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Od Yosef Chai
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Rav Elya Lopian (Lev Eliyahu) asks, why is it that at first Yaakov did not believe that Yosef was still alive, and only after seeing

the agalos, wagons, did Yaakov finally believe them?

Rav Elya explains that Yaakov believed the Shevatim that Yosef was alive, physically. But he couldn’t believe was that he was
a moshel b’chol eretz mitzrayim, yet still “alive” spiritually. It would seem an impossibility for Yosef to remain on the level
of being one of the Shivtei Kah if he was the leader of such a decadent nation. And if Yosef indeed had fallen, what is the

point of him still being alive? This paradox is what caused vagfeg libo, ki lo he’emin lahem.

When Yaakov noticed the wagons, however, everything changed. The wagons represented the parshah of eglah arufah, the
last sugya that Yaakov had learned with Yosef before he was taken away, twenty-two years earlier. If Yosef remembered
what he had learned, it must be that limud haTorah remained an ikur by him, it was still ki heim chayeinu v'orech yameinu.
For someone who is davuk baTorah, it is indeed possible to remain on the level of Yosef Hatzadik no matter what his

situation would be.

It was at that point that vatchi ruach Yaakov. Now, he was finally able to believe that not only was Yosef alive physically, he

was able to remain a tzaddik even when in the position of moshel b’chol eretz Mitzrayim.

Continuing through the Night
(2,70) 2230 PR 2PY? 12PY? IR NPPD NRIN TR D77 IRA

The Meshech Chochmah points out that Hashem appeared to Yaakov specifically at night, b’maaros halailah. He explains
that Yaakov was about to enter galus Mitzrayim, and Hashem was demonstrating how Klal Yisrael can possibly survive such

a long and difficult galus.

The answer is b’maaros halailah. The halachah is that a korban needs to be brought by day, but the eimurim, the parts of
the korban that are burned on the mizbei’ach may be burned at night. The reason is because the eimurim are not considered
a separate korban in their own right, rather they are a continuation of the main korban, and since the main avodah was

done by day, the eimurim, which are a hemsech, a continuation, may be done at night.
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The same applies to Klal Yisrael in galus. In the difficult trials and tribulations of galus, it is difficult for Klal Yisrael to be
found worthy on their own merit. But that is not who we are. We are not starting on our own. We are a continuation of

the heilige doros before us and in their zechus, we can merit yeshuos.

But, stresses the Meshech Chochmah, that is only when we act as a continuation of the previous generations. When we
follow their mesorah and continue in their ways, then we can be like the eimurim, and be kosher even at night, in the
darkness of galus. But when we reject mesorah and try to stand in our own merit, it is like trying to bring a new korban

which is pasul at night.

Blindfolded

A X0 A0

What does it mean that Yosef will place his hands on your eyes? The Meshech Chochmah explains that it is a remez to how
a Yid is supposed to think in galus. Yaakov was about to enter galus Mitzrayim, the beginning of a long and bitter galus, a
period that is very difficult to comprehend. In galus, Hashem’s hanhagah with Klal Yisrael is b’hester and there are many

guestions we can ask, with very few answers.

Hashem was telling Yaakov that this is the lesson to be taken from the entire saga of mechiras Yosef. In the beginning, it
seemed to be terrible. Yosef was ripped away from his father’s home and sold as a slave to Mitzrayim where he endured
terrible challenges. But fast-forward twenty-two years, and it is clear that this was all part of a Master Plan. In the end,
Yosef was placed in a position to help Yaakov Avinu and the Shevatim both with ruchniyus and gashmiyus. He became the
leader of Mitzrayim where he was able to spread the knowledge that there is a Borei Olam throughout the world. In
hindsight, it was clear that even in the darkness of the galus Hashem was with Yosef every step of the way and there was

a plan and purpose for everything.

This is the meaning of Yosef yashis yado al einecha. The story of Yosef teaches us that when we are in galus we shouldn’t
be busy trying to figure things out. We can “cover our eyes,” and strengthen our emunah that everything that is happening
is ultimately for our benefit, without the need to ask questions. We can always turn to the story of Yosef Hatzaddik as an

eternal example of how in galus, NV DX 77UN 1IN NV TIX DIN.
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One Never Loses by Performing a Mitzvah Properly

During World War 1l, The Brisker Rav and his son, Rav Yosef Dov, were fleeing from the war zone in the direction of Vilna.
They came to a border crossing that was open for only one hour a day. They waited there for hours, until late afternoon,
when Minchah time came around. “I cannot daven properly in this place,” The Brisker Rav announced. Those present tried
to convince him that he should daven there anyway, saying that if he left the spot for even a few minutes, he might miss
his chance, and who knows whether there would be another opportunity. But the Brisker Rav stood firm, staunch in his
opinion— which he stated dozens of times in similar situations in his life— that one never loses by performing a mitzvah
properly, and therefore he headed back to a nearby village where he would be able to daven with proper concentration.

As it were, the fears of the people there turned out to be valid. When he returned to the border crossing, he discovered
that the gate had opened in their absence and had then closed again. But then, strangely enough, the border guards opened
the gate again especially for the Brisker Rav, upon the request of a number of people who had begged them to break their
normal routine and let the Brisker Rav and his son through.

Don’t You Daven for Him?

One of Rav Scheinberg’s talmidim, who was also a rosh yeshivah, came to Rav Scheinberg for a brachah for one of his
talmidim, who was struggling and in need of a yeshuah. Rav Scheinberg listened carefully. The pained expression on his
face revealed how much he cared. Then he asked his talmid for the boy’s name and the name of his mother, so he could
daven for him. But the talmid admitted that he did not know the boy’s mother’s name. Rav Scheinberg gave his disciple a
look of disappointment. “How could a rebbi not know the name of his talmid’s mother? Don’t you daven for him?” And
then Rav Scheinberg rattled of the full name of the talmid he was speaking to, along with his mother’s name. “About
seventeen years ago,” he explained,” you came to me with an issue that was bothering you. | began davening for you then,
and | haven’t stopped for the last seventeen years!”

Traffic Ticket

A girl who lives in Brooklyn, got a ticket for talking on her cellphone while driving in Lakewood. She wanted to just pay the
ticket and finish with it, but she was told that she had to appear in court. This meant she had to designate a whole day to
drive down to Lakewood again and appear in court at the time she was given. Her father told her, "When you go, just plead
guilty and pay it. If you plead not guilty, you'll have to go back to Lakewood another time for a trial."

When it was her turn to appear before the judge he asked her, "Were you holding your cellphone while driving?”
She replied, "I was talking on the phone, but it was on the seat; | wasn't holding it."
The judge said, "That means you're pleading not guilty."

She replied, "No, | want to plead guilty."

T
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He repeated, "If you weren't holding the phone, then your plea is not guilty. Were you holding it?"

She refused to tell an untruth, so she said, "No, | wasn't holding it." This meant she had to come back again, on a different
date, to deal with the prosecutor.

A month later, she traveled back to that court in Lakewood, this time with her father. And she told the prosecutor what
happened before.

He said, "I can write here that you had a different violation which carries no points. It will only be a $56 fine."
She told him, "But | didn't do that; how could you write something untrue?"
He said, "Ma'am, this is the way things run here. You want me to do it or not?"

She asked if she could call her rabbi to find out if it's okay, and he told her, "Go outside and call whoever you want while |
take the next person in line."

She tried her rav but there was no answer. She tried to think of somebody else to call, and as she finally got someone on
the line, the prosecutor came out and said, "If you have to ask a higher authority if you're allowed to confess to a violation
you didn't commit, you must be innocent. We're dropping all the charges."

But the story isn’t over.

Right after they left the courtroom, her father called his sister for something and told her about what just happened. At that
time, his sister was with another woman to whom she immediately repeated this story. That woman was so impressed with
the honesty of this young lady, she wanted to inquire more about her for a potential shidduch for her son. And within a few
weeks the couple was engaged.

Kiddush Hashem with a Neo-Nazi

Daniel Kravitz, the owner of a secondhand furniture shop in Denver, was taken aback by the customer who entered his store.
The young man was dressed like a hoodlum, with a shaved head and arms covered with tattoos including the venomous
message, “Kill Jews!” It was clear that he was a neo-Nazi.

Daniel was relieved that his yarmulka was concealed beneath a cap.

He spent the next hour assisting his customer. He took the man on a tour of the shop, helped him select a decent array of
furniture, granted him a generous discount, and then helped the young neo-Nazi load his purchases into a pickup truck.

After looking the man over carefully to make sure he wasn't carrying any weapons, Daniel cautiously said, “Tell me, do you
really feel what all those tattoos say?”

“You bet | do,” the man replied.

“Have you ever hurt anyone?” Daniel pressed.

T
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Daniel paused, then asked, “What do you have against the Jews?”
“They are thieves and liars!” The customer launched into a tirade, spewing out every imaginable anti-Semitic stereotype.

