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The Netziv, in his introduction to Ha’emek Davar asks why does Sefer Shemos begin with n7x1, ““and’ these are?”

If it’s the beginning of a new sefer, shouldn’t it begin without the “and?”

The Netziv answers that the Be”hag refers to Sefer Shemos as Sefer Sheini, but he does not call Vayikra, Sefer

Shelishi. It seems that there is some distinct connection between Sefer Bereishis and Sefer Shemos?

The Netziv explains that Sefer Bereishis is called Sefer Haberi’ah, because it discusses the creation of the world.
But the story of the creation of the world did not end at the end of Sefer Bereishis. Rashi in the beginning of
Bereishis says that the world was created “bishvil reishis,” for the Torah and for Klal Yisrael who are referred to
as “reishis.” Brias Ha’olam is not complete with the creation of the physical world. The world was not created
for the physical existance, it was created for the spiritual, and only when there is Klal Yisrael and Kabbalas

HaTorah is the b’riah truly complete.

This is the reason why Sefer Shemos is referred to as Sefer Sheini, explains the Netziv. In Sefer Shemos, Klal Yisrael
is makabel the Torah and the purpose of creation is fulfilled. It is only then that creation is complete and
therefore, Shemos is considered “volume 2” of Sefer Hab’riah. This is also why Sefer Shemos begins with “and,”

denoting that it is a continuation of Sefer Bereishis, not a new beginning.

No Such Thing as Katnus
(10,R) Y19 YD DY MI9Y NNRYD DY WK N12Y) NI907 DIXN T20 I8N

Rashi brings the Medrash that Yocheved is called Shifrah because she is meshaperes es havlad, and Miriam is
called Puah because she would calm the crying babies by saying “Poo, poo.”

Rav Yerucham Levovitz (Daas Torah) derives a most powerful yesod from this Medrash. The name of a person
refers to their essence, their mehus. Why would the Torah define Yocheved and Miriam with such seemingly
trivial characteristics? Is there no greater actions that they did that they can be used to best define who they
were?
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Rav Yerucham answers that there truly is no such concept as maasim gedolim and maasim ketanim. What makes
an action great, is not the action itself, but how the person does it. A great person makes even the smallest,
simplest action great, while a small person, makes even the seemingly greatest action into a maaseh katnus.
When Yocheved was caring for a baby and Miriam was calming it and saying “Poo, poo” it may seem like a trivial
action, but for these great women, it was a truly great, worthy enough to define their essence.

The baalei mussar teach us that there is no such thing as treating anything in life as a “davar katan.” For a Yid
who realizes that everything in life has a purpose and can be used to fulfill ratzon Hashem, even the smallest
tasks are great and worthy of our full devotion.

Danger to our Kedushah
(10 ,R) : M) RN NZORY R IPRDTRIN JZDR DRIRTHY IR NHIIPTNR 17222 RN

Paroh issued a terrible gezeirah to throw all of the Jewish boys into the Yarden, but why did he need to add the
words n'NI XN N2 0OKI, that if it’s a girl, keep her alive. If the gezeirah was exclusively on the boys, isn’t it obvious
that the girls would remain alive?

On Leil Seder we read the pesukim of “Arami oveid avi,” how Lavan was “bikeish la’akor es hakol.” Meforshim ask
(some say in the name of Rav Chaim Brisker), why are we focusing on Lavan during the Seder, when we are
commanded to remember yetzias Mitzrayim. The answer is that we are showing how Paroh was even worse than
Lavan. Lavan attempted to destroy all of Klal Yisrael, but this mission is impossible to succeed. Hashem promised
that Klal Yisrael would exist and it’s impossible for anyone to change that.

Paroh, however, used a more cunning approach. “Hava nischakmah lo.” Paroh used wisdom in developing his
evil plan. His idea was to destroy only the boys, but the girls would live on. The identity of Klal Yisrael is
determined by women, not by men. If someone has a Jewish father, he is not Jewish. Only if one’s mother is
Jewish are you considered a Jew. By keeping the girls alive, the continuity of Klal Yisrael would not be threatened,
but the kedushah of Klal Yisrael would. As the Bais Halevi explains, Paroh’s gezeirah was against the yichus of Klal
Yisrael. If there would be no Jewish boys, the girls would be forced to marry Mitzrim, and although their children
would technically be Jewish, there is no way that they would be able to be devoted to Yiddishkeit.

According to this peshat, we can explain why Paroh added to the decree the words n'ni 8'n N1 0w, he specifically
wanted the girls to live so that there wouldn’t be a threat to the existence of Klal Yisrael so that he would have a
chance to succeed in his diabolical scheme.

We can learn from this that when Klal Yisrael is facing persecution and anti-semitism, we don’t have to be overly
concerned about the physical dangers. Hashem will not let Klal Yisrael be wiped out r”/. Our job, however, is to
ensure that our kedushah is not affected, because for that, there is no guarantee.
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Wheat Harvest

A group of residents came from Bnei Brak to harvest wheat for Pesach one summer. Wheat is harvested in the heat of
summer when the sun beats down on the fields, thoroughly drying the wheat. It is then stored until the winter when they
start the production and baking of matzos. Aharon Samet, owner of the Samet factory producing tzitzis, is the Badatz
community supervisor for the wheat harvest. He told the story of the great nes which occurred:

“This year we are getting ready for the Shmitta, so this summer we harvested enough wheat grain for two years. We
searched the whole country, looking for wheat which was sown late in the season and needed rain which fell late. At
Kibbutz Sufa right next to the Gaza border we found an entire field sown in mid-January, which was considered very
unusual. There were acres of green wheat which was just right for us, so we harvested it, leaving behind empty fields.

Two days later, thirteen armed terrorists suddenly appeared in the freshly harvested field looking confused and disoriented.
They had burst out from a secret tunnel which opened into the fields near Sufa. The terrorists had been planning a big
attack, and had been counting on hiding among the tall stalks of wheat in Sufa’s giant wheat field. The matzah makers had
just chopped down all the wheat, and the terrorists couldn’t understand how their camouflage had suddenly disappeared.
The empty field enabled military observers to easily spot and identify the terrorists and open fire on them. Many Jewish
lives were saved through this tremendous siyata dishmaya."

Thanks to Mendel

One morning R* Chaim was getting ready to go to work when the bell rang. He opened the door to find R* Mendel, a
lonely man that would come visit, for some food and talk. Chaim welcomed him in but told him he had to leave soon to
catch his train to Manhattan. Mendel said he just needed the restroom and went in to use it. But as Chaim got increasingly
impatient and anxious about missing his train, Mendel did not come out. Finally, after forty minutes, he exited, and Chaim
wished him a good day and ran to the train station. He knew that he missed his usual train but he hoped to catch the next
one. While on the train he heard the breaking news that a plane had crashed into the World Trade Center. The date was
September 11, 2001 and Chaim’s life was saved by his chessed in waiting for Mendel patiently. Had he made the earlier
train he would have been sitting at his desk in the World Trade Center just when the attack occurred.

Dropping the Paper

Rav Shimon Sofer was the Rav in a town in Hungary, and the Hungarian emperor planned a visit to the town. Rav Sofer was
going to say the brachah which is recited upon seeing a king. He wrote the brachah in a piece of paper in order to say it
properly, which is the halacha if it is not a brachah that one is familiar with. When he approached the king and began saying
the brachah, he was so nervous, that he dropped the paper and said the brachah by heart.
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That night in shul by maariv Rav Sofer began to cry. When asked what was troubling him, Rav Sofer responded, “l am crying
because | did not drop my siddur. When speaking to a human king | was in such awe that | dropped the paper, why don’t |
have that same awe when speaking to Melech Malchei Hamlachim?

The Ponevezher Rav’s Appointment

The Ponevezher Rav zt”| was collecting money for the Ponevezh Yeshiva, and one philanthropist told him to meet him in the
morning, at the train station. He explained that he had to catch the eight o’clock train, and he could speak with the Rosh
Yeshiva before boarding.

The Ponovezher Rav was glad that he obtained this appointment, but he soon realized that the only way he could get to the
train station before eight o’clock, would be by missing tefillah b'tzibbur. He debated whether he should forgo tefillah with a
minyan just this one time, because it was for a mitzvah — to raise money for the yeshivah.

But then he decided that he wouldn’t rush. He would daven Shacharis serenely with a minyan as usual, and go to the train
station afterwards. Maybe he would still meet with the baal tzedakah.

He arrived at the train station close to nine, and the wealthy man wasn't there. As the Ponovezher Rav turned to leave, he
saw that the philanthropist had just arrived. "I'm sorry you waited for me all this time," the philanthropist said, assuming
that the Ponovezher Rav was waiting for him since before eight. "l was delayed this morning, and | will catch the next train.
| thought that you wouldn’t be here anymore. I’'m glad you waited for me..." and he gave the Ponovezher Rav a very large
check; enough to support the yeshiva for about a half-year.

When the Ponovezher Rav returned to his yeshiva, he showed the bachurim the big check, and said, "I’'m not telling you this
story so you should know that one doesn’t lose out by being careful to daven with a minyan, because that’s obvious. I'm
telling this story so you shall know what one gains by davening with a minyan.

“If  would have rushed and davened beyichidus and then rushed to the train station to be there before eight o’clock, | would
wait some time, perhaps a half hour, see that the philanthropist wasn't showing up and I'd leave. | wouldn’t wait around
until close to nine. By being devoted to davening with a minyan, | merited receiving this large check."

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. When in this week’s nw19 is show mentioned?

2. What are 11 instances where nwn’s name is mentioned in davening on naw?
3. List seven people in the nn that had a two way conversation with 1.

