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Detached Gold
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Rav Yitzchok Dov Schechter shlita points out that there is a noticeable difference between the tzipui of the Aron and the
tzipui of the other klei hamishkon. When it came to the other keilim, like the mizbeichos, the Shulchan, and the amudim,
the tzipui was plated on, attached firmly to the kli. However, the tzipui of the aron was not attached at all, it was an entirely
separate box of gold on the inside and outside. Why is the tzipui of the Aron different?

Rav Schechter explains that the Aron represents talmidei chachamim. The Bais Halevi says that the tzipui zahav of the aron
represents the fact that it is important for talmidei chachamim to be dressed I'fi kevodam, as the Gemara says a talmid
chacham needs to make sure that there is no dirt on his clothing. However, there is a condition. The “tzipui zahav” that a
talmid chacham wears must remain entirely external, in a way that he doesn’t feel any attachment to them as all. When
the chitzonius remains chitzonius, then it can be kavod haTorah, but not if it becomes “attached to” him and begins to
become part of the talmid chocham’s essence.

Precise Measurements
(,n3) NP XN NNRRY IANT YXN) NHRY IDIR XN DINHNR DVY IXY 1IN IDP)
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Rav Aizik Ausband zt”l (Sefer Lekach Da’as) points out that the measurements of the Aron are all half amos. The reason, he
explains, is because the Aron represents Torah, and Torah is limitless. When it comes to limud haTorah, a person can never
reach completion and should never be complacent and feel that he can samei‘ach b’chelko. A person should always feel
he’s in middle of the job and there is so much more to accomplish.

Along this vein, we can explain why the Shulchan’s measurements were complete, 1am nxI 12X O'MNAN. The Shulchan
represents parnassah, and that has limitations, as the Gemara tells us n"1 TV n"In NP 08 2w Miim. When it comes
to material sustenance, a person should feel that he has enough and be samei‘ach b’chelko, and he has no need for more.

Yet, while the width and length of the Shulchan are full measurements, the height is an amah and a half. Although the
amount of money a person gets is measured, the potential of what a person can do with the money is unlimited. If it is
used for chesed, for mitzvos and to support Torah, then the money is also ruchniyus and the heights he can reach with
utilizing his portion properly is limitless. How a person utilizes his money for avodas Hashem is never complete, and
regarding the spiritual heights he can achieve with his money, he should never feel his mission is complete.

r
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In his hakdamah to Nidchei Yisroel, Rav Aharon, the son of the Chofetz Chaim brings a phenomenal peshat from his father.
We know that the keilim of the Mishkan symbolized deep concepts. The Aron symbolizes Torah, the Shulchan, sustenance,
and the Ner Tamid of the Menorah symbolized the nitzchiyus of Klal Yisroel. It is the light that will lead Klal Yisroel to
redemption through the stark darkness of galus.

Rashi tells us that Moshe was niskasheh in building the menorah. Moshe Rabbeinu had kushyos, questions. How is it possible
that throughout the long and bitter galus where Klal Yisroel would suffer unbearable pain and suffering, with millions tortured
and killed, that they will ultimately survive? How is the nitzchiyus of Klal Yisroel possible with such a destructive galus?

Hashem’s response was n11ann nWUM 7811, WK? ANt NI 17wn. Hashem’s hashgachah does not need to be understood in
our eyes. Klal Yisroel will be thrown in to the fire, they will suffer churbanos that will seem to completely consume them, but
it will be from those very fires that Klal Yisroel will emerge and merit the geulah. And it won’t come from our hishtadlus, or
the help of other nations. miann nwun n™Kn. It is only the hand of Hashem that will bring us from the tzaros of galus to the
eternal light of geulah.

The Chofetz Chaim concluded that although it is not in our hands to save ourselves from the tzaros, we still have a mission.
Our job is still to light the menorah, representing the fire of Torah. The Zohar says that Hashem commanded the Malachim
to create a corresponding menorah in Shamayim, and when the Kohen would light the menorah down here, the Malachim
would light their Menorah above. When we ignite the the or haTorah, that causes Hashem to bring down his shefa of or and
we will be zocheh to the nitzchiyus of Klal Yisroel with the geulah sheleimah b’mheirah.
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Raised Rent

A kollel yungerman who did not own his own apartment moved to the northern city of Tzefas, so that rental fees for his
apartment would be lower. One day, the new landlord came to discuss a delicate matter. In a subdued tone of voice, he
explained that since he was undergoing very difficult times, he must ask the young man to vacate the apartment as
someone else had offered a substantially higher rent than what he was currently getting. He expressed great sympathy for
the young man’s situation, acknowledging that he would face tough times finding similar quarters for the rent he was
paying, yet, circumstances made the decision final. He did, however, grant him a sufficient amount of time to search for
another apartment.

The young man was completely shattered. The very move to this distant city was for one, and only one, reason — namely,
the financial savings. He felt that the rug was being pulled from underneath him. Not only would he not have gained
anything, but he would actually have incurred a great financial loss. The move from one apartment to another with its
related expenses would be staggering, involving expenditures that he could not afford.

A friend advised that since the landlord had some affiliation with the chassidus of Ger, the kollel yungerman should travel
to Yerushalayim to discuss his predicament with the Gerrer Rebbe. Despite the fact that the young man had no involvement
with Ger whatsoever, he accepted the advice and made the journey, trying his luck with the Rebbe.

Arriving in Yerushalayim, he went directly to the home of the Gerrer Rebbe, HaRav Pinchas Menachem Alter, and waited
his turn. As always, the line was long and after a couple of hours, he was ready to leave in frustration. He did, however,
persevere and was ushered into the Rebbe’s study. It was the first time in his life that the man had ever been face to face
with a rebbe and it was only natural that he was quite nervous and apprehensive.

His anxiety, though, did not last for long, for immediately upon his entrance the Rebbe welcomed him with a broad, friendly
smile, thereby conveying the message: | am so happy to see you. The Rebbe began by asking some general questions. Then
he turned to specifics regarding the young man’s learning, his family and his financial situation. Feeling at ease, the young
man was able to articulate his specific problem -—his predicament regarding the apartment in Tzefas — in an orderly
fashion. The Rebbe expressed great empathy for his difficulty, offering much needed encouragement to withstand the
challenge, and blessed him with success.

Several days passed and the first of the month arrived. As usual, the landlord came to collect the rent and the young man
paid the amount he had paid previously. No one mentioned the impending move. The following month the same
experience recurred with neither of them referring to the move. With the pressure easing, inertia followed; the young man
and his family felt some sense of calm. For the most part, the apartment issue was forgotten. A long time later, while paying
his rent, the young man reminded himself of the crisis he had faced earlier. As a matter of curiosity, he asked the landlord
what in essence had taken place that made the entire issue disappear. “Oh, it’s simple,” he said straightforwardly. “Every
month | receive a check from Rabbi Alter to make up the difference in rent. You really don’t have to worry, since the checks
arrive in a timely, almost automatic fashion.”
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Walking to Learn Torah

When Rav Shteinman once visited Rav Malkiel Kotler in his house, he saw a pair of shoes in the cabinet with the silver
dishes. He asked why they were there, and Rav Malkiel answered with this story.

During World War One Rav Isser Zalmen Meltzer decided to close his yeshiva because it was a sakana, so all the bachurim
went home. One bachur got home, and his mother asked him why he was home, he said because the yeshiva was closed
because of sakana. His mother replied "Torah is maygin u'matzil, and she sent him right back to yeshiva. The bachur didn't
have any money for transportation, so he walked back to yeshiva by foot. When Rav Isser Zalmen heard this story, he was
so impressed about this bachur's mesiras nefesh that he decided to buy his shoes from him.

The name of the bachur was Rav Shach!

Saved From the Holocaust

Rav Yaakov once met the Satmar Rebbe and asked him why he thought Hashem saved him from the Holocaust. The Satmar
Rebbe did not want to say but Rav Yaakov got him to respond, and the Rebbe said that he was saved because of his
tremendous hasmodas haTorah. It is well known the Satmar Rebbe used to stay up at night with his feet in cold water to
keep himself awake and learn. The Rebbe, in turn, asked Rav Yaakov why he was spared from the Holocaust, and Rav Yaakov
hesitatingly responded it is because from when he was a young child he never told a lie.

I think Rav Yaakov understood this from the following story of what made Rav Yaakov stay in America, and eventually bring
his family a number of years before the war:

When Rav Yaakov was the Rav in Tzitivyan the family had no money, so Rav Yaakov took a job as a fundraiser for a kollel in
Lita. He was sent to the USA to collect with a receipt book showing the prospective donors’ previous year donation so they
can match it or add to the sum. At one particular donor Rav Yaakov showed the him receipt from the previous year, and
the donor told him that he had a copy of the check form the last donation and the amount was smaller. At that point Rav
Yaakov realized that someone in the kollel office was forging receipts so the donations would be higher. This, Rav Yaakov
felt, was not emes and he decided he cannot work for an employer who is not 100% emes.

