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Across the Entire World
(N3,1) :MY NRM DPIIR) DY PIY 1IN Y PPN NN MY NIYY YIY DIXN PIRIAPY? NN

The Meshech Chochmah asks, why does it say that Yaakov Avinu lived in Eretz Mitzrayim. Why didn’t it say that he lived in

Goshen, where he lived with the Shevatim separate from the rest of Mitzryim?

The Meshech Chochmah answers that there are those who live for themselves, those who live for their families, for their
cities and for the entire world. Tzaddik yesod olam means that a tzaddik influences the entire world, no matter where he is
physically living. The same applied to Yaakov Avinu. Though he lived secluded in Goshen, his influence permeated the entire

country of Mitzrayim, as we find that the hunger in the entire county stopped in his zechus.

Similarly, we find in Parshas Vayeitzei that when Yaakov left Charan, it was pana zivah, panah hodah and panah hadarah
even though he had been learning in seclusion in Yeshiva Sheim V’eiver for fourteen years, according to the Maharsha. Rav
Yisroel Salanter would say that when a bachur in Lita learns a Rashba well, a Yid in Paris will be shomer Shabbos better.

Ruchniyus influence is not bound by time or place.

The concept of tzaddik yesod olam is clear in every generation. The Gedolei Yisroel sit and learn in their humble corners
but their hashpa’ah is felt around the entire world. Their influence is not made through publicity, it is from the light of their

Torah and avodah.

Like the Previous Generation
(9,n0) :NYIN 739% DGR DY NYINIY D98I DY 707 ARY HRIY? 71 72 90Ky Rinn 012 0)13N

Rav Shlomo Bloch, a talmid of the Chafetz Chaim asks why do we specifically bentch our children to be like Efraim and
Menashe? Why them over the other shevatim? Rav Bloch explained that Hashem created the world in a way that we
experience yeridas hadoros. Generally, each generation ends up on a lower level than the generation before them. Efraim

and Menashe, however, were the exceptions.

"9 1Y PYNWIY 12IRII. Efraim and Yaakov Avinu gained the status of shevatim, reaching the level that their uncles from the
previous generation attained. They managed to overcome the natural trend of yeridas hadoros. When we come to bentch
our children, our hope is that they should be able to retain the madreigos of the previous generation, therefore we bentch

them to be like Efraim and Menashe, who were successful in keeping that level.
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The Be'er Yosef ads that “becha yevareich Yisrael” refers to Yosef Hatzaddik himself. When we bentch our children, we look
back at Yosef haTzaddik, who despite living in the most difficult circumstances, was able to grow to be one of the shevatim.
Yosef, as well, is a demus for us to bentch our children to follow in his ways and maintain the highest madreigos despite the

many spiritual challenges that they will face.

Who First?

(3,7m) :NWIR 2397 DIORIR DY) NWINDY DIORD DR T0Y? TRZ HRIY? 7137 73 910K? Rand 0173 D313

The Kesav Sofer quotes the Targum Yonasan who writes that this brachah is given by yoma d’mehulta, on the day of the
bris milah. Why?

The Kesav Sofer provides an enlightening reason why Yaakov placed Efraim before Menashe. He explains that Efraim
represents the Yissochar, the lomeid Torah, while Menashe represents the Zevulun, the baal parnasah. Every father has an
obligation to teach his child Torah, and to also teach his child a trade so he can earn a parnassah. But which takes

precedence?

It is impossible for a person to be simultaneously a Yissochar and a Zevulun, and therefore a person has to choose which
chinuch to provide. The rule is, says the Kesav Sofer, that if a child is trained to be a Yissochar he may or may not succeed.
Elef nichnas v’echad yotzi I’hora’ah, but he can always turn out to be an ehrlicher baal habayis who is yarei Shamayim and
supports Torah and the poor. But if someone receives the chinuch of a Zevulun, he has no chance to ever be able to become

a Yissochar.

Therefore, Yaakov specifically placed Efraim before Menashe before he bentched him to demonstrate that when it comes
to being mechanech a child, we need to give him the chinuch of a Yissochar first, and a Zevulun second. Yesimcha Elokim
k’Efraim, and if that doesn’t work out then he should be like Menashe. If a person first focuses on parnassah there is no
way he will be matzliach. 'n nx' nnan n'wX1 The first chochmah a child needs to learn is Torah, and anything else is a
second. This is why we give this brachah on the day of milah, to display that the chinuch we will give this child is to be a

Yissochar, and only afterwards to be a Zevulun.

The Kli Yakar (in Olelos Efraim) explains the Gemara (Nedarim 81) that the Bais Hamikdosh was destroyed 1212 X7w nan
N7'NN MNA. He explains that to mean that when fathers bentched their children, they bentched them to have berachah,
hatzlachah, parnassah, and to shteig in Toah. The problem was that they didn’t place Torah first, as their first and foremost
priority. When it comes to chinuch, we need to ensure that Torah is the focus, and is a clear priority, while anything else we

need to teach them is a secondary backdrop.
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Rav Aryeh Levine’s Kevurah

When Rav Aryeh Leving was niftar, and his family was preparing for his levaya which was on Friday, they asked the chevra
kadishah to hurry with the digging of the kever so that the kevurah could he completed in the hours before chatzos, leaving
enough time for those who lived outside of Yerushalayim to return home before Shabbos. The chevra kadishah, however,
wished to delay the levaya for several hours, since the ground was hard and stony and they wanted to be sure that there
would be enough time to dig the kever.

As they stood at the entrance of the bais olam debating the matter, the watchman of the bais olam came over, to tell a
strange tale:

A few years earlier, he said, Rav Aryeh had come to him in privacy and asked him to prepare a kever next to his wife - to dig
up the earth and turn it over, so that it would be all broken and soft.

“Why would you want me to do a peculiar thing like that?” the watchman had asked him. And the Rav Aryeh had replied,
“Who knows the timetable of a man’s life? Perhaps | may depart this world on a Friday, and they will find difficulty in digging
the grave, since the ground is so rocky and stony; and then the people attending the funeral will be unable to reach their
homes before Shabbos has begun. | beg you, do me this favor, and dig the kever as | have asked you. Let it please be ready.”

Discreetly, without letting anyone catch sight of it, the watchman had fulfilled the Rav’s request, and due to Rav Aryeh’s
foresight, consideration, and chashivus for Shabbos, his levaya was able to be held early and prevent any chilul Shabbos
from occurring.

Reward for Keeping Shabbos

A girl from a non-frum family, after attending a Chinuch Atzmai school, had become a ba‘alas teshuvah. Her father was in
the retail chandelier business, and each of his children was required to work one day a week in his store. It so happened
that this girl’s turn fell on Shabbos. She was torn between her family and Shabbos, not knowing which to honor. Finally, she
decided that she would honor her father — but in her own way. Every Shabbos morning, she walked to the store and politely
stood behind the counter waiting for customers. But when they asked her how much an item cost, she quoted prices so
preposterous that the customers immediately walked out. The girl was quite happy; she obeyed her father, but never made
a single sale and so was never mechaleles Shabbos.

After three weeks, her father began to wonder why he was doing no business on Saturdays. He decided to spy on his
daughter. Just then a man entered and inquired about a $180 chandelier. “That chandelier is very special,” the girl said.
“That chandelier costs $ 1,000.” The man said the price was too high and he left. The girl was relieved until she saw her
enraged father coming toward her. “Why did you do that?” he bellowed. “Do you know how much money you’ve lost me?”

The next day, the shopkeeper was surprised to see the customer from Shabbos walk back into the store. “I realize that
$1,000 is a lot of money,” he said, pointing to the $180 chandelier, “but | really had my heart set on it. | looked all over the
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city for one like it, and found nothing else. So here,” he added, reaching for his checkbook, “I'll give you $1,000 for it, all
right?”

Stunned, the shopkeeper sold him the chandelier, but only at its proper cost. He then turned to his daughter and softly
announced that they had witnessed a supernatural event. It came from Shamayim, he said, and it imparted a profound
message. “From this day onward,” he added, “the whole family will be shomer Shabbos, like you.”

The Missing Napoleon Coin

At the time of World War | the inhabitants of Yerushalayim suffered from poverty and hunger. There was a special tzaddik,
a mohel, whose financial situation was not that bad and he had saved a special very expensive coin called a Napolean which
he kept on top of his closet.

One day his son, who was seven years old, took the coin and decided to buy treats with it at the local grocery. When the
father arrived home, and saw that the coin was missing, he inquired as to who took the coin and was horrified to learn that
his little son took the coin to buy treats. The father confronted the boy and asked for the change since this coin was worth
much more than the treats the boy had purchased. Yet the boy did not bring home any change. It seemed that the grocery
man had pocketed the change for himself.

The mother of the boy quickly ran to the store and began screaming at the owner. She blamed him for stealing the money
from their little son. The storeowner countered that the child had not given him a golden coin rather a copper one, which
was not worth too much and no change was owed them.

The parents knew that the storeowner was lying and they continued to accuse him. The storeowner said that he was
prepared to go to Beis Din, to prove his innocence and to get the parents to stop with their provocations.
The Beis Din, after hearing both sides carefully, decided that the storeowner must swear that he was indeed telling the
truth. The storeowner was prepared to swear, but the mohel could not bear the disgrace of Hashem’s name being
mentioned falsely. He therefore backed down and exempted the storeowner from swearing.

From that day on the storekeeper’s life turned into a virtual gehinnom. Some people accused him, condemned him, and
embarrassed him while others decided to no longer buy in his store. His life his family’s life and their reputation were
basically destroyed.

Years passed, and one day the mohel received mail from a person who lived in Yerushalayim. In the envelope was a letter
along with a large sum of money. The letter stated that many years ago, during the height of World War | this man, Yaakov,
saw the young son of the mohel in the street with a golden Napoleon coin. He thought to himself that if this boy was walking
around with such a large sum of money his parents must be very well-to-do. Yaakov himself was drowning in debt and his
family was suffering terribly from the famine. He therefore allowed himself to take the coin from the child while having in
mind that he would return the money when he would be able to. He swiftly took the coin from the child and replaced it
with a copper Napoleon coin without the child even realizing that anything had happened. He was now returning the money

CHAYEI N We e li lyS'ImI)I)OS Inspiration



as his situation had improved and he was finally able to pay back. He mentioned the pikuach nefesh of his family as his

excuse for committing this terrible injustice and he humbly asked for forgiveness.

What became clear was that the storeowner had been innocent. He was honest and in truth had not received a golden
coin. The amount of change he gave the boy was accurate and he had not stolen even a penny.