4. Who is the only person in the N0 that it says the reason for his name twice?
5. What part of nwy namw is found three times in this week’s nw19?

6. In this week’s nw19, which three “dead” people were actually alive?

7. In this week’s nwn9, what did nwn have in common with n3?
a. What connection does this week’s nw19 have with the 91an?

8. Which %)p in this week’s nw19 had no voice?

9. | am the number of his children,
| am the number of his names,
| am the number of days of another’s conversation.
They are mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I?

10.Together with another | defeated many,
Although | had conflicting interests — | was faithful to my mission,
When | davened my n>>9n was answered right away.
Someone with my name is referred to in this week’s nwna.
Who am 1?3

Need a hint?

! Five are in mwr11 190

?Itisin every NIvy NNy

* | am mentioned in MPWNY1 790




Angswers

1. 0,75wd nyIsn

2., NUN NNRY NATY W IR YUY DY D990, NINT DD TNNIN,IND PINNY NDYN - NaY Noap
(772Y DY T SY) GO (NN ON) NN NN, (NN ON) YOI XN 1NN

3. 0yYa,nwn,TondaN , 0NN, PP ,mMnN ,DIN.
4. o, Once in this week’s N¥19 and once in Y nwIo.

5. 2py poNY pnY YPYN DNNAN IPYN. (Aside from this week’s nwn9, it is not found anywhere else in
the n7n)

6. 1) ny19— It says 018N o0 N and w9 explains he had nyax and a yMsn is NN 2WN
(D95N NIV 7y).
2) DPaNY INT — It says DOWIND D5 N D and 7w explains it is referring to 09any T and
although they didn’t actually die they became D>y and nn5 23wn "y.

7. They both were saved in a nan.
a) Ny19 chose to kill the baby boys with water since he knew 'n won’t bring a 5yan.

8. The first two mm that /n gave to nwn:
(0,7 PPINNRD NN OPY IPNPNRM NYRIN NRD DPY Wwned XY

9. | am the number of his children, -)nY’s daughters
| am the number of his names, -IY’s names
I am the number of days of another’s conversation. - Nwn’s conversation with 'n

They are mentioned in this week’s nv9.
Who am I? - Seven

10. Next week....

Last week’s Riddle

| was worried we would have a close relationship, - | thought | would marry him
but thankfully we only met once, - when he came with his men
However, in death we had a much closer connection, - we were partial buried in the same place

Although he is not mentioned openly in this week’s nw19 - he tried to stop 2py> from being buried
he had a major role. - his head rolled :)

| am mention in this week’s nw9.

Who am I? Who is he? - NY and wy

,IND DNT 12 PR PWY NTHIAN — NNHY NXIIYD
9133090 TOIYN 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TIT N N2 N2 ,97F DNIAN 12 DINY I7YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMNIY NN 950
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Pischei Parsha — Shemos
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

How old was Yocheved when Yaakov died?
17 years old: she was born as they entered Mitzrayim', and Yaakov died 17 years later?.

Which of Moshe’s birth-family members are mentioned by their usual names in Parshas Shemos?
Only Aharon: Amram is referred to as “Ish mibeis Levi’?; Yocheved is called “Bas Levi"* and “Shifra”®; Miriam is
called “Puah™.

How is Moshe related to Yaakov Avinu?
Yaakov was Moshe’s great-grandfather (Moshe-Yocheved-Levi-Yaakov), and great-great-grandfather (Moshe-
Amram-Kehas-Levi-Yaakov).

Who was Moshe’s great aunt?
e His mother Yocheved, who was his father’s father’s sister.
e Dina who was his mother’s father’s sister.”

How many different kings titled “Paroh” ruled while Bnei Yisrael were in Mitzrayim?
1,2, 0r 3:
e The one who dealt with Yosef.
e The “new king who didn’t know Yosef” — who might be the same as #1.8
e When Paroh died, a new one took over. However, this may just mean that Paroh got tzaraas.®

Name 2 instances in Parshas Shemos where Paroh “didn’t know” someone.
e Yosef!
e Hashem™"

“nip'snn X NiT'rn [k’ — The midwives feared Hashem, so they ignored Paroh’s instructions to kill
the boys of Bnei Yisrael."? In this phrase, how does one pronounce the word, “|x1'n1,” and what does it
mean?

The word, “|x7'n1,” which includes the letter “” and is pronounced with a segol under the letter “3,” stems from
the root, “®1',” and means, “They feared”; mispronounced as, “nixani,” it would stem from the root, “nx1,”
indicating vision."

Which members of Bnei Yisrael speak to Paroh in Parshas Shemos?
e The midwives.™

1" 1" n'wx1a e
20" "n n'wxa
3'w"

4oy

51"0 'N"wN

5 ny

7 Thank you Kivi D.
8'n 'K "vN

99" '9 'n nniaa "y oanx ;2" "2 o'whoni Mwa 'y
10 'n 'N

11 '1 'n

12 T"l 'N

3 p"awn y"an "y

14 U"' 'N
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e Dasan and Aviram report that Moshe killed a Mitzri.®
¢ Moshe and Aharon.®
e The officers of Bnei Yisrael complain to Paroh regarding their workload."”

Find 2 references to the yom tov of Shavuos in Parshas Shemos.
e Moshe was placed in the water 3 months after the 7t of Adar."®
e Hashem tells Moshe that Bnei Yisrael will serve Him on Har Sinai, when they get the Torah.'®

Name 2 instances in Tanach where something became stretched out, to save Bnei Yisrael.
e Basya’s arm.®
o A malach stretched out the golden sceptor of Achashveirosh to reach Esther, when she entered
Achashveirosh’s chamber uninvited.?!

Where was Basya when she found Moshe?

e She went to bathe “al hayeor,” meaning, “el hayeor’ — in the water.?

o The princess wouldn’t enter the river. Rather, she bathed in a royal room which was “al hayeor’ —
overlooking the water. Since “na’aroseha” — her important servants — were walking on the bank of the
actual river, they were not with her when she noticed Moshe, and she thus sent “amasah” — her bathing
attendant — to get the baby. This was part of Hashem’s plan, because one of Basya’s important
servants may have decided to throw Moshe in the river.?

When Basya saw baby-Moshe, “vatachmol alav”’ — she pitied him.?* Where in davening do we refer to
the “chemlah” which Hashem displays towards US?

e “Chemlah’ refers to a display of compassion which runs counter to the letter of the law, such as that
displayed by Basya when she rescued Moshe, thereby disregarding the edict that the boys of Bnei
Yisrael should be killed. In Ahavah Rabbah, we thank Hashem for his “chemlah gedolah”: even though,
throughout the years, we have forgotten and neglected the Torah, Hashem has shown us undeserved
compassion by providing us with gedolim in every generation who kept the Torah alive.?®
“Modeh ani lifanecha...she’hechezarta bi nishmasi b’chemlah,” “| thank you...for returning to me my
neshama, with chemlah.”

When did Basya name Moshe?
When she took him back, after Yocheved finished nursing him.26

One of Moshe’s names is “Avi Zanoach.”?” When did we recently refer to him by this name during
davening?

In the selichos for Asarah B'Teves we said, “Ma’asah liznoach Toras Avi Zanoach,” referring to how we
brought punishment upon ourselves when we abandoned the Torah of Moshe.?®

151"9 2 "wn

'R "N

71" 'n

83" puio'y, 2"
193" "wn

20"y "2 "N

21:0"0 n'an

22 "apn " ' fa "
23 mILo

24 'I '],

25 Rav Schwab on Prayer pg. 290
26 Y )

27 " aanin™ TN "nT

28 "qUNIN |1N" nn'701

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com Page 2




Name 4 people in Tanach who raised someone else’s child, and are therefore credited with having
given birth to that child.
Basya is described as having given birth to Moshe.?°
Bnei Yisrael are called “Bnei Yosef,” “The children of Yosef,”*° because he supported them during the
famine.
When Rus had a child, the neighbors said, “Yulad bein 'Naami,”®" “A child has been born to Naami,”
because Naami raised him.
The children of Meirav bas Shaul are described as the children of her sister Michal®?, because she
raised them.33

How old was Moshe when he met Yisro?

2 years old: it was at that age that Yocheved returned him to Basya, and soon after, Paroh’s advisors got
nervous that Moshe kept taking Paroh’s crown, so Yisro suggested the “gold vs. coal test” to demonstrate that
he was just a silly baby.3*

Name 2 times in Chumash when a member of Bnei Yisrael was put in charge of Paroh’s house.
e Yosef
e When Moshe grew up, Paroh appointed him to be in charge of his house.®®

Hashem spoke to Moshe a lot. What is the first word that He said to Moshe?
“Moshe...”36

What is the first thing that Moshe said to Hashem?
| don’t know. Maybe “Modeh Ani"? (In response to his first nevuah, Moshe answered, “Hineini,

”

Here | am.”37)

What did Moshe have in common with the s’neh?
Hashem promised him that, just like the s’neh, Moshe would do Hashem’s mission without being destroyed.3®

Name 3 people in Parshas Shemos who are described as being “dead,” despite being alive.
e Paroh, according to the opinion that when he “died” he actually had tzaraas.*
e Dasan and Aviram, who became poor.4°

When Moshe was heading back to Mitzrayim, how did Aharon know to meet him? Where exactly did
they meet?
Hashem told Aharon to meet Moshe in the desert; they met on Har Sinai.*'

A group of Jews did something in Mitzrayim, which earned them a “promotion” years later; another
group did something in Mitzrayim which earned them a “demotion” years later. Who were they, and
what did they do?
e The officers of Bnei Yisrael “took the hit” when their brethren couldn’t meet the demanded quota of
bricks, and as a result were later appointed to the Sanhedrin.*?