Daniel patiently listened until the man finished speaking. Then he removed his cap to reveal his yarmulka and said, “Are
you aware that you have just spent an hour with a Jew? Haven’t | been honest, kind, and generous this whole time?”

The neo-Nazi gaped in disbelief. “No way! You can't be a Jew, man!”

Daniel motioned to the mezuzah on the door and then showed him a siddur on his desk. “You can see very clearly that | am
Jewish, and I'm not at all like the image you have of Jews. You have been brainwashed. | can’t believe that your parents
raised you with this kind of hate. You must be estranged from them,” Daniel surmised.

The neo-Nazi grimly confirmed his suspicions; he hadn’t spoken to his parents in ten years. Just then another costumer
came in and Daniel wished the neo-Nazi a good day and turned to assist the other customer.

Six months later, the man returned to the store, this time with a full head of hair, decent clothes and long sleeves to conceal
his tattoos. To Daniel’s surprise, the man embraced him warmly.

“I need to apologize to you and thank you,” he said tearfully. “You made me reassess everything | had believed. Thanks to
you, | now know what a Jew is, and I've decided to turn my life around. I've even reconnected with my parents.”

What a kiddush Hashem we can create by simply acting decent, kind, and patient to others.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

VI NvI9

1. The shortest P03 in the NN is in this week’s nv19. Which pyoais it?

2. List four instances in the "7 N where an 2ywn OTX prepared his
transportation himself.

3. Who in this week’s nw19 was from the D80 INNY?
4. List three instances that the number five is mentioned in this week’s nwn9.t
5. What in this week’s nw19 has a connection to nava nawy?

6. Who in this week’s N9 lived the same amount of years as his great uncle
and his grandson? °

7. Who in this week’s nw19 had four “hands”?
a. Who in last week’s nv19 had five “hands”?

8. According to some my mother was a nmyw,
According to others she was a mpr 1y,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwno.
Who am I?

9. There are four of us in the N7,
One of us had a city named after him,
One of us lived like the days of the solar year,
One of us was a grandson of bnNHaN,
One of us is mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who are we?

1 . . . .

One is a number of years, one is a number of items, one is a number of people
2., . . .

His age is mentioned in XN nw19




Angswers

1. (3,1) DWIN )T M

2. bN1axX when he went to the NPy, 90 when he went to greet his father, ny19
when he went to chase after the Yidden and oy>a when he went to join p5a.

3. 9WN M NV

4. 1) The five additional years of hunger 2) The five garments given to yn»a
3) The five o>vav who were presented to ny19.  4) Although it isn’t actually the
number five, some may want to include the 1/5 tax

5. 1) 9o» mourned the destruction of both mwTpn in this week’s NWI9. (1,10 w9 1y)
2) nava Ny was Nunnn of Y121 MYy while the ©vVaw coming down to D8N was
the NSnnn of D™INN M.

6. MY was V9 at 137 as well as his great uncle Ynynv» and his grandson oany.
(19 =170, 1 NINY 1Y)

7. The ©»931. The 7109 says (19,w0) 7DD 71PN NN YAINY YIS0 NOWINN.
a. y1nM2. The Piva says (19,50) "NYT> WHNN DD IRWYNN PN NNYN 29NV

8. According to some my mother was a nnmyv,, - my mother was 719019 NYN
According to others she was a mp»1y, - my mother was n»7
| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I? - MDONX (the wife of qon)

9. Next week......

Last Week’s Riddle:

| am an expression,

| was used when the o>vav plotted, - (02,30) : N2 NIPD NIBOND HYa MN PHNDIN YIN 1NN

| was used when the o*vaw had nvan, -(N2,2) WNNDY NNIN DINYN DIAN PRNIN VIN NN
| was used when the YN »1 found the - (10,10) RIN P PNNDIN VN IINNN

| was used by the description of the ©117), - (3,M2) : ©>2727 239 PN NPITIN PNNIN VIN DN

| was used by the 5x7v> %1 by the 05300 NON, - (7,7) RN N2IVY) YUNI MIN) PRNIN WIN 1IN

| am used twice in this week’s nwn9,

Who am I? - PNN IN WX

,IND DNT 12 PR PYY NTHIAN — NNHY NNIIYD
9133090 TOION 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TYT N2 N2 1572 ,97F DNIAN 12 DINY 1D

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MNMNY MM YOO
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Pischei Parsha — Vayigash

Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings
RIDDLES

How much food were the brothers supposed to get from Mitzrayim?
Yaakov told them to get “a bit of food.”" (Why? Was only a limited quantity available?)

Name 2 instances where one of the brothers asked another brother(s) for rachamim.
e Yosef, when sold by the brothers (as the brothers recounted in Parshas Mikeit?).
e Yehudah's speech to Yosef was a request for rachamim and the release of Binyamin.?

Name 2 instances in Parshas Vayigash where Yosef saved his brothers from embarrassment.
e He kicked out those present before revealing himself to his brothers.*
e He moved the Mitzrim around, so his brothers wouldn’t be the only ones who felt out of place.’

The Ba’alei HaTosfos have a commentary on Chumash called “Daas Zekeinim.” Where is this name
mentioned by Rashi in Parshas Vayigash?
Yosef sent Yaakov old wine “she’daas zekeinim nochah heimenu” — “which zekeinim enjoy.”

Name 2 instances in Chumash where certain things were carried on wagons, but a special thing was
carried on people’s shoulders.
e The mishkan and keilim were carried on wagons, but the family of Kehas carried the aron on their
shoulders.’
¢ While the women and children of Yaakov’s family traveled to Mitzrayim in wagons, Yaakov’s sons
carried him on their shoulders.?

When Yaakov approached Mitzrayim with 70 family members, 5 of the people in that count were not
actually with him: 4 were already in Mitzrayim, and 1 wasn’t around yet. Who were they?

e Yosef, Ephraim, and Menashe lived in Mitzrayim; Yehudah was sent ahead to Goshen.®

e Yocheved wasn't born yet.™

When the word “nxa” is pronounced by accenting the “a,” it means “came”; when the “N” is accented
it means “coming.” Name 2 places in sefer Breishis where BOTH versions of this word appear right
near each other.
e “Ixxn Dy NX2a M2 7m0 mant” — “Behold, his daughter Rachel is coming with the sheep,” is followed by,
“Ix¥n DY nxa 7m1” — “And Rachel came with the sheep.”"
“Nnmxn 2py'? nNan woin 79” — “Everyone from Yaakov’s family who was traveling to Mitzrayim,” is
followed by, “D'vaw nnxn nxan apy 17 woin 73" — “The total number of people from Yaakov’s family
who came to Mitzrayim was seventy.”'?
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Was Bilhah still alive at this point?
e Yosef's dreams eventually came true.' According to those who explain that the bowing moon in his
second dream represented Bilhah', she must have made it to Mitzrayim.
Others note that the Torah lists Yaakov’s sons’ wives among the family members who descended with
him to Mitzrayim'®, but doesn’t mention Yaakov’s wives, presumably because they had all already died.
The moon in Yosef's dream indicated that all of Yaakov’s descendants would bow to Yosef.'

When Yosef went to greet Yaakov, what mode of transportation did Yosef use?
A horse drawn chariot."”

Name 4 instances in Chumash where someone very important prepared his own animal for riding
(instead of asking a servant to prepare it). Hint: 2 donkeys, and 2 chariots.
e Avraham, heading to Akeidas Yitzchak."®

e Yosef, to greet Yaakov.®
e Paroh, to chase Bnei Yisrael into the Yam Suf.?®
e Bilam, to go curse Bnei Yisrael.”’

Name 3 places where someone requested to be enslaved by Yosef.
e Yehudah, in place of Binyamin.??
e The Mitzrim, in exchange for food.?®
e The brothers, when they were afraid that Yosef would retaliate, in the end of Parshas Vayechi.**

JUST CURIOUS

When Yehudah tries to convince Yosef to free Binyamin, why does Yehudah spend most of his speech
recounting events of which Yosef is already aware, instead of advertising why he would be a better
slave?

e Using hints, he was complaining that they were unfairly treated: “Many people from all over the region
came here for food. Did you ask them all questions about their families? Were you looking to do a
shidduch with us?!"%

Since Yosef had told them that he has Yiras Elokim™, and he demonstrated this when he eased their
distress regarding their mysteriously returned money®, Yehudah gave a long speech hoping to arouse
rachamim.®
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When Yehudah complains to Yosef about being mistreated, why doesn’t he mention the fact that they
were accused of being spies, and that Shimon was thrown in jail?

Yehudazg felt that these were inappropriate to mention from a mussar standpoint, or because of his fear of
royalty.

When the people in Yosef’s house were standing and listening to Yehudah’s long and passionate
speech to Yosef, what were they thinking?