A tzaddik that lived a while after the story occurred, made an interesting observation. “Let’s study the three main characters
in the story, the mohel, the storekeeper, and Yaakov”, he said.

“They have all already passed on and are now living in the Olam Ha’emes. They have already received judgement from the
Bais Din Shel Ma’alah for their deeds.

One can assume that the mohel was deemed innocent for his condemnation of the storekeeper. How could he ever know
about the secret switch of coins that Yaakov had done? He had every right to take the storekeeper to the Beis Din in an
attempt to try and recover the missing money. Proof of this is that the Beis Din held the storekeeper suspect as well, and
required him to swear.

The storekeeper certainly went straight to Gan Eden in the merit of all the humiliation and embarrassment he suffered due
to the story.

Even Yaakov, the Yerushalmi, may have been pardoned due to the extenuating circumstances he and his family were in.
They were near pikuach nefesh and this may have provided Yaakov with the status of one who is not held responsible.”

“If so,” asked the tzaddik, “Was there anyone in this story who was actually guilty?”

“Yes! The people were guilty! The people that condemned the storekeeper, that embarrassed him and his family and those
that stopped buying in the store. Anyone who joined the bandwagon and helped destroy the storekeeper’s life was certainly
guilty and held accountable. Who asked them to mix in and judge the storekeeper? Who asked them to join in a machlokes
that was not relevant to them?! These people were guilty of a terrible aveirah!”

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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PARSHA CHALLENGE
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1. What are two instances in the N7 n that a grandfather kisses his grandsons?

2. What detail does the "7 n repeat about the n7V9 of qoP?
a. Who is the only other person in the N7 that it says the age he was 90V
twice?

3. List eleven animals mentioned in the 2py> m>7a. *

4. Which (0)vav came down five times to ©31? Which came down four?
Three? Two? Once? (Submitted by E. Schwartz)

5. In what instance is the number 70 mentioned in this week’s nv19?
a. List 7 other instances in the """ that have a connection to the number 70.’
b. List 3 famous instances in 9”73 where we find the number 70.°
c. List at least 2 famous instances in ©” where we find the number 70.*

6. apy> suffered from me in his old age,
His father suffered from me as well,
There is someone, who the nmn explicitly says, did not.
| am mentioned in this week’s nw9.
Who am I? Who is he?

7. | was worried we would have a close relationship,
but thankfully we only met once,
However, in death we had a much closer connection,
Although he is not mentioned openly in this week’s nv19
he had a “major role”.
| am mention in this week’s nw99.
Who am I? Submitted by B. Schwartz

Need a hint?

! Three are forms of lions, two are forms of donkeys, two are forms of snakes

> Two in My NwAa (one is a person’s age), two were groups of people, one is after ;10 > NP, one was part of the NN NINN, one is an
amount of NMa7p.

® Oneis in naw v TINY, one was a person’s age, one was a nhumber of years

* One is mentioned in MAN *p19, one is mentioned in the 17N




Angwers

1. apyw kisses omaxy Nwn and 125 kisses the orvav.

2. The age he was q09). In 25 P19 it says DNV WY NXND GO >N and in 1D it says NN 12 GOV NN
DNV M.
a. nwn. In 79 it says 70PN N MY DWW NN 127 (from o — w7 infers that it was the
day he turned 120) and then again in 15720 NN,

3. 1) Ox- Mwnpy oax12y - 2) Lion cub - nmm A M 3) Lion - mNd ¥ y15
4) Lioness - W22 X192 5) Donkey — D7) 910N 10w 7 Y 19) DN
5) Young donkey —wnx 2 7) Snake — 7170y wny  8) Viper — NN oY 1929w
9) Horse — 010 »apy qwin  10) Deer — nnSv nOxoHNay  11) Wolf — 970y ans
4. Almost all the o>vaw came down four times; 1) without P32, 2) with poma  3) with apy
4) after apy>”’s burial. ¥5n9) went down an extra time to get the 7vw. )WV and y1m%21 only went
down three times. 90y only went down twice. N and D9X only went down once.

5. The days of mbax for apy

a. 1) 70 nations, 70 languages b. 1) mw Doyaw DN NHNY D
2) Pn was 70 when he had 2)70 years of 17
children. 3) 70 years of mb»

3) 70 descendants of apy’ that
c. 1)nvoowyaviya
came to o¥n
2) MY DXV 125 NN N
4) 70 palm trees (Nbwa nv9)
3) nmnb onavy
5) The P73 of thenawnn nown )

4) According to one nVvw the 772

weighed 70 oopv.
PARPTR)

6) 70 DMPY (TNYYNI)
* The translation of 790 »bn
7) »n2 9 oy
was with 72 oon.
6. 2apy suffered from me in his old age,
His father suffered from me as well,
There is someone, who the N n explicitly says, did not.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I? Who is he? - Blindness / nwn - (3,35 ©127) 1Y NNNI XY

7. Next week...

Last week’s riddle:

There are four of us in the n7n,

One of us had a city named after him, - the son of yp

One of us lived like the days of the solar year, - the father of nbvinn
One of us was a grandson of bn"axN, - from his wife nmop
One of us is the oldest of the oldest, - the 71192 of 12X
One of us is mentioned in this week’s nwAa.

Who are we? - TN

L,IND DNT 12 PR PYY NTHIAN — NNHY IRITYD
913390 TOIYN 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TIT N2 N2 1572 ,97T DNIAN 12 DINY YYD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MNMNY MM YOO
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Pischei Parsha — Vayechi
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

Which parsha in Sefer Breishis has the shortest space BEFORE it in the Sefer Torah, and the longest
space AFTER it? How big are those spaces?

Parshas Vayechi has only a 1-letter space before it, and 4 full lines of space after it (separating Sefer Breishis
from Sefer Shemos).

How many instances in Chumash can you name where someone gave kavod to the malchus?
e Yosef got a haircut before going to Paroh.’
e Yaakov sat up for Yosef.?
o Moshe told Paroh, “Your ‘servants’ will come to me, asking us to leave Mitzrayim,” a guised, respectful
reference to Paroh himself3.4

How many children did Yosef have?

We are told, “Yosef had 2 sons, before the famine came,”® whom Yaakov describes as, “Your two sons who
were born before | came to you in Mitzrayim,”® which imply that after these events, Yosef had more children.
Likewise, Yaakov tells Yosef, “Your children born after Ephraim and Menashe will be part of their shevatim,””
which implies that Yosef had other children. The Torah doesn’t speak about them because there is nothing
relevant which we need to know.8

How can one “kill” a friend with his nose?

Yaakov gave mussar to Shimon and Levi, recalling, “Ki b’apam hargu ish.” Literally, the pasuk refers to the “af,”
anger, which they displayed when they destroyed the city of Shechem.® One can also read the pasuk as
referring to an “af,” a nose, because one can “kill” another by making a disdainful face or gesture, such as
turning up his nose to belittle another. We must be careful regarding this habit both in another’s presence, and

behind his back.®

Yaakov told Yehudah, “q'nx q1mir nnx aTine,” “Your brothers will acknowledge you,” and continued to
describe how Yehudah would be the head of the other shevatim.!" In what other way did this pasuk
place Yehudah at the “head” of something?

There are 6 pesukim in Chumash which are supposed to be written at the head of a new column in the Sefer
Torah. In many chumashim, these pesukim are indicated by a note which reads, “I"'nw n"a ,Tmy wx13,” citing

an acronym which lists the first letter of each of these pesukim. The “” refers to, “3'nx T AN NI 12

Who died first — Yaakov or Leah — and how do we know?
Leah: Yaakov says he buried her in Me’aras HaMachpeila.’?

19" X" "wn

2'3n"n "N

3'n X" ninv

A 'nnmw navi'an"n "wn
SN

®'An"n

71"an Mwna wty T n'n

&1"o n"n |"am

°ru"n

19 ove Your Neighbor quoting Rav Chaim Mordechai Katz 7"xt
1'n "

12'5 1"0 9100 Noj 1 A"V T
BX"™ 0"
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Name 2 people in Sefer Breishis who said, “Who are these kids?” What was the answer to each?
e Eisav, when meeting Yaakov’s family in Parshas Vayishlach.*
e Yaakov, regarding Menashe and Ephraim.®

The answer to both: “These are my kids, a gift from Hashem!”

We are familiar with the concept that if the gematria of 2 phrases is “off by 1,” they are considered to
share an equal gematria. Bring a support to this from Parshas Vayechi.

Yaakov tells Yosef, “To me, Ephraim and Menashe are the same as Reuvein and Shimon.” In fact, they have
the same gematria — just off by 1116

Name 3 parts of krias shema al hamitah which are in Parshas Vayechi.
e Chazal tell us that the brothers said, “Shema Yisrael (Listen, Yisrael — referring to Yaakov Avinu), we all
believe in Hashem,” and he answered, “Baruch sheim kevod malchuso...”""
e “Hamalach hagoeil...”"8
e ‘“Lishuascha kivisi Hashem.”?

When saying “Hamalach hagoeil,” why do we mention Avraham and Yitzchak, but not Yaakov?
Yaakov is the one talking, and names his ancestors.

In the berachos given by Yaakov in Parshas Vayechi, and by Moshe in Parshas V’zos Haberacha, some
shevatim are compared to animals. But, only 1 shevet is compared to the same animal in both places.
Which shevet? (Hint: In Vayechi, it’'s mentioned in the beracha to a different shevet.)

Moshe calls Yosef “bechor shoro,”?® and Yaakov gives mussar to Shimon and Levi for their attempt to, “ikru
shor” — uproot Yosef?'.

What did Yaakov do in Parshas Vayechi that prevented Bilam from cursing Bnei Yisrael hundreds of
years later?

He cursed the anger of Shimon and Levi, but not THEM. Bilam was forced to declare, in forfeit, “How can |
curse them, if Yaakov didn’t?"22

In Parshas Veyechi, which younger brother received a beracha before his older brother?
Ephraim before Menashe.?
Zevulun, who would support the learning of Yissachar, received a beracha before his older brother,
because, “Im ein kemach, ein Torah,” “If there is no sustenance, there is no Torah.24"25
Yissachar and Zevulun received berachos immediately after the other children of Leah, before their
older brothers Dan, Naftali, Gad, and Asher, who were sons of the shefachos.28
Gad, a warrior like Dan, received a beracha right after him?’, and is then followed by Asher, before their
older brother Naftali.28

%' 2" n'wna

'nn"n

'*p"nyaa oa i 'nn" YT
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207" 2" pMaT
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Name 2 instances where someone cries when falsely suspected. (Hint: one of them is in Parshas
Vayechi, and one in mishnayos.)
e Yosef cries when his brothers suspect that he would retaliate after Yaakov died.?®
e The Kohein Gadol would cry when the Chachamim made him swear not to violate the halachos of the
Yom Kippur avodah.®0 3

Machir ben Menashe had sons. Who served as their mohel, and sandak?