2" TN "AT
30 1"y 1"y 070N
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e The Zekeinim were supposed to accompany Moshe to speak to Paroh, but were scared to confront him
in the palace. As a result, they weren’t allowed to accompany Moshe onto Har Sinai.*3

JUST CURIOUS

Do you think Bnei Yisrael related to Yocheved as a member of the “old generation of immigrants,” or
part of the new generation? On the one hand, she was born entering Mitzrayim and didn’t remember
the “old country,” but on the other hand she was already 17 years old when Yaakov passed away and
probably had real memories of him.

Note: the pasuk says that the “whole generation (of the brothers) passed away,” seemingly excluding
Yocheved from this category.*

Parshas Shemos begins by telling us that Yosef and his whole generation died*’, because Bnei Yisrael
weren’t enslaved as long as his generation was alive*s. Weren’t Yocheved and Serach bas Asher*’ still
alive when the enslavement began?

The reason that the enslavement couldn’t begin until after that generation had died, is because “sama d’yisuri,
kibuli,” “the antidote for suffering, is to willingly accept it”: their acceptance of Hashem’s decree, and their
willingness to descend to galus of their own accord, was able to deflect potential suffering. The enduring
presence of those who were brought down by others, as young children, didn’t have this effect.*

The pasuk says that the newly appointed Paroh “didn’t know Yosef.”*® Even if they never met, how
could he not know this famous person, who lived very recently, saved the whole region from disaster,
and introduced a taxation system?
e He knew him, but acted like he didn’t.%°
e He definitely read about him in the history books, but it didn’t dawn on him that this great Yosef could
possibly have been from such a “lowly” nation as Bnei Yisrael.!

Paroh saw that Bnei Yisrael had multiplied, and was worried that if Mitzrayim would ever be attacked,

Bnei Yisrael would side with the enemy, and leave the land.5? Hold on! It sounds like the Mitzrim didn’t

like Bnei Yisrael too much - they wouldn’t even eat with them!** Why would it be so bad if Bnei Yisrael

left?
e He didn’t want to lose potential slaves.%*

He didn’t want to have a sudden deficit in population.®

He was worried that Bnei Yisrael would “leave the land” that THEY lived in, meaning Goshen, and

attack mainland-Mitzrayim.

He was worried that Bnei Yisrael would attack Mitzrayim, steal their wealth, and THEN leave with it.5¢

He knew that if Bnei Yisrael left, they would go attack the land of K’naan — the brother of Noach’s

grandson Mitzrayim.57 58
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e Paroh actually WANTED them to leave, but was scared of the political ramifications of forcing them out
without provocation. The pasuk which describes his plan is actually read, “Let’s oppress Bnei Yisrael —
before they have a chance to join our enemies — SO they’'ll leave on their own.”®®

Why didn’t the Mitzrim just attack Bnei Yisrael and kill them?
Such an attack would constitute a brazen rebellion against the nation which was invited by the previous Paroh:
the local Mitzrim wouldn’t have accepted such violence, and Bnei Yisrael would have fought back.®°

How did Bnei Yisrael go from being honorable members of Yosef’s royal family — welcomed by the king
— to being slaves? One day someone announced, “WORK”?

o At first, Paroh enacted a tax which required foreigners to volunteer for about a month at a time to build
for the king. Eventually, any Mitzri who needed a worker would grab someone from Bnei Yisrael, and
force him to work.®"

Paroh enacted a monetary tax on Bnei Yisrael, and they chose to “pay” it by working instead. When the
Mitzrim saw Bnei Yisrael doing degrading labor, they enslaved them.?

Paroh gathered Bnei Yisrael and announced, “Please, do me a favor today.” He then took tools and
began making bricks. Bnei Yisrael felt, “How can we watch Paroh himself work and not join in?” so they
assisted him with all their might. At night, he instructed that their bricks be counted, and demanded that
they produce the same amount, daily, going forward.®?

Did the women of Bnei Yisrael realize there was a decree to kill their babies?
Paroh secretly instructed the midwives, but the mothers were not aware.54

How did Aharon survive the decree to throw the boys in the river?

It seems it was a short-lived decree, which took effect at some point after Aharon was born, and ended shortly
after Moshe’s birth, possibly because Basya begged for its termination, or because word got out that it was a
government plot, or because Paroh’s sorcerers declared that the savior of Bnei Yisrael had already been
thrown in the water.®®

How did Shifra and Puah manage to help thousands of women from Bnei Yisrael give birth?
They were the head midwives, directing hundreds of employees.%¢

The midwives’ decision to defy Paroh was quite risky. Why didn’t they just quit their jobs, so they
could avoid killing the babies, and thereby avoid risking their own lives by lying to Paroh?

They knew that if someone else took over, the new person would listen to Paroh; they had no choice but to
stay on the job, with mesirus nefesh.%”

How old was Sarah when she had Yitzchak? (90) How old was Yocheved when she had Moshe? (130)
Why does the Torah stress the neis regarding Sarah, but not Yocheved?

The great miracle of Yitzchak’s birth is that Avraham and Sarah had been married for many years without
having children, and Sarah had passed the natural age for that opportunity. Regarding Yocheved, Hashem
wanted her children to redeem Bnei Yisrael, but it wasn’t the right time until she was 130. The fact that she had
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children at such an advanced age is just one of the many hidden miracles in the Torah which are not explicitly
pointed out.®®

The Mitzrim counted 9 months from when Yocheved got married, and then came looking for her baby.%
They were so confident that this 130 year-old woman would immediately have a baby?

What do you think Yocheved told the Mitzrim when they came looking for her baby, and he was gone?

When Yocheved put Moshe in the water, was she thinking, “Aha! | outsmarted the Mitzrim!” Or, “This is
a long shot but | have no choice”?
e Basya also wasn'’t sure if his mother had tried to save him, or if she had sought to avoid watching him
get killed.”
Yocheved recognized something uniquely “good” about Moshe (Chazal explain that his home filled with
light). She intuited that he would be miraculously saved, so she strategized to save him. Miriam
watched from afar, also confident that he would be saved (Chazal explain that Miriam prophetically
predicted that he would save Bnei Yisrael).”!
The Medrash brings an opinion that when Yocheved had to send her baby away, she wondered what
would come of Miriam’s prediction.”

How far downstream did Moshe drift in the basket, before he was discovered?
Not at all. He was placed in the reeds on the river bank, in an area visible by those in the water, but concealed
from those walking by, which is where Basya discovered him.”?

Miriam walked quickly to call Yocheved to nurse Moshe.”* Why not RUN? Grab the opportunity!

She thought it would look suspicious, and they would realize that she was related.” (Basya didn’t find it
suspicious that right after she found this baby who was identifiably Jewish, a little girl “happened” to pop out of
nowhere and offer to find a woman from Bnei Yisrael to nurse him?)

Name 2 times in Parshas Shemos when Moshe encounters Dasan and Aviram.
e The 2 fighting members of Bnei Yisrael between whom Moshe intervened were Dasan and Aviram.’®
o When Moshe and Aharon left their meeting with Paroh, during which he decreed that straw would no
longer be provided to the slaves, Dasan and Aviram confronted them.””

How old was Moshe when he fled Mitzrayim, and for how long was he away?

When he reached maturity at the age of 12, or at latest close to 20, he was informed that he was from Bnei
Yisrael, and went out to observe the plight of his people. On day 1, he defended one of his brethren from a
Mitzri. On day 2, he was reported, and fled. He confronted Paroh at the age of 80. He spent most of the interim
on the run, not experiencing anything which was necessary to be included in the Torah, and towards the end of
this time, he settled in Midyan, where he married Tzipporah.”®
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When speaking to Moshe, why does Hashem refer to Aharon as “the Levi’’®? He’s clearly a Levi — like
Moshe!
e Hashem was saying, “He would have been the Levi, and you the kohein, had you accepted my mission
right away.”8°
e Hashem was telling him, “If you are insisting that | appoint a professional speaker, your brother is a
wise man like all Leviim, and is a good choice.”®"

Hashem did many nissim for Moshe. Why didn’t He miraculously remove Moshe’s speech impediment?

e Moshe, wishing to avoid being sent, didn’'t daven that Hashem heal him. As such, Hashem didn't.

e His speech impediment was the result of a neis — when the Malach Gavriel pushed Moshe’s hand
towards the fiery coals, away from the shiny gold® — and Hashem didn’t want to “undo” this neis.?3
Moshe himself wondered, “If | have been chosen as a navi, why am | still unable to speak clearly?”
Hashem responded, “I didn’t passively NOT heal you; rather, | purposefully MADE you unable to
speak.” Yetzias Mitzrayim will demonstrate the veracity of nissim, thus setting the stage for Kaballas
HaTorah. Your speech impediment will contribute to this plan: the world will understand that people
followed you because | sent you — NOT because you were charismatic.8

Moshe names his son “Gershom,” reflecting his experience as a fugitive.®® In Parshas Yisro, we find
out about Eliezer, whose name reflects Moshe being saved.? When was Eliezer born?

e ltis possible that Moshe left Midyan with only Gershom, and Eliezer was born after Moshe traveled to
Mitzrayim. The pasuk’s reference at this point to the “banav”’ of Moshe does not imply plurality, and
actually refers to Moshe’s single son, as is common in Tanach.

