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Even for a Wicked Son

(13- ,2°) :NNAYN TYD TP, DI NRID NTAYD NN 0232 DI 1R M
:0N% PAYY D120 NNV PIRD IR AR NNV HY ,0PA TN 919

Rashi explains that Klal Yisrael bowed down to Hashem in an act of hoda’ah after being informed about three
besuros: The geulah, that they would be brought to Eretz Yisrael, and that they will be blessed with children.

The pasuk before says that your children will ask "D2% nxtn nTIavn nn,” the Baal Hagadah tells us that this
guestion is posed by the ywn |3, who means to say 7 871 D22 NN NTIAVN nn. If Klal Yisrael was just informed
that they would have a wicked son, why would they rejoice?

Rav Shlomo Breslauer once answered that we see from here that one must rejoice that he has a child, even if the
child is LIXNPTPIA a rasha. Why? Because even a rasha can do teshuvah and become a tzaddik. The Alshich
writes that if one takes the gematria of uvn, which is 570, and deducts the word 11w, which is 366, he is left with
204, the gematria of p'1x. With the proper chinuch, when we are "M nx nnpn" even a rasha can transform into
a Tzadik and therefore, Klal Yisrael can rejoice even when being told that they may have a son who is a rasha.

In the Hagaddah we say miIn 2T 002 'T TA2 KIN N2 78! 1NY7 NN NIY N2 RN N2 Dipnn 3NA. The
meforshim say that it says 7112 four times corresponding to the four sons. Even in regards to the ben rasha we
say baruch!

Honoring Your Maalah
(,9) :1790 P22 DTR 7132 991 INGIP) NTHN KYDR) NV DTN 0N 10859

The Netziv (Ha’emek Davar) derives an important yesod from the fact that a chamor which is a bachor is killed if
it is not properly redeemed. We learn from this, if something has a maalah, and that maalah is not utilized, it
does not remain status quo, rather it has degraded itself, and is deserving of being destroyed. A bechor has a
maalah, and if it is not utilized, it cannot go on living like another animal. It has been mechalel that maalah and
therefore deserves to be killed.

The Kuzari famously writes that there are five levels in creation, 78w ,0TN 271N ,'n ,NNIxX ,0N1T. Each class is in
a league of its own. The baalei mussar point out that if a tzomeich loses it’s maalah and dies, it doesn’t revert to
the level of domeim. It is worse, as it ends up rotting and decomposing. The same applies to all the classes. For
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example, if a human being loses it’'s maalah and begins to act like an animal, it ends up being much worse,
murdering and committing sins that even animals wouldn’t do. The same applies to Klal Yisrael. We are in a
league of our own, but when ch”v we lose our maalah, 78w 'wwi9, can end up even worse than the goyim.

Rav Yerucham Levovitz (Parshas Emor) writes that this is the definition of nwiTp 217N in all areas. Shabbos is
special, and NnNaw 217N, occurs when we treat Shabbos like the rest of the week. The same applies to a ben Torah.
He is special and needs to act accordingly. 30 n'n' N7 If he acts like everyone else, that is a chilul of his kedushah
and is not an acceptable option.

Weaker Hand
(10, 1) :DIXNN N NRRIN T PIN 0D PYY 12 NAVIVYY NITHY MIRY M

Chazal tell us that it says n2T and not 7T to teach us that a person should place his tefillin on his weaker hand,
his nna 1. Why is that?

The Kli Yakar explains that every person has two conflicting aspects, his sejchel and his chomer, his spirituality vs.
his physicality. The rule in this battle is that when the seichel is strong, the chomer is weak and vice versa. For
example, when a person is young, he is physically strong, but his seichel is weak. When he ages, his physical
strength and stamina weakens, but his seichel sharpens.

The same applies to a person’s hands. His left hand is the weaker hand, because it is positioned next to the heart,
which represents the chochmah of a person. The right hand is strong, because it is next to the kaveid, the liver,
which represents the chomer.

The mitzvah of Tefillin is placed in the place of chochmah, on the head and opposite the heart, to help control a
person’s seichel. Therefore, it is positioned on the nna T, to demonstrate that the place where there chochmah
dominates, the chomer is weaker and the two cannot equally co-exist.
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Neither Rain nor Snow

Rav Yaakov Emden would come to the beis medrash in Altona every morning to give a shiur to his talmidim. He loved
learning, and nothing could stop him from coming to the beis medrash, not even bad weather. One time, it was a very cold
day, and the roads were all iced over. That didn’t stop Rav Yaakov Emden from coming to the beis medrash like he did every
day. But when he got there, he discovered that no one else was there. So he sat down to learn by himself.

Later in the day, when it warmed up a little, his talmidim came. When he saw them, he asked, “Why didn’t you come to
the shiur this morning?” “The roads were all iced over,” they protested. “We couldn’t come!” Rav Yaakov responded to
them: “My father (the Chacham Tzvi) taught me a pshat in the passuk in Tehillim that says ‘beis Hashem nihaleich berogesh’.
The word ‘berogesh’ is roshei teivos for barad (hail), ruach (wind), geshem (rain), and sheleg (snow). Even when it’s bad
weather, you still have to go to Hashem’s house!”

Rav Zilber's First Question in Eretz Yisroel

Rav Yitzchok Zilber, the founder of Toldos Yeshurun, an organization that re-educates estranged Russian Jews about the
heritage was born in Kazan, Russia, just before the Russian Revolution in 1917, but was discreetly taught Torah by his
revered father. He not only completed Shas several times during his years in Russia, but also taught Torah to many
others. During World War 1l, he was imprisoned in Stalin’s gulag where he managed to keep Shabbos despite the inhumane
conditions. He later had to flee from the KGB, which wanted to arrest him for his Torah activities in Russia.

In 1972, Rav Zilber immigrated to Eretz Yisroel. As he walked off the airplane on his arrival, he immediately embraced the
custom agent.

“Chavivil My dear one!” shouted Rabbi Zilber as he gave the man a bear-hug embrace. “It is so wonderful to be here and
talk to a Jew like a Jew!”

The man offered a polite smile and a pleasant “Shalom.”

“Please tell me,” pleaded Rav Zilber with an intensity that seemed to announce a question whose answer would solve all
the problems facing Jews for the millennia. “For years | am struggling with this problem. Please tell me, how did you
understand the K’'tzos Hachoshen on the topic of Areiv?”

“What is a K'tzos Hachoshen?” came the reply.
Rav Zilber was puzzled. He tried another query. “Maybe you can explain how you understood the last Mishnah in Uktzin?”

“Mishnah? Uktzin? K'tzos? What are you talking about?”
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Rav Zilber, recalling the difficulties he had trying to teach and study Torah in Russia was mortified. In honest shock, he asked
the man. How is this possible? You mean to tell me that you live here in Israel and have the ability to learn Torah. And you
don’t know what the Ktzos is? You never heard of Mishnah Uktzin? Rav Zilber began to cry.

The customs agent was so moved by Rabbi Zilber’s simple sincerity that he began to study Torah.

Is it Worth the Fight?

Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky, shlita, was presiding at a wedding as the mesader kiddushin. A certain Ravy, significantly younger
than Rav Shmuel, was called up to read the kesubah. As the Rav concluded, he paused and said, “there’s a mistake in the
kesubah!” There was a bit of a commotion under the chuppah but the Rav was encouraged to continue. However, he
adamantly refused to continue, claiming that the kesubah was pasul. People turned to Rav Shmuel for some direction but
Rav Shmuel shrugged his shoulders, which was understood as “nu, nu. If the Rav says it’s pasul then write a new one.”
Indeed, the chupah was delayed as they wrote a brand new kesubah.

After the chuppah concluded, someon approached Rav Shmuel and asked him, “so was it really pasul?” Rav Shmuel smiled
and said “of course not!” The person responded “so why did the Rosh Yeshiva allow that to happen?!” Rav Shmuel
explained, “Better that people think | concurred that there was actually a mistake than to have the other Rav feel
embarrassed for making a scene under the chuppah.”

Checking the Notes

There was an asifa in the town of New Square, New York and many people were present. One of the speakers, a Rav was
speaking, and in the middle of his drashah he momentarily forgot part of his speech and had to stop to look at his notes to
gather his thoughts. The speaker that followed was Rav Chaim Brim zt"/. In middle of his drashah he also took a few moments
to read from his notes that he pulled from his pocket.

The bochur who lived with Rav Chaim Brim at the time was very perplexed as he knew that Rav Chaim never had notes for
speeches he gave. Later that night when he was arranging the house he looked through the pockets of the jacket that he
was wearing and saw that the paper he looked at during the drashah was blank- the only reason he stopped and looked at
it was to make it seem like he forgot when in reality he was just caring for another person’s feelings.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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The Saraph of Brisk Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”| (1818 - 1898)
Yahrtzeit nab v"2

Continued from last week...

He became a chosson before his bar mitzvah, to the daughter of one of the most distinguished families in Broide. During his
engagement, R’ Yehoshua Leib became critically ill. Someone close to his father suggested that they annul the engagement
as a segulah for his recovery. But before making any such move, R’ Binyamin said that he had to consult with his son. R’
Yehoshua Leib rejected the idea firmly, saying, “And what should all the sick people do for a segulah if they happen not to
be engaged?” He was married at fourteen and was supported at his father-in-law’s table in Valkovisk. Throughout this time,
R Yehoshua Leib devoted all of his waking hours to Torah study. R’ Benzion Sternfeld, a resident of Valkovisk, said of R’
Yehoshua Leib, “I can testify that during his stay in Valkovisk, he was already fluent in Talmud Bavli with all the commentaries
and even knew the entire Talmud Yerushalmi by heart.”

It was on his 18th birthday that his father called R’ Yehoshua Leib aside and spoke to him about the unique path that he was
to follow for the rest of his life. This was the first day on which he set upon his chosen path of asceticism, dedication, holiness
and scrupulousness in every detail of his service of Hashem.

Though R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin planned to study Torah in seclusion, in 1844, upon the passing of his great father, he found
himself appointed to fill his father’s place as Rav of Lomza. He was only 27 years old. He saw it as a sign from Heaven and
did not shy away from the post. R’ Yehoshua Leib’s influence was soon felt in the entire city of Lomza and the outlying areas.
His sharp eye surveyed all aspects of communal life, which he administered efficiently and impartially. The people of Lomza
felt that their lives had been infused with a new holiness.