At that point the donor said "l can give you a donation like | always do the smaller amount" Rav Yaakov kindly informed the
donor | do not work for that kollel anymore | cannot accept any checks. The man said but who do you work for? Rav Yaakov
told him | am unemployed. Rav Yaakov was left stranded in America with no money or job to return or bring his family. He
then got in touch with his cousin who found him a job as a Rav in Seattle and eventually Rav Yaakov was able to bring his
family and in turn they were saved from the Holocaust.

Rav Yaakov realized that it was only because of the midas ha’emes that saved him from the fate of so many others in
Lithuania.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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The Saraph of Brisk

Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”l (1818 - 1898)

Yahrtzeit navp "2

Continued from last week...

Soon after R’ Yehoshua Leib’s arrival in Yerushalayim, the battle against the secular schools erupted in full force. A British
organization, Mazkeret Moshe, funneled substantial funds to raise the “cultural standard” of Jewish education in
Yerushalayim by secularizing the schools. They sent Yechiel Michel Pines, a famous maskil, as their representative, hoping
that he would prove to be a match for the iron-willed, uncompromising R’ Yehoshua Leib. Pines realized that he could not
secretly circumvent the Rav; he went to meet with him directly. When he arrived, R’ Yehoshua Leib flung open all the
doors and windows of his house, saying, “Let no one say that we shared any secrets together.” He then told Pines, “If you
have come to ease the burden of the poor of our city, as you promise, fine. But if you have reforms in religion in mind, let
me tell you that there is no house and no courtyard from which the sound of Torah does not make itself heard. There is
no room for your innovations.” Pines then chose to work with a small group of maskilim in Yerushalayim. Some weeks
later, Pines was blessed with a son and asked R’ Shmuel Salant to be the child’s sandak. R’ Yehoshua Leib learned about
this the day before the bris and sent a message to R’ Shmuel asking him not to participate. The public was not yet aware
of these undercurrents, as Pines remained engaged in business at first. He pretended to be concerned over the plight of
the craftsmen in the city and employed many of them. But his cover did not endure. One day he opened a shul and yeshiva
in the Even Yisrael neighborhood. He stated that he intended to maintain a shul and support ten young men on a monthly
stipend to study Torah. This place soon became a meeting house for maskilim. R’ Yehoshua Leib, who had all along seen
through Pines’ “piety,” arranged a mass rally, at which he uncharacteristically made a public appearance. When he rose
to speak, he burned with holy zeal, his face glowing. He cried out in a tear-choked voice, “Our religion is being threatened
by a grave danger. Our Torah is in dire straits. It has come to my attention that Michel Pines has established a special
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place of worship and prayer. He is an apikores, as has been testified before me, and the house which he has designated
can only produce apikorsus. | therefore forbid visiting it.” A strict ban was then declared upon Pines and his house of

study, unanimously accepted as binding on all.

Pines appealed for support to several rabbis abroad. But when it became known that R’ Yehoshua Leib was his outspoken
opponent, Pines’ would-be backers slipped away one by one. Even the patrons and colleagues who had sent him ignored
Pines’ cry for help. They feared further antagonizing the sensibilities of R’ Yehoshua Leib and the people of
Yerushalayim. When the Gaon HaNetziv was approached to defend Pines, he emphatically replied, “I cannot conceive of
anything that could possibly be said contrary to the renowned and revered R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin.”

R’ Yitzchak Cheshin, father of R’ Yeshaya Cheshin, passed away at a young age, leaving a widow and seven orphans. They
lived near Michel Pines’ home. Pines offered to take the children into his beis medrash and to raise them, thus relieving
Mrs. Cheshin of an enormous financial and emotional burden. When she posed Pines’ offer to R’ Yehoshua Leib, through
R’ Moshe Horodner, the Rav rose up from his chair and vehemently explained that he could not permit it. He then blessed
the widow with children who would grow to Torah and chuppah, and that she would enjoy generations of righteous
descendants. The widow followed his directive, despite the taunts of a few neighbors who accused her of cruelty to her
young children. She indeed lived to see R’ Yehoshua Leib’s blessing realized, for she produced generations of outstanding
children and established one of the most illustrious families in Yerushalayim.

R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin took numerous measures to assure that Michel Pines was ostracized and would have no support
from the ranks of the rabbonim in Yerushalayim. He once summoned R’ Dov Ber Shapira, the loyal attendant of R’ Shneur
Zalman of Lublin (author of Toras Chesed) and commanded him to inform his master that he must not admit Pines into his
house. R’ Yehoshua Leib’s adamant stand brought the battle to its close. Pines’ ‘yeshivah’ dwindled and eventually died,
due to the ban. This time the breach had been discovered, and mended, in time. But the case of Pines was only the first of
many conflicts. Many who thought that R’ Yehoshua Leib was overreacting in claiming that Pines was undermining the very
foundations of religious education later admitted that he had indeed been foresighted. A large number went so far as to
express regret over not having joined the ranks of R’ Yehoshua Leib, the defender of Torah-true chinuch.

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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1. List at least one connection the numbers 1-13 have with the yown.
Who knows 1? | know 1! 1 is 1.
Who knows 2? 3? 4? 5? 67 7? 8?' 9?° 10? 11? 12? 13%?

2. What is mentioned numerous times in every nwns but in this week’s nvs it
is only mentioned once?

3. List six things in the yown that were square.*
4. Which wy is found in this week’s nwa? °

5. Out of the six wTpnn »5, which two similarities were unique to the y7x, the
270 nawn and the yn5vw?

6. The name of which person from the n5%n (although with different mmp) is found
in this week’s nw19o?

7. lam gold, he is silver,
| am more crucial to the yown,
but | couldn’t do my job without him.
We are both mentioned in this week’s nw99.
Who am I? Who is he?

8. lam a structure in the 1own and the v1pnn N13,
| am never mentioned in the NN,
However, the n7n explicitly states my alternative is not allowed,
Without me the nmay could not be completed.
Move one of my mTpi and | can be a 127p.
Who am I? (M. Kagan)

Need a hint?

! 1t has a connection with the Dwp

%It has a connection with the nn

® Found in the first ten D109

* Some are %), some are locations, some are curtains
® It is regarding a 12wnN ¥93




Answers

1)1ism

2) 2 are the m7 ,0>72,0°275 ,mNY, length of the ynbw, and the height of the anyn nam.

3) 3 are the boxes of the K, the amount of coverings of the yown - according to one NV, the three
entrance curtains, the three areas in the wTpn, and the height of the N¥>nin nawm.

4) 4 are the mwav, the width of the my», the amount of coverings of the yown - according to one nVv,
the m»p on the mNawn, the n599n0 >y, and the 98N ToN » Y.

5) 5 are the ©>n2 on each side of the yown, the length and width of the ¥Nn Naw, thebnxn Ton » 1y,
and the number of parts to three of the halves of the my.

6) 6 are the branches of the N7, the primary 095 of the wpn, and the number of parts to one of the
halves of the my».

7) 7 are the MM of the nn.

8) 8 are the w1 on the 27yn, and the number of all the o>7ain the wTpn.

9) 9 are the ©>n19 on the NN,

10) 10 are the amount of the parts to the Ynxn My, the height of the o)wap, the height of the PIN, and
the width of the yown and the length of the Nnvon on top of the yown.

11) 11 are the amount of the parts to the yownn My>», and the ©>1M95 on the NN,

12) 12 are the p»9n onY and the width of the exterior of the yown.

13) »»w (25:2) says there were 13 items needed for the donation of the yown and

according to the opinion that the y9°nn N>2 went around the entire Yown (Y03 12 173 OIN and in Nav
:NY) there were 13 ©>nN*2 in total. (Number 13 was submitted by Y. Tawil)

Anov

1-2) Two mnawn 3) The oowpn wnp  4) Theydwnn qon  5) The novo  6) The ywin (when folded).
Bonus Answers: 7) The N7ty (the area in front of the yown was 50x50) 8-9) Each of the MY (1> 97272 7y)

(19,M9) AN 1D XY D 1IN P JIND NYV1A - Not to remove the 072 from the .
1) They had aay 2) They were made with gold and wood 3) They had gold rings
NV - (22,12) M) NYAV SN

The o>w1p and the oy

Next week...

Last Week’s Riddle:

Twice he and | were partnered,

Once to support another, - to support nwn's arms

Once to give guidance, - When nwn went up to »o 0
We are both mentioned in this week’s nwA9.

Who am I? Who is he? - N and NN

L,IND DNT )2 PR PYY NTHIAN — NNHY IRITYD
977090 TOON 12 TYT PN, N7Y APY TIT N N9 1592 ,973 DNNIAN 12 DINY YD
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMNY MO YOO
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CHAYEING Pischei Parsha — Terumah
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RIDDLES

How many syllables are in the name of this week’s parsha?

Although we tend to pronounce the “Tr” combination at the beginning of the word “Trumah” the same way we
pronounce it in English words such as, “True,” and “Tree,” producing a sound similar to the English “Ch”
combination, this sound doesn’t actually exist in lashon hakodesh, and the correct way to /ain the word is, “T’-
Ru-Muh,” as a 3 syllable word with a sheva na under the letter “tuv.”

How was the mishkan like Har Sinai?
o After becoming Hashem’s special nation, it suited us to have His special presence with us on a regular
basis in the mishkan, as it was at Har Sinai.
o Like at Har Sinai, Hashem spoke to Moshe from the mishkan, with His words once again emanating
“from the fire” of the “fiery-gold keruvim.”