The pasuk says they were, “Yuldu al birkei Yosef,” “Born/raised on the knees of Yosef,” indicating that one of
these roles was filled by Yosef, their great-grandfather.32

Name 3 places in Parshas Vayechi where it is implied that Yaakov found out about the sale of Yosef.
e Yaakov criticizes Shimon and Levi for their attempt to “uproot the ox,” referring to Yosef.33
e Yaakov compliments Yehudah for deciding not to kill Yosef.34
o When the brothers tell Yosef that Yaakov said to forgive them, everyone involved seems to take for
granted that Yaakov knew that there was something to forgive.3®

This week, we will say, “Chazak chazak v’nischazeik.” Who was the First to say, “Chazak chazak...”?
Hashem tells Yehoshua to hold on tight to the Torah, which is why we say “Chazak chazak” after we finish
laining each of the 5 chumashim.3¢

Chazak Chazak V’Nischazeik! — Take a guess: Sefer Breishis contains how many...
pesukim? (1534)
parshios? (12)
sedarim? (43) (Sedarim reflect a system of dividing Tanach which predates the secular introduction of
the commonly used “perakim,” and which relates to the 3 year laining cycle which existed in Eretz
Yisrael, mentioned in Megillah 29b.)
pesuchos? (43)
sesumos? (48)

JUST CURIOUS

The pasuk says that Yaakov saw Yosef’s sons®, but then says that Yaakov couldn’t see®. Could he
see or not?

He could see well enough that he discerned that there were people in front of him, but he couldn’t identify
them.3®

When speaking to Yosef, why does Yaakov refer to Rachel by her name, rather than calling her, “Your
mother”? (For example, when Rivkah speaks to Yaakov in Parshas Toldos, she refers to Yitzchak as,
“Your father.”%?)
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Before giving a beracha to Menashe and Ephraim, Yaakov gives an introductory speech about how
Hashem has taken care of him, and how precious Yosef’s children are. Right in the middle of this
speech, Yaakov throws in one sentence describing where he buried Rachel. Of all times, why mention
this now?
e He was saying, “Even though I’'m asking you to bury me in Me’aras HaMachpeila, please understand
that there were pressing reasons why | wasn’t able to bury your mother there.”*"
Before passing away, Yaakov wanted to make sure that Yosef knew the exact location of Kever
Rachel, because the other brothers (who weren’t her sons) may not have visited there frequently, and
Binyamin, who was a baby when she passed away, may not have known the exact location.*?

Is it effective to give someone a beracha over the phone?

Since Yaakov couldn’t see Ephraim and Menashe well, he had to connect with them by hugging and kissing
them, in order for his beracha to work. Likewise, when attempting to curse Bnei Yisrael, Bilam had to climb to
the top of a mountain in order to see them.*? If so, perhaps a phone-beracha (or curse) wouldn’t work. (Does
Zoom count as “seeing” someone for this purpose?)

Yaakov clearly had some reason to switch the position of his hands — that doesn’t happen by accident.
Why did Yosef try to correct him?

Yosef thought, “The right side is primary, and will contain the primary beracha. Therefore, I'll bring in my
bechor on MY left side, so that when facing my father, the bechor will be on HIS right side. If my father is
switching his hands, he must not realize that | made this compensation, and he thinks that HE needs to flip
things around. | have to let him know that things are already pre-reversed, and arranged correctly.”#

Why did Yosef wait until Yaakov finished his beracha to Ephraim and Menashe before pointing out that
Yaakov’s hands were in the wrong position?

Yosef assumed, “| must have presented my sons incorrectly, because apparently Yaakov wants to put his left
hand on the bechor, to give him intellectual blessings, stemming from his left-side-situated heart, and he wants
to give the younger son physical blessings, stemming from his right-side-situated liver.” When Yosef saw that

this was false, and Yaakov gave a single beracha to both of them, he questioned his father’s positioning.4®

When saying “Baruch sheim kevod malchuso...” during shema, why do we say it quietly?

e When Yaakov’s children surrounded his death bed, he tried to reveal the future*s, but the Shechina left
him. He was worried that his children weren't all tzaddikim, so they reassured him, “Shema Yisrael,”
“Listen, our father, Yisrael” — “Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad,” “We all believe that there is only one
Hashem.” Relieved, Yaakov responded, “Baruch sheim...” When saying shema, we want to say
“Baruch sheim...” out loud like Yaakov, but don’t want to deviate from the pesukim taught to us by
Moshe which don’t contain this phrase, so we compromise and say it quietly.*’

When Moshe went up to Shamayim, he heard the malachim saying, “Baruch sheim...,” and brought it
down to us. We say it quietly so the malachim “won’t notice,” but on Yom Kippur, when we are like
malachim, we can say it out loud.*®
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Why does the word “middah” mean “character trait,” and also “measurement”?

When discussing the anger and fury which Shimon and Levi displayed when attacking Shechem, Yaakov says,
“I will spread them out (referring to their aforementioned anger and fury) among Bnei Yisrael.” Yaakov
recognized that their reaction was too strong, but their brothers’ reaction wasn’t strong enough, so he declared
that their anger should be more evenly distributed, and this “middah” (trait) should be used in the proper
“middah” (measure) by everyone.*®

Yaakov said that our kings will come from Yehudah. When Bnei Yisrael asked for a king prematurely,
Hashem made an exception, temporarily appointing Shaul (a descendant of Binyamin), while reserving
Shevet Yehudah for when the right time would arrive. If so, when Shaul sinned, why did Hashem tell
him, “l would have made your family the kings forever, but not anymore”?

His descendants would have been the kings over part of Bnei Yisrael, perhaps over the descendants of
Rachel. Or, they would have assisted the kings from Yehudah.%°

A strong lion represents malchus. Why does Yaakov compare Yehudah to a “n"x 112” — a baby lion
cub’1?
He was referring to Dovid HaMelech: while Shaul was still king, Dovid acted as a cub, leading Bnei
Yisrael in battle, and Dovid would later become a lion when he was officially appointed as king.%?
Even before his family produced official kings, Yehudah was a “mini-king,” leading his brothers, and
destined to rule.53
A young cub is stonger than an elderly lion.%*
It is due to this phrase’s gematria:
o The gematria of, “nTin' "X 11A” equals that of, “nn7w pai 717,” “Dovid and also Shlomo.”
o The gematria of the roshei teivos in the phrase, “nTin' n'ax A" equals the gematria of, “1i1.”
o The gematria of, “nN A" equals that of, “jwna nt,” “This refers to Nachshon.”®®

”

Yaakov reminds his children that Avraham and Sarah, Yitzchak and Rivkah, and Leah, are buried in
Me’aras HaMachpeila. Why doesn’t he mention Adam and Chava?

Why do we say, “Gezuntheit!” when someone sneezes, but not when someone coughs?

The neshama entered Adam through his nose. Originally, when people sneezed in old age, the neshama
would exit through this same channel. Yaakov davened that he should get sick, as a warning that he was
nearing the end of his life, so he could give a last message to his family. Thus, after sneezing, we declare our
gratitude for “surviving.”*® The Magein Avraham®’, in his commentary to Shulchan Aruch, says that upon
receiving such a “beracha” from someone, one should respond in kind by saying, “Baruch tihyeh,” and then
daven for himself by saying, “Lishuascha kivisi Hashem.”

Why did Yosef have to send messengers to Paroh regarding burying Yaakov, instead of talking to
Paroh himself?
“Ki ein lavo el shaar hamelech bilvush sak®® — he couldn’t enter the palace dressed in his aveilus clothing.%®
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When traveling to Eretz Yisrael to bury Yaakov, the Mitzrim walked ahead of Yaakov’s children. After
seeing how much kavod the kings of K’naan gave Yaakov when they arrived, the Mitzrim allowed
Yaakov’s sons to lead the trip back to Mitzrayim.®® How could the Mitzrim walk before Yaakov’s
children on the way to their own father’s funeral?

After Yaakov died, the brothers were concerned that Yosef would hate them for what they had done to
him, so they told him, “Our father said to forgive us.”®' Although Yaakov never actually said this, as he
didn’t suspect Yosef of such a reaction, the brothers deviated from the truth in order to create peace.®?
Did Yosef spend the rest of his life feeling, “l can’t believe my father suspected me — and now | can’t
even prove to him that | forgave them, because he already passed away”?

The brothers told him, “Our father told us, ‘I'm not worried that he’ll hate you, but if YOU are worried, you
should tell him | said to forgive you.””¢3

IN YOUR OPINION

In his beracha to Yehudah, Yaakov hints that “showing someone white teeth (by smiling) is even better
than nourishing him physically with milk.”®* How often do you smile at people? Are there certain times
when you are more likely to do so than others?

Which activities do you engage in which allow you to feel a sense of calm and focus? Which activities
make you feel scattered and distracted?

When Yaakov gives a beracha to Zevulun, he hints at one of the challenges of business: although Zevulun
lives on the shore, he is forced to spend much time traveling by boat, away from home, and throughout, his
mind is preoccupied with his merchandise which is stored in yet a third place. In contrast, Yissachar, who is
involved in Torah, is “strapped” to his Torah “luggage,” which he carries everywhere.°

If soldiers need to be in perfect physical condition in order to fight, why does the army put them
through such difficult training, wherein they are deprived of sleep, comfortable living conditions,
delicacies, etc.?

Yaakov describes Yissachar: “He saw that rest was good...so he bent down to do hard work.” Yissachar
understood that one can only achieve feelings of calm and stability by developing the habits necessary to
succeed even under less than ideal conditions. True calm is achieved when one can maintain equilibrium
independent of his surroundings.®®
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CHAYEING

Weekly A Life of Truth

Shabbos Inspiration Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIyl

"It was a very long trip, trekking through deserts by foot, in caravans, and by ships overseas, but finally young Reb Shalom Sharabi
7"x1 arrived in Yerushalaim. Reb Shalom'’s first images of Yerushalaim were majestic! He looked at the walls and he envisioned
them as a crown, a crown around the king! The sun set so beautifully! This was it! All the difficulties he had endured were well
worth it to finally be in Yerushalaim. He could point to Har HaMoria, to the city of David, to Har Tzion, to Har HaZaisim! The sun
was slowly settling over its niayn. How many tzadikkim were buried over there?! They would soon be awakened when Moshiach
would come. Reb Shalom immediately asked directions to one place, the Yeshiva of Bais Kel, the Yeshiva for mekubalim and
tzadikim. Shalom didn’t want to be known as a mekubal, but he wanted to breathe the air of the kedusha of that n1in! He wanted
to listen to what they had to say. This is why he had come!