A short while later, the government passed a law mandating schools to teach the language of the land. R’ Yehoshua Leib
opposed secular studies of any type in the Lomza chadarim. An informer went to the governor and revealed the religious
schools’ non-compliance. The governor summoned R’ Yehoshua Leib, demanding that he write out orders to the members
of his community to obey the law of the land. R’ Yehoshua Leib refused. The governor leapt up in a rage and shouted that
he had no time to deal with the matter right then, as he had to immediately leave for Warsaw. But he vowed to take forceful
measures to have R’ Yehoshua Leib write and sign the mandated orders. The governor, however, was never able to make
good on his threat. As he was leaving the city, the bridge collapsed under his coach and he drowned.

He was once summoned to appear, along with select Jewish and gentile leaders, before General Ganitzka, a figure who
struck terror in the hearts of all. R” Yehoshua Leib’s complete composure astonished all those present. He was later asked
why he had been so unruffled. R’ Yehoshua Leib replied, “The commandment ‘not to fear any man’ is obligatory upon all of
a person’s organs and sinews. If one controls one’s entire body, then there is no room left for fear. My father perfected this
mastery over fear until it became natural, a part of his makeup. With me, it is only hereditary.” R’ Yehoshua Leib once firmly
decided not to rehire the Lomza shochet who had left for a new position in Plotzk. R’ Yehoshua Leib had advised him not to
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take the position in Plotzk, even offering that if he did indeed go, the position in Lomza would remain open for six weeks if

he chose to return. But after that, he could not reclaim his post. Indeed, as R’ Yehoshua Leib foresaw, the Plotzk position did
not work out, but the shochet lingered in Plotzk more than six weeks, hoping it would. R’ Yehoshua Leib had other reasons
for not rehiring the shochet as well. When delegations came to beg R’ Yehoshua Leib to give the post back to the shochet,
he firmly rejected their request. When they would not relent, he finally thundered at them, “Have you come to argue with
me?” The shochet’s friends then wrote a letter to the Gerrer Rebbe, the Chiddushei HaRim, about the matter. His reply came
swiftly. “l would not dare oppose the word of the Rav of Lomza.” The tempest died down.

Shortly after he moved to Lomza, R’ Yehoshua Leib’s young wife passed away, leaving him with one young orphan, Yitzchak
Yerucham. During the week of mourning, the young boy was extremely depressed. His father took him aside and said, “It
was a decree from Heaven. | was given the choice of your life or hers and | chose yours. | am certain that were the decision
presented to her, she would have chosen the same.” He lavished double care and attention upon his orphan son, educating
him in his unique way. A few years later, R" Yehoshua Leib married the daughter of R’ Tzvi Hirsh Rotner. She was highly
intelligent, industrious, righteous, and of very fine character. She managed the household with all the stringencies
demanded by her husband, and was extremely devoted to him until his final day.

R’ Yehoshua Leib was in the habit of drawing the letters of Hashem’s Name in the air with his finger, to fulfill his obligation
of keeping Hashem before one at all times (Tehillim 16:8). Even while speaking to people or walking along the street, he
would wave his finger back and forth. On Shabbos and Yom Tov, his fingers rested, but he murmured the pasuk repeatedly.

Night and day, the people of Lomza saw their beloved Rav at his studies, never resting. They came to refer to him as ‘the
malach’. From the age of thirteen, he never slept in a bed, but would sit and study until sleep overtook him and he dozed
off at his place. He never slept more than two hours at a time. R’ Yehoshua Leib established a yeshivah in Lomza which drew
the cream of gifted young men from near and far. They came to hear his insights and absorb his piety. He also taught the
laymen a daily shiur in Gemara, reducing the Gemara to its basics and answering every question with a simplicity that was
easy to comprehend. In addition to his daily lectures, R’ Yehoshua Leib would closet himself each night in study with the
most promising of his disciples for six consecutive hours. If, after pondering a matter in his studies at length, he would not
reach a solution, R’ Yehoshua Leib would weep, praying, “Answer me, Hashem. Favor me. Illuminate my eyes with Your
Torah.” He would say viduy and deposit some money in the R’ Meir Baal NaNess pushka. Then his eyes would light up. He
had emerged from the straits!

The elders of his generation turned to him, even in the early days of his rabbinate, for his guidance and as a mediator. He
replied to all inquiries, but paid special attention to matters of practical nature. He devoted much effort to permitting many
agunos to remarry. One release for an agunah that he wrote, which aroused great interest by many rabbanim, included 57
different lines of argument. From his correspondence, one can see how many rabbanim refused to permit an agunah to
remarry without his approval, even when R’ Yehoshua Leib was still in his twenties. To be continued...

Taken with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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R1 NDwI9

1. What did the na9x and the Y89w> »2 have in common? *

2. What famous word does this week’s nw99 use for 09N (according to one vws in
»npn) that isn’t used in any other instance in the N n? 2

3. Who says "»nxvn” in this week’s nw19?
a. Which three other people in the N7n says " nxvN?
b. Which two people said "»nxon nn’’?
c. Which other people in the n7n says "oMmwN»?

4. When in this week’s nv19 does nwn become angry?
a. List five other instances in the N1 n where nwn got angry.?

5. List six creatures mentioned in this week’s nwn9.

6. He and | are similar in concept,
| was used against the ©»9 80,
He was used against their animals,
We were both alluded to in v nwy,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

7. 1am made up of the first and second,
| am two,
| am three,
| am the lowest,
MYNIA NV is the highest.
Who am I?

Need a hint?

! What does it say about N2 that it also says about the N w> »2?

2 By m 122 non

® One is found in each of the following npwna: 1) ndwa 2) xwnod 3)>»vnv 4)nip 5) mon




Angwers

1. It says regarding both of them that they were "¥IxN Py N7, In this week’s nwI9 it says
it about the N3N and in P52 NWA9 it says NIND PY NX NDI MN DINNND XY DY,

2. NYA. The PDA says 7DI5Y XNND DTN NN OSTHPRI. WA in his first LY says YNNDS mean >nHNN.

3. Y19 - (3V,3) DPON MY SNNLVN.
a. 1) qoy - (V,09) DPORY FNINRLM  2) NTIN —=(N,XN) DN DI TY HAIRVN)
3) DyYa - (79,20) M N TRON DN DYDY NN
b. 792N to bnHaN and 2py> to yab
c. The Dav - (X3,21) M DMIYN DIN PNNX IN YN 1ININN

4. After nwn warns Ny19 about M52 NON it says 7N YN NYID DYN RXN,
a. 1) Innbva nw9, when DaN) N7 leave over the yn.
2) In RwN > NV, when Nwn sees the Yidden serving the Yay.
3) In>»nw nwI9, when the 1IN WX Py was burnt instead of being eaten.
4) In N9 Nv19, when 09N N7 refuse to come to him when they were called.
5) In mov1n w9, when the army attacking 1 didn’t kill the women (even
though they were the ones who caused the xvn)
6) It isn’t w11292 but the 0727 explains the Xvn of the N1 M in RPN WIS
was that 1927 nwn got angry and said 01190 NX) wnv.

5. 1) naax  2) 7191530 10 79 199923 MINSA M DU NN 3) The N9 )29p can be a vad

4) The nvoap canbean ty 5)a%5  6) MmN V9 )T
(Y and nw are general categories which include was and 1y. Therefore they can’t be counted as
additional animals since 1y and wa> are already counted.)

6. He and | are similar in concept,
| was used against the o» 80,

He was used against their animals, -9a7

We were both alluded to in mnw nwny, = (3,) 9272 1Y39° 19 (30,7) 1) 7192 T2 XN N
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.

Who am I? - MM52 NON

7. Next week.....

Last week’s Riddle

| am a descendant of |3, - nn was one of the sons of W5
My son was given prominence because of one of the max, - when on1ax asked for me (0,05 MmwWNI2 W)
Although he seemed generous in reality he wasn’t, - he offered the NY95nNn NN
My name - - was also one of the sons of v
and the name of the city where my son resided - - 120, which was also one of the sons of nnp

are mentioned in this week’s nw9.
Who am I? - 9Ny, the father of 1oy

L,IND DNT 12 PR PYY NTHIAN — NNHY IR
913390 TOIYN 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TIT N2 N2 1572 ,97F DNIAN 12 DINY I7YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MNMNY MM YOO
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Pischei Parsha — Bo
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

In the name, “nyn9,” with which nekudah is the letter “2” pronounced?
A sheva nach: the correct pronunciation is, “Par-Oh,” as opposed to, “Pah-Roh.”

Name 2 places in Chumash where someone “mocks” (hisoleil) another.
¢ Hashem tells Moshe, “I have hardened Paroh’s heart so that you can tell your children eis asher
hisalalti b’Mitzrayim — how | made a mockery out of Mitzrayim.”
e Bilam tells his donkey, “Ki his’alalt bi" — “| hit you because you mocked me.”

When Paroh asked Moshe to daven that the barad cease, Moshe responded, “Sure — when | leave the
city, I'll daven, and it will stop.”® What halacha, relevant to travelers, do we derive from Moshe’s
response?

Moshe wouldn’t daven within the city because it was full of avodah zara.* Likewise, when one is traveling, he
should find a place to daven on the side of the road, rather than daven in a non-Jewish hotel which contains
avodah zara.® If this isn’t an option, he should at least find a quiet corner in the hotel, where he will be
undisturbed.® If even that is impossible, it is better to daven while traveling.”

Name 2 things in Parshas Bo that were pointed at and described as “zeh” (this).
o Paroh’s servants pointed at Moshe and said, “How long will THIS cause us problems? Let Bnei Yisrael
go!ug
e Hashem pointed at the moon and told Moshe, “When you see THIS, declare Rosh Chodesh.”

The arbeh ate all the “yerek baeitz.” What’s that?
Leaves (not a vegetable on a tree).'®

Multiple times, Paroh acts “b’derech mussar’ and treats Aharon with extra respect. How so?

