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Last Resort

(n ,22) .0n1W 12T NI D'PYND TY

When the Torah instructs baalei dinim to bring their dispute to Beis Din, it uses the word “Tu — until”. This word usage
seems unusual. Wouldn’t the word “7x —to,” be more appropriate?

Rav Moshe Shternbuch (Taam V’Daas) explains that some people are naturally litigious, always looking to pick a fight. The
Torah is teaching us that instead of constantly running to Beis Din, it is more appropriate to first try and deal with the issue
and settle the dispute yourself. (In fact, first look to avoid having the dispute in the first place!) It is only after one tries
unsuccessfully to settle the dispute that one should go to Beis Din. “Until” the Judges teaches us to first address the issue
yourself and only come to Beis Din as a last resort.

With our Hands and Hearts

(n ,23) .My 2tYN 2 17 2TVn NYTNIINWA NNN Y21 INIY IR0 AN 2 0,20
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The pasuk tells us that when seeing the donkey of a sonei, which Chazal tells us that it is referring to a baal aveirah that
one is permitted to hate, collapsing under it’s load, you are commanded to help him. The Targum adds that azov taazov
imo means to rid your heart of hatred for that moment and help him. It seems from the Targum that it’s not enough to go
through the motions and help him while harboring hatred in your heart. When doing the action of chesed, it’s not enough
to do it physically, a person has to experience it emotionally as well. Therefore, part and parcel of the mitzvah is to forsake
the hatred in your heart while helping the sonei.

There is a story told about the Steipler, that there was a certain person he was makir tov to and would send letters any time
this person made a simchah. One time, the Steipler wrote the letter and handed it to his son Rav Chaim to deliver. Amoment
later, the Steipler called him back, put the note in the garbage and rewrote a new letter. Later, Rav Chaim looked at the
disposed original and was shocked to see that it was word for word the same as the second draft. Confused, Rav Chaim
asked his father for an explanation. “The first, | wrote without feeling hakaras hatov, that’s why | needed to rewrite it!”

The hakaras hatov the Steipler felt in his heart made no difference to the recipient, but that’s the point. The purpose of
chesed is not only to benefit others, but to help better ourselves as well. The Torah says regarding tzedakah, lo s‘ameitz
levavcha. We are commanded to have compassion in our hearts. Similarly, a person is commanded to help even a sonei
load his donkey, I'chvosh es yitzro, to help ourselves overcome our Yetzer Hara, not just the beneficiaries sake. Therefore,
it’s important to fulfill chesed with our hearts, not only with our hands.
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Help Shoulder the Burden

(n,22) .Y 2tYUN 2tV 17 21YN N2TNEINEA NN Y21 INIW NN ARIN 120,20

The Chofetz Chaim would say that if we are commanded to help the donkey of a sonei, even if it is carrying mere sticks and
stones, how much more so if it’s carrying life saving medications. And imagine, if it’s not a donkey, but a person carrying the
heavy load, we are definitely supposed to help him. And what if that person is not carrying a physical load, but a load of Torah
and mitzvos? How much more we need to assist him and make sure he doesn’t collapse under the weight.

The Chofetz Chaim would use this thought to encourage people to be nosei b’ol with Roshei Yeshiva who are carrying the
burden of harbatzas haTorah. Each Yid is obligated to be azov taazov imo and lend a shoulder to help prevent him from
collapsing under the weight of his priceless load.

At the same time, the Chofetz Chaim would warn the lomdei Torah of their responsibility to their tomchim. In Birchas
Hamazon we say Tul D71V7 0721 K71 w121 K7W '121 NNINAON AN70N 7T DN '3 DNRIZN T K21 07 w2 Nann T2 87, The Chofetz
Chaim explains that TuI 0?71V7 is referring to Olam Habah. When a tomeich Torah supports a talmid chochom in this world, he
deserves a portion of his Torah in the next. But what will happen when he comes up naw 0wyl nkN 1NN, and they tell the
supporter that his learning account is empty because the person he supported wasted his time and didn’t really learn? Of
course, this will be a tremendous bushah for that talmid chochom, Tul D21V 0%21 K71 w21 K7W
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Mesirus Nefesh in a Russian Labor Camp

Rav Paysach Krohn describes how when Rav Tuvya Goldstien and his friends were young, they were ready to sacrifice their
lives for Shabbos. The story takes place in a Russian labor camp, in 1943.

Rav Tuvya and some yeshivah bachurim were imprisoned in the camp, and were forced to work even on Shabbos. Their job
was to take chopped tree trunks and branches and carry them to a nearby river. One Shabbos afternoon, the supervisor
brought the group to the work area, and told them that he would return in three hours to check on their progress. The
bachurim thought they would be left unobserved, but the supervisor went to the top of a nearby hill and secretly watched
them, and what he saw made him very angry.

Rav Tuvya and his friends felt that if they had to work on Shabbos, they should at least minimize the chilul Shabbos as much
as possible. They therefore decided to implement two Halachic concepts. One, if two people carry an item that is usually
carried by one person, it is a d’rabanan, not a d’oraysa, and second, carrying less than four amos at a time. This too is an
aveirah d’rabbanan, not a d’oraysa.

All afternoon, Rav Tuvya and his friends carried all the small twigs in this manner: two people holding them, walking three
amos at a time until they got to the river. The supervisor was furious and he put them all on trial, accusing them of
sabotaging their war efforts against the enemy. When one of the bachurim tried to defend their actions on religious
grounds, the judges did not believe them, and called them traitors and spies, and they were taken to jail.

Rav Tuvya and the boys decided to say viduy, believing they would not live to see the next day. As the judges took turns
lecturing their audience about the great war efforts of the Soviet Union, they suddenly stood up as a group of six men from
the Moscow Interior Central Committee entered the room. They usually came once a year to check on the conditions of
the laborers, but there was no purpose for them to come at night, as no one worked at night. Why were they here now?

The presiding judge, seeking to make a favorable impression on his superiors, had the supervisor repeat his argument that
the bachurim were traitors, and the Moscow officials seemed to be pleased, except for one, who stared ahead without
emotion. He asked permission to speak with the boys privately.

When the bachurim entered the room with the official, they stood stiffly at attention, not knowing what to expect. The
officer said, “Gut Voch”, and then reassured them that he was a Yid. The boys immediately tried to explain their story as
best as they could, and then the officer told them his story.

“I'am a Jew, but | am also a Communist. Before my mother died, she told me that she wanted to be able to die in peace,
and made me promise that someday | will help a religious Jew. | believe that now is the time to fulfill my promise, because
it was a power beyond my control that brought me here to you. We never come to these camps after dark, but tonight, our
car broke down on a nearby road. We had no idea where we could stay overnight, until we saw the lights of this auditorium.

Ill

We walked over here, right in the middle of your tria
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He told the boys, “When we return to them, let me speak on your behalf. | will take care of you.” When they returned, the

officer addressed the judge, “You insist that these people are traitors, but how have they been working until now?”

The supervisor quietly said, “Until now they have been loyal.” The officer glared at him and the supervisor added, “l don't
know what happened to them today. In fact, just this past Thursday night they were the only ones who volunteered to help

with a late-night delivery of heavy chains.”

The officer said, “It is my impression that these boys are extremely loyal in our fight against the enemy. It’s obvious that just
today they changed their work habits because of this religion of theirs. It is also my impression, just by looking at them, that
these workers are not being given the amount of food that they need. How can they produce effectively when they are only

III

given meager portions? Their rations must be increased, and then they will be able to work even better!

The case was dismissed and no punishments were given out! Rav Tuvya finished this story and said, smiling with pleasure,
“I'lived through a miracle in which we were saved from imminent danger and saw the hidden hand of Hashem revealed! It

III

was nothing short of an outright miracle!

In the Middle of the Night

Rav Boruch Ber, had an overpowering love for the Torah. His talmid, Rav Yosef Dinkels, who lived with the Rosh Yeshiva for
an extended amount of time, told over that R’ Boruch Ber once woke him up in middle of the night with good news. He had
formulated a brilliant explanation to a certain piece of Gemara that they had struggled with earlier! Rav Boruch Ber’s wife
protested that the student was surely tired and should not be woken. But Rav Boruch Ber said, “Rav Yosef will surely thank
me for waking him when he hears what | have to tell him!”

Rav Boruch Ber told Rav Yosef of an incident that he had witnessed years earlier while a student in Slutzk. While learning
alone in his house one winter night, he heard footsteps in the snow outside his house situated in the outskirts of the city.
The hour was so late that he was worried for his safety, and suddenly there was a knock at the door. When he opened the
door, he found to his surprise the Ridvaz, the rav of the city, who, in his excitement, could not contain himself until the
morning. He came to repeat to Rav Boruch Ber an chiddush that he had developed in a certain comment of the Rif. The
Ridvaz added later that all the labor pains suffered by his own mother, his mother’s mother and so forth were all worth it
for this novel insight alone.



Who to Go to for a Bracha

After living in Yerushalayim for about a year’s time, the Satmar Rebbe, Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, decided to relocate to America.
One day, a guest came knocking on his door — Rav Osher Zelig Margulius, one of the most prominent Torah sages of the
city. He had heard about the Rebbe’s impending move, and he came personally to dissuade him from going through with
his decision. “Our Rebbe, our leader,” he addressed the Satmar Rebbe, “in whose care will you be leaving us, should you
move to America? If Heaven forbid someone will face a misfortune, whom will he have to turn to?” he asked. “Let me give
you some practical advice,” the Rebbe said pensively. “If anyone will be seeking a blessing that will have an impact in
Heaven, all he has to do is go to a shul and keep his eyes open during Shacharis. When the congregants roll up their sleeves
to place the tefillin on their forearms, watch for a person displaying a tattooed number engraved into his flesh. “That is the
person to whom you should turn, for after having gone through that purgatory, he was so totally cleansed and purified that
his blessing surely has great weight in the Heavenly court.”

The Chazon Ish’s Minyan

The regular daily Minchah minyan organized for the Chazon Ish at his home was at 12:30. One day it was delayed until
12:45. Rav Shmuel Greineman approached the Chazon Ish with a dilemma. “I invited someone for a one o’clock
appointment. If | daven minchah now, I/l1 be late. If | leave, there won’t be a minyan. What should | do?” Replied the Chazon
Ish: “For anyone connected to the midduh of emes, this isn’t even a question. Cancel the minyan, but don’t move one iota
from speaking emes.”

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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The Saraph of Brisk
Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”| (1818 - 1898)

Yahrtzeit nav v"a
Continued from last week...

