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Nnaw nTivyoy nn MaT
N7a%N MINN NYIa
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Celebrating the Torah
(-9 NAY) VINMVNR "M m'J:lP T RNPNMRY 129 YTIN IRIN

The Gemara (Shabbos 88a) tells us that by Maamid Har Sinai, Klal Yisrael accepted the Torah by force, n'an1 10 on'v nao.
It wasn’t until the generation of Mordechai and Esther that Klal Yisrael were re-mekabel the Torah b’ratzon, willingly.

The K’sav Sofer, (Parshas Mishpatim 24:11) explains that this is the reason why we are marbeh mishteh v’simchah on
Purim. Being mekabel the Torah is reason to celebrate, but by Maamid Har Sinai, when Klal Yisrael was forced, they couldn’t
celebrate. The pasuk says INW' 172K D'P2RN DR ITN 1T N7 K7 281 122 218N 98I The Ksav Sofer says this is referring to
those who were indeed happy with kabalas haTorah and they didn’t need “shalach yado” they didn’t need the threat of
NN 1N 0NV n92. These individuals were indeed able to celebrate imw 17811 0'p2n 1IN, However, for the rest of Klal
Yisrael, who were indeed forced, there was no celebration until many generations later.

Following the neis of Purim, Klal Yisrael reaccepted the Torah with a completely willing heart, and now, generations later,
they were finally able to celebrate n1Inn N%1pp. Each year, we are marbeh mishtah v’simchah to celebrate anew our ITh
[1X712 D173,

The K’sav Sofer adds that this is the purpose of Mishloach Manos as well. When a person celebrates, such as when making
a wedding, he wants others to share in his happiness as well, and therefore he invites guests to partake. On Purim we want
to demonstrate our true happiness for kabalas haTorah and therefore, not only do we eat and drink ourselves, we make
sure to send Mishloach Manos to include others in our simchah as well.

The Rema writes that a person should learn Torah before the Seudas Purim. According to the K’'sav Sofer, this is very
understandable. The entire seudah is a celebration of Kabalas HaTorah and what better way to prepare then by learning!
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Overcoming Haman
(17,2) D NOIID W NPYM MY DMYY 120 DIRANHY 129D 95

The Baal HaTurim writes that the niam qio0 of the words naw nnwy |an spells out “|nn". The Gemara in Megillah(13b) tells
us that the Machatzis Hashekel counteracted the q02 122 D'a9%8 Mwy that Haman gave to Achashveirosh. How do we
understand the connection between Haman’s gezeirah and the Machatzis Hashekel?

The Alshich explains that the mitzvah of Machatzis Hashekel is to give half of a coin, to represent that every individual in Klal
Yisroel is essentially part of a greater whole. The mitzvah of Machatzis Hashekel represents the achdus of Klal Yisroel, how
we are all united as one. Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky explains that Amaleik attacked the "N~ n*7wnan", the stragglers who
remained separate from Klal Yisroel. Amaleik only has the ability to attack us when we are separate, but when we unite they
have no power.

When Haman came to Achashveirosh with his diabolical plan n'Tin'n %2 nX Ta871 ANNn21 7MWY, he described Klal Yisroel as
an D'NYN |2 Tanitan TnX 0U. Haman wished to label Klal Yisroel as disunited, and therefore he would have the ability to
destroy them. But our shekalim, our mitzvah of machatzis hashekel which represents our achdus outweighed his coins.

Even when we are physically spread out, we still remain united and Amaleik has no power over us.

Shabbos For Generations

(T ,R) :0%%Y N2 DNITY NAYINIR NIYYY NAYHNR HRIVMIL 1INY)

A T =

A childless couple once came to the Chofetz Chaim for a brachah for children. The Chofetz Chaim instructed them to prepare
for Shabbos early. The pasuk says, Nnawn nx 78w 11 NNWI when you are shomer Shabbos, then you will merit Nx niwyy
071V N2 0NNIT? Nawn, you will merit children who will keep Shabbos as well. The pasuk is revealing that shemiras Shabbos
is a zechus for children.

There is another point that can be brought out from this pasuk. Rav Moshe Feinstein would say that although the older
generation in the early 1900s were moser nefesh for shemiras Shabbos in America, many of their children went off the derech
R”l. Why? Because when the father sat by the seudah he said with a krechtz, “Es iz shver tzu zein a Yid.” He was moser nefesh
not to be Naw %7nn but he didn’t give over an appreciation for Shabbos to his children. Therefore, his children were not
inspired to follow in his ways.

If a person wants DNNIT? NAWN NX NIWYY, he wants his children to follow in his ways and keep Shabbos as well, he has to be
Nawn NX 28w 12 NI, He has to keep Shabbos properly, not only by not transgressing it, but by showing his happiness
and pleasure in keeping Shabbos. It is through nawn nx 7281w 12 Nnwi, that he will merit DNNIT? Nawn NX NIWYY.
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Tefillos on Purim

There was a girl who was eager to get married, but as she got older and had not yet find her bashert, she began to despair
of ever finding a shidduch. Right before Purim, someone mentioned to her that it was considered to be a big segulah for a
shidduch to recite the entire sefer of Tehillim on the day of Purim. So, a few days later, on Purim, she recited the entire sefer
of Tehillim. She was disappointed, though, when the year passed uneventfully. The next year on Purim, she renewed her
hislahavus in reciting the entire Sefer Tehillim, all one hundred and fifty kapitlach. And once again, she did not find her
bashert that year. The third Purim came along, and she was determined to see it through. With a broken heart, she once
again said the entire Sefer Tehillim, and during that third year, she, Baruch Hashem, got engaged! Shortly after the
chasunah, Purim came around, and she was contemplating if she should recite the entire Tehillim again. Shyly she broached
the subject with her husband.

He answered, “Purim is a very meaningful day in my life. | was a “regular” bochur in Yeshiva, when suddenly, on Purim
three years ago, | was filled with a strong desire to learn behasmadah rabbah! Everyone in Yeshiva was amazed at my
sudden transformation. This powerful teshukah stayed with me until Pesach, when suddenly | felt myself losing this strong
desire to learn. | once again became a regular bochur. The next year on Purim, once again, | felt a sudden rejuvenation
and a resurgence to learn, behasmadah rabbah. This lasted two months — until Pesach Sheni, when it disappeared as it
had the previous year. On the third Purim | began to learn behasmadah rabbah and this time | didn’t stop. Even during
the time | was a chassan, | felt a powerful pull to learn which has not left me until today!”

The young wife was overwhelmed at this revelation. Even as she had not seen the results of her heartfelt tefillos, they
were actually accomplishing great things!

A Drunken Bochur Gets a Crack at the Ultimate Prize

One Purim an intoxicated bochur approached the Chofetz Chaim and told the Chofetz Chaim that he wants him to promise
that he can be with him in Gan Eden. Seeing this chutzpadik behavior towards the gadol hador, the Chofetz Chaim’s
attendants tried to throw him out, but he was persistent and wouldn’t go. In the middle of the scuffling the Chofetz Chaim
ordered them to leave him alone. The Chofetz Chaim then said that if he wants to be with him in Gan Eden, he should
promise to watch his mouth and not speak any Lashon Hara.

Not to sit and learn without stop twenty four hours a day day. Not to fast twice a week. Not any sort of dramatic behavior.
Merely watching one’s tongue was the ultimate challenge...and brings a tremendous sechar.

The Brisker Rav Mulls Over the Mishloach Manos

It was close to sunset on Purim, and someone entered the house of R’ Velvel of Brisk with shalach manos. The Rav ran out
of the house to see whether the sun had set yet. When the Rav came back into the house, someone asked him the reason
for his puzzling behavior.
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The Rav explained that he did not wish to accept presents under any circumstances due to the dictum, “Sonei matanos

yichye,” which is not a light matter. However, on Purim accepting presents stems from the din of shalach manos. Now that
Purim was almost over, he wanted to check whether the sun had set, which would cause the shalach manos to become a
mere present - which he was not willing to accept.

Saved From Stalin

In January of 1953, Joseph Stalin yemach shemo, the cruel leader of Russia, concocted the “Jewish Doctor’s Conspiracy.”
News began to be spread by the government that Jewish doctors had gotten together to misdiagnose and ultimately kill all
major political and military figures in an attempt to overthrow the Russian government. The amount of effort to convince
the Russian citizenry that the Jews were out to kill all of the Russians was mindboggling. And it seemed to work. Most
Russians believed it and were ready to go along with it.

The trial of the “killer doctors” was scheduled for March 6. The verdict was well known to all in advance; they would be
hanged in Moscow’s Red Square and then all Jews would be banished to Siberia with an elaborate plan for most of the Jews
to be killed in various forms of “accidents” before they even reached Siberia. All was set. There seemed to be way to stop
this evil plan was going through.

On Motzei Shabbos, March 1, which was Purim night, in a Siberian prison camp, the tzadik, Rav Yitzchok Zilber zt”I was
sitting with fifteen other Jews and telling over the story of the Megillah. Suddenly, one of the Jews, Issac Mironovich, jumped
up in a rage and screamed out, “What are these stories of Hashem saving the Jews 2500 years ago? What’s Hashem doing

'II

for us now? We are all to be killed! And nothing will stop Stalin. The man’s too strong
“Hashem can take down a man in a half an hour!” replied Rav Yitzchok.

And unbelievably, thirty three minutes after Rav Yitzchok said those words, Stalin suffered a massive stroke and on March
5, he was officially declared dead.

Just in the nick of time, the plan was cancelled and most Jewish prisoners were released from jail!

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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The Saraph of Brisk
Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”| (1818 - 1898)

Yahrtzeit nav "2

Continued from last week...

