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Torah Tavlin
(03,29) :19Y parN2 2PY? 71792 YPM 1977922 Y31 10 9 KD 03 X7

Rav Elchonon Wasserman related in the name of his Rebbi, the Chofetz Chaim, that the Sar of Eisav
specifically came to battle Yaakov Avinu, as opposed to the Avrohom and Yitzchok. Why? Because
Yaakov Avinu is the Av HaTorah, and the Gemara in Kedushin tells us that Torah is the tavlin to the
Yetzer Hara. The Yetzer Hara will allow a person to daven, do avodah, and be involved in chessed — so
long as he isn’t busy with limud haTorah.

Similarly, Rav Chaim Volozhin (Ruach Chaim) explains the Mishnah in Avos (2:9) IR IRY¥ DAY IR
DIRN NA PATY NIV 71T MDY, that when is the time to think about middos and derachim yesharim?
Tz’u, outside of the Bais Medrash. While a person is learning, his focus should be entirely on learning.
The Yetzer Hara will try to distract him, even willing to have him get involved in avodas Hashem and
middos, so long as he isn’t learning. Eventually, he will steer him to other things as well. Therefore,
only when leaving the Bais Medrash should a person begin thinking about middos and derachim
yesharim

The Sar of Eisav chose to do battle specifically with Yaakov, because he is his greatest enemy, but
vayar ki lo yuchal lo, the Yetzer Hara cannot overcome the koach haTorah. Rather, vayiga b’kaf K
yereicho. The Chofetz Chaim related b’sheim the Zohar that kaf yereicho is referring to the tomchei '
oraysa, those that support Torah. When the Yetzer Hara sees that he cannot overcome the lomdei
Torah themselves, he seeks to influence those who support Torah, to lose their chashivus and stop
being supportive of Torah. But even with the lack of support, Yaakov Avinu was still b’heiavko imo.

At the end of galus, said the Chofetz Chaim, the Yetzer Hara will look to undermine the lomdei Torah’s
support system, and they will have to learn Torah with mesirus nefesh, mitoch hadechak. Yet, they

will remain dedicated to their learning.
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Blinding Dust

PARDI 2PY? T2 VI 1977992 YA 157992 KD 09 R :INYD DY T 1Y WK pAN 1717 2Py MmN (79)

(13-73 ,29) iy
What exactly does paR» mean? Rashi explains that they raised dust when fighting, but why did the
Torah use specifically this point to describe the struggle between Yaakov and the Sar of Eisav? And
what does it mean that the dust reached ad kisei hakavod?

The Kli Yakar explains that the Yetzer Hara is referred to as Y8nv. The reason is, because the Yetzer
Hara's objective is to cause a person to be a Rmv, to blind him from seeing the reality of life. When a
person retains his clarity, it is easy to be bocher b’tov and the Yetzer Hara has no control over him. His
main tactic is to confuse a person’s vision so that he isn’t clear about his goals.

This is the yesod of par». When people fight, a cloud of dust rises, blinding their vision. The Yetzer
Hara's battle strategy was to use the concept of avak, of blinding dust, to cause Yaakov Avinu to falter
by removing his clarity. The dust reached at kisei hakavod, as the Yetzer Hara tried to undermine
Yaakov'’s entire clarity of emunah.

How did Yaakov succeed? Ad alos hashachar. Alos Hashacher refers to the clarity of day, represented
by the sun rising. Yaakov was able to retain his clarity and not allow the Yetzer Hara to cloud his vision
and confuse him. When a person has his priorities straight and doesn’t allow the Yetzer Hara’s
influence to penetrate, there is no way for the Yetzer Hara to win. Va’yar ki lo yuchal lo.

That is why, explains the Kli Yakar, that after Yaakov Avinu emerged from the battle victorious, he was
crowned with the name Yisrael. The word Yisrael stems from the word yashar, straight. Yaakov retained
his yashrus, his clarity of thinking and that is how Klal Yisrael will ultimately be able to overcome the
Yetzer Hara.
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Protecting the Women and Children
(27,2) :025Y DR 2271 K127 DRI RIII VY 10 DR T0 R 0D

Yaakov Avinu davened to be protected that Eisav should not come and hit him “D»a Sy oR.” Why
specifically “D»2a Yy or?” The Seforno explains that Yaakov meant to say that even if he himself is
saved, there is still a risk that Eisav will hurt his wife and children.

Perhaps the pasuk can be explained based on the famous yesod of the Bais Halevi. The Bais Halevi
explains that Yaakov Avinu had two concerns, miyad achi and miyad Eisav. There are two ways that
Eisav can harm Yaakov, physically, and spiritually. Miyad achi refers to the spiritual danger that Eisav
poses. Even if Eisav treats Yaakov as a brother, on friendly terms, a relationship with Eisav is fraught
with ruchniyus danger.

That is why Yaakov Avinu specifically stressed eim al habbanim. Yaakov Avinu himself was an ish tam
yosheiv ohalim. He delved in Torah the entire day and had the Torah to protect him from Eisav’s
influence. His main concern was regarding his wife and children who did not have the same degree of
Torah tavlin. How they would be influenced if Eisav would become friendly with them?

Later in the Parshah (x» ,39), Yaakov tells Eisav that he cannot travel together with him D7 D190
RN 93 1IN TNR DY DIPATY 'YY MHYY Ipam RX¥M. Yaakov told Eisav that if he would press the children
and sheep too much, even for one day, they may all die. According to the Bais Halevi, we can explain
- that he isn’t referring to physical death, but to ruchniyus harm. Who knows? Even one day in Eisav’s
presence can cause the children, the tzon kadashim, untold harm!

When we are faced with a challenge of miyad achi, it is not enough for father’s to protect themselves
in the bais medrash. They need to ensure that their homes as well, are protected from the negative
influences of Eisav.

1072 Yy DR 100 1D 19
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Fixing the Hekdesh

The city of Kovno was known as one of the great Torah centers of Europe, a city that produced many great Torah
personalities. Yet, somehow the people of the city overlooked one critical component of a Torah city: the hekdesh, hostel,
where the beggars slept was unfit for such a great city. The rooms were musty and dirty, the windows were broken and
allowed the bitter winds to whistle through, the lights were nonexistent, and the flimsy bug-infested mattresses were very
poor excuses for beds.

Kovno was not a rich city by any stretch of the imagination. Nevertheless, when word got out that the city’s hekdesh was
in need of serious renovations, Rav Yisrael Salanter expected there to be a suitable response to the appeal; but there was
not. None of the necessary repairs were done. Rav Yisrael felt that people did not care enough, and he decided that he was
going to do something about it. He did not approach the rabbanim and demand that they speak about it in their shuls on
Shabbos. Nor did he call in some of the prominent baalebatim of the city and demand that they renovate the hekdesh.
Instead, he himself went there. The ta/midim who escorted him were shocked that a person of his stature would want to
spend time in that decrepit place, but Rav Yisrael walked in with determination and sat down on the floor.

The indigent people in the room were surprised that the rav had come to visit. They assumed that he would greet them
and leave, but he did not. As he sat on the floor, he opened his sefarim and began to learn. After a few moments it began
torain, and the cold rain dripped in through the roof. Rav Yisrael’s talmidim encouraged him to leave, but he refused. Before
long, there was no place to sit that was not wet.

A few hours passed, and the fact that Rav Yisrael had not left the hekdesh became headline news in Kovno. Pretty soon, a
small crowd formed outside, trying to convince Rav Yisrael to leave the dilapidated building. As it became dark, the rain
continued. But although it was freezing cold, Rav Yisrael remained.

Finally, some of the prominent members of the city, a group of rabbanim, asked Rav Yisrael what it would take for him to
leave. His response resonated in the neshamos of those who were present. “I am not leaving this place until it is repaired
to a point where any one of us would feel comfortable in it. If we truly felt the pain of another Yid, we would never have
let things get this bad.” Within a few hours, the repairs began and Rav Yisrael finally left. In a matter of days, the hekdesh
was in excellent condition.

Holy Lock

Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz visited America to raise funds for his yeshivah in the 1930s. At that time, America was a land rife
with spiritual challenges, and many Jews succumbed to the unbearable pressure to work on Shabbos. Most Jews who
maintained their allegiance to the Shabbos quickly found themselves bereft of any means of supporting their families.
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Once, Rav Boruch Ber noticed a Jewish-owned store that was locked on Shabbos. He approached it and reverently kissed
the lock, exclaiming, “Heilige lock! This lock proclaims that Hashem is our G-d and we are His servants!”

On another occasion, when a Jew informed him that he had closed his business on Shabbos, Rav Boruch Ber exclaimed
excitedly, “If you put your ear next to the lock on your store, you will hear it screaming, ‘Hashem Hu Ha’Elokim!""