Despite the fact that it was clear to Paroh from his conversations with Moshe that Moshe’s davening removed
the makkos, when Paroh speaks to Moshe and Aharon he asks THEM (in plural) to daven for him."" If even
Paroh had this sensitivity, certainly we should work on this middah!'?

When Moshe insisted that the animals of Bnei Yisrael be allowed to leave, Paroh responsed, “7un 14,”
“Leave from before me.”"® Within this phrase lies a hint that Bnei Yisrael would leave on Pesach.
Where?

The gematria of “'7yn” is equal to that of “nooa,” “On Pesach.”'*

1 '3 "

2p"> 2" "2

3™y

4pw "wn

Sowa™i'o 1" "IN K"
®pw X'

“nwa'n

' ap ' T oy
932" 1"wN

10" " i"yn

" "amn

12 Growth Through Torah
Bpmn

4"y
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Kol haboreiach min hagedulah, hagedulah mechazeres acharav — If one runs from greatness,
greatness chases him."® Where do we see this fulfilled during sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim?

In his humility and reluctance to speak publically due to his impaired speech, Moshe tried to decline the
mission of leading Bnei Yisrael out of Mitzrayim. Ultimately, “Gam ha’ish Moshe gadol meod b’Eretz Mitzrayim,
b’eini avdei Paroh u’v’einei ha’am” — even Paroh and the Mitzrim greatly respected Moshe.®

In order for a sheep to qualify as a Korban Pesach, it must be “ben shana.”'” How old is that?
Within its first year (i.e., less than 1 year old).'®

Name 3 unique aspects of the Korban Pesach which was brought in Mitzrayim, as opposed to those
brought every year.

e It had to be taken on the 10" of Nissan.

e |ts blood had to be placed around the door.

e Chameitz was only prohibited for 1 day.'

On which side of the door did Bnei Yisrael place the dam of the Korban Pesach — the inside, or
outside?

They placed the blood on the inside of the door. Hashem told them, “| will see the blood, and focus on the fact
that you are involved in my mitzvos, and spare your homes.”?°

Moshe and Aharon were the gedolei hador. Who is the first person (of whom we know) who asked
them for a beracha?
Paroh, a bechor, asked them to give him a beracha, and daven that he shouldn’t die with the bechoros.?’

“600,000 men left Mitzrayim, besides the taf.”?> How old are “taf’?
In this context, younger than 20.23 (When Paroh said, “I'm not sending your taf because they don’t serve
Hashem™*, the Torah is presumably using the word in its more typical sense, meaning “young children.”)

Bnei Yisrael traveled from Mitzrayim carrying matzah. When did they bake it?
Some was baked that morning, while they traveled?®, and some was leftover from the matzos they ate with the
Korban Pesach the night before.?¢

Who most looked forward to Yetzias Mitzrayim?
Hashem: He was anticipating and looking forward to the moment when He could take Bnei Yisrael out of
Mitzrayim for hundreds of years.?”

Name 7 famous events which occurred on the 15" of Nissan.
e Qg told Avraham that Lot was captured.?®

1M Ny

A" "an "y ANt
17 'n 1".

18 py "wn

¥ "% n'noo

203" 3™ i"yn

213" 2" "y

22" "

2 y"an "wn

2 py Mg
"™

269" 2" "y

273"n 2™ |"ann
28"nEo Nar nnnXI" VI'PA N0 7w NTANAl A A"n oW 'P7 "y 'na"n 1"

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com




Bris Bein HaBesarim

The malachim told Avraham and Sarah that they would have a child.
Yitzchak was born.?°

Yitzchak gave Yaakov the berachos.®

Yetzias mitzrayim

Esther went into Achashveirosh, fasting.?

Once, Bnei Yisrael tried to get the Mitzrim to like them, but they wound up hating them. Later, Bnei
Yisrael did something which should have made the Mitzrim hate them, but they liked them. Name each
time.
o After Yosef died, Bnei Yisrael stopped doing bris milah so they could blend in. As a result, Hashem
made the Mitzrim hate them.?
e Right before leaving, Bnei Yisrael slaughtered the god of the Mitzrim, and the bechoros of Mitzrayim
died, yet the Mitzrim gave Bnei Yisrael their valuables to take with them33.34

Name 3 ways in which our calendar-system reminds us of Hashem’s miraculous ways.
¢ Counting the days towards Shabbos reminds us of creation.
e Counting the months from Yetzias Mitzrayim reminds us of those nissim.
e Using the Persian names of the months (Nissan, lyar, etc.) reminds us of the geulah from that galus.3®

How many mitzvos can you name which remind us of Yetzias Mitzrayim?

Hashem won'’t constantly perform open miracles, so He gave us many mitzvos to remind us of what we
witnessed during the makkos and Yetzias Mitzrayim: Hashem knows what’s going on, and is involved in world
events.*

JUST CURIOUS

Moshe warns Paroh about makkas arbeh, and then leaves. Then, they call him back to offer a deal. How
long was Moshe gone for?

He walked away from Paroh, but was still passing through his servants, such that they pointed at him and said,
“How long will this (Moshe) cause us trouble?”%”

Hashem told Moshe that He hardened the hearts of Paroh’s servants so that they wouldn’t convince
Paroh to free Bnei Yisrael.*®® If so, why did they, soon afterwards, tell Paroh, “Let them go! Don’t you
know Mitzrayim is destroyed?”%°

They weren’t actually suggesting that Bnei Yisrael be freed. Rather, they advised Paroh to strategically let
them leave under conditions which would compel them to return. Thus, when Moshe insisted that Bnei Yisrael
be allowed to take their animals with them, these advisors suddenly stopped complaining to Paroh.*°
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Before makkas arbeh, Paroh tells Moshe, “OK, you can go serve Hashem. Mi vami haholchim — who is
going?”4! Throughout his back and forth with Moshe during the previous 7 makkos, Paroh never
clarified what they were arguing about?

Paroh wasn’t actually asking a question. Rather, he attemped to demonstrate to Moshe, “Look around the
world — who is it that sacrifices? The men! You don’t need to take everyone.” Moshe responded, “You’re right —
to perform an act of sacrifice, we wouldn’t need everyone. However, when we serve Hashem, it's supposed to
be “chag Hashem lanu™*? — full of simcha, and enjoyable — and for that, we need our families to be with us!”?

To end makkas arbeh, Hashem sent a wind which carried the arbeh to the Yam Suf.** What happened
to them there? They all drowned?

Apparently, candles were useless to the Mitzrim during makkas choshech. Are there any modern
inventions which might have helped them (unless prevented by Hashem)?

Some explain that the choshech was an extremely thick fog that descended on Mitzrayim and suffocated even
fire.*> The Ibn Ezra says that he personally experienced such a fog many times while at sea! Maybe a flashlight
with a dehumidifier attachment would have helped.

Did the Mitzrim know how many days passed during makkas choshech?
Only by asking Bnei Yisrael afterwards.*6

Makkas choshech was difficult to bear, so Paroh summoned Moshe to offer him a deal.*” How was
Paroh able to do this while in complete darkness, especially if the Mitzrim couldn’t move?4®
o By this point, the status of Bnei Yisrael had been elevated to the point that some of them served in

Paroh'’s office, and he sent them to summon Moshe. When Paroh dismissed Moshe, he said, “leich
me’alai” (similar to, “go away”), instead of, “leich mipanai” (which would indicate that Moshe should no
longer stand in front of Paroh), because Paroh couldn’t see him while they were talking.4®
Moshe approached Paroh himself; the phrase, “Vayikra Paroh el Moshe” used here indicates an
invitation to converse, not a summons.*°
Paroh summoned Moshe after the makkah had already ended.%" If it was still dark, Paroh wouldn’t have
had the audacity to conclude his conversation with Moshe by saying, “Don’t ever come back, or you'll
die!”s?

Usually, when Paroh wanted to request a reprieve from the makkos, he called Moshe and Aharon.
Regarding makkas choshech, why did he call only Moshe?%

Paroh knew that when Moshe was born, his house became filled with light. Paroh assumed that perhaps this
indicated that Moshe would later be able to bring light amidst darkness.5
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After makkas choshech, Moshe tells Paroh, “Even you will give us korbanos, and we’ll sacrifice them
to Hashem.”*® Did this wind up happening?
o Yes: after makkas bechoros, when Paroh urged Bnei Yisrael to leave Mitzrayim, he gave them
korbanos to sacrifice on his behalf.%®
No: Hashem wanted to destroy Paroh, and there is no way that Moshe would offer to bring korbanos on
behalf of this rasha. Rather, Moshe was warning that Hashem would strike Mitzrayim with such force
that Paroh would be WILLING to give korbanos, and all of his possessions, to be saved. After makkas
bechoros, Paroh, in fact, made this desperate plea, and it was rejected.>’
e No: Moshe was saying, “You'll give us animals which WE will sacrifice on our own behalves.”>®

Hashem told Moshe, “Please instruct Bnei Yisrael to ask the Mitzrim for their valuables.”* How far in
advance of Yetzias Mitzrayim did Bnei Yisrael find out that this would happen, and keep it a secret?
They found out before the makkos began, and kept it a secret for a year. Their ability to keep secrets and avoid
lashon hara was one of the ways that they earned geulah.®°

Were there any bechoros among the Eirev Rav, during Yetzias Mitzrayim?

During makkas bechoros, bechoros from other nations who were in Mitzrayim died as well.6' The Eirev Rav
which left Mitzrayim with Bnei Yisrael was composed of a mixture of people from other nations.®? It would
seem, then, that among the Eirev Rav there were no bechoros.%?

When is the last time Moshe and Paroh saw each other?

o After makkas choshech, Paroh tells Moshe, “Don’t ever see me again!” and Moshe responds, “l won'’t.”
After makkas bechoros, when Paroh told Moshe to take Bnei Yisrael out of Mitzrayim, Paroh spoke
from outside Moshe’s house, or through a messenger.

