how do we answer Eisavs claim? And
why wasn’t Yaakov given a name that connotes
truthfulness and honesty, if that is his core trait?

The difficulties do not stop with Yaakov’s name;
they involve his deeds as well. After all, he did get
the blessings from his father Yitzchak in a way
that seems patently dishonest. We all know Rashi’s
explanation of Yaakov’s famous words 7792 10y »J1x
— “I am Eisav your firstborn.”* According to Rashi,
Yaakov meant: “I” am bringing you the food. ‘Eisav
is your firstborn.” Now, how would you explain that
to a child? Is that what we would expect from the
paragon of honesty?

The same questions may be raised regarding how
Yaakov handled Lavan. In fact, Yaakov himself says to
Rachel %371 i7ax 'nx »3 — He is Lavan’s brother, i.e., his
equal, in the trait of deception.” In other words, Yaakov
says about himself that he is exceptionally skilled in
trickery. It seems that Yaakov expressed a novel idea
at this point, as his wife-to-be, Rachel Imeinu, did not
think that zzaddikim are allowed to be deceptive in any
circumstances.® This shows it is not so simple to say
that the straight thing to do is to treat crooked people
deceptively. Because Rachel Imeinu was puzzled: how
could it be permitted to act in such a way?

All this needs to be explained.

4 Ibid. 27:19.
5 Ibid. 29:12, Rashi ad loc.
6 See Megillah 13b.



Emes V’ Yatziv Versus Emes V’Emunah

In the morning, after Kerias Shema we recite the
blessing of emes v’yatziv. At night, the blessing is emzes
vemunah. The reason for this difference comes from
the verse NiY’%2 JniINK1 700 P22 Iy - “To
proclaim Your kindness in the morning, and Your
faithfulness in the nights”” In the morning, when
there is light, we see the truth. We see Hashem’s
kindness and we speak about it. There will come a
time when all the people of the world will live with
the truth. But at night, when there is darkness, we
do not see the truth. Then we live with the truth of
emunah, faith. This is emes vemunah. On its simplest
level, emunah refers to something we cannot see
clearly with our eyes, but we nevertheless believe it
is true.

The Brisker Rov was once asked about the
mitzvah of emunah, of believing in Hashem. The
question went like this: when Mashiach comes, 3
DO9IN D7 DN i NN YT Y INT 789N — “The earth
will be filled with knowledge of Hashem like water
covers the sea.”® Everyone will know the truth and
recognize Hashem. If so, how will we then fulfill the
mitzvah of emunah?

He answered: There will always be room for
emunah. This is because Hashem is infinite. As much
as we will understand and perceive Him, there will
always be higher aspects that we do not understand
and perceive. Regarding these aspects we will have
the mitzvah of emunah. (This can also explain
how Bnei Yisrael were able to fulfill the mitzvah
of emunah after the giving of the Torah, regarding
which Hashem declared onwi 1n >3 nmxy opx
021y *N127T - “You saw that I spoke with you from
Heaven” (Shemos 20:19). What was left to believe
at that point? The answer is as we just stated: there
is always a higher, hidden part of Hashem that we
believe but don’t perceive.)

It comes out that there are two “truths, so to
speak. There is emes v’yatziv, the truth that stands

7 Tehillim 92:3.
8 Yeshayah 11:9.

out (nitzav) in front of us, truth that is capable of

being perceived. This represents the world of light in
which we see the truth with our own eyes. And there
is emes vemunah. This is the truth of faith. We don’t
see the truth but we believe it is there.

1% 1 qUn nwn — “You bring on
darkness and it becomes night.”® This refers

to this world, which resembles night."

Here Chazal tell us that the true nature of this
world is darkness. In this world, which is completely
dark, we go around with our eyes open and “sec” very
many things. A person goes through 120 years of life
and sees millions upon millions of things. But Chazal
inform us: Know that you are living in darkness!
Whatever you “see;” that is not the truth. The truth
can be attained only by ezunah. Whatever we know
to be true through emunab, that is the truth about
the world. Therefore, a person lacking emunah sees
absolutely nothing true.

The World’s Truth

Now let’s answer the question we asked about
Yaakov. Why did he trick and deceive his brother
Eisav?

The Rambam says something that sheds light on
the subject:

The foundation of all foundations, and
the pillar of all wisdoms, is to know that
there is a first Being Who brought all of
reality into existence. And all of reality —
from heaven to earth and whatever is in
between — came into existence only by

means of His true reality.!!

The Rambam is speaking here about belief in
Hashem’s existence. He says this emunah is not
just “the foundation of all foundations,” but is also
“the pillar of all wisdoms.” If a person does not live
with the realization that “brought all of reality into

9 Tehillim 104:20.
10 Bava Metzia 83b.
11 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 1:10.




existence,” he lacks all wisdom and understanding.

He does not understand things even a little. He is
totally insane!

Hashem is the soul of the world, so to speak. He
grants existence to everything, and He is everything.
In other words, if the world is real — if there is a
ceiling and a floor, there is light, there is time, there
is you and me, there is oxygen in the air, etc. — then
itall comes from Hashem. He is the Source of reality.

Since Hashem is the Source of all reality, He also
is the Source of all truth. This is because Hashem
creates and defines reality. Let’s say a person asks
himself, “Do I truly exist? Am I real?” The answer
is that he exists only as much, and only as long,
as Hashem wills him to exist. A person has no
independent existence and reality. Only Hashem
does.