Al Kiddush Hashem

Rav Shlomo Freifeld was once on a fundraising trip and he ate supper at the home of a friend. The hostess served eggplant
as one of the courses. Reb Shlomo could not tolerate eggplant, and he would break out in a rash if he ate it. The talmid who
accompanied him was shocked to see Reb Shlomo calmly eating the vegetable. Later on, he asked Reb Shlomo about it, and
he explained, “That woman prepared the dish in my honor, and her whole self-worth was dependent on my enjoying it.”
Then Reb Shlomo laughed. “If you eat something that a hostess makes for you, even if it kills you, it’s called misah al Kiddush
Hashem.”

Reciting the Shehechiyanu in Bergen Belsen

During the darkness of the Second World War, one of the beacons of light for the Yidden who were incarcerated within the
electrified fences of the concentration camps was the Bluzhuver Rebbe, zt”/. The amount of emunah and chizuk that he
managed to exude and imbue others with, even within the confines of one of the most horrible places on Earth, was
inestimable. Whether it was a small mitzvah here or a word of Torah there, there was an unbelievable amount of inspiration
to be had from all of the actions of the Rebbe, many of which put his very life in danger.

It was Chanukah in the concentration camp and the Rebbe was determined to be mekayeim the mitzvah of hadlakas ner
Chanukah, at least on the first night. During the days preceding Chanukah, he surreptitiously made arrangements to have
what he needed to be able to be fulfill the mitzvah of the neiros. Every single one of these arrangements entailed
tremendous mesirus nefesh, but the Rebbe would not be deterred.

Finally, the first night of Chanukah arrived. A few starving prisoners gathered together, eyes gleaming with anticipation, in
a discreet location, if such a thing existed, in one of the barracks. There they waited with bated breath for the Rebbe to
make the brachah on the Chanukah licht. They watched as the Rebbe, with intense concentration, lit a candle and, holding
it in his hand, began to say the brachos. He said the brachah “Lehadlik ner shel Chanukah” with hislahavus, and followed
that brachah immediately with the brachah of “She’asah nissim”.

Then, the Rebbe paused for a moment.

But just for a moment. The Rebbe then closed his eyes and, with intense concentration, said the brachah of “Shehecheyanu
vikiyimanu vihigianu lazman hazeh”.

The next morning, someone came over to the Rebbe, clearly distraught. “I can understand that the Rebbe said the first two
brachos on the Chanukah licht”, the man began. “But how”, he continued, the tenor of his voice rising, “could the Rebbe say
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shehecheyanu?” The brachah of shehecheyanu is thanking Hashem for bringing us to this day. But what type of day is this,
where every moment another Yid meets a gruesome death at the hands of the accursed Nazis, a day where our own

children vanish into smoke? Should we really be saying a brachah thanking Hashem for having such an existence?”

The Rebbe looked at the man for a moment, and responded. “I too had that question. | was wondering if our current
situation was one about which a person would have a chiyuv to say shehecheyanu. | wasn't sure, so therefore | paused
between the first two brachos and the last. However, as | looked around, | saw the answer to my question. | saw Yidden
who had everything taken away from them, except for life itself, which they are also holding onto by merely a thread. | saw
people who were literally at the cusp of despair. But through all of that, | saw people whose neshamos were burning,
yearning for a bit of ruchniyus, a bit of kedushah. Yidden who risked their lives to watch someone else perform a mitzvah.
Yidden to whom every single bit of Torah is the most valuable commodity around. Yidden who shone with the excitement
of connecting with the Eibershter! And that is deserving of a shehecheyanu!”

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

now”N NV

1. How old was npa1 when she was 709)?
2. The name of which 2yv DY is mentioned in this week’s nw19?

3. In what instances does the nw19 mention each of the following numbers?
3,7,100, 180

4. In what instance in this week’s Nv15 does a 7109 end with the words
APY> IINN? (Submitted by D. Hunger)

5. What similar phenomenon in the story of nown, happened in this week’s nw19?*
6. List seven women whose deaths are mentioned explicitly in the nn.?

7. |left by the o>nay2 M3,
| came by the destruction of 0y710,
| left when apy> came to NN N,
| came after the fight with apy> and the Tx5n.
| was also used once to represent apy>.
Who am I?

8. My father failed his mission,’
As a result his uncle continued on.
The uncle’s descendant failed his mission,
As a result my descendants continued on.
All four of our names are all mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I? Who is my father? Who is his uncle?
Who is the uncle’s descendant?

Need a Hint?

! Regarding the war

’ Three in this week’s N9, two previously in the N7I1N, one av» NWAY, two in 12712 190. Another hint? One in NN and one in O
% Mentioned in > in last week’s nw1o




Answers

121. apy> was a 98 on his return from yIn (He left yaw N2 at 63, learned in 72y nyaw>
for 14 years, worked for nx9y 9N~ for 14 years, worked for cattle for 6 years and was on
the road for 1 % years when npan was 909) and NP2 was 23 when she gave birth to
apy. (She got married at 3 and only gave birth 20 years later)

™MD — MDD DIPHN DY XIP 1D Y.

3 — Days after the N5 "5 Ny attacked the city of 0ovw
7 —Times 2py> bowed to vy

100 — Price for the land apy> bought near oovw

180 — The age pns> was 909

The N9 asks apy> what his name is and at the end of the 7109 he responds “ 9NN
apy”. (N,25)

D>0YN T2 07 when WWHY and MY killed out bov.

VYD NYKR, NIV, DN, NP2 NPIN NIAT, (NTIN NYR) VIV N3, D19, 7Y N2,

| left by the %913 13 5993, - N2 WRVN O

| came by the destruction of 0y1o, = NIND DY RS> WHWUn

| left when apy’ came to nr9n 90, - YNYN N2 OV PN

| came after the fight with apy» and the JnOn. - 92Y TWUNRD WHYN D N
| was also used once to represent apys. - In qUYY’s dream

Who am I? - The sun

Next week....

Last Week’s Riddle:

We are relatives,

He was willing to die not to do it, - He was thrown into a fire

| died as a result of trying to stop another from doing it, - By taking the ©¥99n from my father
| am mentioned in this week’s nwA9.

Who am I? Who is he? -Yn1 and oNYaN

L,IND DNT 12 PR PYY NTHIAN — NNHY IR
977090 TOON 12 TYT PNYY ,N7Y APY TIT N 192 1592 ,973 DNNAN 12 DINY YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MNMNY MO YOO
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Pischei Parsha — Vayishlach
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

Yaakov asked the malach, “What is your name?”' When else does someone in Tanach ask a malach
his name?

When a malach appeared to Shimshon’s parents, informing them that he would be born, Manoach asked the
malach his name.?

How long did Yaakov have a limp, after being attacked by the malach?
Yaakov and the malach fought until alos hashachar, at which point the malach settled for injuring Yaakov’s
leg.® When the sun rose, Yaakov was healed.*

When Eisav embraced Yaakov, what “halacha” did he violate?
It's a “halacha” that Eisav hates Yaakov, but Eisav happened to get emotional at that moment and embraced
Yaakov sincerely.5

Traveling with children can cause unexpected delays. How did this once save Bnei Yisrael?
Yaakov was able to avoid Eisav by saying, “No, no, you go ahead, don’t wait for me. After all, my kids walk
really slowly, and | need to travel at their pace.”®

After leaving home in Parshas Vayeitzei, did Yaakov ever see his parents again?
He rejoined Yitzchak in Chevron’; Rivkah died before Yaakov returned.®

Did Yaakov’s parents ever meet his wives?
Rivkah and Rachel died before Yaakov returned home; Yitzchak met the rest of his wives.

How long were Yaakov and Rachel married?
From the time Yaakov arrived in Charan, until he reunited with Yitzchak, 22 years passed.® For the first 7,
Yaakov was not married, and Rachel died before Yaakov arrived in Chevron. So, less than 15 years.

How much longer did Yitzchak live, after he reunited with Yaakov?
Yaakov returned to Chevron at the age of 99, and Yitzchak was 60 years older than him, making him 159.1°
There were 21 years left until Yitzchak died at the age of 180."

After Yaakov appeased Eisav, and they parted ways, did they ever see each other again?
They buried Yitzchak together.'?
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How many people who are mentioned in Parshas Vayishlach have the same name as someone else in
Tanach?

Devorah meinekes Rivkah'3; Devorah the neviah'

Gad, son of Yaakov'®; Gad the navi'®

Addah, wife of Eisav'’; Addah, wife of Lemech'®

Bosmas, daughter of Yishmael, wife of Eisav; Bosmas, daughter of Eilon, wife of Eisav'®

Reueil, son of EisavZ’; Reueil the father of the women whom Moshe saved at the well in Midian?'

Korach, son of Eisav??; Korach, son of Yitzhar??

Elifaz, son of Eisav?*; Elifaz, friend of lyov?®

Amaleik, son of Elifaz?%; Amaleik, a powerful person from the nation of Chori who ruled over the area called
“S’dei HaAmaleiki,” which was attacked by the “Four Kings” in Parshas Lech Lecha, who was the namesake of
Elifaz's son Amaleik, and possibly related to Timna, Elifaz’'s mother?”

