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Rashi brings the Medrash that says that Paroh would claim that he is a getchke and does not need to relieve
himself, but would go out to the Yarden each morning to relieve himself. Moshe was sent to warn him and catch
him in the act.

Rav Mattisyahu Salomon zt”l explained this Chazal based on a vort from the Chofetz Chaim. The Chofetz Chaim
would quote the Gemara that says Hashem created a person with the need to relieve himself so that he would
not consider himself a getchke and say, li asisi. The Chofetz Chaim derives from this Chazal how careful a person
has to be not to think he is in charge of himself. Hashem needed to give us a reminder not once a year, or once a
month. We need reminders several times daily!

Paroh himself said 'an'wy ax1 nx' 17, he believed he was a deity, but the fact that he needed to relieve himself
reminded him that he wasn’t. And that is precisely when Moshe was intended to warn him about the makkos
and remind him that Hashem was in charge.
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Rashi says that Hashem specifically instructed Aharon to hit the Yarden, as opposed to Moshe doing so himself.

The reason is due to Moshe Rabbeinu’s hakaras hatov that he was saved in the Yarden when his mother Yocheved
placed him there as a baby, thereby saving him from Paroh’s decree to drown all the Jewish children.

Rav Mattisyahu Salomon zt”/ explained that although the Yarden has no feelings, still Moshe Rabbeinu was
intended to display an extra degree of hakaras hatov when it came to carrying out the makkos.

The purpose of the makkos were to bring to emunah in Hashem, that he controls the entire briah and that he
can bring geulah to his nation in order that Klal Yisrael will in turn be mekabel the Torah and serve him. The
Chovos Halevavos writes that the greatest mechayiv to serve Hashem is the middah of hakaras hatov. When a
person thinks about how much Hashem is doing for us at every moment, he will feel completely indebted and
obligated to fulfill His will.
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Chazal tell us kol ha’omer davar b’sheim omro meivi geulah I'olam. The reason is because when Hashem brings
geulah to the world, he wants us to recognize that it is coming from him, and not to attribute it to anything else.
The purpose of the geulah is so that we serve him better and that only happens when we recognize that it comes
from Him. Someone who is omer davar b’sheim amro has the middah of hakaras hatov, he is able to attribute
information to someone else and give credit where credit is due. Such a person is deserving to bring geulah
because he will be able to attribute it to Hashem and appreciate it.

The makkos were coming to demonstrate how Hashem is controlling the world and how we are obligated to have
hakaras hatov and serve him. That is why Moshe expressed an extreme sensitivity to hakaras hatov specifically
when it came to carrying out the makkos, because without hakaras hatov, the entire purpose of the makkos
would not come to fruition.

Let it Penetrate Your Heart
(32,7) :NNT?7D2 127 NYNY1IN2TIR N21 NDN9 (941 (2D)

Rav Yerucham Levovitz (Daas Torah) writes the danger of 127 nw N9, of not being “meisim lev.” Terrible makkos
were occurring and Mitzrayim was being brought to its knees. Intellectually, Paroh knew exactly what was
occurring, but he was not meisim lev. He did not take it to heart, and without simas lev, nothing will penetrate.

When Rav Yerucham was learning in Kollel Kodshim, there was a person whose body was occupied by a dybbuk.
The Chofetz Chaim commanded Rav Elchonon Wasserman and a group of talmidim to try to extricate the dybbuk,
and Rav Yerucham was amongst them. There were many wonderous occurrences revolving around the dybbuk
that Rav Yerucham witnessed firsthand. However, when the dybbuk was finally extricated, Rav Yerucham
commented that what made the biggest impact on him was the fact that when the story was over, everyone
went back to life as usual, as if nothing ever happened!

Rav Chaim Epstein zt”l would quote the pesukim 7117 78 nawnl o'n NUTI, DI'N NYUTY refers to intellectual
knowledge, but that is not enough. We need 7227 9% niawnl, to make sure it penetrates our hearts, and only
then is a person really understand TIv '8 D'P7X XIN "N 12!
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Rav Moshe Feinstein Counts the Votes

The parents of a boy studying at Rav Moshe Feinstein's yeshiva came one day to discuss with him an urgent matter. They
wanted their son, who was studying full time in the yeshiva to leave yeshiva, and embark on a professional career. The son
would hear nothing of this and insisted on staying for the time being in the Bais Medrash where his diligence was bearing
fruit. It was decided among them that they would go to Rav Moshe to arbitrate this important matter.

The father began to speak and said to Rav Moshe that the Gemara says there are three partners that help create every
child and therefore those three should decide the child's fate. Those three being the father, the mother, and Hashem. "I
am the father here is the mother" said the father "and you as the boy's Rosh Yeshiva can act as the representative of
Hashem." With that being said the father began to make his argument. "l and the mother both vote for the boy to leave
the yeshiva. Therefore, even if you vote that he remain you are outvoted two against one and the boy must leave."

Then with a big smile on his face the father turned to Rav Moshe and asked if he has any objections to his argument. Rav
Moshe in his infinite wisdom replied that while that being the case, each one of them, the father, the mother, and Rav
Moshe are also the product of three partners. Their two parents and Hashem. So, really they are working with nine parts -
Rav Moshe's three partners as well as each of the parents’ three parts. So, if all three of Rav Moshe’s parts and one third
of each of the two parents’ three partners vote that the boy should stay in yeshiva that would make it 5 to 4 in favor of him
staying....and stay he did!

Four Days Is a Very Long Time

One day, a man who appeared obviously distraught and worn down, knocked at the door of the Chazon Ish. He told the
Chazon Ish that he had felt ill for a few days, and eventually he had felt so ill that he was hospitalized. The doctors
performed a battery of tests, and they found a virulent infection which had invaded his body. They sadly informed the man
that he had only four days to live; they did not have any medication that would be effective for this infection.

The man broke down sobbing as he finished his story, and the Chazon Ish soothed him and calmed him down. He opened
a Chumash Bereishis, and turned to the first pages of the parsha. He said to the man, "Look what Hashem created on the
first day," and the Chazon Ish began to recite all the things which Hashem created on the first day of creation. "Look what
Hashem created on the second day," and again the Chazon Ish read the pesukim, and listed one by one the things which
were created on the second day. He continued with the third day, and the fourth day. "So, if the Creator of the World was
able to create so many things in four days, don't you believe that in four days He can create a medicine for you which will
heal you completely?" The Chazon Ish encouraged the man not to give up hope, but rather he should daven for himself,
and plead with Hashem that He heal him from his infection. He reminded him that the gates of tefillah are never locked,
especially before the tefillah of a sick person, which is tefillah at a time of tzarah.

The eyes of the man lit up at the Chazon Ish's words. He began to daven fervently for himself, and an unbelievable miracle
occurred. A new medicine was imported to Eretz Yisroel from America in the following days. This sick man was one of the
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first people that the medicine was tested on, and it became clear that the medicine was effective for the infection which
was ravaging his body. Within a short time, the man was healed completely.

The Din Torah

Reuven was a great talmid chochom and learned full time in a kollel in Bnei Brak. He was very successful in his learning, but
his financial situation had deteriorated to the point that his table on Shabbos consisted of a can of tuna for his entire family.

Shimon was a good friend of Reuven's, and he learned Torah when he was able to, but he was a successful businessman.
Somehow Shimon found out about Reuven's situation and he was shocked. He decided to take it upon himself to support
Reuven's Shabbos expenses. He told Reuven that whatever he needed for Shabbos he should buy and he, Shimon, would
pay for it. Reuven accepted, knowing how bad his situation was, and that was the beginning of an arrangement which lasted
for several years.

After a few years, Shimon went through some rough times and business was no longer so good. While originally the extra
expense of supporting Reuven's Shabbos purchases was barely even noticed in Shimon's pocket, was now very difficult for
him to meet every week. Despite that, he said nothing to Reuven about the change in his situation and continued supporting
Reuven's Shabbos expenses.

One day, Reuven found out about Shimon's new situation. He right away called Shimon and thanked him for having
supported him until now, but refused to accept his assistance any longer. Shimon stuck to his guns and said, “The Gemara
says that Shabbos expenses are not included in the amount Hashem decides He will provide for each person annually, so
these expenses will not diminish my income, and | wans to continue.”

Reuven countered by saying, “It is true Shabbos expenses are not included, but these are my expenses, not yours. Your
paying my Shabbos expenses is tzedakah and chessed, but it does not say that tzedakah is not included in the amount.”

Shimon insisted claiming that Reuven's expenses for Shabbos are just like his own and they are not included in the amount
so he will continue paying them.

They agreed to bring the dispute to Rav Chaim Kanievsky for the decision. When Rav Chaim heard the story, he got very
emotional and said "Ashreichem Yisrael - how fortunate that these are our halachic disputes!" Rav Chaim continued
weighing the various sides of the issue and decided that Shimon should continue to support Reuven. He gave him a bracha
that this should be a merit for him to see success once again in his business.

A few days later, someone related the incident to Rav Shteinman. Rav Shteinman said that Rav Chaim was correct in his psak
that Shimon should continue supporting Reuven, because Reuven Shabbos expenses are included in Shimon’s account.
Why? Because when Shimon sits at home on Shabbos and knows that Reuven is in such a dire situation, it bothers Shimon
and he cannot enjoy Shabbos. So, for Shimon to help Reuven, he is also helping himself enjoy Shabbos. Therefore, Reuven’s
expenses are also in Shimon's account.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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The Saraph of Brisk Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”| (1818 - 1898)
Yahrtzeit nab v"2

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, the Bais Halevi, used the title of “Rebbe” or “Mashiach Hashem” when he referred to Rav
Yehosha Leib Diskin, without even mentioning his name. He took it for granted that people knew whom he was referring
to.

The Bais Halevi once spent three months writing a letter to Rav Yehoshua Leib. Every time he lifted his pen to write the
proper salutation, his hands began to tremble and the pen would fall from his hand. Rav Chaim Brisker asked his father, “Are
you not sufficiently accustomed to corresponding with this generation’s greatest leaders that you should no longer have to
tremble at the prospect?” The Bais Halevi told his son, “My trembling and trepidation have not yet reached half that which
we are required to have for the great gaon and tzaddik, Rav Yehoshua Leib!” It was Rav Chaim Brisker who would say, “At
the point where the titles and praises of all the Gedolim of our times ends, titles such as rav, gaon, gaon gadol, rosh kol bnei
hagolah and others —that is where the Maharil Diskin’s tributes begin.” Rav Chaim spoke of Rav Yehoshua Leib as “Holy unto
Hashem.” The Gaon HaMalbim was once enumerating the praises of the rabbanim of his generation. Someone asked him
why he had omitted mention of Rav Yehoshua Leib. He replied, “I am an expert at evaluating gold and silver, but | have no
knowledge of precious gems.”

Rav Yehoshua Leib was born in Horodna in 1817. His father, Rav Binyamin Diskin, the Av Beis Din, was an unusually holy
tzaddik and towering talmid chachom. From the cradle to the Torah... Rav Yehoshua Leib was instantly introduced to the
world of Torah, as his cradle remained by his father’s side as he learned. It was a house that was as much a Beis Medrash as
it was a dwelling. As a young boy, Rav Yehoshua Leib learned the aleph beis from a melamed, Rav Moshe Horodner, whom
Rav Binyamin had hired. The young genius then came under his father’s tutelage, as his father wished to be the sole influence
in his son’s education. He was the first to recognize the boy’s exceptional talents and superhuman will power. Whatever the
world was later to hail as outstanding in Rav Yehoshua Leib, his father already recognized in the boy’s early years.

Rav Binyamin was once walking with his young son in the woods and told him, “You should know that Hashem is unique. He
is One and Only.” Young Yehoshua Leib nodded in understanding. His father then asked, “How do you know that this is so
self-evident?” The boy answered, “Did you not tell me a few days ago that Hashem’s glory fills the entire earth? If so, then
there is no room for anything besides Him, and He is One and Only!”

When Rav Yehoshua Leib was a young boy, the shammash of the shul organized a raffle for an item of value. After the lottery,
the shammash discarded the box with the numbered tickets and let the children play with it. They held a mock drawing, and
discovered that one number appeared twice. Rav Yehoshua Leib stated that the drawing had been invalid, pressing his point
with the adults in the shul. They told him that it made no difference since the owner of the double ticket had not won. But
the young boy refused to give in, maintaining that the lottery must be drawn again. He explained his reasoning: What if
theman whose number appeared twice had, in fact, won the drawing? Then they would surely have invalidated the entire
drawing since it was not right for him to have had a double chance. Thus, the man with the double number had forfeited his
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chance of winning, which was not fair. And what if the shammash had omitted one number? Would not the people have

demanded a new drawing, just as well? Why is this case different, then? The adults agreed that, indeed, his logic was
unshakable.

