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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (24)
Question: Reuven gave Shimon and his young child a ride in
his car. Shimon was lazy and did not seat his child safely in the
car seat. During the ride, a policeman stopped the car and gave
Reuven a ticket for riding with an unbelted child. Must Shimon
pay the fine for Reuven because he caused it to happen or not?
Answer: In many countries, the law obligates a driver to ensure
his passengers are safely seated before he can drive. Therefore,
the whole responsibility is on the driver and he alone has to pay
the fine. Even if Reuven told the father to properly seatbelt his
child, and he didn’t listen, the obligation is on the driver not to
drive in such a situation and the penalty is on him and not the
passenger (1). This applies to all adults who are not seatbelted.
Question: If the passenger (Shimon) says, “You drive and if
you get caught, I will pay the fine,” is he obligated to pay?
Answer: It would seem that he is. Just like one who tells a
driver, “You drive and I will pay for the service” is obligated to
pay, because of his oral commitment without a kinyan, similarly
one who makes this offer to get the driver to drive is obligated.
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This is not an asmachta [not a real commitment to penalize
oneself] because he is really only paying the commensurate
amount of a loss he caused him, which even without the offer to
pay, is a grama and obligates him to pay b’dei shamayim.
Question: If Shimon lied and said he properly seated and
strapped his child in the back seat, and Reuven believed him and
was fined, does the passenger (Shimon) have to pay?

Answer: This would seem to be a grama [indirect possible
damage] which cannot be enforced in Beis Din, but Shimon is
liable b’dei shamayim and it is advisable for him to pay.
Question: Reuven picked up hitchhikers and squeezed in more
than are legally allowed to be in his car. He was stopped by the
police who gave him a hefty fine. Do the passengers have to pay?
Answer: The responsibility is on the driver. There’s no difference
if he was giving “hitchers” a ride or hired a car service. If the driver
refused to drive and they said they will pay the fine, they will
have to pay and should divide the payment. If only some agreed
or one came at the end and some wanting to help him offered to

ay the fipe, they should ask a dayan how to divide the payment.
T2

mrown 215 Sap ©ND s w5 T2t 527- Rav Yochanan says whoever makes a 1572 on the new moon v, is like he was »a 9apn
NYOWN. »IN Says T Ny T7o00. Rashi explains, that since it's considered nyown Hapna, the n72 must be said while standing. The y"w
[2,0n n"N] says when reciting the beracha, one should be "oy e vyy N and then recite the beracha. The X' adds the word ",

nwn 9 Dinp X'n NN addresses the fact that although no one argues with »ax, the 1ann doesn't bring his halacha of my. Only the N
mentions it and so does the ©"1x. Nwn 1 quotes the o™ [ mo1a]: if one wasn't wxIN Nova naad wpn, he has until the 164 . We see
the 0”217 holds that no»nmnob Kiddush Levana should be said on the first night. nwn is »min the o"am that first he says it should be made
Tmyn because it's nyown »a apno and then says one has up until the 16%. Since the o211 mentions the halacha of mwn and Sapn oo
n»own before he discusses the 161, nwn ™ says it's wown he holds that only the first night is nyown »a Sapno and needs mown. If said later,
it's not nyawn »a Sapnd anymore and doesn't require mwn. In reality, says v =, the 1ann holds like the o' that the 1¢ night is the oy but
since mn yxa we don't know how to be 7m0 exactly, the 1w says it's better to wait until its mb»aa which is after the 7t day. So, since we aren't
being w0 on the first day, which is the only time itis considered nyown »a 5apno, the Y7 of N0y was not necessary for the 1arw to mention.