In order to combat the influence of Dr. Herzberg’s orphanage, which stalked orphans and homeless children to
draw them away from the Torah, Rav Yehoshua Leib founded the Diskin Orphanage. The children received
housing, clothing and food and above all... a pure Torah chinuch. Rav Yehoshua Leib laid the cornerstone in 1880.
When it grew too cramped, the Rav purchased a larger plot of land. Hundreds of children were rescued from the
nets of secular schools thanks to this refuge, producing young men who continued to devote their lives to Torah.
Yet he was careful never to derive personal benefits from the orphanage. During the time that he stayed in a
room on its premises, he paid full rent to the orphanage. Even after his passing, Rav Yehoshua Leib’s spirit
hovered over his orphanage. The trustees and directors continued to administer it according to his wishes and
would not allow any changes to be introduced. True to his mission, Rav Yehoshua Leib thus save hundreds of
children from deviating from the path of Torah.

Seeing that Rav Yehoshua Leib was determined and that he had full support of the devout, the secularists
withdrew for a long time. During the tranquil lull, a rumor was circulated that the ban had been relaxed. But Rav
Yehoshua Leib distributed an announcement that the ban was still in effect and reiterated the obligation to
protest against those who sought to make a breach within the Torah chinuch system in Yerushalayim. He called
a meeting of the city’s leaders at which it was decided that the kollelim would withdraw their support from
anyone who enrolled a child in the forbidden schools or assisted them in any way. Not a single person from the
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Our Gedolim

Ashkenazic community defied the ban. Only some years later, one man named Yehoshua enrolled his child into
one of the secularly-established schools. That Shabbos, two rabbinic delegates strode up to the bimah in the
Churvah Shul, announcing a ban on Yehoshua. Customers were warned against patronizing Yehoshua’s shop, and
his kollel stipend was discontinued — all upon orders from Rav Yehoshua Leib. Yehoshua was incensed. He went
abroad, traveling from city to city to protest the terrible injustice. But wherever he went, he was asked, “And
what does Rav Yehoshua Leib have to say about the matter?” He received no sympathy or support; quite the
contrary, he was shunned once the rabbanim abroad realized that Rav Yehoshua Leib had imposed the ban upon
him. He was forced to return shamefacedly to Yerushalayim.

The secularists even resorted to brutal force, physically attacking those who proclaimed the ban on Rav Yehoshua
Leib’s behalf. This tactic did not work either, for the stronger their attacks, the more forceful was Rav Yehoshua
Leib’s battle against them. Rav Yehoshua Leib’s ever vigilant eye did not overlook matters which the common folk
considered inconsequential. Once, a special allocation was distributed to members of Kollel Shomrei Hachomos.
Rav Yehoshua Leib ruled that one member, whose grandson was enrolled in a school that had been banned,
should not receive the allocation. Even though it was not the kollel member’s son, since the grandson was
partially supported by his grandfather, Rav Yehoshua Leib ruled thus. Rav Yehoshua Leib was asked to officiate at
the chasunah of Rav Ben Zion Yadler, the famous Yerushalayim maggid. Under the chuppah, as he was about to
read the kesubah, Rav Yehoshua Leib suddenly ripped up the kesubah and fled. He had glanced at the document
and saw in small print at the bottom that it had been printed by the Lunz Press, which was affiliated with the
maskilim. Fearing that the chosson was in some way connected with that circle, the Rav refused to officiate and
fled. Only when he was convinced that Rav Ben Zion did not even know the printer did Rav Yehoshua Leib agree
to return and proceed with the ceremony — but he insisted that a different kesubah be brought.

Torah chinuch was not the only area in which Rav Yehoshua Leib played a leading role. Together with Rav Shmuel
Salant, Rav Yehoshua Leib issued a declaration in 1888 that shemittah must be observed without any leniencies.
There were rabbonim abroad who thought to rule leniently on the matter... until they heard Rav Yehoshua Leib’s
declaration. The majority of the farmers in Eretz Yisroel heeded Rav Yehoshua Leib’s opinion and withstood the
difficult trial. Rav Elya Chaim Meisel of Lodz once responded sharply to those who wanted to rule leniently, “We
are forbidden to determine the halachah [of shemittah] for the farmers in the face of the Brisker Rav’s ruling, for
he is the leader of the entire Torah world — in Eretz Yisroel and abroad. All of us rabbis are like a garlic peel in
comparison. Who are we to oppose him?”

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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RYN ) NvWI9

1. Aside from the mmb, what else did 'n personally chisel?*

2. List three parts of davening found in this week’s nv99.
a) Which event in this week’s nwa is discussed in davening? *

3. What similarity is there between the cause of the Yyn xvn and the nTyo
of v1wnN? (Submitted by Y. Yarmush)
a) What almost exact phrase does nwn say in this week’s nw19 that
INON says to the VIMWNN?  (Submitted by a Chosheva bochur)
b) List an additional seven connections or similarities in this week’s
W9 to the © 19 story. (R Deutsch and the talmidim of Orchos Chaim)

4. Name three people in the 77 who covered their face.
a) Name someone in the nY"»n whose face was covered.

5. We are very valuable,
We came from something great,
We made our owner wealthy.
We are hinted to in this week’s nwna.
Who are we?

6. | contain ten,
| am from those that are called "vmp7,
Aside from my primary purposes -
| was used to foil another’s plans,
A remembrance for me is made.*
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

Need a Hint?

Y In mownaa nvae

2Inmw davening. Need another hint? In 7wy NNnNY.

* Two are in PWNA1 799. Another hint? Both were women
* v yona




6.

Answers

The mx in pp’s forehead. (See w, 7 mwxaa >7wA where he says "NsNa MwR MN Y PPN7)

1) 58wy ma vy 2)'nn 3) In nn we say ToN )INN .
- Although in 90 of B9 Yow we say 7193 D5 N NMIv1 DY DYV, that 1o is from
NI NWA.
In D29 there is another two:  5) 9P5 nwna  6) NMVP NWIo
a) In naw day navy mmv it mentions nwn coming down from »»o 9N with the second
nmmo.

They were both made because of a miscalculation. By the 9y the Yidden miscalculated
the days and vywnX miscalculated the years from the ya7n.
a) They both say 7oy Jn NNSN (X)) ON. (37,22 XwN D and N,N INON)
b) 1) The Ypwn nosnn
2) The ') says there is a 19 to »2791 in the words 77 9 (the DN is NOT XN).
3) The "y in .0 97 N1 brings on the words of Nt N Yy Ny NN that 9NON was saying
“were the 921y YN’ %1 on the NN that in which it says (10,25) D205 oN NV MN.”
4) YN Y55 served NHY NTIAY
5) There was a N>t to destroy all of Yxqw> 555
6) 1,79 > brings the P19 of »Naty NN *op Hp
7) nwn wore a mask

nwn after coming down from »© 9N and when he didn’t want to look at the Mo, Nnpan
before meeting pny> and 7N before meeting NTin>.
b) After vymMWNX says 7n>12 >0y NI9NN NN WI11D DX the 71D says
Man N "9 — which means “yn’s face was covered”.

We are very valuable, - We were precious stones

We came from something great, - the mMmb

We made our owner wealthy. - VN

We are hinted to in this week’s nw9.

Who are we? - The chiseled remains from the mmb
Next week....

Last Week’s Riddle:

I am one of the six, - ©5in the yown

Four are mentioned in last week’s w19, - The "N, the \nbw, the N7 and the N¥INN N2H
| am mentioned in in this week’s NV,

One is mentioned in next week’s nwM9. - The 9

Who am I? - The amn nawn

L,IND DNT 12 PR PYY NTHIAN — NNHY NXIIYD
977090 TOON 12 TYT PN, N7Y APY TIT N 192 1592 ,973 DNNAN 12 DINY YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MMNY MO YOO
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Megillas Esther

RIDDLES

At Achashveirosh’s party, he used the keilim from the Bais HaMikdash.5” How long after the churban
habayis did this party take place?

Yirmiyahu foretold that when Bavel had “completed” 70 years, Hashem would remember Bnei Yisrael.%®
Achashveirosh threw his elaborate feast because he calculated that this deadline had just passed,
uneventfully. However, he misunderstood Yirmiyahu’s statement, and began calculating from an erroneous
point which was 13 years too early. In reality, he should have calculated from the destruction of the Bais
HaMikdash, which had occurred approximately 57 years before his feast.>®

On what day of the week was Vashti killed®°?
The wicked Vashti used to force Jewish girls to work for her on Shabbos, so Hashem punished her middah
k’negged middah and she was killed on Shabbos.5’

Achashveirosh sent 3 public letters. What were they, and which saved Bnei Yisrael?

He sent 3 letters: every man should be the head of his house®?; Bnei Yisrael should be killed®3; Bnei Yisrael
can defend themselves®*. In addition to the third letter, the first saved us as well: when people got the first
letter, they found it totally unnecessary, and considered Achashveirosh foolish for sending it, so when they got
the second letter, they didn’t rush to attack Bnei Yisrael, because they lacked confidence in the king.5°

How were Mordechai and Esther related?
e “He (Mordechai) raised Hadassah — she was Esther, the daughter of his uncle...”®® — so, first cousins.
e There is an opinion that they were married.®’

Who was Esther’s father?
Avichayil .68

On separate occasions, Hashem made a king get mad at his servants, and made servants get mad at
their king, both to help tzaddikim. Who were they?
Hashem can use opposite means to perform a neis for a tzaddik®®:
e Paroh got mad at the Sar HaMashkim and Sar HaOfim, and threw them in jail, which led to Yosef’s
salvation.
e Bigsan and Seresh got mad at Achashveirosh, and their plans were thwarted by Mordechai, which led
to his salvation.”

57 ' 'N pian
58N 9"y I
59" nan "y
60 p" 'R "Ny
613" qhnan
623" 'N

63 ;l"' ';‘

64 ", 'n

65:3™ nhnan

66 '-r '1

57 1"u ,.a" n'7an
68 T1v1 1"0 "2

69 pw X"wnnn
702" pYan

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com




“Vayivez b’einav” — Haman belittled the idea of killing only Mordechai, and instead plotted to destroy
all of Bnei Yisrael.” Where do we find that an ancestor of Haman is described with the same term,
“Vayivez,” because he belittled something?