Kenaz, son of Elifaz?8; Kenaz, father of Osniel?®

Zerach, son of Reueil, grandson of Eisav?®; Zerach, father of Yovav the king of Edom3'; Zerach, son of
Yehudah?32

Be’or, king of Edom?33; Be’or father of Bilam3*

Bela, king of Edom?3; Bela, son of Binyamin3¢

Utz, grandson of Seir®”; Utz, son of Nachor3®

Shaul, king of Edom?3?; Shaul, king of Bnei Yisrael*® 4!
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“1 Thank you Rabbi Pielet and the talmidim of Yishrei Lev, Rabbi Ephraim Weiss, and Rabbi Landesman for
their additions
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How old were Shimon and Levi when they attacked Shechem?

Yaakov spent 7 years working for Lavan, got married, worked for another 7 years during which all his sons
besides Binyamin were born, worked for another 6 years, spent 18 months on the road*?, and then settled near
Shechem. Shimon and Levi must have been around 13 years old.4®

How many times do we read an entire sefer of navi as the haftarah?
e Yonah on Yom Kippur
e Ovadia with Parshas Vayishlach

JUST CURIOUS

Yaakov brags to Eisav, “Im Lavan garti, taryag mitzvos shamarti’ — “l lived with Lavan, and | kept the
613 mitzvos.”** In this intense, scary moment, Yaakov was showing off to his evil, murderous brother
that he remained Torah observant?
e He was telling him, “The beracha that our father gave you, ‘Al charbecha tichyeh,” “You will live by your
sword,’ is contingent upon my failure to keep the mitzvos — which did NOT happen.™5
¢ In this whole conversation, Yaakov was sharing the events of his life, as loving brothers do when
reuniting, to demonstrate his desire to have a good relationship with Eisav.4®

Yaakov prepared for war with Eisav.*” His oldest children were around 13. Were they able to fight, or
did his servants serve as his army?

Had Dina married Eisav, she could have brought him to do teshuva, and Yaakov is BLAMED for
preventing this marriage. Leah thought she would marry Eisav, and is PRAISED for crying so much
that her eyes were affected.*® Why the difference?

Leah, who was a tzaddekes, but the daughter of a rasha, was worried that she wouldn’t be able to withstand
Eisav’s influence. Dina, a tzaddekes who was the daughter of a {zaddik, had a much better chance of affecting
Eisav, or at least not being negatively affected.*

When the malach asked Yaakov what his name was, Yaakov told him. When Yaakov asked him back,
the malach replied, “Why are you asking me?”%® Why didn’t the malach just tell him?
e He was answering, “l don’t really have a name — it changes with each job%', so even if | tell you my

current name, you'll just have to ask me again if we meet later®2.”
He was saying, “There is no point in knowing my name. Hashem controls everything — if you call me for
help, | won’t answer, and | can’t save you.”?
He explained, “Identifying a malach requires understanding his nature, which | can’t describe in
words.”%*
Among Bnei Yisrael, when 2 strangers meet while traveling, it is typical for them to inquire about each
other’s lives. Amongst other nations, one would typically find such inquiries strange. The roots of this
distinction can be traced back to the vastly different attitudes of Yaakov and the malach!>®
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Because Yaakov was injured in his gid hanasheh, the Torah prohibits eating this part of an animal.5®
Doesn’t this perpetuate a bad national memory?
The mitzvah reminds us of Yaakov’s strength, and the neis which allowed him to survive.%”
Since we don'’t eat the gid hanasheh, we wind up considering it an insignificant body part, which, in
turn, renders YaakovV’s injury as “not such a big deal.”®®
The mitzvah reminds us that even if Eisav and his descendants hurt us in galus, Mashiach will come
and we will end up victorious.5°
When Yaakov was injured, tumah attached itself to every animal’s gid hanasheh, so we can’t any gid
hanasheh.5°
Since Yaakov’s children allowed him to remain alone, which left him susceptible to the attack of the
malach, Hashem prohibited the gid hanasheh as a reminder that we should escort people.®"

When Eliezer asked Rivkah’s family if they would let her marry Yitzchak, the Torah stresses that Lavan
answered before his father, showing him disrespect.®? Yet, when negotiating with Shechem, Yaakov’s
sons answered instead of him.®* Why wasn’t this considered disrespectful?

Regarding Rivkah, the Torah mentions that Besuel ALSO spoke, albeit second, due to Lavan’s decision to
speak out of turn. Regarding Shechem, Yaakov’s sons only spoke when they saw that Yaakov was not
intending to respond at all.®*

Shechem spoke to Yaakov AND his sons, trying to convince them to let him marry Dina. Yet, only
Yaakov’s sons responded. Why was Yaakov silent?

The concept of Dina marrying Shechem was so embarrassing that Yaakov’s sons didn’'t want Yaakov to even
participate in the conversation.5®

Why did Shimon and Levi kill the whole city of Shechem, if only Shechem did the aveirah of “stealing”
Dina?
¢ By not judging Shechem as a thief, the entire city failed to fulfill one of the sheva mitzvos Bnei Noach —
to establish courts — and were thus chayav misah.®

e A Ben Noach is killed for violating monetary halacha, but not for failing to establish courts. In general,
the K’'naanim, including the city of Shechem, were chayav misah for violating avodah zara and giluy
arayos, but it wasn’t within the jurisdiction of Yaakov’s family to do anything about it. Shimon and Levi
acted because they considered the whole city to be reshaim, servants of the evil King Shechem, whose
bris milah was performed insincerely, who were chayav misah. Yaakov was upset because he felt that
his sons’ actions were too dangerous, and perhaps the people of Shechem would have done teshuva.®”
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Yaakov would never let Dina marry Shechem. When he heard his sons say, “Let’s make a deal: get a
bris milah, and then you can marry her,” he knew it was a trick. Why did he later get upset at Shimon
and Levi?

Yaakov assumed that the people of Shechem would reject the deal, and expected that even if they would
accept it, his sons planned only to steal back Dina while the city was recuperating, perhaps killing just
Shechem himself. Shimon and Levi did much more than Yaakov anticipated.®

While Yaakov’s family was traveling, Devorah, Rivkah’s nurse, passed away, and they buried her.
Yaakov had been away from home for decades, and his mother was over 120 years old — why was he
traveling with her childhood nurse?
¢ Rivkah had sent her to retrieve Yaakov from Padan Aram.%°
o After Devorah accompanied Rivkah on her trip with Eliezer, Devorah returned home, and was now
traveling with Yaakov to reunite with Rivkah, or she was helping Yaakov with his children out of honor
and love for Rivkah.
It is unlikely that Rivkah sent an elderly woman to retrieve Yaakov. Rather, Devorah was a different
nurse than the unnamed one who accompanied Rivkah to marry Yitzchak. Yaakov brought her along
with his family, caring for her in her old age, out of honor for his mother.”®

Immediately before she passed away, Rachel called her son “Ben Oni,” and Yaakov called him
“Binyamin.” Why didn’t Yaakov keep the name which Rachel chose?

The name “Ben Oni” can mean “son of my mourning,” or “son of my strength.” Rachel had in mind the former.
Yaakov called him, “Bin-yamin,” “son of my strong, right hand,” which echoed Rachel’s choice, but introduced a
positive connotation.”’

When Menashe HaMelech placed avodah zara in the Beis HaMikdash, the avos and imahos davened for
Hashem to forgive Bnei Yisrael, to no avail. Rachel protested that if she could give the simanim to
Leah, and display such mercy, certainly Hashem could — and Hashem granted her request.”? In fact,
Hashem arranged that Rachel would be buried in Beis Lechem so that when Nevuzeradan would exile

Bnei Yisrael, they would pass her kever, and she would daven for them.” If Rachel alone had such
great zechuyos, why do we constantly recall Akeidas Yitzchak in our tefillos, instead of the mesirus
nefesh of Rachel?

The zechus of Akeidas Yitzchak is generally greater. It was specifically when Bnei Yisrael brought a
“‘competitor” into the Beis HaMikdash that Rachel was able to counter, “Hashem, I, a mere human, brought a
competitor into my house; certainly You can forgive Bnei Yisrael for doing the same.””*

IN YOUR OPINION

On his way back to Yitzchak, Yaakov knew he would pass near Eisav’s territory in Edom. Worried that
Eisav would find out that he was nearby, Yaakov preemptively sent him messengers. When the
messengers returned, they informed Yaakov, “We reached Eisav, and he is actually on his way to meet
you with 400 men.””®> What do you think it was like to be informed of that surprise?
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Many of us find it very difficult to learn Torah to our full potential, whether in quantity or quality. Why
do you think this challenge is so universal? What are your biggest impediments to learning?