Or, Eliezer was born right before they left Midyan, but the pressure to leave made it impossible to give
him a bris immediately. When Tziporah gave him a bris, she didn’t name him, because Moshe had just
been attacked by a malach. After Moshe returned to Mitzrayim, and saw that he had been saved from

his pursuers, he named him Eliezer.8”

Moshe proved his authenticity by presenting the anticipated “code” of “Pakod Pakadti.” Why didn’t
Bnei Yisrael suspect that he knew this code beforehand, just like they knew it?
¢ They had a mesorah from Yaakov Avinu, through Yosef, that no phony would arise and use the code.
¢ Hashem caused Moshe to flee Mitzrayim in his youth, so that Bnei Yisrael would know that he was too
young to have heard this classified information from a human source.?® (Did he have a relationship with
Aharon while away? If so, couldn’t Aharon have shared this information?)

Hashem told Moshe, “Go back to Mitzrayim, because all the people who want to kill you have died.”%°
Although Dasan and Aviram were still physically alive, they were considered dead because they had
become poor.®® How did Chazal know that this was the reason they were considered dead? Maybe they
were considered dead due to contracting tzaraas, as was the case regarding Paroh®'!?
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Let’s contemplate the 4 things which earn one the status of being “considered dead”: if they had {zaraas, they
wouldn’t be found “b’kerev kol Yisrael,” “amongst all of Yisrael,” as they were with Korach®?; if they were blind,
they wouldn’t have supported Korach with the statement, “Ha’eini ha’anashim haheim tenakeir lo na’aleh,”
“Even if you poke out the eyes of these people, we won’t go up,” referring to their eyesight®?; if they were
lacking children, their influence over Paroh, and the insuing threat to Moshe, woud seemingly be unaffected;
becoming poor, however, would, in fact, undermine their power.%*

Moshe was reluctant to speak to Paroh. He finally acquiesced, got Bnei Yisrael excited, and went to
Paroh - only to find that this made things worse, which cast Bnei Yisrael into despair. Eventually, of
course, his mission was successful. Why did Hashem “add” this frustrating, middle stage?

Hashem wanted Bnei Yisrael to fully understand that their freedom would not come as a result of Paroh’s great
kindness and benevolence. When Bnei Yisrael realized that all natural means of salvation had been
exhausted, and Hashem was the only One Who could save them, the process of geulah was able to begin
immediately.®®

IN YOUR OPINION

Could you imagine if there was no such thing as the cycle of weekly parshios? Name some of the ways
you benefit from the fact that every week has a new parsha, yet we always get to start again.

The roshei teivos of the phrase, “7xw' n1a ninw n7x1,” “And these are the names of Bnei Yisrael,” hint to us,
“D71¥% D'DNN N2 DAY AN 'YW DY 7172 DIAN TRRE XI7N DAY YToN Tail'? "wR DRI “One who learns the
parsha, shnayim mikra v’eched targum, with a pleasant, consistant voice, will live many healthy years, forever.’

Could it be that someone is granted a gift from Hashem specifically so he should use it to help others?
Can you think of any examples?

Although Moshe “WAS PULLED” from the water, Basya chose a name which means, “One WHO PULLS
things out.” He was saved, SO THAT he would eventually save others.®’

When Bnei Yisrael first volunteered for Paroh, they invested extreme effort in this one-day project,
producing many bricks.?® Was it fair for Paroh to demand this same amount of bricks on a daily basis
going forward?

It wasn’t nice, but to a certain degree his assessment was accurate. Sometimes, one is forced to completely
maximize his abilities for a brief amount of time, and winds up being much more productive than usual. One
should note this experience, as it is the most accurate demonstration of one’s actual capacity!*°

“Right now, things are a bit too hectic and stressful for me to focus on spiritual growth. I'll just survive
this period, and when things settle, I'll be able to grow.” What are your thoughts regarding this
attitude?

At the s’neh, Hashem tells Moshe, “THIS place upon which you stand is holy ground” — THIS situation is fertile
for spiritual growth, and it is perhaps specfically amidst these stressful circumstances that Hashem anticipates
your growth! Don’t defer growth until a time when it will supposedly be easier."%

If you could end the galus by hurting someone’s feelings, would you do it?
Moshe left the comfort of Paroh’s palace to feel the pain of Bnei Yisrael, and risked his life to save a fellow Jew
in distress. He would certainly do anything to free them from slavery. Yet, when Hashem finally told him, “Go
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and free them,” he felt he couldn’t, because it would hurt Aharon’s feelings!'°' 1°2 In a similar spirit, Moshe said,
“l can’t leave Yisro to return to Mitzrayim: he took me in like a son, and | have too much hakaras hatov to
abandon him!”103
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Shabbhos Inspiration

The area takes up perhaps a square mile, but its population is like cities fifty times its size. ! Its gardens are lush and green, blossoming with the
greatest n'mjn *1'M'7M, and the purest nimn Ny that exists in this world. Its streets and sidewalks are so narrow that sometimes walkers
have to flatten themselves against the wall in order not to be swept aside by busses that speed through making turns, sometimes remaining on
the road, and sometimes borrowing part of the sidewalk. It is the richest of neighborhoods, rich in Torah and mitzvos, rich in purity and nwiTj.
This flourishing area of o'y nxn didn't exist 175 years ago. In fact, if you would have ridden by on a donkey, which incidentally is exactly
what those streets were made for, donkeys and nothing more, one would not have spent much time in that desolate area as it was outright
dangerous. ! in'n 72 winn ia, marauding Arabs, o1t D'YQY, anyone could be there to attack. If someone had to travel through at night
and got stuck, he would make a run for it. If he made it into the walls of Yerushalayim, he was sure to bench gomel the next morning, for indeed
he had what to offer thanks for, he made it through alive. About 175 years ago, if you were to step out of i "y, it would be a good hour and
a half walk before you would see a human being. There was an Arab hotel over there known as “Chan”. Actually, it was more of a hotel for the
local robbers and thieves then it was for honest people, but after walking for an hour and a half in a forsaken and dangerous NaTn, people
would stop over there to catch their breaths.

There was a settlement of Yidden in the walled city of Yerushalayim, but it was extremely overcrowded. So much so, that at one point a group
of courageous Jews made a daring move. Seven strong Jews, strong in their jiny'a; whom the n%7iy 7¢i 1ia7 also had blessed with physical
strength, got together and decided that they were going to alleviate some of the housing problem that existed for Jews inside Yerushalayim.
They built a neighborhood which they called nyaw n'zna. At first, they put up two houses about a half hour walk from the inn of Chan. They
would travel there by day to establish a foothold, and they moved some of their furniture into the houses. Still, they would not stay there at night.
That was too dangerous even for them! They hired the Arab who was in charge of the inn to take care of their houses at night. Let’s clarify what
that means. That meant that although Chan would climb into the window and take anything of value — which they were sure to put there so that
Chan would not lose interest - he had exclusive rights to be the burglar on the houses, and he wouldn’t let anyone else in. That's how these
brave Yidden were able to maintain their houses. It was some way to start a neighborhood, having to run away at night behind the walls of
Yerushalayim, but the living conditions in Yerushalayim were desperate. There were about 7,500 Jews living there squashed between 25,000
Arabs, Turks, and people from all sorts of different nationalities. Before moving to Eretz Yisroel, some of the '72awix Jews had lived in Russia.
Over there, chances were that their boys would be drafted into the Army for twenty years, the Czar may have imprisoned them in Siberia, and
their lives weren't worth a thing. Some great Yidden, giants in spirit, yearned to live in Eretz Yisroel, and made the arduous journey to settle over
there. The Turkish Caliph ruled in Eretz Yisroel, and he could essentially do whatever he wanted with his subjects. Jews were considered
foreigners, and officially could not own land. So, how were these Yidden going to buy houses? x1n 112 wiTgn'? W' n'ni'7¢ nadn. The only
way Jews were able to purchase houses in Yerushalayim was through the foreign consul. Now that they were living in Yerushalayim, they were
the reason that the Russians could maintain their embassy over there, and even an armed contingent to “protect their citizens”, and that the
Russian consul could purchase land in Yerushalayim. The Yidden witnessed a fascinating thing! The contemptuous Russians themselves helped
them out, not because they were loving to the Jews, but because it gave them a footing in Yerushalayim.

When the first talmidim of the aiv DY 7va came to 7x ! yax in t"7n (1777), the talmidim of the Vilna Gaon in n"opn (1808), and later
the talmidim of the Chasam Sofer, most Yidden who could afford it avoided the poverty and lack of space of Yerushalayim and traveled up to
the Galil and settled in N2V or noy. Some others moved down to [iN2n. But about 189 years ago, in the year 'xjn (1836), suddenly there
was a move X712 toward Yerushalayim. Many people coming from Poland, Lithuania, and Russia; Talmidim of the Vilna Gaon, Talmidim and
the Talmidai Talmidim of the Ba'al Shem Tov, suddenly decided that there is no place else but Yerushalayim! The saying was, “better live on
some corner of a roof in Yerushalayim then in a prince’s palace outside of Yerushalayim.” So, in this very city located right underneath the yw
n!mvin, the gateways to Heavens, where the Ramban had come centuries before and had difficulty putting together a minyon, finally there were
100 Jewish families. It was the first n'T2oWix n'7'injr established in recent history. They built themselves a big n@yan n'a which they referred
to as the Menachem Tzion shul. One year later, in the year n"xpn, Tzfas crumbled at the seams. A terrible earthquake shook the city and there
were subsequent epidemics and n9an. Again, you had many, many families moving south to Yerushalayim. The Chasam Sofer said that the
reason the earthquake happened in Tzfas was as a nT'9y7 for Yerushalayim. Tzfas was considered wiTipn 1y noy, it still had its tremendous
glory from the times of the Arizal, and people were forgetting that Yerushalayim existed.