“Vayivez Eisav es habechorah’? — Eisav belittled the bechorah, and sold it to Yaakov for a bow! of food.”®

How much time elapsed between the decree to kill Bnei Yisrael, and when they fought to defend
themselves?
Haman drew lots in Nissan, and Bnei Yisrael fought in the following Adar’s.

Achashveirosh “sold” Bnei Yisrael to Haman, and they sat down to eat.”® When did Bnei Yisrael,
earlier, sit down to eat, and then sell someone?

After Yosef’s brothers threw him in the pit, they sat down to eat, and then sold him. At that moment, Hashem
decreed that their descendants would have to suffer the same fate at the hands of Haman.””

We can learn from Haman how to constantly keep Torah on our minds. How?

Frustrated by Mordechai’s failure to bow to him, Haman declared, regarding his vast wealth and fortune,
“V’chol zeh einenu shoveh li,""® “All of this is worthless to me,” as if he could “point” to it, since he always
“carried it with him,””® occupying his thoughts®. Likewise, I’havdil, a talmid chacham is always thinking about
Torah.8

Name 2 descendants of Rachel who got a haircut in honor of a king.
e Yosef got a haircut before being brought to Paroh.8?
e Mordechai got a haircut from Haman before being paraded around on the royal horse.8

Who was hanged in the Megillah?
e Haman8
¢ Haman’s sons®
e Bigsan and Seresh®

Name 2 times in the Neis Purim that someone entered into a situation which required strength, while
fasting.

o Esther approached Achashveirosh hoping to make a good impression and save Bnei Yisrael, despite
the fact that she had been fasting for multiple days, and didn’t appear at her finest, because she
realized that Hashem controlled the outcome.?®”

e Bnei Yisrael fasted when fighting their enemies.8
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On what day did the Jews of Shushan fight against their enemies?
The 13" and 14t of Adar.®°

We should thank the historians of Paras U’Maddai: because of them, we have Megillas Esther today.
How so?

The Chachamim were worried that if they published Megillas Esther, it would seem like we were celebrating
the downfall of other nations, and it would arouse enmity towards Bnei Yisrael. Esther pointed out, “The story is
already recorded in the secular history books, so it won’t make a difference.”®®

What did they call the holiday which celebrates being saved from Haman?
“They called these days Furim.”’

Name 3 halachos that pertain only to a walled city.
o A metzorais sent out.
e The Megillah is read on the 15" of Adar.
e There are unique halachos regarding the sale of its houses and when they can be redeemed.®?

What is the only city that reads the Megillah on the 15" of Adar even though it did NOT have a wall in
the times of Yehoshua bin Nun, and why?

Shushan: since they celebrated on the 15" in the year that the actual neis occurred, they continue to observe
that day as Purim forever.%

Can you fulfill mishloach manos by giving 2 different types of meat?
Yes.%

When is the same haftarah read 2 weeks in a row?

e When the 14 of Adar falls on Erev Shabbos, in Yerushalayim they observe “Purim Meshulash”: on
Shabbos, they read the krias hatorah of Purim as matftir, and then read the same haftarah as Parshas
Zachor, for the second week in a row.%

In a typical situation of a “double parsha,” we lain the haftarah of the second parsha. However, when
Acharei Mos and Kedoshim are lained together, we lain the haftarah of Acharei Mos, and avoid the
haftarah of Kedoshim which highlights the aveiros of Yerushalayim.®® Even when Acharei Mos and
Kedoshim are lained separately, if the Shabbos of Acharei Mos coincides with Shabbos HaGadol or
Erev Rosh Chodesh lyar, which each have their own unique haftarah, we preserve the haftarah of
Acharei Mos to be lained on the Shabbos of Kedoshim. In the rare event that Acharei Mos and
Kedoshim are lained separately, each on an “ordinary” Shabbos, we are forced to /ain the haftarah of
Kedoshim.®” Nonetheless, in such a scenario, some have the practice of laining the haftarah of Acharei
Mos after both parshios, 2 weeks in a row.%

Many years ago, “Shushan HaBirah” was in Yerushalayim. How so?
On the eastern gate of the second Bais Hamikdash, there was a model of Shushan HaBirah, mandated by the
Persian kings, as a reminder to respect their governing power.%
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JUST CURIOUS

When Esther’s parents died, Mordechai adopted her as a “bas” (daughter)'®. Some derive from this
word that he took her as a “bayis” (home), and married her."”" If so, why did the pasuk only hint to this,
instead of saying it explicitly?

When Megillas Esther was published, Achashveirosh was still alive, and revealing this fact would cause great
friction with the king.'%?

How long did Esther manage to hide herself, and avoid being taken by Achashveirosh?

Vashti was killed at the mishteh which occurred during the 3™ year of Achashveirosh’s reign, and Esther was
selected in his 7t year. Prior to that, she was forced to spend 12 months preparing. It turns out that she was
taken in Achashveirosh’s 6" year, and had managed to hide for 3 years.1%3

Why didn’t Esther reveal to Achashveirosh that she was Jewish?
¢ Mordechai hoped that they would assume that she was hiding her identity because she was from an
undignified family, and thus send her away. If they would know she was related to the royal family of
Shaul, they would definitely force her to stay.%4
Since she had tried to avoid being taken by Achashveirosh, and ultimately had to be forcibly brought,
Mordechai was worried that Esther, her family, and her nation would be punished.%

When Esther was being held in the palace, Mordechai checked on her every day.'® Why?
o He knew that if this great tzadekes was taken by Achashveirosh, it must be part of Hashem’s plan to

save Bnei Yisrael, so he monitored the situation with anticipation.'0”
He was worried that due to the great distress she experienced after being taken by Achashveirosh, she
would get sick.
He was worried that they would kill her, because she tried to avoid being taken by Achashveirosh.%®
Even after much time had passed, Mordechai’s concern didn’t fade, because Esther was an orphan,
and a hostage. In the zechus of his daily concern (“u’v’chol yom vayom”), Mordechai merited the ability
to overcome Haman and avoid bowing to him on a daily basis (“yom vayom”1%°).1° |n fact, Mordechai
preferred to go into galus in order to raise his orphan cousin, rather than remain in Eretz Yisrael.""

Why did Bigsan and Seresh want to kill Achashveirosh?
e He overworked them, and they were exhausted.'?
e Upon Esther’s suggestion, Mordechai was given their job. They plotted to kill Achashveirosh so that
everyone would say, “Bigsan and Seresh were good guards; now that a Jew took over, the king got
killed!”113
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Why did Mordechai and Esther save Achashveirosh from Bigsan and Seresh, instead of just letting
them Kkill him, so Esther could be free?
Bigsan and Seresh wanted to kill Esther as well.
Achashveirosh supported rebuilding the Bais Hamikdash, so Mordechai preferred that he remain in
power.
Mordechai had political pull with Achashveirosh, so his survival would benefit Bnei Yisrael.
Mordechai didn’t want people to blame Achashveirosh’s assassination on the fact that he recently
married a Jew, or the fact that a Jew was recently added to his staff.""®
Tzaddikim are constantly aware of Hashem’s hashgacha, and don’t attribute anything to mere
coincidence. Although logic dictated that Achashveirosh’s assassination would be positive, Mordechai
felt that if Hashem wanted Achashveirosh to die, He would not have arranged for Mordechai to
overhear Bigsan and Seresh’s secret conversation.''®

When Esther told Achashveirosh that Bigsan and Seresh were plotting to assassinate him, she quoted
this information in the name of Mordechai.''” “We learn that anyone who quotes something in the name
of the person who said it, brings geulah to the world.”"''® Really? Don’t many people quote their
sources, yet have not brought geulah?

It doesn’t mean that the person will automatically bring geulah. Rather, WHEN Hashem wants to bring geulah,
He will do so through such a person, who has the habit of attributing credit where it is due, because such a
person will likewise draw attention to Hashem'’s intervening hand, without claiming credit for himself.!"?

Why does the Megillah explain that Haman cast his goral, “In the first month, which is Nissan...”'°?
Don’t we know the months already?

We actually don’t know them yet — at this point. The names of the months that we currently use are Persian,
and we purposely utilize them in order to recall that Hashem saved us from galus Bavel. The Megillah
translates the Persian word “Nissan,” just like it translates, “Haman made a ‘pur’ — which is a goral (lottery).”12!

Almost all of the Persian conversations, objects, etc., in the Megillah are recorded in lashon hakodesh,
which we understand. Why does the Megillah bother to include the Persian term “pur,” thus
necessitating the immediate translation, “Hu hagoral,” “Which is a lottery,”'?? instead of sticking to the
language which we understand and calling it a “goral” in the first place?

If it didn’t include the Persian term “pur,” we wouldn’t understand why the day is called “Purim.”123

When Mordechai found out about Haman’s decree, he wore sad clothing, and cried out in the middle of
the city. He didn’t approach the palace, because it would be disrespectful to do so in this state. Esther
sent him clothing, hoping to speak to him, but he declined her offer.'?* Why did he refuse? Wouldn’t it
be helpful to discuss the situation with the queen?

He didn’t want to stop davening for even a moment, because doing so would be tantamount to abandoning his
trust in Hashem, to instead rely on a person.’?s
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When Mordechai learned of Haman’s decree, he approached 3 children and asked each what pasuk he
had learned that day. Each responded with a pasuk demonstrating Hashem’s care for Bnei Yisrael. '¢
The first said, “Al tira mipachad pisom...”"?” The second said, “Utzu eitzah v’sufar...”"'?® The third said,
“V’ad ziknah Ani Hu...'”®” Why did Hashem choose these 3, seemingly unrelated pesukim, to let
Mordechai know that He would protect us?
These 3 pesukim relate to the 3 times that Amaleik attacked us, and Hashem saved us:

e When we first left Mitzrayim, they attacked us “pisom” — suddenly.3°

e Later in the midbar, they were “utzu eitzah,” cleverly disguising themselves as K'naanim. 3

¢ Haman figured that since the Bais Hamikdash was destroyed, Hashem must have already chas

v’shalom reached the old-age of “ziknah,” and Haman could defeat us.3?