The people in an outlying town demanded from Rav Binyamin that their Rav be deposed as he had erred in a certain halachic
ruling. After meeting with the Rav, Rav Binyamin asked him to explain the ruling. The Rav admitted that he had erred. Rav
Binyamin rebuked him for misleading the public in such a serious matter, and the Rav left, bowed and contrite.

Rav Yehoshua Leib, then under 13 years old, was overcome with pity for the Rav. He asked him in what way he had ruled
incorrectly. The Rav explained his ruling, adding, with tears in his eyes, “Now | will have to forfeit my position. | don’t know
how | will support my family.” Rav Yehoshua Leib tried to calm the Rav, asking him to return the following day as he hoped
to help him. Rav Yehoshua Leib secluded himself in his room, spending the entire night utilizing all of his mental powers to
find a way to justify the Rav’s ruling. And he succeeded. He wrote down his findings, and on the next day, told the Rav to
copy the findings down in his own handwriting. The Rav brought it into Rav Binyamin and left without waiting for Rav
Binyamin to discuss the matter with him. Rav Binyamin marveled at the brilliant logic. He shared the matter with his students
during his daily shiur. They were beside themselves with amazement. Only Rav Yehoshua Leib was indifferent, which was
strange as he was usually the most enthusiastic in grappling with intricate halachic problems. Rav Binyamin fixed his son
with a penetrating stare and suddenly deduced that he had lent a hand in the matter! Prior to his bar mitzvah, Rav Yehoshua
Leib prepared a set of halachic papers, releasing a woman from being an agunah. Rav Binyamin later wrote a pamphlet
dealing with the matter of this agunah, and he opened with the words, “My astute and famous son undertook to write for
a certain woman...” It is no wonder that soon the young boy’s prodigious powers came to light. And his unusual sensitivity
and rare character traits evoked great wonder as well. A bright star was making its appearance on the horizon of the Torah
world.

Despite his young age, Rav Binyamin once asked his son to step in and assist with resolving a complex din Torah involving
two wealthy men and tens of thousands of rubles. The case had dragged on for several weeks, without a solution in sight.
Rav Binyamin felt the case was taking a toll on his health. Rav Yehoshua Leib studied the documents — 19 claims and defenses
—and leaned toward one side. In the Bais Din, Rav Yehoshua Leib stated his opinion, as arbitrator, that one side was justified
in its first argument. The defender of the opposing side, a venerable Rav, refused to accept the young boy’s opinion, and Rav
Yehoshua Leib could not convince him. It was decided that the case would rest until the morrow. Rav Yehoshua Leib then
attacked the case from the fifth point. This time he admitted that justice lay with the other side, to which the elder Rav
happily agreed. Rav Yehoshua Leib then turned about and argued the same point from the opposing view until the Rav finally
broke down and admitted that Rav Yehoshua Leib was right. He conceded Rav Yehoshua Leib’s arguments against this fifth
point. Having scored a victory, Rav Yehoshua Leib said that he had no wish to contort the law from its straightforward
solution. So, switching sides, he took up this very fifth point from an opposite direction, for he wanted to get to the pure
truth. He now upheld his position on this point but challenged the first point, showing the Rav how he had been mistaken.
The Rav had to admit that Rav Yehoshua Leib had been correct in everything! To be continued...
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

RINY NYI9

1. List four similarities between the non of o1 and the non of y179ay.*

2. Which non had a yn0o for the precise time that it would begin?
b. Which other event in the N7 n had the same yno?

3. The longest word in the NN is in this week’s nw19. What is it? (R’ G. Tikotsky)

4. When does it say 21N in last week’s nw19? When does it say N5 N2 in this
week’s nwi9?

5. List eleven people from the time of bnHayw, that the NN records the age that
they were qv9.
b. What is the longest streak of son after father that the n 7 n records the
age of their nvVY?

6. Who, mentioned in this week’s nvn9, had a grandson that was also his great
grandson?

7. Our source was the same as another,
We were the inspiration for others many years later,
We were hated in death almost as much as in life,
We are mentioned in this week’s nvn9,
Who are we?

8. lam a descendant of )3,
My son was given prominence because of one of the max,
Although he seemed generous in reality he wasn’t, >
My name and the name of the city of his residence,
are mentioned in this week’s nwn9,
Who am I?

Need a hint?
! What is their source? Who performed it? What did they cause? How did the 0>V n respond?
’In reality he was greedy




Answers
. 1) They were from water 2) They were done by y71N
3) They both caused a bad smell. (YIND wXaAM 9NN WNXIY)
4) The v n replicate the both mon (They both had a warning and were done
with the NvVN however most Mon had this similarity)

. Nwn made a scratch in the wall and said “when the sun hits this line the 792
will begin.” (See n>,v »w9)
b. By pny> N (See N,ND »'vA)

. PIIRYND

. In last week’s nwn9 it says (22,2) N9Y N5 19" in this week’s N9 it says XD NN
(?-30,1) /N N DD 1D TY NYNV.

. YNR,DYUN DY, NNP 0,900, APy PR DORYNYS NIV, DNIIN
b. 26 mM7 from 07X until PWN and YINN.

. M. He was the grandfather and great grandfather of nwmn and yhnX. This is
because he was the grandfather of their father o910y and the father of their
mother T25y.

Our source was the same as another, - water

We were the inspiration for others many years later, - for ) SYXw 1 1IN to give up their life for 'n
We was hated in death almost as much as in life, - our dead bodies caused a terrible smell

We are mentioned in this week’s nvA9,

Who are we? S anhM

. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

Together with another | defeated many, - with »ax 0NN
Although | had conflicting interests -

| was faithful to my mission, - when looking for a wife for pny»
When | davened my n>>9n was answered right away. - by the well
Someone with my name is referred to in this week’s nw19. - the son of NWH (1721 MUK DX YN NPN)
Who am I? - MYON

,IND DNT 12 PR PWY NTHIAN — NNHY NNIIYD
9133090 TOIYN 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TYT N N2 N2 ,97F DNIAN 12 DINY I7YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MNMNY MM YOO
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Pischei Parsha — Vaeira
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

Which 2 parshios, outside of Sefer Devarim, start in the middle of a conversation?
e Vayigash
e Vaeira

Name 2 things that are called “Morasha.”
e FEretz Yisrael'
e Torah?

What is the most common phrase in Chumash (I think?), where does it first appear, and what does it
mean?
o “Vayedabeir Hashem el Moshe leimor.”
e It first appears in the beginning of Vaeira.®
o “Leimor’ means:
o What Hashem is telling Moshe should be repeated to Bnei Yisrael.*
o This phr?se indicates a very clear presentation, typically indicating Moshe’s high level of
nevuabh.
This word is a repetition of the word “vayedabeir” or similar words indicating communication.®
“Vayedabeir Hashem el Moshe” — Hashem told Moshe about the mitzvos, and he understood
their depth on his own; “Leimor” — when Moshe taught the mitzvos to Bnei Yisrael, he had to
elaborate and explain this deeper level so that they would understand.’

What was the age difference between Moshe and Aharon, and how do we know?
The pasuk says they were 80 and 83 when they stood before Paroh.®

Aharon threw a stick in front of Paroh, which became a snake.® Who owned that stick?

It was Moshe’s stick, that he lent to Aharon for this purpose. Although Moshe tells Aharon, “Take YOUR stick”
to begin makkas dam'®, the pasuk simultaneously refers to it as, “THE [well-known] stick [of Moshe].”**
Similarlyl,zat Masa U’Mriva, Hashem tells Moshe, “Take YOUR stick with which you hit the river [during makkas
dam]...”

How many things are described in Chumash which emerged from the Nile River?
e The cows in Paroh’s dream (although they didn’t actually emerge, because it was just a dream).*®
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Basya (who discussed again after she left the water).™

The water which Moshe turned into dam in front of the Zekeinim.*®

The water which was used to irrigate the fields of Mitzrayim, which turned to dam."’

The tzfardea.'®

In Parshas Breishis, the Torah describes the beautiful bedolach gems which were produced by the
Pishon River®®, otherwise known as the Nile River?.

Regarding the upcoming makkah of arov, Moshe was supposed to warn Paroh, “Machar yihiyeh ha’os
hazeh” —tomorrow, through this plague, the distinction between Bnei Yisrael and the Mitzrim will be
clear.”* When do we say this line during davening?

On Erev Yom Kippur, we say a selicha which repeats this line at the end of each stanza, in reference to the
upcoming Yom Kippur.

Moshe insisted to Paroh that Bnei Yisrael couldn’t do something among the Mitzrim because it was a
toeivah (disgrace). Earlier, Mitzrim refused to do something among Bnei Yisrael because it was a
toeivah. What were these 2 incidents?
o Moshe told Paroh that if Bnei Yisrael would sacrifice sheep in Mitzrayim, it would cause a toeivah,
because the Mitzrim worshiped sheep.
¢ When Yosef’s brothers ate bread with him, the Mitzrim considered it a toeivah to join, since the Ivrim
eat sheep, which the Mitzrim worshiped.?®

Name 2 instances in Parshas Vaeira where something which is usually very “ANTI-fire” was able to get
CLOSE to fire, for the sake of Hashem.
¢ The natural habitat of tzfardea is water, and they avoid fire. Yet, for the sake of Kiddush Hashem, they
went into bowls of dough which were approaching the oven for baking.?*
e Theice of the barad.”

To get rid of a certain makkah, Moshe had to YELL when he davened. Which one, and why?

Tzfardea: you are supposed to hear yourself speaking when davening, and he had to yell over all the frogs!*

Were any live frogs left after the makkah of tzfardea was over?
The makkah of total frog-invasion ended, despite the fact that many live frogs remained in the river.?” This
highlighted that this strange phenomenon was carefully controlled by Hashem, for the sake of Bnei Yisrael.?®
Before which 2 makkos did Moshe and Aharon meet Paroh in his palace courtyard — NOT indoors —
and why?

e Before kinim, because Aharon had to hit the dirt.

e Before sh’chin, because Moshe had to throw ash towards Shamayim.?
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What is sh’chin?
HEAT which causes avabuos (bubbles).*

What is the opposite of Yiras Shamayim?
Ignoring Hashem: the pesukim contrast, “The Mitzrim who FEARED Hashem hid their animals before barad,
but those who DIDN'T PAY ATTENTION to Hashem left them outdoors.”*

3 makkos demonstrated that Bnei Yisrael were distinct from the Mitzrim. Which, and how?
Arov: despite being MOBILE, the animals stayed out of Goshen. Even in the main area of Mitzrayim,
where these animals would eat people, they ignored Bnei Yisrael.*?
Dever: the animals of Bnei Yisrael were intermingled among the Mitzri animals, but were somehow
immune to a widespread plague.®
Barad: hail fell from the shared airspace over Mitzrayim and Goshen, but didn’t land in Goshen.*

JUST CURIOUS

Hashem appointed Aharon to speak on behalf of Moshe.*® Did Paroh ever hear Moshe talk?
Some explain that Moshe would say a concise nevuah as he heard it, and Aharon would explain it to
Paroh.*® (If so, it seems that Moshe spoke audibly in Paroh’s presence.)
Others explain that Moshe would say the nevuah directly to Aharon without Paroh hearing, and Aharon
would repeat it to Paroh.*’
Regardless, if it's the same Paroh that raised Moshe®, he heard him speak many years ago as a child.

Why does the Torah suddenly mention the ages of Moshe and Aharon, when they speak to Paroh?
e |tis only regarding Moshe and Aharon that the pesukim mention the advanced age at which they
received their nevuah, in order to stress its uniquely high level, capable of bringing us the Torah.*
80 was old even then, and the Torah stresses that despite their advanced age, they served Hashem
with zerizus, alacrity.*

When Moshe and Aharon first spoke to Paroh, he rudely dismissed them and told them to get back to
work.* From when he saw the stick eat his sorcerers’ snakes, all the way until right before makkas
arbeh when he kicked out Moshe and Aharon*?, Paroh was either silent or respectful. Why? Either let
them go, or stay mean and rude!