Moshe’s response to Paroh meant, “I will never again come to YOU; you will come to ME.” After
makkas bechoros, they did, in fact, see each other, near Moshe’s house.®

Moshe announced that makkas bechoros would occur “kachatzos,” “at around chatzos,” avoiding the
mention of an exact moment, to prevent the Mitzrim from claiming that Moshe’s prediction was faulty.%
During the makkah, every Mitzri house experienced death: if there was no bechor, the oldest person
died, and many people were considered bechoros without others realizing.%® Afterwards, the Mitzrim
pressured Bnei Yisrael to leave Mitzrayim, declaring, “We’re all dying!”%’, adding, “This isn’t what
Moshe predicted! This is more than just a makkah on bechoros!”% Why wasn’t Moshe worried about
THIS misunderstanding?

Of all places, why did Bnei Yisrael tie the Korban Pesach to their beds?
e So that they would constantly encounter the Korban Pesach over those few days.®°
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e To show that we serve Hashem in our homes, not just in a shul or other “holy” places.”

If someone owned a house within which he was not planning to eat the Korban Pesach, did he have to
put blood on its door?
The blood had to be placed on the doors of any livable area, but not on storage areas or animal shelters.”

On Rosh Chodesh Nissan, Moshe told Bnei Yisrael about the mitzvos of Korban Pesach.” If Pesach
was still 2 weeks away, why do the pesukim repeatedly refer to it as “layla hazeh,” “this night,” and
“yom hazeh,” “today,” as if it had already arrived?”®

Just as we are obligated to see ourselves as if we left Mitzrayim, by experiencing past events as if they are
currently transpiring, so too Bnei Yisrael had to have full emunah, and experience the future as if it had already
arrived.”

Hashem told Moshe that He would, “Pass through Mitzrayim, performing makkas bechoros.”” Didn’t
all the bechoros die simultaneously, at chatzos?

Just as sunset is experienced on the easternmost side of Mitzrayim slightly before it is experienced in more
western areas, “moving” form east to west as the earth spins, chatzos occurs first in the east, and then
“moves” westward. Thus, all bechoros died at chatzos, in their respective locations. When Moshe told Paroh
that the bechoros would die “kachatzos halayla,” he was indicating, “At AROUND (but slightly before) chatzos
here, in Central Mitzrayim, makkas bechoros will begin in Eastern Mitzrayim at exactly chatzos there, and then
sweep westward.”’®

During makkas bechoros, metal avodah zara melted, wooden ones rotted’’, and the bechoros of
worshiped animals died’®. Why didn’t the actually-worshiped, MOTHER-avodah zara-animals, die?

The night can be divided into 2 even halves: the first half of the night, and the second half of the night.
The “middle of the night” is where the 2 halves MEET, but doesn’t actually occupy any time. To
demonstrate, if you could isolate some exact “middle moment” of the night, in between the 2 halves,
well, just split that moment in half, putting the first half with the first half of the night, and the second
half with the second half of the night. If so, when the pasuk says that makkas bechoros occurred
exactly bachatzi halayla™, what does it mean that they died AT midnight? What moment is this?

Just as there is no independent “moment of midnight,” there is likewise no independent “moment of death.”
Rather, the bechoros were fully alive, until they stopped being alive, at which point they were fully dead, but
they never experienced some “middle state.” During the first half of the night, they were fully alive, and as the
night switched from the first half to the second half, the bechoros switched to being fully dead.®

After makkas bechoros, Paroh ran through main-Mitzrayim looking for Moshe and Aharon, to urge
them to leave.?! Didn’t they live in Goshen?

They had told Paroh that he would come begging them to leave after makkas bechoros. To allow for the
fulfillment of this nevuah, they spent the night in main-Mitzrayim. Upon hearing his declaration of their freedom,
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they sent messengers to Goshen with the great news. Bnei Yisrael gathered in Ram’seis, and in full view of the
Mitzrim, paraded out of Mitzrayim.8?

Bnei Yisrael gathered in ognyn, and then left Mitzrayim.?® Wasn’t that a storage city which they built for
Paroh?% Why did they gather there, instead of in Goshen?

oonyn is the part of Goshen within which Yosef settled his family®, not to be confused with oonyn (spelled with
a double pasach), the city which Bnei Yisrael were forced to build.8¢

Why do we say “Shalom aleichem” during kiddush levana?
After saying the ominous pasuk, “Tipol aleihem eimasah vafachad...,” “Fear should befall them,” we turn to a
friend and say, “You, however, should have peace.”®’

Why do tefillin need to be made from the hide of a kosher animal?

The pasuk says, “L’maan tihiyeh Toras Hashem b’ficha” — “In order that Hashem’s Torah be in your mouth”8 —
indicating that Torah must be written on material which is kosher to eat with one’s mouth. Since one of
Hashem’s names is “written” on tefillin — the letter “w” is found on the tefillin shel rosh, while the letters “1” and
“” are formed by the retzuos — tefillin are considered pieces of “Torah” which must be “written” on the hide of a

kosher animal.&®

In the future, Mitzrayim will bring a present to Mashiach. Will it be accepted?
Hashem will instruct that it be accepted, because Mitzrayim hosted Bnei Yisrael in their country.®®

IN YOUR OPINION

Often, Moshe warns Paroh in his palace, and we aren’t told about Paroh’s reaction. What do you think
the conversation was like in the royal office, right after Moshe left?

When Moshe warned Paroh before makkas arbeh, he saw the advisors exchanging glances, contemplating
their response, so he quickly left, allowing them the opportunity to do teshuva.®' This was Moshe’s strategy
every time he warned Paroh.%?

If you had to choose a position to be stuck in for 3 days, what would it be?

How do you think it felt to walk through the house of a Mitzri and poke around in his drawers, while he
was “staring at you,” but couldn’t see you?

After suffering through a full year of makkos, and handing over their valuables to their former slaves,
how do you think the Mitzrim felt towards Bnei Yisrael?

Hashem made them love Bnei Yisrael®, feel guilty about having harmed them, and feel that Bnei Yisrael
deserved to be helped by Hashem.%
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We are told to exercise zerizus and act quickly while preparing matzos®S, as well as in the performance
of all mitzvos. °® If you’re feeling slow and tired, how can you create feelings of zerizus and
excitement?

Hashem created us such that our actions affect our attitudes. Often, a specific mitzvah-action is intended to
affect our emotions and outlook.®” Just as inner excitement and motivation, resulting from healthy perspectives,
can engender quick action, so too can quick action cause inner feelings of excitement. If the former doesn’t
come naturally, we should avail ourselves of the latter.%

The obvious nissim of Yetzias Mitzrayim help us notice the hidden nissim that surround us.*® Name 5
hidden nissim.

As a little child, Miriam prophesied that her brother Moshe would save Bnei Yisrael, but when he was
put in the river, people doubted her.'® Moshe spent his youth in Paroh’s palace, and decades hiding as
a fugitive.'® When he finally returned, and demanded freedom for Bnei Yisrael, it was denied for about
a year. What do you think it was like for Miriam to wait over 80 years to see her nevuah finally come
true?
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CHAYEINY

Weelily A Life of Truth

Shabbos Inspiration Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

1NAN' DWn <Nyl
The illustrious family who founded D'Myw nXn — continued.

When the three brothers, Reb Asher Lemel, Reb Nachum, and Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib, came to Yerushalayim, a whole
new world opened up for them.! It was a radiant world; a world of happiness and simcha! Not that their uprnimui state
was anything to be envious about. Their material situation, as well as the physical situation for the rest of the Jews of
Yerushalayim, had much to be desired. The source of their happiness was really in their attitude. They had four walls in
YTipn 1V D217 to protect them from the winds! They had a roof to protect them from the rain - at least part of the roof
protected them from the rain. There was enough space in their huge apartments to spread out straw for every member of
their families to sleep on, and to STILL have a spot in the middle of the room for a table to sit down at and be poiv in Min
1w yan! How could you even imagine a bigger apartment than that! There was a certain feeling in the air when they
put up that first mezuza. After all, when you rent an apartment, you usually have to wait thirty days (given certain
circumstances) since until then you cannot be sure it is going to be a permanent dwelling. But in Yerushalayim, by the first
night, already you know that it’s permanent! You know that when you are surrounded by the 781" yIX 1IN that this is
home.

The three brothers undertook different projects. Reb Asher Lemel who had been the Rav of Galine, became a member of
the |'T na of Yerushalayim. He would eventually become the nmavixn NTY? |'T n'a ¥iN1. Reb Nachum, however,
completely separated himself from the 11axn 7iv. He joined a n¥11j of 0'721pn0 and rose to great heights in N72pn TN'7 as
well as in other areas of minn TN'. His younger brother, Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib, who was a great p'7¥ and D20 TRYA
in his own right, made sure that Reb Nachum wouldn’t be left alone. The public began to hear about Reb Nachum’s
greatness, and they wanted to listen to his Torah. Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib would set up benches and chairs in the room
where Reb Nachum learned, and just as Reb Nachum began saying 11u'¥ to his Xn111n, Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib would
open the door, and fifty or sixty people would file in. Reb Nachum didn’t really mind, as long as it wasn’t an official position.
Teaching Torah is the greatest madraiga in learning Torah, especially if you’re not getting paid for it.