The wagons that Yosef sent to Yaakov eventually led to the wagons used by the family of Merari to
transport the mishkan? How?

When Yaakov saw the wagons which were sent by Yosef, the Shechina and nevuah returned to him.2 With this
restored nevuah, he foresaw the mishkan, brought trees to plant in Mitzrayim, and told his children to take this
wood with them when they would leave.? After being converted into the beams of the mishkan, this wood was
transported on wagons.

Regarding most keilim, Hashem speaks to Moshe as a representative of Bnei Yisrael, saying, “YOU
should make...” Regarding one kli, Hashem speaks about Bnei Yisrael, saying that “THEY” should
make it. Which kli, why, and how can millions of people make it together?

Due to the extreme holiness of the aron, we all needed to be direct partners in its construction, so that we
could all merit acquiring Torah. We could all donate, help Betzalel in some small way, or focus our attention to
this special project (“y’chavnu ladavar”).*

The zeir (crown) on the mizbeach represents the kesser kehunah, and was taken by Aharon HaKohein;
the zeir on the shulchan represents the “kesser malchus,” and was taken by Dovid HaMelech; the zeir
on the aron represents the kesser Torah — who took that crown?

It's yours if you want it!®> Only regarding the first 2 does the Torah say, “V’asisa LO zeir,” “You should make for
him (it) a crown,” indicating that these crowns were designated for specific individuals. Regarding the aron,
however, this word is omitted, because it's available to anyone!®

Regarding a number of keilim, the term “v’tzipisa” is used to indicate that it was coated in gold. Name
2 places in Parshas Terumah where this term is used when something wasn’t actually coated in gold,
but was rather placed INSIDE of something gold, which surrounded it closely.
e The wooden, inner box of the aron, which was housed in a golden box, and also housed a golden box,
was thus fully surrounded by gold.”
¢ Golden half-pipes were attached to the beams of the mishkan, and when the berichim-poles were
inserted into them, the poles were surrounded by gold.®
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In Parshas Terumah we are told to build the aron. Where was it once mentioned already in Chumash?
In Parshas Beshalach, Moshe told Aharon to take a jar of mann and place it in front of the aron, so that future
generations would understand that Hashem takes care of Bnei Yisrael. This conversation happened after the
mishkan was constructed, but the Torah records it while discussing the mann.®

The keruvim in the mishkan looked like peaceful children.'® Where else in Chumash are keruvim
mentioned, in a very different role?

After Adam and Chava were sent out of Gan Eden, Hashem placed keruvim outside to serve as guards who
would attack trespassers.! We see the power of Torah: when combative malachim are attached to Torah, they
become docile. Likewise, when one attaches himself to Torah, it has the ability to refine his middos.'?

The keruvim looked like young children.' If so, why does the Torah say that they faced each other,
“ISH el achiv,”'* describing each as a “man”?

This phrase has nothing to do with their likeness: when multiple grammatically masculine objects are
described, they are each called “ish,” while grammatically feminine objects are called “isha’ (such as the
yerios).1®

Observing the keruvim can help one learn the best method to teach Torah. How?

Like the keruvim: a rebbe must resemble a malach, and be free of chet like a young child; he must stretch
towards Shamayim to maximize his performance of obligations bein adam laMakom, while “facing his friend” to
fulfill his responsibilities bein adam lachaveiro, thereby highlighting the peace which is achieved by lovers of
Torah; he must keep his gaze focused on the kapores, fully focused on spreading Torah, unmotivated by
personal honor.'®

Which contained more gold: the menorah, or the kapores on top of the aron?

The total amount of gold which was used to make the menorah AND its keilim weighed one kikar.!” We have a
mesorah that the kapores was also made out of a kikar of gold.'® It turns out that the kapores contained more
gold than the menorah alone. (Keep in mind that the gold-content of the kapores presumably includes the
keruvim.)

Where is there a reference to the shulchan in the shemoneh esrei of mussaf on Shabbos?
“Sidurei n’'sacheha’ refers to the arrangement of lechem hapanim on the shulchan, with rods (“k’sos
hanasech”) supporting each bread so it shouldn’t crush those underneath it."®

JUST CURIOUS

Donations to the mishkan were collected from individuals who, “Yid’venu libo,” felt moved to
contribute generously and willingly.2° Why, then, does the Torah used the term, “V’yikchu li terumah,”
as if the funds had to be forcibly “taken” from them?

Hashem only wanted donations from those who felt, “This isn’t really MY money; it was entrusted to me by
Hashem, so that | would use it for His purposes.” These people didn’t feel that they were GIVING a present;
rather, they allowed the collectors to TAKE that which was destined for them all along.?!
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Which is preferable for the mishkan — light wood, or heavy wood, and why?
Shittim wood is very light, making it possible for a mere 8 oxen, given to the family of Merari, to pull the whole
mishkan when traveling.?

Shittim wood was used in the construction of the mishkan. Where did we find this wood in the desert?
e It wasn’t from the desert: it was “born in Eretz Yisrael,” replanted in Mitzrayim by Yaakov Avinu, and
carried out by Bnei Yisrael.?
« Inthe midbar, there was a forested area of shittim wood, for which the town of Shittim was named.?*

Bnei Yisrael just spent 80 days painfully regretting the Chet HaEigel, while Moshe begged for their
forgiveness on Har Sinai. Finally, they were forgiven on Yom Kippur, and right away Moshe
announced, “We will be building a mishkan. Please donate GOLD...” Yikes! Of all things, why mention
gold FIRST?

By mentioning it first, Hashem was letting them know that they had been fully forgiven for the Chet HaEigel.
Likewise, when discussing the age at which an animal can be brought as a korban, a cow is mentioned first
(“...TV IX QWD IN Y") 26

The mishkan was built after Chet HaEigel, as its kaparah. Why is it mentioned beforehand?
Since the Torah is so pleasant, it mentions the “refuah” before the “makkah,” informing us of the solution
before describing the aveirah.?’

How did the precious stones stay attached to the eifod and the choshen?
« Each stone was placed in a depression within the garment, which surrounded it and held it in place.?®
o They were held by prongs, like the settings on modern day rings.?®

Rebbe Yehudah HaNasi told people not to teach Torah in the marketplace.®® What is so bad about it?
Most of the 48 middos which are needed to acquire Torah®' are based on humility. To stress that one should
be aware of his imperfections, the aron (which contained the Torah) had “incomplete” dimensions on all 3
planes (2'2 x 12 x 1%2 amos). Rebbe Yehudah HaNasi disallowed teaching Torah in public on a regular basis,
concerned that it could be motivated by a desire to show off.3?

The aron was comprised of 3 boxes which were open on top: an outer box made out of gold, which
housed a wooden box, which housed an inner box made out of gold.** Rashi explains that even when
the kapores (cover) was placed on the aron, the outermost box was slightly taller than the 2 inner
boxes, such that it created an elevated zeir (crown) around the aron. Is there any indication that this
zeir had a pointy, zigzag shape?

e According to Rashi, no.?*

e There are different words used to describe the upper, surrounding lip of a vessel, depending on its

shape. The word “zeir” implies a lip which is formed by triangular protrusions.3®
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There were tabaos (rings) attached to the sides of the aron. How high up were they situated?
o Near the upper edge.®
o Near the bottom edge, so that the aron would be above the Leviim carrying it, and be less
cumbersome.®’

If ’'m a Levi carrying the aron, how much space is there between me, and the Levi who is standing next
to me carrying the aron with me?

The poles of the aron were inserted into rings which were attached to the short side of the aron, and the length
of the long side of the aron (2.5 amos — at largest 5 ft.) separated between the poles. The Leviim stood
BETWEEN the poles, with the poles placed on their OUTER shoulders, respectively.®® We could thus
calculate: 5ft. — (2 x the width of a person) = the distance between the Leviim.

The aron, shulchan, and mizbechos were built with rings attached to them, which held “badim” — poles
which were used to carry these keilim while traveling. Regarding the aron alone, there is an prohibition
to ever remove these poles®, even while the aron sat, stationary, for hundreds of years inside the
Kodesh HaKodoshim. Why?

e The aronhouses the Torah, and we are commanded to treat it with the utmost respect. A moment may
arrive when we must quickly grab the aron and transport it. Were its poles to be stored separately, one
may, in haste, insert them without first adequately checking their strength, which would result in the
aron falling during transport. Since we are commanded to insert the poles once, permanently, we will
be inclined to make them adequately supportive.*°
We must be constantly aware that the Torah is not bound to any time or location, and we must always
be prepared to carry it with us elsewhere. In fact, since the aron was kept in the Kodesh HaKodoshim
behind a curtain, these poles, which “poked” the paroches, were the ONLY consistently visible
indication of the aron’s presence.*!

In reality, the aron carried those who held its badim. The poles remained attached to the aron even
when it sat in the Kodesh HaKodashim to demonstrate that just as they didn’t support the aron there,
they didn’t support the aron as it traveled either.*?