From the moment he saw the stick eat the snakes, he became scared of the makkos. In his new mindset, he
was yarei umischazeik — scared, while holding firm — spending the duration of the first few makkos attempting
to demonstrate that they were mere sorcery.*
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Moshe had hakaras hatov to the water which saved him, so he couldn’t hit it to start makkas dam.** If

so0, how could he be sent to punish Paroh®, in whose house he grew up?

e Part of Paroh’s punishment was that he would be punished by someone who grew up in his own house.

e Moshe would have been perfectly fine growing up in his own house. Moshe only wound up being raised
in Paroh’s house as a result of Paroh’s decree that all baby boys be thrown in the water! Such
“hospitality” didn’t make him deserving of hakaras hatov.*®

When Moshe asked Paroh, “When would you like the frogs removed?” why did Paroh answer,
“Tomorrow”? Get rid of them as fast as possible!

e Paroh assumed that the onslaught of frogs was a natural phenomenon. He figured that Moshe could
see in the stars that the frogs were about to leave, and Moshe wanted to claim that his davening was
responsible. Therefore, Paroh tried to “call his bluff” with his surprise request that they be removed the
next day. He got his wish.*’

Paroh erroneously assumed that Moshe needed some time, so he granted him a small amount of time
to take care of it. Moshe did what he was asked to do.*®

Moshe cs?uldn’t hit the “afar” (dust) of Mitzrayim because of hakaras hatov towards the “chol”
(sand)?*

Mitzrayim was the world capital of sorcery. Why couldn’t the sorcerers make kinim when they tried?
e Kinim are too small.*®
o The sorcerers were very aware of their own abilities, and typically COULD produce kinim. When their
attempt fa;illed, they were forced to admit that Hashem had prevented them, and something deeper was
going on.
They could CONVERT water to blood, and GATHER frogs from the water, but PRODUCING kinim from
dirt could only be done by Hashem.>

Why did the sorcerers call kinim the “finger” of Elokim, instead of the “hand”?

e To make it seem smaller.*

e This term indicates the wondrous nature of Hashem’s creations, and is found regarding items of all
sizes, demonstrating that Hashem creates them all with equal ease: the physically huge objects in
Shamayim are described as, “Ma’asei etzbe’osecha,” “The work of Your fingers”54; the luchos, which

are physically smaller, but spiritually greater, are described as, “Kesuvim b’etzba Elokim,” “Written with

the finger of Elokim™®; the puny kinim are attributed to, “Etzba Elokim,” “The finger of Elokim.”*®
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Occasionally, Moshe was instructed to greet Paroh at the Nile River. Why was that a good meeting
place?

Paroh took a daily stroll near the river, accompanied by local Mitzrim. This allowed Moshe to warn him
publically, thereby giving the locals an opportunity to plead with Paroh to give in. When they didn’t, they earned
the upcoming makkah.>’

Why didn’t the contagious dever spread to the PEOPLE of Mitzrayim?
Naturally, it should have, but Hashem wanted to keep the people alive to demonstrate to them His strength.*®

Moshe threw ash to begin the plague of sh’chin. Then what happened? How did the Mitzrim develop
boils? How do you picture this?
o After the ash was thrown, it spread throughout Mitzrayim, even entering the houses, landed on the
people, and caused a burning heat on their skin which caused painful bubbles to develop.
e Or, the ash affected the atmosphere in Mitzrayim, such that sh’chin erupted all over the country.>®

How could Paroh look Moshe in the face and seriously say, “THIS time I'll let them go,” after repeatedly
rescinding such an offer?

When he promised to let them go, he wasn'’t lying. After witnessing the makkos, he was seriously moved and
had a change of heart. But, after things calmed down, he lost his inspiration. Many of us struggle with this.®

Chazal tell us that Paroh’s city was full of avodah zara, and Moshe would always go elsewhere to
daven. Why does Moshe specifically mention this to Paroh when he is about to end makkas barad?
Paroh had just asked Moshe to daven that the barad end immediately. Moshe had to explain, “Fine, just realize
that | need some time to reach my davening spot.”®*

IN YOUR OPINION

Sometimes, we get impatient and angry. Usually, these are bad middos. How could they be used
positively?

Hashem tells Moshe that the first stage of geulah will occur when Bnei Yisrael leave “sivlos Mitzrayim
when they abandon their savlanus (tolerance and patience) for the tumah of Mitzri society.®® Similarly, Chazal
instruct us to get our yetzer tov angry at our yetzer hara, hating his sinister plans to prevent our growth, and
losing patience with his insistence that we aren’t capable of more.*

n62

How is the yetzer hara like Paroh?

Moshe came with great news about the geulah, but Bnei Yisrael couldn’t accept it because they were
overworked and couldn’t think.®> Paroh was aware of this reality, so when he heard them discussing geulah, he
strategically increased their workload.®® The yetzer hara knows that if we would think about our lives, we would
immediately improve, so he makes sure that we stay so busy that this never happens.®’
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We tend to act differently in different environments. In which of your surroundings do you find that
you’re “at your best”? Which do you feel might be bringing you down? (Share out loud only if you can
avoid lashon hara.)

Moshe wanted to impress upon Paroh that although Bnei Yisrael were currently a lowly nation of slaves, they
were capable of being an exalted nation of avdei Hashem, if they would be free of the negative environment in
Mitzrayim. To demonstrate this, he said, “Watch — when this stick of Elokim is near me, it's engraved with the
name of Hashem and capable of initiating nissim; when it goes near you, it becomes a snake! Bnei Yisrael
must leave Mitzrayim!”®®

The sorcerers told Moshe, “Come on! You’re bringing your magic to the world capital of magic! Don’t
think you’re going to impress anyone here.” How would you respond? Would you get discouraged?
Hashem specifically sent us to Mitzrayim, a land full of sorcery, so that even the Mitzrim, who had access to
real magic, would recognize that Hashem’s nissim are so obviously superior. Had the makkos occurred
elsewhere, the Mitzrim would still be able to claim that they were mere magic.®® Moshe told these skeptical
Mitzrim, “Perfect! You are very familiar with magic, so you will clearly realize that what I'm doing is from
Hashem, and of a totally different quality!””

Was there ever a time when you thought, “Let me watch this person carefully, so | can learn from
him”?

While we can all learn a lot by observing great tzaddikim, great people learn even from those who are “lower
than them.” Following the example of the tzfardea, which were willing to jump into ovens for Hashem,
Chanania, Mishael, and Azaryah, opted to be thrown into a fire by Nevuchadnezar, rather than bow to a
statue.”

It is natural for people to get scared. How do you think Paroh was able to witness the first few makkos,
and overcome his fear, remaining stubborn? Do you think he had to practice this skill?

“V'lo shas libo...” — He ignored the message, and didn’t focus on it.”> The power of this lack of focus is so
strong that it can even render one oblivious to the makkos. We should all be very wary of this middah, as
Hashem is constantly sending us ways to recognize Him, but only if we focus on them.”

Are there any ways in which you make yourself uncomfortable or distressed in order to impress other
people? How would your life be better if you wouldn’t bother with these?

Paroh was already the most powerful person in Mitzrayim, possessing total control and authority. Yet, in order
to boost his image even higher, he withheld himself from using the restroom all day, every day, so that people
would think he was even a god.” This is quite extreme, but we should try to notice if there are any ways in
which we cause ourselves pain in order to gain unnecessary acclaim.”
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CHAYEINY

A Life of Truth
ee y Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

Shabbos Inspiration 7an' owin N1Vl

As we know, ligging in lernen can give a Yid the greatest geshmak, and allow him to soar above the gashmiysdikka struggles
of N0 DiV. Reb Asher Lemal 2"'xT was the Rav of Galine, Poland, and the second son of the great Tzadik Reb Avraham the
1in] 120.! He was known to be one of the most trusted 017 in the Jewish hemisphere of his time. The meticulous way in
which he would work through his m1in 1217 until he arrived at the p’sak halacha, showed his incredible minn nanx. At the
beginning of the week, he would hear his cases. On Monday he would analyze the halacha. On Tuesday and Wednesday,
when necessary, he would go out on the field to personally witness the source of the dispute, and on Thursday he would
give the p’sak halacha. In his city, people didn’t go to civil court - not only Yidden who are not permitted to do so, but
even the gentiles would beg Reb Asher Lemal to resolve their disputes. Once, when he was jumping for joy after being
IX21n a shverah Rambam, he was so happy that he almost fell out of a window. Just then, a large goy wobbled by holding
a bottle of wine. He was drunk and looked very content. Reb Asher Lemel noticed him and exclaimed, “l can’t understand
how he can be so happy! He was never nJit to feel the simcha of explaining the Rambam that | just did! He thinks his
gashmiyusdikka drunkenness is simcha?? He’s a fool!”

Reb Avraham’s third son was Reb Nachum of Shadik 7''x1. Reb Nachum of Shadik was a |''T, and a great Talmid Chacham.
He was also known for his D'n1iXk N0220. The Chidushai HaRim said about him, “If somebody truly wants to learn the nTn
of 0'n1iN ND1JN, he should go to Reb Nachum. Reb Nachum will show him what that mitzva is all about.” Reb Nachum
was a talmid of a great rebbe. We don’t know who that rebbe was, but Reb Nachum would always tell over the following
remarkable story about him, and in later years, Reb Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld 2"'¥1 would repeat the story in Reb Nachum’s
name. In Reb Nachum’s town there was a Yid whom they called Reb Zanvel. Zanvel sat at the mizrach wall, and he would
get a chushuva aliya, but underneath his fancy fur pelts was something very rotten. Zanvel was an out-and-out extortionist.
If Zanvel would ask someone for protection money and he didn’t get it, by the next morning his quarry would understand
why he needed protection. The local police were on Zanvel’s payroll, and they would be the first to break the victim’s
windows. The only one who didn’t know about Zanvel’s activities was the rav. The people chose not to tell their rav about
Reb Zanvel. They knew their rav. He wasn’t scared of anyone, especially when the Torah tells us not to be. But the people
were terrified that Zanvel would turn their entire town into rubble and ashes! One day, Zalmen the peddler came along
and began to sell little things; havdala candles, shoe laces, watches. The next morning, on his way to nnnw, Zanvel

1

swaggered by the man’s stand and gruffly ordered, “everything into my bag!” When Zalmen complied, and gave him the
bill, Zanvel spat in his face. Zalmen was upset. He began to scream and yell! But Zanvel just shrugged, and laughed it off.
Before anyone could stop him, Zalmen the peddler ran to the rav. “Rav! You must help me! I'm finished! I had all my mino,
and Zanvel came along and took all of it!!” “Isn’t that good?” asked the confused rav. “Good?!” Zalmen cried, “When |
asked him to pay, he laughed at me!” “That’s difficult to believe about Reb Zanvel,” said the rav. “Reb Zanvel is from the
chashuva people in our town.” Zalmen swallowed hard, “That may be true, but he’s still a ganav!” “Look”, said the rav, “I
hear what you're saying. | don’t accept it, but we must summon him to a n1in |'T.” He called his gabbai and said, “summon
Zanvel for a din Torah.” The gabbai’s face turned white, and he dropped what he was holding. “Zanvel?” he asked dumbly,
then stammered, “please rav! There-there’s no time for this! Eh- another day- maybe in a couple of years from now. Zanvel
is such a chushuva person! And-and-and-and this poor Zalmen! Why can’t we just pay him on our own?!” The rav didn’t
like this reaction. “I demand that Zanvel come.” Having no choice, the gabbai summoned Zanvel. Zanvel did not appreciate
the summons. “What?! | have to go to a din Torah with that good for nothing peddler?! You can tell your rav to jump in
the lake!” When the gabbai returned, the rav asked what Zanvel said. The gabbai was at a loss for words. “Zanvel? Uh-uh
Zanvel said, sure he’ll come! No problem! Eh-eh-eh- perhaps the rav...” “Tell me exactly what he said,” cajoled the rav.
“Well, he said that perhaps the rav- uh, wants to go to the mikveh first, and toivel himself, and get ready for davening.”

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur#17, Dial-A-Shiur
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“No, no,” said the rav, “I cannot wait. Reb Zalmen claims that he needs the money for his breakfast.” The gabbai broke
down, and told the rav the entire story. The Rav was astounded and hurt - hurt that no one ever told this to him. “We

|H

were scared!” spluttered the gabbai, “we-we were scared that if you start up with him who knows what’s going to
happen!” “That was not your decision,” the rav said sternly. “The Torah says ¥i'x™19n 1140 7. | am the rav, and dayan,

and the Torah deals with my danger. | am not concerned.”