The X9 [0 pbw] says one should not say 31> v under a roof. The "y explains, since it is n»own »a nbapa, it is most appropriate
to go out to the street and greet the king rather than stay under a roof. Based on the way nwin " leams the ©"amn, that only on the first day is
nyown nbapd, that would be the only day one may not say 5" under a roof. The nan 9wa (77 1™7] brings the n1n9 > that leams our
Gemara that “1>» 0 and xyow 1 were too weak to stand on their own, so they leaned on their servants while reciting 5. The n'n says we see
regarding 5"p, that if one can't stand on his own, then n>o is permitted. He then quotes X'y minan who brings the ©»n n o that one may not
lean on his cane while reciting . The n'n says this halacha is referring to one who can stand on his own, yet chooses to lean, he may not lean
on his cane. Our halacha, is like in our Gemara where the person cannot stand on his own. In that case, leaning on a cane is 7 mmyo.

2v>n 9Na [270 'o NN brings a fascinating story where a Yid was attacked at night by bandits and asked as his last wish to be ma% wpn

before they kill him. When he said "7 1771 azw owo', he lifted his feet 3 times as is our minhag, and the wind lifted him up and he was saved
from his would-be killers. He concludes there, "nyaw »” that whoever is mab w1pn need not worry that he will die in that same month. w'»y.
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R’ Yissachor Dov Loriner z¢”’ (Yesh Sachar L’peulasech) would say:

“The Ramban at the end of Parshas Bo declares that when Hashem completely turns around the workings of nature, He
demonstrates that He is the sole creator and controller of the entire world. This great phenomenon occurred during the events
leading up to and including Yetzias Mitzrayim. If we learn this lesson, we will come to the realization that there is no nature at
all, only Hashem controlling all the actions and forces in the world. It is to Him that we must constantly turn for all our needs.”

A Wise Man would say: ‘“Finding the lesson behind every adversity will be the main thing that helps get you through it.”
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The holy Chasam Sofer, R’ Moshe Sofer zt”l, was not only the undisputed leader of the Jewish people in his
generation, he was also a Rosh Yeshivah and devoted teacher to hundreds of talmidim in the Pressburg Yeshivah. To listen
to the Gadol Hador deliver a Talmudic discourse in any area of Shas and poskim, was to witness an artisan in action, a
masterpiece in the making. As pearls of Torah wisdom and knowledge rolled off his tongue, a combination of Niglah and
Nistar (hidden and revealed) elements were interwoven together to form a formidable tower of novellae, thereby
unfastening the knots of entanglement that locked up a sugya, enabling the intricacies that once stood in the way of
comprehension to be released - like melting snow rushing through a mountainous pass.

One day, as the Rosh Yeshivah was in the midst of delivering his shiur, he came upon a topic that discussed the
detailed complexities of names. During one lengthy exposition, the Chasam Sofer unwittingly let slip a comment to the
effect that he had already mastered the deepest Kabbalistic understandings of names, and maintained the unique ability to
recognize the name of each and every Jewish neshama (soul) within the body of the holy words of the Torah.

The students, who had been following the meandering paths of the sugya, all paused for a moment and looked at each
other, and then back at their rebbi in wonderment. Of course, the Chasam Sofer had not made such a statement so as to
brag about his ability; however, the thought intrigued each student as he sat there wondering, how can the holy Rebbi
know the origins of each name and where it is located in the Torah?

As a heavy silence prevailed over the room, none of the students even considered breaking the Rebbi’s thought-process
and question him on his unusual statement. All, except one. There was a young man by the name of Moshe, who was
different from the other students. He was not intensely involved in his studies as he should have been and he was known to
have secular leanings, including interest in areas that were considered off-limits to the students. As a boy growing up in
Germany, he saw and imbibed a culture that was foreign to the age-old ways of traditional Yiddishkeit, and privately he
would read books and newspapers that were unacceptable in the Yeshivah.

It was this boy who stood up in the middle of the Rebbi’s shiur and brazenly called out, “Rebbi, is this true? Do you
really see every person’s name? If so, where is the name of the Rambam found in the Torah?”

The Chasam Sofer slowly opened his eyes and looked up. The other students began to urge Moshe to be quiet and sit
down, but he just stood his ground and ignored their entreaties. The Chasam Sofer did not look irritated and in fact, urged
everyone to be silent. Then, he said, “Before subjecting the Egyptians to the final makka, Makas Bechoros (Plague of
killing the First-born), Hashem tells Moshe, '©08n N3 M9y M9 \Wnd' (In order to increase My wonders in the Land of
Egypt.) The first letter of these four words spell out the acronym ©'a'n', for it was this great sage who revealed - in his
many illuminating writings - many of the great wonders of the Almighty.”