They were moved by Yehudah’s pleas, and were begging Yosef to forgive Binyamin. “V’lo yachol Yosef
I'hisapeik” — Yosef couldn’t handle their interference, and he had to throw them out.*°

Imagine that it’s your first time reading the story of Yosef and his brothers. You’re in suspense, and
wondering if Yosef will reveal himself. Then, right BEFORE he says, “I’'m Yosef,” the Torah “spoils the
ending,” and says, “Yosef sent everyone out, and no one was there when he revealed himself.” Why
does the Torah “ruin the surprise”?

Perhaps this is a reminder that although the events experienced by our avos are so engaging, the Torah is
much more than a dramatic story.

Yehudah was ready to attack Yosef if necessary.®' Right before Yosef revealed himself, he sent
everyone else out, and was alone with all the brothers for a few moments. Wasn’t that dangerous? It
would be the perfect moment for Yehudah to attack!

Yosef was aware of this risk, but preferred this possibility over the risk of embarrassing his brothers.*

Until now, the brothers had been communicating with Yosef through an interpreter. When Yosef
reacted to Yehudah’s passionate speech, without needing interpretation, were the brothers confused?

After Yosef revealed himself, the brothers couldn’t speak for a while**, because they were so
embarrassed®, or because they were processing what they just heard®. For how long were they quiet?
Consider Yosef’s long speech, which likely included pauses, followed by hugging, kissing, and crying.
(Maybe do an experiment and reenact the pesukim — just don’t measure time on Shabbos™®.)

Paroh and his servants were happy that Yosef’s brothers had come to Mitzrayim.*” Perhaps Paroh was
happy for his close advisor — but why were his servants happy?

They were relieved that their leader, Yosef, wasn'’t a foreign slave who was promoted from prison, but was
actually a member of a respected family.®

After Yosef announces his plan to bring his father and his family down to Mitzrayim, Paroh tells Yosef,
“You are commanded to send wagons to transport your family and your father.”** Why was this
command necessary?
o Aware of Yosef’s great integrity, Paroh was concerned that Yosef would not want to use the royal funds
for his own purposes, so Paroh had to issue a royal edict instructing Yosef to send the “company car.”*
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According to Mitzri law, no one could take wagons out of the country without Paroh’s permission; Paroh
issued this edict in order to grant Yosef such permission.*!

Paroh wasn’t commanding Yosef. Rather, he was telling him, “Since you're commanded to honor your
father, send wagons to help him travel.”*?

Paroh tells the brothers, “Take wagons, go home to get your family, come back here, and don’t worry
about packing all your keilim — we’ll supply what you need.”* Why was that last instruction
necessary?
e Paroh was worried that the time lost packing would cause their animals to starve.**
e Paroh knew that Yaakov was careful regarding his keilim, as evidenced by the fact that he went back
for pachim ketanim.*®

What do you think the brothers spoke about while they were traveling back home to get Yaakov?
Even after the emotional events of the day, Yosef was worried that they would get involved in discussing
halacha, so he had to warn them not to get lost!*

Chazal tell us that one who travels alone should use the opportunity to think about Torah, and not
squander this precious, distraction-free time, by thinking about nonsense.*” Why, then, did Yosef tell
his broth4§rs, “While you’re traveling home, don’t become involved in discussing halacha, so you don’t
get lost”™?
e Although contemplating Torah in depth can distract one from his travels, he should use this opportunity
to learn on a simple level.*
An individual can contemplate Torah, even in-depth, while traveling, without risking getting lost; when
travel-partners discuss Torah in-depth, they can become distracted them from their travels.
Although in-depth study is not advisable while traveling, one should analyze everything he encounters
during his journey from a Torah perspective, and wonder, “What is the Torah’s outlook on this? How
would the halacha apply to this? What lesson can | derive from this?”>°

How did Yaakov react when he was told that Yosef was alive?
e Heignored them, and couldn’t believe it."'
¢ He was shocked, suffered a heart-attack-like experience, and was semi-conscious for an extended
period of time. The brothers had to speak to him loudly about Yosef, and show him the wagons, until he
came back to himself and was able to process what happened.®?

After Paroh meets some of Yosef’s brothers, he tells Yosef, “Your father and brothers have come to
you.” Why did he say something so obvious?

He was saying, “They came to see YOU, they are relying on YOU, it's YOUR job to take care of them, and
YOU have the capacity to care for them.”*
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Yosef showed Paroh his weak brothers, so that they wouldn’t be drafted into the army. If you had to
guess, which of Yosef’s brothers were definitely not among the weak brothers?
According to one opinion, Shimon and Levi were in the weaker half of the family.>*

Did Yaakov ever find out that Yosef was sold?

No. He assumed Yosef got lost, and was captured. The brothers were too scared to tell Yaakov what
happened, especially after seeing that Reuvein, Shimon, and Levi were cursed for their errors. Yosef, with his
mussar standards, didn’t want to tell Yaakov. Had Yaakov known, the brothers would have asked Yaakov to
instruct Yosef to forgive them, instead of feeling pressured to fabricate this conversation®.%®

The Torah shares, in great detail, Yosef’'s agricultural taxation and distribution system. Why?

The Torah tells us these details to demonstrate Yosef’'s wisdom, and to highlight that he was completely faithful
to national interests, harboring nothing for himself. As a result, the Mitzrim liked him, because Hashem gives
success to people with Yiras Shamayim.”

IN YOUR OPINION

Have you ever tried to convince someone regarding something, and you could tell that they were not
actually open to hearing your side? (No names please.) Have you ever been guilty of this?

When Yehudah approached Yosef, he opened, “Please let me ‘speak in your ears’ — I'm asking that you be
open to what I'm about to say.” Before trying to sway someone with even the most logical argument, make
sure they are actually willing to hear your opinion.*®

Can you think of a case in which someone might, in his excitement, forget about other people’s
feelings? Have you ever seen anyone who became emotional, but nonetheless remained cognizant and
considerate of others?

Yosef was overcome with emotion, and the moment had finally come for him to reveal himself to his brothers.
Yet, at this charged moment, he first made everyone else leave the room, so his brothers would be spared any
embarrassment.*®

How long can you keep a secret, to prevent embarrassing someone? How long did Yosef avoid
revealing that his brothers had sold him?

Yosef concealed what his brothers had done to him for 39 years: 22 years before they were reunited, and 17
years while they were all living together in Mitzrayim before Yaakov died!®

Lashon hara can lead to many other aveiros bein adam lachaveiro. How many can you think of?
Yosef tells the brothers not to fight on their way home. He was worried that someone would say, “You spoke
lashon hara about Yosef, and made us hate him!"®' Apparently, lashon hara started it all.
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In the city of Vilna there were two very rich people; Reb Moshe and Reb Zimmel." Both sat at the nn wall in the shul. Both wore
the fanciest clothes, both were treated with the utmost respect, and both rode around in beautiful carriages, but their personalities
were very different. Reb Moshe was a calm person. There was always a smile on his face. Maybe he was worried about his many
investments and estates, but on the outside, he was always as tranquil as could be. Reb Zimmel, on the other hand, was a cooking
tea pot. His face always seemed to be bulging with rage. In essence, though, he was not a bad person. Many asked the question, did
these two great nm11aa ever do business with each other? And the answer is, yes. They often did. Did the calm Reb Moshe get
along with the bubbling Reb Zimmel? And the answer is, most of the time he did. Until...

“...and therefore Reb Moshe, being that our partnership is supposed to be 75:25, if we divide it in half according to the last
proposals, and figure in the taxes that we have to pay, it should turn out that | get 75,000, and you get 32,000. Okay? Accepted?”
“Anshuldics mir Reb Zimmel, that is not what we discussed. There is also the issue of how much each side invested, and | invested
more money than you did. | put in more time than you did. According to my calculations, it should be divided 50:50.” Reb Zimmel
scowled, “50:50?! What do you mean 50:50? | get 75,000, and you get 32,000! Let me see how you pulled this off. Ha! Looks like
you conveniently forgot how to add over here.” Reb Moshe’s eyes widened. “Reb Zimmel, are you suggesting in a roundabout way
that | am a ganav?” “Absolutely not,” he shot back. “I am suggesting in a straight forward way - you're a ganav.” Reb Zimmel folded
his arms. “The way | see it's 75,000 for me, 32,000 for you Reb Moshe, and that's the end of this conversation.” Reb Moshe leaned
back in his chair and smiled. “It may be the end of this conversation, but it's not the way we’re going to divide it. | say it should be
50:50. Let us recalculate the entire thing.” Reb Zimmel got up and started pacing the floor. “Yeah, with your calculations it'll probably
come out sixty for you, and forty for me, maybe | should stop while I'm ahead.” “Okay Reb Zimmel, do you want to stop right here?”
“No!” “Well, then perhaps there is room over here for compromise.” “No compromise - nothing. It's the way | see it, or nothing at all.”
Reb Moshe took a deep breath. “Reb Zimmel, | think we should go to a n1in |7 and have everything put forth on the table, and we
will accept whatever the Rav of our town says.” “The Rav of our town? Everyone knows he likes you.” Reb Moshe looked gently at
him. “If you don’t want to go to a din Torah in this town, then we can go to a Din Torah in a different town. You suggest the Rav, Reb
Zimmel, and | will come.” Reb Zimmel glanced at the clock and said, “You suggest the Rav.” Rav Moshe responded, “Hmm... I've
heard many good things about the Rav of Bialystok, Rav Moshe Zev Margulies? the nann of the sefer nixaixn nixn on 01y of
niaay. Do you agree, Reb Zimmel, to come with me, and we shall present our niayv to him in a din Torah? You surely have
heard of the Rav of Bialystok?" “I've heard of him, but the question is, did he hear of me?” “Why is it necessary for him to have heard
of you?” “| like to be treated with respect... Alright, I'll go with you to this Bialystoker Rebbe, but I just hope they treat us with the
proper respect for two such fine, rich, prominent gevaldika people like you and me.” “Oh dear,” Reb Moshe sighed, “come, let us go.”