The next Shabbos, the rav forbade Zanvel to get an aliya. Zanvel responded, “not only will | get an aliya, | am going to take
w'7e).” The rav said that if Zanvel takes an aliya, no one is to answer |RX. When 'wj'2¥) came, Zanvel forced himself over
to the M1im 190 and yelled, “91iann Dwn nx 12712!” No one responded. “I AM WARNING YOU PEOPLE! THIS WILL BE THE
END OF ALL OF YOU! BARUCHU ES HASHEM HAMEVORACH!” yelled Zanvel, although the meaning of those words was
the last thing on his mind. Again, no one responded. Zanvel planted himself by the Torah and announced, “the laining will
not go on until you answer my aliya!” The Rav protested, “this is disrespectful for the n1in 190. | order you to walk down
at once.” Zanvel defiantly shouted, “I will not!” The rav walked up, and slapped Zanvel across the face. Every face in that
shul became red with fear. Zanvel said nothing. He walked off the bima and left the shul. For days after that incident,
everyone kept their shutters closed. Mothers didn’t let their children play on the streets. No one knew what was going to
happen. But nothing happened. People began to think, maybe this is what Zanvel needed. Perhaps it was a mistake not
telling the rav about Zanvel’s underhanded business.

Several months later, the rav received an invitation to a bris. He and several of his talmidim traveled to the bris on a wagon
that was sent for them. In the middle of the way, the wagon driver turned off the road and traveled into the woods. The
talmidim asked him, “why are you taking this route?” The driver simply responded, “l know a short cut.” That week was
N7Y'l N19, and the rav was being N1T0 1'2yn. Soon enough, the talmidim became absolutely certain that the wagon
driver was going in the opposite direction. They tried to alert the rav, but he was so involved in his n"1T0 1'2yn, they
couldn’t disturb him. Eventually, they came to a clearing, and the wagon stopped. The talmidim couldn’t believe their
eyes. Standing before them was none other than Zanvel, although now, gone were his peyos and n'x'y, and gone were his
0'T22 nwn. Now, he was holding a sword, and he was accompanied by some hoodlum friends who were waving clubs
with nails sticking out of them. It didn’t look good. The talmidim turned to their rav, and began to cry, “Rav! We are in

|”

mortal danger!” The rav just continued being N170 1'2un, completely oblivious to what was going on around them. When
he finished, he jumped off the wagon, ran over to Reb Zanvel, and warmly cried out, “Reb Zanvel! How are you?! Vas
machts do?!” Zanvel hugged the rav, and responded sweetly “Baruch Hashem, and how are you?” After exchanging a few
pleasant words, Zanvel asked, “Would you mind if | kill your talmidim?” The rav amiably responded, “Neah, that is not

such a nice thing to do. Let us all return Di%wa.” “Okay, 1702,” responded Zanvel, “if that’s the way you want it.”

The talmidim just stood there with their eyes and mouths wide open. When they finally got back home, the rav said to
them, “Let me explain to you what happened. | knew well before you did that we were in trouble. | also knew that there
was only one solution. As you know, | was being n7¥j'l Nn¥19 N170 1'aVn. The nwna teaches us about Yaakov Avinu’s
meeting with Eisav. Incredibly, we find that suddenly Yaakov and Eisav are good friends. They are hugging each other!
How did that happen? The answer is that Yaakov had removed all nXa¥ towards Eisav from his heart until he had nothing
in his heart but love. Once he did that, it was impossible for Iy to hate him. Exactly like Shlomo HaMelech says in Mishlai,
the relationship between one person and another is like an image in the water. The way you feel to him, is the way he is
going to feel to you. When | realized we were in danger, | knew there was only one thing to do. | removed all the hatred
from my heart, until | had nothing in my very being but love for Zanvel. When Zanvel saw me, he responded in kind. You,
of course, didn’t quite have that feeling toward him, and that’s why he wanted to kill you.” This is the story that Rav
Nachum Shadiker 7"X1 would say about his rebbe.

Reb Nachum Shadiker’s younger brother, Reb Yaakov Leib 7"'¥1, was the rav of the Polish town of Feleszin, and eventually
became the |'T n'a ¥iN1 in Yerushalayim. Their youngest brother was Reb Yisroel 7''¥1. Reb Yisroel had a tremendous love
for Klal Yisroel. He dedicated himself to provide much-needed 0190 for the 112y. He also started a Yeshiva where he sat
and taught the n1in M0 of Klal Yisroel - the many young bachrim who were wandering around with no guidance.
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This was the family who were ©i9) 10in themselves to build up the area outside the walls of Yerushalayim so that the
Yidden of Yerushalayim would have where to live, and this is how it came to be. Approximately, in the year n''apn (1825),
the oldest brother, Reb Shlomo Zalmen, was the Rav in the city of Zeletczov when a terrible epidemic broke out. It got so
bad that there were D'nn lying all over the streets. Everyone was too scared to attend to them. The nYw'Tp NN was also
frightened. What if they catch the disease?! Reb Shlomo Zalmen could not handle the nnq |i'12. He went out with n1'on
¥93 and buried one WiTj 912 after the other. Indeed, he caught the disease and died from it. Shortly afterwards, their only
sister Gittel died. By the time the remaining brothers had a chance to recover from the shock of losing two of their siblings,
word came that their youngest, most energetic brother, Reb Yisroel, had died suddenly at the age of twenty-five. His older
brother Reb Nachum cried, “What is going to be now with the sefarim of 781! 972?! What is going to be now with the
bachrim of 281! 772?! My brother, in twenty-five years has done more than what other people do in a hundred years!”

Although the three remaining brothers lived in different parts of Poland, Reb Asher Lemel in Galine, Reb Nachum in Shadik
and Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib in Feleszin, they shared a common fear. Was there some type of 211D on their family?
Perhaps they were also slated to die. Each one felt in his heart, that they had to do something drastic to stop the anvp.
Occasionally, they wrote to each other that perhaps they should leave Poland, 2Tn njwn nipn niwn, and maybe they
should move to 7xw! YIX. After all, the p109 says, D222 "'l D' 127! [V - where? DY'MIAN? DWN VAW TWX NRTRD 7.
Maybe they should have the ¥j9) N1'0n - and it required a lot of ©¥/9) N1'0N during those days - to travel up to Yerushalayim.
Several days later, Reb Asher Lemel had a dream. In his dream he saw an old man dressed in white. The old man said to
him, “How long are you going to stay over here, being frustrated and not knowing what to do?! Get up and go to
Yerushalayim! The D%iv 7v i1ia7 will be with you where ever you go.” The next day, Reb Asher Lemel gathered all of the
people of the city, gave them a final Nnw1T, and said goodbye. He hadn’t yet told his brothers about his determination to
set out at once, but he wanted to make a public statement so that he would not change his mind. When he finished
delivering his nw1T, before he even left the bais medrash, he noticed his brother Reb Nachum standing there. Everyone
else noticed him as well. They ran over to see who this look alike of their rav was. “Ah! It must be his brother! Probably
came to say goodbye.” Reb Nachum and Reb Asher Lemel spoke for a couple moments. Then, they both started laughing,
and hugged each other. It looked to everyone like Reb Nachum had come to tell Reb Asher Lemel that he had decided to
make the move to Yerushalayim, and he was coming to say goodbye to him. He had walked in after the nw1T not knowing
what Reb Asher Lemel had just told the entire town! It didn’t take too long for everyone to start talking about what
happened. The news started circulating, and there was excitement. The n'nj? planned a magnificent seuda - and then...
another carriage pulled into town. Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib, the third brother stepped out. “Why! What a joy to see both
of you brothers here together,” declared Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib, “you saved me a trip! | came to tell Reb Asher Lemel...”
Everyone burst out together, “You came to say goodbye, and that you’re going to Yerushalayim?” Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib
stood their surprised. “How did you know?” Everyone started to laugh, and they told him the entire story. Within moments
everyone came running! One ran over with a little bit of chicken, another person brought soup, someone else brought
challah. Soon a great seuda was set up. The three brothers sat beaming at the head of the table. Each one was given an
opportunity to [T about the N1y of Eretz Yisroel. By the time they finished it was morning, and they went straight to
nNw. The brothers were elated! They were elated that all three of them simultaneously decided to travel. This was an
obvious D' [N 0D, and they felt the D7iv 7Y i1ia7’s hand guiding them.

owin Mwa we will continue this story. This great family lived in a pr1n11an11 world of Torah and mitzvos, and their struggles
simply helped them get closer to Hashem. By living this way they were tremendously vibrant and full of nnnw.
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Upon the recent passing of
the venerable Mashgiach, Rav
Mattisyahu Chaim Salomon zt"],
Chayeinu thanks

Rav Mordechai
Rosenbaum shlita,
nosei vnosein in Bais Medrash
Govoha and mechaber of sifrei
Ateres Shmuel, for sharing

his insights and perspectives.
Rav Rosenbaum shared a
very close relationship with
the Mashgiach, which began
decades ago in Gateshead and
continued in Lakewood.

1th A1l His Strengl

Can the Rav describe the impact the Mashgiach
had when he initially arrived in Lakewood?

The Mashgiach’s arrival was meromem the oilam immensely.
He uplifted the entire atmosphere. The way he spoke about yiras
Shamayim, about chashivus haTorah, about mussar made them
such a reality. He introduced so many concepts that people
hadn’t really thought about. He constantly talked about the Borei
Olam, about emunah and bitachon. He elevated Elul and the
Yamim Noraim. Each moed was an experience and he brought
out its inner meaning with his shmuessen and hanhagos.

The tremendous hatzlachah he had and the immense respect
he garnered, which allowed him to wield such influence, was
in great part the result of his own personal yiras Shamayim
and avodas Hashem. Rabbeinu Yonah (Shaarei Teshuvah
Shaar 3:164) cites the pasuk in Shmuel, “Moshel baadam
tzaddik, moshel yiras Elokim,” and explains that only a tzaddik,
a yerei Elokim is suited to be a moshel, a ruler over men. The
Gemara in Succah (end of perek Lulav Hagazul) tells us that
“Mi sheyeish bo yiras Shamayim, devarav nishma’im, One who
fears Hashem, his words are heard” The Mashgiach didn’t
demand respect; he commanded respect. His own gadlus and
romemus demonstrated that all of his gevaldige madreigos were

a reality; consequently, people in his sphere of influence were
automatically drawn in.

What was it like for the Mashgiach to mave
from England to America?

It was definitely a major change, and I tried to help him
adjust. I remember when the Mashgiach first came, he was
walking in the Yeshiva parking lot and he tripped on a speed
bump. He couldn’t understand how anyone could make a bump
in the parking lot; it was a bor breshus harabim!

There were certain mentalities and hanhagos that the
Mashgiach brought with him from Gateshead. One noteworthy
hanhagah was how he conducted his seudah on Purim. In
Gateshead, Purim was a very uplifting experience. The bachurim
ate the seudah in Yeshiva and there was a tremendous spirit of
romemus. They davened Minchah later in the afternoon, when
many bachurim were already a little high, and the tefillah was
with great emotion. Many bachurim were influenced to stay in
yeshiva and not go to college as a result of the hashpaah of Purim.
When Rav Mattisyahu came to Lakewood, he introduced this
concept and that is how the beautiful maamad on Leil Purim
came about.



| understand that when the Mashgiach came,
he said numerous vaadim a day. How did that
work out?

Everyone was drawn to the Mashgiach and wanted to forge a
personal connection with him. I personally had a vaad with the
Mashgiach on Erev Shabbos after Shacharis, together with Rav
Osher Chaim Lieberman, Rav Shmuel Felder, and Rav Avrohom
Jurkansky. Rav Mattisyahu was overflowing with Torah and mussar
and everyone wanted to gain from it. The Mashgiach wasn't capable
of saying no, and he gave of himself as much as he possibly could.

How was the Mashgiach able to give so much
time?

The truth is, it was difficult. As time went on, more and more
people turned to the Mashgiach for hadrachah and chizuk and he
would stay up very late at night to help them. Then he woke up
very early to learn and deliver vaadim. At one point, I urged him
to be unavailable at least one night a week, and the Mashgiach
agreed. The next morning, I asked the gabbai what had happened,
and he told me that try as he might, he was unsuccessful.

The next time I met the Mashgiach, he shared with me what
had transpired. First, there was a knock on the door and the
gabbai did not want to let the person in, but it was a father of a
teen at risk — how could he say no? Next, a father arrived with his
daughter who was engaged and was getting cold feet. She would
not agree to walk down to her chuppah without speaking to the

Dancing with the Roshei Yeshiva at the Purim mesibah in Bais Medrash Govoha.

Mashgiach first. Then came another yungerman, and the gabbai
did not want to let him in. But when the Mashgiach caught a
glimpse of him, he immediately told him to enter. “I could see
on his face that he was just diagnosed with yeneh machlah!” the
Mashgiach said. “How could I possibly keep the door closed?”