When Reb Nachum'’s son, Zalmen, grew up in Eretz Yisroel, it was before the advent of falafel and shawarma at the corner
falafel stand. Zalmen grew up 175 years ago when people had to struggle for every piece of bread. Living quarters were
jammed together with very little elbow room for the children to move around. Once, little Zalmen was in the room where
his father and uncles were sitting together enjoying each other’s company. There was a happy atmosphere in the room.
As Zalmen looked on, a puzzled expression appeared on Reb Asher Lemel’s face. He turned to his brothers and asked,
“9"10 teach us that Eretz Yisroel is one of the three niann that x40 7112 wiTpn gives Klal Yisroel, which are unique in that
they must come through a certain amount of 010!, | don’t understand that 7''t1n! Where are our nn10'?! Eretz Yisroel is

1”7

sheer n1InN, and happiness!” The three brothers looked at each other in confusion. Where were their 0n10'? None of
them had an immediate answer. Reb Asher Lemel continued, “I would like to suggest, that when 7"t say that 010! and
71! yIX go hand in hand, they are referring to the 0M10! involved in giving up the luxury of yIx7 yin, and of course, the
D'MO! involved in moving. But once you come here, if it’s truly N, a person is zoche to an inner happiness that greatly
overshadows any minor discomfort - like having only half a roof over your head. It’s all relative! Even the lack of a roof can
become minor if there is an overabundance of inner happiness.” The room was quiet while Reb Asher Lemel was speaking,
“

but afterwards, a pained expression appeared on Reb Nachum'’s face and he allowed his inner emotions to pour forth,
still feel 110! although | am here,” he said, his voice choking with emotion, “look around! We are in 281! yIx; and it’s

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim #17, Dial-A-Shiur
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true, we do delight in the 281! yIx NWiTH. But the fact is that this is still n173, and |271n. We are surrounded by dangerous
Arabs. Look how 7x1! 772 suffers over here. There’s no place to live! | can look away from my own minor discomfort
because it’s next to nothing compared to the happiness that | have in learning, but what about the families that are being
raised over here? We have so little room to maneuver ourselves between the giant wolves that control this land!” The
younger brother, Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib, was very moved by Reb Nachum’s words, and he decided that he had to do his
share to make things better. Although it would be painful for him to leave the nwi1Tp of 2x1! YK, he would travel back
to Poland and trek from town-to-town convincing as many people as possible to come to Eretz Yisroel, and he would insist
that those who couldn’t physically make the trip should at least donate what they could to ease the ¥91 n1'on of those
who did come. The arrangement that he set up was called Kollel Poland. Another one who was greatly impressed by Reb
Nachum’s speech was his young son Zalmen. Zalmen knew there had to be a solution, and he decided that if anyone was
going to break ground, and do what it took to set up a 21¥! outside the walls of n'2¢i! but still close enough to see the
Holy City and absorb from its nwi1Tp, it would be him.

The Rav in Yerushalayim when Reb Zalmen was growing up was the great goan Reb Shmuel of Salant 7''¥1. Reb Shmuel
Salant was considered to be one of the smartest Jews who ever lived! He was a tremendous nj'a who was able to guide
the people through the most difficult times. Reb Shmuel Salant was also considered the venerable sage, and pQia of that
time. There are so many stories about him; about his practicality, his nan, his intelligence, and about his love and feeling
for 231! 72 that came out through his ninn NW1T)H. One well known story is about the two desperate D'aniNN who once
came running into his room, “Rebbe! It is an hour before the wedding of our children! A terrible thing has happened! The
milk man’s wagon collided with the wagon which was carrying a huge pot for the ninn - a pot of meat!” (which was very
rare in those days), “and the milk spilled into the meat! There doesn’t seem to be n'w'w to be 7p1n the milk! We have
saved up for this n2inn for endless weeks! There will be nothing to eat!” Reb Shmuel Salanter asked for an exact calculation
of how much meat and how much milk there was, and he also calculated that there was far less than the necessary
"Dwiny", sixty times the amount of meat, that it would take to be 7010 the milk. But Reb Shmuel Salanter did not despair.
With no one realizing what he was doing, he walked out the back door and went over to Mechal the milk man. He sat
down with him and said, “Mechal, | want you to tell me the truth. This will be kept in complete confidence. | will not tell
anyone.” Mechal stammered, “W-what?? I-I have no secrets. What is the rebbe referring to?” Reb Shmuel smiled and
asked, “How much water do you add to your milk?” Mechal turned red. Again, Reb Shmuel Salanter said, “I will not
publicize this, but Mechal, please tell me the truth. It is very important. There are a lot of emotions involved over here.
There are two lives which perhaps are on the line because this chasuna is very important.” And so, Mechal admitted the
truth that his milk was H?O fortified. He told Reb Shmuel Salant how much water he adds to his milk. With that information
in hand, Reb Shmuel Salant was able to calculate that there actually were shishim against the milk, and he gave out his
pesak that the meat was 1nin for the nynn.

The other Rabbanim of Yerushalayim began to kvetch, “what is the basis for this pesak?” Reb Shmuel Salanter did not
discuss it with them. He just said, “Trust me, it is "7N.” He was so respected, that the vast majority enjoyed the n2inn.
There was no n2'&¥! If their Rav said it was 1110, then it was 1nMn! It was only many months later that Reb Mechal himself
admitted the truth, and he added that, “Reb Shmuel Salanter called me in afterwards and told me — now Mechal, as for
you, if people think that what you are selling is milk, you have no right to add water to it. Reb Shmuel gave me a chance
to correct it. My milk is now pure milk, but | can tell you for a fact that when he gave his pesak, it was a correct pesak.”
This story is very typical of Reb Shmuel of Salant. He was willing to take the responsibility upon himself, let everyone say
that Reb Shmuel Salant made a mistake, but he was not going to embarrass the milk man, or the mechutanim. Another
great story is told about the time when a man came to Reb Shmuel Salanter and cried that his neighbor was stealing eggs
from him. His neighbor said, “that’s a lie!” It seemed like the whole neighborhood would erupt in machalokes. Reb Shmuel
Salant called over the man who claimed that his eggs were being snatched by his next-door neighbor, and said to him,
“Just do as | tell you.” The next day they found the real thief — a dead snake. Reb Shmuel Salant had told him that one
morning he should exchange all the raw eggs for hard boiled eggs. That would definitely suffocate the snake. But it wasn’t
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just the up'TNINMYA snake that Reb Shmuel Salant strangled, it was the snake of lashon hara, and the snake of machalokes,
which destroy the well-being of any civilized area of 781! 772. That tongue was tied shut through the greatness of Reb
Shmuel of Salant.

As we discussed, Reb Nachum was not an official Rosh Yeshiva, it’s just that his house was full of chairs and tables where
people happened to come each day and hear him say shiur. In terms of Tin'*20 717, Reb Nachum was very different then
Reb Shmuel Salant. Reb Nachum learned very slowly and deliberately. One q7in many weeks was normal for Reb Nachum.
Reb Shmuel Salant, on the other hand, was the practical person, he was the posek, he would cover a lot of ground teaching
NX1iN to his 0'T'N%R. Reb Nachum never paskened on his own. He always directed ni?'¥ to the official Rav of
Yerushalayim. He once sent his son Zalmen to ask Reb Shmuel Salanter a n'8¥. When little Zalmen walked into Reb
Shmuel Salanter’s yeshiva, he saw that they were up to 1"'D T in XY'¥n X212 N10N. This seemed strange to him. He knew
for a fact that his father, Reb Nachum, started Xy'xn X121 NJ0n at the same time that Reb Shmuel of Salant did, and his
father was only up to 2 q7. Young Zalmen wondered; how could Reb Shmuel be up to 1''v 977 He mentioned this to one of
the o'Tn%m, and said, “You can’t be learning this properly if you’re going that fast!” Someone asked him, “You think you
know it better than we do because you’re only up to 2 q7?” Zalmen couldn’t resist, and he presented several difficulties
that his father had talked about in the shiur that morning. The n'T'n7n of Reb Shmuel of Salant began to ponder the
guestions amongst themselves. They went to their rebbe, and somehow, they didn’t seem to come up with a conclusive
answer. Little Zalmen then gave the answer that his father had given. Reb Shmuel of Salant jumped up with a smile on his
face from ear to ear! He kissed the little boy! He said, “Boruch Hashem! 7x1! 723 has such a promising young star! You
are able to understand your father’s 11u'w at such a young age!” Still holding the young boy, and giving him all sorts of
niaN3, Reb Shmuel escorted him to the door, and asked him to come over as much as he could!

Little Zalmen was full of joy! Why, he had done it! He had stood up for the honor of his father! He sure showed them off! |
can’t wait, he said to himself, to run home and tell my father! He ran home, and he told his father, “Ta! You know what
happened?! | went to Reb Shmuel Salant! They were up to 10 q7! | said, “You can’t go so fast!” | told them over your 1ure
from this morning! No one could come up with the o' that you did! When | told it to them, they were all amazed!
Reb Shmuel Salant got up and walked me to the door! Can you imagine?! Little me! Little Zalmen was walked to the door
by the 7iT3 of 072w, because | showed them!” His father responded — by smacking Zalmen across the face. “How dare
you! Take personal pleasure in Torah by saying that you’re smarter than someone else. How can you come here with a
smile on your face saying that you stood up to a great [iN3?! That’s your yIx 917?! Is this what the Torah is teaching you?!
Now, you return at once to Reb Shmuel of Salant and beg him n7'nn! Be n9'm 72N, as is proper for someone who is
disrespectful to a nan TnYn!”

Zalmen knew right away that there was no arguing with his father. Although the finger marks of love were still on his
cheek, he turned around, and ran with all of his N2 to Reb Shmuel of Salant’s house. According to the laws of n9'm, which
is a minor kind of excommunication, he was not permitted to enter Reb Shmuel of Salant’s house. Zalmen just sat down
in front of the door and took off his shoes with his head down. The talmidim came to Reb Shmuel of Salant, and they said,
“Little Zalmen is sitting outside with his shoes off.” Reb Shmuel of Salant figured out right away what had happened. He
ran out, lifted the child, and he said warmly, “I am 2nin you n1n3 n7'nna. There is no NT'9p over here whatsoever. Tell
your father, | was 10 the D1n!” Zalmen later said, “My father taught me a very important lesson. Arrogance has no place,
not even when it’s in the guise of standing up for the Ti1a of your father.” That smack of love, clearly brought Reb Zalmen
closer to his father. Because the smack came out of complete sincerity and love, the message came through. Not a
message of hate, but a message of direction, and a message of guidance which led to appreciation. Little Zalmen loved his
father, and his father adored his son.

DY 1131, now-a-days it’s a lot easier to travel to 781 yIx. Hashem also always gives us great 0'127, and D'7iT). Let’s be
uplifted thinking about the great gifts that N1n 9112 WiTpn gives us, and how much He loves us.

3|Life of Truth
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nitiative —

If at all possible, the splinter should be removed in a manner that will not inevitably
draw blood. If that is not possible and one is in pain, the splinter may nevertheless
be removed even though blood will inevitably be drawn out.

Is it permissible to remove a splinter?

Similarly, one may cut into the skin if it is necessary to remove a splinter, provided
that doing so will not inevitably draw blood. If the person is in pain, he may slit the
skin even if it will inevitably cause blood to flow.