It was after Shacharis, and the Rav of Bialystok was enjoying some peaceful moments with his gemara. His gabbai was sweeping up
in front of the house, when suddenly, he heard a loud clattering of horse shoes. He looked up and saw four powerful white horses
pulling a very luxurious wagon. His eyebrows went up as the wagon came to a screeching halt in front of the Bialystoker Rav’s house.
The wagon driver opened up the door, saluted, and the famous Reb Moshe and Reb Zimmel stepped out. “| better go tell the Rav
who's here,” said the gabbai to himself. Almost stumbling over his own two feet, the gabbai ran through the door into the Rav’s study.
“Eh I-'m sorry to disturb you, but two of...I think, the richest Jews — i-in this country hhhave just gotten out of a beautiful wagon,
aaand they're standing in front of your house, Rav.” “Well, why don’t you go ask them what they have come for?” “Eh eh | think I'll do
that — eh - okay. The gabbai respectfully backed out of the room and raced to the door, “Ah hello, hello, Shalom Aleichem.” “Alaichem
Shalom,” Reb Moshe replied. “l am Reb Moshe from Vilna, and this, as you may know, is Reb Zimmel from Vilna. We are here for a
min |*7. Can we speak to the Rav now?” “| will go to the Rav and inform him.” A minute later, the gabbai returned and told them,
“The Rav said that as soon as he finishes his morning shiurim he will hear you. Please come in and have a seat in the front room. It
may take an hour or two.” Reb Zimmel gasped, “an hour or two!” Reb Zimmel was not used to waiting. He would try looking into a
sefer, but by the end of the two hours he was huffing and puffing and very impatiently circling the floor where Reb Moshe was sitting
and learning. Finally, the gabbai opened up the door, “The Rav will see you now.”

When Reb Moshe and Reb Zimmel entered the Rav’s study both of them were surprised. The Rav was sitting there with a talis over
his head. Both of them extended their hands to give the Rav Shalom Aleichem, but they received no response. After a couple of
moments, the Bialystoker Rav addressed them. “You are Moshe and Zimmel?” “The two of them looked at each other a little bit
astounded by this manner of being addressed, and finally Moshe answered, “yes, | am Moshe.” “And | am ‘Reb’ Zimmel.” The Rav
continued, “Who is the plaintiff, and who is the defendant?” Reb Zimmel responded, “I'm the one that’s complaining, and Moshe is

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim Shiur #84, Dial-A-Shiur
2 Rav Akiva Eiger, and the ni*727n 78120 nn9x npn, 7"y, described the Bialistoker Rav as: 7xwr x'wa 7xqwr Wity 'aman 7iman [ikan
PI0O™X |'V7'0 T"AN 7"¥T ANT NYN 11121 ,D'YiTZNA IXD1 D'AZNN 112 ,0iTD NoINn ,inTl. He published his nixaixn nixm in y"jpn (1809/10)
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trying to defend himself.” “In that case,” the Rav continued, “Zimmel, go ahead and state your complaint.” “Alright Rav, | don’t know if
you could understand this, but let me explain it to you. You see we have this deal...” Zimmel went on and on, but the Rav kept on
sort of telling him, | understand - | understand, go further, get to the bottom of it. “...so0, you see, according to my calculations, and
according to way we're distributing the investment it should come out that | should get...” Before Reb Zimmel had a chance to
conclude, the Rav concluded for him. “I understand. According to your calculations you should get 75,000 and Moshe should get
32,000.” Reb Zimmel was shocked, “How did you figure that out so fast without a pen and paper?!” The Rav then turned to Reb
Moshe, “Moshe, now state your defense.” “In all due respect Rav, according to my calculations, and according the amount that |
invested, and the way it was set up...” ...and Moshe went on for several minutes explaining exactly how he saw the picture, and the
Rav concluded for him, “The way you have it all worked out, it should be 50:50.” “Again, Moshe and Zimmel looked at each other in
disbelief. The Rav was quicker than they were, in understanding their own nia#yu!” The Rav thought for a couple of moments,
turned a couple of pages in his Shulchan Aruch, and then, still from behind his talis, addressed them one final time. “I will now tell you
what my opinion is. Based on this situation where one partner may have invested a little bit more money, and the other partner may
have invested a little bit more time...” ...and the Rav went on into a lengthy discussion with them, first analyzing each of their taanos,
reiterating and explaining to them the whole situation, exploring the possibilities in the poskim, and to what their case could be
compared to. At one point, Moshe and Zimmel didn’t really understand, but they just kept on nodding as the Rav was talking from
behind his talis. Then, the Rav came to his conclusion. “Therefore, | think the fairest thing would be for Reb Zimmel to get sixty, and
for Reb Moshe to get forty.” Reb Zimmel was angry - but then he began to think, “Even though I'm not getting the whole 75,000, the
Rabbi is right. The way he explained the situation, | really don’t deserve as much.” Reb Moshe was also taken aback at first, but
when he thought about it, he said, “You know, the Rav understands this situation so clearly, even better then we understand it. He’s
right! For Reb Zimmel to get 60,000 and for me to get 40,000 is fair!” The Rav continued, “Very well. Now that you have both thought
it over, | will ask you one final question. Do you accept my pesak?” Reb Zimmel responded, “Yes Rabbi, believe it or not, | do.” “I
also accept your pesak,” answered Reb Moshe.

At that point, the Bialistoker Rav lifted his talis, and for the first time, Reb Moshe and Reb Zimmel were able to see his face. It didn’t
seem like the stern, angry face that was addressing cold questions from behind the talis. Now it was a warm smiley face. The
Bialystoker Rav extended his hand to the two of them. “Shalom Aleichem Reb Moshe! Shalom Aleichem Reb Zimmel! What an
honor it is to have two such fine nzTY '2va in my house. Let me call my gabbai! Reb Yankel, bring in some cake and fruits right
away! Please have a seat. Make yourselves comfortable!” Reb Zimmel grimaced, “Listen Rabbi, this is a little bit too much for me.
I'm... | have to ask you a question. Now suddenly you're treating us like we're menschen? Beforehand you treated us like we were -
| don't know what... sticks! How come you were so rude before? What did we do wrong?” The Rav answered, “Reb Zimmel, I'm
surprised with you! You didn’t do anything wrong. Don’t you know the Mishna in Pirkai Avos? It says, (n:X) D'2'T "2v2 1'0'wd1”
".0'vyn? 1w 1,197 orTniv? Do you give Shalom Aleichem to reshaim? Do you call reshaim ‘Reb’ Zimmel or Reb Moshe.
But now that you were mikabail the din upon yourself the Mishna says “ nx D7y 1722 ,|'R2T2 'V 1'0' ,7'1970 DIYDIYDH
:7Tn.”  Beforehand, | refused to take any interest in you. Now, you are my best friends! Every din Torah should be this way. Now
you were mekabail the din! Now you are, in my eyes, like great {zadikim.

After a really pleasant conversation, Reb Moshe and Reb Zimmel discussed something for a couple of moments between
themselves. Then, each one took out a bag with 500 coins each, and placed it on the table. “Rabbi, this is n'7'va 1w, | know you
are not allowed to take payment to pasken a din Torah, but here is payment for the time that you could have worked while you were
paskening our din Torah.” The Rav, however, refused. “Oh no. | don’t take any n'y'va 12w, | don’t need it. Boruch Hashem, | have
plenty of parnassa without it. Take it back please.” “Oh, but we insist,” said Reb Moshe. “Please Rav, take it! We won'’t take it back
with us.” “If indeed you insist,” answered the Rav, “you can go to my gabbai, and you can direct him to give the money to a njzT1¥Y
fund of your choice, but | really don’t need it. Now, my friends, I'm sorry, but | must return to my gemara. It was a great, great
pleasure to deal with you. You are two ehrlicha people. May you have much hatzlacha in your future endeavors.”