The story reminds me of a vort Rav Mattisyahu said regarding
Yosef. The pasuk says that Yosef noticed that the sar hamashkim
had “panim zoafos,” that he looked dejected, and he asked him
what was bothering him. Rav Mattisyahu pointed out that Yosef
himself was sitting in prison, in the lowest place on earth, and
yet, he had the nesius ol to notice that something was bothering
another person and to reach out to him. The Mashgiach himself
excelled in nesius ol, and even when it was extremely difficult, he
would think only about others, not about himself.

Can the Rav share other examples of the
Mashgiach's dedication to nesius ol?

We have to understand that Rav Mattisyahu did everything
with all of his energy. He would invest his entire self into anything
he did; nothing was done halftheartedly. As a bachur, he followed
the Steipler’s practice and learned bretzifus until his strength
gave out, and he continued that hanhagah. One day, after he
came to Lakewood, he fainted and there was a major tumult; for
those who knew him, it wasn’t a surprise. He was always pushing
himself to the limit.

The same applied to his limud hamussar. His shmuessen were
phenomenal. They weren't just inspiring insights. He learned

up an inyan like a sugya in Gemara until he
was able to bring out the point. The shmuess
was full of lomdus and amkus, and it didn't
happen by itself. He spent time learning
through the sugyos in great depth until he
reached the final conclusion.

When it came to nesius ol, there was
nothing that would stop the Mashgiach.
Once, a bachur who was a relative of
the Mashgiach got lost in Eretz Yisrael
and Yidden were searching for him. The
Mashgiach couldn’t just stay home. He
purchased a ticket and traveled to Eretz
Yisrael so he could participate in the search.
He felt that his presence would add to the
search and help motivate others to help.
Unfortunately, the bachur was niftar and the
Mashgiach was there to be maspid.

When the Mashgiach was in Gateshead,
he was the baal tefillah for Mussaf on

Yamim Noraim. One year, there had been a



number of tragedies and the tefillos were said with extra feeling.
When Rav Mattisyahu reached the words, “rou hagezeirah” in
U'nesaneh Tokef, he said it with such intensity that a blood
vessel in his nose burst, and blood spilled all over the words.

That bloodstained machzor is still around today.

How did the Mashgiach balance his
involvement with the tzibbur and yechidim?

It was all the same; he did whatever he possibly could both for
the yachid and the klal. There was no zich. He would give himself
up entirely and do whatever it takes to help the klal. When it
came to the issue of girls not being accepted into schools, he took
achrayus and arranged that no school would open until every
single girl was accounted for. It wasn't an easy task. It required
much mesirus nefesh, but that was the Mashgiach's essence; he
was completely devoted to whatever task was necessary.

When it came to technology, Rav Mattisyahu felt that Klal
Yisrael was in serious danger and that he needed to help.
When he came to that decision, he was unstoppable. He left
no stone unturned in his determination to create a revolution.
At one point, the askanim involved in the Citi Field asifah were
concerned that not enough people had purchased tickets and
the event would be a failure. Rav Mattisyahu, who was already
weak at that point and had difficulty walking, flew to Eretz
Yisrael to ask Rav Chaim Kanievsky to come. Rav Chaim said
that if his shver, Rav Elyashiv, would come, he would come
as well, and he gave the Mashgiach a brachah that the asifah
would be matzliach. Rav Mattisyahu immediately left for the
airport. The Mashgiach felt that the Eibeshter required that he
be moser nefesh; once he had done his part, he had bitachon
and left it in the hands of Hashem. That was Rav Mattisyahu’s
approach. One must give his all with mesirus nefesh and then he
can be assured that Hakadosh Baruch Hu will take care of the
rest. When he landed back in America, the askanim told him
that even before he had returned, the tickets had been sold out

and that they were trying to procure another location.

With talmidim in Gateshead on Purim

What did the Mashgiach feel his task was as
Mashgiach in Bais Medrash Govoha”

As the Alter of Kelm writes, “I’hachayos lev nidka’im, to
revive the heart of the despondent” At the kabbalas panim
when the Mashgiach first arrived in Lakewood, he said that
he had come to be mechazeik people, both in ruchniyus and
gashmiyus. When he was the mashgiach, everyone felt that they
had someone to talk to. There were always people lined up at
his door waiting to speak to him.

And it wasn’t only the talmidim in the Yeshiva; it was all
of Klal Yisrael. He was there to be mechazeik nidchei Yisrael.
Bachurim going through difficult times were invited to sleep in
his basement. He was mechazeik them and their parents as well.
He had a “yesomim club”; yesomim called him at all hours of the
day and night. All types of people ate at his Shabbos seudah.

The Mashgiach also felt that he was responsible for giving
over the mesoras hamussar. He was a talmid of Rav Elya
Lopian, who was a talmid of Kelm. Rav Elya had been the one
who instructed him to give over mesoras hamussar to the next
generation. He always spoke about limud hamussar. He was
mechazeik mussar seder and even opened a bais hamussar near
the Yeshiva where people could come and learn mussar at any
time of the day.

What lessons from the Mashgiach can we try
to apply to our awn lives?

Rav Yitzchok Sorotzkin said at the levayah that Rav
Mattisyahu represented the maalah of “Naaseh adam” He was
a mentch in every sense of the word. He had such chein, and
he was motzei chein in everyone’ eyes, from the gedolei hador
to the simplest Yid. He was a model for all of us of how to
elevate oneself and live a higher existence. He showed us how
to make inyanei mussar a reality in our lives, how to invest all
of our kochos into our avodas Hashem, and how to live our lives
entirely for others. @



Katzon asher ein lahem ro’eh,
like sheep without a shepherd.

Inasense, RavMattisyahu Salomon zt"], thelegendary Mashgiach
of the largest yeshiva in the world, was the Mashgiach of the entire
Klal Yisrael. From the greatest lomdim to the most estranged
Russian youths just emerging from behind the Iron Curtain, Rav
Mattisyahu was there to uplift us all. He led us with love, identifying
our weaknesses and spurring us to improve, instilling within us the
confidence that — yes — we could live higher. Over the past few
years, the Mashgiach had been unwell, but we still felt his presence,
as we davened to be zocheh that he would yet lead us in greeting
Mashiach. His loss leaves us groping, as we ask ourselves, how can
we continue without the Mashgiach?

Historically speaking, the role of mashgiach took form as part
of the development of yeshivos. With the introduction of limud
hamussar into the yeshiva curriculum, the role of the yeshiva
expanded. The focus wasn’t solely on limud haTorah but on
shleimus ha’adam. And for that, a mashgiach was needed who would
be completely dedicated to nurturing that goal. The rosh yeshiva
taught the talmidim how to learn, but the mashgiach ensured
that their learning would be transformative. It was his mission
to ensure that they were growing in every aspect of Yiddishkeit,
developing into true bnei Torah and ovdei Hashem.

Shema beni mussar avicha v’al titosh toras imecha. Rav Yaakov
Kamenetsky zt”l would say that there are two approaches to
chinuch, that of a father and that of a mother. A father’s role is to
instruct a child what is right and what is wrong. But a mother’s
role is that of a mashpia. She doesn’t teach by instruction, but by
example. Her daily interactions influence the psyche of the child,
as they are subconsciously absorbed into the child’s very being.

The same applies in a yeshiva. There is instruction — shiurim and
shmuessen that teach the talmidim how to learn and how to act. But
there is more. There is the hashpaah, the aura and atmosphere of the
yeshiva, whose influence permeates the very oxygen the talmidim
breathe. The role of the mashgiach was not only to deliver shmuessen
and give mussar, but to imbue the bais medrash with romemus, to
create the hashpaah that would be absorbed into the soul of every
talmid. Each yeshiva had its own dynamics by which it provided this
blend of chinuch and hashpaah.

The baalei mussar write that the entire world is a virtual bais
medrash. Rav Mattisyahu filled the role of Mashgiach in Klal
Yisrael’s bais medrash. He created an aura of romemus that uplifted
Klal Yisrael as a whole. He was a demus of gadlus, a model of
shleimus. The way he carried himself, the way he interacted with
people with his chein and he’aras panim, his tremendous sense
of achrayus — all created an aura that encompassed the entire
nation. He taught us to appreciate mussar, to love mussar. With
the Mashgiach at our helm, we felt that there was someone who
could lead and direct us, someone who took responsibility to do
whatever he could — and more —to protect kedushas Yisrael.
He cared about our every need, large or small. And he didn’t shy
away from sharing words of mussar, conveying the loving warmth
behind his sharp rebuke.

We can only imagine what the Mashgiach himself would have
told us at this time.

No doubt, he would have chosen the perfect words of chizuk and
hope, urging us to continue down the path he had worked a lifetime
to forge for us. But surely, he would also have exclaimed, “Gei lern
mussar! Im ha’adam lo ye’orer nafsho, mah yo’iluhu hamussarim?”
He would have urged us to learn mussar ourselves, to focus on
our own growth, and, he would have told us to seek out our own
Mashgiach, our own connection to romemus.

We may no longer have the Mashgiach of Klal Yisrael, but
each of us, as individuals, can and must find ways to connect to
romemus, to hear divrei chizuk, to seek guidance and even reproach.
Every one of us needs a mashpia, a source of inspiration that will
keep us climbing higher. As a tzibbur, we need to find ways to
unite together, to generate the ruach aliyah that we sorely wish to
restore.

We owe it to the Mashgiach.

And we owe it to ourselves. @
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Is it permissible to wear a gauze pad or an Ace bandage outside if there is no
eruv?

Since the purpose of a gauze pad or bandage is to protect a wound or part of a
person’s body from becoming unclean, it is permitted to be worn outside. However,
this leniency does not include whatever means are used to hold the gauze or Ace
bandage in place, unless it is considered battul (inconsequential) to the gauze or
bandage (for example, because it is a disposable item, or because its purpose is for
fastening items such as an Ace bandage). If, however, an item such as a rubber band
was used to hold the bandage in place, it would not be permitted to be worn.

Note: One should not use tape to adhere the gauze on Shabbos.

Is it permissible for someone with a sprained ankle to wear a cast or bandage
outside an eruv?

It is permissible to wear a cast or bandage, since one may wear anything that
promotes healing, or prevents further injury. However, one may not cover the cast
with a protective plastic, because the plastic itself does not provide any healing.
Note: Wetting an Ace bandage is not permissible; therefore, one should avoid
placing the area covered by the Ace bandage directly under the sink when washing
one’s hands.

What is the permissible method of cleaning a wound with alcohol?

It is permissible to pour alcohol on a wound and wipe it off with cotton or a Q-tip,
but one may not wipe a wound with cotton or a Q-tip that has been wetted with
alcohol. One should not cut a piece of cotton, but rather use a whole piece.

If one has a nose bleed, may the blood be allowed to flow out on its own? Is it
permissible to cause blood to flow out?

There is no prohibition in allowing blood to leave one’s body; however, it is not
permissible to cause blood to flow out.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| was tying my shoelaces and the lace ripped apart in my hand. Can | throw it out, or do | need to drop it
immediately?

QUESTION 2

The button to my shirt/jacket fell off. Can | pick it up to put it away?

QUESTION 3

The stem of a glass cup broke off. Is it N¥pIN?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

I was in Shul on Friday Night, when | realized -uh oh!- my wallet was still in my pocket! What should |
do?

Answer: Although a wallet itself is n¥pIn, a wallet mistakenly left in someone’s NaW clothing does not
make the pants or the pocket N¥pIn. Since it was forgotten there, as no one means to leave their wallet in
their Naw clothes, the clothing does not become a 0'02. One should therefore shake the wallet out of his
pants. If he is afraid that it will be stolen, he can then kick the wallet to a private area.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

It's a very cold Naw and | want to wear my weekday coat which is warmer. The problem is that | always
keep a few dollars in the pocket. Can | take the coat?

Answer: |If someone consciously keeps money in his pocket, it makes the pocket a D'D] to the n¥pIn. The
guestion is whether it makes the entire coat a 0'D1 as well. If it does, the coat can't be moved at all. If it
doesn’t, then the money can be shaken out, and one can then use the coat, being careful not to use the
pocket that is a 0'D2 even after the money was removed. The ("7-""W) N1IN2 NWN writes that it depends on
what type of pocket it is. There are two types of pockets. One, similar to a typical pants pocket, is when
material is added on to the pants, which creates a pocket. This type of pocket does not make the entire
article of clothing a 0'D1, just the pocket itself is a 0'D2. The other type is like a shirt pocket, where the
outside pocket is sewn over the clothing itself, and the actual clothing serves as the inner layer part of the
pocket. In such a case the entire article of clothing becomes nxpin. If the coat pocket holding the money
is like that, it can't be used at all.