In Yerushalayim, the nmyia now began to complain, “Too many Jews! Not enough place for our churches! What's happening over here?!
Suddenly Jews from all over are moving into Jerusalem! What do Jews have to do with Jerusalem?!” In a way, the Arabs were more practical.
They began to empty their houses and set up camp on the streets. This way they were able to charge small fortunes for the rentals of their
apartments. Housing became a very, very serious problem. The few apartments that were available were simply out of reach financially for most
of the Jews. Every once in a while, someone brought up the idea of establishing a settlement outside of the walls, but the mere thought of being
outside the safety of the walls of Yerushalayim, which were locked at night, caused people to shudder in fear!

In the year 1"vn (1855), when the famous English Jewish philanthropist, Sir Moses Montefiore visited Yerushalayim, he saw the sorry plight

" Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #17, Dial-A-Shiur / Menachem Gerlitz, Return to the Heavenly City, CIS Publishers
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of the Jews who were crammed into their narrow quarters. He left a tremendous amount of money, and also cut through a lot of red tape with
the Turkish government for permission to be given for some type of a settlement to be built outside of the walls of the city. Finally, on 1piya a™?
in the year v">n (1869), a chushuva Yid by the name of Rabbi Yoshe Rivlin, and his group of settlers, laid the cornerstone of the first house
of Nachlas Shiva, and they put up the first two houses. However, the Nachlas Shiva settlement wasn't really a practical solution. The people
were scared to live there at night. They barely stepped foot there during the day, and then only when an armed transport was available to take
them back and forth.

Several years later, some of the Yidden decided that enough was enough, and someone is going to have to take the first move, even though
there may be a terrible price to pay for it. In the year 1"77n (1833) niThin nwn 9, the parsha that reads niwa x¥n'I XN yIXA PRY' VT
D'YY NXN NI, one hundred people got together, and they said we aren’t going to stop. We are going to be &9) 10in ourselves, and we
are going to take the chance for all future generations. Each one put down a Magidya, which was a Turkish coin worth 100 prutos, and they
made a pact among themselves that nobody is going to back out. Subsequently, they invested almost whatever they had, and west of the wall
of Yerushalayim corresponding to naw v they purchased an area of about a square mile. Now, there was no turning back. They put up the
first ten houses, and that would be followed by the next ten houses. This was not going to be some type of a symbolic gesture; this was for real.
They were going to live there with their families. Who was the man who spearheaded this, who had the courage to take that first step out? He
was a man who was not rich by any means, not with money anyhow. He was a great Talmid Chacham, Tzadik, and askan. His name was Reb
Zalmen Baharan (ben HaRav Nachum) 7"x1. They called him Reb Nachum'’s Reb Zalmen. His father was Reb Nachum of Shadik 7"¥r.

In order to truly appreciate this, we are going to have to go back a few generations. We'll go back about 225 years ago to a Yid by the name of
Reb Shlomo Zalmen. Everyone knew Reb Shlomo Zalmen was special, although you couldn’t tell by looking at him. Reb Shlomo Zalmen had
nothing, he never did, but there was always a smile on his face. He was the most content person in the world. How did they know that he was a
great person? They knew that because the Tzadik “The Chemdas Shlomo” the Rav of Warsaw, once pointed out to someone, “You see that
Reb Shlomo Zalmen? You think he’s an viwi9 nTx? HE IS A TZADIK NISTAR!” The Chemdas Shlomo said that without any reservation
whatsoever, he wanted people to know. Reb Shlomo Zalmen was upset that the Chemdas Shlomo said that about him. No one had to know.
He continued to live a very simple life. Only toward the end of his life did he finally have a son. Every day he spent the entire day learning with
his son Avraham to fulfill the mitzva of 3'12'7 nma'wii. Reb Shlomo Zalmen would not be zoche to be 77an his T'n! |2 and marry him off.

When he took ill and felt that his end was near, he became very concerned. Although even after the Chemdas Shlomo’s statement about him
being a "1mQ31 j7'T¥ no one spoke about it, at least not openly, what would happen by the levaya? Would the n'1'90n say all sorts of stories
about how great he was?! Reb Shlomo Zalmen cringed. That was the last thing in the world he wanted. When people came to be n'7in 3j72n,
he begged them, “Please! No hespaidim!” The people insisted, “But we must say something about you!” He swallowed hard and said, “I beg of
you, no hespaidim.” But they insisted, “It's a zechus! People must learn from your ways!” Finally, Reb Shlomo Zalmen compromised, “Fine! You
can say this: | never went ninx "1 without Torah, and | never stared at a woman besides for my mother and wife.” With those words nxy!
N1NLA INNYA, his neshama left him.

Even though Reb Shlomo Zalmen’s guf and neshama were separated, his neshama was quick to return in the form of a dream. He returned to
his wife, as well as to his brother-in-law and cautioned them to give the proper Torah chinuch to their son Reb Avraham, which indeed, they did.
His son Reb Avraham did not have an easy life. When he was very young, he became blind, but by that time the entire N9 7vaw n1in was
I'9 7v nMaY. He continued to learn with his children, five sons and one daughter. All of them would become great Tzadikim. When his children
were told that he was sick, they all came running from different parts of town. Simultaneously they entered the door, and they were told this was
their father’s last moments. They all cried together, "Tnx nwn 11778 DWa XY yne" and TNXQ iNNY) Ky

The oldest of the five sons, named Reb Shlomo Zalmen after his grandfather, was known for the mitzva of hachnasas orchim. There was an
interesting thing about his n'nix no37n. He would charge. He would charge for everything as if it was a luxurious hotel. He would also demand
tips for the different services. Okay. That’s not hard to understand. So, it wasn’t so much the mitzva of Hachnasas Orchim. He ran an inn. That’s
a legitimate business. What people couldn’t understand was that although it was one of the most expensive inns in town, he was never short in
customers! Even stranger, you had these 'n19 'n1x, people who used to wander from town to town, sleep in the shul, and eat from the public
kitchens, when they came here, they all ran to Reb Shlomo Zalmen’s luxurious hotel! No one could understand it! No one, until before Reb
Shlomo Zalmen was nifter when he told his younger brother the secret. His younger brother asked him, “What's the real story behind those bills
you used to give people? | have seen the schnorer of schnorers, when you present him with a bill of 500 ruble he says, “Sure!” smiles, and pulls
it out of his pocket! What went on over there???” “ will tell you the secret my dear brother. Whatever | charged an orach | always provided it for
him beforehand. | would meet him at the front door, give him the money, and | would explain to him there would be a bill at the end and he
should pay me back the money that | gave him. That's how they would be able to smile and say, “500 ruble - No problem! I have it right here!”
And they would give it to me.” His brother smiled. He had a feeling something like this was going on. But he asked him, “Reb Shlomo Zalmen,
what was the point in doing this?” Reb Shlomo Zalmen answered, “The point was, as far as my little children were concerned, it was a business.
They didn't think it was niyn nw'7. When they had to schlepp suitcases, and take care of the customers patiently, they did so with a smile,
because look, this is our business, the customer is always right, you always have to smile at the customer. This is how | could be sure that the
orchim were being served in the best way. Later on, | would tell my children the truth, and that's when they got their retroactive “real” lesson in
hachnasas orchim. But as far as the younger children were concerned — business was business!”

nvin N11v2 we will continue this story. In this story we see how these giants of spirit, who lived through such hard times, looked at life through
the prism of Torah and Avodas Hashem in a way that gave them such n~nn nnnw. By focusing on what's important we too can have more
D“ND NNARY.
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nitiative —
Is it permissible to use a Band-Aid?

A Band-Aid may be applied to a wound on Shabbos. If the Band-Aid wrapper must
be ripped open, it should be done in a manner that avoids ripping any letters. Some
Band-Aid wrappers do not need to be ripped open, as the two sides of the wrapper
can be pulled apart and the Band-Aid will slide out. A wrapper such as this should
not be ripped, since it is unnecessary to do so. One is not permitted to tear the
perforations connecting two Band-Aids.

Some people are machmir to detach and reattach the tabs covering the adhesive
portions of Band-Aids that will be needed on Shabbos, prior to Shabbos. By doing
this, one causes their fastening to be considered short term.

How should the Band-Aid be applied?

One should not attach the Band-Aid to itself in a ring-like fashion when covering the
wound, since one is likely to merely roll or pull the Band-Aid off when discarding it,
leaving it attached to itself in a permanent fashion. This would be an issue, since a
permanent fastening has been created. Rather, one should apply the Band-Aid in a
diagonal manner so that its two ends do not meet.

Similarly, if more than one Band-Aid is needed, the Band-Aids should not be placed
one on top of the other, since it is likely that when discarding the Band-Aids they
will remain fastened together. They should rather be placed side by side.

Is it permissible to remove a Band-Aid from a wound?

A Band-Aid covering a wound on an area where no hair grows (e.g. a finger or
palm) is permitted to be removed. However, if the Band-Aid is covering a wound on
a hairy part of the body, then it may not be removed on Shabbos, since doing so will
inevitably pull out some hairs. If the Band-Aid is causing discomfort it is preferable
to ask a non-Jew to remove it; if one is not available to be asked, then one may
carefully remove it himself.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| was in Shul on Friday Night, when | realized -uh oh!- my wallet was still in my pocket! What should | do?

QUESTION 2

It's a very cold Nnaw and | want to wear my weekday coat which is warmer. The problem is that | always
keep a few dollars in the pocket. Can | take the coat?

QUESTION 3

| was in a rush N2W 11 and accidentally left my weekday pants with a wallet in it on the bed. Can |
take the pants off the bed?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Why don’t 0120 approve of an 2N'V on busier streets such as Route 9 or Central Ave. even though there
aren’'t 600,000 people using it?