He ran to the holy Yeshiva of Beis Kel and peered through the cracks. No one took much notice of him. Reb Shalom stood there
for hours listening to the shiur of the Tzadik Rav Gedalia Chayun?. The Arabs walked behind him, the peddlers were selling their
wares, but their loud voices couldn’t drown out the humble clear voices coming from inside. He didn't realize that he had been
standing there for a whole twelve hours, until his feet almost buckled underneath him. He sat down on the stone steps and cried
tears of joy! Shalom walked into the Yeshiva and slowly and timidly approached the great {zaddik Rav Gedalia Chiyun. Only a
select few were allowed into the Yeshiva of Bais Kel. Surely, had he asked for a test, Rav Shalom’s great knowledge of kabala
would have earned him instant entrance into the Yeshiva; but that was not what he wanted. “I-l am from Teiman,” Reb Shalom
stammered, “l am all alone here. | was wondering, maybe | could work here as a n1wn, as some type of servant? | will be very
loyal, and very useful, and very clean. | don’t know much, but if | could have the zechus of sweeping the floors of this Yeshiva it
would mean very much to me!” Rav Gedalia saw sincerity in his eyes and said, “Of course my son. It just so happens that we are
looking for a new nwn. We will try you out. But, regardless of whether or not you are successful at this job, | want you to always
come to me if | am able to help you with anything.”

Reb Shalom was very successful at his job; in ways that nobody understood. He sat in the corner saying tehilim and listening to
all of the shiurim very carefully. He understood everything, but said nothing. Shalom would have liked nothing more than to live
his entire life this way, to be known as Shalom the mesharais, Hashem, obviously wanted something else for him. An interesting
phenomenon began to occur, rather simple concepts became very difficult for the talmidim of the Yeshiva. They would sit around
and study pages from the Zohar but they had difficulty understanding them. They had many questions, they saw contradictions,
even the great Tzadik Rav Gedalia Chiyun didn’t seem to have the answers as quickly as he usually did. Rav Shalom stood,
sweeping the floor from the distance, checking the water, rubbing down the dust, but his ears were glued to what they were saying,
and he felt like yelling, but the answer is so simple! Just turn to this and this page in the Zohar! Take out Reb Chaim Vital’s
sefer Eitz HaChaim; he explains it from the Arizal! What'’s the matter with you!? But he didn’t want to reveal that he wasn't
just a simple servant. Each day the questions grew more and more. Each of the talmidai chachamim were struggling so hard!
What is happening to them?! How come suddenly they have such difficulty understanding? Reb Shalom wanted to cry; the
answers were so simple!

One day, while everyone else was sleeping, Reb Shalom had an idea. He took a pen and paper and clearly wrote out the
questions, explained why they were not questions, and put the papers in between the pages of the sefer of the Rosh Yeshiva.
When the talmidim sat around the table again, Rav Gedalia found the papers in his sefer. Rav Gedalia seemed puzzled, “What is

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of tzadikim (Story #45 and #46), Dial-A-Shiur

2 Incidentally, the Chida, in the D'7iTan DY 190, writes great things about the nYi1Tyy of Reb Gedalia Chayun. He writes that it
often happened that when he davened for a sick person, the n'7in himself would wake up in the morning testifying that in his
dream he had seen Reb Gedalia davening for him. He would tell over that he heard Reb Gedalia promise that his n'7'om was
accepted and things would be okay.
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this?” Everyone wondered. For a couple of moments, he studied the writings in front of him, and then, with a radiant smile on his
face he said, “Rabbosai, the answer is so simple! Listen to what it says here!” When he finished, everyone gave themselves a
look like, why of course! Why didn’t we think of that!? Rav Gedalia asked who put the papers in his sefer, but no one knew who it
was. So, Rav Gedalia stood up and said strongly, “My precious talmidim, | am goizer upon you, | decree, that the man who hid
this paper in my sefer must get up now, and he must tell me who he is!” No one moved. You could hear a pin drop. Everyone
stared at each other. All the talmidim were there. In the corner, Rav Shalom sat swaying back and forth by a tehilim He reasoned,
Rav Gedalia Chiyun’s words don’t apply to me since | am not officially one of the talmidim. This scene repeated itself for several
days, if not weeks. There were difficulties, and in the morning when Rav Gedalia Chiyun came in, he found these papers with
clear, beautiful explanations. Talmidim tried all sorts of ways to uncover this mystery person, but Rav Shalom was too smart for
them. The mystery remained a mystery for a while, but nmvin jn Rav Shalom’s plan was not destined to succeed.

It was actually Chana, the daughter of Rav Gedalia Chiyun who took it upon herself get to the bottom of this. She was clever and
filled with o' nx'. From her window across the alley from the Yeshiva she could see into the building. One night, as she
stood behind her curtain staring intently at the empty room across the alleyway, everything became clear. She saw the whole
story, the simple naein was far from a simple nwn, and she was the one to break the news to her great father Rav Gedalia. It
didn’t take long before the Rosh Yeshiva was leading Rav Shalom to the head of the table, and Rav Shalom was installed as the
Rebbe. Now, every talmid was thinking the same thing to himself. Oh no. I used to say, Shalom, bring me a coffee. Shalom,
please clean up over here. Shalom, it’s a little bit dirty in the corner. They all turned to him with the look, Shalom, Shalom, please
be 7nin us! We didn’t know! Shalom himself couldn’t ook at them because he was looking down. He wanted so badly to leave,
but Rav Gedalia Chiyun made sure that that was not going to happen. Ultimately, Reb Shalom became the son-in-law and
successor of Rav Gedalia Chiyun as the Rosh Yeshiva of the Yeshiva of Bais Kel.

In those days it was the ann for Jews even from outside 787w yIx to come to the tzadik’s house on Yom Tov, and kiss his
hands, and receive a bracha from him. The great, rich and powerful Reb Shaul Parachi (who we mentioned in last week’s issue)
had no idea that his servant boy was none other than the person he was told had assumed the mantle of leadership of the Yeshiva
of Beis Kel. All he knew was that Rav Gedalia Chiyun had passed away and that his son-in-law was also supposed to be a great
and hidden tzadik. Rav Shaul figured that on Succos he would travel from Damascus to ‘7x " yIx to meet this new son-in-law.
Reb Shaul Parachi came to Yerushalaim. He humbly walked up the steps to the Yeshiva of Bais Kel. People waited in line. When
they saw Reb Shaul, everyone moved away. Reb Shaul, very majestically stepped forth, and was prepared to take the hand of
the son-in-law, the new Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Kel, Rav Shalom Sharabi, and to kiss his hand. When he bowed respectfully before
him, Reb Shaul noticed for the first time close up the face of Rav Shalom Sharabi, and his brow wrinkled. He was thinking, could
it be? Oh no! This is the one that was my nawin! He was my wagon driver! | slapped him and yelled “you schlimazel! You
almost killed me!” | said those words?! These hands hit this great j7*1¥ and 721;77m7?! Reb Shaul’s face turned deathly white! He
fell back! His two servants had to hold him up for support! Was he ill?! Someone ran to fetch the doctor! Somebody else came
running over with a bucket of water! Rav Shalom stepped forward and he said, “What is the matter, Reb Shaul? What is happening
over here? Why do you look this way?” You don’t understand,” cried Reb Shaul. “You don't remember who | am!!” The w"wn
smiled, “ don't remember who you are? Of course, | remember who you are. | spent wonderful days in your household!”
“Wonderful days!!? Holy Rebbe, | used you as a bus boy! | even slapped you when you didn’t control the horses!!” “| deserved to
be slapped. | wasn't thinking!” Rav Shalom reassured him, “The horses were running so wildly that the wagon almost turned over!
Please Reb Shaul! What kind of a person do you think | am?! You think | would be upset at you? Those couple of weeks | spent
in your wonderful home were the greatest weeks of my life! | had such privacy! Each day was so sweet! | had all the best! | was
able to learn in that special Yeshiva of yours. No one bothered me. And you allowed me to be your nawn! You allowed me to do
things which you knew | had no idea how to do out of n11nn for me! My heart is full of aivn m120 to you for giving me
some of the best weeks of my life!”

From then on Reb Shaul accepted upon himself to devote a great part of his wealth to be the supporter of the Yeshiva of Beis
Kel. A friendship had been forged that would be unmatched for many, many years to come.

Rav Shalom could have gone to Yeshivas Beis Kel and have been accepted right away. However, the only thing that mattered
to him was his relationship with Hashem. At that point he felt he could accomplish more as a nwn and was didn't let the nii'ta
associated with that bother him at all.

2|A Life of Truth
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Is it permissible to use an electronic (digital) thermometer?

It is not permissible to use an electronic thermometer unless using one is a matter
of pikuach nefesh. If a person is in the hospital and a nurse wishes to take his
temperature with a thermometer that was turned on prior to inserting it into his
mouth, it is preferable not to have it taken orally since closing one’s mouth
activates the thermometer. If possible, the temperature should be taken instead by
the nurse inserting the thermometer into a closed armpit so that the electronic
mechanism is not activated by the patient but rather by the nurse. If this is not
feasible, a choleh may be lenient and have his temperature taken orally even
though he will close his mouth after the thermometer is placed inside. If the type of
thermometer used by the nurse requires a button to be pressed, it is permissible to
allow the nurse to take his temperature orally provided that the nurse will press
the button to switch on the thermometer after the patient’s mouth is closed.

Is it permissible to smear Vaseline on a thermometer?

When using a rectal thermometer to take a child’s temperature, one may not smear
Vaseline on the thermometer. It is permissible, however, to merely insert the
thermometer into a jar of Vaseline and remove it, leaving a residue of Vaseline on
it.

Is it permissible to use a tissue or cotton dipped into alcohol to sterilize the
thermometer?

One may not use a tissue or cotton soaked with alcohol to sterilize the
thermometer. However, it is permissible to pour alcohol on the thermometer and
wipe it off with a tissue.