QUESTION 3

| was in a rush N2W 11y and accidentally left my weekday pants with a wallet in it on the bed. Can | take
the pants off the bed?

Answer: As mentioned in Answer 2, pants pockets usually don't make the entire article of clothing into a
0'D], even if the wallet was purposely left in the pants. Therefore, one can take the pants off his bed. Care
should be used not to handle the pocket, as the pocket itself does become a 0'DA.there would be an 10N
ninn |n.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Outwitting the Angel of Death

Many years ago, there lived a great tzaddik and
talmid chacham whom we’ll call R’ Yeshaya. R’
Yeshaya was one of the foremost gedolim of his
generation, a truly righteous leader who carried
the burdens of klal Yisrael on his shoulders. In
addition to the communal issues that required his
attention, he also found himself involved in the
personal tzaros of hundreds of people. From the
most complex cases to the simplest ones, anyone
with a problem found a listening ear, wise advice,
and practical assistance from R’ Yeshaya.

R' Yeshaya had no children of his own, a fact that
pained him terribly, but instead he assumed the
role of klal Yisrael’s father. His tefillos seemed to
have a special power in Shamayim, and he readily

poured out his heart on behalf of the hundreds
Jews who came to him with their tale of woe. He
carried Klal Yisrael in his heart like a parent
carries all the pain of his child, not letting
anyone’s pain go unheeded.

It wasn’t easy for R’ Yeshaya to absorb so much
sadness and pain, but he didn’t have the heart to
turn away suffering Jews. And so, despite the
difficulty, he made himself available to hear out
one heartbreaking story after another, all with his
trademark warmth and kind smile. Afterward, he
would spend a long time crying over his Tehillim
as he pleaded with Hashem to bring those in need
a speedy and complete salvation.

One day, R’ Yeshaya’s righteous wife, Shifra,
was struck with an interesting thought. Neither
she nor her husband were young anymore, and
they still hadn’t been blessed with any children.
So many people in her situation had come to her
husband to request a blessing for children, and his
prayers had indeed helped these childless couples
realize their dream of bringing offspring into the
world. Was she any different than the others
whom he had helped?

Before she could change her mind, she went to
stand at the end of the line of petitioners coming
to speak to R’ Yeshaya. As the line inched
forward, she watched as people entered the study
with bent backs and wrinkled foreheads and
emerged with hope in their eyes and confidence
in their gait. The weight of their burdens had been
removed from their own shoulders and transferred
to that of her noble husband.

Soon, it was Shifra’s turn to enter the study. Her
husband seemed surprised to see her, but she



pressed forward breathlessly, eager to say her
piece. “My dear husband,” she began. “Your door
is open for anyone in the world who needs help.
You daven for the pain and suffering of thousands
of Jews whom you do not even know. So many
people have come to you in tears, not having been
blessed with children. You have not turned away
a single one! But what about me? I'm your wife,
and I haven’t been blessed with children either!
Why can’t you daven for us that we should merit
children as well?”

R' Yeshaya’s eyes mirrored the pain in his wife’s
as he responded tenderly, “You must remember
that Hashem knows what He is doing. It is His
desire that we not be blessed with children, and
therefore we are unable to have children. This is
the very best thing for us.”

Tears Dblurred Shifra’s vision. “I don’t
understand,” she protested softly, dabbing at her
eyes. “Hashem decided not to grant children to
many other childless couples, and yet you had no
problem praying for them anyway. Why am I any
different?”

R’ Yeshaya was silent for a long moment,
contemplating her words. “I hear you,” he finally
said. “I will try to see what I can do.”

That night, R’ Yeshaya made a shailas chalom,
inquiring from on High why he had not merited
children. Being a great tzaddik, he knew the
procedure for performing a shailas chalom, and he
hoped he would receive an answer in his dream.

Indeed, the angels in the Heavenly Court
responded to him through a dream. “According to
your judgement,” they told him, “If you will have

a child, he will pass away when he is thirteen
years old. He will choke on a string and die.
Hashem loves you so much that he wants to spare
you the anguish of baring and then losing a child.
He doesn’t want you to have the pain of burying
your own child.”

When R’ Yeshaya awoke the following morning,
he repeated the dream to his wife, but she was not
satisfied. “Better that I should have a child for
thirteen years than not at all,” she responded,
shaking her head. “Even if Hashem wants to take
him away at thirteen, I still long to have a child.”
“Are you sure?” R’ Yeshaya asked carefully. “It’s
not easy to lose a child. The pain is tremendous.
Who says its any less difficult than the difficulty
of being childless?”

“I’'m sure,” Shifra said confidently, already
imagining herself cradling a child in her arms.
“To be a mother for thirteen years! What a
zechus!”

That night, R’ Yeshaya performed another shailas
chalom. This time, he told the Bais Din Shel
Maalah that his wife was ready to lose the child
after thirteen years so long as she was able to
mother him until then. The pain of not having
children was so severe that she could not fathom
anything worse, and they wanted the opportunity
to parent a child.

Hashem accepted R’ Yeshaya’s plea, and a year
later, Shifra gave birth to a baby boy, whom they
named Yaakov.

From his first moments on earth, his parents were
overwhelmed with love for their tiny son. For so
many years, they had waited for this moment,



watching as their friends became parents and
grandparents while their own home remained
silent and empty. Now, Shifra showered all her
pent-up maternal feeling on little Yaakov.

As Yaakov grew older, it became clear that he
was not an ordinary child. His face glowed with
holiness and his mind was much sharper and
quicker than any other boy his age. He learned the
aleph bais before his second birthday and delved
into chumash right after that. His brilliant mind
eagerly absorbed everything he learned, by the
time he was six or seven years old, he was well
versed in all of Torah.

R’ Yeshaya and his wife were fiercely protective
of their son, barely letting him out of their sight.
R’ Yeshaya would stay with Yaakov when he
went to learn, and at night he slept between their
beds, where they could watch over him as best as
they could. While they knew, in the logical part
of their brains, that they were powerless to stop
anything from happening if it was Hashem’s will,
they loved him too much to let go.

Yaakov grew older, and his beautiful middos
blossomed. He continued to grow in learning,
bringing his parents much nachas. By the time he
turned twelve years old, he established a solid
reputation in town for his diligence, character
traits, and brilliant mind.

One night, Shifra entered the room and found R’
Yeshaya sitting on his bed, sobbing. “What’s the
matter?” she asked in concern.

R’ Yeshaya pointed to the sleeping form of their
beloved Yaakov, slumbering in the adjacent bed.
“I can’t speak now. He might hear,” he mouthed.

Shifra peeked at him. “He seems to be sleeping,”
she whispered. “But let’s wait another few
minutes just to be sure.”

For the next little while, the room fell silent, save
for the occasional sob that escaped from R’
Yeshaya’s throat. Yaakov, oblivious to the
tension in the room, continued sleeping
peacefully, so after a few minutes, Shifra urged in
a quiet voice, “Please tell me why you are

crying.”

“In just one year, Yaakov will be taken from us,”
R’ Yeshaya explained in a whisper as tears flowed
from his red-ringed eyes. “I look at him, I see how
special and successful he is, but then I remember
that in just one year, he will die. How can I not

cry?”

Shifra began to cry as well, her heart breaking in
two. She did not regret bringing her precious son
into the world, but she, too, could not contemplate
parting from him. “What should we do?” she
pleaded through her tears. “There must be a way
out of this! How can I just say goodbye to Yaakov
and watch him die?”

But her husband had no answers for her. “You
were the one who agreed that it was worth the
pain of losing him,” he reminded her gently.
“Yaakov is such a diamond, and every time I
think about him passing away, I can’t help but
cry. I’m finding it so difficult to cope with this
terrible pain. How can I lose my Yaakov? What
will be?!”

They sat there together, thinking about the light
and joy that filled their lives since Yaakov had
been born. They wept rivers of tears as they



imagined their lives without him again. Both
parents could not tear their eyes off their beloved
son, watching his chest rise and fall as they spoke
about their impending loss.

And in the middle of all of this, Yaakov sat up.

His parents jumped. Shifra hastily wiped her face
as R’ Yeshaya looked away, hoping his son
wouldn’t notice his tearstained face. But Yaakov
had seen it, and he’d also overheard much of their
conversation. His face was very pale.

“Father, Mother,” he said quietly. “I heard what
you said. You said that within a year, I will die.
Please tell me the entire story.”

Shifra looked at the floor. She couldn’t bear to
answer him.

R’ Yeshaya stood up and went to sit beside his
son. “It’s best if you don’t know,” he said quietly.
“I must know,” Yaakov insisted. “Please tell me!
This concerns me, and I’m so worried. Please tell
me everything!”

And so, R’ Yeshaya told him. He held Yaakov’s
hand and told him the whole story, about their
long wait for children and the shailas chalom he’d
performed. “They agreed to give us a son, only on
condition that he would be taken from us after
thirteen years,” he concluded. “Now you are
twelve, and in one year, time will be up. You are
destined to choke on a string and pass away.”

The room was gravely silent when he finished
speaking. Yaakov’s mind churned rapidly as he
digested the story. “What if I go into exile?” he
suddenly asked. “The Gemara says that galus

serves as atonement. [ want to go into exile, with
all the suffering that this entails, and hopefully I’ll
merit atonement and be allowed to live.”

His parents exchanged glances, but R’ Yeshaya
had to admit that the idea was a good one. As
much as he loathed parting from his only son, he
knew that this was the only chance for Yaakov to
have a chance of survival. “In the morning, we’ll
pack you up,” he said quietly, and each word was
difficult for him.

The following day, Shifra spent a long time
packing up Yaakov’s belongings. Then the small
family gathered for a final meal together. They
were all crying, but they knew that it was the best
chance they had.

“You are too young to go into exile all by
yourself,” R’ Yeshaya told his son. “I want you to
go to my brother, who lives very far from here.
It’s a three legged journey, and for each leg of the
trip, you should make sure to find someone going
in the same direction that can accompany you.
Under no circumstances should you travel alone.”
He reached for a small sack containing three
apples and handed them to his son. “Before
starting each leg of your journey, you’ll go to the
local inn with one of your apples. Look for
someone who is going in your direction and is
willing to peel the apple for you in exchange for
sharing it. If he gives you the good, juicy part of
the apple and keeps the pits and peels for himself,
then you’ll know he is not the correct person to go
with. If he keeps the flesh of the fruit for himself
and gives you the peels and pits, then you’ll know
he is the one who can guide you and accompany
you, because the point of exile is in the pain.”



Yaakov took the apples, his eyes welling up with
tears. After one final round of hugs and kisses, he
hitched his pack over his shoulder and parted
from his parents.

He went directly to the local inn and inquired
about travelers headed in a certain direction. He
was pointed to a group of merchants, and he
approached one of them. “Excuse me, sir, but
would you mind peeling this apple for me, and
then we’ll share it?”

“Sure,” the man responded. He carefully peeled
the apple, sliced it, and handed Yaakov the juicy
fruit, keeping the peels and pits for himself.

“Thank you so much,” Yaakov told him,
accepting the peeled apple. He began the first leg
of his journey with this group of merchants,
taking care to keep his distance from the kindly
one who had peeled him the apple, as his father
had instructed. It was a long and difficult trip, and
he was very lonely, but he followed his father’s
instructions carefully.

When the first leg of the trip was completed, he
entered the nearest inn and repeated the same
procedure he had done at the first inn. He very
much hoped that this time he would manage to
find a companion to share not just his apple with,
but also the difficult journey. He was only twelve
years old, and traveling alone was a little too
overwhelming for him.

At the second inn, he easily found someone who
agreed to peel his apple in exchange for sharing
it. The man gave him the good part of the fruit and
kept the peels and pits to himself. Yaakov
understood that this man, too, was not one he

could count on during his journey, and he kept as
far away from the man as he could during the
second leg of his difficult, turbulent, and lonely
journey.

After much traveling, the wagon finally stopped
off in front of an inn, and the passengers all
disembarked. Many of them had reached their
destination, but Yaakov still had a way to travel
until he reached his uncle’s home. Clutching his
third and final apple, he went inside the inn to find
someone to peel it for him.

In the third inn, he didn’t have any problem
finding someone to peel his apple. This time,
however, he noted with relief that the man who
peeled the apple helped himself to the juicy flesh
and gave him only the peels and pits. Yaakov’s
face lit up. Finally, he wouldn’t have to be alone!
“Thank you for peeling my apple,” he told the
man. “Would you mind if we traveled together?
I’m going to my uncle’s house.”

“No problem,” the man agreed. “My name is
Yechiel; what’s yours?”