Answer: There are NIO'W that don’t consider an area with less than 600,000 people a DXaN NIYWA, which
allows one to make an 1N'V on most streets. However, the ('NY N"T N"NW) N270 1IN brings a ["an1 who
holds that roads that go from city to city are always considered a D20 NIWA. Since they are more public
roads, they can get such a status even without 600,000 people using it. Although not everyone is 7'nNn
like the |"2n7, since relying on the NO'W that one needs 600,000 people to create a D'AN NIWN is itself a N7Ip
(see Answer 2), the D121 wanted to limit the amount of NI7Ip we are relying on.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

| live on a residential street in town. Is there any reason to be NN and not use the 2N'Y?

Answer: While there are many NIo'w that hold that a D'an NIWN can only be created when there are
600,000 people, there are also many NIO'W that argue. They hold that any street more than 16 NiNX wide
can be a 2N NN if it is used as a thoroughfare. That would mean the street is used as a way to get to a
different street, making it part of the “traffic grid”, and not just used by people living there as a way to get
home. The ('R 0T N"NW) ND7N 1IN strongly suggests to be 1nNN like this NO'W although he does admit
the dnn is to be 7'pn.

QUESTION 3

If | use the 2IN'V in my city, is there any reason not to use the Flatbush a1n'y?

Answer: While most city-wide |'aIn'y are relying on the X7Ip that under 600,000 people is not a D'AN NIWA,
Boro Park/Flatbush has a unique problem. According to ('n (aY-0"7P-X) NWN NINJX, they have 600,000 people
using the streets daily and meet the criteria of a DXan NIWN. Therefore, no 2NV would work, and carrying
there would be an nINN N 0.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Burned and Returned

Avraham was a simple and unassuming Jew who
kept the mitzvos faithfully. He did not have much
money to his name, and with nine children to
support, finances were always tight, but he kept
the smile on his face and persevered. He had a
beautiful family and a wonderful wife, and those
were far more important.

There was one mitzvah that was especially dear to
Avraham’s heart, and that was hadlakas neiros
for Shabbos. Avraham cherished this mitzvah and
made sure to fulfill it in the best ways possible.
Despite his poverty, he spent freely on good
quality oil for his wife to use to light the Shabbos
licht. Candles may have been cheaper, but oil is

considered worthier, and he wanted to do the
mitzvah in the best possible way.

There were weeks that the family had to cut out
certain foods from their diet due to lack of funds.
There were weeks that they made do with less
warmth or less light. But there was one thing they
never cut back on, and that was the Shabbos
neiros. They were happy to forgo other
necessities, but the licht for Shabbos never got
downgraded. Week after week, Avraham would
lovingly purchase the best oil and wicks for
Shabbos.

As the children grew up, they saw how their
parents went out of their way for this mitzvah,
sacrificing their comfort and necessities. They
saw the joy in their father’s eyes as he returned
home from the market and carefully set up wicks.
They watched the glow on their mother’s face as
she brought flame to wick and lovingly lit the
neiros. It was only natural that with time, all nine
children inherited their parents’ special love and
respect for the mitzvah of hadlkas neiros.

Shloimele was the youngest of the family, and he
loved standing next to his father and watching as
he prepared the licht for Shabbos. Like the rest of
the family, hadlakas neiros was his favorite time
of the week. His eyes would round as his father
would tell him about the beauty and wonder of
this special mitzvah, and he would earnestly nod
along.

One week, as the family crowded around their
mother, watching with shining eyes as she
whispered tefillos before the dancing flames, little
Shloimele reached out and mistakenly knocked
over one of the glasses of oil. Thankfully, the fire
went out immediately and did not catch on to
anything else, but the hot oil trickled down



Shloimele’s arm, burning him terribly and
causing a very large and noticeable scar.

Being that this mitzvah was so precious to
Avraham, the fact that one of his children had
gotten hurt from it was a source of anguish to him.
However, he understood that a mitzvah that is
performed through difficulty and suffering is
worth even more, and so instead of slacking off,
he took this as a sign that he should persevere in
his efforts to perform hadlakas neiros in the best
possible way.

And so, despite the terrible scar on Shloimele’s
arm, the family continued welcoming the
Shabbos each week with excitement and joy,
sacrificing other pleasures so that their hadlakas
neiros would be performed optimally. This
continued on for many months.

Then WWII broke out, and Europe was thrown
into turmoil. During the first few months of the
war, Avraham was separated from his family and
found himself on the Soviet side of the border.
Before long, he was caught for keeping mitzvos
and sentenced to fifteen years in a Siberian labor
camp, doing backbreaking work for the Russian
war effort. He was sick with worry over the fate
of his family, not knowing who was living and
who was not, but as a prisoner of the Soviets, he
had no way of finding out.

While Avraham had never been considered a
rabbinical figure or a leader before the war, the
spirit of Yiddishkeit burned strongly within him,
and he knew he had to do his utmost to preserve
his Jewish identity despite the difficult
circumstances. Seeing that no one else was doing
so, he arranged a minyan for davening. Many
were afraid to risk their lives and daven with a
minyan, but Avraham knew that this was vital to
keeping his Yiddishkeit intact, and he managed to

encourage enough men to think like him, and a
daily minyan was born.

Even after the war was over, Avraham continued
to languish in the Siberian labor camp, serving his
sentence. Throughout the entire time he was
there, he worked tirelessly to keep Yiddishkeit
alive under the noses of the Soviets. Thanks to his
devoted efforts, the minyan continued, and with
the help of Hashem, it was not discovered.

One day, Avraham was called into the camp
office. Without preamble, he was informed that
he would be released two days later. “You can
leave the country or settle wherever you’d like,”
he was told. “Your service for Mother Russia has
come to an end.”

A dazed Avraham left the office, shocked and
shaken but also enormously grateful. He could not
believe that after so many years, he was finally
free to leave the camp! As the news finally sunk
in, he danced all the way to the little shack where
the secret minyan was held to share the news with
his friends.

His friends, who had become almost like brothers
through their shared experiences in the labor
camp, were happy for him, and they congratulated
him excitedly.

“You must stay strong,” Avraham encouraged
them. “Even though I will be gone, you must
continue to persevere in your campaign of Torah
and mitzvos. Who is willing to take responsibility
for this minyan in my stead?”

There was complete silence. No one was willing
to assume leadership of the minyan.

Avraham let out a mournful sigh, a pained sigh.
For so many years, he had nursed the minyan with
the last of his strength, fueling himself and the



other members with the spiritual energy they
needed to survive their ordeal. How could it be
that no one wanted to take over the reins when he
left? He glanced around the room again, but he
could not meet anyone’s eyes.

The night before his release, he let himself into
the little room used as a minyan and lit a candle
for some light. He picked up the only siddur that
they had, and then the tears came. For a long time,
he wept and wept. He had given so much for the
minyan, for the other Jews in the camp. What
would be after he left? Would everything be lost?
Would all his efforts be wiped out? Would the
Yiddishkeit in the camp wither and die when he
departed?

His pain was so intense that he didn’t even notice
his sobs getting louder and louder. Soon, he was
yelling on top of his lungs, twin rivers of tears
flowing down his cheeks. “Ribbono shel Olam!
Please help Your children remain true to You in

'”

this forsaken place

Outside the little shack was a young guard on
patrol duty. He heard the screams coming from
the small room and opened the door. It was an
open secret amongst the guards that the Jews used
this room to pray, but being that they were model
prisoners who otherwise followed their orders
precisely, the guards let it pass without informing
their superiors. Now however, there was a lone
man in the room, and he would not stop yelling.

“Excuse me!” the guard called into the room. “It’s
the middle of the night now; you should be in your
barrack. What are you doing here, crying?”

Avraham, engrossed in his tearful tefillos, didn’t
even hear him. He continued crying bitterly.

Annoyed, the guard entered the room and spoke
on a higher volume. “What are you doing here?”

he demanded loudly, trying to make himself heard
over Avraham’s sobbing.

But Avraham continued to ignore him.

Now the guard was more than just annoyed; he
was beginning to get angry. He began to make
spooky shadows using the flickering candlelight,
trying to catch Avraham’s attention. When his
finger tricks weren’t working, he took off his
jacket and rolled up his sleeves, ready to make
more menacing shadows that would hopefully
pull the Jew from his stupor.

Avraham looked up. He saw the young guard,
poised with his sleeves up above the light of the
candle, and his face turned white. “Shloimele!” he
cried, making out the distinct scar on the guard’s
upper arm.

The guard blinked. He stared at Avraham and
blinked again. “Tatte?” he asked in a tiny voice,
his face paling. He hadn’t seen his father in many
years, but now that his memory had been
refreshed, his father’s eyes were unmistakable.

“Shloimele!”

Within seconds, father and son fell upon each
other in a long, tight embrace. Somehow, despite
the terrible war and the passage of many years,
they had discovered each other again. Then and
there, they sat down together and recounted their
respective experiences during the years of
separation.

“Sometime during the war, I was captured by the
Russian army and sent to a training camp,”
Shloimele explained when Avraham finished his
own story. “It was impossible to keep the mitzvos
there, and slowly, my Yiddishkeit faded away.
After many years of training, | was sent here to be
a guard.”



They sat silently for a long time, pondering over
the fact that they had been together in the same
camp for so long, but neither of them had known
about the other’s existence.

“And to think that tomorrow, you would have left
the camp forever, and we would have never found
each other,” Shloimele whispered in wonderment.
“We discovered each other just in time.”

“Shloimele,” his father responded in a tremulous
voice. “Don’t you see? All the years, | did my
utmost to honor the mitzvah of hadlakas neiros in
the best possible way. And it was the outcome of
that mitzvah — the burn on your arm, that brought
us back together, right here in the flickering
candlelight.”