Note: If a needle is used to remove the splinter, it may not be sterilized by passing
it through fire.

Are there medications that are permitted to be taken?

[t is permitted to take a lactase pill; to use ice packs to reduce swelling and to use
drops to clear ear wax; to place a burn under cold water; and to perform minimal
hand or foot therapy to relieve arthritis. One who suffers from lack of sleep may
take a sleeping pill. One is permitted to sprinkle baby powder in shoes if one’s feet
are sweaty.

It is not permissible to use medicated cough drops for a cough; a pill to relieve
constipation; heating bottles or heating pads; allergy medications; nasal congestion
spray; or to utilize massage to alleviate back pain. According to many Poskim, it is
not permissible to take Tylenol or aspirin to prevent a headache.

If a person is already in pain or will be if he doesn’t take medication to the point
that he cannot or will not function regularly, then all of the above are permissible.

Is it permissible to take Tums on Shabbos?

It is not permissible to take Tums for heartburn. It is permissible to take Tums as a
preventive measure to avoid the occurrence of heartburn, provided that a
forthcoming heartburn is not assured.

Note: Eating five almonds has the same effect as eating a Tums, and they are
permitted to be eaten for heartburn.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS FOR THE ENTIRIEE FANILY

IINTNFT Y’ INN "V 11 - 27V 17N AT DA

VOL Il WEEK 14

T-T"V0 " 2-N"w 2"wn'y
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| mistakenly left some blank computer paper on my desk. Can | put it away on Naw in order to learn on
my desk?

QUESTION 2

My son'’s looseleaf has both written notes and blank paper in it. May it be used on Naw?

QUESTION 3
| keep my reading glasses in a drawer that also has money in it. Can | open the drawer and take out the
glasses?
ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS
QUESTION 1

| was tying my shoelaces and the lace ripped apart in my hand. Can | throw it out, or do | need to drop
it immediately?

Answer: An object that breaks becomes n¥pin if it no longer has a use. The ripped-off part of a shoelace
is useless, and is therefore N¥pIN. However, there is a discussion amongst the D'PoId if one must drop such
an object from his hand immediately or not. Some hold that since it originally came into one’s hand in
it's non-NXPIN state, one can keep it in his hand, bring it to a garbage can and throw it out. Others are
more stringent and hold it should be dropped right away. One can rely on the lenient opinion.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

The button to my shirt/jacket fell off. Can | pick it up to put it away?

Answer: As mentioned in Answer 1, an object that breaks and becomes useless is N¥pIn. However, there
are NI'W who hold that if the object will be fixed and returned to it's original state of a useful "72, it is not
considered n¥pIn even though right now it is useless. A button that fell off and will be sewed on after naw
is an example of such a case. The (N”7-N"W) N1IN2 MWN relies on the lenient opinion, while (*2-2"2-'N) Nwn
mMar rules strictly. One can rely on the NN mwn if there is a need.

QUESTION 3

The stem of a glass cup broke off. Is it nxpIn?

Answer: The broken stem of a glass cup is useless and therefore is N¥pIN. Regarding the cup itself, since it
technically can still act as a cup, it should still be considered useful and not be n¥pIin. However, since no one
would actually use such a cup nowadays, it is deemed as garbage and is nypin. Still, there is a different
reason to allow one to move it. A broken glass could hurt someone if left lying around, and the ('I-N"w) X"N1
writes that broken glass that may cause damage is allowed to be moved. Therefore, if sweeping it into a
dustpan and into the garbage is not practical (which would not constitute an actual movement of N¥pin),
one may take it by hand and throw it out to avoid anyone getting hurt.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Renewing His Ties

For many years, Rav Kalman Krohn gave a
weekly vaad to the bachurim in the Adelphia
yeshiva. Rav Dovid Trenk would often give Rav
Kalman a ride to the yeshiva. The following story
occurred on one such trip from Lakewood to
Adelphia.

During our trips together to Adelphia, Rabbi
Trenk and | utilized the time to discuss important
matters related to the chinuch of the bachurim we
taught. Due to the private nature of our
conversations, we did not usually take anyone
else in the car with us.

Adelphia is about a fifteen-minute drive up Route
9 from Lakewood. One Monday, about five
minutes into the drive, we saw two bachurim

walking on the side of the road up ahead. We
didn’t have much time to decide whether or not to
stop for them, since in just a few seconds, we
would have long passed them.

“Let’s stop for them,” I suggested to Rabbi Trenk.
As he slowed the car and pulled up alongside the
boys, I asked, “Are they bachurim from Adelphia
yeshiva?”

“No,” Rabbi Trenk responded, peering out the
window and not recognizing the pair. They were
wearing yarmulkas and were most definitely frum
boys, but they didn’t attend our yeshiva.

I rolled down the window. “Come inside,” I called
to the two bachurim.

They opened the back door and slid inside.
“Where are you going?” I asked them.

“We’re going to Freehold,” one of them
responded.

“What do you have in Freehold?” we wondered.
“We’re going to buy a tie,” the pair informed us.

Rabbi Trenk and | looked at each other. They
were going to Freehold to buy ties! Who knew
what kinds of nonsense they might get tied to in
Freehold?

Rabbi Trenk had a suggestion for them. “Before
you go to Freehold to purchase your tie, why
don’t you come with us to Adelphia Yeshiva?
We’re going to daven Maariv, and then afterward
there’s a shmooze for about an hour. When we’re
done, we’ll take you to Freehold to buy the tie.”

There was a moment of silence and then Rabbi
Trenk added, “Of course, if you want to go
directly to Freehold, then once you’re in my car,
| will let you off there. But I can’t leave you off
on the street. So please let me know if you’d like



to come with us to Adelphia or if you’d like us to
take you to the tie store in Freehold.”

There was another moment of uncomfortable
silence.

“I’ll give you some privacy to make a decision,”
Rabbi Trenk offered, popping a tape into the
cassette. Normally, we didn’t have any music on
when we drove together, since | am especially
sensitive to the new kinds of Jewish music, but
this time, Rabbi Trenk felt it was necessary. Rabbi
Trenk turned up the volume to drown out the
hushed voices in the back seat, giving them thirty
seconds of relative privacy.

“Okay, fellas, what did you decide?”” Rabbi Trenk
asked, turning off the music. “Do you want to
come to Adelphia, or should we take you to
Freehold?”

“We’ll come with you to Adelphia,” one of the
boys said.

“If you’d like, you can tell me your names,”
Rabbi Trenk said. “But only if you are
comfortable telling me. Or you can tell me where
you are from.”

Both bachurim seemed uncomfortable disclosing
their true names. One said his name was Yitzy and
the other one claimed to be Shaya, but it was clear
to me that they were hiding their true identities.
They also told us where they came from, two very
different parts of the United States.

“And what are you doing in this part of the
country?” Rabbi Trenk asked conversationally.
“That is, only if you don’t mind sharing.”

“We came to Lakewood for a few days,” they
said, not supplying any more details.

We arrived at the yeshiva and the two bachurim
followed us inside. When we entered the balis
medrash for Maariv, | found them seats at two

different tables. From the corner of my eye, |
noticed that Yitzy didn’t daven a word the entire
tefillah. But Shaya, | noted in satisfaction, seemed
to have been influenced by the vyeshiva
surroundings and davened with feeling.

After Maariv, when it was time for my shmooze,
| told a story about a what it means to be a yid,
and how happy we must be to know that there is
always a way back. There’s no such thing as
getting stuck on the street without a way home.
All you need is willpower to come back, but then
you will be accepted back. It was an inspiring
story, and my audience seemed to appreciate it.

After the shmooze was over, | joined Rabbi Trenk
and our two guests for the ride back home.

“Where should we take you now?” Rabbi Trenk
asked the bachurim. “Would you still like to go to
Freehold to buy a tie? Or, if you’d like, we can
take you somewhere else. We’re not going to
leave you out here in the dark.”

“No, please take us back to Lakewood,” the boys
requested.

While the ride into Adelphia had been mostly
silent, on the way back, the boys had warmed up
a bit, and we got into a conversation with them.
Over the course of the short trip, both boys told us
their version of their life’s stories. They were
stories of pain and of challenges that were too
much to bear that running away seemed like a
better option.

While hearing them describing their difficulties,
it struck me that Shaya’s speech was measured
and somewhat refined, while Yitzy’s manner of
talking was vulgar and uncouth. Both of them
were expressing strong feelings against those in
their lives who they felt had wronged them, but
somehow, Shaya spoke respectfully while Yitzy
expressed himself in terrible language.

Their stories were so similar, but the way they
expressed themselves was not. | found myself



thinking that the chances of Shaya making a
turnaround were considerably higher than
Yitzy’s, based on this fact alone.

When we arrived in Lakewood, we stopped at
Falafel and Chips, and the boys left the car. We
didn’t even know their true names, and we didn’t
think we would ever meet them again.

A few days later, someone came to visit me at
home. He told me that he knew the boys, and that
the names they’d given us had been fictious, just
as we’d suspected. After he told me who they
really were, he confided that ‘Shaya’ wanted to
return fully to Torah and mitzvos. He had relished
the davening in yeshiva and tasted the geshmak of
an inspiring story. For the first time in a long
while, he felt that he had an opportunity to be a
part of something bigger, and he wanted that very
much.

‘Yitzy’, however, was not holding there yet, just
as | suspected from the brazenness in his speech.
But Shaya had tasted spirituality, and he
understood that there were no ties in Freehold that
could compare. With sheer willpower, he made
the first step to renew his ties to authentic
Yiddishkeit, and once he took that step, we were
waiting for him to welcome him back. That one
Maariv had changed his life forever.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape # TG114

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"!
are now available by phone.