The evil malach which attacked Yaakov sought to uproot Bnei Yisrael. Although he tolerated the chesed of
Avraham and the avodah of Yitzchak, Yaakov’s Torah learning was too much for him to “let go,” because
Torah learning is our strongest weapon against the yetzer hara.”® Likewise, the yetzer hara does everything he
can to prevent US from learning, because he knows that as long as we learn, we have the “weapons” to defeat
him and do teshuva for other aveiros.””

Did you ever chase after something you really wanted, and then wind up not even enjoying it?

Eisav boasted that he had “a lot,” revealing that he still felt lacking and dissatisfied; Yaakov responded that he
“had it all,” and was fully content.”® Often, when a person chases something he wants, he winds up feeling
embarrassed or regretful, to the point that he doesn’t even enjoy the item afterwards.”

If a person endured a difficult ordeal, and Baruch Hashem things improved, is there any point in
reminding himself about the past?

Yaakov built a mizbeach to Hashem upon arriving safely in Shechem. Hashem told him, “Go back to Beis El,
and build a mizbeach to Me, Who appeared to you when you were fleeing from Eisav.”® Hashem was telling
him, “The feeling you have now, when things are good, doesn’t compare to the feeling of closeness you had to
Me when you were feeling very desperate many years ago. Go back there, and remind yourself of those
feelings of closeness.”®"
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CHAYEINY

Weehly —  ALife of Truth

) . Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
Shabbos Inspiration
1NAN' YN Nyl

The following story is brought down in the sefer "¢'n a7, where the g a7 points out the danger of n'viay, people who put on a
show of being very holy, but are actually insincere." Our story begins with an old Yid whom Hashem had blessed with much wealth;
many estates, gardens, orchards, fields and vineyards, herds of cattle and many sheep. His son was a T'n' |2 whose name was
Yaakov. Yaakov was very loyal to his father, and father and son loved each other dearly. The old father was a very smart man who
was ann his son the right way. He lived a long, productive life, and when he felt that his time was nearing, he called for his son to
impart his final words. When Yaakov arrived, his father gestured for him to sit down next to him. Yaakov made himself comfortable,
and his father began telling him what was on his mind. “My dear son, Hashem has been very kind to me. He has granted me more
than a century of life. | give a nxTinI N2Y to the n'7iy 7¥ iian for my long and wonderful years, but now | want to give over my
final words.” “Father, please don't talk that way,” Yaakov protested. His father looked at peace. “No, no. Don’t worry, my son. What |
tell you now is with a heart full of gratitude and joy. As you know, you are going to inherit vast estates, and you will become very
wealthy. | want you to understand that | have amassed all of this great wealth with just one main objective in mind. That is for you to
spend the rest of your life devoted to Torah, Avoda and gemilas chasadim.” “Father, are you worried? Have | not spent most of my
life in the wiaman na?” “Oh no, I'm not worried about that. I'm worried about you being able to continue for the rest of your life in
the Bais HaMedrash. You see my dear son, even though | love you dearly, | must tell you the truth. Because you have spent most of
your years in the Bais HaMedrash, you know little about dealing with people, and I'm afraid - to a certain extent - perhaps you're a bit
too... well the opposite of being shrewd.” Yaakov appreciated his father’s concern. He knew that what his father was saying was true,
but he didn’'t know what to do about it. Yaakov lightly grasped his father's hand. “I know my father, that is true. Often people take
advantage of me, but what can | do?” “Well, my dear son, therefore | am concerned. | want to ask you one thing. Because you are
going to be very rich, inevitably you will have dealings with people. Try to judge people based on their actions, not on their looks.
Sometimes people look very good on the outside, but are very different on the inside.”

The father still lived for a while. When he did pass away, the son was somewhat overwhelmed by his tremendous wealth. Of course,
it was the greatest bracha, but he was a bit confused with how to manage it. He felt that it was taking up too much of his time, and he
wanted so badly to return to the Bais HaMedrash. He let people know that he was looking to hire a trustworthy manager. One day, a
very distinguished looking gentleman by the name of Mordechai knocked on his door. “Shalom Aleichem! Mordechai's the name.”
Mordechai indeed seemed like a big Tzadik, he was wearing his talis and tefillin. Apparently, he was from the select few who would
wear their talis and tefillin the entire day. Mordechai put on his best smile and said, “I hear that you're interested in someone to take
care of your estates. Well, Mordechai is the name, and | am a professional manager of estates. If | take care of your wealth, you'll be
able to sit in the Bais HaMedrash the entire day and learn with great ¢i9an nn1n.” Yaakov gushed, “Oh Reb Mordechai, that is so
nice of you, and | would be more than willing to pay you a handsome salary.” Mordechai waved his hand, “Nah! Salary, salary, | don’t
need no salary. The mere fact that | am working for you, and you will be sitting in the Bais HaMedrash learning... ah! Such joy comes
to my heart! That alone is my best salary.” Givalt! Yaakov thought to himself, this Reb Mordechai is not just a plain Tzadik, he is a
gevaldigga Tzadik! Ah! look at the shine on his face. He hugged Mordechai and said, “thank you! Thank you so much for coming!
When can you start working?” “I'll start working right now,” Mordechai said, “just show me all the books.” Unfortunately, the son was
so impressed by Mordechai that he showed him all the books, gave him all the keys, told him exactly where everything was, and he
never really bothered to find out whether Mordechai was in2 idim, whether his inside was as real as his outside. The next morning,
Yaakov was in the Bais Medrash. He had not a thing to worry about!

That night Mordechai came back to him, “I see it'll be a cinch taking care of your estates. | just need some more of the keys, and |
need the combinations to all of your safes.” Yaakov stammered a bit, and asked, “eh, eh, how is my business doing?” “Gevaldik!
Moiradik!” Mordechai buoyantly replied. Yaakov didn't feel comfortable questioning Reb Mordechai. After all, he was obviously such a
Tzadik! Though, he felt that he should do his due diligence. “Um, will - will | be uh... will it be producing um...” he gulped, “...enough
money for me to uh be able to uh earn wwhat | need to live on?” This was turning out easier than Mordechai had expected. “Givaldig!
What's the shaila!? Your father was rich, and you're going to be even richer; because your father didn’'t have Reb Mordechai to take
care of his estates. | will take care of it. Now, you just go back to the Bais Medrash. Give me the keys to all your locks, the numbers
to all your safes, and don’t worry about a thing.” Well, if Mordechai says so, Yaakov thought to himself. The man who wears such a
beautiful talis, who wears his tefilin all day, who walks around with a Tehilim all day, if he says so, it must be true. Mordechai moved
very quickly. It didn’t take long, and Mordechai had all the keys, all the numbers to the safes, all the books, and the son was perfectly
happy going to the Bais Medrash every day from morning until night. Until one night...

Yaakov had come home after spending a very tiring day in the Bais Medrash. It was late at night, and he was fixing himself a tea. It
was very cold outside. He thought that he heard someone at the door. Yaakov was surprised. Who could it be so late? “Hello, who is

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #144, Dial-A-Shiur
1|Life of Truth



there?” “Please... eh, let me in, it's fffffffffffrrreezing outside!” Yaakov opened the door and saw a Yid standing outside shivering. “Oy
gevalt!” Yaakov cried. “Quickly! come in Reb Yid, come in. Please! Here is a warm tea. Take off your socks. Let me put your feet
into warm water.” The man’s teeth were chattering, “It's so cocooold outside, and all | have is this coat... this thin, rrrripped coat.”
“Oh, it's definitely thin, it's definitely ripped, and definitely torn,” Yaakov agreed. The other man continued, “I came to you because
yyyoour fffather always used to help me when | was cold.” Yaakov's face lit up, “You know something?! | just had an idea. My father
owned a very warm fur coat. | don’t wear it because it’s not my size. | think I'm going to give it to you.” The poor man spluttered, “Do
you think that it wwwwould be a kkkkovod for your father?” Yaakov gasped, “Kavod? What are you talking about? | think that a Yid
being warmed with his coat would be the greatest zechus for my father! | can't think of anything nicer.” Now, were is that coat?
Hmm... Let me check in this closet. - Maybe it's downstairs in the basement. “Reb Yid, please stay here.” The Yid was still shivering.
“Whew... I'm not going anywhere with my feet in this warm water.” “Oh, good point,” Yaakov distractedly replied. Hmm, it's not in the
basement. Let me go upstairs and check the attic. “Oh, | know,” Yaakov exclaimed, “my father must have left it in the store. Reb Yid,
tomorrow morning I'll go and get it from the office.” His shivering visitor shook his head. “I have to go tonight; someone is waiting for
me. - It's okay. I'll manage in this little - narrow - torn - ripped - little thing.” “No, No,” Yaakov protested, “I| don’t want you to have to go
outside like that. I'm going to go to my father’s store right now to get that coat.”