The following day, when Avraham was released
from the Siberian camp, his son Shloimele snuck
out with him. Together, they traveled to Eretz
Yisrael, where the spark of Yiddishkeit in
Shloimele was reignited. Before long, he returned
entirely to Torah and mitzvos.

Avraham’s full reward for the mitzvah he had so
devotedly kept was still waiting for him in Olam
Habah, but he had merited a tiny taste in This
World with the complete return of his beloved
youngest son.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A276
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RAB8I YITZCHOK ELCHONON SPECTOR SERVED AS THE RAV IN
THE CITY OF KOVNA, RUSSIA, IN THE 1800S. IN THOSE DAYS,
BEING DRAFTED INTO THE RUSSIAN ARMY WAS A VERY REAL
POSSIBILITY FOR YOUNEG AND ABLE YESHIVA STUDENTS.

REBBE, YANKEL HAS
BEEN DRAFTED AND NEEDS
TO &0 FOR HIS PHYSICAL

RAB8I YITZCHOK ELCHONON WAS EAGERLY
AWAITING NEWS OF THE FATE OF A PRIZED
TALMID NAMED YAAKOV. SUDDENLY, THE
DOOR 8URST OPEN....

REBSI - I HAVE WHAT

EXCELLENT NEWS! WONDERFUL NEWS
YAAKOV WILL NOT 8E - THANK YOU FOR

DRAFTED INTO THE ARMY/ TELLING ME!

A SHORT WHILE LATER, YET ‘35"“ j
ANOTHER MESSENGER ARRIVED.

RABBI SPECTOR, THANK YOU FOR
I COME WITH GREAT NEWS. RUSHING HERE TO LET

IT IS5 5O VERY KIND
OF you!

THE HARSH CONDITIONS FOR SOLDIERS IN
THE RUSSIAN ARMY PRESENTED ENORMOUS
CHALLENGES FOR THOSE WHO WERE SHOMER
TORAH UMITZVOS. BECAUSE OF THAT,
LEADERS LIKE RAB8I YITZCHOK ELCHONON
DID EVERYTHING THEY COULD TO HELP THEIR
TALMIDIM AVOID THE DRAFT.

FIVE MINUTES LATER, THE DOOR
BURST OPEN AGAIN.

BARLICH
HASHEM - THAT IS
EXCELLENT/ THANK YOU
50 MUCH FOR LETTING
ME KNOW!

REBBI, YOU WON'T
BELIEVE IT/ YAAKOV HAS
BEEN SPARED FROM THE
DRAFT!

THE BOCHURIM WITH WHOM HE WAS LEARNING
WONDERED WHY RABBI YITZCHOK ELCHONON DID NOT
TELL THE SECOND AND THIRD MESSENGERS THAT HE
HAD ALREADY HEARD THE GOOD NEWS.

EACH OF THE INDIVIDUALS CLEARLY RUSHED
HERE, EXCITED TO 8E THE FIRST TO LET ME KNOW THAT
YAAKOV WOULD NOT 8E FORCED TO JOIN THE ARMY
AND WOULD 8E ABLE TO REMAIN HERE AT THE YESHIVA,

WHY WOULD T DEPRIVE THEM OF THAT SPECIAL FEELING,
AND MAKE ANOTHER YID FEEL SAD?

R’ YITZCHOK ELCHONON SPEKTOR 9781 WAS THE 3RD SON OF ID'N YN /I (27 OF THE LITHUANIAN TOWN OF
ROUSH, BELARUS) AND DN, HIS MOTHER WAS NIFTAR WHEN HE WAS 10 YEARS OLD AND HIS FATHER WAS HIS 3.
AFTER HIS MARRIAGE TO SARA RAIZEL (DALUGHTER OF R’ ELIEZER YEZERSKY 5181) AT AGE 13, R’ YITZCHOK ELCHONON
MOVED TO VOLKOVISK WHERE HIS FATHER-IN-LAW SUPPORTED HIM. THE TOWN 17, R’ BINYOMIN DISKIN D781 (FATHER
OF R’ YOSHUA LEIB DISKIN 981> WAS SO IMPRESSED WITH R’ SPEKTOR THAT HE LEARNED NDINQAND WITH HIM FOR
TWO HOURS A DAY. R’ YITZCHOK ELCHONON ALSO STUDIED WITH R’ ELIYOHU SHIK 978y OF LIDA. HE RECEIVED naMov
FROM R’ BINYOMIN DISKIN AND R’ YITZCHOK ISAAC HEBER DNt FROM TIKTYN. IN 1837, R SPEKTOR ACCEPTED THE
OFFER TO BECOME 17 OF IZABIELIN, BELARUS, AND IN 1839, HE SERVED AS 17 IN 8IAROZA (BEREZAD NEAR 8REST,
BELARUS, R’ YITZCHOK ELCHONON WAS APPOINTED 17 OF NOVARDOK IN 1851, AND FINALLY BECAME THE 17 OF
KOVNO IN 1864, R’ SPEKTOR HELD THIS PQESTIGIOHS POSITION FOR 32 YEARS ANO WAS A BELOVED, REVERED 51‘1)

......

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347 838 0869 Illustrated by Yeshaya Suval 5577-5656 1817-1896 7N N
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D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DovID PINCUS ZT"L

T R S S
THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF 7N Y11 12 2py» inma Hn7 12 Yxwo. \‘
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

'The Blessing of

EARLS OF WISDOM %
Antisemitism

FROM THE PARSHAH

(v ,X MNW) Janpn DIXY) 27 DXIW? 232 OY M3

The people of the Children of Yisrael were greater and mightier from us. (Shemos 1:9)

WRNW HY KT - “Let us deal smartly with
them, lest they increase, and when a war will

The Beis Halevis commentary on the Torah
explains our verse as follows:

Pharaoh wished to harm Yisrael, but it is a
very shameful thing to harm a people baselessly,
for no reason. So he decided to act smartly. He

happen, they too will join the enemy,” since
their hearts are not faithful to the country,
and they are against the state in general.

resented the Jewish people’s wickedness to
P . J _ peop , We see that Pharaoh, in order to harm the Jews,
his ministers, the advisors of the kingdom. He ) i .
, . , depicted them in the eyes of his countrymen as
spoke of the negative qualities of their hearts, :
, evil and corrupt people. Jews steal our money and
and claimed that they are not trustworthy, , .
. , o swindle us, etc etc. So there is good reason to treat
neither as regards the country’s affairs in general . >
them harshly. About this we recite in the Haggadah:

D>7¥n 17 WM, which, translated according to the
commentary of the Beis Halevi, means as follows:

nor as regards individual Egyptians.
This is what Pharaoh meant when he

said to them, “The people of the Children

) . “The Egyptians made us out as evil people.”
of Yisrael are greater and mightier from us.” &YP peop

€ feLoe > . And this is what the non-Jews have been sayin
Mightier” refers to wealth and acquisition of J ) ying
) ) . about us throughout the generations.
possessions. Pharaoh claimed that the Jewish

people’s wealth was “from us,” in other words, DHYT 393 WPD oIk oMo - You

from the Egyptians. They steal and swindle have made us repulsive and disgusting in

the Egyptians, they charge us interest, etc.
Therefore, Pharaoh suggested nonn1 127
D3 QO NMYN TIRIPN D M 12 19 1D

the midst of the nations.!

1 Eichah 3:45.



This verse is why the anti-Semites hurl at us the

epithet of “dirty Jew.”

But there is a hidden blessing in this curse. There
is a story about the Baal Shem Tov that once a Jew
came to him and said he was afraid of a non-Jew who
keeps calling him “dirty Jew.” The Baal Shem Tov

calmed him and assured him that he has nothing to

O

fear from this guy. If this guy sees the Jew as “dirty;” it
will cause him to distance himself from the Jew, and
not attack him.

This way of looking at Jews strengthens the
separation between Yisrael and the nations, and this

is a blessing. ®

Crying Without Words

(33,2 MNW) AT 0 DFORT DX DOV YV 1Py

They emitted an outcry and their scream rose to G-d from the labor. (Shemos 2:23)

It says in the Zohar' that mymw, “screaming, is
different from 1py1, “outcry” What’s the difference?
“screaming” is prayer with words, and “outcry” is a
pleading outburst without words. The Zohar goes on
to say that “screaming” might go unanswered, but not
“outcry” The wordless outcry is stronger.

Why?

Screaming with words is a prayer that needs to
ascend to Heaven. There might be obstacles on the way
that prevent it from reaching Heaven, and it might thus
go unanswered. But a wordless outcry doesn’t need to
ascend to Heaven at all, because about a situation like
this it says 19%2 21X MY — Hashem says, “I am with
him in his distress”> When a person is in trouble,
Hashem is right there with him. So to speak, Hashem
is within the person’s heart, and there is no need for the

prayer to ascend to Heaven at all. This is why a wordless

1 Shemos 19b.
2 Tehillim 91:15.

outcry cannot go unanswered.

This teaches us an important principle. A person
doesn’t need to go far in search of a special zefilah, an
effective means of prayer. Everything is inside his heart
already. A person’s heart is built for drawing close to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu by means of tefilah. It's only
when his heart becomes marred, and there are other,
extraneous things in his heart, that the need arises to go
looking for this closeness in other ways.

There is a story that took place in the time of R.
Chayim of Volozhin, about a rzaddik who worked
wonders by means of his zefilos. R. Chayim sent sick
people to him so he would daven for them, because he
thought that his zefilos were effective.