When Mordechai urged Esther to approach Achashveirosh and intervene on behalf of Bnei Yisrael, he
told her, “Who knows if it’s for THIS moment that you became the queen?”'** Why does he sound
doubtful? Wasn’t that obviously why she was put in this position?

To us, in hindsight, it's obvious, but at the time, no one knew what would happen! Whenever we withess an
unusual occurrence which deviates from the natural course of events, we should reflect and realize that
Hashem is arranging things in a way which can fulfill the plans of His hashgacha. Mordechai was telling Esther
that her surprising rise to royalty was such an event, and she needed to act accordingly.3*

Haman gave Mordechai a haircut before parading him around on the royal horse. How did Haman know
how to cut hair professionally enough for a royal parade?
Haman was the barber in the town of K’far Kartzom for 22 years.'3%

When Bnei Yisrael are threatened, or a person is in distress, is there a point when one can relax the
intensity of his davening, because he sees that things are getting better?

Right after Mordechai was paraded around by Haman, and saw the beginning of the “v’nahafoch hu” reversal
of our fate, he nonetheless immediately returned to his davening'3, because until the geulah is complete, one
cannot relax his davening.'3"

When Achashveirosh heard that Haman wanted to kill Bnei Yisrael, he stepped outside, to his garden.
When he returned, he saw that Haman, in his great distress, had fallen next to Esther’s bed, begging
her to pardon him."*® In this dramatic moment, why was Esther lying down?

That’s where she was during their party, because their practice was to eat while lying on their sides.'3®
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CHAYEING

W hl A Life of Truth
ee y Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

Shabbos Inspiration

1an' Dwn Nva

Yosef Ber and his wife Rivka embodied the nTn of |inv*a. Besides for having |inv1a, Yosef Ber personified own ny 112v"
"nnnw3, and kept any worry he was feeling to himself. Together with his 2'n0 nu, they filled their home with |inv'a and
nNnw. Their son Mendy thrived in the atmosphere of their home.! He was a happy boy, and he knew that whatever
Hashem does is good. Living in Russia around the year x"n (1830), it was their |inv'a that gave them the N3 to survive.
Czar Nikolai | had passed the infamous Cantonist Decrees, under which little boys were snatched away from their parents,
and conscripted into the army to some remote part of Siberia practically for the rest of their lives. Mendy was ten years
old, and of course, they were worried about him. Reb Yosef Ber chazored the niTio! of |inv'a over and over with his family.
“Let’s look back at our lives,” he told his wife Rivka one day when she was feeling down, “the things we worried about, it
turned out in the end that there was no reason to worry about them. The real problems came from things that we didn’t
anticipate, and didn’t know to worry about. Don’t you understand, Rivka? Only the D%iv 7¥ 11ia1 knows what’s coming
tomorrow. What'’s the point of worrying when we don’t even know what’s going to happen?! 210! nwn %y 72vn, throw
the package onto nDwin. That means leaving it up to the D%iv 7Y iian, our Father in Heaven who created the world and
keeps it going. Besides, Hashem gave us the gift of our son Mendeleh, and He knows how to take care of the gifts that He
gives us. All will be well.” “That’s right,” Rivka responded, “you are right Yosef Ber. | wish | had your level of nJinx and
[inv. | wish | could believe like you that our Mendeleh will never be captured by the conteristen. | wish | could believe
like you that we’ll never have any problems.” “Oh, | didn’t say no problems,” Yosef Ber corrected her, “we have to be
realistic. This is a world of ni1i'01 and challenges. | said that whatever is going to take place, the D%iv 7Y i1ia1 is going to
help. We'll have the na to deal with the niii'01.”

Just then, the door opened up and Mendy hesitantly walked in. Yosef Ber exclaimed, “Why, here comes our Mendeleh
now! Mendeleh shaifeleh, we were just talking about you. We should have spoken about n'win. How are you Mendeleh?”
Mendy seemed frightened. Anxiously, his mother asked him, “Mendy, are you alright?” “Totti, Mommy,” Mendy slowly
replied, “I was walking home from n1'wj! with some of my friends, and a soldier stopped and put us into his wagon. He is
standing outside now, and Totti, he says that he wants to talk to you.” Mendy started to cry. “I really didn’t do anything
wrong.” Yosef Ber struggled to remain calm. “Mendeleh,” Yosef Ber said, “don’t-don’t be frightened, um, | know you didn’t
ddo anything wrong. Let me go out and speak to the soldier.” Yosef Ber went to the door, “Yes sir, how can | help you?”
“By order of the Czar, you are to show up at the army office tonight. Your child will be interviewed, and then he will have
the tremendous honor of serving in the Czar’s army.” Yosef Ber protested, “But, but he’s only ten years old!” Flashing a
wide grin, the soldier replied, “The Czar has his ways. He sends these boys off to remote parts of Russia, we take care of
them over there. Don’t worry,” the soldier chuckled scornfully, “in fifty or sixty years he’ll be back. Just make sure you
report, or else you'll be in trouble.” Rivka shrieked! “How could you do this? How could you just grab my child and put
him into the wagon?” “Oh, don’t worry Missus, there’s no charge for the ride home,” and he walked off laughing
hysterically.

Yosef Ber calmed his wife down, “Please Rivka, don’t panic, you’re going to scare Mendeleh. Our Mendeleh is a smart boy,
and he will know exactly what to do.” They had to try to come up with a plan. Yosef Ber smiled lovingly at Mendy, and
said, “Mendeleh, this is a terrible N1'1a against 781! 973, please don’t cry.” “I know that whatever Hashem does is good,”
Mendeleh said confidently. “That’s right Mendeleh. We have no choice, we will have to take you to this address tonight.
Mendeleh, under these circumstances, that little ten-year-old boys are kidnapped never to be taken back to their parents...
do you understand?” Mendy gulped, “Yes, Totti.” “Then don’t cry. Listen to me. They’re going to officially examine you.
Mendeleh, you are to make yourself like you are a bisseleh tzedrudelt. Do you understand that? Make yourself like you're

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim #427, Dial-A-Shiur
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not normal, this way they won’t take you, and they’ll send you home.” Rivka tried hard not to cry, “Mendeleh, do you
think you know what to do?” “Mommy, | understand.” She turned to Yosef Ber, “Will it work Yosef Ber?” “Mommy, Totti,”
Mendeleh announced, “if the D%iv 7Y 1ia1 wants it to work, it will work, and if | have to go, | am ready for any ni1i'01 that
are thrown my way.” “My dear Mendeleh,” Yosef Ber said with tears in his eyes, “you may be ten years old, but | feel like
you are a lot older. Don’t cry Rivka, whatever Hashem does is good. Rivka had a feeling that Akadi, a gentile who lived
across the street from them, had reported Mendy to the authorities. Akadi had always been giving them ninx. He would
smile at Mendy when Mendy would pass by, but he was a dangerous person. Unfortunately, since he lived across the
street, it would be hard to hide Mendy from him. As they started out towards the examination, they saw Akadi sitting on
his porch waving at them. It looked like he had been watching the whole spectacle with a smile on his face. “Well, he may
want us to lose our child,” Yosef Ber said, “but it’s not up to him. The D%iv 7¥ i12ia1 runs the world! Let’s say some D'7'nn.
Mendy will know what to do.”

They arrived at the examination, and a doctor called them in. Normally, the boys were crying by their examinations. Mendy
didn’t give the doctor that satisfaction. He told the doctor how happy he was to be going to Siberia where he would freeze
to death. He liked doing that! He would make sure to bring lots of ice cream, and his tube to go swimming. He also brought
an extra sock with him to put on his head, not on his foot. He explained that it was cheaper to use it for his head since he
only had one head, as opposed to two feet. Then he demonstrated how he would put it over his head. The doctor became
disgusted with him and told him to take it off. Mendy thought that the doctor wanted him to take his head off of the sock.
He tried taking his head off but explained that he couldn’t because it was screwed on too tight. He offered to take the
doctor’s head off. The doctor was appalled, “this boy is deranged, take him away, we don’t need him!” Right then, General
Pschvolska walked in. Mendy was standing on a chair with a yellow sock on his head, trying to get his head off excitedly
saying, “my head doesn’t come off, could be because it’s too deranged!” “What seems to be the problem here!?” bellowed
the general. “He’s one of the boys who was captured today,” the doctor explained, “But you don’t want him in the Czar’s
army! He’s out of his mind! Can’t you see he’s mad!” “l can’t see him!” declared General Pshvolska, “He’s wearing a sock
on his head! Take that off!” he ordered Mendy, “you look like a bird’s head!” “That’s because | am a bird.” Mendy

17

explained, “I can fly. Want to see?” Mendy jumped, and went flying off the chair, “weeeee!” He landed on the general,
“oops, | didn’t mean to knock you down.” The general snorted. “This boy is deranged. | have no time for this.” He wrote
out an official document that Mendy was too unbalanced for the army, took out the royal stamp and stamped the
document. Mendy gushed, “Ooh! That’s fun!” and he started stamping his head with the royal stamp.” The doctor, who

had really had enough already shouted, “Give — me —the — stamp!” Mendy offered to stamp the doctors nose. The doctor
yelled, “Oh, this boy is driving me mad! General, send him home!” “Alright,” General Pschvolska finally said, “send in the

next one.”

Mendy’s father and mother were waiting for him outside. Nervously, his mother asked, “are you okay, Mendeleh?” “Yes,
Mommy. Did | do a good job?” Yosef Ber told his son. “l just want to be u'Tin you, my dear son, under normal circumstances
you are not allowed to talk with chutzpa to older people. It doesn’t make a difference who they are. We Yidden don’t
make a owin 217'n, we don’t talk chutzpadik to anybody, and we respect people of authority. Under the circumstances it
was to save you from a kidnapping, and a terrible death.” Mendy appreciated his father’s concern, and he showed him
the document that they had given him. “Do | still need this paper with the stamp on it, father?” “Yes, yes, yes, we must
keep that, we must,” his father gratefully replied.