This mitzvah indicates that one who supports Torah and talmidei chachamim will be permanently
attached to them in olam haba.*®

The aron carried those who carried it. The poles are inserted permanently to indicate that in any time
of distress we can firmly “hold on to” the Torah, which will carry us, if we “carry the aron” by supporting
Torah learning and talmidei chachamim.**

Chazal relate incidents in which chachamim asked little children, “P’sok li p’sukeich” — “Tell me what
pasuk you learned today,” and understood their responses as a form of nevuah. How does that work?
The keruvim looked like very young children, and were formed out of the kapores itself — not crafted elsewhere
and then attached. Likewise, the education of children has to be a direct outgrowth of Torah — not mainly
elsewhere, with a subsequent introduction to ruchniyus. Just as nevuah flowed from between the keruvim, our
connection to Hashem flows from children engaged in Torah, who retain a degree of access to nevuah
throughout history.*5
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Why do Chazal use the term “Talmid Chacham,” “Student of a Chacham,” even when referring to
gedolim who TEACH others?

The keruvim which sat upon the aron had the image of children, indicating that we should always see
ourselves as young students, continually seeking to grow in Torah and middos. The truly wise recognize that
they are not yet fully wise.*®

Regarding most keilim, if gold isn’t available, they can be made out of silver. The one exception is the
keruvim, which must be made out of gold.*” Why are they different?

The keruvim represent children, who “sit” upon the Torah. Regarding their chinuch, we can never compromise
by settling for “inferior metals” and b’dieved options — the only option is “pure gold” chinuch.*®

The lechem hapanim were shaped like an open box which is missing 2 sides, forming a U shape. How
did they get the dough to stay in that shape while they baked it?
They were baked in iron molds.*°

When making the roof of the mishkan, the artisans wove 10 yerios (sections of cloth), which were each
28 amos long by 4 amos wide. 5 of these sections were sewn together, attached on their long sides, to
form a single set, and the other 5 sections were sewn together to form a second set. Each set had 50
loops on one of its long sides, and the 2 sets were arranged such that the loops of each set lined up
with each other. Finally, kerasim (hooks®®) were inserted into each pair of lined-up loops in order to
connect the sets.?’ Were these kerasim placed on the underside of the yerios, such that they were
visible inside the mishkan, or on the upper side of the yerios?

Chazal record that when the kerasim were placed in the loops, they looked like stars in the sky®?, because of
the contrast between the golden kerasim and the deep blue t'cheiles loops®. Presuming that the 2 sets of
yerios were connected such that they were flush without a gap between them>4, in order for the kerasim to
have been visible inside the mishkan, they must have been placed on the under-side of the yerios®.
Alternatively, the placement of the kerasim on the upper side made them appear like stars, which cast light
below despite being located high up in the sky®¢. Some hold that there was a gap between the 2 sets of

yerios®, in which case the kerasim would be visible even if they were placed on the upper side®.

IN YOUR OPINION

Would you rather visit the mishkan, or spend a Shabbos with Avraham and Sarah?
The presence of Hashem with Bnei Yisrael in the mishkan was a RETURN to the way things were when the
Shechina “lived” with the avos in their spiritually elevated homes.5°

If you could visit the mishkan, and be in front of Hashem’s Shechina, how would you act? Name 2
things that you would do inside, and 2 things that you definitely wouldn’t.

In the beginning of Shulchan Aruch, we learn that we should be constantly aware that we are always in front of
Hashem!
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If a fly is locked in a box with a huge cube of sugar, would you consider him “rich”?

I's hard to call him rich, since he is trapped, and can’t take it with him. Likewise, if we only have wealth which
we must leave in olam hazeh, we haven’t invested wisely. The only investment available which carries a
guaranteed return is tzedakah, which we take with us to olam haba. The Torah thus tells us, “V’yikchu li
terumah™® — the only way to definitely “yikchu” (take), is “terumah” (by donating) to a worthy cause.®’
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Parshas Shekalim

JUST CURIOUS

We read Parshas Shekalim at the time of year when they would collect shekalim for the new year’s
korbanos. Why, then, do we read pesukim about Bnei Yisrael collecting money for the adanim of the
mishkan?

Although these pesukim focus on the collection of silver for the adanim, they mention the word “terumah’ three
times, from which we derive the requirement of other collections, including the annual machatzis hashekel.®?

When Nissan arrives, communal korbanos must be purchased from the new batch of shekalim, which

were collected annually.®® Which items were purchased with these shekalim?

A lot more than just animals:

e The daily Korban Tamid, and all korbanos tzibbur, as well as the wine, oil, and flour used in the

nesachim brought along with them.
Korbanos brought on yomim tovim, such as the korban mussaf, and the sh’tei halechem brought on
Shavuos.
The salt placed on all korbanos.
Wood for the mizbeach, if it needed to be purchased.
The spices for the ketores, and the wages of those who processed it.
The lechem hapanim, and the wages of those who made them.
The barley used for the korban ha’omer.
A Parah Adumah, and the ramp used when traveling to process it.
The se’ir hamishtaleach of Yom Kippur, the red strip tied between its horns, and the ramp used to
escort it.
The mizbeach haolah, the heichal, the azaros, and the curtains which were hung in the gateways of the
Bais Hamikdash.
The menorah and the other keilim, if necessary.
The bigdei kehunah.
The nesachim which accompanied: a korban olah which was brought in order to replace an animal
which was suspected of being an unidentifiable korban®*, the korban of a non-Jew who sent a korban
olah from a foreign country but didn’t send nesachim, and the korban of a geir who died and left behind
an animal to be brought as a korban but not nesachim.
The chavitei Kohein Gadol (a special korban mincha brought daily by a Kohein Gadol) in a situation
where the Kohein Gadol died but a new one had not yet been appointed.
The wages of those who checked korbanos to make sure they did not have any blemishes, those who
taught the Kohanim how to do shechita and kemitzah (scooping a korban mincha), women who raised
children in a tumah-free environment in order to make them available to process a Parah Adumah,
those who guarded hefker crops during shemitah to guarantee that new grain would be available for the
korban ha’omer and the shtei halechem, those who checked the Sifrei Torah in Yerushalayim, and
those who judged thieves in Yerushalayim.
The upkeep of the infrastructure in Yerushalayim, such as the water channel, the city walls, and
towers.®5
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600,000 adult members of Bnei Yisrael contribute the equivalent of 300,000 shekalim. If someone
refused to donate, they would pressure him until he agreed.®® Wouldn't it be easier to raise this sum
from a handful of wealthy philanthropists?

Hashem wanted to give every member of Bnei Yisrael the zechus of personally participating in the Korban
Tamid, equally, regardless of financial status.®”

If a town which is far away from Yerushalayim collects machatzis hashekel from its residents, and
sends the money to Yerushalayim with a paid Jewish mailman, but armed robbers steal the shekalim
along the way - does the town have to give again?

In the Bais Hamikdash, when they selected a portion of collected coins to be used for the korbanos, they
always had in mind to exempt any coins which were en-route to the Bais Hamikdash but hadn’t arrived. If this
selection occurred BEFORE the mailman was robbed, the coins he was carrying were already “included” in the
korbanos, and since the townspeople acted responsibly regarding their method of “mailing” their coins, they
have fulfilled their obligation, and need not give again.®®
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Shabbos Inspiration

A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIy

The following story brings out the ni1i'D] that were prevalent in Europe in the early 1900’s, and the sense
of ninNX one Rav had for his n?'np.* Our story begins in a typical Hungarian town. In a way, it was a
beautiful example of blossoming Yiddishkeit. The Rav was a great |¥1T 72 and a warm person with many
D'T'ON. A shine seemed to emanate from his face. They had a little "1in Tin%n that kept running out of
space because the n7'np was growing so rapidly. There was also a n2iTA n2'¥'. This n?'np had a lot to be
proud of, but they also had a lot not to be proud of. As the epidemic of the haskala began to weave its
way into communities throughout Europe, this town was affected as well. Not only was the reform
movement planting its seeds for the ultimate |21n, there were many others as well. There were
communist parties that were specifically trying to attract Yiddishe children. Extreme shomer hatza’ir
groups were determined to bring people to 781! yIx minus their Yiddishkeit. A parent in this little town
had a lot to hope for and a lot to be scared of.

Zalmen Leib, Zelda and their seven children lived in that town. They were a wholesome family, but they
were very poor. One year, with winter fast approaching, Zalmen Leib’s rebbetzin came to the Rav with all
her little children in tow. She marched into his office and yelled, “Rebbe we are from your most loyal
0'Ton! Have ni1pN1 on us, we have nothing!” Later that day, between nnin and 11un, the Rav
summoned Reb Zalmen Leib, handed him some money and said, “Do you see this money? It’s not npTX.

I”

We will refer to it as hatzlacha money. Invest it in your business. You will have much nn?xn!” Reb Zalmen
Leib didn’t want to take it, but the Rebbe insisted, and he eventually gave in. Zalmen Leib invested it in

business, and it soon became very clear that his 710 was changing much for the better.