After three years in Brisk, an incident occurred which prompted Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin’s departure from the city. A
woman from Minsk, who was a relative of Rav Yehoshua Leib’s wife, was abandoned by her husband who had become an
apostate. Finally, he agreed to give her a divorce for the sum of 1,800 rubles. Rav Yehoshua Leib’s wife undertook to raise
the enormous sum, but had only collected 1,400 rubles. The abandoned woman told her estranged husband that the entire
sum had been gathered and could be obtained from the Rav pending the divorce, probably relying on the fact that the entire
sum would be raised in time. Some community leaders warned the woman that her apostate husband would take vengeful
action if the entire sum was not given to him. They spread a rumor that the 400 rubles had been ‘stolen’ from the Rav’s
home, even notifying the police to make the story more plausible. The apostate believed the story, divorced his wife, and
left home happy that he had received the lion’s share of the money. The woman then waived all claim to the ‘stolen’ money,
and the police dropped the investigation. The apostate spent time in Lublin with some priests, who convinced him that the
theft was only a ruse to get him to grant the divorce for 1,400 rubles. The apostate filed a claim against Rav Yehoshua Leib
with the police, based on two counts: the divorce had been coerced from him against his will and the police had been
duped. A day later, officials pulled up to the Rav’s house in a wagon to arrest him. Rav Yehoshua Leib serenely recited the
blessing “Baruch Dayan Emes” and calmly parted from his disciples and family. The officers, however, had to bring a different
carriage, as he would not sit in the upholstered seats for fear that they contained shatnez. The wagon passed through
Bialystok on its way to the prison in Horodna. Throngs of townspeople rushed out to escort him. Rav Meir Simcha (the Ohr
Somayach), then a young man, tried to approach and wish the Rav a speedy release, but withdrew. He later said that he
could not advance, for he was so awed by Rav Yehoshua Leib’s holy visage that he stood rooted to his spot, for “Rav Yehoshua
Leib was more in Heaven than on earth.” All of Eastern European Jewry was beside themselves with agony and fear over
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Our Gedolim

the imprisonment of the holy Rav Yehoshua Leib. A group of the Torah leaders of the time, led by the Bais Halevi, worked
tirelessly to improve his conditions and obtain his release. The young Rav Meir Simcha was asked to join this committee.
The tzaddik Rav Nachum’ke of Horodna arranged substantial bribes to prison guards, through members of the underworld,
which allowed the Rav to be moved to a separate cell and have visitors and books. The underworld middleman refused,
however, to take any money for his part, arguing that he would not sell the mitzvah he had done for all the money in the
world. “Itis my key to Gan Eden!” he exclaimed. The trial was set for Erev Yom Kippur. Rav Yehoshua Leib was represented
by a famous Jewish attorney. After demolishing the prosecution’s case, the defense attorney spoke of the Rav’s saintliness,
stating he was even willing to swear in front of the court that the accused was innocent. When the judge asked how he could
be so sure of his client’s innocence, the attorney replied, “A few days ago | went to his cell to discuss the defense with him.
To my great surprise he closed his eyes and turned his face to the wall. When | asked why, he answered that since | do not
observe the Sabbath and keep kosher, | am wicked, and according to Jewish law it is prohibited to look at a wicked person! |
ask you, Your Honor, could such a person be guilty!?”

All the Jews who had been davening for his release rejoiced when he emerged from the courtroom a free man. It was feared
that any further inquiry into the case would entangle the Rav anew, and Rav Yehoshua Leib was therefore advised to leave
Russia altogether. He decided to ascend to Eretz Yisrael. In 1877, accompanied by Rav Chaim Simcha Soloveitchik, brother
of the Bais Halevi, Rav Yehoshua Leib and his wife reached France and settled temporarily in Paris.

News of his impending arrival in Yerushalayim caused a heightened state of expectation throughout the holy city. Upon his
arrival, he took off his “clothing of the Diaspora” and donned the traditional garb of Yerushalayim. In an unprecedented
display of honor, Rav Meir Auerbach, the Kalisher Rav, and Rav Shmuel Salant, Rav of Yerushalayim, left the city to greet Rav
Yehoshua Leib, followed by a massive procession of thousands. Rav Yehoshua Leib was presented with a writ for a rabbinical
position, but he refused it. His gaze fell upon the little children passing before him. He had come to Yerushalayim to be the
guardian of Jewish education, not to assume any official position. Despite his refusal to assume a position, from the day he
arrived, all spiritual affairs of the holy city seemed to fall into his able hands. His influence encompassed both the individual
and the public.

Thanks to Rav Yehoshua Leib, the holy city was purified of every anti-religious element. The supreme authority in his day
was the Torah and the Shulchan Aruch. There were individual freethinkers who sought to subvert the Torah way of life and
establish secular schools. The maskilim in Europe had their sights on the holy city, which depended upon outside support
for its existence. They were clever, trying to infiltrate Yerushalayim by posing as pious, knowledgeable Jews. But Rav
Yehoshua Leib succeeded in weeding them out and having them totally ostracized and banished. To accomplish this difficult
feat, Rav Yehoshua Leib had to be constantly on guard. He never felt satisfied to gain independence for Yerushalayim’s Torah
community; he fought to assure its sovereignty.

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

DYVaVYN NVI9

1. Name the four mnnNN mentioned in this week’s Nv99 (the four times it

mentions a mother).

2. What are two instances where a nawn is mentioned in this week’s nw19?
a. Who built a naw in this week’s nw19? When else did he build a nawn?

3. Upon whom did the sun shine in this week’s nv19?
a. Upon whom else in the N7 does it say the sun shined?
b. What color in m7wx11 790 is described with the Nt WwH? When? !

4. Which two maYn in this week’s nv99 mention an eye?
5. Who in this week’s nw19 has half the name of his grandfather? ?

6. List seven nnyn and one event in this week’s nw9 that are connected to
the number seven.

7. Which word in this week’s nwn9 is repeated eight times in three ©»09?

8. lama mxn,
Like where | am, | am called,
Because of me another msn is put on the other side,
A msnis done by my location in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I?

9. Twice he and | were partnered,
Once to support another,
Once to give guidance,
We are both mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I? Who is he?

Need a hint?
L aum neno
? One of 7nN’s children




Angswers
1. 1) mNXyvaxnmn  2) MR PaxYOpn  3) MR ParYIPn  4) N 25N2 0T Hwan N

2. (T,N2) M2 NNRPN N2 OYN and (7,72) 90D NNNH N2 12N
a. Nwn. He built it after pony nnnbn. (1L,M)

3. A person who was being robbed - wnwn 5y nnat oX. (It is an expression for clarity)
a. After apy fights the 7890 it says regarding apy> - 7wnRWN Y NIV
b. N9t was given his name as a description of the »w that was tied on his hand.

4. Py nnn Py and N 1TaY PY WON 192 09

5. 27. His mother was yavwox who was the sister of )wn) and the daughter of 27ny.
5) mxnnon
6) Myaw yav - myivn n
7) MmN N

8) Not to make a treaty with the yaw
[mhda)a)Y

9) nwn went onto MY 7N on the
seventh day

6. 1) An»>1ay Tay goes free in his 7th
year.
2) An animal must remain with its
mother for seven days before it can
be brought as a y29p.
3) nVMVY
4) navn yYavn DY) — NavY

7. DNN - (N2-30,82) ... HNN T W HNN W, PY HNN PY U9 HNN wa)

8. lamamsn,
Like where | am, | am called,

Because of me another myn is put on the other side, -anmm
A mxn is done by my location in this week’s nwA9. - piercing the 72y’s ear
Who am I? -AnMmn

9. Next week.....

Last Week’s Riddle:

| am one of the metaphors in the NN, - (bn,n5 0127 I INT? IYND NIND NEPN PHI 29 PIY N Ky
I am one of the metaphors for 'n N2y, - (5,0 M >pA9) DINYAY PN 1IN NIVYY 1) WD O
In this week’s w99 | am part of a metaphor
for the grandness of 0310 NXY. - (1,0) DY) 29920y DHNN NYN),
Even so, | am from those that are prohibited. - (8> X)) IIN NN DN XPY 17N> NY
Who am I? -Aw

L,IND DNT 12 PR PYY NTHIAN — NNHY NXIIYD
9133090 TOION 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TIT N2 N2 1572 ,97F DNIAN 12 DINY I7YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMNMNY MM YOO
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What is this week’s parsha?

Actually, it's not so simple. In the middle of what we consider shelishi of Mishpatim, the Sefer HaChinuch (and
others) begin a new parsha called, “Parshas Im Kesef.” In some communities, during certain rare
configurations of a leap year, this parsha is read independently on its own Shabbos. This was the minhag in
Barcelona, and continues to be the practice in Algeria and Tunisia.’

At Har Sinai, our ears heard Hashem declare that we are His avadim, and during makkas bechoros our
doorways witnessed this as well. Thus, when an eved ivri chooses to remain a slave to a human
master, instead of to Hashem, it is fitting that his ear is pierced upon a doorway.? How is this message
also highlighted by the fact that we use a martzeia (a type of sharp tool) to perform this piercing?

The gematria of “martzeia’ is 400 — the number of years we spent in Mitzrayim.?

One who is obligated to compensate his victim “ayin tachas ayin” does so by paying him money.* How
can “tachas ayin” refer to no> (money)?
The letters “UNDER” (after) the letters “|--y” are “0-2-9” — the letters of “q03.”

Which word appears twice in a single pasuk, spelled differently, and why?

The pasuk describes 2 ways in which one would be responsible for damage caused by a pit:
¢ “If someone opens up a previously covered, 10-tefach-deep, fully-dug (and thus fully-spelled) 21a.”
e Or, “If he deepens a partially-dug (and thus partially-spelled) 1.7

On a daily basis, we give something away, and get it back even if we don’t deserve it. When?

There are situations in which a person is allowed to hold on to a pikadon (something deposited with him),
because its owner owes him money. Nonetheless, to do so demonstrates a failure in middos. After all, every
night we give our neshamos to Hashem, and He returns them even if we are not fully deserving.”

Where do we find a mitzvah to reward a helper who messed up?

Dogs work really hard helping a shepherd protect his sheep from wolves. If a wolf does get past the dogs, and
a sheep get attacked, thus becoming a treifah, we feed it to the dogs — to thank them for their efforts until now,
and in appreciation of their continued efforts.?

Sometimes, doing what | think is wrong, ensures that we all do what is right. How?
We have a mitzvah to follow the majority opinion of the Sanhedrin®, even if we disagree, so that we can
maintain one, unified Torah, instead of everyone following his own opinion.'

If there was a beracha on NOT taking a bribe, what would it be?
Maybe “Pokeiach ivrim”: even a very wise person is blinded by bribery (“ye’aveir pikchim”), becomes confused,
and forgets his learning."

11"0 nixn 0™7UN (1PN TomMN 1N NNINA 2" NN Navn "

Q' 3|UIT7

T X" "N
nvinwn 'on X"Man |n'7wn D119 '02 XN
®X"™an nwaa"™ X" o’n

7.0"p 72T aam 'K 7"0 "1 ""0 jwInn nixp
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To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com




In the phrase, “Shalosh Regalim,” what does “regalim” mean?
“Times.”"?

Before Chet HaEigel, the bechoros were tasked with the avodabh. If the mishkan was only built after
Chet HaEigel, did the bechoros ever actually do the avodah?
At Har Sinai, they were the ones who brought the korbanos."®

When could blocking traffic cause someone a direct loss of money?
If he is in a cab with the meter running.'

Who was Miriam’s husband? What were their ages?
Kaleiv ben Yefuneh'®, who was 40 when he was sent with the Meraglim in the year following Yetzias
Mitzrayim'®. Miriam was older than Aharon, who was 83 when the makkos started'’."

JUST CURIOUS

The Torah ends Parshas Yisro by discussing the mizbeach, and resumes discussing the mishkan in
Parshas Terumah. Why does the Torah insert the long break of Parshas Mishpatim in the middle,
instead of putting all the mishkan topics together?

Stones for the mizbeach are readily available. However, before asking for donations of gold and silver for the
mishkan, the Torah has to say, “WAIT! Let’s be very clear about what belongs to you according to halacha —
‘kosher donations only please.”’

The Sanhedrin sat and judged cases in the lishkas hagazis, a room in the azarah of the Beis
HaMikdash, so that they could be near the mizbeach.” How could they sit there, if only kings from the
line of Dovid HaMelech are allowed to sit in the azarah?