Akadi had been euphoric over Mendy being snatched away from his Jewish parents, and now, seeing Mendy coming back
home with them was an unpleasant surprise. He would not take that sitting down. Soon enough, one night Mendy’s father
was sitting down looking into a 190 after Mendy had gone to sleep, and he heard pounding on his door. “Open up in the
name of the Czar!” “I am opening up,” Yosef Ber said as he walked to the door, “why do you have to scream that way?”
“Where is your son? The Czar has ordered your little son be taken away!” “l don’t understand your problem,” Yosef Ber
responded, reminding himself that he had better remain calm, “here are the papers with the seal on it. It says that my son
was told that he doesn’t have to go.” “Let me see those papers! Where did you print these papers?” “l didn’t print these
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papers. They have the official seal on them, don’t you see? It’s the seal of the royal crown, no one could possibly forge
that. My son was told he could go home.” The soldiers took a look at the papers, and finally said, “we’ll come back to

III

check this out later!” As they walked away, Yosef Ber overheard them whispering to each other, “It looks like he does have
the papers. Why did that Akadi say... oh, | don’t understand it.” Yosef Ber sighed, Oy, what can | do? There is nothing | can
do but be 72anp. Just then, Rivka came home. “Ah, Rivka,” Yosef Ber greeted her, “can | help you with those packages?
Rivka, you’re crying, what’s the matter?” Rivka was terribly upset. “I saw it! | saw it today!” “You saw what today?” “Oy! |
can’t take it! It was the most horrible thing I've seen in my life! | was walking down the street and | saw mothers running
in a panic trying to get their children off the streets. The wagon with the conteristen was going down the road, and they
were picking up children and throwing them into the wagon. Mothers ran after the children crying and screaming
“remember you’re a Yid! Remember you’re a Yid!” They knew, they knew they would never see their children again!”
Yosef Ber nodded his head, “Indeed, we must be 77ann for them.” “We must be 77ann for them?” Rivka shrieked, “we
must be 77ann for ourselves as well!” “Why are you so concerned Rivka? It worked nwin 3112, Our Mendy made himself
as if he’s deranged. They'll leave him alone.” Rivka looked intently at Yosef Ber, “I saw those two soldiers knocking at the
door, | got so scared. Yosef Ber, we cannot be like an ostrich that hides its head in the sand. Akadi will go back to them
again and again to convince them that there’s nothing wrong with our Mendy, and one day they’re going to come and
take him, then it will be too late and we’ll never see him again.” Realizing that his wife was right, Yosef Ber replied, “You're
right. | cannot fool myself. We are not safe. I'll wake up Mendy, and help him pack his bags. You will please stay home in
case the soldiers come back to see the papers. My good friend Reb Akiva lives in the countryside, he’ll be happy to hide
our Mendy for the time being. nvjn N11a things will calm down soon, and Mendy will be able to come back.”

After many hours of travel, they were finally there. Reb Akiva ran out to greet them, “D2"2y Di7Y! Your father and | are
old friends, | would do anything for your father! Come! We will make you as comfortable as possible.” Reb Yosef Ber
assured Mendy that they would keep in touch, but Mendy would need to have patience. Mendy mentioned how he
longed to go with his father to Sanz, right across the river from their home, when Reb Yosef Ber would make his annual
trip to get his nixn. “It’s a while now until ND9, but | really hope so, Mendy,” Yosef Ber earnestly replied, “I must return
now. Mendy please be strong; you are in good hands.” “I know father, but it’s just hard for me to be without my father.”
“You’re always together with your father in heaven. Hashem is with you, and with me, and with mother, don’t worry, we
will soon be united.”

Over the next few weeks, Akadi would not leave the officers alone, “I am telling you”, he insisted again and again,
“something doesn’t make sense over here. He is a young boy who is very strong. Why wasn’t he snatched away from his
father and mother the way some of the other children in town were? | will speak to your supervisor, could it be that some
of you took a bribe from that Jew, and that is why the little boy was not sent away with the other ones? | will get to the
bottom of this, and | am telling you right now, if it turns out that one of you did take a bribe, you will be in big trouble!”
The soldiers knew that they hadn’t taken a bribe, but if he would go to the Czar’s special inspector, and say that they took
a bribe, no proof was necessary for them to be chained to a wheelbarrow in Siberia for the rest of their lives. They went
back to Yosef Ber and told him that they want to talk to Mendy, just to make sure that he is as foolish as he says he is.
Yosef Ber insisted that Mendy ran away, and that he doesn’t know where he is. The soldiers tore apart the house looking
for him, and left with a warning that if they will find him, and he will join the other children who were snatched away in
that town. The next time Akadi returned to them, they told him that they were tired of harassing the poor man and lady,
but if he sees Mendy he should let them know. Akadi planted himself by his window and waited. He knew that sooner or
later the boy would come around.

To be continued 71an' owin N1Wa. The 0"an1 says that 7"'1n gave us the nixn of NN Nk} to remind ourselves how
great Hashem is, how He saved us, and how He listened to us when we cried out to Him. Then, we will bench Hashem and
praise Him, and future generations will know that what Hashem promised us in the m1in is true. There is no nation so
great as klal Yisroel, to whom Hashem is so close. He listens to us whenever we call Him. In our story, Yosef Ber’s family
never forgot this lesson. They kept their shtoltz as a Yid, and knew that Hashem always listens to their ni7'an.

3|Life of Truth



 ———— g~

e . A . S

—

y i

7-

————

- ———————

Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

CHAYEING "
Weelily Hi|chos Shabbos
= L—Initiative —

Is it permissible to use a salt shaker that contains grains of rice, causing the
salt to be sifted out through the salt shaker holes?

According to some Poskim, a salt shaker that allows the salt to be shaken out while
the rice remains inside is considered a sorting utensil and may not be used.
According to all opinions, it is only permitted to use such a salt shaker for
immediate use or for a meal that will be starting shortly.

What is the proper method of eating fish that contains imbedded bones?

As one is eating the fish, one should remove the fish from the bones and not the
bones from the fish. Alternatively, one may place a piece of fish with a bone into his
mouth and then remove the bone from his mouth.

Is it permissible to shake out the seeds of a pomegranate?

Shaking seeds out of a pomegranate is only permitted to be done immediately prior
to eating or within the preparation time of the meal in which the seeds will be
eaten.

What is the proper method of separating rotten grapes from a cluster?

One should remove the good grapes from the rotten ones immediately prior to
eating or within the preparation time of the meal in which the grapes will be
served.

S If a mixture of peanuts and shells and/or skins is piled together, is it permissible to
blow on the pile so that the shells/skins will separate from the pile and only the
peanuts will remain?

No, it is not permissible to blow on the pile so that the shells/skins will separate
from the pile.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| always put the N7h on the table before my wife lights the NNy, but | forgot to this week. Can | move the
table on NawW? The table was set with plates and silverware when she lit.

QUESTION 2

I'm expecting a lot of company by the day meal and want to be able to move the Leichter when the
candles go out Friday night. Can | put the n7n on the Leichter tray in order to allow me to move the tray
with the Leichter in it?

QUESTION 3

If the above idea of the n7n in the tray doesn’'t work, can | ask one of the waiters that | hired to move
the Leichter off the table?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

My son woke up Naw morning after DI with quite a hangover. Can he take Tylenol?

Answer: One may not take medicine on N, as 7"1N were concerned that one may do a NdX7n while
preparing it. The (1"7-N"JW) N"N writes that someone who is bedridden may take medicine. Anyone who
is suffering from a severe headache would fit into this category, and may take medicine.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

After a DI with lots of wine, | think | need a break from wine. Can | make wWITp for Nn2wW day on schnapps
instead of wine? D'T'ON do it every week!

Answer: The ("7-2"Y) NN MWD writes that if someone favors schnapps over wine, he can use it for WITP
by day if he wants. However, he must use a DID that contains a n'V'a0, which would be 2.9 oz. Also, he
must drink a I'naI? X'7n, which is about 1.5 oz.

QUESTION 3

During the NTIVD on Friday night | noticed that one of the paintings hanging in my dining room was a
little tilted, probably from all the NTIVO DD excitement. Can | straighten it? It's making me nervous..

Answer: The ("2-N"W) 1NV [N?W writes that a large or heavy "72 is not NXPIN, even though one doesn't typically
move it. The ('N) N1IN2 MWnN writes that if the reason he doesn’'t move it is because it's very delicate, then it is
D' |NoN NNNN NXpPIn, which would mean that a delicate or expensive painting is N¥pPIn. This would also seem
to be a reason to for leniency by a picture or painting in a case where it is not very delicate. However, the
(N"DP) NN NWN also writes that a large clock which doesn’'t get moved is N¥PIN, possibly because it's typical
use is when it's not moving. Some extend this to a painting which also is not moved around, even if not very
delicate. (2"-N"2-N) NWN NNAX argues on this and writes that neither a clock or a picture is NXPIN, as it is only
put in a specific place for appearance purposes. One can be lenient if there is a need.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Courage and Conviction

Rav Chatzel Miletzky (later of Yerushalayim)
was sixteen years old when war tore through
Europe in a wave of devastation, destruction, and
death. Young Chaikel skirted danger and looked
fear in the eye, yet he never allowed the fear of
human threat overcome his fear of Heaven.
Following are three stories, shared with me by
Rav Chaikel Miletzky’s nephew, R’ Aryeh,
demonstrating Rav Chaikel’s strength of
character and conviction to do the right thing
regardless of danger or difficulty.