The students buzzed with excitement as the Chasam Sofer seemed to end the discussion right there. But Moshe was not
one who gave in so easily. In his misguided and errant mind he called out once more, “Okay, but where is the name of
Moses Mendelsohn (universally regarded as the father of the Haskala/Enlightenment movement and forebear of the
Reform Movement, which wreaked havoc on Torah-true Yiddishkeit) found in the Torah?”

Without missing a beat, the Chasam Sofer responded, “Why, it is a clear posuk in Parshas Emor. 'Da Dy DnNa Dnnwp Y
(For their corruption is in them, a blemish is in them.). The first letter of these aptly portrayed words spell out ©onm ya nvn

572 - Moshe the son of Menachem, from Berlin! His father’s name was Menachem and he adopted the lifestyle of the |\
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akas Bechoros affected not only the Egyptian first-born, but as the posuk tells us, even the bechoros of captives and

"C, prisoners. Earlier in the parsha when Moshe received the prophecy from Hakadosh Boruch Hu and forwarded its message to

Pharaoh, he told him, "nnawn m92 7y ... Ny19 MO1" - which refers to the first-born of the maid-servants. The clear question is:

v why, here, does it change to ™awn m52"? (See Chizkuni who presents a number of explanations)

Perhaps we can offer a simple understanding. When Moshe was warning Pharaoh, it was important to stress that every

M first-born in every respective Egyptian household will be killed, even those of the slaves. On the other hand, Pharaoh didn’t

really care about those in captivity and it was therefore unnecessary to warn him about their upcoming demise. However,

"G when the plague actually struck, it was significant that it hit them too. As Rashi explains, even as they languished in jail, those
goyim were still happy that the Jews were suffering. Therefore, Hashem paid them back by killing their first-born.

R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlita, in his Sefer Taam Vadaas, writes that during the horrific years of the Holocaust, the world

"C, witnessed how so many gentiles, even enemies of the Third Reich, eagerly helped the German cause. In Poland, Ukraine,

Russia and Hungary, it was commonplace for the locals to “assist” the Nazis in betraying and killing Jews. It is clear that a

e gentile, even if he’s not so vocal about it, harbors an innate hatred towards a Yid and will relish the opportunity to act upon it.

As we consider the current public sentiment in the world, this couldn’t be more glaringly true. How many goyim have

A% suddenly turned their backs on us, vehemently espousing anti-semitic rhetoric under the banner of the pro-Gazan refugees?

We must always realize that even the “powers-that-be” cannot and must not be relied upon. As Esther Hamalka so carefully

rt,“"" taught us: "790N0 "33 W7 MNNIIN XYY", We must daven to the only One who can truly help and save us - ©nwaw wan!
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2 sl 2om: A sofer STAM, a scribe who transcribes holy scrolls b
k] YR y y

profession, once found himself in the synagogue of a far-away

%] town. After davening, the local Rabbi began conversing with

him. Upon learning of his profession, the Rabbi asked the

(t sofer if he might check the shul’s one and only Torah scroll,

which he did and found it to be completely invalid. An

| estimated $5,000 was deemed necessary to repair the scroll.

The Rabbi flatly refused to pay such an enormous sum of

"G money, despite the fact that the shul had the funds for an
¥%| elaborate repairment. The sofer, too, refused to come to

terms with the fact that an entire congregation was using an

w‘;‘”" invalid Torah scroll. Unable to sleep, the sofer contacted a

friend, also a scribe, and convinced him to join him in a great

the Rabbi was willing to pay for their efforts.

After completing the repairs and receiving their meager
wages, the pair headed out of town. On the way, the scribes
needed to make a “pit-stop” and saw a cemetery building.
Suddenly, the cemetery caretaker appeared out of nowhere
and growled at them: “What’s your names and address?”