The lishkas hagazis was built such that half of it was in the sanctified area of the Beis HaMikdash, and half was
in the unsanctified area, with doors on both sides. The Sanhedrin sat in the unsanctified half.”'

An eved ivri only works for 6 years.? If he gets sick for an extended period of time, does he have to
stay extra to make up the time?

If he can do easy work while he is sick, all that time counts towards his 6 years. If not, if he is sick for more
than 3, or possibly 4, years, he has to make up the time.?®

An eved ivriwho decides to stay longer than 6 years gets his ear pierced, because he should have
used his ears to listen to Hashem who said not to steal.>® Why didn’t he get this punishment 6 years
ago, when he stole?

6 years ago he got punished by being sold as a slave. When he shows that he liked that “punishment,” and
wants it to continue, it becomes clear that a different punishment is necessary.®
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When an eved's ear is pierced, the master must pierce it himself, and it can’t be done by a shliach.
Usually, when one’s shliach acts on his behalf, it’s like he acted himself. Why is this an exception?

A master who treated his eved well for 6 years may have been hoping that, as a result, the eved would “re-
elect” him until Yovel. The Torah wants the eved to realize that this master, whom he “loves,” may henceforth
lack such motivation, and “sharp” treatment may be imminent. Perhaps the eved will then realize the consistent
and reliable love of his true Master, Hashem.?

Why is the punishment worse for cursing a parent, than hitting a parent? Isn’t hitting much worse?
When foolish people get angry, they let loose and spend all day cursing, including cursing their parents. Since
this is more common than physically attacking them, it needs stronger discouragement, so its punishment is
more severe. Also, cursing them entails using Hashem’s name, and is thus doubly problematic.?’

When an injured victim of attack is well enough to go out walking with a cane (“al mishanto”), we
become confident that he will survive. At that point, it becomes clear that his assailant didn’t commit
murder, so we release him from jail, and collect damages.?® Why are we so confident? Couldn’t
someone walk around with a cane yet still be at risk of dying?
¢ Although “mishanto” means “leaning,” and typically involves a cane, here it means, “leaning or relying
on his OWN strength.”®®
¢ It means “leaning on a cane” like usual; what convinces us of the victim’s future survival is his ability to
leave hisstgouse and walk in public, which is a sign of healing and the cessation of a life threatening
situation.

Is an injured victim of attack allowed to collect money from his assailant to cover his medical
expenses, and then heal himself, pocketing that money for something else?

No: the attacker gives the victim money in compensation for his lost time at work (“shivto yitein”), and then has
to arrange for his healing by paying the doctors (“v’rapo y'rapei’).*’

Since | might have thought that if Hashem made someone sick, | shouldn’t “outsmart” Hashem by

trying to heal him, the pasuk tells me, “v’rapo y’rapei” — you SHOULD heal him.*? Isn’t that pasuk
describing someone who got hit by a person, not Hashem?
Yes, he was hit by a person who did the wrong thing, but ultimately Hashem arranged the victim’s

predicament.®®

Usually, one who borrows someone’s object is responsible for any damage which occurs, even if it
was unpreventable.** However, if the owner of the object was simultaneously or previously working for
the borrower, the borrower is exempt.35 What is the logic behind this halacha?
e ltis a chiddush of the Torah which is not based on a specific logic.*®
 Since the owner is present, he maintains the responsibility of ensuring the safety of his animal.®” Only
when the owner is not involved can he claim that the borrower used his object irresponsibly.®
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When someone lends an object to a friend while joining him in his work, he demonstrates a great
degree of closeness to the borrower, so we assume that this “loan” is more like a “present which must
be returned.” As such, if this “present” breaks, it does so while it is still owned by the borrower, so he is
therefore exempt.*®

It is impossible for the owner to simultaneously be identified as the “master” of his object, and the
“servant” of the person for whom he works. Thus, by deciding to work for the borrower, he forfeits his
ability to display monetary dominion over him.*

If the owner is present, the borrower can claim that the damage occurred due to the owner’'s bad mazal,
not due to his own lack of responsibility.*'

Sometimes, there is a mitzvah for the beis din to kill a perpetrator. Somewhat uniquely, regarding
somone who does [real] magic, there is an additional prohibition of leaving him alive. Why is someone
doing some tricks so bad, that it’s considered worse than other aveiros?

Having been exposed to the magic of Mitzrayim, we were at heightened risk of being attracted to people who
could perform it.** Since the foolish followers of such sorcerers tend to defend them, sorcerers present a
heightened risk to the community, and are treated more severely. Murderers, and those who convince others
to do avodah zara, are treated similarly.*

We say daily, “Karov Hashem I’chol kor’av’* — “Hashem is close to all those who call Him.”
EVERYONE? Even a rasha?

We might think, “If a tzaddik owes me money, | won’t grab his stuff as a collateral, because if he davens
against me, I’'m done for. But, if he’s a rasha | don’t have to worry.” Hashem says, “False: | hear everyone’s
tefillos, for free, including a rasha.” *°

In Mitzrayim, the tzfardea risked their lives for Hashem, willingly entering fiery ovens.* During makkas
bechoros, the dogs didn’t bark at Bnei Yisrael.”” To reward the dogs, we give them the meat of animals

which develop t’reifos.*® Why do the dogs get more of a reward than the frogs?!
Sometimes, keeping quiet and not saying something nasty can be harder than jumping into a fire.*°

Usually, effective testimony in beis din can only be accomplished by 2 witnesses. However, in a
monetary case, a single witness can obligate a defendant to swear regarding his position. Other than
in such a case, should a single withess bother testifying in beis din?

If his testimony can prevent someone from committing an aveirah, yes. Otherwise, he should NOT testify:
since whatever he says will be ineffective, it is merely lashon hara.”®

IN YOUR OPINION

How are people different from animals?
People can daven. One of the 4 principle damagers is called a “maveh.”' According to one opinion, this word
means, “One who davens,” and is referring to a person who causes damage.** Among all beings in the world,
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man is unique in that he is able to approach Hashem with awareness that he stands before Him, to the degree
that the term “Davener” is synonymous with the word “Person”!1>®

If a thief rips his clothing during a robbery, and has to walk home embarrassed, should we feel bad for
him?

Perhaps: the penalty for stealing a sheep and then selling it or slaughtering it, is lighter than doing so with an
ox, because the thief suffered the embarrassment of carrying the sheep on his shoulder during his robbery.**
Apparently, Hashem is sensitive to even his shame.

Sometimes, a person may feel embarrassed to do a mitzvah. Can you think of such a scenario? Has it
ever happened to you? Did you do it anyway? (No names please.)

The penalty for stealing a sheep and then selling it or slaughtering it, is lighter than doing so with an ox,
because the thief suffered the embarrassment of carrying the sheep on his shoulder during his robbery.
embarrassment is so powerful that it can mitigate one’s punishment, certainly if one endures embarrassment
while performing a mitzvah it will increase his reward! This thought can be very motivating and encouraging
when one is confronted with such a situation.®®

55 If

If people are being mean to a sensitive person in front of you, is it your responsibility to stand up for
him?

The pasuk warns a GROUP of people to not hurt someone’s feelings (“lo s’anun”), but when describing how
bad this aveirah is, it suddeny mentions an INDIVIDUAL (“im anei s’aneh”), because even though he is just
watching, if he doesn't step in to help, he is just as bad as them.*’

When is giving hard? When is it easy? Does it depend on the recipient? The situation?

When describing the obligation to lend money to those in need, the pasuk says, “IF you lend,” as if it's
optional52, because we are supposed to lend and give money with a generous leiv tov, not just because we
have to.’

Why do some people not like accepting favors?

Sometimes, when we help someone, we might silently communicate, “You owe me one,” even if we don’t say it
out loud. When we lend money, we must do so as a total chesed, treating the person as if he never borrowed
money: don't collect ribbis, and don’t even expect kavod.*

Which is worse: a bad leader, or no leader?

It is impossible for everyone to always agree, and society can’t function without someone in charge.
Sometimes, the leader’s ideas will work, and sometimes not, but without him, NOTHING will happen. Since his
leadership contributes to the overall good, it is inappropriate to disrespect him, and even privately cursing him
will lead to active rebellion against him. Thus, it is forbidden to curse the melech or the head of the
Sanhedrin.®’
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CHAYEINY A Life of Truth

r
/
‘\f eekl‘fr Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

Shabbos nspiration / JNAN' DYn MV

Recap: Rav Yeshayale Keresztirer '2"'XT was a great Chasidishe Gadol who lived in Hungary from n"o1n — x"n (1851-1925). He was
known for the incredible way in which he performed the njyn of n'n7ix NN, as well as being a WiTipn DN 7y2.

People understood that the holy pr7y, Reb Shayale Keresztirer 7''x1, had his niziagin.! Not only did he help
the Jews in town, but he helped the gentiles as well. Very often he did so on condition that they promise not
to hesitate to do a Yid a n2iv. Reb Moshe Yosef Friedlander, in his sefer Batai Avos, writes that a Yid told him
the following story. He was once sitting on a train, and a distinguished looking gentile and his wife came and
sat down in front of him. When the conductor came by to check their tickets, he asked where they were
going. They mentioned that they were going to Vien for the wife to see some doctors there. They had visited
the local doctor but he couldn’t help them. It was a long and difficult trip to Vienna, but they had no choice.
The conductor said, “Don’t be foolish. Why travel all the way to Vien? Go to the Jewish Rabbi! My wife was
once sick, and the doctor callously told us that she would die. We went to the Rabbi. He gave us a couple
pieces of sugar, and everything turned out fine!” The two looked at each other and said, “He’s right! Vienna
is so far away, and traveling is so difficult.” They got off at the next station, with the curious Yid following
them close behind, and headed to Reb Shayale - who gave them pieces of sugar as a n2430 for nx197.

There were many Yidden, including some great 0'nJn 'T'nA, who ran away from Poland to evade the draft.
Rav Shayale took them all in, and put them up in houses in his community. Although, those were war years
and it was difficult to come by a piece of bread, Rav Shayale continued to accept them into his community,
and he supported them. The Poles put pressure on the Hungarian government to extradite the Yidden who
evaded the draft, and the community was visited by a contingent of Hungarian soldiers with instructions to
interrogate people. One of the Hungarian commanders had orders to arrest Reb Shayale, however, the local
Hungarian commander would not allow it. “Trust me,” he said. “As long as he is here, we are safe! Anyone
who is in his environment is not going to die in this war! If you take him away you are dooming yourself!”
Reb Shayale was not arrested.

Reb Shayale was once traveling to an n9'0X with a lot of his chasidim. Normally, when he would travel with
his chasidim, the gabbai would buy tickets for the whole group, and the gabbai would present all the tickets
to the conductor as he came by. This particular time was different. Reb Shayale said that he wanted to hold
on to his own ticket. When the conductor came by, he went over to the Rebbe to ask for his ticket. Reb
Shayale began to cry in Yiddish, “This murderer who spilled so much Jewish blood! Never! | will not give
him a ticket to anything!!” The people were astounded. When the conductor asked for a translation, they
translated. His face turned deathly white. Then, he charged out of the car, and jumped to his death. It turned
out that as a soldier in World War |, that conductor had massacred hundreds of Yidden. He was sure that no
one would ever recognize him. No one did - until he met Reb Shayale.