Yaakov lit a lantern. Then he remembered that he needed to find the key to the store. He opened a drawer, and started rummaging
through the keys. His visitor was watching him. “Do you have the keys?” That was a good question. “Keys?” Yaakov dumbly replied,
‘now that's a problem. | have a bunch of keys over here but I'm not sure which ones are which.” Yaakov’s visitor was surprised,
“Pardon me. | really should mind my own business, but you don’t even know which are the keys to your own store?” Somehow, the
question made Yaakov feel uncomfortable. “Well, I'll tell you the truth. Um. You know Reb Mordechai?” “No. | don't.” “Well, Reb
Mordechai takes care of my businesses and estates, and therefore, | - [ wouldn’t know where — um - the keys to my store... | mean, |
mean, | — | gave him all the keys.” The visitor couldn’t believe it. “I've never heard of anyone not having the keys to his own store.
How can you trust this manager so much?” The question didn’'t sound right to Yaakov. “Please don't talk lashon hara about Reb
Mordechai my manager. He’s an ehrliche Yid.” “I'm not saying that he’s not,” responded his caring visitor, “don’t get me wrong. I'm
just asking you. | knew your father very well; he was a cautious person. Did you inquire whether this Mordechai is an ehrlicha
person?” Yaakov tensed. “Of course! He wears his talis and tefilin all day.” Noticing Yaakov’s tension, his visitor reflected, “Why are
you getting so nervous? Why did you drop the keys? I'm suggesting that people who wear their talis and tefilin all day are usually
ehrliche Yidden, but that depends on whether they're thinking about their talis and tefilin, or just wearing it.” Yaakov was annoyed.
“Listen Reb Yid, I've heard enough. | - I'm going to go now and get you that coat.” “Thank you. | didn’t mean to impose.”

Holding a lantern that kept on blowing out in the whistling winds, Yaakov wrapped himself up in his coat and made his way toward the
store. He did feel bad; actually, he felt a little bit like a batlan. He kept on looking at his keys wondering, it does seem funny that |
wouldn’t even know where the key to my own store is. Well, hopefully I'll be able to find it. It has to be one of these keys. As he
approached the store something struck him. There was a light coming out of the window. Why is there a light coming out of the
window? That’s strange. Then realization hit him, “Oh no! | hope there’s no fire! Let me run over!” Yaakov looked into the window,
and he felt relieved. Boruch Hashem, it wasn't a fire. It was just candle light. Candle light in the middle of my store? | know. It must
be Reb Mordechai is.. “Hmm... oh, Reb Mordechai's there. What a loyal worker! He’s taking care of my store even in the middle of
the night. There he is standing by the shelf with those two... | wonder who those two people are? And look, they’re emptying all the
merchandise off the shelves and putting it into sacks.” Yaakov wondered, why are they emptying all the merchandise out of the
shelves and putting it into sacks? Maybe | should put my ear over to the door and listen. Yaakov put his ear to the door, and he
heard Mordechai talking to his men, “Let’s go! Let's go quickly! We're going to clean this place out by tomorrow morning! By the time
the sun comes up tomorrow morning we'll be out of here! Let me take off the talis and tefilin. | won't be needing them anymore. |
only put them on to fool that fool!” Yaakov shuddered! “Oy gevalt! | can't believe what went into my ears! This this Mordechai is a
phony! nry1ayx! This is what my father warned me about. My father always told me that it's important to be n12>1 92% |7, and assume
that every Yid is good, but to also be careful not to truly trust a person on the basis of how he looks, but on the basis of his actions. |
was so swept off my feet by Mordechai that | gave him everything!” Yaakov cried, “l can't believe he fooled me like this. I'm so angry!”

Yaakov burst through the door! He picked up one of the empty sacks from the floor and he began to scream at the top of his lungs
“Mordechai, Mordechai how could you?! How could you lie to me?! How dare you do this to me! I'm going to take you to Bais Din!”
Mordechai looked at his henchmen and he quickly decided that they were going to have to do something if they weren'’t going to get
caught. Before Yaakov knew what hit him, they pounced upon him, and began to beat him terribly. “Ouch! Aw! What are you doing
to me? Mordechai, Mordechai stop!” “My name is not Mordechai.” “What is your name?” “Nothing to do with you!” “But you’re
my business manager. | have a right to know your name.” “I was your business manager,” Mordechai chuckled, “not any more.
You don’t have a business! Good bye, and good luck!” With that, Mordechai and his boys ran out of the store, and jumped into a
wagon. Yaakov ran after them screaming, “Come back! Come back! How dare you? Get off that wagon!”

To be continued 7120 own NITYA. In our y1awn ni'wno we learn how 11'ax apy' dealt with all sorts of wicked and sinister
people like Eisav, and Lavan, and the Torah teaches us how to deal with such people. Yaakov also knew that owin nxn "r1y. He
put his |[inp*a in Hashem, and Hashem always saved him. nwin natya, in our next issue we will see how Hashem saves the
Yaakov in our story as well.
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Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

ngly Hilchos Shabbos
—— L Initiative —

Is it permissible to allow an automatic sprinkler to water the lawn on
Shabbos?

This is permissible. However, to prevent a zilzul of Shabbos it is preferable to have
the sprinkler system’s automatic clock switch on the sprinkler during the nighttime
or very early in the morning, when there are few or no passersby and it will not be
seen.

Is it permissible to attach a garden hose to an outdoor spigot, or a portable
sink to an outdoor faucet?

One should not attach a hose to an outdoor spigot or a portable sink to an outdoor
faucet. One should also not replace a piece of a gutter that became disconnected.

Is it permissible to remove unwanted growth from a bungalow wall, such as
mushrooms or other plants?

It is not permissible to uproot or detach any living vegetation from its source of
growth.

Is it permissible to use a hammock or swing that is attached directly to a tree?

[t is not permissible to use a hammock or swing that is directly connected to a tree.
If the hammock or swing is attached to hooks on a tree, it is permitted to be used.
However, if during use the movement of the hammock or swing will cause the tree
to shake, doing so is prohibited even if it is connected with hooks.

Is it permissible to place a swing or hammock on hooks that are attached to a
tree?

Although it is permissible to use a swing that is attached to hooks on a tree, it is not
permissible to place a swing on the hooks on Shabbos.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Gates are Never Closed
Part |

The holy Baal Shem Tov possessed the ability to
see into a person’s soul. Just by looking at
someone’s face, he knew all the sins that the
person had committed. The Baal Shem Tov also
possessed a powerful love for his fellow Jews, a
genuine feeling of deep caring that caused him to
ache when he realized the spiritual damage that
they were inflicting upon themselves. With his
trademark warmth, he sought to bring as many
Jews as possible to teshuvah.

Our story takes place shortly before the Baal
Shem Tov left the world. He was lying on his
deathbed, ill and frail, surrounded by his closest
disciples, who were sobbing quietly. Gathering
his ebbing strength, the Baal Shem Tov began to
give over his final instructions to his talmidim.

“You will be a rebbe,” the Baal Shem Tov said,
pointing at one of them. “Go to such-and-such
place, where they will accept you as their rebbe,
and you will bring those Jews closer to Hashem.”

“And your mission will be to ensure that the
requirement of immersing in a mikvah is
fulfilled,” the Baal Shem Tov said, pointing to
another of his students. “You will ensure that the
mikvaos are kosher, and that people understand
the importance of the laws of purity.”

One by one, he entrusted his closest talmidim
with a mission, a legacy that they would
perpetuate after his passing.

“And what about me?” one of the men in the
room, a close attendant of the Baal Shem Tov,
whom we’ll call Pinchas, asked.

“Your mission, Pinchas, will be to travel around
and say over stories of your teacher,” the Baal
Shem Tov said, much to the surprise of everyone
in the room. “You will inspire many people to
teshuvah, and you will earn your parnasah as
well.”

A few hours later, the Baal Shem Tov passed
away. His talmidim were heartbroken,
inconsolable, over their irreplaceable loss, and
they knew that there would always be a giant hole
in their hearts in the place that the Baal Shem Tov
had so prominently occupied.

However, they had each been given a directive to
follow, and they now invested themselves into
fulfilling their rebbe’s instructions. The newly
minted rebbe traveled to the town where he’d
been directed, the mikvah maven threw himself
into his work, and the brand new melamed
gathered the young children and devoted hours
into their chinuch, just as the Baal Shem Tov had
wanted. Each of his talmidim began to carry out
the mission he’d been assigned, finding comfort



and solace in the perpetuation of the Baal Shem
Tov’s legacy.

As the Baal Shem Tov had instructed, Pinchos
began to make his rounds through the nearby
villages and towns, disseminating inspirational
stories about the Baal Shem Tov. Wherever he
went, people eagerly lapped up the vyiras
shamayim and emunas chachamim that were so
present in the tales. They gladly paid the small
entrance fee that Yaakov charged for attendance,
and he made a modest livelihood.

About two and a half years after he’d begun his
new career as a traveling storyteller on the behest
of the Baal Shem Tov, someone informed Pinchas
of a lucrative lead. “There’s a very wealthy Jew
in Italy who loves to hear stories of tzaddikim,”
the man told him. “His name is Refael, and he
pays a gold coin for every story someone tells him
about the Baal Shem Tov.”