Is it permissible to apply cream to a wound or burn?

Cream may be applied to the wound of a child, as well as to that of an adult if the
wound is painful, or is likely to become so if left untreated. The extent of the pain
must be disturbing to the adult’s normal functioning. The cream should be applied
without smearing (e.g. by dabbing or pressing) and with a shinui (in an unusual
fashion), since the leniency of applying cream for a choleh is only permitted when
using a shinui. If necessary, one may smear the cream with a shinui (backhanded) in
a way that allows the cream to be absorbed into the skin and not merely be spread
on top.

Note: Tubes of cream that are opened by puncturing the seal with the pointed tip
on the back of the cap should be opened before Shabbos.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

Why don’t D121 approve of an 2IN'Y on busier streets such as Route 9 or Central Ave. even though there aren’t 600,000 people using it?

QUESTION 2

| live on a residential street in town. Is there any reason to be 'nNN and not use the 2N'W?

QUESTION 3

If | use the 2"V in my city, is there any reason not to use the Flatbush an'y?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

The garbage in my kitchen is in a pull-out cabinet. Is there any problem using it on naw?

Answer: Garbage bags that get filled up on naw usually are not a n¥pIn issue. Garbage is made up of many disposable items that
people throw out, which are halachically still considered D"72 and are not nXpin since they are still usable. Therefore, the cabinet
holding the garbage doesn't become a 1IONN 1277 0'D2. However, ('T-N"W) YNV N7 is stricter about objects that get thrown out
before Naw, as these may very well become nxpin at the onset of NW. If so, in a case where there was garbage in the cabinet at the
beginning of Nw, the cabinet may become a 0'D1, and one wouldn't be able to open it for the entire NaW. The best way to
circumvent this issue is by keeping an extra unused garbage bag in the cabinet, making it a 21nINN 1277 0’01, and allowing it to be
used. If one forgets, there is much room for leniency, as there are those who hold that fully usable D*72 (disposable spoons, plates
etc.) never become nXpin, even when thrown out before naw.

QUESTION 2

Can | move my garbage can to the table to throw things out?

Answer: A garbage can would have the same Halachic status as a pull-out cabinet, as it may become nxpin if there is garbage in it
at the beginning of Naw. This is not such a large problem, as people don’t generally move around their garbage cans, and there is
more reason to be lenient about opening the lid, even if the can itself is N¥pINn. However, it would be prudent to keep an extra
unused garbage bag at the bottom of the can, allowing it to be moved if a need comes up.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 3

Is my large garbage cannister that is kept outside n¥pin?

Answer: The outside cannister has a possible NXpin issue from the garbage that was thrown out before Naw. Keeping an unused
garbage bag in it may not work, since it is not a typical use of an outside cannister to hold an unused garbage bag, and it therefore
would become a 0'D2 to the garbage it is made to hold. One can be lenient to open the lid in order to put the garbage in it, but should
stay away from actually moving it if possible.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT Nniw 11y1 7NW N0 Ny

QUESTION 1

| try not to take showers on a Taanis. (see Shaar Hatziyon 550:8) With Assara
Bi -Teves coming out on Friday this year, should | give up my showers that's
lekovod Shabbos because of the fast?

Answer: One should take his regular shower for Shabbos even though it is a fast day.

QUESTION 2

After fasting for the day, | can’t bring myself to break the fast on the wine from Kiddush. Can | give someone else to drink instead, or
is it better for someone else to make Kiddush? My bar-mitzvah boy would be excited to make kiddush instead of me.

Answer: A “Molei Lugmov’- Cheek full of wine, which is around 1.50z (depending on the size of the person) must be drunk from
kiddush. One person should drink the entire cheekfull, and the Shulchan Aruch brings the Geonim hold it should specifically be the
person making kiddush. The Mishna Berura writes to follow this Lechatchila, while the Aruch Hashulchan (35) seems to argue.
Therefore, if the head of the household feels uncomfortable to give someone eles to make kiddush, he can rely on the lenient opinion.
Giving a Bar-Mitzvah boy to say Kiddush is incorrect, as the Mishna Berura (271:3) writes we do not rely on a “Chazzaka” for the mitzvah
of kiddush that the boy is Halachically an adult, until he is older. If one can drink grape juice, it circumvents the entire problem.

QUESTION 3

| always need a coffee with milk after fasting. Could | drink a coffee after kiddush and then wash afterwards? Or should | have the
coffee after the Hamotzi even though the meal is Fleishigs?

Answer: One should try not to interrupt between Kiddush and the seudah. The Mishna Berura writes not even for a short interruption,
while the Aruch Hashulchan (273:4) writes that this means only a longer interruption. Therefore, it would be better to have the coffee
after the Hamotzi, especially if someone is sipping the coffee very slowly. Although the meal will consisit of both milk and meat, the
Mishna Berura (494:16) allows this, as long as one eats a mouthful of food and drinks a mouthful of liquid in between.

However, some people are makpid on the Zohar who writes not to have milk and meat in one meal. Such a person could drink the
coffee quickly before washing, or rely on the Aruch Hashulchan who is more lenient as mentioned above. No bracha is made on the
coffee as the “Pri Hagefen” on the wine works for all drinks if he drank a cheek full of wine(see biur Halacha at beginning of 174). If
someone wants, they could have some cake with coffee to fulfill “Kiddush Bimkoim Seudah”, and then wash later.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Passing the Torch

The Torah is made up of two components, the
hidden and the revealed. Toras haNiglah, the
revealed Torah, includes Gemara and Agadah,
while Toras haNistar, the hidden Torah contains
Kabbalah, which is concealed from the common
man. Only the greatest of tzaddikim delved into
the hidden Torah and the secrets it contains.

During the times of the rishonim, Rav Yehuda
HaChasid was very well versed in all the secrets
of Kabbalah. While he did not discuss these
secrets with anyone, Rav Yehudah Hachasid
chose to divulge everything he knew about
Kabbalah to one of his closest disciples, Rav
Eliezer of Worms, known as the Rokeach. This
was to ensure that the kabbalistic teachings would

not be forgotten from klal Yisrael with the passing
of generations.

The Rokeach was a tremendous tzaddik and an
ascetic who derived little enjoyment from
physical pleasures in This World. He was so holy
and pure that he fasted every single day of the
week and only ate on Shabbos. His body was
therefore very gaunt and unbelievably weak.

He lived in Ashkenaz, where he served as rav of
a town, during a very difficult time in Jewish
history, when the gentiles tried to force the Jews
to convert to their faith. Thousands of Jews were
murdered al kiddush Hashem when they refused
to give up their Yiddishkeit and instead gave up
their lives.

As rav, he had a front row seat to the tremendous
suffering that the members of his community
underwent. Many of the Jews in his town were
burned to death when they refused to renounce
their belief in Hashem. The vicious gentiles even
forced him to witness as they butchered his wife,
his two daughters, and his son before his very
eyes. Despite the danger, he remained in town so
that he could be with his community during their
grimmest hour.

As the Rokeach aged, he realized that he alone
bore responsibility for transmitting his knowledge
of kabbalah to a new generation. In the Spanish
and Moroccan communities of Sefarad, there
were many tzaddikim who were versed in
Kabbalah such as the Raavad and Rav Yitzchak
Saginahar. However, in the Ashkenazic lands of
Germany and France, where he lived, there
wasn’t really anyone who knew the hidden Torah,
and it was his duty to ensure that it would
nevertheless endure.



When he heard about the holy Ramban, a great
gaon and tzaddik who had written a commentary
on Chumash and Shas, the Rokeach decided that
this was the man to whom he would transfer
everything he’d learned about kabbalah from his
own rebbi, Reb Yehuda Hachassid. As reluctant
as he was to take leave of his community, he knew
that teaching the Ramban kabbalah was vital for
the continuity of this teaching in Ashkenaz, and
so he began to prepare for the trip to visit the
Ramban.

When he told his students and his remaining
family members about his plans, they were
understandably devastated. “How can you leave
us, like sheep without a shepherd, during this
terrible time? You can’t leave now!”

He tried to explain to them how important it was,
considering the fact that he did not have much
time left in the world. The winter was ending, the
weather was better for traveling, and he wanted to
set out immediately.

This led them to try a new line of reasoning.
“How can you leave before Pesach?” his students
argued. “The most difficult halachic queries come
to you before Pesach. You need to be here, for
your community, to answer their questions.”

The Rokeach heard them out, and seemed to agree
that it was unfair to leave the community during
such a busy time. “I will leave after chatzos on
erev Pesach,” he told his students. “I’ll be here to
rule on all the halachic issues that present
themselves before Pesach. By chatzos, after
everyone is anyway ready, I’ll be able to leave.”

His students looked at each other. “But on erev
Pesach after chatzos, one is not even allowed to
travel from one city to the next,” one of them
dared to say. “The Ramban lives much further

than just the next city. How will Rebbi get there
before yom tov?”

The Rokeach didn’t seem perturbed by this. “You
worry about your things, and I’ll worry about
mine,” he said mildly. “And remember that all
questions can be asked until erev Pesach at
chatzos.”

Immediately after Purim, the shailos began
pouring in. Most of the Rokeach’s time was
occupied with ruling on halachic matters
pertaining to Pesach. He continued accepting and
answering questions throughout the morning on
erev Pesach. Then he burned his chametz and
packed up his bags.

His students, who had never really accepted the
fact that he would be leaving them, began to cry.
“How can you leave us now, on erev Pesach?”
they wailed.

The Rokeach took a few matzos and gave firm
instructions that he not be followed. Then, with
the sounds of his talmidim weeping
accompanying the squeaking of the wagon
wheels, he left town.

About thirty minutes into the journey, while the
wagon rolled along a dirt path in the forest, the
Rokeach instructed the wagon driver to let him
off. “You continue onward, and I'll stay here,” he
explained, gesturing at the trees surrounding
them.

The driver waited for him to disembark and then
whipped the horses, riding off in a cloud of dust.
Now the Rokeach was standing in the forest, all
alone.

He walked until he found a deserted clearing,
away from the road. It was a secluded and
peaceful spot, untainted by the hands of man. His



holy senses could feel that the air was truly pure
and free of spiritual contamination. Closing his
eyes, he began concentrating on kabbalah,
performing a kabbalistic ritual to have kefitzas
haderech, a shortened journey. Minutes later, he
was in the town of the Ramban.

It was still early afternoon on erev Pesach, and so
the Rokeach decided to go the local shul to wait
for the Ramban. The shul was empty when he
arrived, and he settled down at the back of the bais
medrash to wait.