When Zelda and Zalmen Leib came to the Rav the next nlwn ¥iN1 to thank him, the Rav had more than
just a you’re welcome to answer. “I must warn you,” the Rav said caringly, “as 10 9112 wiTpn had NN,
and ND11a begins to shine your way, you must not forget your previous ways. The same level of niuay in
your house must be upheld. The same pure nMnX in XN 7112 YiTPn, cannot be compromised under any
circumstances.” Zalman Leib turned red in the face. “Rebbe, do you have to tell me this?” “ N7x |'T10 |'§
|'T17,” the Rav responded, “we try to encourage only those that are already encouraged because that’s
when it really works. | am just concerned that perhaps with your new found wealth, things may change.
There may be different niai'p, that have not been there until now. | want to make sure that things stay
just the way they are.”

Reb Zalman Leib threw himself into his business and Zelda would help as well. They hired help for their
children. Their business continued to grow and they became wealthier and more prominent in their

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #29, Dial-A-Shiur, originally from Licht Shtralen
1]A Life of Truth




community. Zelda and her daughters had different aspirations now. They would travel to the large city to
buy their clothing which now had to be with the times. As time went on, the niu1x and attitude of their
daughters was deteriorating. When the Rav recognized that this was happening, he sent a n*2¥ to their
house to remind Zelda about their promise. They had said they would remain the same type of wholesome
family that they always had been. However, they continued to sink. Zelda was very strongminded, and
Zalmen Leib didn’t have the courage to stand up to her. Neither Zelda nor Zalmen Leib were careful about
what kind of friends their children had, or what type of books they read. As far as Zelda was concerned it
was okay for her daughters to go to the theater with friends. “It’s a different world out there,” Zelda would
say, “we can’t raise our children like twenty or thirty years ago.” Zalmen Leib was basically apathetic to
the situation at home. Every once in a while, he was infuriated to the point where he would make his
statement, but he would never persist. He wouldn’t take out any time from his work for his children. He
attributed his indifference at home to maintaining n'a ni7?Y, but he had yet to learn what true n'a ni7?y
is. Indeed, his rebbetzin was involved in wonderful njpT¥ and TON projects, so he was able to ignore the
pressing issues and focus on her D1iv 0'wYN. He would pay a steep price for his apathy. It seemed that
the V1 1! was allowing all those good deeds as long as the children were in his net.

The situation went from bad to worse, to the point that even Zelda felt that they had sunk too far. One
daughter announced that she was going off to America with a certain group. Within a matter of days, she
was gone. Another one came home and announced that she was going to get married. Zalman Leib was
far from impressed with the prospective son-in-law. The third daughter wasn’t doing too much better,
she was rarely home. By now even Zelda had crossed sides. She too began to argue with her daughters
day in and day out that their niawn of the “new times” had gone too far. Although in Zalmen Leib’s mind
Zelda was at least partially responsible for letting their daughters go too far, Zelda had a different opinion.
“You’re to blame,” she said to Zalman Leib, “you spent so many hours in that store! How much time did
you have for your children! That’s why this is happening to us! Our neighbors have such beautiful children
and they’re doing such lovely D217'ei! But look at us, our family is falling to pieces!”

The next erev ni¥n WK1 when Zalman Leib and his rebbetzin appeared before the Rav to receive their
n212 for the new year, the Rav could only cry. “Your family used to be so wholesome. If only you had
remained poor, we all would have had so much nnJ. | warned you, Reb Zalman Leib, that this may happen.
| had n11nN1 on your bleeding hearts, and | left no stone unturned to try to help you, and now look what
has happened.” The Rav cried and cried.

“In any event listen to me now,” the Rav continued, “I have something shocking to say to the two of you,
and | want you both to listen carefully. When you came to me years ago with your little children crying
that you had nothing to eat in your house, | was 72ann for you with ¥ja1 n1'on. Now, | will not be 77ann
for you any longer. As a matter of a fact, my feeling is to do just the opposite. This nnxn has led to
disaster. Rebbetzin, you have been warned. | even sent personal warnings to you that the manner in which
you are raising your daughters is going to lead to disaster. Reb Zalmen Leib, you were too involved with
your business. More important than that, you were scared to challenge things at home. Under the pretext
of n'a ni?w you allowed a n'an 27N to take place.

2|]A Life of Truth



“9"10 say that the n1aw dwells in a house where there is n'a DiYYW. You, Zalmen Leib, because of n'a ni7y
considerations, gave in to total disregard for niu'1¥ and chased the n)'a¥ away. If the days will come back
when you had to worry about how you’re going to feed your family, maybe that’s the only way we can
guarantee a true Yiddish house.”

Zalmen Leib and Zelda promised to do n21¥n. “Rebbe you will see, our house will be completely different
now. It will be the same house as before the money came. We will raise our two daughters who are still
at home, and our only son, Velveleh, properly!” The Rav saw that they were sincere. He encouraged them
to prove themselves, “You, Zalmen Leib must be ¥j91 10in yourself to be 7110 your children in the 777 of
Torah. As for your son Velveleh, he has a very holy nnvj), it cannot go to waste.”

They understood very well what the Rav meant when he said that their son Velveleh had a special nnw.
Everyone loved their little Velveleh, he simply had so much |n. He was also very smart and would skip
class after class. By nl¥n 12 he was already in the n%iT) n1'w'. By age seventeen, Velveleh had already
received N2'NO from the greatest 0'121. He was making Zalmen Leib and Zelda very proud; in a way it even
began to heal some of the negative effects from the disaster of their three oldest daughters.

To be continued...

It took a lot of courage and ninvn to be an effective Rav in those times. Looking back, we see that
throughout our history, the core of ehrlicha Yidden always remained, while the so called “progressive”
ones came and went. The Yidden who stayed strong remain our heroes. We can take j1'n from this story
to keep on shteiging throughout each of life’s situations.
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Weekly Hi|chos Shabbos
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What is permissible to tell a sick person when visiting him?

One should not wish a sick person “Refuah Shleima” as one does during the week;
one should rather say “Ra% nap RN ,ptHn R0 naw” - “It is Shabbos and we
cannot call out [in prayer], but may healing come speedily.”

Similarly, when meeting an aveil on Shabbos, one should preferably say

“ami7n X naw” (“It is Shabbos and we cannot console”).

Additional notes pertaining to the topic of a choleh:

e One may not re-arrange Tehillim Mechulak into its correct order after use
due to the prohibition of sorting (Borer).

e [tis not permissible to wear a hospital bracelet or an ID card outside an
eruv; since these items are not ornaments, wearing them is considered
carrying.

e [tis not permissible to close a button that is permanent and cannot reopen,
as is commonly found on a hospital bracelet.

B

Is it permissible to select a matzoh that is whole (shaleim) from a mixure of
whole and broken ones?

It is permissible to select whole matzoh from a mixture of whole and broken ones
since it is considered one min (type) and not a mixture of two types.

What is the proper method of separating liquids from solids?

Large-sized solids immersed in liquid (such as pickles in water) are not considered
a mixture and may be separated. However, small-sized items (such as noodles in
soup, corn tidbits in a can with liquid, or liquid in cholent) are considered a
mixture. Therefore, if the liquid is not desired as much as the solid, it may not be
removed. Rather, one may pour out part of the liquid, leaving the solids with some
remaining liquid. Alternatively, one may pour out liquid together with some of the
solid pieces.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93 on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

With DNI9 coming out on Friday, when is the time | should eat my D19 NTIVO in order that we can enjoy
our NAW NTIVO as well?

QUESTION 2

Last time D19 came out on Friday, one of my boys was so drunk, that he slept straight through the nTIVD
on Friday Night! What should such a person do when he wakes up Na¥ morning?

QUESTION 3

Our DMID NTIVO is still “k'nocking” and it's almost NaW- the sun is about to set. What's our next move?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| just finished Davening NNIn on NAW 1Y, and | can use a drink of water. Can | take one even though it's
already ny'pw?

Answer: Once one is NYW 71PN or the sun sets, the ("T-X"V1) 1Y [N7W doesn’t allow one to eat or drink
even water, until WITP is made.

continued....
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CHAYEING .21V NAWT NN

Weelily JIVNN N

TN 277V N'7N] YNNG

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS +OR THE ENTIRIEE FANIILY

IINTNFT Y7 INN "V 11 - 27V 17N AT 1A

continued....

QUESTION 2

We finished NITIVO W7W and we're going to 2yn soon. Can | take a drink of water even though it's well
after ny'pw?

Answer: The ('R-0"X1) 1Y |N7W writes that once one finishes NITIVDO W7W on NaW and it is already night,
one may not eat or drink until N7T72aN, except for water which one is allowed to drink. The ('R) Jnbwn Ny
makes mention of a 2NN that some don't even drink water.

QUESTION 3

For health reasons | have to eat something early every morning with my medicine. Do | have to make
WITP on NQW morning when | eat even though | haven't Davened?

Answer: The (N2IN N"T 'N-0"97) ND7N 1IN writes that if someone must eat before davening, he should make
wITP first. The (N"2-"2) NWN NNAX questions this PO since the arn of WIT first starts at the NTIVO |1, but he
concludes that one should follow the nN27n X2, However, he also writes (1"D-2) that this is only true if
someone is eating bread or similarly baked products (cake, pretzels, crackers etc.), but if someone is eating
other foods, then one should not make WITP when eating before davening.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM




L ‘ m pm PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

WHILE ON A BREAK DURING A MAJOR CONVENTION AT FIRST THE TZIBBUR OF GEONIM SAT QUIETLY,
OF MANY GEDOLEI TORAH IN ST. PETERSBERE, THE GRASPING THE PERPLEXITY OF THE KASHA, AND
RABBONIM WERE TALKING IN LEARNING. THEN ALL AT ONCE EVERYONE BESAN OFFERING
SUGGESTIONS AND POSSIBLE ANSWERS THAT
WERE KNOCKED DOWN ONE AFTER ANOTHER.