As the beautiful carriage made its way back to Vilna, Moshe sat on one side, while Reb Zimmel sat on the other side
uncharacteristically quiet. “Reb Zimmel, why are you so quiet?” “I have got to thinking. You know something? Look at that Rav! He
sits in front of that gemara and he learns. It's the sweetest thing in the world for him. He doesn’t care that we're standing outside. He
doesn’t care that we offered him a thousand. He has something sweeter than my money.” Reb Moshe asked, “So, why are you
crying Reb Zimmel?” “I'm crying because I'm thinking about something. That Rav has so much 12w in x2n n%iy waiting for him, and
he has nTn n7iv as welll He sits down to his gemara, and he enjoys life more than anyone else. And me? I've done so few niyn,
who knows if | have any xan nY%iv. | don't have nTn DY%iy either. I'm such a nervous wreck about my money, | don’t enjoy this
world. He has both, and | have nothing.” Reb Moshe listened carefully and said, “Hmm, Reb Zimmel, what are you going to do about
it?” “I think it's too late for me to sit down and start learning.” “| wouldn’t say that. Rebbe Akiva was more than...” “| don’t want hear
drashas. I'll tell you what | will do. | was going to send my children to college. Now, | am going to take my millions and put it away so
that they can sit and learn Torah. I'm going to take sons-in-law who are going to sit an learn Torah, and I'm going to support them
with my money. Maybe this way, I'll at least have xan n%iy.”

Later on, when Reb Zimmel’s children became great Talmidai Chachamim and n*ann of sefarim, not only was he zoche to n%iy
Nan, he even had nTn n%iy. We should all be nit to nTn n%iy, and xan n%iy, with many generations of children learning and
teaching Torah.
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Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

CHAYEINY ~ 2.
Weekily Hi|lchos Shabbos
et — lnitiative —

Notes pertaining to snow:

e [tis permissible to lightly shake the snow off one’s hat or coat, but one is
not permitted to shake vigorously, since vigorous shaking will inevitably
cause water to be squeezed out.

e [tis not permissible to go outside an eruv wearing plastic bags on one’s
feet, if they are worn merely for the purpose of easing them into boots.

e Itis not permissible to make snow balls, a snowman, an igloo, or
building blocks from snow. If these are already built, it is not
permissible to break them.

e [tis not permissible to draw figures or write letters on snow.

(G220

Is it permissible to take someone’s temperature with a mercury thermometer?

[t is permissible to take one’s temperature. Chazal did not prohibit measuring if
the intention is to care for the sick. According to Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein,
taking someone’s temperature is not included in the prohibition of measuring
and is therefore permitted for one who is not sick as well.

Is it permissible to shake the thermometer down after using it?

The thermometer should not be shaken down in preparation for the next use if
one does not expect to reuse it on Shabbos.

Is it permissible to use the kind of thermometers that show the temperature by
dyeing numbers?

Thermometers that display the temperature by forming numbers should not be
used if a mercury thermometer is available. However, if a mercury

thermometer is not available, it is permissible to use this type of thermometer
for a choleh.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

The garbage in my kitchen is in a pull-out cabinet. Is there any problem using it on naw?

QUESTION 2

Can | move my garbage can to the table to throw things out?

QUESTION 3

Is my large garbage cannister that is kept outside n¥xpin?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

In a previous article it was discussed about peeling the tabs off a band-aid. What are the pertinent
NID7N about putting the band-aid on oneself?

Answer: When putting a band-aid on a small surface such as a finger, one should not attach the two
ends to each other. Attaching two objects together, such as the two ends of a band-aid, is the ndox7n of
191N, Although the ('A-1"W) X"N1 sounds like he is lenient on temporary 191N, many people will only remove
the band-aid by sliding the band-aid off, which may possibly cause it to be considered a permanent
N'oN, as the two sides are not separated. Rather, one should put it on along the length of the finger, this
way the two sides don't attach, removing the 19In issue.

continued....
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continued....

QUESTION 2

If someone I'N needs stitches, can they get on Naw?

Answer: Stitches on clothing is a form of 19IN. There is an unresolved N7NW amongst the D'PoOID if there is
191N on the body of a person, which may possibly make stitching a person an n1IN JIO'N. Therefore, a
person who needs stitches should have the stitches be done by a non-Jew instead . Since he is a n7IN, he
may have a non-Jew do ndX7n for him.

There are some Jewish doctors who will stitch a person on Naw, probably based on a pod they received
from their NXIN NN that it is only P7QNTN NION, and the N7on is that if someone may suffer permanent
damage to a limb, even a Jew may be NIy an (T"-N"JW Y’Y ‘Y) P2TTN IO, In such a case, if someone
needs they can go to such a doctor, as there is no problem of 1Y 197 when asking someone to do
something if he received a poY allowing it. (See Year 1 Week 4 where this was discussed pertaining to
opening bottles.)

QUESTION 3

Is there anything that one is allowed to put on for very chapped lips?

Answer: One may not put Vaseline on lips, as spreading or applying pressure to it would be the IO~ of
pnnn. Applying oil would not have that issue, but is still not allowed, since it is a form of medicine, which is
not allowed on NaW according to the ('N-1"JW) X"NN. Therefore, there is no practical NXY, unless the person is
in a lot of pain, which then waives the 10N of taking medicine. Such a person could apply oil to his lips.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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The Dibuk of Nickelsburg
Part 11

Recap: Naftali, a regular bachur, suddenly began
to act very strangely and uncontrollably when a
dibuk entered his body. For the next five years, he
wandered around Europe. When he reached
Nickelsburg, the rav, Rav Dovid Oppenheim,
tasked the mekubal Rav Moshe Prager with
removing the dibuk from Naftali. Rav Moshe used
kabbalah and other holy means, but he could not
coax the dibuk out.

The following day, when Naftali drifted out of
consciousness, his arms and legs were tied down
to restrain him, and he was carried to the shul. He
was placed in front of the open aron kodesh,
where Rav Moshe Prager and the other two
rabbanim were waiting for him.

“I’m warning you,” Rav Moshe said, addressing
the spirit that had hijacked Naftali’s body. “If you
do not leave right now, I will begin to say sheimos
in a way that will cause you tremendous pain.”

At first the voice inside Naftali was silent. When
it finally spoke, it sounded less defiant. “Give me
twelve more months,” the spirit pleaded. “I can’t
leave him now. Give me another twelve months!”

“Absolutely not,” Rav Moshe exclaimed. “You
must leave now.”

“Then give me twelve hours,” the voice begged.

“No,” Rav Moshe said firmly. “You must leave
now. And if you don’t leave, I will be forced to
perform a kabbalistic ritual that will put you in a
much worse position than the one you are in
now.”

“Please don’t do that!” the spirit cried out.
“Please! My situation is terrible as it is. Please
don’t make it worse!”

Rav Moshe closed his eyes in thought for a
moment. “What is your name?” he asked the
voice.

“Shmuel,” it responded immediately.
“What is your father’s name?”

“My father is Mendel, the son of Michoel.”
“And your mother?”

“Baila,” the deep voice said. Then, to the shock of
everyone present, it began to speak negatively
about its mother in the harshest of terms, sparing
her no respect. “Everything that happened to me
was because of her,” the spirit concluded bitterly.

“Tell us what happened,” Rav Moshe coaxed.
“Perhaps if we know what your sins were, we’ll
be able to help you atone for them.”



“I grew up in a very wealthy home,” the spirit
began. “My mother would spoil me terribly,
giving me anything I wanted. She spared nothing
so that I would succeed beyond everyone’s
wildest dreams. She didn’t care about the feelings
of others or anything else; only that I would reach
the top. I received whatever I wanted and never
even heard the word ‘no’.

“In her efforts to push me to the top, she caused a
big fight between me and another man. Then she
helped me trample on his honor to increase my
own. With my mother’s strong encouragement, I
soon became one of the most influential people in
the city, but I only reached this high place by
stepping on tens of others. With my mother’s firm
backing, I used my power to destroy anyone who
tried to get in my way. No deed was too harsh for
the ruthless, power-hungry man I had become.

“At one point, two rabbanim came to warn me
that I needed to get off the terrible track I was on
before it was too late. Instead of heeding their
warning, I arranged with my henchmen to have
the two rabbanim killed. This was a new low,
even for me, and it signaled the beginning of my
freefall into the lowest bowels of sin.

“Until then, as low as I’d fallen, I had my red lines
that I would never cross, but once I had been
responsible for the killing of two talmidei
chachamim, there was nothing left to hold me
back. I had breached a serious boundary, and now
I had nothing to contain my evil inclination. ’'m
embarrassed to tell you what else I did, but suffice
it to say that things only got worse, not better.

“At the end of the story, I succeeded in having all
the Jews of my city expelled permanently. They
lost their homes and their businesses, and had to
wander around in search of a new haven to take
them in. But through their homelessness, I
solidified my power in the region, and I wasn’t
even the slightest bit moved by their plight.