The door of the shul swung open, and a
distinguished looking talmid chacham entered,
escorted on both sides by students. The Rokeach
immediately deduced that this was the holy
Ramban. The Ramban, too, noticed the Rokeach,
since there was no one else in the room. However,
the Rokeach was dressed in tattered clothing like
a wandering pauper, and he had no idea who he
was.

Seeing a newcomer to town, the Ramban
approached the Rokeach and held out his hand in
greeting. “Shalom aleichem.”

“Aleichem shalom,” the Rokeach responded,
shaking his hand.

“Would you like to be my guest for Pesach?”” the
Ramban offered with a kind smile.

“Thank you, I would like that very much,” the
Rokeach responded. “I will be your guest on
condition that you allow me to deliver a speech in
shul.”

The Ramban was slightly taken aback by this. He
sized up the Rokeach, who was dressed like a
typical beggar, and tried to think of a tactful
response. Before he managed to reply, however,

the shul began to fill up with people and davening
began.

When the tefillos were over, the gabbai gave a
loud bang on the bimah. “Rabbosai!” he
thundered. “Don’t forget that tomorrow, the first
day of Pesach, coincides with the gentile holiday
of Easter. It is dangerous to walk through the main
streets during daytime. All women and children
should remain at home. Men should be careful to
use only the side streets when coming to shul. Too
many tragedies have happened in past years. May
Hashem help us that there should be no more
sacrifices this year.”

In the city where the Ramban lived, the gentiles
did not allow Jews to be on the streets during
Easter. Any Jew caught on the streets was burned
by the bloodthirsty mobs. The Jews were
therefore very careful to avoid all the main roads
and only use the side roads if they had to get
somewhere.

The people began to stream out of the shul,
worried expressions on their faces. No one knew
what the next day would bring, but for now, it was
leil shimurim. 1t was time to conduct the seder and
remember the miracles that Hashem performed to
ensure the continuity of His nation.

The Rokeach joined the Ramban on his way home
from shul. The house was full of children and
students, and they made place around the table for
their new guest. The Rokeach took out his matzos
and sat quietly throughout the seder, his head bent
over a sefer. He did not participate in the divrei
Torah and Torah battles that flew across the table.
No one paid much attention to the unassuming
guest.

The Ramban’s seder took the entire night, only
ending when the sun came out. When everyone



stood up to leave the table, the Ramban looked
apologetically at his guest. “Would you like to
rest now for a few hours?”

“I will sleep in the hekdesh,” the Rokeach
responded, referring to the hostel that had been set
up by the Jewish community for paupers.

“Please make sure to use only the side streets on
your way there,” the Ramban cautioned him. “It’s
dangerous to be in the main streets today.”

“I’ll be careful,” the Rokeach assured him. He
thanked him for the seder and went to the
hekdesh, but he did not sleep.

When it was time for Shacharis, there was a
feeling of terror in the throats of every Jew. They
slipped out their back doors and made their way
through the alleyways to shul, taking care to
remain out of sight. No one wanted to be the
Easter victim of the year.

The Rokeach left the hekdesh and made his way
to the main streets. A Jew, noticing from his
window, called to him to come inside out of
danger, but he ignored him. He walked leisurely
down the main road toward the shul, seemingly
oblivious to the danger awaiting him.

Within seconds, three gangsters descended upon
him, locking him in their iron grip and binding his
hands and feet. Their friends streamed toward
them in all directions, congratulating them on
their catch. They had their victim, and now it was
time to have their fun.

As they dragged the Rokeach down the streets,
the Jew who had witnessed the entire episode
from his window hurried out his back door and
burst hysterically into the shul. “The old beggar,
that newcomer who ate the seder by the Ramban!

'”

They caught him

From outside, they could hear the jeers of the
excited crowds. Then the town crier began to
blare, “We’ve caught a Jew! We’ve caught a Jew!
This year’s Easter celebration is ready to begin!”

The Ramban, hearing the news, felt terribly
guilty. How had he allowed his guest to leave his
home? He should have given him an escort at
least, someone to protect him and ensure that he
didn’t stumble into danger. When the time came
for Hallel, he found that he couldn’t recite it. He
couldn’t conjure up the feelings of joy that go part
and parcel with Hallel when a Jew in his city was
about to die.

The door of the shul suddenly burst open and the
people shrunk back in fear. Two burly gentiles
walked in, demanding to speak to the rabbi.

The Ramban stepped forward. “How can I help
you?” he asked them.

“We want you to come witness the burning of the
Jew,” the gentiles insisted. “You, and all the
people in the shul.”

The Ramban closed his eyes momentarily. He
understood that if he did not obey, the entire
Jewish population of the city was in mortal
danger. With no other choice, he removed his
tallis and put on his coat. His students surrounded
him protectively as he left the shul. Bringing up
the rear was a group of Jews from the shul.

As they neared, they could hear the sounds of the
priest’s fanatic yelling. When they got even
closer, they could see him standing on a large
platform as he shouted about the significance of
their holiday and the importance of burning a Jew
to bring harmony to the world. “Only if he
becomes a Catholic can he escape death!” the
priest thundered.



A large wooden cross was brought onto the stage,
and the entire crowd of gentiles bowed. The
Ramban, along with his students and the Jews
from the shul, gasped in anguish as the Rokeach
was tied to the cross. Tears rolled down their
cheeks as they tried to avert their gaze.

“I now call upon the Jewish rabbi,” the priest
suddenly declared. All eyes turned to the
Ramban. “Come up here, and tell this man to
become a Catholic so that he will be saved.”

The Ramban quietly made his way to the front of
the square until he was face to face with his
former guest.

The Rokeach opened his eyes. “Good yom tov,”
he wished the Ramban.

The Ramban began to cry. “This is my fault,” he
apologized. “I should never have let you leave my
house. Please forgive me!” Then, instead of
encouraging the condemned man the way the
priest hoped, he added, “You must go to your
death al kiddush Hashem. Don’t heed their calls
to renounce your faith. Hashem elokeinu Hashem
Echod!”

The Rokeach nodded. “Please, do me a favor,” he
whispered.

The Ramban leaned forward. “What can I do for
you?”’

“Please don’t make kiddush until I come back,”
the Rokeach replied. “And I want to say a speech
in shul.”

The Ramban looked at him pityingly, sure that his
former guest had lost his mind from fear. He
stepped back as the priest stood up again.

“Accept this cross or else you will be burned,” the
priest thundered.

“No,” the Rokeach said stubbornly.

Without another word, the priest motioned to his
aides to pick up the Jew and toss him into the fire.
The Jews were forced to watch as his body was
burned to a crisp.

When it was finally over, the Jews returned to
shul. Their heads were lowered and their eyes
downcast. The Ramban went up to the amud to
recite Hallel with tears pouring down his cheeks.
They couldn’t sing Hallel and instead recited the
words in a monotone. It was yom tov, but it could
have well been Tisha B’Av.

After davening, the Ramban walked home with
his students to eat the yom tov meal. They sat
around the table, but all of them were broken. No
one spoke. The Ramban could not even bring
himself to say kiddush. He just sat in his seat, lost
in his thoughts.

Suddenly, there was a knock on the door. To their
shock, the very guest who had been with them at
the seder the night before, the very man whom
they had all witnessed being burned to death, was
standing there, hale and hearty.

“Thank you for waiting for me for kiddush,” he
said as he walked inside. “My name is Eliezer,
and I come from Worms.”

The Ramban’s face paled. “Are you the
Rokeach?” he asked in shock. He looked at his
guest again. “This is the holy Rokeach,” he told
his students. The two gedolim fell on each other’s
shoulders and began to cry.

“Let me explain to you why I did this,” the
Rokeach said after a while. “I did it because I
wanted to teach you what Kabbalah means. They
did not burn me. As soon as you stepped away, |
said a certain sheim and left the bimah. Then |



said a different sheim and put a gentile up there in
my place. | made them think that the gentile looks
like me. They burned him instead of me.”

The Ramban was amazed.

After Pesach, the two gedolim closeted
themselves in a room for a few hours every day,
and the Rokeach taught the Ramban the secrets of
the Torah. For three weeks, they learned together
every day until the Rokeach was satisfied that
he’d transmitted the Toras haNistar that he’d
learned from his own rebbi, to a new generation.

After the Rokeach returned home, the Ramban
took out his commentary on Chumash and
rewrote it. Having learned many new concepts
and ideas from the Rokeach, he had much to add
to make his pirush more complete.

The torch of kabbalah had been passed on.
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- IN TWO WEEKS AND HIS FATHER WAS BEDRIDDEN L
AFTER SUFFERING A MASVE STROKE. POSH YESHIVAH, THE PER DOVID

HERSH, THAT'S NOT
AN ISSUE. T'M READY
TO COLLECT. HOWEVER,
I HAVE TO ASK YOU TO
HELP ME WITH AN EITZAH
REGARDING ANOTHER
PROBLEM...

YESHIVAH IS LIVING ON
MIRACLES... WE SHOULD 60O
TO NEW YORK TO COLLECT
AGAIN TONIGHT...

MOMMY, YOU
AND DADDY ARE B8OTH
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

YANKEL, LET us\
DAVEN AND HOPE FOR
A PEFUAH SHLEIMAH - WE

WALK ME DOWN TO THE
CHUPPAHP

DON'T WORRY; I HAVE
SOMEONE IN MIND.

THE TALMID WAS OVERJOYED WHEN HE HEARD

THAT R’ SIMCHA WOULD 8E COMING TO HIS

CHASUNAH. 8UT REB SIMCHA HAD ANOTHER

PROBLEM THAT HE HAD NOT MENTIONED TO
THE MENAHEL OR TO THE CHASSAN.

REB DOVID HERSH, DO YOU
REMEMBER YANKEL? WELL, I'M VERY
CONCERNED. AS YOU KNOW, HIS FATHER
IS BEDRIDDEN, WHAT WILL THE CHASUNAH
LOOK LIKE WITHOUT HIS FATHER THERE?
HIS PARENTS ARE HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS,
THE ONLY ONES LEFT OF THEIR FAMILIES.
I WAS TELLING MY WIFE HOW MUCH T
WISH I COULD 8E THERE..

TODAY IS MY
GRANDMOTHER'S YAHRTZEIT.
T HOPE T CAN CATCH A MINYAN
SOMEWHERE... NU, ATTENDING YANKEL'S
CHASUNAH IS ALSO A 8l6 ZECHUS FOR
MY GRANDMOTHER A"H...