USA 732.913.5616 or 718.557.7711
EY. 02.313.6038
Option 1: Vaadim given in BMG

Option 2: Shmussen given in Adephia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurim

To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Toras Reb Kalman
Lakewood New Jersey
609.807.1783
torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Volume THREE is HERE!!
Available at your local Judaica bookstore

Amazing Tales of Tzaddikim,
Alive with Yiras Shamayim,
Emunah, and Middos Tovos
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RABBI CHAIM SHMULEVITZ ZTL HAD A VERY CLOSE
RELATIONSHIP WITH ALL OF HIS TALMIDIM. ONE
DAY, HE WAS TOLD THAT A NEPHEW OF ONE OF

HIS TALMIDIM WAS VERY ILL,

T

11 11 11 11 Il

RABBI SHMULEVITZ WAS VISIBLY PAINED AND
IMMEDIATELY INCLUDED THE CHOLEH'S NAME IN
EVERY TEFILLAH,

ONE DAY RABS8I SHMULEVITZ WAS SITTING AND LEARNING
WITH HIS CHAVRUSA WHEN HIS TALMID WALKED IN...

SHALOM ALEICHEM,
AKIVA! HOW IS YOUR
NEPHEW? T HAVE BEEN
DAVENING FOR HIM SO

REBSI, I DO NOT
HAVE 600D NEWS
TO SHARE...

ovY! MY
PRECIOUS NEPHEW
HAS JUST PASSED
AWAY,

BARLICH DAY AN
HAEMES... AKIVA, HE WAS 4
A HEILIGE NESHAMAH... OY!
HOW ARE THE PARENTS
AND SIBLINGS DOINEG?

RABBI SHMULEVITZ CONTINUED TO GIVE AKIVA
CHIZUK FOR ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES.

AT THE END OF THE CONVERSATION...

A ) N 4

REBBI, T SO NEEDED
TO HEAR WHAT YOU
JUST TOLD ME. THANK
YOU SO MUCH!

AFTER AKIVA CLOSED THE DOOR, RAV SHMULEVITZ BROKE
DOWN AND CRIED BITTERLY FOR ABOUT HALF AN HOLIR.

REBSI, WHY DID YOU I CONTROLLED
WAIT AND ONLY START MYSELF UNTIL HE LEFT,

HASHEM...
REBBI..PLEASE,
WHEN WILL THE TEARS OF CALM DOWN...

YOUR CHILOREN FINALLY PERS!...

CRYING AFTER TWENTY [ BECAUSE AKIVA IS IN A LOT
MINUTES? OF PAIN. T HAVE NO RIGHT
TO CAUSE HIM ANY MORE
PAIN BY CRYING!

R’ CHAIM LEIB SHMUELEVITZ D781 WAS BORN IN STUTCHIN, POLAND, TO THE NPV UNY, INDT 'm'JN ) AND HIS WIFE
5’\3)’ THE DAUGHTER OF D781 21710 D11 9DV 1 (ALSO KNOWN AS THE ALTER OF NOVARDOK). AT AGE 18, 80TH OF
HIS PARENTS DIED WITHIN A 6 MONTH PERIOD. DN ) WORKED 8Y DAY TO CARE FOR HIS 3 YOLINGER SIBLINGS AND
THEN LEARNED FOR SEVERAL HOURS AT NIGHT. AT THE TENDER AGE OF 19, R’ SHIMON SHKOP D¥1 INVITED HIM TO
SERVE AS A MYV TN IN GRODONO. IN 1935, DN 7 WENT TO LEARN IN 97D N22Y IN POLAND. IN 1930, HE MARRIED
00 NN, THE DAUGHTER OF R’ LEZER YUDEL FINKEL D'N1, THE NPV YN, DURING WWII, WHEN THE nY> WAS
FORCED TO FLEE FROM EUROPE, HE LED 1) NIV IN SHANGHAI FOR S YEARS ALONG WITH R’ CHATZKEL LEVENSTEIN
5781, AFTER THE WAR, HE IMMIGRATED TO AMERICA, BUT AFTER A FEW MONTHS, MOVED TO D"J\’)ﬁ’ WHERE D0 M
RE-ESTABLISHED ) NV, SERVING AS ITS NIV YUNI FOR 32 YEARS. HIS M7 IN DR AND mTn 1S BEST
APPRECIATED BY LEARNING HIS CLASSIC WORK, '10173 NIMNY. A PROLIFIC WRITER, MANY OF D”N 'S TEACHINGS
WERE PUBLISHED POSTHLIMOLISLY 8Y HIS FAMILY AND D"T’bb]‘l

5662-5740 1902-1979 1M1V "

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.
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SHIMSHON

D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DovID PINCUS ZT"L

T R S S
THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF InM1 Y17 12 2Py finm i1 12 Dxws. |
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM
FROM THE PARSHAH Light is Dark

(32 > MNW) .07%¥N XX D23 79K YN 11 DRYT DY IT DX Awn un

Moshe stretched out his arm over the heavens, and there was gloomy darkness in all
the land of Egypt. (Shemos 10:22)

Where did this darkness come from? R. Yehudah says it was from the darkness of
above, as it says 120 Pni2»ao 0o qwn nv? — “He placed darkness to be His hidden
place; His sukkah was around Him.”' (Shemos Rabbah 14:2)

1 Tehillim 18:12.

This is a surprising Midrash. It says that the Above, in heaven, there is only light and joy. How
darkness that enveloped Egypt in makas choshech  can a plague of darkness come from there?

came from the darkness of above, the darkness The answer lies in the following pasw:

that is in heaven. But how does that make sense?
RO DI 0NN DX 79 — Hashem

Is there darkness in heaven? On the contrary, it
will smite Egypt by smiting and healing.’

says:
X1 Any X1 — Light is in His This means, as Chazal say, that the darkness with
prcseﬁce.z ' which Hashem plagues Egypt is itself light for the
2 Daniel 2:22. 3 Yeshayahu 19:22.



Jewish people.

And the converse is also true. The light for the
Jewish people is itself the darkness that plagues the
Egyptians.

It says in the commentary Sifsei Kobhen on the
Torah that the “darkness” Hashem brought on Egypt
was in fact the brilliantly gleaming light of heaven.
There is no darkness in heaven, but the light up
there is so intensely bright that it “darkens” the eyes
of the resha’im. They are not capable of beholding
such wondrous light, so when it shines, they see total

darkness.

This is why the very next pasuk says:

onAYina iR T YN 3 Do -
And to all the Jews, there was light in their
dwelling places.*

The darkness for the Egyptians and the light for
the Jews was really the same exact thing. That which
the tzaddikim experienced as a wondrous, great light
was experienced by the wicked Egyptians as awful

darkness, as black as Gebinom.

This is why the light that the Jews experienced
was not just in the land of Goshen, where they
lived, but everywhere a Jew went. When a Jew
entered any “dwelling place,” he could see what the
Egyptians had stashed away in all sorts of hiding
places, even though the Egyptians there were
paralyzed by darkness. This is indicated by the extra

4 Shemos 10:23.

3CEN

word DMAawIN in the verse.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu brought down the light
of kedushah from heaven, which is the kedushah
of Torah and mitzvos, and for the Egyptians it was
a ghastly darkness. This is an awesome message for
every generation, including our own, when the
Jewish people is threatened by enemies sworn to
destroy it. 13101937 1105y DTNV T 7T YIav.

The more we increase Torah and mitzvos, it
creates great darkness and Gehinom for the enemies
of the Jewish people. Just as it was in makas choshech
back then, when standing Egyptians were unable
to sit, and the sitting were unable to stand, so it is
today. Our Torah, mitzvos and tefilos will paralyze
all our enemies and they will find themselves unable

to lift a finger against us.

The Midyash goes on to say that also in the future,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is destined to bring a darkness
that will cover the earth and cast a black gloom over
the nations, and Hashem will shine for the Jewish
people: T2¥1 DAK? Y91 XX 192 TYNT 737 03
1S

This needs to be our preparation for the
Geulah: to increase the light of Torah. It will
put our enemies in the dark, it will blind their
eyes, at the same time that it sheds brilliant
illumination for the Jewish people. We will see
and rejoice when the imminent Geulah arrives,

may it be soon, amein. o

5 Yeshayahu 60:2.
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Learn with the Children

You shall tell to your son. (Shemos 13:8)

When a Jew goes to shul in order to daven, or
learn, he feels that he used this time for a mitzvah,
and he fulfilled Hashem’s Will. But when this Jew sits
and learns with his son for half an hour, for instance
by going over the chapter of Eilu Metzios with him,
he has the feeling that he sacrificed half an hour of
his life for his child, that he forfeited this time that
he could have used for himself.

Sometimes a father learning with his son looks
like a jack-in-a-box, a puppet on a spring, that when
the box opens, the puppet shoots out. The “poor”
father was asked by his wife to learn with the child
for a little while, and he does it because he has to
(he doesn’t feel like it’s real “learning” because the
child obviously isn’t on his level), and he is looking
at his watch to see when they will finish and he can

get back to what he wants to learn.

This is feeling is coming from false premises.
Mitzvos take time, and just like a person doesn’t look
at his watch when he is in the middle of Kerias Shema
to see when it will be over already, or how long the
Shabbos seudab is taking, it should be the same when
he is learning with his son. Because this, too, is one

of the mitzvos that devolve upon him to fulfill.

There are actually a few points that many people
don’t properly understand regarding this matter. R.
Yisrael Salanter taught us a basic rule of Yiddishkeit:
Medarf tan, nisht oftan — “You need to do, not ‘get
it done.” This means that a Jew needs to actually do
and build things, but he is not like a contractor who

gets nothing until he finishes the job.

We all know that a child needs daily care to grow
up physically healthy. If his parents don’t make sure
to feed him healthy, nutritious food, and just let
him eat junk all the time, the child will not show

immediate signs of malnutrition, but it is quite

(M ,» Mnw) 7127 DT

possible that later on in life, he will suffer from
certain health problems. And every time the child

eats right, it contributes to his long-term health.

The same is true with the child’s spiritual
nutrition. The father needs to make sure his son is
cating rights, that he is feeding his soul. He should
not say to himself that a quarter-hour of learning or

the lack thereof is not going to make any difference

for the child.

When a father learns with his son daily, or at least
at regular zime, such as Friday, Shabbos afternoon,
or when school is not in session, he causes his child
to grow up healthily from a spiritual perspective. It
is just like eating good, nutritious food instead of

candies.

Besides this, learning with the children is a segulah
for success. It is a special type of Torah. It is Torah of
tulfilling the mitzvah of 7325 oniydwn.