“Rav Moshe, you can’t even begin to imagine the
enormity of my sins,” the spirit concluded sadly.
“And now, in the World of Truth, I am being
made to pay for them fully. There are menacing
angels ready to rip me to shreds if I leave. At least
here, inside his body, I have a small measure of
peace. [ can’t go!”

“You must go,” Rav Moshe repeated. Shmuel’s
story was tragic, and the depths to which he had
fallen was terrible, but Naftali was still very much
alive, and he didn’t deserve the endless suffering
of a spirit dwelling in his body.

“I will not leave!” the spirit insisted.

Realizing that it would take everything he had to
get the spirit to leave, Rav Moshe began to
concentrate on kabbalah again, using the most
powerful sheimos he knew. When he finished, he
remarked to those standing nearby, “The spirit
will leave him within the next twelve hours. It
won’t be able to withstand the pressure I just
placed upon it.”

Naftali was brought back to the motel, where he
was untied and left to rest. From a safe distance,
a group of curious onlookers observed him,
waiting to see what would happen next.

Early the following morning, Naftali suddenly
stood up and began running at an enormous
speed. He crossed the length of the long room in
seconds and then turned around, running back the
way he came. As he repeated his frenetic circuit
of the room, people came rushing over to see what
was happening.

2

“Get away,” the deep voice cried from with
Naftali. “Get away from me or you’ll be harmed!”

The people hastily obeyed, backing off before the
spirit managed to reach them, too.



Naftali seemed to be having an especially severe
attack. He threw himself against the wall with
terrible force and then raced the opposite wall and
did the same thing. There was a terrible sound of
screaming, and then he fell to the floor in a faint.

Blood began to gush from his toes. Moments
later, the window shattered.

The spirit had left his body.

Naftali sat up groggily as the people cautiously
came closer to inspect the situation. It was
immediately evident that Rav Moshe Prager had
been successful in forcing the spirit to leave. The
voice emerging from Naftali’s voice was entirely
different from the deep one they had come to
know, and the new Naftali was docile and
pleasant.

Someone rushed to bring Naftali a pair of tefillin,
which he donned for the first time in more than
five years. He put on a yarmulka, made brachos
on his food, and acted just like the young man he
had been before the spirit had taken him hostage.
He could barely believe that his years-long ordeal
was finally over.

Rav Moshe Prager was notified about the
developments, and he was pleased that his efforts
had borne results. However, he’d been forced to
make use of very dangerous kabbalah in his
attempts to coax the stubborn spirit out of Naftali,
and he now wanted to take a careful look at
everything he’d done to determine whether he’d
acted properly.

That evening, he sat together with the other two
rabbanim who’d joined him in the mission to help
Naftali and together, they went through the
various sheimos and pesukim that he’d made use
of. They were in the middle of an intense analysis
when they suddenly sensed the presence of
another being in the room together with them.

They could not see it, but they could definitely
sense it, and they instinctively knew what it was.

The spirit that had been peacefully using Naftali’s
body was now back to speak to them.

The spirit began to yell in the same deep voice
they all recognized so well. “I’m out of Naftali’s
body, but next I will go into each of you!” it
threatened them angrily.

“Why?” they asked it.

“Because you put so many excommunications on
my soul,” the spirit responded. “And even after I
left his body, you did not release them. You used
holy sheimos, and my soul is now trapped by your
deeds.”

“We only said those things on condition that you
remain in Naftali’s body,” Rav Moshe explained.
“But now that you’ve left, the condition doesn’t
apply, and the cherem, along with everything else,
doesn’t apply either.”

“I need you to release me from them,” the spirit
insisted. “You must say it out of your mouths.
And you must recite kaddish for me and learn
mishanyos for me.”

“It’s late at night now,” the rabbanim replied.
“We can’t help you now, but we will do as you
say in the morning.”

True to their word, the following morning, the
three rabbanim stood up in front of the shul.
Before the entire congregation, they nullified the
excommunication and released the liens they had
placed on the spirit’s soul.

But if they expected the story to be over, it wasn’t.

That night, Naftali went to bed when he suddenly
developed a raging fever. His hosts immediately
grew concerned, and their concern soon



mushroomed into deep worry when they realized
that his temperature was abnormally high, even
for a fever. They had never seen anybody exude
such severe heat, and they worried for his life.
They hurried to call Rav Moshe Prager, who came
rushing over.

“Naftali, Naftali,” Rav Moshe called to the
feverish boy. “What’s going on? Didn’t the spirit
leave your body?”

Naftali turned his flaming face toward him. “It
did,” he said weakly. “But now, it returned. It’s
standing here right before me, insisting that it will
reclaim my body hostage. I can’t bear it. The fear
alone is causing me to lose my mind. And that’s
what this fever is from.”

Rav Moshe looked around, but did not see
anything. To his eyes, the room was empty save
for Naftali and himself. “Naftali, I can’t see or
hear him. Tell me what he is saying.”

“He’s saying, ‘I want to come back inside you,’”
Naftali moaned. “He’s telling me that for five
years, he did me a favor. He lived inside my body,
and not once did any ailment befall me. I survived
terrible blows without a scratch; I walked
barefoot on ice and did not get sick. He’s telling
me that it was his power that protected me during
these years, and because he did me this favor, 1
need to let him back in.”

“Don’t let him back in,” Rav Moshe warned.

“I told him that,” Naftali responded in a frail
voice. “I told him that I refuse to let him in. But
he keeps insisting. He told me that he was
sentenced to seventy years of this wandering,
floating around in the world and running away
from the terrifying angels. He already did forty
years, but he still has another thirty left. He’s
saying that he can’t do another thirty years. He
needs to come inside me to achieve peace.”

“But we helped him atone,” Rav Moshe
exclaimed.

Naftali gave a small nod. “Yes, it seems that you
did help him. Before you did tikkunim for him, he
used to have judgement seven times a day, each
time resulting in agonizing beatings. Now that
you’ve intervened, his judgements were reduced
to just two times a day, resulting in much less
beatings. But even those beatings twice a day are
too much for him, and he keeps asking me to let
him back in.”

“Tell him that I will do the biggest tikkunim
possible so that he merits complete atonement,”
Rav Moshe told Naftali. “But only on the
condition that he leave you completely alone. He
has no permission to bother you anymore.”

Naftali repeated this to the spirit, and shortly
thereafter, his body relaxed. The room was quiet,
and for the first time in many years, Naftali was
truly serene.

Rav Moshe kept his word and invested much time
in doing tremendous tikkunim for Shmuel,
helping him achieve peace in the Next World.

When Rav Dovid Oppenheim returned to
Nickelsburg, he went to see Rav Moshe and to
hear what had happened. He listened carefully to
the entire story, making careful note of all the
details, and then he wrote it all down. The entire
story was then printed, in Rav Dovid’s
handwriting, in his sefer, so that the future
generations of klal Yisrael would understand how
terrible averios are and how far astray it can lead
someone.

In his sefer, Rav Dovid Oppenheim writes that
Shmuel’s story didn’t start with murder, but rather
with too much gashmiyus, with spoiling. He got
whatever he wanted and never learned the
meaning of “no”. As he got older, he didn’t



magically begin to understand that he couldn’t
always have everything he wanted. When the
things he wanted were beyond the means of his
parents, he did what it took to fulfill his whims,
stopping at nothing to achieve his aims.

This is why it is so important to limit indulgences,
even those that we can afford and can easily treat
ourselves with. It is not just to minimize jealousy
and keep the standards in our communities low; it
is also to train ourselves to live without
everything we want, so that we can know how to
manage when we are unable to fulfill a whim we
badly want.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #TG56
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EVEN THOUGH R* MOSHE SHAIN AND HIS WIFE RUCHOMA HAD THE MEDICINE WAS GHASTLY AND 8URNED HIS
INFLAMED THROAT.

HEARD ABOUT THE TERRIBLE POVERTY IN PRE-WAR ELIROPE, THEY
WERE STILL SHOCKED WHEN THEY CAME TO MIR, POLAND, AND
SAW THE LINSANITARY CONDITIONS AND PRIMITIVE MEDICAL CARE. MOSHE, PLEASE,
ONE DAY, @' MOSHE FELL ILL WITH TONSILLITIS. PLEASE DRINK SOMETHING...

//‘f I AL50 COOKED THIS SOFT
THIS IS NOT TASTY, PORRIDGE. IT WILL 6O DOWN

|

DR. SALPEK, T HAVE

HIGH FEVER; MY THROAT BUT IT IS NECESSARY TO LOWER WITHOUT HURTING YOLR
S BLPNING! YOUR FEVER... YOU MUST DRINK THROAT.. I OUST CAN'T
’ EVERY HOLIR..YOU ARE GETTING

..THE PAIN WHEN I
SWALLOW 1S SO GREAT..
OY, THE PAIN IS TOO
MUCH...

DEHYDRATED...

R’ MOSHE WAS AWED AND SHOCKED WHEN THE MASHGIACH
WALKED IN, R’ LEVENSTEIN ASKED MRS, SHAIN TO REHEAT THE
PORRIDGE AND GIVE HIM A CUP OF WARM WATER WITH A SPOON.