*k*k

Sixteen-year-old Chaikel Miletzky was walking
on the street one day, when a deep moan suddenly

startled him. He glanced around, trying to
determine the source of the sound. There, on the
wayside, between two trees, lay a soldier. He
moaned again, and Chaikel hurried over.

Even to a novice, the soldier’s condition looked
bad. His complexion was grayish, his uniform
covered in blood. “I'm dying,” the soldier
confirmed in a weak voice. “And I'm a Jew.
Please ensure that | will be brought to a Jewish
burial!”

Still thoroughly shocked by the scene before him,
Chaikel nodded. He tried to find the words to
respond, but the man didn’t wait for him to reply.
He closed his eyes and whispered Shema Yisrael.

And then it was over. His soul had returned to his
Maker.

Chaikel bit his lip. He knew he needed to bring
this anonymous soldier to kever Yisrael, but it
was extremely dangerous to do so. If he was
caught walking through the streets with a dead
soldier, it was practically a death sentence. Even
if he did manage to make it to the mikvah to
perform the taharah, the stakes were still very
high. At any step of the process, from cleansing
to burial, the probability of being discovered and

charged with the soldier’s murder was extremely
high.

Chaikel looked down at the body on the floor. It
would mean risking his life, but he would not
betray his commitment to the soldier. Even if it
was the last mitzvah he would ever merit to
perform, it was his obligation to try.

A dead body is significantly heavier than a living,
breathing one, but Chaikel was a young and
muscular young man. He took a deep breath,
hefted his muscles and heaved, half-carrying,
half-dragging the uniformed corpse onto the road.



No less than half a minute later, still just a few
feet away from the site where the soldier had died,
a wagon pulled up beside Chaikel and his heavy
load. Two soldiers on patrol jumped down, their
eyes roving over him and the body, demanding to
know just what he was doing.

Chaikel knew that the sight of himself, a strong
and obviously Jewish youth, in the company of a
dead soldier, was extremely suspicious. He’d
known it from the moment the anonymous Jewish
soldier had breathed his last. Taking a deep
breath, he decided to tell the truth and plead for
mercy. Though the chances were slim, he could
only pray that the soldiers would believe him.

“I was walking down the road, and I heard him
moaning,” he said earnestly, hoping the soldiers
wouldn’t notice how badly his hands were
trembling. “I found him lying between the trees,
dying. He asked me, with his final breaths, to
ensure that he would be buried according to
Jewish law, and then he died. All I wanted to do
was to fulfill his dying wishes!”

The soldier on his right snorted in obvious
disdain. “He was dying, huh? After you helped
him die!”

“I didn’t, I promise!” Chaikel cried, distressed. “I
don’t know what caused his death; I only found
him when it was too late to do anything to save
him!”

“Traitor,” the other soldier said flatly, binding his
wrists behind his back. “Do you expect us to
believe you? You will pay for this crime.”

“I’m not a traitor,” Chaikel tried protesting. “I
promise I didn’t kill him!”

The soldiers glared at him until he fell silent and
then hauled him over the side of the wagon like a
sack of vegetables. “Save your breath,” they said,
loading the body onto the wagon beside him with

considerably more respect. “You’re going to need
it at the trial.”

Chaikel began murmuring fervent tefillos. The
odds of him escaping death seemed slim, and he
pleaded with Hashem to save him. Concentrating
on his prayers, he barely noticed the passing
scenery, and was startled to discover a few
minutes later, when the wagon rolled to a stop,
that they were at the center of the local army base.

A military tribunal was hastily assembled, and
Chaikel was forced to try to defend himself in an
effort that was doomed from the start. Although
he staunchly maintained his innocence, he had no
way of proving that he had not killed the soldier,
and the circumstantial evidence weighed heavily
against him. It did not take long before the guilty
verdict was handed down.

The judge ordered him to the large field, where he
was surrounded by fifteen soldiers in a semicircle,
their guns pointed at his temple. Caught in the
crosshairs of fifteen guns, Chaikel was given a
final opportunity to pray before the triggers would
be pulled on all fifteen revolvers.

He stood in the middle, looking so young and
vulnerable, like a newborn calf surrounded by
fifteen lions. He began to recite vidui, tears
streaming down his face, but then the sight of the
guns pointed at him overwhelmed his senses. He
simply could not bear the sight of death, and he
collapsed on the floor, wailing like a baby.

The soldiers showed him no mercy. They hooked
him by the elbow and dragged him to a wall,
forcing him upright against it. His face was
completely sapped of all color; his lips a pasty
white. In a terrified voice, he began screaming
Shema Yisrael as the soldiers took up their
positions around him and aimed their revolvers.



But before they could pull the trigger and release
a hail of bullets in his direction, a tall, decorated
officer strolled over. “Halt!” he ordered, conceit
and arrogance dripping from his words. “What is
going on here? Who authorized this?”

The soldiers lowered their guns and saluted. The
officer, a high-ranking general, was not too
pleased to hear that a military trial had been
convened in his absence, and he insisted on
investigating the matter himself.

In the meantime, the dead soldier’s uniform was
removed from his body, and his pockets were
emptied in the process. Among the assorted
belongings he had been carrying on him at the
time of his death, the soldiers discovered a note, a
suicide note, written by the dead soldier, in which
he declared that he planned on taking his own life.

The note was evidence enough to prove Chaikel’s
claims of innocence, and when the general
concluded his investigation, he declared the
young Jew a free man. Chaikel was allowed to
perform the taharah, and the Jewish soldier was
duly buried.

A few months passed, and a deadly epidemic
broke out in the city. The illness spread quickly,
claiming the lives of victim after victim, young
and old indiscriminately. To slow the spread of
the disease, infected patients were quarantined in
a primitive sanatorium so that their family
members would not become infected as well.

Chaikel Miletzky was young and strong, but when
the dreaded disease took hold of his body, he
slowly began to waste away. Lying in quarantine,
away from his family and his yeshiva friends, he
felt death draw nearer and nearer. Sooner or later,
he would succumb to the illness, just like so many
others around him.

One night, as he lay in bed, feverish and delirious,
he dreamed that the soldier came to visit him,
bearing optimistic news. “You risked your life for
me,” the soldier told him in his dream. “Despite
the danger involved, you did not back down from
your commitment to doing the right thing,
bringing me to kever Yisrael. You will be repaid!
When you wake up in the morning, you will find
grass under your pillow. Cook the grass in water
and drink the liquid. This medicine will heal you
from your illness.”

In the morning, Chaikel lifted his head weakly
from his pillow and groped underneath it. Indeed,
just like the soldier in his dream had promised,
there was a clump of grass beneath his pillow.
Dredging up his last reserves of strength, he
boiled the grass in water and drank the liquid.

Unbelievably, he got stronger and stronger, and
just a few short days later, he completely
recovered from the illness.

His courage and commitment to do the right thing
had been rewarded.

**k*

The war had taken a toll on the civilian food
supply, and there was little food to be found.
Hunger was rampant, and the unfortunate sight of
hungry children begging on the streets was
common.

The transplanted yeshivos, too, suffered from a
severe lack of food. While the roshei yeshiva
understood the importance of physical
nourishment to sustain limud Torah, they simply
were not able to obtain enough food to satisfy the
hungry bachurim. Whatever staples they did
manage to procure for the bachurim was strictly
rationed, and the yeshiva bachurim became
accustomed to the painful sensation of hunger.



In the yeshiva where Chaikel Miletzky learned
during those years, headed by the famed Rav Leib
Chasman, the food shortage was similarly acute.
The bachurim learned to be grateful for their
miniscule portions, understanding that there were
many who were less fortunate than they. Instead,
they nourished their bodies with rigorous Torah
study, filling up on the teachings of Abaye and
Rava.

One Friday afternoon, a bedraggled looking
bachur showed up in the yeshiva’s bais medrash.
His face was thin and gaunt, his threadbare
clothing hanging on his skeletal frame. Chaikel,
noticing the newcomer, went over to greet him.

“Please let me stay here for Shabbos,” the young
man begged. “I’m starving, and I have nowhere to
eat or sleep. Please allow me to join the yeshiva
for Shabbos.”

A deep sense of compassion overtook Chaikel.
The other boy looked to be around his age, and
the suffering on his face and the hunger in his eyes
touched Chaikel deeply. “Of course,” he said
warmly, his heart going out to the starving boy.
How could he turn down a Jew in need?

The unusual news spread quickly that a talmid in
the yeshiva, Chaikel Miletzky, had given
permission to a stranger to join the yeshiva for
Shabbos despite the severe food shortage.
Eventually, the news reached the ears of Rav Leib
Chasman, the rosh yeshiva himself.

Rav Leib was somewhat taken aback that a talmid
in the yeshiva saw himself as possessing the
necessary authority to spend Shabbos in the
yeshiva at the yeshiva’s expense. Chaikel’s
compassion  for  the  young bachur
notwithstanding, it was not his place to decide for
the rosh yeshiva whether or not a boy from
outside the yeshiva was allowed to join for
Shabbos.

Rav Leib knew that it was impossible to run a
yeshiva, especially under such difficult
circumstances, if the lines of authority were not
respected. If he did not nip the issue in the bud, it
would not take long before matters escalated out
of control. After all, there were thousands of
starving Jewish children, but the yeshiva, which
quite simply could not satisfy the needs of its own
students, could not possibly take care of them.

“Chaikel,” Rav Leib summoned the bachur, his
expression severe. “Is this a free-for-all? Who is
the rosh yeshiva here? Who gets to decide who
can spend Shabbos here?”

Chaikel accepted the rebuke with a lowered head,
but when he realized that the rosh yeshiva was
waiting for him to respond, he said quiety, “But
the bachur was so hungry!”

“If that is the case,” Rav Leib said sternly, “He
will eat your portion this Shabbos. He will sleep
in your bed and enjoy your meals, while you will
suffice with whatever crumbs you can find when
the meal is over. There are no extra portions in
yeshiva.”