In the beginning, someone who had a father, his
father taught him Torah, and someone who didn’t
have a father, didn’t learn Torah.... Until Yehoshua
ben Gamla came and enacted that teachers of

children should be set up in every state and town.!

They used to not have schools for children. There
was no cheder. The fathers did home-schooling for
their own children and that was it. Most children
had fathers who taught them. We need to understand
that there is no replacement for the Torah taught by
the father. It has a different kedushah. It is Torah

connected up to Har Sinai.

We should feel, when learning with the children,
that it is not “wasted” time. Their education is an

integral part of our avodas Hashem. o

1 Bava Basra 21a.



Tefillin: Rashi and
Rabbeinu Tam
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It shall be a sign for you on your arm and a reminder between your eyes. (Shemos 13:9)

There are two main types of zefillin: those made
according to the view of Rashi, and those made
according to the view of Rabbeinu Tam. In zefillin
of Rabbeinu Tam, the letter heb is before the letter
vav. We are going to delve into what makes zefillin
of Rabbeinu Tam special. First we will look at the
Halachic aspect, and then go a little deeper.

Tefillin contain four Torah passages. There is a
disagreement among the Rishonim how to interpret
the Germara’s statement about this. According to Rashi,
the four passages are to be in the following order:

/ 32 93°Y wIp / YInw OX M/ YRIW ynw
N2 ] M
Whereas according to Rabbeinu Tam the order
is like this:

WIp /N2 0 M/ Yinw DX 1m / YN ynw
01 93 %H
According to Rabbeinu Tam, the two passages
that begin with the word i’ are in the middle. This

is what the Rishonim call yxnxa nmi.

This alludes to a profound matter.

Early Torah sources say that the four passages in
tefillin correspond to the four letters of Hashem’s
Name. Parshas Shema corresponds to the letter yud,
Parshas V'hayah im shamoa corresponds to the letter
heb, Parshas Kadeish corresponds to the letter vav,
and Parshas V'hayab ki yeviacha corresponds to the
second letter heh.

And we know that the letters of Hashem’s Name
divide into two groups. The first group is yud heb,
and the second group is vav heb. The first group
always stays the same. The difference between Rashi
and Rabbeinu Tam is only in the second group, in
the vav heh. According to Rashi, the order is vav beb,
and according to Rabbeinu Tam, it is heh vav.

What does this signify?

When you set out to build something, there is a
certain order that must be followed. First you make
up the plan with the architect, and then you go and
build it. You can’t do it the other way around. The
process needs to follow a certain order, and only

then will the building get built.

In Hashem’s Name, the order is always vav and
then heb. This is because the letter vav represents the
six midos of Hashem, which are Gedulah, Gevurah,
Tiferes, Netzach, Hod and the last midah of 93
X821 DNW3, which “unifies heaven and earth.”! After
you have the complete building plan, so to speak, then
comes the final letter heh, which is the building itself.

But in zefillin of Rabbeinu Tam, it’s in reverse
order. The final heh, which represents the actual
building, comes before the building plan.

How can that be?

All in One Moment

Iwill tell you two stories. One is from the Midrash,
and the second is a story I heard from a reliable Jew
who heard it from the person who saw it with his

own eyes.

It is written about Yaakov Avinu:

132 ™7 nX 1 - He smelled the
fragrance of his garments.?

On a simple level, this pasuk speaks of how
Yitzchak smelled the pleasant field-fragrance of
Yaakov. This fragrance came from Eisav’s garments,
which Yaakov was wearing at the time he came to

1 Zohar Chadash 3:257a.
2 Bereishis 27:27.



be blessed. This is the simple meaning of the pasuk.

However, the Midrash interprets 133, “garments;”
as TN, “traitors”:

Don’t read it “his garments,” rather read
it: “his traitors.”

The Midrash is saying that even the traitors
among the Jewish people have an exquisite fragrance.
The virtue of the Jewish people is found even in the
“traitors” who seem to be far from Hashem. Even
they have the fragrance of neshamab, they have
something good in them.

The Midrash then brings a striking example to
illustrate the point:

For instance, Yosef Meshisa. When the
enemies wished to enter Har Habayis, they
said, “Let one of them [the Jews] go in first.”
[Yosef Meshisa volunteered.] They said to
him, “Go in, and whatever you bring out
[first] will be yours.”

He went in and brought out the golden
Menorah [whose value was immense]. They
said to him, “This is not something for
commoners. Go in again, and what you
bring out will be yours.”

He didn’t agree. They offered to release
him from taxes for three years. He didn’t
agree, and said, “Isn’t it enough that I
angered my G-d once? Shall I anger Him
another time?!”

What did they do to him? They put him
on a carpenters’ beam and sawed him, as he
was screaming, “Woe to me, for I angered

my Creator!™

Yosef Meshisa walked into Beis Hamikdash and
grabbed for himself the Menorah. What a traitor.
What a low life. Nobody would do something like

that, not even an idol-worshipping Gentile.

But in a single moment, he changed from one
extreme to the other, and that’s the point. When he

3 Bereishis Rabbah 65:18.
4 Ibid.

was put to the test,and he was promised great profit if
he goes in another time to desecrate Beis Hamikdash
- and he was obviously the kind of person who
would do anything for money — he refused.

He was not willing to anger Hakadosh Baruch Hu
another time, even at the pain of death. As he died,
he did not focus on the great physical pain he was
undergoing, but rather on Hakadosh Baruch Hu. “He
was screaming, ‘“Woe to me, for I angered my Creator!”
He willingly gave up hislife for the sake of Hashem, like
R. Akiva and the Asarah Harugei Malchus did.

That was one story. The second story is one that
happened in the Holocaust.

In a certain concentration camp, #ref meat was
distributed, and there was a Jew there who refused
to cat. The Nazi called out to him and said, “Eat or I
will kill you!” He unknowingly came upon a secular
Jew who had been eating #reifhis whole life. But now,
surprisingly enough, this Jew absolutely refused, and
responded, “No, I won’t eat!” The Nazi beat him
almost to death, but the Jew remained resolute,
heroically refusing to eat zreif no matter what.

Later, his friends asked him, “What was that all
about? You ate #reif your whole life!” He answered that
at that moment, he realized how terrible it is to eat zreif

What’s in these stories?

It All Suddenly Comes Out

Many people, when they are reciting Shema, and
they come to the words 7225 923, they are willing to
give up their lives for the sake of Hashem. If an idol-
worshipping Gentile would come up to them and
try to force them to bow down to a false god, they
would gladly die a/ kiddush Hashem. This is actually

the happiest moment that a person can attain.

But they got to this lofty place by following a
certain order. When they were children, they went
to cheder, learned Chumash, grew up in an authentic
Jewish environment, understood what mesirus nefesh
is, and then reached this madreigah. First they went
through the stages of Gedulah and Gevurah and
Tiferes, etc, and then the final building was built.

But in the two stories I just told, the order was
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reversed. Yosef Meshisa lived an anti-Torah life

all along, and even now, he dared to enter Beis
Hamikdash and grab the Menorab for himself. Even
the idol-worshipping Romans were afraid to do so.
That’s why they sent him in first. And then, in one
moment, he went through a radical transformation

and was ready to suffer and die for the sanctification
of Hashem’s Name.

It’s the same in the second story. A Jew who
couldn’t care less about Torah, who ate #resf his
whole life, who did not build any spiritual base for
himself — and suddenly, in one moment, something
exploded inside him, and he was willing to take a
severe beating at the hands of a heartless Nazi, just in
order not to put #reif food in his mouth.

For the rest of us, things develop little by little.
Another pasuk of Chumash, another daf of Gemara,
another Rosh Hashanah and another Yom Kippur.
The cumulate result is that if we would be put to the
test, we would surely give up our lives for the sake
of Hashem, because our Jewish neshamah is out in
the open, it is revealed. But the two stories I told are
about people whose neshamos were quite hidden,
and revealed themselves suddenly. Early Torah
sources call this the “Tefillin of Olam Haba.” It’s a
different order of things.

Our world is built like a chain. One link connects
to the next link and enters its space. So in the period
of Tkvesa d’Meshicha, there is a level that is similar
to Yemos Hamashiach. This is because the next link
in the chain of time, Yemos Hamashiach, enters the
space of the present link, that of Tkvesa d’Meshicha.

Thus we see baalei teshuvah sprouting up. We see
people who suddenly, as if out of nowhere, return
to authentic Torah Judaism. This has the aspect of
tefillin of Rabbeinu Tam. The heb is before the vav.
These are people who never learned Torah in their
lives. They never worked on themselves to develop
their Yiddishkeir at all. Yet, spiritual greatness
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revealed itself suddenly.
Tefillin of Rashi go according to proper order.

To learn, to delve into the depths, and then to arrive
at the goal. We say in Tefilah Zakab (recited right
before Kol Nidyrei): 2py» prnx> Di1aK 2330 %X 03 2
- “Because I, too, am among the descendants of
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov.” We all know this,
but for it to express itself in daily life, that the beauty
and greatness of the Jewish soul should shine in its
full glory, and there will not be partitions separating
heaven from earth, it will take a long time until we
reach this greatness.

Tefillin of Rabbeinu Tam are just the opposite. A
person hears an inspiring vor#, and gets excited, and
then makes a sudden and unexpected decision to
learn Torah and achieve understanding of it.

Tefillin of Rabbeinu Tam teach us that the order
can be changed. This is a wonderful idea about
how to achieve things, especially in our times, the
generation of Tkvesa d’Meshicha, which is the lowliest
time that ever was, and it is hard to do things in such
a time. If we go step by step, we will never get to the
goal. We need to cause an inner explosion, to make
bold and far-reaching decisions, to put things into
practice, and afterward we will see how beautiful our
decisions were.

Ty A20X7 DX 77R 0N 1PYR DX
xannw — “If you awaken and if you arouse
the love until it so desires.”

The Ramban explains this verse as follows. ox
1yn — If there is an awakening, XannW Ty — Make
an “object” (¥am) out of it. If you are grabbed by
that sudden inspiration, do something tangible,
something that you can get a hold on. Don’t leave
your inspiration as a philosophical idea. A person
needs to place an obligation on himself, to go and

build an edifice of Torah and yiras Shamayim. e

5 Shir Hashirim 2:7.
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