—
REBBE,

PLEASE FORGIVE ME..
MY HUSBAND IS JUST NOT
EATING OR DRINKING... HE
HAS TONSILLITIS AND HIGH
FEVER.. WHAT SHOULD 1 /

RLCHOMA GOES TO R’ YECHEZKEL
LEVENSTEIN, THE MASHGIACH. [
= "rﬁﬁ
4

OY! 0O NOT
WASTE A MOMENT!
TAKE ME TO YOUR
HOME AS FAST AS
YOU CAN...

NOW PLEASE OPEN
YOUR MOUTH AND TAKE THIS
SPOON OF WATER.. NOW PLEASE
OPEN YOUR MOUTH FOR THIS
SPOONFLUL OF PORRIDGE.. NOW
PLEASE TAKE THIS SPOON OF
WATER..

- [ = ---
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WITH PATIENCE AND CARE THE MASHGIACH SAT MORE THAN AN HOUR LATER.... Oy PEEEI - THANK
AND FED 2’ MOSHE FOR OVER AN HOLIR.. ,
yOU! HE LOOKS SO MUCH
PLEASE DO NOT
HESITATE 10 CALLME IF QETTER. THIS IS THE FIRST
ESITATE ALL ME | MORSEL OF FOOD AND DRINK

.NOW PLEASE

HE REFUSES TO EAT OR ;
TAKE THIS HE'S HAD ALL WEEK.
SPOONFUL OF I SIMPLY DARE
PORRIDGE... NOT COMPLAIN...

THE MASHGIACH'S
CARING AND CONCERN
HELPED ME JUST AS MUCH
AS IT HELPED MY HUSBAND
MOSHE!

R’ YECHEZKEL (CHATZKEL) LEVENSTEIN D781 WAS BORN IN WARSAW, POLAND, TO NTIN AND 1221 YONDY. AT AGE 13,
HE WENT TO LOMZA N2P¥ AND THEN TO RADIN WHERE HE LEARNED LINDER 210 PN INIY /M KAGAN Y781 (BETTER
KNOWN AS THE D»N N9ND. IN RADIN, R’ CHATZKEL 8ECAME VERY CLOSE TO DY) ' LEVOVITZ 9781 WHOM HE
REVERED AS HIS MENTOR. LPON DM "'S ADVICE, HE WENT TO KELM WHERE HE LEARNED LINDER WD 18 M
8ROIDE 9781 AND ANY DINY " ZIV 9781, WHEN P10 NY RELOCATED FROM POLAND, R’ CHATZKEL SERVED AS ITS
NPIYN DLURING DN 17'S ABSENCE. LATER, HE SERVED AS NYN IN D?N \Y NV IN KLETSK. IN 1435, R’ CHATZKEL
MOVED TO YN YN AS N)YN OF THE LOMZA NV IN PETACH TIKVAH, BUT RETURNED TO R AFTER DM 'S
N7PV9. HE LED THE N2Y) DURING WWIT IN SHANGHAI, LATER IN THE L.S. AND FINALLY IN 9N YIN. UPON @’
DESSLER'S NPVI, R CHATZKEL BECAME NMMIVN IN PONEVEZH. HIS ILLUSTRIOUS D>PNYA INCLUOED NV 1 WOLBE
91y, VT 1 SEGAL, DY NSV M BREVDA SIYY, bmnw 7 BIRNBALIM D781, AND DIN) ') PARTZOVITZ Y7831, 7 VOLUMES
OF HIS WORKS, N2 TN, HAVE BEEN PLBLISHED, INCLLUDING A VOLUME OF LETTERS.
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D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DoviID PINCUS ZT"L

" THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF 7N 517 {3 3py» Anm1 17 13 YR,
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.
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He fell on the neck of his brother Binyamin and cried, and Binyamin cried on his

neck. (Bereishis 45:14)

Yosef cried on Binyamin’s shoulder,and Binyamin
cried on his. Yosef foresaw the destruction of the Beis
Hamidkash which was within Binyamin’s borders,
and Binyamin foresaw the destruction of Mishkan
Shilo which was within Yosef’s borders.

But why was this issue on their minds at the time
of their reunion after so many years? Surely when
brothers meet each other after a long period of
separation, each asks the other how he has been, and
talks about what has happened since they last met. It
seems strange that they focused at this time on a sad
event that was hundreds of years away.

This truth, this is not a question at all. The
Beis Hamikdash is all about the presence of the
Shechinabh, in other words, our connection and
relationship with Hashem. So the issue really was:
how does Hashem figure into their meeting with
one another? This is the only true issue. The joy of
Yosef and Binyamin meeting each other was the joy

of the unification of the Jewish people, by means of
which the Shechinab rests on us, and this represents
the Geulah of the Jewish people. So they started to
rejoice. But then they envisioned the future burning
of the Beis Hamikdash, so they started to cry.

It was the same when Yaakov and Rachel first met.
It says that “Yaakov kissed Rachel and raised his voice
and cried” Rashi explains he foresaw that she is not
destined to be buried with him. This raises a similar
question: why was he thinking about their future
burial plots the first time he met her? Now is the time
to think about getting married, not about their funeral.

However, someone who is perturbed by this
question simply doesn’t understand what took place
when they met. Yaakov is the embodiment of midas
Tiferes, which s the midah of Kudsha Brich Hu. Rachel
represents the Shechinah Hakedoshab (it says in many
siddurim that Tikun Rachel is tikun Hashechinah).
Thus, Yaakov meeting Rachel represented Tm»



1NOW X P2 Xw . They started to cry because
right now, there is a unification of Kudsha Brich Hu
with the Shechinah, and this represents Geulas Yisrael,
but it won't last forever. The Jewish people is destined
to be exiled. Rachel will be buried in Kever Rachel,
and Yaakov in Maaras Hamachpelah. If not for this

(J)

ICH T

separation between Yaakov and Rachel, Galus would

not take place!
For the Avos, and for Yosef and Binyamin, there is
no issue other than Gexulas Yisrael and the presence

of the Shechinah. When they foresee that this is
destined to be lacking, they cry. o

What to be Happy About
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They recounted to him, saying, “Yosef is still alive, and he rules over all the land of

Egypt.” (Bereishis 45:26)

Yosef’s brothers came back home and told their
father Yaakov two things. First they told him that
“Yosef is still alive,” implying he is still a zzaddik, as
only a tzaddik is truly “alive.”

The second thing they told Yaakov is that Yosef
“rules over all the land of Egypt.” They recounted his
glory, grandeur and wealth.

Yaakov, after hearing their reports, responded:
“It is great that Yosef my son is alive” It was
enough to hear that Yosef maintained his zzidkus.
But he didn’t see what was so important about
Yosef having become a great and powerful ruler.
The important thing is that he is a tzaddik, and
this made Yaakov happy, this made Yaakov want
to go and see him. If chas v’shalom Yoset would
have lost his ¢zidkus, Yaakov would not have had
the desire to go see him.

This shows us what parents should be proud of.
Fame and success are not important. Torah is.

When Yaakov finally saw Yosef, he said, “I will die

only once, after having seen you, for you are still alive.”

As we mentioned, “alive” implies that he is a zzaddik.
Yaakov can now leave this world with confidence. His
son’s merits will continue to benefit him even after his
death. This is because someone who brings others to
do mitzvos has a share in those mitzvos.

If we raise our children to Torah learning and
Torah observance, besides the nachas, we will share
in their merits in the next world. The reverse is also
true: ifa person neglects to raise his children to Torah
and mitzvos, beside the grief and shame it causes him
in this world, he will be punished for their sins even
after he passes away.

This is why Yaakov was confident after seeing
Yosef that he will die only once. If Yosef had become
like the wicked Egyptians, Yaakov would die and
die again — he would be punished over and over, for
all the sins that his son continues to commit even
after Yaakov passes away. But now that he saw how
Yosef kept up his zzidkus, Yaakov has nothing to
worry about. On the contrary, he will ascend from
madreigah to madreigah after he passes away. o
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Stand Apart
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And it will be that when Pharaoh will call for you, and will say, “What do you do?”

you should say, “Your servants have been herdsmen... so that you will dwell in the

land of Goshen, because the Egyptians detest all shepherds. (Bereishis 46:33-34)

We see that Yosef wanted his brothers to live in
Goshen. Why? Rashi says he wanted them to be far
from Pharaoh, to be out in the land of Goshen.

We already saw in Parshas Vayishlach how Yaakov
Aviny made sure not to join up with Eisav. When
Eisav offered to travel along with them, Yaakov turned
him down, and told him »X1 72y 297 38 X3 22Y
TY D27 237712907 WK 1IKRINRT D377 OWK7 17MNK
TPV O3TR DX Nan K. He told Eisav that they travel
agonizingly slow, because of all the children and all the
flocks, so he should just go ahead at his own pace. That’s
the simple meaning of the verse. Chazal say there is an
allusion here that until Mashiach comes, they will not
meet, they will not join with one another. (Only when
Mashiach comes will they meet, to make an accounting
for all the rivers of Jewish blood that Eisav spilled.)