Pinchas’s interest was piqued. “Sounds like
someone I would want to meet.”

“Yes, my thoughts exactly,” the man agreed
enthusiastically. “You know endless stories about
the Baal Shem Tov. He won’t be able to get
enough of you! Every Shabbos, he hosts large
seudos, where Jews from all over the continent
join together, singing zemiros and exchanging
divrei Torah. And, of course, they tell over stories
about tzaddikim, and particularly about the Baal
Shem Tov. Refael’s hospitality is truly one of a
kind.”

Italy wasn’t a hop and skip away; it was a journey
of more than seven months from the town where
Pinchas resided. Still, he was excited about the
opportunity to spread inspiration from the Baal
Shem Tov across the world, and the generous
compensation of the Italian Jew was another push
for him to go. With the backing of his family, he
packed his bags and set out for Italy.

The trip was lengthy and tiring, and it seemed to
stretch on and on endlessly, but eventually,
Pinchas reached his destination. Exhausted from
his journey but relieved it was finally over,
Pinchas stopped a Jewish-looking man in the
street to ask for directions. “Shalom aleichem,
I’'m looking for the home of Refael, a wealthy
Jew?”

The man looked him up and down. “Aleichem
shalom,” he replied pleasantly. “You seem to be
new to these parts. Let me escort you to Refael’s
house so that you don’t lose your way.”

“Thank you,” Pinchas said gratefully, following
him through the busy streets until they reached a
large mansion.

“Here’s Refael’s house,” the man said. “He’ll
take care of you.” He waved and walked off,
leaving Pinchas to climb the grand staircase up to
the large front door.

A uniformed butler answered the door, smiling in
welcome. “How can I help you?” he inquired.

“I am a close disciple of the Baal Shem Tov,”
Pinchas introduced himself. “I would like to
speak to the master of the house.”

“A student of the Baal Shem Tov!” the butler’s
voice rang out with new respect. “Please come
inside, and | will inform my master of your
arrival.” He waited for Pinchas to step onto the
gleaming marble floor and closed the door behind
him. “Please have a seat,” the butler said, showing
him to a waiting room with comfortable couches.
“I will be back momentarily.”

Pinchas sank into the soft cushions of his seat and
leaned his head back, exhausted. He surveyed the
beautiful room curiously, wondering how Refael
had made his fortune. Soon, the butler was back.



“My master was pleased to hear that a student of
the Baal Shem Tov has come,” the butler said.
“He is an extremely busy man and doesn’t have
the time during the week, but Shabbos is when his
schedule is more relaxed and he’ll be available to
speak to you and hear stories about your esteemed
teacher. It is his honor and pleasure to host you
until then. If you will follow me, sir, | will show
you to your accommodations.”

“Thank you, that is most kind,” Pinchas said
gratefully, getting up to follow the man to the
room where he’d be staying. It was a large and
well-appointed bedroom, with everything a guest
could possibly need during his stay. Refael, it
seemed, wasn’t just a generous man, but a
thoughtful one as well.

The next few days passed quickly. Pinchas had
ample time to rest up from his journey, and by the
time Shabbos arrived, he was feeling refreshed
and invigorated. Dressed in his Shabbos clothes,
he went to the shul connected to Refael’s house,
where a large minyan gathered each week for the
Shabbos tefillos.

Identifying him as the visiting student of the Baal
Shem Tov, Pinchas was seated at the eastern wall
of the shul. Before davening, he finally met
Refael, who greeted him warmly and welcomed
him to his home. Kabbalas Shabbos and Maariv
were beautiful, and when davening was over, the
crowd dispersed to their homes to eat the Shabbos
meal.

“In about an hour, they will come back for some
singing and inspiration,” Refael explained to
Pinchas as they walked toward his dining room
for their seudah. “That’s when we will be honored
to have you tell us stories about the Baal Shem
Tov. But for now, let’s make kiddush and enjoy
the seudah.”

The table was set beautifully, as fit for a king, and
many guests were seated around the table. As the
student of the holy Baal Shem Tov, Pinchas was
given the seat beside his host. His eyes widened
as he surveyed the table, never having seen so
many delicacies served at one meal. As a man of
means, Refael wanted to honor the Shabbos in the
best way he could, and while he himself ate little,
he seemed to take pleasure in ensuring his guests
were sated and happy.

After the festive meal, they returned together to
the shul, which began to fill up with people. Soon,
soul stirring melodies filled the room, uplifting
and inspiring the many Jews in attendance.

Refael stood up, banging on the table in a call for
silence. “I would like to invite Rav Pinchas, a
talmid of the holy Baal Shem Tov, to stand up and
tell us stories about his revered teacher.” He
glanced sideways at his guest in silent
confirmation.

Pinchas nodded and stood up, approaching the
lecturn to begin speaking. He’d done this dozens
of times since the passing of the Baal Shem Tov,
and over the course of time, had gotten better and
better at it. He cleared his throat, searching
through his mental files of stories, but drew
completely blank.

He could not remember a single story about the
Baal Shem Tov!

He swallowed the rising feeling of panic within
him and frantically searched his memory. He
knew hundreds, if not thousands, of stories about
the Baal Shem Tov! How could it be that he could
not recall a single one?

The crowd began to stir, a sign that he was taking
too long to begin. Pinchas closed his eyes and
tried to conjure up the image of the Baal Shem
Tov in his mind. Surely, just seeing a mental
image of his holy teacher would bring on the



stories! But to his dismay, he could not even recall
how the Baal Shem Tov looked.

Realizing that he could not delay any longer, he
turned to his host, his cheeks flushed with shame.
“I feel terrible, but my mind is blank,” he
admitted. “I just can’t remember any stories about
the Baal Shem Tov.”

“We’ll sing another niggun, and by then you’ll
remember,” Refael said encouragingly, launching
into a song. As the room filled with notes, Pinchas
strained and strained to remember, but it was as
though someone had stolen everything about the
Baal Shem Tov from his memory. He simply
could not remember.

“Im sorry,” he was forced to say when the
singing died down. “I know so many stories about
my teacher, but I just can’t remember them right
now.”

“Maybe you’re just tired,” Refael suggested
kindly. “You’ll rest up tonight, and tomorrow
your mind will be refreshed.”

Many of the others in the in room privately
disagreed with the wealthy man. In their opinion,
Pinchas was nothing but a fraud who used the
Baal Shem Tov’s name to earn himself a free stay
in the largest kosher mansion in the city. There
seemed to be no other plausible explanation.

After some more singing, the crowd dispersed and
went home. Pinchas went to his room, feeling
distressed. Try as he might, he could not recall a
single episode involving the Baal Shem Tov. This
caused him tremendous anguish, and he cried all
night.

The next morning was no better. After davening,
Refael invited him to speak, but he shook his
head. The memories had been expunged from his
head, and he did not know how to retrieve them.

At Shalosh Seudos, the crowd gathered again.
Once more, Refael tried coaxing Pinchas to
speak, but he had nothing to say. The same thing
happened at Melaveh Malkah. Pinchas was
heartbroken, but that didn’t help the stories return.

By Sunday, Pinchas was ready to give up. “I
know you probably don’t believe that I am indeed
a student of the Baal Shem Tov,” he told his host.
“But whether or not you trust me, [ am a talmid of
the Baal Shem Tov, and it hurts me terribly that |
suddenly can’t remember anything about him. It
seems to me that in Heaven, they are preventing
me from retelling the stories. It is time for me to
go home.”

“Don’t leave yet,” Refael said, feeling bad for the
devastated man. “Stay another day or two, and
maybe the stories will return. And even if they
don’t, I will still give you money because you are
a Jew and I care about you.”

Pinchas agreed to wait another two days, but
when Tuesday arrived, he still could not recall
any stories of the Baal Shem Tov. Refael sent him
off with a generous package of food and money
and escorted him to the front door. He waved as
Pinchas climbed into the wagon, his back
suddenly bent in defeat.

But before the horses could lift a leg, a sudden
memory jolted Pinchas. He leaped off the carriage
and back up the grand staircase. “Wait! Refael! I
just remembered an amazing story about the Baal
Shem Tov!”

Refael jJumped, startled, and a huge grin broke out
on his face. “Please, tell it to me now,” he cried
eagerly. “I don’t want to wait for Shabbos this
time. What if you forget again?”

Pinchas followed him back inside, feeling ten
years younger and a thousand pounds lighter.
They sat down together and Pinchas began to



speak, relaying a story that he, himself had been
part of.

“As you know, the high point of Shabbos is by
Shalosh Seudos,” he began. “Like a flame that
gets bigger before it goes out, the last minutes of
Shabbos are the holiest time of the day. During
Shalosh Seudos, the Baal Shem Tov’s mind was
entirely in Heaven. It was then that he conveyed
his deepest Torah thoughts.