Reb Shayale had a talmid by the name of Reb Moshe Shmuel of Salka. He was a great masmid. For n0119, he
owned a store, but he was more involved in his gemara then he was in his store. He would sit behind the
counter buried in his gemara. When a customer came in and wanted to buy something, the customer would
have to make enough noise to get Reb Moshe Shmuel’s attention. The law required retailers to document
sales meticulously. Inspectors could show up at any time to check the paperwork. Reb Moshe Shmuel could
barely keep his head high enough over the gemara to make a sale, never mind filling out receipts and
documentation. He was also not the most organized person in the world. He could never find his ledger... or
figure out what he wrote in it. This was potentially a serious problem, since if someone was caught without
proper documentation he would be in big trouble, especially if he was Jewish.

! Rav Fishel Schachter, Dial-A-Shiur Tales of Tzadikim, Shiur #14
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Reb Shayale used to sometimes discuss his own personal agony, and his own fears or worries with people
who came to see him. People understood that Reb Shayale had nijiawn in doing that. Some assumed that
he did it to make himself appear simple. One naw 11y, Reb Moshe Shmuel was by his Rebbe, Reb Shayale,
with a kevital. As Reb Shayale was reading the kevital, he began to schmooze. “You know, | can’t understand
what they want from Jews nowadays! You have Yidden! Ehrlicha Yidden! nwiTpn m1ina poiv! Involved in
their learning! How do they expect that you should know exactly what’s going on, what’s being sold, and
what’s being bought?!” As Reb Moshe Shmuel was listening to his Rebbe, suddenly he got the feeling that
something was amiss. He was sure that his Rebbe was trying to tell him something. He glanced at the clock,
and noticed that it was exactly noon. Reb Moshe Shmuel spent that Shabbos by his Rebbe. After Shabbos he
returned home, and his wife said to him, “I’'m still shaking!” and she told him what happened. Erev Shabbos,
inspectors came, and they wanted to see the books. | couldn’t find them! When | finally did find them, the
inspectors looked at them and said, “What is this!? Where are the receipts!? How are we supposed to figure
this out!? You're in big trouble, lady!!!” My face turned white; | was so scared. Then, the big clock across the
street began to chime 12 o’clock. The inspectors looked at each other and said, “It’s time for lunch — but
we’re supposed to finish this case before lunch - this is going to take us hours! I’'m hungry. Forget it. Case
closed. Okay, everything is fine.” And they walked out.

Reb Moshe Yosef Friedlander in the sefer Batai Avos writes the following story that he heard from Rav Shraga
Shmuel Schnitzler, the Rav of Xaxw. In the year 0"VIn (1918) the Chubber Rav was visiting Rav Yissachar
Dov, the Belzer Rav. The anin was that after Shabbos, when they would say goodbye to the Belzer Rav, all of
the n'm1ix would line up in the Rav’s room. The Rav would go down the line receiving them, and reading their
kevitalach. Since they were all together in one room, sometimes they accidently - or not so accidently —
overheard what the Rebbe was saying to the person in front of them. The man in front of Rav Shraga Shmuel
stood there with shaking hands, and placed his kevital down in front of the Belzer Rav. The Belzer Rav said to
him, “Aren’t you from the neighborhood of Reb Shayale Keresztirer? The man was not from Keresztur. He
was from Kalsburg. But he nodded, and in a shaky voice said to the Belzer Rav, “Rebbe, |-l have no parnassa.
Can | have a bracha?” The Belzer Rav repeated, “l already told you; don’t you live in the neighborhood of Reb
Shayale Keresztirer? | can’t help you, because the nnan of no11a is by Reb Shayale.” The man walked away
looking confused. The Chubber Rav went over to him and asked, “You seem so confused, what’s the matter?”
The man responded, “I asked the Belzer Rav for a bracha for parnassa, and he said that | should go to Reb
Shayale Keresztirer, but | don’t know where Keresztur is.” The Chubber Rav sat down with him and explained
how to get to Keresztur.

Those were the days at the end of World War I. Civilian travel was unpredictable. No one knew how long it
would take, or what kind of connections would be available. When the Yid finally arrived in Keresztur it was
early in the morning, and he was tired and hungry. Walking to the Bais Medrash, he passed by a barn, and
saw an interesting sight. There was a Chasidishe Yid, dressed in the ni12%n vi11?, standing next to a chicken
coop feeding the chickens. Hum... | wonder who that is? the man said to himself. When he got to the Bais
Medrash, he looked at the eastern wall to see who Reb Shayale Keresztirer was, “Odd? Looks very much like
the man who was feeding the chickens.” After davening, Reb Shayale came over to him, gave him a warm
Shalom Alaichem, and said, “Come! Let’s eat breakfast!” Of course, the man followed Reb Shayale to his
house, where Reb Shayeleh took a cup - not a schnapps gleizel, a cup - filled it up with vodka, gave him a
couple of big cookies, and said, “Here.” “Rebbe,” the man stammered, “I-l can’t drink that! If | drink that I'm
going to get drunk!” “You won’t get drunk,” Reb Shayale replied warmly. “Don’t worry, eat and drink.” Then
they began to talk, and the man told Reb Shayale about his meeting with the Belzer Rav. Reb Shayale said, “I
can’t understand what the Belzer Rav meant. | have the key to parnassa?? | don’t understand what he means.
But listen, here are four pieces of sugar. | want you to eat one piece today, the second piece tomorrow, the
third piece afterwards, and the fourth one on the fourth day.” The man was incredulous. My whole parnassa
is on the line, | have no way to support my family — his answer is, four pieces of sugar? Take one a day and
call me in the morning?? Reb Shayale though, assured him matter-of-factly, “That’s all you need.” Then he
asked him, “How are you traveling back to your city of Kalsburg?” The man said that he would check the map
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for the shortest route. Reb Shayale responded, “l don’t want you to go that way. | want you to take the route
through the city of Banya.”

The man was very perplexed, now the Rebbe is my travel agent?? However, he did understand maybe | don’t
have to understand some things. Of course, he followed all of Reb Shayale’s instructions. When he got to
Banya, he was informed that his connecting train was delayed. So, the Yid wandered away from the train
station, met a couple of Yidden, and found out about a big NMix ©21n V2 who lived not far from the train
station. That was welcome news. He knocked at that Yid’s door. The host greeted him warmly, and invited
him in. When he told his host that he was from Kalsburg, the nix ©12n, said, “There was a man wearing a
Chasidishe livush over here a couple of moments ago. He asked me if | know anyone from Kalsburg, and he
gave me a pretty good description of you. Are you the one who he was looking for?” Our friend had no idea
who that man was. He assumed that the man would be traveling to Kalsburg, and he would see him on the
train.

After resting up a little bit, our friend traveled back to the train and got on. He was right. That Chasid was
traveling to Kalsburg. When the Chasidishe Yid boarded the train, the two of them sat down together to talk.
The Chasidishe Yid told our friend. “I want to talk to you. Please listen to my problem. For the past couple of
weeks, I've been living in Kalsberg, and | have built myself up quite a business over there. I'm not a legal
resident of Kalsberg. | ran there because | had problems with the draft. Now, | have to leave because they
won’t allow me to stay there. | set up a good business, and if | sell it now, | will take a terrible loss. Perhaps
we could make some type of arrangement, you take the business from me and I'll get a percentage. Maybe,
I'll even sell you the whole thing eventually.” The two of them discussed the finer aspects of the business
deal. By the time they arrived in Kalsburg, they shook hands and agreed, and even signed a contract.
Afterwards, our friend asked him, “How did you know to look for me in the N102x of that Yid?” The
Chasidishe Yid told him. “Someone came to me 020 DI7N2.” This Chasidishe Yid went on to describe the
n1x of Reb Shayale Keresztirer. “He told me that | should travel to Banya. Over there | am going to find a
person from Kalsberg. He described to me what you look like, and suggested that | engage in this business
deal with you, and that it will be profitable for both of us. Boruch Hashem, | made the train, and found you.”

Years later, the Chubber Rav met our friend again, on a train. The Chubber Rav told him, “You look familiar,
did we ever meet before?” They thought for a couple moments, and finally the Chubber Rav said, “Aren’t
you the one who | met by the Belzer Rav? Aren’t you the one whom | gave instructions how to get to
Keresztur?” Then the man remembered. He went on to tell the Chubber Rav the entire story, and added, “for
the first time in my life | was very, very successful in business.”

easily conceptualized, and we need a Rebbe to guide us. Reb Shayale Keresztirer 7''xt understood his mission
on this world, and he served Hashem accordingly, without concern for public opinion. He became a most
beloved Rebbe. 7112 ina7 !
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CHAYEIN' Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

“eeklv Hi|lchos Shabbos

Shabbos Inspiration €/
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Is it permissible to recite Tehillim for a sick person on Shabbos?

If the illness is not life threatening, one may say Tehillim privately on behalf of a
choleh, but Tehillim is not recited in public (as a tzibbur). No Mi Shebeirach or name
of the choleh should be said. After reciting Tehillim, one should not specifically ask
that he be healed, but rather one should say:

“NaY NP NI, PN NN mav” - “It is Shabbos and we cannot call out [in
prayer], but may healing come speedily.”

If the illness is life-threatening but the danger is not imminent, one may privately
recite Tehillim on his behalf, followed by a prayer for his recovery, such as a Mi
Shebeirach, and include the words “Ra% nayp ARI9N ,PWIHN R0 Nnaw”. However, if
the ill person (a choleh sheyeish bo sakana) specifically requested that Tehillim be
recited publicly on his behalf, his request must be fulfilled to prevent the person
from feeling anxiety, which may have a negative effect on his already precarious
situation.

If the patient is in imminent danger, Tehillim is recited publicly followed by a
prayer for his or her recovery.!

Note: One may not verbalize bakashos for mundane things on Shabbos; for
example, a Tefilla to find an apartment.

Is it preferable not to schedule a visit to a sick person on Shabbos?

One should preferably visit the sick during the week, unless there is a specific
benefit or request for a Shabbos visit. If one is not able to visit during the week, he
should visit on Shabbos.

1The prohibition of Tza’ar (distress) stems from the verse in Sefer Yeshaya (58,13) that reads:
7..0Y NIV AIRIPY OWTP DA PNON MWY TPHI NN wn oN “If you restrain your foot because
it is Shabbos, refrain from accomplishing your own needs on my holy day; if you proclaim Shabbos ‘a
delight.” Chazal determined that bringing delight to Shabbos includes both engaging in positive
activities as well as avoiding negative activities. Positive activities include partaking in three special
seudos, and negative activities are those that would cause us distress, including visiting an ill person
and reciting Tehillim on his or her behalf, except under the circumstances described above.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| just finished Davening NNan on N2W 1Y, and | can use a drink of water. Can | take one even though it's
already ny'jpw?

QUESTION 2

We finished NITIVO W7W and we're going to 2Myn soon. Can | take a drink of water even though it's well
after ny'pw?

QUESTION 3

For health reasons | have to eat something early every morning with my medicine. Do | have to make
WITP on NAW morning when | eat even though | haven't Davened?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

It seems like | have a leak, with water starting to drip through the ceiling. Can | put a bucket to catch the
water if..

QUESTION 1

..The water is clean?

Answer: If the water that is leaking is clean enough that one would use it to drink or to clean with, it is
not NXpPIN and it can be caught with a pail.

continued....
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SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

..The water is dirty/putrid?