And here in this week’s parshab, we see how
important it was to them not to dwell close to the non-
Jews, even though they had to live in their land. They
preferred to humiliate themselves and say they were
herdsmen, so the Egyptians will settle them far away.
This repeated itself when Yosef presented his brothers
to Pharaoh. He took along the weakest of his brothers,
so they won't be appointed to official positions.

It was this way with the Jewish people throughout
their exile. Our fathers and forefathers didn’t want
to be close to the “high ups” and to be involved with
economic and political matters. They didnt mind
being “outcasts” from the supposedly enlightened
environment that existed next to them. They preferred
to suffer all the harsh decrees and persecutions, just to
avoid being in close contact with them.

So it was with the brothers of Yosef, the brothers

1 Bereishis 33:14.

of the viceroy of Egypt. They could have taken very
high and esteemed positions. But they preferred being
detested by their neighbors, just so they won't have to
mix in with the life of Egyptian society.

How did they prepare themselves for coming to
their new country? N7 401 Y& 1197 MHW AT NN
M 1399 — “He sent Yehudah in front of him, to Yosef;
to instruct before him to Goshen”? Chazal say that the
“instruction” in this pasuk is Torah instruction. In other
words, Torah learning. As Rashi explains, Yehudah was
sent ahead to set up a study house from which Torah
instruction will emanate. So we see that Yaakov Avinu
was not willing to go to a new place until they set up a
beis midyash there.

Ostensibly, the normal way would be to first choose
agood place to live, in a good environment, and then to
move in, and the next morning, to ask where the shu/s.
Because on moving day, who has time for such things...

But Yaakov Avinu didn’t do it that way. Just like
people won’t move into a new home unless they make
sure in advance that it has water and electricity and
everything else essential, so Yaakov Avinu treated his
spiritual needs. For him, a beis midrash was as essential
as water. He won’t move in, he won't go down to Egypt,
until a beis midrash is ready.

All this teaches us that Torah learning and mitzvah
observance are not just lofty and important matters.
They define our lives in the most basic way. Torah is the
central point to which everything we do and think is
focused. This is why our forefather made sure that first
of all, there should be a beis midrash, because this is

what life is. ®

2 Ibid 46:28.
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Chanukah and Purim can be described as the
legs, the thighs, on which the edifice of Judaism
stands. They correspond to the traits of Nezzach and
Hod. This is actually a Kabbalistic concept, but we
will attempt to explain it on a simple level.

Parshas Vayishlach describes the struggle between
Yaakov and Eisav. This struggle is ongoing. The
dust they threw up while wrestling is still in the air.
Yaakov prevailed in the end, but Eisav’s ruling angel
managed to injure Yaakov’s thigh. Consequently, we
are still limping on our thigh to this day. In other
words, the rest of our spiritual limbs and organs
are intact. The Jewish mind thinks pure thoughts,
its eyes are free of improper sights, its mouth and
cars avoid lashon hara, its heart is pure. But its legs
sustained some damage. This requires explanation.

The course of the year has six Yamim Tovim that
are called Mikraei Kodesh. There is the first and last
day of Pesach, the first and last day of Sukkos, the one
day of Rosh Hashanah and the one day of Shavuos.
In addition, we have Yom Kippur and Shabbos. All
these are called Moadim.

What about Chanukah and Purim? They are not
Moadim in the Biblical sense of the word. They are
Rabbinic in origin, but they are still an intrinsic part
of the system of Moadim.

On the Moadim there is a great downpour, a
virtual deluge of kedushah, the purpose of which is to
revolutionize our lives. We go through the holidays
every year. But imagine what would happen if chas
vshalom ayear would go by without Shavu'os or Yom
Kippur. We could not continue to exist!

The kedushab of the Biblically-ordained Moadim
separates us from melachah, from creative work, from
all the things we need to do in order to physically
sustain ourselves in the material world. The Moadim

Chanukah is our Legs

lift us above the world, above derech hateva.

Chanukabh, too, comes to revolutionize our lives,
but in a different way.

First let us understand what we are lacking
without Chanukah and Purim.

At the end of each of the above-mentioned
Moadim, the sun sets, it grows dark, and we recite
Havdalah, in which we declare that until now, we
were in a world of kedushah, and now we are entering
the mundane world. We are leaving a world of true
Jewishness, of supernatural connection and closeness
to Hashem, and now we will live the coming days on
aworldly plane.

Yes, we wish to take the kedushah of the sublime
days with us into our mundane lives, and indeed
this is the goal. But how does it happen, practically
speaking? The next day we wake up in the morning
and start running the race of daily life again. How do
we hold onto the kedushah of the Moadim?

This is exactly the problem with how we practice
Judaism. It lacks proper support to hold it up. The
Moadim give us a golden opportunity to experience
the beautiful, ideal picture of Yiddishkeit. But it all
falls down when the weekdays start again. It lacks a
proper foundation to hold it up.

In other words, it lacks “legs” on which to stand.

That’s why we have Chanukah, which is the “legs” of
the edifice of Judaism. Chanukah is able to accomplish
this because it is a Moed, but at the same time, it is also
mundane weekdays, on which we may perform all
manners of work. This is an amazing combination.

Chanukah is all about the struggle between
Yisrael and Greece. The Greeks are descendants of
Yefes and they value beauty above all. Chazal say that
the ancient Greek tongue was a beautiful language.

Beauty is tied up with nature, with the natural world.
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Nature is tremendously beautiful.
The Greeks claim all the beauty and all the
benefits of the natural world for themselves. They

concede pure spirituality to the descendants of
Shem, to the Jews, but cannot accept that we take
part in the material world as well. How can we eat
meat and drink wine on our holy days? How can we
wear fine clothing on Shabbos? How can the Koher
Gadol dress in magnificent garments when he serves
in the Beis Hamikdash? What has all that to do with
the spiritual heritage of Shem??

The Torah outlook is that we should live
kedushah fully, with every fiber of our being and
every limb of our body. We should serve Hashem
with fine clothing, with food and drink. We should
bring kedushah into the realm of natural living. We
don’t sacrifice our life for kedushah, we rather bring
kedushah into every aspect of our life.

Just as the Greek outlook secks to separate the
holy (which belongs to the Jews) from the mundane
(which belongs to the Greeks) so it seeks to separate
the holy days from the mundane weekdays. To the
Greeks it is unacceptable to try and bring kedushah
into the secular workdays because the two don’t mix.
It’s okay to have holy days, but when they’re over,
they’re over.

And so it was until the Chashmona’im came
along. They innovated a new type of Moed. A new
concept. It goes like this: The natural world on its
own is meaningless to us; we can and should live on a
supernatural level even within this world. A Jew lives
a “natural” life that is, in fact, a life of kedushah. In
other words, you can make a Moed on an ordinary
weekday. And so they did. It is called Chanukah.

The mundane can be sanctified through the
power of mesirus nefesh. This may be understood as
follows. A person has a lot of natural desires, but the
strongest desire of all is the will to live. A person will

give anything he has to save his life.
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as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt'l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

However, there is one thing that is more precious
to a Jew than anythingelse. It is even more important
than his very life. This expresses mesirus nefesh.
Giving one’s life means breaking the force of nature.
Mesirus nefesh means a person is not living within
the bounds of the natural world; he is above it. This
is the power of the Chashmona’im, who, through
their mesirus nefesh, got rid of the Greeks.

The Chashmona’im did not kill out the Greeks.
Rather, they created a new reality. Their new reality
is that every Jew, through mesirus nefesh, can live a
life of kedushah even on the mundane weekdays.
This is the message of Chanukah.

This gives us “legs” to stand on. We can carry
over the sublime kedushah of the Moadim, which
represent true Jewish living, into the ordinary
workdays. We have a solid base to support us.

We all feel a pull to the beautiful things that
the world has to offer. We appreciate wisdom,
we are interested in scientific and technological
developments, we enjoy beautiful music, we want
to know what’s happening in the world and follow
the news. All this beauty belongs essentially to
Yefes.

As long as we are attached to it, we are bound to
fall down. We may spend many long hours in the beis
midrash, and even in the Beis Hamikdash, but when
we come out, which must happen sooner or later,
we fall. Why? Because we don’t have “legs” When
we leave the place of kedushah, we have nothing to
support us.

Mesirus nefesh, Chanukah, is the answer. Even
when we are living and acting in the mundane world,
we are not truly attached to it. We don’t belong to it.
We live a supernatural life of kedushabh even in the
workaday world.

W just light a candle and banish the darkness of
this world. In a life of kedushah we will find every
pleasure. We will lack nothing. e

For comments, dedications and donations:
W4 nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
Send us an email.
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