PABBOSAI, MY
SON, CHAIM, ASKED TOSFOS THE PAN IN
ME AN INTERESTING IN YEVOMOS NEDORIM HAS A

QUESTION... DAF... SEVORAH...

BUT THEN HOW HOWEVER,
wOuLD YOu THAT IS NOT
EXPLAIN.... APPLICABLE
HERE...

\t

THE BEIS HALEVI PRESENTED THE TZIBBLIR WITH AN
ABSOLUTELY ASTONISHING KASHA,

THE BEIS HALEVI WAS SURPRISED THAT R’ YITZCHAK BLAZER AFTER THE CONVENTION THE BEIS HALEVI WENT
WAS SITTING ON THE SIDE QUIETLY WITHOUT JOINING THE HOME A 8IT DISTURBED.
- PILPLL. HE RAISED HIS HAND TO SILENCE THE CROWD. ==

DID YOU NOTICE YES. T

RABBOSAI, I THAT DURING THE WONDER WHY.

CAME LP WITH ONE _ .
- ENTIRE DEGATE, R 17’5 WELL KNOWN
ANSWER, AND MY SON
T B B Vit YITZCHAK BLAZER THAT HIS 8RILLIANCE
DION'T COMMENT? A\ |5 EQUAL TO HIS
ANOTHER. .. et

THE 8EIS HALEVI PUT FORTH AN AMAZING PSHAT, AND
THEN TOOK IT IN ANOTHER DIRECTION TO EXPLAIN
WHAT HIS SON CHAIM HAD ANSWERED, EVERYONE WAS
ASTOUNDED AT BOTH ANSWERS.

THE 8EIS HALEVI READ OVER THE INDEX OF
TOPICS AND WAS SHOCKED 8Y WHAT HE SAW...

CHAIM! R’ YITZCHAK
CHAIM, CAN YOU BLAZER ASKED OUR KASHA IN HIS
PLEASE GET ME THE \ SEFER! THEN HE GAVE BOTH MY ANSWER
YES, THAT'S AND YOURS! MY SON, HIS TZIOKUS ANO

PRI YITZCHAK? '
T H?r GCEFEG TLPLATEE A\ HUMILITY IS EVEN GREATER THAN HIS
_ YITZCHAK BLAZ o 8RILLIANCE!

WROTE.

INDEED, I'D
LIKE TO REVIEW
HIS WORK.,

DINT INDA PRYY 1, ALSO KNOWN AS 1)193702 NZ¥N 1, WAS BORN IN THE SMALL TOWN OF SHNIPISSOK, A Suguee
OF VILNA, LITHUANIA TO 1)9¢ ™, A RENOWNED DN TN AND P78, WHEN HE WAS 14 YEARS OLO HIS FATHER
PRINTED A ¥IN9 THAT NPNN 7 HAD WRITTEN ON NRP N2 mm AT THE AGE OF 15, HE MARRIED, SETTLED IN KOVNO,
AND BECAME A PN THYM OF 578t 100 "N."lU‘ M, NY¥IN ) TRANSCRIBED MANY OF HIS ¥27'S LETTERS. IN 1863,
HE WAS APPOINTED 17 OF ST. PETERSBLIRE, FOR 16 YEARS N2N " FOUGHT VALIANTLY AGAINST THE DY22Wn AND
WROTE THE PNYY 9. FROM 1880 TO APPROXIMATELY 18491, HE SERVED AS THE HEAD OF THE KOVNO KOLLEL IN
KALUNAS, I.I'I'HLIANH\ WHICH WAS FOLINDED 8Y D)0 DN 1. HE THEN RETLIRNED TO KOVNO TO GIVE D)WY AND
SPREAD THE 1DW3 TEACHINGS OF HIS BELOVED 137, TOSETHER WITH Yrst 121110 911 qO1 M (THE PITINanm N,
N23N 1 TRAVELLED TO NPT1a20 N2OY AND D92 TO TEACH THE 19100 717, WITH THE NP0 OF MY 5o nnRY 1
DISY CTHE DYR'R 0N, HE SERVED AS %M1 »MN OF Db n:wr IN 1904, NN M EMIERATED TO 'JN'IU‘ NN
AND ALUTHORED YN VIR AND 1IN 32913,

5597-5667 1837-1907 aN DM W™

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required nanaYy. Please do not read this publication during amna niap e o yrwnnmn.



CHAYEINY

Weelily

Shabbos Inspiration

TORAS REB RKALMAN

297X S1IDI0

Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'’tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Attitude of Gratitude
Part I

Hillel was a Sephardic Jew who lived in Tunisia,
home to a tremendous Jewish community at that
time. One day, he was walking in the street when
he saw a short, thin Arab child crying bitterly. The
boy appeared no older than twelve years old, with
dark hair and sorrowful eyes, and despite the fact
that he wasn’t a Jewish child, Hillel’s compassion
was aroused.

“What’s the matter?” he asked the boy kindly. “Is
everything okay?”

The boy’s entire body was shaking along with his
sobs, and he had trouble getting the words of out
his throat. Eventually, however, he managed to
tell Hillel that his parents had been killed just a
few days previously. He was all alone in the

world, with no one to look after him and nowhere
to go. He was hungry and lonely and terribly
afraid.

Hillel felt his heart go out to the pitiful boy.
“What is your name, child?”” he asked gently.

“Achmed,” the boy responded, hiccupping.
“Please, sir, you look like a kind man. I know that
the Jewish people are so generous. Would you
please do me a favor and give me something to
eat?”

“Of course,” Hillel agreed, and he led the boy to
his house. Soon, Achmed was sitting at the table
alongside Hillel’s children, eating a warm and
filling lunch.

One meal led to two, and soon Achmed became a
permanent fixture in Hillel’s home. He moved in
and adapted naturally to their busy family
lifestyle. From the outset, it was clear that
Achmed was different — he was a Muslim, he
wasn’t Jewish — but he was accepted easily by
Hillel’s children and was part and parcel of the
family. He reciprocated by making himself useful
and acting as the family’s Shabbos goy.

Life at Hillel’s home was good for Achmed,
where he was treated with kindness and respect.
Hillel sent him to school, an Arab school, so that
he could learn to read and write just like his
Jewish ‘siblings’. This was an opportunity that
many poor Arab children never had, and Achmed
was incredibly grateful for it. He was blessed with
a sharp mind, and he excelled in his studies.

The years passed quickly, and soon Achmed was
all grown up. At eighteen years old, he was no
longer the timid orphan he’d been when Hillel
found him, and he was itching to finally establish
a life of his own.



“I owe you a tremendous thank you for the many
years that you’ve cared for me,” he told Hillel and
his wife one evening. “However, it was always
clear that one day our paths would separate.
You’re Jewish and I’m not, and now that I’'m old
enough to manage on my own, there’s no reason
for me to continue living in an environment so
foreign from my own native culture. I’m ready to
move on.”

Hillel and his wife immediately understood.
While they had come to regard Achmed fondly,
they knew that he was right. They had given
Achmed a home when he had none, but now that
he was capable of fending for himself, it was time
for them to part.

“I received a scholarship to the university,”
Achmed confided in them as he stood by the door
with his luggage a few days later. “I will be
heading directly there to continue my studies. I
have no words to thank you for providing me with
food and shelter for the past six years, and for
sending me to school. It’s thanks to you that I can
now further my education even more.”

Hillel and his family waved as Achmed loaded up
his wagon and rode out of their lives.

Achmed was very successful in university, where
he was well liked by teachers and students alike.
After graduation, he snagged a great job and was
promoted rapidly. After a few years, he was
appointed mayor of the city or Kairouan.

Kairouan had once been home to a thriving
Jewish community. Famous tzaddikim, such as
Rabbeinu Chananel and Reb Nissin Gaon lived
and were buried there. However, eventually the
Jews were driven from Kairouan by anti-Semites,
and by the time Achmed became mayor of the
city, it had only Muslim inhabitants.

Many years passed. As Achmed continued to
reside and mingle within his own people,
Achmed’s native hatred of Jews began to come
back to him. His parents, when they’d been alive,
had drilled into him that all Jews were to be
despised, but during his time in Hillel’s home,
he’d learned to respect and even love the Jewish
people.

Now, however, the years he’d spent as part of
Hillel’s household were but a distant dream, and
with sinas Yisroel so widespread around him, his
inborn loathing of Jews was reignited. He became
an outspoken anti-Semite who spewed hatred of
Jews at every possible occasion. In the city he
ruled, however, there were no Jews, so there
wasn’t much practical action he could take
against the nation he detested so badly.