Frightened, they told him. “Congrats young men,” he said
lightly, “a wealthy man died today and left in his will that his
money should be split between all those who attend his funeral.
Guess what? You two are the only ones who showed up!”
Ywna: The focal point of Yetzias Mitzrayim is Hashem’s
demonstration of ultimate power and ability. It is interesting
to note that this parsha has a number of unrelated mitzvos in
it as well. Perhaps the lesson is this: doing mifzvos can
sometimes be challenging and expensive but do them anyway
and don’t worry about the bill. Hashem can afford it!

"C, mitzvah: they would fix the scroll despite the minuscule $500
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Citing the Gemara (Berachos 4a), Rashi explains that Moshe did not say that Hashem will come and kill the Egyptian

secular Berliners!” And with that last line, the Chasam Sofer tossed Moshe right out of the Piressburg Yeshivah!
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Continuing the theme of last week’s Haftorah, Yirmiyahu
HaNavi discusses the fall of Egypt mentioned in the Torah as
well as Egypt’s downfall at the hands of Nevuchadnezzar,
king of Bavel. The Navi tells us that in the heat of the battle,
the Babylonians called out mockingly that Pharaoh king of
Egypt was nothing but bluster, much noise and no substance.
The reason being that “He passed the appointed time for the
battle.” But why was that the reason to mock Pharaoh?

R’ Yonason Eibschutz z#”’l explains that wars back in
those days required battle tactics, but they did not involve
any overall strategy. In fact, the date on which a decisive
battle would be held was often fixed ahead of time. The
reason being that Pharaoh and all the great kings of the time

srEING AMALEIS orIE WimaY. TYITADN DY) AXT TN

would employ their sorcerers to determine the best possible
outcome. The sorcerers would invariably relay to their king
the most opportune time for them to wage war. Then, and
only then, would military strategies be devised.

Here, Pharaoh was mocked relentlessly because even after
his sorcerers determined the best time to wage war against the

Babylonians, he was still unable to arrive at the battlefield at [

the designated time - proving to all that his incompetence
knew no bounds, and the Egyptians were doomed.

Mazel and time play a major role in Jewish life, and while
we obviously do not ascribe to sorcery or claim to know the
future, we are still quite cognizant of the predations of doing
something not in its proper time.

" firstborn "nyma” at exactly midnight, but rather "nsna” - around midnight, for "ny19 PN W NNY" - Pharaoh’s astrologers
. | will make a mistake in their calculations and say the plague did not come at midnight, accusing Moshe of being a fraud. Rashi
5 | further elaborates that the concern was perhaps according to their calculations, midnight will be a half-hour earlier than actual
"C, midnight, and when “their” midnight will come and go without anyone dying, they will dismiss Moshe’s prophecy as false.

R’ Simcha Maimon shlita explains that this is as the Rambam writes in his introduction to his commentary on the Mishnah:

»“ ;‘”m} the hallmark of a true prophet is that every detail of his prophecy comes to pass, even the most minute. Thus, if Moshe’s timing

would have been even slightly off, that would have indeed been enough of a reason for them to question his legitimacy.

R However, this concern seems difficult to understand. For although they might feel smug at the time, when midnight does arive,
w¥_| and the plague hits Egypt in full force, they will realize that they made a mistake, and that Moshe was correct all along!

Explains R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv z¢”I, we see from here how careful we must be not to say or do anything that might

g% | result in a Chilul Hashem, even if it will be for only a split second, and even if it will be revealed afterward that there was a
"' *] mistake! Anything which has the potential to possibly result in even the mere perception of Chilul Hashem, no matter how
=3 "‘,\,{ temporary or seemingly insignificant, must be avoided at all cost. On a related note, R’ Meir Stern shlita, Rosh Yeshivah of
S | Yeshivah Gedola of Passaic, says that if people consider someone to be a Talmid Chacham, even if he knows that he is not, he
{51 must conduct himself in public as a Talmid Chacham would be expected to, due to the concern for Chilul Hashem - even

though their expectations of him are mistaken! How careful must we be regarding Chilul Hashem!