Answer: Dirty water that one wouldn’t use even to clean with is n¥pin. One may not put a pail on NaW to
catch this water, as it violates the n27n of 12NN 72 |"701N |'N- one can't take away the function of a "72 by
putting it into a position that nxpin will fall into it. There are two possible ways to circumvent the 110X
and put the pail there. If the leak is in a room that people are occupying, and the water will make a very
dirty mess which will cause them to be disgusted from it ("v1 7w Q1), the ("N7” “T-0"7W) Nd7N X2 allows
one to place a bucket to catch the dirty water. The 10X of 12'NN 7D 7101 is waived because of NIMan TIAD.
Alternatively, one can place a non-n¥pIn object in the pail in a way that it will remain usable even after
the water comes in. Since the pail will also contain something non-nN¥pIn, the (I-N”D7) NN MWD writes
that it isn't considered making the pail unusable. Therefore, one could put something into a Ziploc bag,
put it in the pail, and then put the pail under the leak.

QUESTION 3

..The water is from an A. C. unit?

Answer: Although water from an A. C. unit is clean, since it was created on Naw from condensation it is the
N¥PIn of T71. It therefore has the same status as dirty water, and one would need to follow the solution given
in Answer 2.
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E‘S LE‘R"M mu OUR Lupm PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL al-:r ;Iv;ERICA

RAV SHMUEL STRASHLN (THE RASHASH) WAS BUSY ONE THE RASHASH PLACED THE MONEY IN HIS
EREV PESACH ENEROSSED IN LEARNING HILCHOS PESACH, SEFER AND FOREOT TO NOTE IT DOWN. A
FEW WEEKS LATER HE WAS LOOKING THROUIGH
ﬁEBBI, TODAY IS THE DAY Q" YANKEL, HIS ACCOUNTING BOOKS AND NOTICED THAT
THE LOAN IS DUE, AND 8”H T THANK YOU S0
HAVE COME TO RETURN THE SUM

R’ YANKEL STILL OWED HIM A LARGE SUM.
MUCH! ... PLEASE GIVE
I BORROWED! ME THE ENVELOPE AND
I WILL COUNT THE
MONEY LATER.

R’ YANKEL MUST

HAVE FORGOTTEN..
PLEASE LET R’ YANKEL
KNOW THAT HIS LOAN
WAS DUE A MONTH

WRITE THIS IN MY
ACCOUNTING 8OOK...
BUT I REALLY MUST
FINISH THE SUGYA
FIRST!

OF COURSE, R’ YANKEL CLAIMED
THAT HE HAD ALREADY PAID.

THE NEXT YEAR BEFORE PESACH, THE RASHASH
WAS ONCE AGAIN STUDYINé HILCHOS PESACH...

AFTER MUCH TALK BETWEEN THEM, THE RASHASH HAD NO
CHOICE, AND ASKED R’ YANKEL TO ATTEND BEIS DIN:

m/v\ WILLING TO
SWEAR THAT T ALREADY

PAID RAV SHMUEL THE
ENTIRE SUM/

HASHEM
YERACHEM! THE
MONEY WAS HERE ALL
ALONG! R' YANKEL WAS
RIGHT! WHAT CAN T
DoO?

LETITEO. 1
AM MOCHEL! T WOULDN'T

WANT AN INDIVIDUAL TO MAKE
A FALSE OATH BECAUSE OF

THE CASE WAS DROPPED - ALONG WITH R’ YANKEL'S
PARNASAH, NO ONE TRUSTED HIM, AND HE COULD NOT MAKE
A LIVING. HE MOVED AWAY TO TRY TO MAKE A FRESH START,

_ THE RASHASH MADE INQUIRIES AND
4 DISCOVERED R’ YANKEL'S NEW ADDRESS.

| e —
T
THE RASHASH RACED TO R’ YANKEL'S HOME. HE BEGGED THE RASHASH'S SON MET R’ YANKEL'S
FORGIVENESS AND PROMISED TO PERSONALLY 60 FROM SHUL TO DAUGHTER AND THERE WAS NO QUESTION
SHLUL IN TOWN TO RESTORE HIS GO0D NAME. R’ YANKEL CRIED AND THAT THIS WAS A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN.
EXPLAINED HIS PREDICAMENT...

HASHEM, HASHEM, T
THANK YOU! T HAVE NO WORDS

REALIZE THAT THIS TO THANK YOU FOR
WHOLE EPISODE WHAT YOU HAVE

CAME AB0OUT ONLY DONE FOR MY

REBSI... WHAT CAN YOU
POSSIBLY DO TO RESTORE MY
REPUTATION? PEOPLE WILL JUST THINK
THAT YOU'RE DOING IT BECAUSE YOU
ARE A TZADDIK AND THAT YOU HAVE
RACHMANUS ON ME!

R’ YANKEL,
EVERYONE WILL BELIEVE
ME IF T ALLOW YOUR
DAUGHTER TO MARRY

IN ORDER TO MAKE EAMILY!
THIS SHIDDUCH A 3
REALITY...

RrERBI! RERRI!
IF THIS WILL IY"H
HAPPEN I WILL BE
MOCHEL WITH MY
WHOLE HEART/

R’ SHMUEL STRASHUN 9781 (KNOWN AS THE VY1) WAS BORN TO R’ YOSEF AND RASSA SHMUELZON IN ZASKEVICH,
VILNA. IN HIS YOUTH, IS FATHER WAS HIS MAIN >27. HE LATER LEARNED LINDER 70V 1 RABINOWITZ D781 IN KREVA,
BELARLIS AND R’ AVROHOM DANZIG 98t (KNOWN AS THE DTN MND. HE MARRIED 'I'W) THE DAUGHTER OF R’ YEHUDA
YUDEL D781 FROM STRESZYN (STRASHLUND, NEAR VILNA, THE YOLING COUPLE SETTLED IN HER HOMETOWN WHERE HIS
FATHER-IN-LAW OWNED A DISTILLERY. IN 1818 THE FAMILY MOVED TO VILNA, WHERE DXINY 1 ESTABLISHED ANOTHER
DISTILLERY, WHICH HIS WIFE RAN SO THAT HE COULD DEVOTE MOST OF HIS TIME TO LEARNING NN AND TEACHING,
ERATUITOUSLY, THE DYPNYN WHO GATHERED ABOUT HIM. HIS MAGNUM OPUS WAS THE CLASSIC AND BRILLIANT
Y7YIn dYITN) NN ON ALMOST EVERY 97T IN THE ENTIRE 213 TINDH (EXCEPT FOR @ LNJAD WHICH IS NOW PRINTED
IN EVERY EDITION OF THE DY M2, A PROLIFIC WRITER, HE ALSO 'WROTE D119 ON THE N27 VAT, NN Mvn
D":m'ﬁb AND 27 SWyn 199 BY THE VINY M)22)) AMONG OTHERS. ALTHOLIGH HE WAS A BELOVED LEADER AND HIS
DY NYY WERE LEGENDARY, 7N1)9\’) ) REFUSED TO ACCEPT ANY OFFICIAL POSITION.

5554-5632 1794-1872 '2 7TN N"
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Defending the Kavod Hatorah

The Apter Rav, Rav Avraham Yehoshua Hershel,
was one of the greatest tzaddikim who lived in his
generation. He was a gadol with a warm and
generous heart, and he sincerely felt along with
other Jews who were experiencing pain or
challenges. He always had a kind word to say
about another, and was famed for his ahavas
Yisrael.

While he became known as the Apter Rav later on
in life, he served as a rav even as a young man. At
the time, he was in his low twenties and newly
married to a very special woman. His young
rebbetzin possessed a strong love of Torah, and
she wanted nothing more than to allow her
husband to toil in his avodas Hashem without any
other cares on his mind. She accepted full
responsibility for the running of their household

while he immersed himself completely in Torah
and leading the community.

The rav was an outstanding masmid who would
learn day and night without interruption,
sustaining on the barest minimum of food. While
to the general public, he appeared to be living a
regular life, in truth, he went to great lengths to
refrain from materialistic enjoyment. Even things
that were necessities to others — like feeling full
and being warm — were luxuries that he avoided.

Shabbos, however, was different.

Shabbos was the spiritual highpoint of the rav’s
week, one that he would prepare for from almost
the moment he made Havdalah. In honor of
Shabbos, the Apter Rav would partake fully in the
Shabbos seudos, while spending the rest of the
holy day immersed in the higher realms. He
would stay up the entire Friday night, learning or
leading a tisch for his students, and the entire
Shabbos day was spent in a similar fashion.

And while Shabbos was a day saturated with
tremendous holiness, it was also the only time
when the rav, despite his asceticism, would
nurture his body with filling meals. This wasn’t
Olam Hazeh, but spirituality — food likavod
Shabbos! The rebbetzin would prepare beautiful
seudos for Shabbos, replete with delicious meat
and fish, fresh challah and wine, giving her
husband the energy for the intense spiritual
exercises he participated in all Shabbos.

Every Thursday, the rebbetzin would go down to
the marketplace to purchase the ingredients she
needed to cook for Shabbos, a task she fulfilled
with love and joy. Loaded with packages, she
would return home and spend the afternoon
mixing and measuring. The home would be filled
with delicious smells heralding the approaching
Shabbos.



One wet and blustery Thursday, the rebbetzin was
in the marketplace doing her weekly shopping
when she noticed that the fishmongers’ stalls
were all empty. Normally, they were bustling
with activity on Thursday, but now, the fishermen
were chatting quietly behind their bare booths.

“Excuse me?” the rebbetzin called gently,
approaching their table.

“Ah, rebbetzin,” one of the gentile fishermen
greeted her, recognizing her. “I’m so sorry, but
there is no fish today.” He made an apologetic
gesture at the sky. “The weather is bad, and none
of us were comfortable venturing out into the
water in this kind of storm.”

“No fish?” her face registered disbelief. How
could it be there was no fish on Thursday
afternoon? What would be with Shabbos?

“Sorry, rebbetzin. Hopefully next week,” he
replied, trying to sound helpful.

The rebbetzin looked around the marketplace.
The fisherman had been telling the truth. People
were hurrying through the rain, purchasing other
items, but there was no fish being sold in the
market that day.

From the corner of her eye, she spotted Shachna,
a poor Jewish fisherman, on the other side of the
square. Shachna, too, appeared empty handed, but
she hoped that he would be able to help her
anyway. Perhaps, if he knew that the rav wanted
fish in honor of Shabbos, he would be willing to
assist her in procuring some.

“I’'m so sorry, rebbetzin, but there is no fish this
week,” Shachna told her when she neared, even
before she had time to ask.

“Please?” she tried pleading. “Fish for Shabbos
means so much to the rav. I’'m willing to pay
anything. Would you be willing to go down to the
river to catch a fish or two for the rav? Please?”

Shachna pursed his lips. “Rebbetzin, I don’t think
you understand what you are asking. The weather
is really bad. It’s hazardous to go fishing in such
weather. I would love to help the rav, but it’s not
really feasible.”

“Maybe you can find people to help you?” the
rebbetzin suggested. “A few young, strong
gentiles who wouldn’t mind a dangerous
challenge? I’ll make it worth it for you. I’ll pay
you a month’s worth of wages. Please, just do me
this favor.” She took out a pile of bills and handed
it to the fishmonger.

Shachna fingered the money, somewhat hesitant.
He greatly desired to help the rav, even without
such a large incentive, and the extra money would
be very welcome in his cash-strapped household.
On the other hand, he was reluctant to take so
much money from the rebbetzin for a few fish,
and it really was bad weather...

“Please, you are doing me a huge favor,” the
rebbetzin reminded him. “Take the money and
enjoy it fully. It’s what a fish is worth on a stormy
day like today.”