One day, sitting in his office and going about his
usual business, he suddenly recalled Hillel, the
kind Jew who had given him a home for six years.
Instead of the feelings of gratitude and warmth
that he might have expected to feel for the man
who had taken in him in during his most desperate
moments, Achmed only felt boiling rage.

“For six years, I lived in a Jewish house and ate
Jewish food,” he said aloud through clenched
teeth. “For six years, I was like a slave to a Jewish
family, lighting their fires on their Sabbath. This
is an unforgivable sin! A Jew took a pure Muslim
child and raised him in his filthy household! What
a disgrace!”

From that moment on, all his thoughts were
focused around one topic exclusively: revenge.
He wanted to take revenge on Hillel, the dirty Jew
who had dared to care for a holy Muslim orphan.
It took a few days for him to concoct a plan, but
soon, he hit upon the perfect idea.



He took out a paper and ink and began to pen a
missive to his long-ago benefactor.

Dear Hillel,

Greetings! It’s Achmed, writing
from the city of Kairouan. I hope
you and your family are well. We
haven’t been in touch for many
years, and I wanted to bring you up
to date on the events in my life. You
will probably not believe it, but the
lonely orphan you took in many
years ago is now the mayor of the
city of Kairouan! Iknow you always
hoped for the best for me, and I
succeeded in surpassing your
wildest dreams. [ am a very wealthy
man today, with a large estate and a
huge staff of servants.

Of course, all of this is only thanks
to your wonderful hospitality. You
were the one who paid for my early
schooling and made sure I got top
marks. It was only due to this that I
received a scholarship to a top
university and got a great job,
eventually becoming the mayor of
Kairouan. Everything I am today
and everything I have is all in your
merit.

I would very much appreciate if you
could come visit me here, to see the
fruits of your labor with your own
eyes. I would love to host you and
provide you with a gift to thank you
for everything you’ve done for me.
Please be aware, however, that Jews
are forbidden to enter the city, and
those who don’t obey are executed.

Therefore, come dressed as a
Muslim so that you are not
recognized.

Please write back and let me know
when to expect you so that I can
come greet you.

Fondly,

Achmed

Achmed reread the letter and tucked it into an
envelope with a satisfied air. Calling in one of his
aides, he instructed him to bring the envelope to
Hillel’s home in a nearby city. Then he sat back
in his seat, an evil smile playing on his lips.

Hillel received the letter a few days later and
could not decide what to do. On one hand, he was
happy to hear from the man who had once been
his houseguest, and he wanted to see Achmed’s
successes with his own eyes. At the same time,
the danger of entering Kairouan was real. How
could he possibly walk into the lion’s den on his
own free will?

Then he remembered the great tzaddikim who
were buried in Kairouan’s cemetery. For decades,
no Jew had merited to pray at their gravesites.
Now, he was being given the golden opportunity
to visit the resting place of Reb Nissim Gaon, Reb
Chushiel Gaon, Rabbeinu Chananel and many
others. How could he forgo the chance to daven
at such a holy cemetery?

This final thought clinched his decision, and he
hastily penned a letter to return to Achmed with
the messenger.



Dear Achmed,

It was so nice to hear from you after
so many years! I was glad to learn
that you were so successful! Thank
you for your kind invitation. I would
very much like to come see you.
Additionally, I’d appreciate if you
could take me to the Jewish cemetery
when I come. I’m sure that as mayor,
you have access to the key to the
cemetery.

I plan to leave in a month, and I
should be there on the third Monday
of the month.

Sincerely,
Hillel

Two weeks later, the messenger was back with
another letter from Achmed. Hillel opened the
envelope and scanned its contents.

Dear Hillel,

It was with much joy that I read your
letter. I can’t wait to welcome you to
Kairouan. I’ll be waiting for you in
the marketplace when you arrive.
Don’t forget to disguise yourself as a
Muslim, and don’t tell anyone that
you are Jewish.

I will be glad to take you to the
Jewish cemetery, and afterward we’ll
go to my home, where we’ll be able
to spend time together catching up. I
will make sure to have fruits and
vegetables, since I know you won’t
eat in my home.

Looking forward to greeting you!
Achmed

Hillel left his city as planned, taking along a set
of Muslim garments. Somewhere along the
journey, he changed his attire so that he was
completely unrecognizable as a Jew. When his
wagon rolled through the checkpoint at the
entrance of the city of Kairouan, the guards
waved him in without incident, never dreaming
that he wasn’t a full-fledged Muslim.

Hillel made his way to the marketplace, feeling a
little nervous. He trusted Achmed, but being
disguised in a city so hostile to Jews made him
feel uneasy. Trying to still his frantically beating
heart, he looked around carefully for Achmed.
Would he even recognize the man after so many
years?

And then he saw him. There was Achmed, a little
rounder, his hair a little thinner, but still with the
same dark eyes he knew so well. Hillel began
walking quickly toward his former guest.
“Achmed!”

Achmed’s face lit up into a brilliant smile when
he saw Hillel, and he hugged him warmly. “How
are you, my friend?” he asked, studying the lines
that had etched themselves on Hillel’s face with
the passage of time. “It’s so good to see you!
Come with me, and we’ll go straight to the
cemetery.”

Hillel joined Achmed on his comfortable
carriage, and the horses began galloping in the
direction of the cemetery. The Jewish cemetery
was located on the outskirts of the city, far from
the inhabited areas, and it took some time for
them to get there. On the way, they made small
talk, catching up a little on the events of the
previous years.



“This is it,” Achmed said at last, pointing at a
tremendous wall looming in front of them. “The
cemetery lies beyond this gate. It’s locked for
security purposes, but I have the key, so we’ll be
able to get inside.”

Hillel stepped down from the carriage, his knees
trembling in anticipation as Achmed unlocked the
tall stone fence. The gate swung open, and the
cemetery lay open before him. He walked inside,
his eyes drinking in the gravestones. Here was
where so many geonim and tzaddikim were
buried! He could hardly believe that he wasn’t
dreaming. He began walking through the
cemetery, scanning the inscriptions on the grave
markers for the kivrei tzaddikim.

Achmed tagged along beside him, apparently
curious. He wore a strange expression on his face
that Hillel couldn’t exactly interpret. Suddenly,
the Muslim stopped walking. “Cursed Jew!” he
snarled, spitting at Hillel’s face.

To be continued...

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape # TG124
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Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"!
are now available by phone.
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BE”’H, the all-new Toras Reb Kalman
comprehensive ELA series will be available
for the coming school year!

Our comprehensive ELA series is about
DEPTH/SUBSTANCE.
Schools credit our current ELA book for
students staying in their seats!
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FROM THE PARSHAH

EARLS OF WISDOM Beis Hamikdash

is a Ladder

(1,715 Mnw) WIpn °% Wy

They shall make a Sanctuary for Me. (Shemos 25:8)

Beis Hamikdash was a bridge, a ladder, that
connected between heaven and earth, between the
upper world of kedushah and our mundane world. It

was a most wondrous place.

On the one hand, a person who entered Beis
Hamikdash might think he is in a totally mundane
place. If we would film what took place there, what
would we see? Kohanim going to and fro up to their
ankles in blood. We would see them running from
place to place with knives and bowls in order to
slaughter animals and collect their blood, and then
they burn the fat on the Mizbeach. After that, they
go and eat large amounts of meat in a sitting. And so
forth. (I often think of this on Pesach night, when we
are all sitting around the Seder table and hurriedly
swallowing the requisite amounts of 7atzah, which
can be large. If a non-Jew would look in the window
at that moment, what would he see? It would surely
look like a very mundane affair to him.)

On the other hand, in Beis Hamikdash there were

occurrences that any observer would know that this
place does not belong to this world.

Ten miracles took place on a regular basis. And
in the Kodesh Kodoshim was the Aron Kodesh, which
took up no physical space at all.' The width of the
Aron was two-and-a-half amos, and the Kodesh
Kodoshim had a total width of twenty amos. If
someone would go in there with a tape measure, he
would find that on one side of the Aron there was
ten amos of free space, and also on the other side was
ten amos of free space. Where did the two-and-a-
half amos of the Aron’s width go? The answer is that
the Aron simply took up no space. Beis Hamikdash
was literally not a place of this world.

It was like a ladder. One end entered the world
of kedushah, the world above, and the other end

entered the mundane world that we live in.

If Beis Hamikdash would have been a totally

1 Megilah 10b.



heavenly place, with nothing but miracles and angels,

it would not have had any connection to our world.
Ordinary people like us would not have been able to
go there and benefit from it.

This is why someone who went to Beis Hamikdash
would at first see just Kobanim, Leviim and Yisraelim
doing ostensibly mundane things. But the further
in he went, he would be climbing up the ladder of
kedushab, until he reached the point where Beis
Hamikdash touched the world of kedushah above.
This was in the Kodesh Kodoshim.

When the Kohen Gadol would enter the Kodesh
Kodoshim on Yom Kippur, no person was allowed to
be in the Sanctuary, as it says in Vayikra 16:17. On
this, Chazal comment:

Said R. Abahu: But wasn’t the Kobhen
Gadol himself a person? Rather, it is as R.
Pinchas said: When the spirit of holiness

(J)

3C 8

rested on him, his face burned like torches,
as it says ’3 M NYT 1YY 171D NIV )
N1 n-ivay o xon - “The lips of the
kohen guard knowledge... because he is an

angel of Hashem Tzavaos®.”