OY! sUcH A SPECIAL
BOCHLUR... I'M MASKIM YOU
SHOULD ATTEND THE CHASLINAH. T
KNOW A TRAVEL AGENT THAT WILL

GET THE ROSH YESHIVAH A SAME-
. DAY ROUND-TRIP TICKET.

F =1 HEE
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MAZEL TOV/T
DON'T WANT YOU TO
MISS ANY MORE TIME

FROM YOUR BROTHER'S
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KINDNESS - AND IT STILL GIVES ME P3N TODAY. BACK NOW/

HE CAME BECAUSE MY FATHER COULON'T!”
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Yisrael’s eyes dimmed from old age; he was unable to see. He brought them to him,
and he kissed to them and embraced to them. (Bereishis 48:10)

The dimming of Yaakov’s eyes seems linked to
his blessing of Yosef’s children. Ohbr HaChayim asks
how these two matters are connected, and he also
asks why the verse says he kissed “to them” (D1%)
and not just “them” (DMKX)?

Obr HaChayim answers the second question
by saying that Yaakov couldn’t see, so he embraced
them not in the usual place, and kissed them not in
the usual place. And he adds that this needs to be
understood.

Now, if Ohr HaChayim writes that this apparently
simple point needs to be understood, there must be
something deeper to it. However, we will explain it
according to peshat.

In the beginning of Shir HaShirim it says »3pw>
W MpwIn — “May He kiss me with the kisses

of His mouth,” and Rashi explains that in some

locations, people kiss on the back of the hand, and
in other locations, on the shoulder, whereas in Shir
Hashirim we are asking Hashem to kiss us on the
mouth.

When one person’s mouth kisses another person’s
mouth, this actually constitutes two kisses. Each
gives a kiss to the other and receives a corresponding
kiss from him. (Perhaps this is why it says “’kisses’
of His mouth,” in the plural.) This reciprocal “kiss”
took place at Matan Torah, where the Jewish people
said Nauseh vnishma, and Hashem correspondingly
gave them the Torah. Two kisses.

Getting back to our parshah, in the beginning
it says, “Yisrael saw the sons of Yosef, and said,
“Who are they?”” Rashi explains that he wished to
bless Efraim and Menasheh, but the Shechinah left

him because Yerovam and Achav were destined to



descend from Efraim, and Yehu and his sons from
Menasheh. Thus Yaakov asked, “Who are they?”
Where did those people come from, the ones

who are not worthy of blessing? In other words,
Yaakov saw that unworthy descendants were
going to come from Yosef’s sons, so why should
he kiss them and embrace them? They will not
reciprocate with a kiss, but with just the opposite!
This is why he did not wish to bless them, until
Yosef prayed for it.

But afterwards it says, “Yisraels eyes dimmed
from old age; he was unable to see.” And as a result,
“He brought them to him, and he kissed to them
and embraced to them.” Due to old age, a stage in life
that is characterized by kindness and forbearance,
Yaakov no longer “saw” those descendants who

‘True Rest

3C 8

were unworthy of blessing. He thus agreed to bless
Yosef’s sons, although he knew they are not going to
reciprocate in kind.

Kissing and embracing in the usual place means
that the giver will also receive a kiss and embrace
in return. Here, Yaakov Avinu demonstrated a new
level of affection: kissing not in the usual place. Even
if the recipient will not show love in return, we still
kiss them and embrace them. We still give them love
and blessing.

This is what Obr HaChayim meant when he said
that Yaakov embraced them not in the usual place.
Even though they were not worthy of a blessing, of
receiving an embrace and a kiss, because they will

not return the love, he blessed them anyway. o
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He saw rest that it is good, and the land that it is pleasant, and he bent his shoulder to

bear the burden. (Bereishis 49:15)

A superficial look at this pasuk reveals a glaring
contradiction. First it says that he saw rest is good,
and then it says he bent his shoulder to bear the
burden of hard work. This doesn’t seem to make
sense, because someone who loves rest and secks the
pleasant life doesn’t go looking for hard work to do.
Such a person sits in an easy chair, drinks a cup of
coffee and reads an interesting book. That’s what rest
looks like, more or less. Bearing heavy burdens on
one’s shoulder doesn’t fit the picture.

Or does it?

This pasuk is speaking of the tribe of Yissachar,
who excelled in their devotion to Torah learning.

They were heads of Sanbedrin.

Chazal explain that the “rest” referred to in the
pasuk is Torah learning. But this just begs the same
question. Why would Torah learning be described
as “rest”? Torah understanding comes through
effort and hard work. Pirkei Avos lists decreasing
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one’s sleep and pleasures among the ways to acquire

Torah, which seems to run counter to seeking rest.
What could Chazal possibly have meant when they

said that “rest” is Torah learning?

There are deep explanations why the Torah is
called menuchah, “rest] but I want to bring out the
simple meaning. And indeed, it is totally correct to
describe Torah as “rest.” In fact, “rest” is only for those
who are ready to work hard for it. I will illustrate this

with an example from real life.

Reuven, after half a day of hard work, decides to
go home early to rest a little. When he gets home, he
asks his wife if she could make something for him to
eat and put some cold water on the table for him. In
the meantime, he sits down in the easy chair to read
something interesting. One of the children brings
him a plate of food, he makes a berachah, and starts

to eat.

He notices that the food is not as tasty as he
had hoped. It needs salt. He interrupts his rest to
call out to whoever might hear, “Please bring me
salt.” No one is close enough to hear. He raises his
voice alittle more and says, “Please bring salt...” No
one seems to notice. With no other alternative, he
again interrupts his rest to get up from his chair
and enter the kitchen himself, to get salt. Then he

comes back, sits down again, and starts chewing his

food.

It still doesn’t taste quite right. So he gets up again

to fetch some mustard for himself.

Now he gets back to the easy chair, starts eating
again, but begins to feel thirsty. And they forgot to
bring him water. So he goes back to the kitchen to

make himself some lemonade.

Now the food and drink are pretty good, but the
book he is reading is sort of boring. He gets up a
fourth time and starts rummaging around the house
for something to read. He can’t find anything good.
But he is not lazy; he puts on his jacket and goes out

to buy some interesting reading material.

JCEV

He goes out to the street only to discover that a
family member has taken the car... no problem, he
walks briskly by foot down to the nearby shopping
center, he is starting to huff and puff a little (what
won’t one do for a little “rest”) and he finds some

interesting reading material to buy.

He gets back home and sits down again. But
the easy chair isn’t comfortable. It’s actually pretty
dilapidated. The springs are poking him.

But it’s okay, because he came home from work
early today, and the stores are still open. He already
decided a couple months ago that it’s about time for

anew easy chair...

Now he’s back at the shopping center. He goes
from store to store looking for a good easy chair. He
finds one he likes, bends his shoulder to pick it up
and carry it back home — this brings to his mind the
pasuk, “He bent his shoulder to bear the burden”
— and finally plunks it down in the living room.
Perfect!

He then remembers that he needs to do
something, so he goes out for a few moments, and

then comes back home.

But in the meantime, the children came back
from school, and they discovered the new easy chair
in the living room. Some are jumping up and down
on it, others are screaming, “It’s my turn!” and the
house is a pandemonium. You can already imagine
for yourself the next segment of this story about

« »
rest.

True rest doesn’t just come by itself. You need
to work for it. It takes time and effort until you get

there.

So that’s the answer to our question. The Torah
said, “He saw rest that it is good, and... bent his
shoulder to bear the burden.” Only someone who
is willing to bear a little effort and hard work, only
someone who is willing to dedicate himself to
Torah study, will acquire for himself true rest and

tranquility. e
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Shovavim

There is a Jewish practice called Shovavim. The
name 0”221 is an abbreviation made up of the first
letters of the parshiyos of 1A Nbwa X3 XY MW
ovown. The practice of Shovavim has its roots in
the Kabbalistic writings of the Arizal, which say that
a person should make special efforts to do teshuvah
for certain aveiros during these weeks.

In carlier generations there were people who
fasted and made a big deal of Shovavim. When 1
grew up I did not see a special atmosphere during
these weeks even among bnei Torah. According
to Kabbalah, one should try to fast eighty-four
times. But there is a shortcut, which is to fast two
days straight. I know someone who fasted two days
straight, and he did it three times. He did this every
year, together with other talmidei chachamim. They
recited selichos and did teshuvah. He got up one time
at midnight and simply fainted. I ran over to him to
tell him to stop fasting, but he did not want to listen
to me.

There are still people in our generation who make
a big deal out of Shovavim. 1 want to tell you an
casy way by which we can connect to this matter of
Shovavim, which was practiced by Jews throughout
the generations.

It is very interesting that great zzaddikim would
tremble before yom hadin, and simple people were
not as worried about it. Most of us feel that we are
neither super great, spiritually speaking, nor super
terrible. We tend to feel that we are not perfect but
we are not in such bad shape either. We live a Jewish
lifestyle. We don’t do big aveiros.

On the other hand, there are tzaddikim whose
kedushah and taharah cannot even be described.
When yom hadin approaches they weep to Hashem
and beg of Him to grant them purity: 872 7iv 2%
%293 WIn 1133 MM pYN 0! They seek ways to

attain atonement for their sins.

Shovavim is a special opportunity to be cleansed,
to gain purity and atonement.

The Torah describes the exile in Egypt as Aur
habarzel, the “iron crucible.” Hashem put the Jewish
people in Mitzrayim to cleanse them in preparation
for receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai. When we
read these parshiyos we try to connect to this process
of purification and refinement that is in the air at
this time due to the parshiyos of Yetzias Mitzrayim.

Do I Need This?

The question in our minds at such a time probably
goes this: Do I actually need this cleansing process?
Is my neshamab so stained?

As an introduction to the answer, let’s talk in
general about the subject of educating our children.

Chazal say regarding the first Torah subject that
children should study:

Let those who are pure come and occupy
themselves with taharos, with that which

is pure.!

Children are pure. And they are to learn zaharos,
“that which is pure,” meaning korbanos. The offerings
in Beis Hamikdash were maintained on the highest
level of purity. Korbanos are traditionally the first
Torah subject that Jewish children learn. We will
explain why.

Let’s say a person has a rash on his skin that
doesn’t go away. He pays a visit to the doctor and
expects to get a skin cream. But the doctor sends him
to the pharmacy with a prescription for a tablet that
he needs to take every few hours.