“Wait here, and I will see what I can do for you,”
Shachna told her. He rounded up a few young
gentiles loitering in the square, paying them each
a few cents to join him in the venture. While it
would not be easy to fish with wind gusts like the
ones they were experiencing, he would merit to
help the rav and earn a nice bonus on the side.

Indeed, the fishing expedition was extremely
challenging. It was not before three hours that
Shachna and the other men returned, their hair
windswept, their clothing completely drenched.
But they were carrying two large fish aloft like
trophies as they went to show the rebbetzin what
they managed to procure for her.

“Thank you so much!” the rebbetzin cried
gratefully as she saw what the men were carrying.



It was nearly dark. They had been gone the entire
afternoon.

“It was not easy, but it was worth it, for the rav,”
Shachna said, preparing his knife to clean the fish
for her. She stood by the stall and watched as he
deftly sliced the fish and removed the bones.

At that moment, a horse and carriage pulled up,
and Baila, the wife of the town’s wealthiest man,
descended from within the closed carriage. “I’m
here to buy fish,” she announced to Shachna, who
was in the midst of wrapping up the rebbetzin’s
two fish.

“I’m so sorry, but there are no fish,” Shachna said
regretfully. “It was too stormy today to fish. Take
a look around, the fishmongers are all empty. We
don’t have fish to sell.”

Baila looked accusingly at the wrapped parcels in
his hands. “But you do have fish,” she pointed
out.

“These fish belong to this woman here,” Shachna
explained, handing the packages to the rebbetzin.
“She paid a lot of money for them.”

“And who are you?” Baila sniffed at the
rebbetzin, pulling her fur scarf tighter around her
shoulders haughtily. “Why do you get to have the
only fish in the market?”

“Excuse me, but that’s the rebbetzin you are
talking to,” Shachna interrupted. “You can’t just
talk to her like that. She’s the wife of the rav of
the town!”

“Well, do you know who I am?” Baila demanded.
“l am the wife of R’ Asher, the richest man in
town. We have a lot of guests coming this
Shabbos, and we need fish.”

The rebbetzin just stood there silently, listening to
the wealthy woman’s rant and allowing the
fishmonger to cover for her. “You can’t talk like
this to the rav’s wife!” he hissed furiously at

Baila. “She paid a tremendous amount of money
and she hired fishermen to personally fish for her
so that the rav can have fish for Shabbos. She
waited for a few hours in this terrible wind for the
fish. I understand that you also want fish, but the
fish is hers, not yours.”

“Not my fish, huh?” Baila snorted, marching over
to where the rebbetzin was standing. With one
yank, she grabbed the packages out of the
rebbetzin’s hands. “My husband supports this
entire town. We own ninety-percent of the
businesses in this town. Everything belongs to
me! And you say that I can’t have fish!”

The rebbetzin was too shocked to respond. Her
face, which had paled as she listened to the entire
exchange, turned even whiter.

“I hope you realize the difference between my
husband and hers,” Baila announced to the
fishmonger as she stalked toward her waiting
carriage with the rebbetzin’s fish. “We are
distinguished people, and they are nothing but
peasants. She married a rav, but what kind of
home did she come from? And do you know just
how wealthy of a home I came from? Just realize
who you are dealing with before you make
decisions on who deserves the fish.”

She reached into her purse and took out a handful
of coins, which she flung at the floor near the
rebbetzin. “This is for you, payment for the fish,”
she said before climbing into her carriage and
riding off.

The people around Shachna’s stall were utterly
still. No one knew what to say. The rebbetzin was
still rooted to the same spot, weeping softly, and
they all looked away uncomfortably. They all
knew that Baila was wrong, and that she had
committed a terrible misdeed against the
rebbetzin, but they had all been to cowardly to try
to stop her.



It was with empty hands that the rebbetzin
returned home from the marketplace after being
there the entire afternoon. Her cheeks were damp,
and she could not stop crying. The rav, swaying
in front of a sefer, looked up in alarm when she
entered the house. “What happened?”

“I rather not talk about it,” the rebbetzin said
stiffly. She desperately wanted to tell him
everything that happened, to pour out her heart
and describe what she’d endured, but she didn’t
want to speak lashon hara.

“Did you get what you needed for Shabbos?” he
asked gently.

That did it. The dam burst again, and a torrent of
tears flooded from her eyes. The rebbetzin tried to
speak, but found that she couldn’t. She sobbed
and sobbed while her husband stood there,
looking at her compassionately.

“I waited for hours in the marketplace,” she
finally managed to say. “There was no fish, and I
paid an exorbitant sum for the fishermen to go to
the river in this weather just for me. I had to wait
for hours until they returned, and finally, when I
had the wrapped fish in my hands and was about
to leave, a woman came and grabbed it away from
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me.

“I don’t understand,” the rav said. “She just
walked over to you and took away the fish?”

“She’s the wife of the richest man in town, and
she couldn’t handle not having fish,” the
rebbetzin explained, wiping her eyes. “In her own
words, she and her husband are distinguished
people deserving of fish, and everything in this
town belongs to them. We, in her opinion, are just
peasants. She came over to me and pulled the fish
away. Oh, and she threw me some coins to cover
the cost.”

The rav, hearing his wife’s report, was very
disturbed. He was not a man who desired honor,

but shaming a talmid chacham is akin to shaming
the Torah itself, and one may not be mochel on
the kavod of the Torah. “Tomorrow, I will take
care of it,” he promised her.

The next morning, after davening, the rav’s
trusted assistant came over as he did daily. “Is
there anything I can do for the rav today?” he
inquired.

“Thank you, Leib,” the rav responded. He briefly
recounted the previous day’s fish episode and
then gave his assistant instructions on how to
proceed. “I would like you to go to the home of
the wealthy R’ Asher. I want you to speak to R’
Asher himself, not his wife. Tell him the story,
and that you would like him to return the fish. If
he obeys, take the fish and leave.”

“And if he refuses to give it back to me?” Leib
wanted to know.

“If he refuses, then you should tell him that his
wife’s neshama is rotten to the core, and she does
many aveiros,” the rav said. “I don’t care who is
in the room when you break him this news. If he
doesn’t want to give back the fish, that is what
you have to tell him.”

Leib took a step back, gaping at the rav. “I can’t!”
he squeaked. “How can I tell R” Asher, to his face,
such terrible things about his wife? He’ll ruin me
for sure! Rebbe, I can’t undertake this mission.”

“I am using my authority as rav and commanding
you to go,” the rav said firmly. “You may say it
in my name if it makes it easier, but I insist that
you go now.”

Leib swallowed the protests rising in his throat
and nodded slowly. He was not the
confrontational sort, but he realized that he did
not have a choice. Squaring his shoulders
resolutely, he made his way by foot to the stately
residence of R’ Asher.



As he neared the large mansion, he saw a row of
wagons and carriages parked outside the house.
Leib’s heart sunk. Not only would R’ Asher’s
many servants be around, but it appeared that the
house was full of many guests. There would be a
lot of ears around to witness what could become
a very embarrassing exchange between himself
and the wealthy man. He began davening
desperately for the courage to fulfill the mission
he’d received from the rav.

A servant answered the door on his first knock, a
polite expression on his face. “How can I help
you?”’

“I need to speak with R’ Asher,” Leib replied,
stepping inside.

“I’m sorry, sir, but he’s in middle of an important
meeting now with fifteen askanim from the
community,” the servant apologized. “He cannot
be disturbed now.”

“But I need to meet with him urgently,” Leib said,
locking gazes with the servant. “I have a very
important message from the Apter Rav.”

“I understand that you have business with R’
Asher, but you will need to return later,” the
servant said, still in that same polite tone. “He’s
unavailable at the moment.”

Leib realized that the only way he would manage
to speak to R’ Asher would be if he took matter
into his own hands. It was totally against his
nature, but it was what he needed to do.
Sidestepping the well-mannered servant, he
marched straight down the hallway on his
volition, following the sounds to the room where
the meeting was taking place.

“Sir, sir, you can’t just barge in!” the servant
called frantically after him, but Leib just ignored
him. He turned the doorknob and walked in on the
meeting.

Fifteen pairs of eyes glanced up at him when he
entered, but they were in middle of discussing
something heatedly, and no one deemed his
presence important enough to stop the meeting.
As the men around the table continued their
vigorous discussion, Leib made his way to the
head of the table where R’ Asher was sitting and
quietly asked to speak to him.

R’ Asher scraped back his chair in surprise. “Who
are you?” he asked. “What do you want?”

“I’m the assistant of the rav,” Leib said, keeping
his voice low. He hoped that he would be able to
complete his mission with as little fanfare as
possible.

R’ Asher stood up, his facing showing extreme
displeasure. “I’m in middle of a meeting now, in
case you can’t tell. How dare you barge in here
and interrupt!” His hand reached out and slapped
Leib across the cheek.

The room hushed instantly. All fifteen men
around the table observed the pair curiously,
wondering what was going on.

Leib sighed. The curious attention of the entire
meeting would not make things easier. “I’m here
on a mission from the rav, who sent me to request
that you return the fish that your wife took away
from the rebbetzin yesterday,” he said carefully.

“You came because of fish?!” the wealthy man
bellowed, his voice a mix of anger and
incredulity.

Hearing the word “fish”, the woman of the house
poked her head into the room. “What’s this all
about?” she inquired sharply.

Leib turned to her. “I’m here on a mission from
the rav. He wants you to return his fish.”

“Are you crazy?” Baila hissed. “Get out of here
while you still can! How dare you barge in here



on Friday morning and demand our Shabbos
fish!”

R’ Asher’s face was a deep crimson, and he
seemed ready to pounce. Leib began trembling,
realizing that he had no choice but continue on to
the next part of his mission. “Please, forgive me,
it’s not me,” he said in a very small voice. “I’'m
here on behalf of the rav, and he instructed that
this is what I must do. If you aren’t willing to
return the fish, I will have to say something else.”

Both Baila and R’ Asher began to yell angrily,
incensed at his brazen threat. But they were not
ready to return the fish, so Leib was compelled to
continue. “The rav says that I must tell you that
while your wife might appear righteous, in truth
she does terrible aveiros,” he told R’ Asher, in
front of his wife and the fifteen members of the
meeting.

Baila’s face turned red when she heard the
accusation against her, and she began cursing the
rav’s assistant with every possible bad thing she
could think of. Her husband stood there, his face
rapidly changing colors as shame, shock, and
anger rolled over him. The men around the
conference table lowered their eyes in discomfort,
unable to look at their host.

When Baila was done with her tirade, she whirled
on her husband. “Are you going to let him get
away with 1t?” she demanded. “He barges in here
and spews libels about me, and you’re just letting
him get away with it?!”

Leib, realizing that he was in real danger, bolted
from the room and ran out of the house before
anything could happen to him. A few minutes
later, he was back in the rav’s home, still shaking
from the experience, but the mission was behind
him.

Back in R’ Asher’s home, the wealthy man soon
regained his equilibrium. “We can’t allow such

talk,” he declared to the other members of the
meeting. “I insist that we dismiss the rav and hire
someone else. How can he defame someone just
because he wants fish? Is such a person even
worthy of being a rav? There’s no way he can
remain in his position.”

The askanim were in a quandary. They
understood that the rav was truly a great tzaddik
and a mekubal, and that the fish wasn’t the heart
of the story, but a minute detail. At the same time,
R’ Asher was the most influential man in town,
and they were afraid to stand up to his wishes.