“Yaakov,” the boy responded. They began
speaking in learning, and Yechiel was impressed
with the depth and breadth of Yaakov’s
knowledge. The last leg of Yaakov’s trip was a
very lengthy one, but it was easier for him since
he had Yechiel’s company.

The two spent many hours engrossed in
discussion, and they soon became very close. As
they neared the city where Yaakov’s uncle lived,
he decided to confide in his older friend. In a
hushed voice, he told Yechiel about the
circumstances that had led up to him leaving



home. “I am destined to die in less than a year,
although I’'m hoping this exile will be atonement
enough,” he explained, and then he started to cry.
Yechiel placed a comforting hand around his
shoulders. “Shh, Yaakov,” he whispered warmly.
“Shh. It will be good. Everything will be fine. I’'m
willing to help you get to your uncle’s house. I’1l
go first, just to let him know that you’re coming.
When you get there, I want you to tell him the
entire story. Then, ask him to build you a bunker
under the ground, where you’ll be able to reside.
Living underground in a bunker, it will be as
though you are already buried, fulfilling that part
of your sentence.”

Yaakov’s eyes grew wide as he heard the man’s
suggestion. Suddenly, Yechiel didn’t seem like an
ordinary merchant, but like a tzaddik with
tremendous wisdom and the ability to help him
retain his life passed his next birthday. He listened
carefully.

“Your uncle should set you up with four
chavrusahs for the next year,” Yechiel continued.
“You will learn with one of them from midnight
until noon, and with the next one from noon until
midnight. Then you will learn with the third one
from midnight until noon, and the fourth one from
noon until midnight, before resuming with the
first one from midnight to noon. You’ll keep up
this cycle for a full year, never stopping to learn
until you literally fall asleep from tiredness. But
as soon as you manage to regain some strength,
you’ll open your eyes and get right back to
learning.”

Yaakov nodded. It sounded incredibly difficult,
but he was determined to do it. He remained on
the wagon as Yechiel rode ahead by horse to

inform Yaakov’s uncle of his impending arrival.
Soon, Yaakov arrived, and his uncle embraced
him warmly. Both could not contain their tears.
His uncle immediately built the underground
bunker and arranged for chavrusahs for Yaakov.
For the next year, Yaakov learned all day and all
night — quite literally. Having a cycle of four
chavrusahs around the clock ensured that they
were always fresh and ready to learn, and they
kept him energized as well. He did nothing else
but sit in the underground bunker and learn
nonstop.

As the night of Yaakov’s thirteenth birthday
approached, Yaakov’s uncle knew that the time of
reckoning was about to come. They had tried their
best, and now Hashem would decide what would
happen.

However, the uncle understood that as long as
Yaakov was engrossed in learning, there was no
way that the Angel of Death would be able to
claim him. In order to ensure that Yaakov would
not be distracted for even a millisecond, his uncle
arranged for twenty chavrusahs to sit with him in
the bunker that night. All twenty of them would
be tasked with ensuring that Yaakov’s mind did
not veer away from learning for any length of
time.

The night of his birthday came. Yaakov sat in the
bunker, surrounded by the twenty chavrusahs
who were all speaking to him in learning. When
one fell silent, the next one jumped in, as they
tried to make sure that he remained focused on
learning.

But then someone strange began to happen. All
twenty of the chavrusahs began to feel extremely



drowsy. Yaakov suddenly realized that all of them
had fallen asleep. He was now on his own. It was
up to him to continue learning without
distractions. There was no one else to help him.

He bent over his Gemara and began to learn with
arenewed sense of energy, singing the words with
zest. The clock ticked closer to chatzos, and as he
contemplated a difficulty in the Gemara, he
noticed a crack opening up in the ceiling of the
bunker. His mind still trained on the Gemara, he
watched as a rope was lowered through the crack.
It wrapped itself around his neck and began to lift
him into the air.

Hanging from the string, Yaakov couldn’t breathe
anymore, and he lost consciousness. However,
while his body had begun to shut down, his mind
was still able to see everything that was going on.
He realized that if Hashem wanted him to die, he
was completely powerless to stop the decree from
being carried out.

Suddnely, he saw his friend Yechiel enter the
bunker. With a single snap, he tore the rope and
caught the choking boy in his arms. Yaakov
opened his yes and realized that he’d experienced
a complete miracle. He realized that Yechiel was
no ordinary man, but Eliyahu Hanavi himself
disguised as a merchant.

“Your father is a tremendous tzaddik, and it was
in his merit that you were born,” Eliyahu told him.
“But you were destined to die, and that was a
decree from Shamayim. It is impossible to
outsmart the Malach Hamaves. However, there
was one thing you did have working for you, and
that was your extraordinary hasmadah. Because

you reached the highest levels of diligence, you
merited to be saved from death.”

Yaakov was too overcome to respond, but
Eliyahu Hanavi was not finished. “Tomorrow
morning, you will leave the bunker and tell your
uncle that you survived the decree,” he instructed.
“You will marry his daughter, and a few months
later, Hashem will bless you with a son. Don’t
make the bris until you see me outside in the sun.”
With those final words, he disappeared.

Thirty minutes passed, and the group of
slumbering chavrusahs began to awaken. They
saw the rope hanging through the ceiling, and
they panicked, realizing that they had been
derelict in their duty to learn with Yaakov the
entire night. To their great relief, however, they
found Yaakov alive and well, and he told them the
entire story.

In the morning, Yaakov emerged from the bunker
for the first time since he’d arrived. He told his
uncle what Eliyahu Hanavi had told him, that he’d
survived only because of his hasmadah.

True to Eliyahu’s directive, Yaakov married his
uncle’s daughter, and they were blessed with a
son nine months later. The bris was a packed
affair. The entire town had come to join in
Yaakov’s simcha, and they waited eagerly for the
bris to begin.

Yaakov, now all of fourteen years old, however,
was not ready to start. “I’m waiting for a guest,”
he kept saying. No one could figure out who was
missing, since the entire town was present, but
they tried to be patient as they waited for the
father of the newborn to be ready.



After three hours of waiting, Eliyahu Hanavi
entered the room. No one saw him other than
Yaakov, who finally allowed the bris to begin.
Eliyahu sat down at the baby’s chair and blessed
both father and son. For Yaakov, it was a
tremendous moment, cementing the atonement
he’d merited to achieve through his astounding
hasmadah.
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ON THE LOWER EAST SIDE THERE LIVED A DISTURBED
PERSON KNOWN AS ‘THE PROFESSOR.’ HE WAS A
HARMLESS FELLOW WHO IMAGINED HE WAS 80OTH A

MEDICAL GENIUS AND A HIGH-RANKING ARMY OFFICIAL.

THE PROFESSOR WAS A FAMILIAR FACE IN THE HOME
OF R’ MOSHE SHISGAL ZT L. HE WOULD JOIN THE
FAMILY FOR MEALS, AND THEY WOULD PREPARE FOOD
FOR HIM TO TAKE WHEREVER HE MIGHT BE GOING.

STAND
AT ATTENTION! ...
YOU MUST RPESPECT
RANK/

POOR MAN, JUST
IGNORE HIM!/ HE COMES
HERE DAILY...

A TALMID ONCE VISITED R’ SHISGAL'S HOME AND
FOUND HIS REBBI HAD COMPANY...

ALLOW ME TO INTRODUCE
YOU TO THE PROFESSOR..OH! T MUST
EXPLAIN: I CALL HIM THE PROFESSOR,
BECAUSE THAT IS WHAT HE WANTS TO
BE CALLED!

THE LOUD NOISE WAS DISTURBING R’
SHISGAL AND HIS TALMID, B8UT HE DID NOT
HAVE THE HEART TO DAMPEN THE MAN’S
SPIRITS BY ASKING HIM TO TURN THE RADIO
OFF. SLUDDENLY, RAV SHISGAL HAD AN IDEA...

THIS IS A
MILITARY RADIO
AND IT B8ROADCASTS
MILITARY SECRETS!

PROFESSOR,
ARE THESE MILITARY
SECRETS THAT I
HEAR?

FOLLOW IN HIS PATH TO QECON\E GQEAT IN TORAH AND IN DEED "

"YOM SHABBOSON AIN
LISHKOACH..V'SHOM Y ONLICHU
YEGI'ElI KOACH... YONAH MATZA..”

N T

THE PROFESSOR HAD BROUEGHT A TRANSISTOR RADIO,
WHICH HE WAS PROUDLY SHOWING OFF. HE TURNED THE
RADIO TO THE HIGHEST VOLUME AND WAS SWITCHING
FROM STATION TO STATION.

WELL, AS YOU KNOW,
I AM NOT A MEMBER OF
THE MILITARY. I PROBABLY
SHOULON'T BE HEARING
THESE THINGS.

ovy!eagsal, MY
APOLOGIES! YOU
ARE RIGHT!

it s

R’ MOSHE FEINSTEIN WROTE ABOUT HIS SON-IN-LAW, R’
SHISGAL, “..EVEN IN THIS COLUNTRY A MAN AS GREAT AS HE
DEVELOPED, SO THAT MANY OTHER STUDENTS OF TORAH

— U

NYN IMIN 1 SHISEAL D78t WAS BORN IN SLUTSK, WHITE RUSSIA,
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FAORSSeYe 5 [he Untranslatable
FROM THE PARSHAH Name
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By My Name of Hashem I was not known to them. (Shemos 6:3)

There is a big difference between the Name
Hashem and the Name Elokim. The Name Elokim
can be translated into other languages. But the
Name Hashem is untranslatable. Because only a Jew
can understand that Hakadosh Baruch Hu brings
all of existence, past, present and future, into being.
This is what the Name Hashem signifies.

The human being, as compared to the forces of
nature, is a puny creature that is easily swept away
by stormy waves of sea. The forces of nature act with
tremendous power. A human being is small; he has
no control over them. This is the reality of the world.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu created the world, and the
world is full of dangers. There are sicknesses, threats
to our parnassah, and so forth. Naturally speaking,
you can’t get by in the world. You need Elokim,
“G-d) Who is above the forces of nature, Who has
tremendous, awesome, supernatural powers. He
holds the little human being by his hand and rescues
him from the storms of this world.

This is why, in former times, every person in the
world understood that he can’t get by in life without
G-d holding him by the hand. (Nowadays, people
don’t feel they need G-d anymore. They have a
health plan, they have social security, they have the
media, they have a microwave. Everything is taken

care of...)

Avrabam Avinu came along with a new idea: The
One Who created all of reality it is also G-d! He is
not just the originator of reality, He also stands next
to us, with us. He takes care of us and understands
us. He holds us by the hand and guides us along our
way through a world fraught with danger.

This is what we are saying every time we recite
a berachah. “Hashem,” the One who brings reality
into existence, is “Elokeinu,” He watches over us and
guides us on our path. And we emphasize that He
is not just the G-d of the whole world; He specially
watches over the Jewish people. He is “Elokeinu,”

our G-d.



And the Name “Elokeinu”is in plural. This means
that He is the G-d of each and every individual Jew,
even of the one who refuses to recognize this.

If the Name “Elokeinu” would be in the singular,
there would be room for some fool to come along
and say, “Okay, He’s G-d, but He’s not my G-d. I am

asinner, an evil person. I transgressed all the mizzvos

(J)
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of the Torah and have severed all connection with

Him.” This is why the Name “Elokeinu” is recited in
the plural form. A person can close his eyes and try
to ignore the tremendous treasure that is his, but it
won't help. As long as a person is a Jew, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is his G-d. And He watches over him

specially. o

There’s A Big Difference
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And the sorcerers of Egypt did the same by means of their magic. (Shemos 6:3)

In the first two makos, we see that also the
Egyptian sorcerers possessed great capabilities. They
did the same as Moshe and Aharon. They turned
water to blood, and they brought out frogs.

However, we need to know that the forces
of tumah are totally different from the forces of

kedushah, as I will explain.

There was a story in the time of R. Chayim Vital
about a dybbuk, an evil spirit that possessed a person,
and it was exorcised by witches. People asked R.
Chayim about this, saying that it seems to show that
witches indeed have special powers. He answered
that they put so much fumah into the person that
the dybbuk needed to escape.

I was always puzzled by this explanation. What
kind of an answer is this? After all, they succeeded
in exorcising the spirit, which shows that they can

JCEV

indeed do things. What do we care how they did
it?

The explanation is like this. It may be compared
to a person who has a stain on his garment, and he
wants to scrub it and cleanse it with special stain
removers. Someone comes along and says, “Why
knock yourself out trying to clean the garment? Just
cut out the stained spot!”