1 See Shach on Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 245:8.



The patient is surprised. He doesn’t understand

what a tablet will help him. The doctor explains that
the problem is not a superficial skin condition. It’s
something internal, in his blood. The rash is caused
by a bacterial infection. Rubbinga cream on it might
make it go away in that particular place on the skin,
but it will reappear somewhere else. Whereas if
the infection itself is treated, the skin will heal and
become as clear as a baby’s skin.

Sometimes treating a problem superficially is not
the right approach. We need to dig deeper and get to
the source of the problem.

Now let’s apply this to a different type of problem,
to chinuch. Let’s say you have a child who just can’t
sit still. He jumps around all the time, he bothers his
brothers and sisters, when he is put in the chair to eat
he jumps out of the seat a second later. What should
you do? Buy glue to fasten him to his seat? That
won't help. He will jump with the seat. So what’s the
solution — bolt his seat down to the floor? Obviously
that is not the solution either. Because the problem
is not the jumping itself. The problem is deeper.
Perhaps there is an emotional issue or a neurological
issue. Gluing him down or bolting his chair is not
treating the problem.

Now let’s say a child speaks up rudely to his parents
and teachers. Some teachers will just tell him to sit
down and keep his mouth shut. That is like gluing
the hyperactive child to his chair. The problem is not
that the child gets up and rudely opens his mouth.
The problem is deeper than that.

Or let’s say a child steals. What should you do
— tie his hands? Nowadays in our “enlightened”
era, when theft becomes too prevalent they put
more police officers on duty. So what happens?
The phenomenon develops that police officers
themselves steal. We don’t solve the problem by
increasing police presence.

These problemsare not superficial; they are rooted
in the neshamah. Who knows and understands
souls? Hashem does. X1 1MV *2 NNIw Inwi "X
- “My G-d, the soul that you placed within me is
pure” This neshamah needs nourishment. It needs
purity. Hashem tells us that when a young child

jumps and is overactive, he needs Chumash Vayikra,
he needs to learn korbanos.

I will give you a different allegory to illustrate
the point. Someone buys a new luxury car. He turns
the key and nothing happens. He goes back to the
car dealer and says, “What did you sell me? The car
doesn’t work.”

The dealer says, “Did you put gas in the tank?”

He says, “What's that?”

The dealer goes and brings a gas cannister, and the
customer starts shouting, “You're going to put that
stuff in my fancy car?!”

The dealer says, “Please understand. We work
with the manufacturer of this car. We are the official
dealers and we know how it works. And I am telling
you, without gas in the tank, your car won’t work.”

Hashem says to us, so to speak: I manufactured
this child. I created him. He has a neshamah that
needs Chumash Vayikra, and the story of Yosef and
his brothers. It may not sound logical to you, but
that is what it needs. If you give the neshamah what
it needs, you will see how this works wonders.

This is the basis of Jewish education. We learn
Torah and keep mitzvos in order to penetrate deep
in, to the neshamah, and solve the problems of the
child and of the adult alike.

I remember when I was a child that my uncle
R. Yaakov Weinberg, rosh yeshivah in Baltimore,
would come to visit us. Every time he came he would
start to talk in learning with my father, and within
five minutes they started to shout, and then they
chased one another around the table. If you go into a
yeshivah you hear shouting. Why are they shouting?
Because we want the kedushah to go really deep in,
all the way to the neshamab.

Mitzvos Reach Deep

Now let’s return to the subject of Shovavim.

Mitzvos have a much deeper effect that we tend
to think. It says in the Zobar that matzab is called
nahama dmebhmnusa, “the bread of faithfulness,”
because eating matzab gives us the spiritual strength
of emunab, just as eating regular bread gives us
physical strength. Matzah is also called nahamab



dasusa, “the bread of healing,” because it heals all our

spiritual and emotional problems.

It’s the same with aveiros. If a person commits a sin
it puts a stain on his zeshamah that goes a lot deeper
than we tend to think. An aveirah causes impurity
to penetrate deep down to the neshamah. But I don’t
want to talk about aveiros right now.

X-Ray of the Soul

Let us focus on our generation and try to evaluate
whether Shovavim is for us or not.

My maternal grandfather was a great #zaddik. He
came over from Europe, and in America he never ate
meat that came from the butcher shop. He would
take a live chicken over to a shocher that he knew
personally because otherwise he did not feel that he
could rely on the shechitah. He would remark that
every American Jew (of that time) has a little pig in
his stomach, because a person eats a candy that has a
treif ingredient, and then he eats another something
with another questionable ingredient, and over the
years it adds up to become “a little chazir”

We go down the street and see improper things,
we hear improper things on the bus or the train or
in the shopping center, and so forth. Do you realize
what this does to our neshamah? Someone once told
me, “You know why I stopped smoking? I was there
at a lung operation one time, and I saw how the lung
had turned completely black from cigarette smoke.
I never imagined that smoking does such immense
damage!”

As we mentioned before, the mitzvos we do have a
deep effect on us that reaches all the way down to our
very neshamos. And the same is true with negative
things we encounter. They have a deep effect.

Just think what our neshamah looks like after
everything we have taken in. You know what color it
is? You know how many layers of filth it has?

We are covered by filth on top of filth, and then
we open a Gemara and don’t understand why it
doesn’t penetrate us, why it doesn’t get in. Why don’t
we understand? Hashem says 1710 %2 MW 10w
%71 — He put a pure and clean soul into us. But do

you know how many layers have accumulated on it?

If a person is able to clean himself up, he should
do so.

Cleaning Instructions for a Neshamah

How do you clean up a neshamah? There are
people who fast, do teshuvah, weep to Hashem. This
is a wonderful thing. But what I suggest for people
like us is a little different. We, too, have a way that
we can do it.

72X 702N DYYO Y3 YY1 - Love will

cover up all sins.?

This is a very important idea. Love of Hashem has
the power to cover up all sins. To become cleansed by
means of teshuvah and maasim tovim is the method
of yiras Shamayim. It is a kind of purifying fire. But
there is another type of fire: love. Love of Hashem,
which is called 7= nanbw, “the flame of Hashem.”
This fire of love has a special power. If a person loves
Hashem, the love cleans up his neshamah.

What is love? Matan Torah was an expression of
love. Love has two parts. 318 nip>wan »pw? — “May
He kiss me with the kisses of His mouth.3 This kiss
was the Giving of the Torah. The Vilna Gaon asks
why is the word “kisses” in the plural?

When husband and wife have a loving
relationship, it stands on two foundations. The first
is that the wife is faithful to her husband and doesn’t
look to other men. The second is that the wife loves
her husband.

“The kisses of His mouth” expresses these two
foundations. It expresses the two fundamental
commandments of 219 7Y DINR DPYXRY Y T KD
- “You shall not have other gods beside Me.” And it
expresses TPYR *i1 921X — “T am Hashem your G-d”
The first means we are faithful to Hashem and don’t
look to other gods. The second means that Hashem
is ours. We love him. “I am Hashem your G-d”

This is what a loving relationship is based on. And
a love relationship requires privacy.

What we need to do, at least, is to love Hashem.

2 Mishlei 10:12.
3 Shir Hashirim 1:2.
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To make Hashem the focus. To get the other stuff

out of our lives.

Today on the El Al planes they have a new thing,
Everyone has his own private screen on which he can
watch whatever movie he wants. I fly a lot. Once,
recently, I was very tired, but I didn’t sleep all night
on that flight. I noticed that there is an animated
movie of “Bugs Bunny” and I said to myself that three
minutes of Bugs Bunny won’t make me into a goy.

I want to tell you that it killed me. It grabbed my
heart. For days afterward when I was davening the
Shemoneh Esreb, all 1 saw was Bugs Bunny. It was
worth it to make this mistake in order to learn a
lesson, to learn what an idiot I was for watching that
movie.

What sin did I commit? I didn’t see any forbidden
sights. Indeed, as far as matters of yiras Shamayim
are concerned, it really wasn’t so terrible.

But what about love? If a person needs to eat, he
is allowed to enjoy the food. We need to eat in order
to be healthy. But connecting to avodah zarah is not
consistent with love of Hashem. Let’s say a chasan
and kallah are sitting in the cheder yichud and a non-
Jewish woman walks in and says, “It’s okay, I'm not
trying to disturb you.”

But it’s a cheder yichud. It's supposed to be private.
If someone else comes in, that’s not privacy.

If we want to have a loving relationship with
Hashem we need to get all the other stuff out. This is
the meaning of the kiss of “You shall not have other
gods beside Me.” If we want to focus our lives on
Hashem, we can still have a family, we can still have
a business. But if we start looking to the side, if we
look in other directions, it’s not love.

Believe It

Believe what Hashem said: “Love will cover up all
sins.” Getting all the avodah zarah” — all the other
stuff — out of our lives is the first step in love. If we
take the first step, the love will start to burn. Hashem
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will do His part and clean up our neshamah, and the
layers of filth on our soul will fall away.

The second “kiss” is PN *71 991K, “I am Hashem
your G-d” This is the actual closeness to Hashem.
In my opinion, fulfilling “I am Hashem your G-d”
means reciting a hundred blessings a day. What is
this mitzvah of meah berachos? It means talking to
Hashem. Not just in the three fixed prayers, but all
through the day.

However, if a person just rattles oft' berachos
without paying attention to what he is saying, that’s
not much of a relationship. That’s not really thanking
Hashem for all the beautiful things we have. Baruch
Hashem we have eyes, we have a mind, we have
children. We have so much from Hashem.

This Shabbos when I recited berachos here, there
was so much food on the table, so many colors, so
much grace, so much chesed. We have so many fruits
and vegetables, plentiful food, drinks. I began to
say TOM2 ,1M2 1913 0251 NX 111 - saying thanks to
Hashem expresses love. Saying the words 7% Jwx
N2 DTN NX — what a wonder it is that we are
healthy and our bodies function properly. Hashem
gives us health, He gives us children, you come home
and your child jumps on you. Be happy, say thanks
to Hashem. i1 Nk T1M2. Say to Him ,my nm,a
DOMOX NN ,0'MIY W1AYN — you can move your
arms and legs!

In my opinion, we dont have a choice in our
generation, because our neshamah is covered with
layers of soot even without doing a single aveirah.
Every mitzvah we do has an effect on us. Why do
we eat matzah? To be a tzaddik gamur? No, but
it packs kedushah into our heart. And so it is with
every mitzvah.

We might not find ourselves immediately aflame
with love for Hashem, but we can at least try. Hashem
will surely do His part, if we do ours, and will clean
up our neshamah so we can feel love for Him.

And there is no better feeling in the world. o
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