Now, truth is something that is valued by all
of humanity. Everyone recognizes that truth is a
virtue. Let’s say Reuven is driving his car through an
unfamiliar neighborhood, trying to find a certain
street. He rolls down his window, sees a scary-looking
guy walking around and asks him cautiously, “How
do I get to such-and-such street?”

The man answers, “Go straight and take the

second right”

What does Reuven do? He goes straight and
takes the second right, just like he was told. But
why? Maybe the man was lying? Isn’t it obvious that
this man is of questionable character?

The answer is human beings naturally have
respect for truth. They will not lie for no reason. This
adherence to truth is because a person’s soul comes
from Hashem. His very life comes from Hashem.
And Hashem is Truth; there is nothing else true and
real besides Him.

So whatever Hashem wills, that is truth — in the
simplest sense of the word. And whatever is against
Hashem’s will is falsehood. We, however, live in a
world of darkness, and we “see” things differently.
This is why it is necessary to give truth a special
name: emnes vemunah. This is the truth that is based

on emunah. The truth based on emunab is true, and
whatever is not based on emunab is false.

We go around in the world with our eyes opened,
but we don’t know what we are seeing.

Chazal recount:

R. Yosef son of R. Yehoshua ben Levi
fell ill, and expired. When he regained
consciousness, his father asked him, “What
did you see there?” He answered, “I saw an
upside-down world. The prominent people
were on the bottom, and the lowly people
were on the top.” His father replied, “My
son, you saw a clear world.” 2

What we see in this world is upside-down, far
from the true reality. Truth has only one name:
emunah. Someone who lives with emunah, lives with
the truth.

This is the kind of person that Yaakov Avinu was.
He lived with the truth. He lived with emes vemunabh.
And this is why he is called “bn WX — A man of
wholesomeness.”’®> What was his “wholesomeness,”
his temimus? "09978 AW — He dwelled in tents.”!* In
other words, he was in the beis midrash.'> His entire
outlook, all his thoughts, came from the Chumash.
There will be a day when Yaakov Avinu will live the
truth of emes v’yatziv. But here in this world, he lived
the truth of emes vemunah, which indeed is the
truth.

Yaakov Avinu — Man of Truth

Getting back to the question: why does Yaakov
Avinu bear a name that connotes deception and

falsehood?

The key to the answer lies in the melaveh malkah
meal held on Motzaei Shabbos. The Rishonim tell us'®

12 Pesachim 50a.
13 Bereishis 25:27.
14 Ibid.

15 Rashi, ibid.

16 See Taz, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 300:1; Pri
Megadim ad loc.
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that we have a tiny, indestructible bone in our body,

called the /uz, which does not derive benefit from
any of the food we eat, other than that of melaveh
malkah. Through this bone, we will come alive
again in the time of techiyas hameisim. In the Zohar,
this bone is called ramauh, “the deceptive one” It
is compared to "N 12% — “Lavan the deceptive
one” This is what the Zobar says about it:

R. Shimon said: Out of all the bones, why does
this bone remain intact? Because it is the deceptive
one. Unlike the other bones, it cannot tolerate the
taste of people’s food. For this reason it is stronger
than all the bones. This is the main bone, since
the body will be built from. As it says, “Lavan

Hauarami.”'8

We see that eating does not necessarily bring
strength. The Rambam tells us that eating a lot of
healthy food does not make us healthy and strong:
“Most of the illnesses that come upon a person are

only because he fills his stomach and overeats, even

if it is healthy food.”"*

A family member once recounted to me that the
doctor put him on a very strict diet. He complained
to the doctor that a person could die from eating
so little food. The doctor responded, “You should
know that no one has yet died from eating too little,

only from eating too much.”

This little bone called /#z does not take sustenance
from what a person eats all week long, it is sustained
only from the melaveh malkah meal. We would think
that it should be the first to decompose, because it
hardly eats. It fasts from Shabbos to Shabbos; it must

17 Lit., “Lavan the Aramaean.” The word “Lavan” also
means “white,” the color of bone.

18 Midrash HaNe'elam 1, Toldos 137a.
19 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos De’os 4:15.
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be weak and puny! But in truth this is not so. It is the
only bone that stays intact forever, and the person’s

body will be built from it at techiyas hameisim.

This little bone manages to fool everyone. That is
why it is called “the deceptive one,” and is compared
to Lavan Haarami. The luz bone knows that eating
makes one weak, while fasting makes one strong,

contrary to what everyone else says.

This sheds light on the meaning of deceptiveness.
You are deceptive if your life is such that you consider
true what others consider false, and you consider

false what others consider true.

What is Yaakov Avinu’s name in this world? 2py»
— the deceptive one. Because he fools everyone. He
deceives the whole world since his truth is different
from the “truth” that everyone is accustomed to. He
does not live according to what the eye “sees” in this
world of darkness. He lives in a completely different

world. He lives with emes vemunah.

To Yaakov, two plus two makes four only as long
as Hashem so wills it. This is because Hashem’s will

creates and defines reality. This is emes vemunab.

To Yaakov, it makes no difference whether he
says, ‘I am Yaakov,” or he says, “I am Eisav.” It all
depends on which statement is in accordance with
Hashem’s will: if my words are in accordance with
Hashem's will, they are true. If my words are contrary

to Hashem's will, they are false and deceptive.

Since Yaakov’s values are different from those of
other people, he is called 2py> in this world. This is
because he is the biggest “liar” around. Whatall other
people in this world say is true, Yaakov says is false.
What everyone else says is false, Yaakov says is true.
He lives according to a completely different truth
and sees all of reality from a completely different

outlook. @
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