To which the first person replies, “Are you crazy?
True, it won’t have a stain anymore, but the whole
garment will be ruined!”

That’s the story with the dybbuk. R. Chayim Vital
explained: True, they exorcised the spirit, but how
did they do it? They put so much zumah into the
poor person that his soul was completely ruined and
destroyed. And then the dybbuk left him. At the end
of the day, they didn’t help at all. @
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Emunah Lessons
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Through this, you will know that I am Hashem. (Shemos 7:17)

The ten makos that Hashem brought on Egypt
were not to take the Jewish people out of Mitzrayim.
For that purpose, there was no need for so many
makos. Hashem could have whopped them with one
big makah and then taken His people out of Egypt.

The makos had a different purpose: before Yerzias
Mitzrayim, Hashem delivered a “workshop” in Emunah
and in understanding what forces control the world.
This was the ten makos. Accordingly, R. Yehudah
divided them into three sets: aNX3 , W7y ,7%7.

The first makah in each of these sets was previously
announced to Egypt, as a warning, and also as an
clucidation of the point. The following 7akos in
each set were delivered without further warning.

It all started out with the plague of blood, as we
know. At this point, Hashem said: 228 3 yTn nxi

1 — “Through this you will know that I am Hashem.”

This was followed by frogs and lice, in conjunction
with which no particular message was stated. This
was the first set. It taught that “I am Hashem.”

The second set began with the plague of arov,
wild animals. At this point the pasuk says: y1n 1yn%
X1 2972’1 238 %3 — “In order for you to know that

%RSHA TopIC

I am Hashem in the midst of the earth.”! This was
followed by the plagues of pestilence and boils, in
conjunction with which no particular message was
stated. This was the second set. It taught that “T am
Hashem in the midst of the earth.”

Then came the plague of hail, which commenced
the third set. Here it says: 112 PX ’3 Y0 Maya
XX 932 - “So that you will know that there is none
like Me in all the earth.”? This was followed by the
plagues of locusts, darkness and the smiting of the
firstborn, regarding which no particular message was
stated. This was the third and last set. It taught that
“There is none like Me in all the earth.”

This formed a ladder of three ascending rungs.
Alluding to this, we have the three matzos that we eat
on Seder night. The first corresponds to chochmah, to
knowing that Hashem exists. The second corresponds
to binah, which signifies understanding the
significance of the matter. And the third corresponds
to daas, which signifies internalizing the message and
incorporating it into the course of life. ®

1 Shemos 8:18.
2 Ibid 9:14.

Ten Big Lessons
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So you will know that there is none like Me in all the earth. (Shemos 9:14)

A Lesson in Three Masechtos

Hashem brought ten plagues on Egypt. If we look

at the pesukim we will see that the purpose was not
to take the Jewish people out of Mitzrayim. Because
Hashem could have taken them out right away, after



one big makah, or even without any makos at all.
That was not the purpose.

The makos were a “public lecture series,” a shiur
klali if you will, to teach us about Emunah and other
basics of Jewish outlook.

This is a deep subject that we need to learn.
We need to get the message that the Eser Makos

communicate.

First we need to know a general rule. When you
want to learn something, even if the teacher really
knows the subject and is a great communicator, you
still can’t grasp everything in proper depth at one
sitting. You need to study it two or three times, make
a ‘thazakah”in it, and then you will understand.

Hashem wants to teach us something by bringing
makos on the Egyptians. There are three “masechos”
to learn — the Bava Kama, Bava Metzia and Bava
Basra of the Exodus from Egypt.

R. Yehudah would give signs for the Ten
Plagues: 27nxa w1y 77¢71.!

We see from the pesukim that the first three makos
comprised one subject, the second three makos
comprised another subject, and the last three 7akos
comprised a third subject. After that came Makas
Bechoros, which is something else altogether.

Hashem didn’t really need to state the explanation
of the makos more than once, but since His goal
was to implant the message in people’s hearts, He
repeated it again and again.

So before the first, fourth and seventh makah,
there are pesukim that teach us what we are to learn
from the three coming makos.

Before the first makah it says: i1 %X 73 YN NXTA
— “Through this you will know that I am Hashem.”
This was said to Pharaoh, who had previously
declared i1 nx Ny XY — “I don’t know Hashem.”
So Pharaoh was taught, through the makos, Who
Hashem is. It’s not clear whether Pharaoh actually
got the message, but what’s more important is that

1 Haggadah Shel Pesach.
2 Shemos 7:17.

we should get it. We are supposed to learn from this

an important principle in Emunab.

Before the fourth makah
introduction to the three coming makos: yIn 1ynY
X1 292’1 238 %3 — “In order for you to know that
[ am Hashem in the midst of the earth.”® This is a

there was an

message on a higher level.

And later on, before the seventh makah, Pharaoh
was warned: ¥R 932 93313 PR D YN Mava - “So
that you will know that there is none like Me in all
the earth.™

Thus, there are three subjects: “T am Hashem, “1
am Hashem in the midst of the earth,” and “There
is none like Me in all the earth.” As we said before,
Makas Bechoros is a whole separate subject on its own.

That’s the general structure of the makos. Now
we need to know what’s the content of these three
“masechtos,” the Bava Kama, Bava Metzia and Bava
Basra of Yetzias Mitzrayim.

Know What World You Live In

The Bava Kama is all about: ’i1 %1% 3 yTn nxma
— “Through this you will know that I am Hashem.”

There is a natural order in the world, and there is
Hashem Who made it.

The Bava Metzia is all about: ’i1 %X 93 TN JyNnY
X1 2992 — “In order for you to know that I am
Hashem in the midst of the earth” What is in the
midst of the earth? Hashem. Nature is nothing but
the ways of Hashem.

The Bava Basra is all about: 931 2313 X %3 vIn
X1 — “So that you will know that there is none like
Me in all the earth.” There is no natural order and
no nature. That’s all a mistaken perception. That’s
darkness. Besides Hashem, there is nothing at all.

Now we will explain. Let’s say a person is afraid
because he needs to pay a large debt and he doesn’t
have the wherewithal. This is indeed a tough
problem. What to do?

Bava Kama says: If you daven well, Hashem will

3 Ibid 8:18.
4 Ibid 9:14.




help you pay the debt. Bava Metzia says: The debt
itself comes from Hashem. Bava Basra says: You

are not in trouble at all. The whole problem doesn’t
exist. As Chazal say, “It’s not the snake that kills; it’s
the sin that kills.”

Here’s another example of the three outlooks. We
can learn it from the well-known story about Nachum
Ish Gamzu. He was sent by the Jewish community to
the king, and he brought along a chest full of rare
gems. When he got there, he discovered that someone
had robbed his chest and replaced the gems with mere
dirt. Now he was in big trouble, because he needed to
present a gift from the Jews to the king.

What’s he going to do? Give the king a chest full
of dirt? That’s not going to be very good for the Jews!

Bava Kama says: Turn to Hashem. Pray to Him
and say: Ribono Shel Olam, look what’s happening

here. Please, please, help me!

Bava Metzia says: The fact that the chest is full of
dirt is from Hashem.

Bava Basra says: This, too, is for the good.
Everything is just fine, but you don’t see it because
the world is full of darkness so you don’t perceive the
tremendous good that a chest full of dirt represents.

In banks, there is a screen on which are displayed
tables of stock market trading. People sit and watch
the screen anxiously to see if their stocks are going
up or down, whether they are gaining or losing.

Bava Kama says: Come on, why are you just
sitting there, staring at the screen? Is that going
to change the stocks? Go say some Zehillim with
kavanah. That will help more than anything.

Bava Metzia says: Whether the stocks go up or
down is all from Hashem.

Bava Basra says: The whole thing is nonsense in
the first place. Every penny a person has in his pocket
doesn’t come because of stocks going up or down.
That is a total mistake. Blindness. Hashem Himself
puts the money in a person’s pocket according to
what he deserves to have. This whole world is full of
darkness. The truth is hidden. There is really nothing
at all beside Hashem.

5 Shemos Rabbah 3:12.

Let’s say a person falls ill. The doctor tells him
that he got sick because he did not take care of his
health in some way or another. Or let’s say someone
opened a store and lost all his money. His friend says
to him, “You don’t know what you're doing. That’s
not how to run a business.”

All this is a mistake. It’s not true. Hashem alone is
true, and “There is none like Me in all the earth.” All

these other things are not like Hashem. They are one
big falsehood.

These are the three lessons that Hashem sought to
teach Pharaoh through the Eser Makos. It’s not just
a matter of how we look at the world. It’s more than
that. We need to know what world we are living in.

Turn Only to Hashem

A person opens his eyes and sees a world in front
of him. In this world, all sorts of forces are at work,
and a person needs to deal with quite an assortment of
difficult problems. Health, poverty, other dangers to
one’s well-being that exist in the world. Ninety-nine
percent of what a person (a non-Jewish one) deals
with during the course of the day is protection and
escaping the forces of nature. He eats in order to be
healthy; he works because he doesn’t want to be poor.

There are things you can escape from and there
are things you can’t. No one can escape death. But
not everyone suffers from sickness, and not everyone
is poor.

Pharaoh made himself into a god. He made as
if he can handle all problems, he can successfully
manage things as regards the forces of nature.

Hashem came and told him: You need to know
that in this world, which is called the “natural”
world, also I have a say. “I am Hashem.” You need to
know that I am stronger than all the forces you can
muster.

This is why Moshe Rabbeinu battled with the
chartumim, the Egyptian sorcerers, in the first three
makos. He played their game, so to speak. He turned
his staff into a serpent, and they turned their staffs
into serpents. He turned water to blood, and they
turned water to blood. He brought frogs up from the
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Nile, and they brought frogs up from the Nile.

But when it came to the plague oflice, it suddenly
became clear that they can’t do everything. They are
not in control of lice.

Now, Pharaoh, you need to admit the truth. The
world has a Creator!

This was the Bava Kama. The first lesson for
Pharaoh and for us. “Through this you will know
that I am Hashem. In other words, there is a world,
there are sicknesses, troubles, but there is also
Hashem, Who is stronger than all that. He created it
all. So we should turn only to Him.

Let’s say a person doesn’t feel well. What does he
do? He goes to the doctor, and anxiously asks to be
sent for an X-ray. This is a mistake. He should first
turn to Hashem, and say: Ribono Shel Olam, 1 ask of

You to please heal me! I don’t want to be sick.

Pharaoh didn’t know this. So Hashem taught it to

him and to us.

Nature is Hashem

The second set of makos — wild animals, pestilence
and boils — taught us a completely different lesson.

In makas arov, the plague of wild animals, the
jungle opened its gates and the animals went out
and came to Egypt. This was a supernatural event.
And in fact, who says that these animals need to be
only in the jungle? Why don’t they go out and come
to places where people live all the time? Because
Hashem doesn’t let them. But now, Hashem gave
them His permission to go out. The gates of the
jungle opened up, and all the animals came to Egypt.

This teaches us that nature itself is Hashem.

Then came the plague of dever, pestilence. The
wild and domesticated animals died. This teaches us
that a person may think that he is alive, but the truth
is that he is not alive. Nothing just is, because nature
is Hashem.

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

And so with the plague of boils. A person sees in
front of himself a healthy hand without any wounds
or lesions. He thinks to himself: And why shouldn’t
it be that way? Why should a person suddenly have

all sorts of lesions on his skin?

This is a mistake. There is no nature at all. Without
Hushem, Who is the “Healer of all flesh,” there are
boils on a person’s skin. Without the “Source of life,”
there is pestilence and the animals die. Without
protection from Hashem, there is an invasion of wild
jungle animals.

This is the nature of the world. Nature is Hashem.

This was the Bava Metzia. And here, the
chartumim didn’t even show their faces, because
life and death are not in their hands, and neither is
health. This is not their field, because here we are not
talking about nature.

Phenomena Absent from Nature

Now came the third set of makos. Halil, locusts
and darkness. This was a new lesson, totally different
from the previous ones.

The plagues that came before, from dam through
to shechin, were indeed miracles, but they confined
themselves to nature. Not so with these three plagues
that came at this point. Hail fell from the sky in giant
chunks of fire and water combined together. Thisisa
phenomenon that does not exist at all in the natural
world.

The plague of locusts emphasized the point even
more. The special point of makas arbeh was the fact
that 19 1 XY PINRY AMND 72K 1D T KD PIaY
— “Before this, there was never locusts like this, and
after this, there will never be” This was something
absolutely novel. There is no natural event like this.

This was surely true with the plague of darkness,
which, as we know, was a supernatural kind of darkness.
It was so thick that they couldn’t even move from their
place. That is not a natural phenomenon at all. @
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