“It’s decided then,” R’ Asher declared. “He’s no
longer the rav of the town. When he comes to
shul, we will not stand up for him. I will sit in his
seat for now. After Shabbos, we’ll figure out who
to appoint as the new rav.”

Word of the incident spread quickly throughout
the village. Most people who knew Baila and her
difficult personality were not shocked by the
accusations, but they were powerless to stop the
powerful R’ Asher from having his way.

The rav never davened in the main bais medrash
on Friday nights. Instead, he held a small minyan
in his home. On Shabbos morning, his personal
minyan would convene again until krias haTorah,
and then they would join the crowd in shul for the
rest of the davening.

That week, as he walked into shul, the people
remained tethered to their seats, terrified to defy
R’ Asher. However, when they saw the steely
look in the rav’s eyes, they became afraid of
disrespecting him. Despite R’ Asher’s threats,
they all stood up for the rav’s honor.

The rav walked to the front of the room and found
R’ Asher sitting in his seat. R’ Asher, too, grew
frightened by the look in the rav’s eyes, and he
quickly moved over to let the rav reclaim his seat.



It only took a minute for him to reclaim his
senses. “Excuse me,” he called loudly. “I insist
that we protest right here and now for the sake of
my wife’s honor. The rav defamed my wife, and
if he doesn’t’ ask us forgiveness, we will have no
recourse but to send him away from town.”

Seven other community leaders stood up to side
with R’ Asher. “The rav can’t spread false rumors
about someone,” they stated firmly. “We can’t
have a rav that takes revenge on people by ruining
their good name. Either the rav takes back his
words, or he is no longer welcome as rav.”

The rav stood up. “Don’t you know that I would
never lie?”” he asked quietly. “If I said something,
it was true.”

“If 1t’s true, then the rav should prove it,”
someone called out from within the crowd.

“I will prove it,” the rav agreed. “But not today,
not on Shabbos. After Shabbos, I will bring
witnesses to prove that I am telling the truth.
Whoever would like to come and see for himself
is welcome.”

From the woman’s section above, Baila began
screaming angrily in protest. It got so loud that
she had to be physically carried out of the shul so
that they could continue davening.

The rest of Shabbos proceeded normally.

On Sunday morning, after davening, the rav left
his house wearing his tallis and tefillin. He
walked with a cane, a sign of distinction in those
days, his eyes closed, his trusted assistant guiding
him along the streets. When they reached the beis
din, the room was packed from wall to wall with
spectators. Everyone wanted to see the rav’s proof
with their own eyes.

The only one who was not present was Baila
herself. While she arrogantly assumed that the rav
would have no way of proving his words, she did

not want to subject herself to humiliation on the
small chance that he would manage to do so.
However, the rav did not give her a choice. He
sent someone to call her and waited for her to
arrive before beginning.

Once Baila arrived, the rav asked for a volunteer
to curtain off a small corner of the room. In the
meantime, he sent his gabbai to the cemetery,
ordering him to bang on graves and call neshamos
to the beis din. Everyone in the room sucked in
their breaths, waiting to see what would happen
next.

A few minutes later, Leib returned. As far as
everyone could see, he was alone. There were no
dead figures or otherworldly characters
accompanying him.

But then the rav stood up and began to speak in
the direction of the curtain. In a thundering voice,
he called on the neshamos to bear witness to
Baila’s deeds. “Testify before the crowd, here and
now, exactly what you saw this woman do,” he
commanded.

To the shock of all those present, real voices
began to speak from behind the curtain. They
were voices that many of them even recognized.
The voices belonged to people who had already
passed away, and one by one, they testified about
sins they had personally witnessed Baila
committing.

The accused had nothing to say to defend herself.
Having been pushed against the wall by the
testimonies of souls who had already passed
away, Baila had no choice but to admit to her
guilt. In a tearful voice, she admitted that they
were correct.

Her husband, hearing her admission, felt faint. It
was difficult for him to digest that his wife, whom
he had always thought possessed yiras shamayim,
was guilty of harsh sins. In addition, he himself



was guilty of trampling on the honor of the rav, or
accusing him of libel, or refusing to show him the
respect he deserved. Devastated by these
realizations, he began to weep, begging the rav to
forgive him and to help him atone for his
wrongdoings.

The rav agreed to give both Baila and her husband
a path to atonement, which involved exile. The
most powerful couple in town, the wealthy R’
Asher and his wife left the village in shame. It
was a very painful fall from the high place where
they’d once stood, yet they knew that they
deserved it and were eager to work on themselves
while there was still time in This World to do so.

Later, the Apter Rav was asked how he knew that
Baila was not the righteous woman she tried to
portray herself to be.

“She intentionally and publicly shamed another
person,” the Apter Rav responded simply. “And it
is clear to me that someone who has no problem
spilling another Jew’s blood like that simply must
be rotten to the core.”

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape # A412
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EARLS OF WISDOM %
FROM THE PARSHAH Dear Doctor

(07 ,XD MNVY) .X97 X7

He shall surely heal. (Shemos 21:19)

? . .
How should you treat the doctor? its heart is far from Me.3

_ From here we learn that just saying somethin
Honor your doctor before you need his _ - J ying 5
_ with your mouth is not proper respect. Only respect
services.! _ i , , .
in one’s heart is true respect. This applies not only

We know it is a mitzvah of the Torah to honor  toward Hashem but also toward one’s parents.
one’s father and mother, and the Chayei Adam? cites

So if Chazal tell us to honor the doctor, the same

Sefer Charedim as saying that honoring one’s parents principle should apply. We need to honor him in our

is a mitzvah that we fulfill primarily in our hearts. hearts, because we might come to need his services,

A person should think of his parents as being great

and if we don’t put our trust in him, we won’t come

and highly respected people. This is learned from a

to him when we need to. There were many cases of

criticism leveled by the Navi: people who didn’t place credence in doctors, and

PRAWA YOI I Oy WA 0D W ended up endangering their lives.
x1\n pnY 1291 1729 - “Since this people

Now let’s talk about the idea that a person
approaches Me with its mouth and lips, yet

should think of his parents as being great and highly
respected people. What is a person supposed to do if
his father is just the opposite? Does he need to twist

1 Yerushalmi, Taanis 3:6.
2 Chayei Adam 67:19. 3 Yeshayahu 29:13.




his mind inside out?

The answer emerges from the following example.
Two people are walking down the street and see
someone who looks like a bum, sitting at a street
corner and doing nothing. Everything about him
says he has nothing going for him at all. One person
whispers to the other, “You see that guy sitting over
there? He has 20 million dollars in the bank!”

Now the guy sitting at the street corner looks
totally different. He is viewed in a more flattering
light. The new information didn’t turn the guy into
a gadol batorah, but it sure did make him seem a lot
more respectable than before. He is no bum at all.

So it is with honoring one’s father and mother.
The very fact that they are your parents requires you
to see them as people possessing great qualities and
worth, because they brought you into this world
and they are partners with Hakadosh Baruch Hu in
creating you.

The same applies to the doctor. Chazal said to
honor him. The very fact that his business involves
matters of life and death, and he was a good shaliach
to heal many people, and you assumedly heard that
he has a good reputation — otherwise you wouldn’t
go to him - this zechus and this mission from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is a very great and lofty thing,
and a heavenly angel accompanies him always. Even
if you happen to know some uncomplimentary
things about him as well, you should see him as a
person well worthy of honor.

Why did Chazal tell us to show him respect?

Not because it is a mitzvah like honoring one’s
parents is, not because it is Hashem’s true Will,
but rather as good advice. Because you might find
yourself in need of his services, and if you think

the doc is no good, you might endanger yourself by
failing to seek medical assistance.

Nowadays, when you go to the family doctor, the
most common treatment they prescribe isantibiotics.
There are people who are against antibiotics and
claim it does harm to the body. This brings them to
disrespect doctors in general and regard them as if

they don’t really help us.
This is the wrong approach.

Come and see how the way of Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is not like the way of human
beings. The way of human beings is that
when he prescribes a medication to a
person, it is good for this and bad for that.
But it is not so with Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
He gave the Torah to Yisrael, and it is a
medicine of life for the entire body, as it
says X9 17w 9991 — “It is healing for all
his flesh®>

What does it mean that “it is good for this and
bad for that”? Rashi explains that it is good for the
eyes and bad for the heart. Based on this, the Brisker
Rov would say, A refuah vas shat nisht, belft nisht — “A

medical treatment that doesn’t hurt, doesn’t help.”

Such is the nature of healing performed by human
beings. It helps for one thing even though it is bad

for something else.

So it doesnt mean that today’s doctors don’t
know what they are doing and can’t help a person
get better. It’s rather because such is the nature of
human healing as Hashem created it. Nothing is

4 Mishlei 4:22.
5 Eruvin 54a.
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purely beneficial with no negative side effects. On

the contrary, if the medicine has a certain negative
effect, this is a sign that it is a good medicine that
really does something.

There’s another big complaint that people have
against modern doctors. In olden times, doctors
would mainly analyze a case mentally and think
about it, whereas today, everything is technical and
mechanical. You don’t see doctors nowadays sitting
there and mentally thinking over the case, like you
see talmidei chacham sitting in the beis midrash and
thinking through the sugya. Thus, people claim
that there isn’t much wisdom in modern medicine,
because you can’t attain wisdom without thinking

deeply, which doctors don’t do.

This, too, is a mistake. You could lodge the same
complaint against today’s Torah sages. Why don’t
we have towering Gedolei Torah of the type that used
to be? It’s actually the fault of the zalmidim, not
the rebbeim. The Shechinab comes to rest upon the
prophets and the sages only when the Jewish people

are worthy of it.

Who to Turn To?

JC N

The same is true in the outside world. This is a
generation where nobody thinks. People behave like
machines, without heads and without hearts. So the
same is true of their “wise men,” the doctors. It’s not
because the doctors are dummies; it’s because that’s
the way our whole generation is. It’s our fault. We get
the doctors that are fitting to us. There is a principle
that you have only the Torah sage who lives in your
age. Lehavdil, you have only the doctor who lives in
your age, and he has Hashem’s permission to practice

healing.

Although we should respect doctors, there is
another halachah about respect that we should
know:

Every person should always be in your
eyes as if he is a robber, but you should

respect him as you would Rabban Gamliel.®

“Respect him as you would Rabban Gamliel”
means in your heart, as we explained, and that does
not contradict suspecting him “as if he is a robber.” ®

6 Kallah Rabbasi 9:1.
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If you will oppress him, and he will cry out to Me, I will hear his cry. (Shemos 22:22)

There is a very important principle of Zefilab to
learn from this pasuk.

When a person is in trouble, for instance, he
urgently needs a sum of money, what does he do?
He might run from one person to another, go to get
berachos from tzaddikim, and also daven and beg of

Hashem to help him.

Or let’s say a family member is sick. He does all
the hishtadlus, he goes to the doctor, he does medical

tests, he picks up prescription medicine from the
pharmacy, and he also davens fervently to Hashem as

part of his hishtadlus.
This approach is like a pauper knocking on

doors around town. He secks assistance from many
different sources. Among them, he also beseeches a
particular householder for help, who, in such a case,
is obligated to give him only a modest donation
because he is just one donor among many.



The same halachab applies in Tefilah. When a
person does many different types of hishtadlus, and

among them, he also prays and beseceches Hashem
for help, he is granted a “modest donation.” Hashem
will give him a little séyata d’Shmaya, in accordance

with the requirements of Halachah:

It is forbidden to turn away the pauper empty-
handed if he asks for help. However, it is sufficient
to give him a dried fig, as it says, “The impoverished

man should not come back humiliated.”