“I understand,” Chaikel said softly, his head still
bowed. Though he would be hungry over
Shabbos, he did not regret his actions. The rosh
yeshiva was correct; he really did not possess the
authority to welcome new bachurim on the
yeshiva’s tab. But the sorrow and the hunger, that
he’d seen in the bachur’s eyes convinced him that
he’d done the right thing. It was worth his own
hunger to help a starving bachur.

That Shabbos, Chaikel sufficed with spare
crumbs while thriving on the nourishment of
helping another. Despite the fact that he hadn’t
had much to eat, he was energized by his
commitment and his courage to do the right thing.
By the time shalosh seudos was over and he
joined the other bachurim in Rav Leib’s home for



the rosh yeshiva’s weekly schmooze, he was sure
the entire matter was behind him.

Rav Leib’s weekly schmooze was a packed event.
Roshei yeshiva and talmidei chachamim from
around the city would crowd together with the
yeshiva bachurim in Rav Leib’s home, where he
would deliver a fiery address that would rouse and
inspire them. Each week at the end of the
schmooze, Rav Leib would honor one of the
present roshei yeshiva with the amud for Maariv.

That week, Chaikel stood in the audience as Rav
Leib wrapped up his schmooze, musing over what
he’d heard, when he suddenly heard his name
being called. “Chaikel!” Rav Leib boomed. “You
are a rosh yeshiva, aren’t you? Come up and
daven Maariv!”

Chaikel’s cheeks burned as he immediately
grasped that the rosh yeshiva was rebuking him.
Rav Leib had not yet forgiven him for his brazen
act of allowing the stranger into the yeshiva for
Shabbos on his own authority. But as
embarrassing as it would be, he had no choice but
to obey his rosh yeshiva’s command, and so he
walked up to the front of the room and began
Maariv.

When Maariv was over, the lesson his rosh
yeshiva had been trying to convey settled a little
more deeply into him, but if he thought it was
over, it wasn’t.

“Chaikel, please make Havdalah,” Rav Leib
urged. Since this was an honor usually reserved
for one of the roshei yeshiva, Chaikel understood
that this was a continuation of Rav Leib’s rebuke.
Swallowing his pride, he picked up the goblet and
recited Havdalah.

After Havdalah, the assemblage began to disband
as the bachurim and talmidei chachamim trickled
out of the house. Chaikel, hoping to escape the

rosh yeshiva’s house as quickly as possible, tried
to inch away, but Rav Leib motioned to him to
remain until everyone had left. He watched the
room slowly empty out and waited nervously for
the axe to fall.

At last, only the two of them were left in the room
— sixteen-year-old Chaikel Miletzky and the great
rosh yeshiva, Rav Leib Chasman. Rav Leib
withdrew a small box of cigarettes. “A new rosh
yeshiva, eh?” he asked, handing one to his talmid.
“Let’s smoke.”

Chaikel felt extremely uncomfortable smoking
together with his rosh yeshiva, as though they
were equals. He took a hesitant puff, afraid to
disobey.

Rav Leib lowered his cigarette and looked
Chaikel in the eye. “Did you learn your lesson?”
he asked quietly. “Next week, if a bachur comes,
will you allow him to stay in yeshiva without
asking my permission?”

Chaikel returned his gaze. “Yes,” he said
respectfully. “I would be willing to give up my
portion again, to suffer the humiliation of leading
Maariv and Havdalah, and not turn down a
starving Jew who needs a place for Shabbos.”

Rav Leib’s face lit up and he gave his talmid an
appreciative tap on his cheek. “May you continue
using your kochos for klal Yisrael,” he wished
him warmly. “That is what I wanted to see!
Flaunting authority on a whim cannot be
tolerated; but for a bachur to have the courage to
stick to his convictions — that is greatness!

Leaning back in his chair, he smiled at his talmid.
“Now we can really smoke together as equals.”

**k*

It was a half-hour before Kol Nidrei and the door
of the local shul burst open. Fourteen soldiers



dashed inside, panting for breath. “Yidden!” they
cried. “Please! Help us! Help us!”

Between ragged breaths, they explained that they
had just deserted from the army in order to
participate in the Yom Kippur davening. With the
War still raging fiercely, they were not permitted
to take furlough in order to spend Yom Kippur in
shul, and so they’d run away from their battalion.
If they were caught, they would be sentenced to
death immediately.

The risk they placed on the heads of all the Jews
in the city was tremendous. If the deserters were
caught, not only would they be killed, but all the
Jews would be branded as traitors. However,
despite the very real danger, the Jews knew that
they could not betray their brethren. Ignoring the
threat to their own lives, they quickly found
fourteen sets of clothing and shoes for the soldiers
so that they could shed their army uniforms and
blend in with the crowd.

Even once the soldiers had all changed into
civilian attire and were indistinguishable from the
rest of the men in the shul, a problem remained in
the incriminating pile of coarse army uniforms,
now disposed in a heap on the floor. They needed
to get rid of the uniforms, and quickly, lest the
military police chance upon it during the search
that was sure to soon commence.

One of the rabbanim present came up with a
brainstorm. In the cemetery was an empty grave,
which he had dug as a segulah for longevity.
Since the grave had already been dug, all they
needed to do was bury the uniforms inside of it.
Even if the uniforms were eventually found, the
deserters would be long gone by then.

The idea was a solid one, but not too many people
were interested in volunteering for the difficult
and dangerous task of burying the uniforms.
There was a high risk of being caught transporting

the incriminating clothing to the cemetery, and
people were afraid.

Realizing that no one else was ready to undertake
the mission, Chaikel jJumped in. The sun had fully
set by then, and while the rest of the shul davened
kol nidrei, he found himself lugging a heavy sack
of fourteen sets of uniforms and army boots to the
cemetery.

He took the longest but quietest route, hoping to
avoid the scrutiny of people, and prayed the entire
time that he not be caught by the soldiers roaming
around the city. When he reached the cemetery,
he searched feverishly until he found the empty
grave and dumped the entire sack inside. With his
foot, he shoveled dirt over the grave until the
mound of clothing was covered up. When the
operation was finally completed, he sighed with
relief and began hastily walking out of the
cemetery.

“Halt!” a voice rang out just as Chaikel exited the
cemetery. He looked up and saw a pair of soldiers
coming toward him. Not about to give himself up
without a fight, Chaikel ran.

The soldiers ran too, releasing their dogs at his
heels and cornering him into a tree. He began
murmuring vidui. He had done a mitzvah, on
Yom Kippur night, and now it appeared that he
would die for it. Let it be an atonement for klal
Yisrael, he thought to himself.

“Where are you going?” a soldier on horseback
demanded. “Why did you run from us? What do
you have to hide?”

“And what,” his colleague added, his arms folded
across his chest. “Were you doing in the cemetery
at night?”

“I,” Chaikel began, his mind racing. “I... T was
helping a widow,” he blurted. “There’s a widow
in town who just lost her eight-year-old son. She



begged me to help her, and so | agreed to bury
him for her.”

“Really,” the soldier on horseback said, his tone

betraying his disbelief.

“Yes!” Chaikel said quickly. “She was hysterical,
and I wanted to help her.”

The other solder withdrew a knife and held it up
toward Chaikel’s neck. “If you are lying to us, |
will slit your throat,” he said menacingly. “Show
us the grave!”

Chaikel shivered as he walked back into the
forbidding cemetery sandwiched between the
knife-wielding soldier and the mounted one. As
they walked and walked between the rows of
graves, he tried to think of a way out.

“Where is it?” the soldier murmured dangerously,
very close to his ear.

Chaikel’s voice was wobbly as he responded,
stalling for time. “It’s at the very end of the
cemetery.”

Suddenly, without warning, the mounted soldier
seemed to have a change of heart. “I know what
it means to lose a child,” he said, sympathy
oozing from his voice. “I know how difficult it is.
I don’t think it’s right that we are making you go
to more trouble now. Where were you headed
before we found you, boy? We’ll accompany you
there to make sure no bothers you.”

And just like that, the two soldiers accompanied
Chaikel back into town right up to the door of the
shul, like a pair of protective bodyguards.

A stunned Chaikel stumbled into the shul just as
the congregation began to recite ‘Keil melech
yoshev al kisei rachamim...” It was the night of
Yom Kippur, and he’d personally merited to
experience the mercy of his King.

When he later told the story to his rosh yeshiva,
Rav Leib Chasman, Rav Leib didn’t get excited.
“You were a shliach mitzvah,” he told Chaikel
simply. “And it says in the Gemara that one who
is sent to do a mitzvah will not be harmed on his
way to or from performing the mitzvah.”

Indeed, Chaikel demonstrated unwavering
courage and conviction to do the right thing
despite difficulty or danger, a courage that
propelled him to the elevated heights of the famed
Rav Chaikel Miletzky that he later became.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A218
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Volume One of the
“Stories Told By Rav Kalman Krohn”
Book Series is now available at your local Judaica
Store.

Volume Two is scheduled to be released in
time for Shavuos
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Toras Reb Kalman created a curriculum series
out of these stories that will change the chinuch
system — just like Reb Kalman wanted!

Volume One of the new curriculum series is
NOW available for Schools to purchase.

Reading
Whriting

with stories of
our Sages

email torasrebkalman@gmail.com for a sample
or for more information
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A DROPLET IN THE D- WINE PLAN!
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| HAMAN SOLIRED AT SEEING
MORDECHAI'S BLANC LOOK:

WHY
DECANT HE

HE’S TURNING
BURGUNDY!!

w| THAT JEW INTO |
‘ VINEGAR! :

GRAPE IDEA/
LET'S TOAST
THAT VANILLIN/

ACHASHVEIROSH HEARD A WINEING
NOISE IN THE COURTY ARD:

!
WS o CHARDON'NEIGH!” OY! SOMETHING IS
VOLOE HAVING DISTURBING MY SEMI-SWEET
N DREAMS! T'M SO GRAPEFL
TO MORDECHAI THE JEW!/[ HAMAN IS HERE
TO CASK A
QUESTION..