“One week, the Baal Shem Tov was unusually
silent during Shalosh Seudos. It was clear to all of
us that he was lost in thought. His hands were on
his head, and he did not utter a word the entire
time. When the meal was over, we bentched and
davened Maariv.

“Immediately after Havdalah, the Baal Shem Tov
ate something quickly for Melaveh Malkah and
then he turned to me and another student. ‘Take
your tallis and tefillin and come with me,” he
instructed us.

“We looked at each other and I dared ask, ‘Where
are we going?’ But the Baal Shem Tov didn’t
reply. We got onto the wagon and traveled
throughout the night at lightening speeds. The
entire time, the Baal Shem tov was engrossed in
his own thoughts.

“We reached our destination at daybreak. It was
Sunday morning, just as the sun was beginning to
rise, and the wagon stopped outside a nondescript
house. The Baal Shem Tov instructed us to take
our packages and we followed him off the wagon
to the front door.

“We knocked lightly on the door, but there was
no answer. Then we noticed the curtain moving in
one of the windows. Whoever lived in the house
had heard our knocks and was worried that we
were dangerous. It turned out to be an elderly
Jewish woman, and when she saw that we were
Jewish she parted the curtains and spoke to us

through the window. ‘It’s dangerous for you to be
outside now!’

To be continued...

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A237
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WE ARE 60OINE&

ON A VERY DANGEROUS
SECRET MISSION THIS THURSDAY
NIGHT AT Q:00 P.M. THIS IS TOP-

SECRET CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.

PLEASE DAVEN FOR OUR

SUCCESS.

JEWS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD
WOULD COME TO THE STEIPLER GAON TO
SEEK ADVICE AND RECEIVE HIS BROCHOS.

PLEASE WRITE
DOWN YOUR NAMES |
AND T WILL DAVEN

CTTTTTTTTTT

BACK IN THE WAR ROOM THEY WERE DISCUSSING K THURSDAY NIGHT 7:30...
THE BOLO MISSION AND THEY WERE WORRIED: WE ARE GOING TO

HAVE TO CHANGE THE PLANS THE DIFFICLLT
THIS IS OLiR ONE AND \ AND BRIEF ALL THE PEOPLE MISSION IS STARTING IN AN
ONLY CHANCE - IT'S THE ONLY INVOLVED WITH THE NEW HOUR AND A HALF... T CAN'T HELP
TIME WE HAVE CLEARANCE TO FLY INFORMATION. BUT IMAGINE THE'“FE AR THESE
OVER ENEMY TERRITORY, AND T , A |\ soLoees MusT g FeeLING AT
JUST GOT WORD THEY WANT THE T ae
OPERATION TO END EARLIER. -. x :

LATER THE SOLDIERS RETURNED AND INFORMED THE
STEIPLER THAT INDEED THEIR DANGEROUS MISSION HAD
BEEN RESCHEDULED FOR AN HOLIR EARLIER - PRECISELY

THE TIME THE STEIPLER BEGAN TO DAVEN - AND THEY WERE
SUCCESSFUL IN EVERY ASPECT OF THEIR MISSION.

PLEASE DO
NOT ALLOW ANY
MORE PEOPLE FOR
THE NEXT TWO

THURSDAY NIGHT 8:00... ’

IT'S TOO MUCH... I
CAN'T WAIT ANY LONGER, I
MUST START DAVENING FOR
THEM RIGHT NOW/

R’ YAAKOV YISROEL KANIEVSKY 9781, KNOWN AS THE STEIPLER GAON, WAS THE SON OF R’ CHAIM PERETZ, A VNIV IN
HORENSTEIPEL (FROM WHICH THE TITLE “STEIPLER” WAS DERIVED) AND ND72. WHEN R’ CHAIM PERETZ WAS €0
YEARS OLD, HIS 15T WIFE DIED, LEAVING HIM WITH 3 DAUGHTERS AND NO SONS. R’ CHAIM PERETZ'S Y27 RECOMMEND
THAT HE REMARRY. HE HAD 3 MORE SONS FROM HIS aND WIFE, BRACHA. THE OLDEST WAS DY) 37}!’ AT THE AGE
OF 11, YAAKOV YISROEL LEARNED WITH ‘DER ALTER’ AT NOVARDOK, R’ YOSEF YOZEL HOROWITZ 'J”Xt AT THE AGE OF
19, THE ALTER SENT HIM TO HEAD A N2Y) AT ROGATCHOV. AFTER A STINT IN THE RUSSIAN ARMY, THE STEIPLER WAS
APPOINTED TP SERVE AS NV WNI OF NOVARDOK. IN 1435, HE PLBLISHED 9270 WY, WHEN THE 19D REACHED THE
ATTENTION OF THE VN ]’ltl’\ HE SOUGHT ONIYY APY AS A HUSBAND FOR HIS SISTER MIRIAM. AFTER HIS MARRIAGE,
2’ YAAKOV YISRAEL KANIEVSKY WAS APPOINTED SERVE AS THE N2V YN OF THE NOVARODOK YESHIVA IN THE CITY
OF PINSK. IN 1434 HE JOINED THE VON 11t AND MOVED TO P2 ’J:l 'AND AUTHORED THE APY NINP, X19 NI72 AND
02y »N. HIS MPTY AND NIN2 ]'\1'3'[) WERE LEGENDAQY AND HIS ADVICE WAS SOUGHT AFTER WOQLDWIDE

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval 5649-5745 1889-1985 AN DN 'O

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.
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EARLS OF WISDOM

What’s Your

Name?

FROM THE PARSHAH
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Yaakov asked, saying, “Please now tell your name.” He answered, “Why do you ask
about my name?” (Bereishis 32:30)

“Why do you ask” — We [angels] don’t have fixed names. Our names change
according to the mitzvah of the service we are sent to perform. (Rashi)

The malachim themselves don’ have fixed, There were times when he was called avodabh

permanent names. However, the malach blessed
Yaakov, saying:

DXIWY DX 9D AW MY IR APy KD —
Your name will no longer be Yaakov, but
rather Yisrael.!

The angel gives Yaakov a permanent name by
which he will be known from now on.

There is a wondrous idea here. The ruling angel
of Eisav, who is none other than the Sitra Achara
himself, informs Yaakov that he doesn’t possess a
name. In other words, his name changes all the time.

1 Bereishis 32:29.

zarah, but the lust and drive for idolatry was
“slaughtered” and done away with. Later he was
called Philosophy. But this, too, fell out of fashion.
Then came a period when he was called Haskalah.
Haskalah petered out, and the Sitra Achara got
a new name: Communism. His essential name is
Samael, but he changes his name now and then,
according to the spirit of the times.

Yet, the angel goes on to say that you are called
Yaakov and Yisrael. That is what you will be called
from now on, forever. Your name will never change.

The Yetzer Hara of nowadays is really the same
Yetzer Hara of olden times. Just like the Yetzer Hara
wreaked devastation on the Jewish people in the
period of the Haskalah, so he seeks to devastate us



all today as well. Nowadays the Yezzer Hara just goes

by a different name.

The problem is that by the time we figure out the
current name of the Sitra Achara, sometimes it is too
late; he got us already. The name of the Yerzer Hara

3CEV

cannot be known because his name changes. But
his nature remains the same. He is an awful, terrible
force that seeks to pull people off the right path, oft
the path of Torah and mitzvos. We need to be alert to

this, and guard ourselves from him. e

Personalized Expectations
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Because he committed an abominable act in Yisrael..

done. (Bereishis 34:7)

There is a story about R. Yosef Dov
Soloveitchik, the Beis HaLevi. Once, in the deep
of winter, the Beis HaLevi knocked on the door
of a Jewish innkeeper late at night. It was terribly
cold outside. The innkeeper at first did not want
to let him in at all. In the end he agreed to let him
in, but did not want to go through all the trouble
of setting him up in a regular room. He just told
him to lie on the floor next to the oven.

A while later, there was another knock on
the door. One of the great Chassidic Rebbes
of the generation had arrived. The innkeeper
immediately ushered him in, lit all the lights,
and prepared a nice, hot meal for him and his
Chassidim. In the middle of the meal, the Rebbe
noticed a Jew sleeping on the floor next to the
oven. He told one of the Chassidim to go over and
invite the poor fellow to the table. The Chassid

crouched next to the stove and discovered that

. and such a thing may not be

the man was none other than the illustrious Beis
HualLevi. He cried out in shock.

The innkeeper immediately begged the Beis
HalLevi's forgiveness: “I'm so sorry; I didn’t know
you were the Beis HalLevi!!”