There is no obligation to give him more than a
small amount, because he has other sources of help,

and can manage on his own.

This idea is not hard to understand. Let’s say a
very poor man comes and asks for a large sum, and
the donor sends him away with a small amount.
What was the donor thinking to himself? “He will
manage; he will get by without me. He is not going

to die of starvation.”

And what does the stingy man think to himself
when he slams the door on the pauper? He doesn’t
think, “Let him die of starvation, I don’t care.” He
rather thinks, “Why does he have to come to me?
Let him go to someone else!” But if he would know
for a fact that the pauper has no one else in the world
to turn to, he would have to be exceptionally cruel to

close the door on him.

So it is when we turn to Hashem. If a person
figuratively throws himself down on the ground
before Him, begging Him to have mercy on him
because he has no one else to turn to, and if Hashem
doesn’t have mercy on him, he will never get out of
trouble, Hashem will immediately show mercy on

him and grant him what he needs.

This is the form of Tefilah called nipul, figuratively

throwingoneself down on the ground before Hashem

1 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Matnos Aniyim 7:7.

(J)

ICEV

in utter self-negation, with the atticude that Hashem
and only Hashem can help, and besides Him, there is
no one and nothing that can help. This is like Esther
Hamalkah who threw herself down on the ground
before the king, because he is the king and no one

else can annul the decree other than him.

Simply speaking, this was also the way that Choni
Hameuagel prayed. He drew a circle around himself
and stood inside it, and said, “Ribono shel Olam,
I swear by Your great Name that I am not moving
from here until You have mercy on Your children.”
He made it absolutely clear that he is not like a
pauper knocking on every door in town; he has only

Hashem to turn to. So Hashem showed him mercy.

The Commentators explain, along these lines,
why Hashem especially hears the cry of orphans and
widows. They cry out only to Hashem because they
have no one else to turn to. So Hashem hears them

and answers them.

This can explain why the pasuk repeats the word
“cry out” and says pyy> pvy. Usually, a person
doesn’t cry out twice, because after he cries out to
Hashem once and Hashem still doesn’t help him, he
goes and looks for another way to solve his problems.
But orphans and widows don’t have anyone else to
turn to, so they cry out and then cry out again, and

Hashem answers them.

It is the same with anyone who makes himself like
the orphans and widows, as it says: 2121V "X 22X
1908 M - “My father and mother abandoned me,
but Hashem will take me in.”® This expresses the cry
of someone who has no one to turn to other than
Hashem. He doesn’t cry out and then go looking for
other solutions, he rather cries out and then cries out

again. Hashem will surely answer his prayer. o

2 Taanis 19a.
3 Tehillim 27:10.

©
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Listen to Torah
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Everything that Hashem spoke we will do and listen to. (Shemos 24:7)

Kisses from Hashem

In the Kedushah of the Musaf prayer on Shabbos,
we pray for the Geulah Sheleimah to come soon. We
say OM 93 OPYY mIw 1PnnNa uynws Xim - “May
Hashem let us hear again, in His mercy, in view of all
living beings....”

Note that it says “again.” In other words, we are
asking that the coming Gexlah should be like the

one that was.

The first time Hakadosh Baruch Hu revealed His
tremendous love to us was at Har Sinai. We ask and
pray that He show us that love again.

This request is found also in Shir Hashirim:

N PTT D2 0D NPD MPIVIN IPYD
— May He kiss me with the kisses of His
mouth, because Your love is better than

wine.!

Rashi explains that this is a prayer said in galus.
It is Kenesses Yisrael speaking to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu.

We pray that Hakadosh Baruch Hu should, so
to speak, kiss us on the mouth again, as He did at
Har Sinai, when we stood face-to-face with the
Shechinah, and Hashem spoke to us.

The Giving of the Torah at Sinai was a “kiss on
the mouth” that Hashem gave to the Jewish people.

1 Shir Hashirim 1:2.

This is also the type of kiss that we will receive from
Hashem in the future, when the Geulah comes.

But why does the verse say 719 mpowy, “the kisses
of His mouth”? The word "kisses" is in the plural.
And a plural refers to a minimum of two. So we say
it means two kisses. Why two kisses?

The Vilna Gaon explains that when a person gives
a kiss on the shoulder, as was often done in former
times, it is only one kiss. The kisser gives a kiss but
does not get one in return. However, when it is a kiss
on the mouth, the kisser gives a kiss and also receives
one.

At Har Sinai we gave a kiss to Hashem and
received a kiss in return from Hashem. The Jewish
people gave a kiss when they said "1 7207 qwr >
ynwn 1wyl — “Everything that Hashem spoke we
will do and listen to.” And Hashem gave us a kiss. He
said PpoR 11 20X — “I am Hashem your G-d”

When a person gives someone, for instance, a
Torah sage, a kiss on the hand, he is expressing his
love for the Torah sage whose hand he kissed. But
the love and devotion he is thus expressing to the
Torah sage is limited. It involves the hand, which is
only one part. However, a kiss on the mouth means
mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, ears to ears. It lines
up all of one’s limbs and organs with all the other’s
limbs and organs. This is love without limit.

All of Shas

As we said, the kiss we gave to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu at Har Sinai was when we said, “Everything that



Hashem spoke we will do and listen to.” Now let's

understand what this verse means. It expresses a
certain promise that we made to Hakadosh Baruch

Hu prior to receiving the Torah at Har Sinai.

Chazal say that “do” refers to keeping mitzvos and
“listen” refers to learning Torah.?

But what is the meaning of the word %,
“everything”?

Rabbeinu Yonah wrote in Shaarei Teshuvah as

follows:

Let’s say a person doesn’t exercise care to
avoid a certain matter known to be a sin. He
doesn’t commit himself to avoiding it. Even
if it is a light sin, and even if he is careful
not to commit all other sins forbidden by
the Torah, the Sages of Yisrael call him
a mumar ldavar echad, “an apostate as
regards one matter.”

He is among the transgressors, and his
iniquity is unbearably great. Because if a
servant says to his master, “Everything you
tell me, I will do, except for one thing,” he
is thereby breaking off himself the yoke of
subservience to his master. He does what
he sees fit. 3

A person might love keeping Shabbos. “What a
beautiful mitzvah!”he says. Or he might be lovingly
devoted to putting on fefillin every day. He has his
mitzvos that are meaningful to him, for whatever

reason, and he keeps them.

But he has one "little" problem with his religious
observance: he doesn’t like keeping kosher.

“He is thereby breaking off himself the yoke of

subservience to his master.”

This is nwyl, “We will do” We promised the
Creator that we will do everything He spoke. This
includes zefillin, keeping kosher, Shabbos, mezuzah

2 Zohar Chadash, Acharei Mos 77a.
3 1:6.

and everything else. We will not break the yoke
of Hakadosh Baruch Hu off ourselves even in one
matter.

But it isn’t just about doing mitzvos that we said
we will fulfill everything. We said it also about ynwa,
“We will listen” This is Torah learning. We took
upon ourselves to fulfill “Everything that Hashem

spoke we will... listen to.”

So it’s not enough to just learn a pereck of
Mishnayos or one daf Gemara. We are going to
learn the whole Torah! And when we see nowadays
that, baruch Hashem, not just outstanding talmidei
chachamim but also ordinary Jews sit and learn
Shas, one daf after another, thus learning the whole
Torah, this is keeping the promise we made to the
Borei Olam!

This is the kiss we gave Hashem at Har Sinai. And
we are giving the same kiss today, when we come and

learn ““Everything that Hashem spoke.”

What does it mean to learn "everything"? Can
a person really exhaust the entire Torah and say he

learned "everything"? How does this make sense?

The Torah is endless. It is “longer than the earth
and wider than the sea® Nevertheless, it has a
certain framework. This is the concept of Talmud
Bavli. Regarding its quality, it’s not just that it
contains divrei Torah with the quality of Tannaim
and Amoraim, it’s the fact that it is a complete work,
it is the very tradition of the Oral Torah that was

given at Sinai.
R. Zundel Salant writes like this:

I heard myself from the holy mouth of
the leader of the entire Jewish people, R.
Chayim [of Volozhin] 27/, that if one word
of the Gemara were to be taken away, the

whole world would have to be destroyed.”

Let’s understand what this means. As we know,

4 Iyov 11:9.
5 Ohr Yisrael 25, Toldos 217, letter 3.
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the Chumash from the first word through to the

last, and the books of the Tanach, form a complete
whole, which is the Written Torah that was given to
Moshe at Sinai.

The same is true with Shas. It is a whole, it is a
complete and self-contained work, and every word
in it is part of this complete whole. If a word would
be missing, the Torah would not be complete, and
the world would be destroyed!

We see the special virtue of learning all of Shas
in the story that when Rav Ashi, who, together with
Ravina, put together the collection of teachings
we have in the Gemara today, finished arranging
the Talmud Bavli, fire came down from heaven
and surrounded the beis midrash. This was a kiss of
ynwn awyl ‘i 27 WK Y3, of “Everything that
Hashem spoke, we will do and listen to.” This is why
fire came down from heaven for Rav Ashi, like it did
at Har Sinai.

Three Thousand Years of Listening

We have been keeping this promise of learning
the entire Torah, of “Everything that Hashem spoke,
we will... listen to,” for over three thousand years,
since Har Sinai. In all the generations, Jews learned

the whole Torah.
The Chofetz Chayim recounted that in his

youth, he remembered a case when someone made
a shidduch for his daughter with a fourteen-year-
old bachur about whom he was told that the boy
knows all of Shas. Accordingly, he promised a big
dowry. But in the end, it turned out that the bachur
was actually fifteen. So the father cancelled the
shidduch. He broke it off because for a fifteen-year-
old, knowing all of Shas is not such a big deal. So it

was in those times.

In prewar Europe, up until the Holocaust, there

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

were still working men, people who held down a
job to support their family, but they would get up
at 4:00 AM and learn for four or five hours. They
would keep on learning and learning that way
until they finished all of Shas. However, in the
last sixty years, knowing all of Shas has not been
such a common thing among us. There are even
many big talmidei chachamim who didn’t finish
Shas yet.

So when we see Jews who sit and learn Daf
Hayomi, blat after blat, going through all of Shas,
this is the light of Mashiach.

The promise we made of learning the entire
Torah, of “Everything that Hashem spoke, we will...
listen to,” is not just for Gedolei Yisrael. It is for every
Jew, wherever he is holding. And in our generation,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu sent us a special siyata
d’Shmaya. He sent us the concept of Daf Hayomi.
Everywhere in the world, people are learning Shas.

And every Jew can keep this promise.

Let’s say a person learns on a one-off basis.
He learns, for instance, even an entire chapter of
Mishnayos. However great a thing this may be, it
doesn’t reach the level of someone who keeps up the
learning day after day with mesirus nefesh. And it
isn’t just his personal mesirus nefeshs it is the mesirus
nefesh of the whole family. It’s not just the husband,
the father, who is sitting and learning, it is the mesirus
nefesh of the whole family. He goes on night after
night, sitting and learning another daf'and another
daf, and it is something that belongs to the whole
Jewish people.

When Jews come and give Hashem the kiss of
YNWN Wyl i 9T WK 9D, of learning the whole
Torah, this is the light of Mashiach that is emerging.
We can already see on the horizon the reciprocal kiss

of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. e
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