This means that on Yom Kippur, when the Kober
Gadol entered the Kodesh Kodoshim to atone for the
Jewish people, it was forbidden for any human being
to be there, including the Kohen Gadol himself,
if he would have been a human being. But he was
transformed at that time into an angel!

Beis Hamikdash was a ladder standing on the
ground and reaching up to heaven. It touched the
mundane world on one end, and the infinite world

of kedushab on the other end. o

2 Malachi 2:7.
3 Vayikra Rabbah 21:12.

Living Face to Face

(3,719 MINW) PTIXR YN UK DIPISY 131 DA P
The Keruvim shall be facing one another. (Shemos 25:20)

When the Jewish people went up [to
Yerushalayim] for the pilgrimage festivals, the
Kobanim would draw the Paroches aside for
them, and show them the Keruvim, who were
intertwined. And the Kobanim would say to
them, “See how much Hashem loves you!™

This means that the Jewish people would see the

1 Yoma 54a.

keruvim turned toward one another, standing face to

facc.

This signifies the proper way to relate to Hashem:
face to face. We should find all we need and want in
life within our relationship with Hashem, within the
radiance of His countenance, which is the source of
every blessing. NN WPOHX 71 15 NN1 P19 N2 D
DY DM 1992 ApT¥Y Ton naaxy o»n - “For
with the radiance of Your countenance, You have
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granted us... a living Torah and gracious love, and

charity and blessing, and life and peace.”> We should
be very careful not to look aside at the world around
us. If we look aside even just a little bit, it damages
the face-to-face state of “See how much Hashem
loves you.”

Even at the time of the Churban itself,
the Keruvim were positioned face to face,
and that is how the invaders found them

when they entered the Sanctuary.’

The question is: Why were the Keruvim face to
face at that time? They only stood that way when the
Jewish people were doing Hashem's will, which was
not the case at the time of the Churban.

One answer is that by the time of destruction
arrived, the miracle of the turning of the Keruvim
had already ceased, and they were permanently fixed
in the position of when they were first formed. But
there is a difficulty with this answer, because when
Shlomo made the Keruvim, they were not directly

facing one another; they were turned partially to the
side.*

I heard a different answer: The Keruvim were face

2 Amidah prayer for Shacharis.
3 Ibid., 54b.
4 Bava Basra 99a.

gQAJ{SHA TopIC

to face at the time of the Churban to signify Hashem's
“departing kiss” to the Jewish people before they
went into galus. This is how people take leave of one
another.

Iwould explainitinyetadifferent way: Itsignified
Hashem’s “last words” to the Jewish people before
they went into galus. While they were still living in
Evretz Yisrael, it was possible to live even in a state
of “turned partially to the side” from Hashem. But
now that they are going into exile among the nations
of the world, the mouth of Gebinom would be open
underneath them, threatening to suck them in. They
needed to know that the only way to survive in galus
is by living all the time with Hashem in a position of
face to face.

Living face to face with Hashem entails that
our private homes should be like Beis Hamikdash.
Whatever a sane person would not bring into the
beis midyash, should not be brought into the home
cither. And even when we go on a trip, we should
take the beis midyash with us, so to speak.

WO> 15 M WK — As they encamp, so
shall they travel.

Even when we travel, Hashem goes along with us,
in the sacred place called the “Jewish home.” ®

5 Bemidbar 2:17.

The Mishkan
and You
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You shall make Me a sanctuary, and I will dwell within them. (Shemos 25:8)

Sefer Nefesh Hachayim describes the Mishkan as

follows:

The Mishkan the Mikdash
contained within them all the forces

and all the worlds and all the orders of

and

kedushah. All its rooms, storage places,
attics and chambers, and all the holy
objects in it, were all in the image of that
which is above. They had the image and
likeness and form of the holy worlds and



the orders of the Merkavah. They were
established by David and Shmuel the
Prophet. All the construction was done

according to Ruach Hakodesh.'

Chazal say also that the location chosen for
Beis Hamikdash, which is called “the beauty of the

world,” has a source in the Torah.?

Sefer Nefesh Hachayim goes on to say:

they connect to one another, and to all
his faculties. The Zohar also breaks down
the whole form of the Mishkan and the

objects in it, explaining how they are all

alluded to in the human being, with one-
to-one correspondence according to their

order.®

So explains R. Chaim Volozhiner in Sefer Nefesh

Chazal say in Midrash Tanchuma, in
the beginning of Parshas Pekudei, that the
Mishkan corresponds to the creation of the
world. The Midrash enumerates the whole
list of things that were in Creation and

were also in the Mishkan.

This is why the Torah said about
Betzalel [who constructed the Mishkan]:
12N O0ONa DOPYR MO NN XYNRN)
ny121 — “I filled him with the spirit of
G-d, with wisdom, and understanding
and knowledge.”® Because the worlds were
created with these three things, as it says,
XX 7O 7nana i1 — “Hashem established
the earth by wisdom.” This is why Chazal
said,” “Betzalel knew how to combine the
letters by which heaven and earth were

created.”

A Jew, a member of the holy people,
who also contains within him all the
orders of Creation and the orders of the
Merkavah, the entire world — he therefore
hasalso the image and form of the Mishkan
and the Mikdash and all the objects in it.
There is correspondence to the order of

the various segments of his body and how

Hachayim. Now we will explore the significance of
this.

Hashem’s Preferred Dwelling Place

Hashem created a world. Heavens and earth,
trees and rocks, and millions of other details. The
world as a whole has a certain shape and plan. It was
planned out according to the purpose for which it

was created.
What is the purpose of the world?
Chazal say:

When Hakadosh Baruch Hu created the
world, He desired to have a dwelling place
in the lower realms, just as He has in the

upper realms.”

Hashem desired to make for Himself a house,
a place for the Shechinah to rest. To this purpose,
He built for Himself two places to live in, so to
speak. One is the heavens above. But this “house”
is of secondary importance to Him. The place
where Hakadosh Baruch Hu prefers to dwell, to
place His Presence, is the lower realms, our lowly
world. This was Hashem’s primary goal in creating
the world.

Further on we will explain why Hakadosh Baruch
Huy prefers to dwell below. But for now, it sufhices to
know that this is His Will, and that He created the

world with this aim in mind. The entire world, with

1 Nefesh Hachayim 1:4.
2 Zevachim 54b.

3 Shemos 31:3.

4 Mishlei 3:19.

5 Berachos 55a.

all its qualities and details, was deliberately planned

6 Nefesh Hachaim ibid.
7 Midrash Tanchuma, Naso 24.
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so it will be a suitable place for the Shechinah’s

presence.

The upper realm, even though it is not Hashem’s
preferred place to dwell, is nevertheless fitting for
His dwelling. It, too, is suitable to serve as Hashem'’s
“house.” So we must say that the upper worlds are
built according to the same basic blueprint as the

lower realm.

Our human eyes have a hard time seeing the
similarity between the upper realm and the lower
realm. Heaven seems to us so different from earth.
But Chazal tell us a number of points of similarity

between them.

The matter may be compared to a tractor and a
car. They are both motor vehicles. Nevertheless, a
superficial look at a passenger car and a tractor will
not find much in common between them. Their

shape is very different.

But the truth is they are basically the same thing,
The key components are the same in both. They
both have wheels, they both have a motor, they both
have a gas pedal and brakes, they both have seats for

passengers.

There are some specific features that differ
between them. A car has small wheels because
it drives only on roads, whereas a tractor has big,
wide wheels because sometimes it goes over dirt
paths and through muddy puddles. But the basic
blueprint of both types of vehicles is the same,
because they have the same purpose, which is to

move and drive.

Now let’s apply this to Heaven and earth.
Although we perceive a tremendous difference
and distance between the upper realm and the

lower one, nevertheless they both serve the same

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

goal. And that purpose is to provide a place for the
Shechinab to dwell. So on a deeper level, both the
upper worlds and the lower worlds have the same

characteristics.

This applies to the Mishkan too. It has exactly the
same goal. It is a place for the Shechinab to dwell, as
it says, “You shall make Me a sanctuary, and I will
dwell within them.” So the same basic blueprint that
the upper worlds follow is that which the Mishkan

follows.

And is true also of the form of the Jewish person.
Why, basically, did Hashem create human beings?
So that He may bring His Shechinah to rest within

them, as it says:

i i Y2 't 9201 - They are the
sanctuary of Hashem, the sanctuary of

Hashem 8

This is also why it says "R WIpn % 1w
D7in2 — “You shall make Me a sanctuary, and I will
dwell within them.” The Shechinab is meant to dwell
within the Jewish people themselves.

So we have six things that are basically identical
in their essential form. They are the human being,
the Mishkan, Beis Hamikdash, the upper worlds,
the lower worlds, and also the Torah. (Sefer Nefesh
Hachayim explained at length in another place how
the Torah, too, has this characteristic.) All these six

things have the same basic nature.

They look to us as if they have different forms, but
these external differences are not important. Their
true form is their fundamental nature, which, as we

explained, is the same for them all. ®

8 Yirmeyahu 7:4.
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