The tzaddik would stand perfectly still when he
davened. He did not shuckle at all. When he was asked
why he davens this way, he answered with a parable:

There was a king who wanted to build himself
a palace. He called in an architect and asked him to
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draw up a plan for the construction of the palace.
The architect was very exact in his work, and in the
end, when the king asked him what his fee is, he told
the king to take a certain number of gold pieces, and
place them in the corner of one of the rooms, and they
should fit in exactly in this corner.

They took the gold pieces, tried to place them in
the specified corner, and couldn’t get them to fit. They
were greatly puzzled by this. But then they checked the
corner and found that there was a little dirt left there,

%RSHA TopIC

Victimizing

without which the gold coins would have fit exactly.
The tzaddik then explained to them that this is how
the heart is. By nature, it is built in such a way that all the
feelings and emotions of zefilah will be in it, with perfect
exactness. You don't need to move around and sway. You
don’t need to do external things to arouse your heart to
the proper feelings of prayer. Only someone whose heart
is sullied by extraneous things that shouldn' be in it
needs to find other ways to arouse in his heart the feeling
of closeness to Hakadosh Baruch Hu when he davens. o

10111 NN TIRIPN O3 I N 120N DIXY) 27 DRIV 032 DY 737 iRy DX KN
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He said to his people, “Behold, the people of the Children of Yisrael are greater and

mightier than us... and it will be when war takes place, that they too will join with our

enemies, and battle us, and go up out of the land.” (Shemos 2:23)

Who's the Underdog?

Pharaoh delivered a national address to Egypt, as
stated in the pasuk. He warned about the strength of
the Jewish people and the potential danger it poses to
“national security.”

We need to grasp his technique.

There are victimizers and there are the victimized.
The victimizer is the bad guy. He secks to harass,
damage and even kill the victimized. The victimized is
the poor, suffering underdog. He is the one whom the
victimizer seeks to oppress and wrong,

How does the victimized party hold up? The very
knowledge that he is victimized, the feeling that he is
poor and unfortunate, gives him the strength to carry
on and bear his suffering,

Let’s say Reuven lends his friend Shimon $200 and

then Shimon denies ever having received the money.
What does the poor lender say to himself ? Okay, I lost
$200, but at least I know that I am in the right and the
other guy is a thief. The very knowledge that he is a
victim of injustice fortifies him with inner strength.

In the terrible Holocaust, this was one of the things
that kept the Jews going. The feeling that they are the
victimized ones, and the Germans are persecuting them
for no reason at all. The whole time they lived with
hope: the day will come when everyone will see who
was in the right. The whole world will recognize that
we were victimized.

Now we come to Pharaoh’s devilish plan.

Pharaoh wanted to beat down the Jewish people
and grind them into the ground. He wanted to put
them in a true state of physical and spiritual ga/us. If he
just took them and started to cruelly enslave them, the



galuswould not have been unbearable, because the Jews
would always feel victimized. They would know very
well that they are in the right and the Egyptians who
are oppressing them are no-good. This very knowledge
would have invested in them tremendous inner strength
and fortitude. They would have continued hoping for a
better future.

So what did Pharaoh do? Like it says in the
Haggadah: oxn umy w - “The Egyptians made
us out to be evil” They claimed that the Jews are wicked,
malevolent people, bereft of any redeeming qualities, as
the Beis Halevi explains the verse.

Pharaoh delivered an address to the Egyptian
nation and said to them: You see those Jews walking
around among us? They are laughing at us. They have
anefarious trick up their sleeve. Don't trust them. They
are just waiting for the day when they can kick us out of
our own country. “When war takes place, they too will
join with our enemies, and battle us, and go up out of
the land” Who will “go up out of the land”? Us! They
are plotting to evict us from our own beloved Egypt by
siding with our enemies!!

Then Pharaoh continued on with his rant, possessed
by the fever of a true demagogue: We took Yosef, that
Jew, out of prison, and appointed him as viceroy. And
you know what he did? He collected all the money
of Egypt to himself (the ultimate “Jewish banker”).
Then he settled his own family on our land, in order to
support them at our expense. They are persecuting us.
They are taking advantage of us. One day they will grab
our little children and slaughter them just because they
want to use their blood for something. Watch out!!

You probably heard the story cited by Chazal about
the Jewish slaves in Egypt who built a building, and
it was missing a brick, and an Egyptian took a Jewish
baby and put it into the wall in place of a brick.

Anyone who hears such a story is outraged. What
an injustice! Because you are missing a brick, you put in
a child instead? That is so barbaric!

But it didn’t look that way to the Egyptians. I wasn’t
there, obviously, but according to what Chazal say, this
is how I imagine the scene:

Pharaoh had said to his people: Watch out, because

if they stop working for a moment, we are goners. Our

children will die first. The Jews will slaughter them
all. Just don’t let that happen. Don't let a Jew stop

working, no matter what, because there’s nothing more
dangerous than that!

Then they noticed there was a brick missing, and it
might interrupt the course of work that the Jews were
engaged in. So the Egyptian foreman said to himself:
Oh no, I bet they are about to start their rebellion.
This is their chance. They planned it all out in advance
that there will be a brick missing, and they will use the
opportunity to get into position. They are going to
kill me first, and then the rest of us... So he grabbed a
Jewish child, and with a big, wicked grin on his face, put
the child into the wall. Then he harangued the Jewish
workers: Tomorrow, no more tricks. Got it?

They turned the victimized into the victimizer. They
made the Jews into a people of oppressors.

Hitler Too

Hitler too. He wrote a book with a whole brilliant
philosophy about how the Jewish people are actually
the victimizers of the human race. So any act he did to
eradicate the Jews was, in his view, an act of saving the
whole world.

Let’s see how his philosophy went.

First ofall, we need to know that every sin in general,
and murder in particular, starts with denial of G-d.
Hitler was a big proponent of the theory of evolution.
And evolution denies the Divine origin of the world.

One of the main principles of evolution is that every
population has its strong members and weak members.
The stronger get stronger at the expense of the weak.
It’s the jungle mentality. Let’s say you have a whole herd
of antelope. Some are stronger than others. The herd
develops by the weak ones naturally dying out due to
sicknesses or because the stronger ones kill them. The
process of the world’s growth and development is based
on eliminating the weak and advancing the strong.

Now, who is against this approach? A moral person
with a conscience. The conscience says that if someone
is weak, instead of killing him, you should help him and
strengthen him. If he is ill, hospitalize him, treat him,
and thereby save him, so he will continue to live.

Who are the proponents of the moral, conscientious
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approach? You guessed. It’s the Jewish people and their
Torah. So the Jews are destroying the world. They are
the enemies of humanity’s betterment. Nothing is more
damaging to the world than conscience.

So for this reason, Hitler built a whole system whose
express purpose was the annihilation of the Jewish
people. His goal was to “rescue” the world.

This is why his approach was brilliant. He made
the Jews into bad guys, into victimizers. Only thanks
to this did he succeed in building concentration camps
and killing so many Jews. It was by declaring that they
are victimizing the entire human race, and it is therefore
permissible for anyone to kill such a dangerous enemy.

Why They Failed

Pharaoh did not succeed in what he set out to do,
and neither did Hitler. Although they managed to
convince their own people that the Jews are victimizers,
the Jews themselves knew and know very well who the
real victimizers are.

However, sometimes a person gets all mixed up in
his own conscience and doesn’t know anymore who is
the oppressor and who is the victim. This is relevant to
us today.

A few weeks ago, a Jew got up and killed dozens
of Arabs in Me’aras Hamachpelah, in Chevron. I am
not here to express an opinion whether he was right
or wrong. That’s not my subject. I just want to say that
after he did what he did, from a political perspective,
the whole system changed direction, it switched around
completely, and this involves two subjects.

The first subject is that we all live here in Erezz Yisrael
with the feeling that we have an army and police force
that “protect” our lives.

[, for instance, live in Ofakim, and there are two
ways to drive to Bnei Brak from Ofakim. I can go via
Ashkelon, or I can go via Kiryat Gat, which takes me by
the Arab city of Rahat.

Usually when I wanted to drive to Bnei Brak, I didn’t
hesitate to go via Rahat. I said to myself: Even if there
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will be Arab disturbances and riots, there is an army and

police presence there, so I don’t need to worry.

The second subject is the political aspect. A month
ago, every time an Arab made a terrorist attack in
which Jews were killed and wounded, or every time
an Isracli soldier was taken hostage, it was like a knife
in the heart for the government. Everyone said to the
Prime Minister: How can you make peace with these
Palestinians?! They are terrorists, murderers! In other
words, politically speaking, the government wanted
things to be as quiet as possible, so they can make peace
with the Palestinians.

Today, after the massacre in Chevron, someone who
understands what is going on can see that the situation
is now completely reversed.

Maybe this is a little extreme, but today I am
worried about driving via Rahat, because maybe the
government doesn't really want to protect Jews, due
to what happened.

Similarly, every time there is a tragedy, the Prime
Minister gets up and moralizes: See what you did, you
extreme Rightists? There is a person over here who is a
little bit nice, one can sit down together with him and
talk about peace. And you, with your violence, messed
it all up. You caused the Arabs to be violent back to us.

To state the point strongly, from a political
perspective, every tragedy serves the interests of the
government.

What does all this mean to us?

I see it as an outcry from Heaven: For forty years,
you relied on your army. Maybe now you will recognize
once and for all Who is actually protecting you.

We need to realize that if Hashem doesn’t protect
us, we have no protection. X&' Y MW XY ' DX
MM Tpw — “If Hashern doesn’t guard a city, the
guardsman kept watch in vain.”!

It’s a voice from Heaven. If only we would listen
to it and get the message, because if not, who knows
where it will lead. ®

1 Tehillim 127:1.
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