The Beis HaLevi responded, “Listen to this:
After Shechem took Dinah, the pasuk says: “The
sons of Yaakov came from the field... and they
were very angry because he did an abominable act
in Yisrael... and such a thing may not be done - 19
mwy> 89! What is implied by, ‘And such a thing
may not be done’? It means that even the non-Jews
of those times had accepted upon themselves not

to commit indecencies such as that perpetrated

on Dinah.”
The Beis Halevi continued, “The sons of

1 Bereishis 34:7.
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Yaakov therefore answered Shechem as follows:
Had it been acceptable to treat an ordinary
girl in such a way, then you would not be held
responsible for what you did, as you did not know
she was a daughter of Yaakov and must be treated
with extra respect. But even an ordinary girl may
not be treated in such a way, so you are held liable
for wronging the daughter of Yaakov!

“And so,” concluded the Beis Halevi, “had
it been acceptable to treat a simple Jew as you
treated me, and only for an important Rav would
such treatment be deficient, you would not be
held responsible for what you did. But in fact,
even a simple Jew should not be treated like this!

Therefore, you are held liable for mistreating the
Beis HaLevi”

This story offers us an awesome insight. We
believe that each one of us will, at the end of his
lifetime, ascend to the Heavenly court of justice.
And they will say to us, “Okay, go ahead, start
with the first Mishnah in Maseches Berachos.

“Ah, you don’t know Maseches Berachos? So
start with Maseches Shabbos.”

And so forth. He doesn’t know Shabbos
either? So start with Eruvin, with Pesachim, with
Shekalim...

%RSHA TopIC

If he doesn’t know any of them, he will be
held responsible for all of them. He should have
learned all of Shas, and this is the truth.

But why? How can Hashem expect us to know
everything? The Torah was given to the lofty
generation of the Midbar, and then to the great
Torah personalities of the subsequent generations,
to the Tannaim and the Amoraim, and then to R.
Akiva Eiger and other Gedolim. How can we little
people be expected to keep the same mitzvos that
were required of them? How can we be held to the
same standard??

The answer is as we said. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu will say, “Okay, go ahead, start with Berachos.”
And the person will answer, “But I don’t have
the abilities that R. Akiva Eiger had, or that
the Chofetz Chayim had. I don’t know entire
masechtos by heart.” So Hakadosh Baruch Hu will
say, “Okay, so what level of ability do you have?
What are you capable of ?”

This is the rub. If a person in fact did what he
could, but was not capable of doing the rest, he is
exempted from the rest. He is not held responsible
for what is beyond his ability. However, if he
didn’t even do what he can, he is held responsible
for the entire Torah. e

Supporters of Torah
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He could not overcome him, so he touched the socket of his hipbone, and Yaakov’s
hipbone dislocated as he wrestled with him. (Bereishis 32:25)

Our parshah describes the struggle between
Yaakov and Eisav’s ruling angel. This was a struggle
between giants, a tremendous war. Chazal say they
threw up dust all the way to heaven. They threw

up so much dust, it is still in the air today.

Just to get some idea what it means to fight with
Eisav’s ruling angel: The Zanach recounts that
David Hamelech in his old age felt chilled even



when covered by garments. Chazal say that one of

the reasons for this was that David once saw the
sword of the Malach Hamaves, and he shook and
shivered so much that he lost his body heat.

Simply seeing the sword of the Malach
Hamaves made David, who was a valiant warrior,
shiver until his last day. Yaakov fought face to face
with the same angel.

What was the fight about?

Yaakov Avinu fought tooth and nail over each
and every point of Yiddishkeit for all generations.
He fought for Torah schools, for zzniyus, for yiras
Shamayim. And he completely overcame Eisav’s
ruling angel. Except for the thigh. This is the one
place that Eisav managed to touch. As a result,
Yaakov limps on his thigh “until sunset” of this
world, i.e., until the coming of Mashiach.

As a result of Yaakov’s successful struggle, the
Jewish people, his descendants, remain whole, and
so we will be, until the end of time. Except for one

defect: the “thigh.” We limp a little bit.
What is this limp all about?

The legs are the “supporters” of the body,
thus the supporters of Torah are the “legs” of the
Jewish people’s Torah learning. This implies that
the “body” of the Jewish people is healthy, and
only the legs have a limp. In other words, inside
the beis midrash, the learning is intact, but there
is a problem with meeting financial obligations,
with the supporters of Torah. This is where the
“limp” is.

Such an idea is at first quite surprising. Is the
only problem in Klal Yisrael connected to the
supporters of Torah?! On the contrary, the reality
is ostensibly just the opposite: in our generation,
people donate enormous amounts of money
to support Torah. People build batei midrash,
finance yeshivos and kollelim. Where do we see a

defect regarding the supporters of Torah?

The “thigh” is the part that supports a person’s
body. Accordingly, “supporters of Torah” are the

base, the foundation, on which the Torah stands.
In other words, a supporter of Torah is someone
that the Torah rests on. This implies that the Torah
is on his mind. Indeed, in our generation there are
tzaddikim and great baalei chesed who donate very
large amounts of money to the Torah world. But
not so many of them feel a true responsibility for
the continued existence of Torah.

How so? What does this mean?

For a yeshivah in a tough situation, let’s say
your average Torah supporter will give $25
when approached for a donation, while to buy
something for his home he will spend $500. Why?
The difference lies in the sense of responsibility.
A person feels that when it comes to his wife and
children, the responsibility for supporting them
rests squarely on his shoulders. When it comes to
the yeshivah, it is not his personal responsibility.

This is the defect that was created in K/al Yisrael
by “he touched the socket of his thigh.” There
is hardly anyone who feels that the continued
existence of Torah is his personal responsibility.

For example, let’s say a rosh yeshivah pays a
visit to a donor, and describes to him the needs
of the yeshivah: the bachurim need bread, there
are bills to pay, there is a kollel, etc. He presents
the problem. What does the donor do? He writes
out a check for $5000. The rosh yeshivah thanks
him profusely from the depths of his heart... but
this sum surely did not solve the problem. It is not

enough digits for that.
If we would ask the donor, “Why didn’t you

make sure the problem really gets solved?” he
would answer, “Look, I am happy to help out,
but it is not my problem. It is the rosh yeshivah’s
problem.”

The yeshivah does not belong to the donor. He
just contributes toward its wellbeing. If he has a
broad heart, he gives more, and if not, less, but
eitherway, hedoesnotfeelapersonal responsibility
for the yeshivah’s continued existence. True, this
person gives tzedakah for Torah learning, and this
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is a very great thing. But it cannot be said in the

truest sense that he “supports” the Torah. He does
not constitute a firm and stable base upon which

the Torah is able to stand.

Today there are Jews who donate hundreds of
thousands of dollars to yeshivos, even millions.
But how many feel personally responsible for the
yeshivah they support? Let’s imagine a yeshivah
is facing closure. The rosh yeshivah comes to the
donor, who in the goodness of his heart agrees
to donate ten thousand dollars. “But it is not
enough!” pleads the rosh yeshivah. “I’'m sorry, but
I am not responsible for the yeshivah. Whoever is
responsible will have to take care of it,” concludes

the donor, who thereupon returns to his business.

This is a “limp.” There is not enough
responsibility for the Torah. The one who is
responsible, doesn’t donate. The one who donates,
is not responsible. As a result, support for Torah

«]- »
limps.

It is not this way with practical mitzvos. There
are lots and lots of people who feel a responsibility
to fulfill every mitzvah themselves in the best
possible way. $100 for a mehudar esrog, $200 to
buy the finest matzos... Why? Because he feels
responsibility for it. Whereas to the yeshivah, he
donates a monthly sum of $10, because he is not
responsible. All the mitzvos have legs; they don’t
limp. The Torah limps. It has too few people who
teel responsibility for supporting it.

Parshas Vayishlach teaches us that this matter is
what hastens the ge'ulab, if we rectify it. The one is
linked to the other. The day we feel responsibility
for Torah, and we support Torah as we should,

Mashiach will come.

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -

as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt'l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

The day we feel this type of responsibility for
Torah, and we decide to become the base and
foundation on which it stands, we will merit

seeing Mashiach.

Let us heal Yaakov’s limp. Let us become true

supporters of Torah.

Old-Fashioned Torah Supporters
The following story, which took place a

hundred years ago, illustrates what it means to feel

responsible for supporting Torah.

There was a certain woman married to a poor
tailor, she was mother to six children. At that
time there were three “perushim,” three people
dedicated to Torah learning, who sat in the local
beis midrash and learned Torah all day. Others
provided them with food. This poor woman
would slice her daily loaf of bread into eleven
slices, instead of eight, since she felt an obligation
and responsibility to support the learners of the
Torah. She would divide her loaf of bread between
the members of her family and the three perushim
who learned in the beis midrash, each one receiving

an equal amount.

This is an example of a true sense of
responsibility for Torah. This is a person who is a

real supporter of Torah.

This is where we are “limping.” If only we would
feel responsibility for the Torah, if only we would
feel an obligation to support yeshivos and Torah
learners the way we feel responsibility to feed our
family and pay the electric bill! We should see it as

part of our basic expenses.

If we would act in such a way, Mashiach would

come. When the limp ends, the “sun” will rise. ®

For comments, dedications and donations:
W4 nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
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