MERRY 600D,
BRING HIM IN/

I NEED A HAMAN OFFERED HAMAN R-AGE-D WHILE 35)0}
COCKTAIL OF GRAPE HIS SUGEGESTIONS.. PARADING MORDECHAI AROUIND:

IDEAS FOR THE MAN
THE KING WISHES TO
HONOR/

STOP WINE-ING
AND SMELL THE
WHY-N, T !

HAVE THE BEST IT'6 SO
RAISIN TO THINK PORTFECT! YOU

IT'S ME! S ALWAYS HAVE THE
WHITE SOLUTIONS!

MORDECHAI IS MY
MAN!

WHAT
A SWEET
ENDING!

NOTHING MAKES THE MEGILLAH STORY SO CLEAR
THAN VIEWING IT THROUGH THE PRISM OF WINE!

CHARDON"NEIGH!"

ALL THE “MIRROR-CALLS” OF D)9 ARE “REFLECTED” IN THE “WARM-EFFECTS” OF WINE AND ITS POWER OF VINE-
AHAPOCHU... EVIL HAMAN V71> WHO REPRESENTS THE ULTIMATE EVIL, DID NOT REALIZE THAT Y7, WHICH IS EQUAL IN
mMIVN) TO @70 HAS A MATCHING 127003 IN 19X 2)Y, GRAPES FROM THE VINE. ALTHOUGH HE WAS THE INSTIGATOR,
}Dﬁ SUCCUMBED (WAS FOLIND “HIGH> TO THE “GRAPE DEPRESSION” WHICH REVEALED A HIDOEN, TOXIC, AND
VALUABLE LIQUID - WINE. XDV NTY-P) 11, THE FAMED WINE “ENTHUSIAST” (THE MORE WINE HE DRINKS, THE MORE
ENTHUSIASTIC HE GETS), ONCE EXPLAINED THAT ALTHOLGH HE HAS NO “PROOF” FROM T30 ABOUT “GRAPE JUICE”,
BUT WINE HAS »AN ALL-91P-LIKE” PROPERTY NOT FOUND IN OTHER FRUIT JUICES. EVERY CUP OF WINE IS LINKED
TOGETHER LIKE AN ALL—bﬂ“) [SIMILAR TO THE NIDID 7, EACH LEVEL OF REDEMPTION WAS PART OF THE OTHER]. WE
ARE TOGETHER AS ONE, IT DOESN'T MATTER IF THE DID IS HALF EMPTY OR HALF FULL, THERE'S ALWAYS CLEAR
SPACE FOR MORE. THE EVIL HAMAN V713> TRIED TO SHOW HOW THE JEWS WERE SCATTERED AND SEPARATED. Y71
AND TRNDN DEVISED A D'WINE PLAN THAT “SPIRIT"UALLY BROUGHT THE JEWISH NP TOGETHER. THE LETTERS IN THE
WORD “EVIL” WAS VINE-AHAPOCHU TO ETERNAL “LIVE” OF REUNITED ALL NI 777’
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Tzedakah in a

Stormy Sea

EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH

(v ,5 Mnw) .02>NWo1 HY 1937 ' NMIN NX NNY
To give Hashem’s donation to atone for your souls. (Shemos 30:15)

The Torah commands us to give half a shekel to

good will from Hashem.
Beis Hamikdash, as a kaparah for our souls. This is

because giving tzedakah has a special quality, more
than any other mitzvah, to protect us from dangers.
It says:

mnn XN I — Tzedakab saves from
death.!

All mitzvos do indeed bring life and blessing to a
person, as it says:

D0 Yipn i NRY - Fear of Hashem is
the source of life.?

And the Torah says about itself:

I 117 P92 01 X¥N OXXN 9 — He who
finds me has found life, and has attained

1 Mishlei 11:4.
2 Ibid 14:27.

But tzedakah has a special segulah in this regard.
Doing any other mitzvah will tip the Heavenly scales
in our favor, causing us to merit life. But tzedakah
even has the ability to save a person from harsh,
evil decrees, also when his zechuyos are not weighty
enough to tip the scales in his favor. This is because
tzedakah saves from death as a direct effect.

The world is a stormy sea. Its many dangers
surround us like menacing waves at every moment.
Torah and mitzvos are the ship in which a person
shelters from these dangers. If a person does aveiros,
he breaks the ship, and is thrown into the raging
waters that threaten to drown him. But if he has a
life raft, he can save his life even if his ship is wrecked
and he is in the water.

This life raft is the mitzvah of tzedakah. The

3 Ibid 8:35.



ordinary mitzvos that a person does will not save him

if his sins outnumber his merits. Only tzedakah can
do that. It rescues him even after evil decrees were
already decreed upon him.

When we encourage someone else to do a
mitzvah, this is the best thing in the world that
we can do for him. But if we present him with the
opportunity to give tzedakah, it is much greater than
that, because it is like saving his very life. Sometimes
this is literally true. There might be a gezeirah on a
person to undergo a serious accident or some other
tragedy, and Hashem, in His great mercy, sends to
him a poor person or a tzedakah representative to
knock on his door and put out a life raft for his

rescue.
It is really a mistake to treat someone asking for

a donation as a nuisance, and begrudgingly give him
a few coins. You should greet him with a big smile

IC T

and a lot of thank-yous, because he is bringing you
blessings and life, for you and your family.

mnn YRR IRIH 12Y oPa 3 Yy XY -
Wealth will not help on the day of Divine wrath, but
tzedakah will save from death.*

The “wealth” that “will not help” is the wealth
of mitzvoes. Even if a person has a lot of mitzvos, it
might not help when Heaven is angry with him. But
“‘tzedakah will save from death” even “on the day
of Divine wrath.” And the more a person gives, the
more he is saved, and it brings blessing and peace to
his home, as it says:

DYy apIx¥a awyn M - The act of
tzedakah will be peace.” o

4 Ibid 11:4.
5 Yeshayahu 32:17.

Don’t Break the Other One

(7,25 Mnw) .700n Y3y 07 WY DNy WK 7T 10 N 100

They quickly left the way that I commanded them; they made for themselves a molten

calf. (Shemos 32:8)

This may be compared to a king who told his servants, “Guard these two goblets for me,’
and they were very valuable objects. He said to them, “Be careful with them.”

As the king entered his palace, there was a calf standing at the entrance to the palace. It
gored the servant, and one goblet got broken. The servant was standing and shaking before

the king.

The king said to the servant, “Why are you shaking?” He answered, “Because the calf gored
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me and broke one of the two goblets.” The king replied, “If so, be aware and take care with

the second one!”

So said Hakadosh Baruch Hu: You poured two goblets at Sinai, Naaseb v’Nishma. You
broke Naaseb by making a calf before Me. Be careful about the Nishma. (Shemos Rabbah

27:9)

The Jewish people received two wondrous
gifts from Hashem. They are Naaseh and Nishma.
Naaseh means keeping the mitzvos, and Nishma
means learning the Torah. When the Jewish people
committed the sin of making the Golden Calf,
they broke the Naaseh. The gift of keeping mitzvos
broke, and mitzvah observance was no longer in a
perfected state. Hashem came and told them to be
careful about Nishma. As for the punishment for
breaking Naaseh, that will be worked out later. But
first of all, be careful about Nishma!

So says the Midrash quoted above.

I once heard a great person say that we can learn
from this Midyash that after Cheit Haeigel, the main
thinga Jew needs to do is Nishma, to learn the Torah.
We need to put all our strength and energy into
“taking care with the second one,” with ensuring that

the wonderful gift of Nishma will not be broken.

Today we see this to be true when we do kiruv.
If we take a Jew and explain to him the beauty of
Torah and mitzvoes, but we don’t set him up with a
regular learning schedule of Gemara or Shulchan
Aruch so he will be engaged in Torah study, in the
end he is likely to leave it all and walk away. Only
those who are drawn close to Judaism by Torah
learning, although it might take longer, in the end
they develop a taste for learning, and go on to build
wonderful families with wonderful children.

Throughout the generations, every Jew knew this
to be true and self-evident. The Rambam describes
for us how a working man used to structure his day:

If he engaged in a trade, he would do his
work for three hours a day, and engage in

Torah learning for nine.!

The Rambam lived hundreds of years ago, and

1 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Talmud Torah 1:12.

nowadays we don’t have many working men like
this. But we still remember the balebatim who
would get up before daybreak to learn Torah before
going to their jobs. There was no such thing for
them as learning less than three hours a day. These
working men would learn from four in the morning
until seven, before davening, and then they came
back from work at five in the afternoon, and learned
again. They knew clearly that this is how they need
to live their lives.

The biggest lie in the world is what we read
in “history books.” There are a lot of books that
describe the previous generations and tell of the lives
of the shzetl Jews. There is a book that describes a
Jew whose knowledge didn't extend much beyond
snufl. Another description recounts how one person
sneezed, and his friend said to him, “Gezunteit!” The
goal of the whole book is to describe what a narrow,
constricted life the previous generations lived, how
they didn’t know anything about the world at large.
This is a disgusting lie.

We need to understand that every Jew and
Jewess, until a hundred years ago, lived with great
valor. A biography about each one of them should
have been written, but we did not merit this. There
were “simple Jews” who finished Shas several times.

We read and see the descriptions of the severe
poverty that Jews suffered in the shzer/ of yesteryear.
But these descriptions say nothing of the beauty and
the joy that each simple Jew experienced in this state
of poverty.

In America, there is an expression, “The camera
doesn’t lie.” But I ask whether there is any bigger lie
than that of the camera? Let’s imagine a poor Jew
who bought a lottery ticket with his last pennies,
and won first prize, and didn’t have enough money
to travel to the big city to cash in his ticket. What
does he do? He walks.



Here he is, walking along in the blazing sun or
heavy snow for hours and hours, without proper

provisions, wearing tattered shoes.
And how does he feel?

Pay no attention to appearances. This Jew is
overflowing with happiness. He doesn’t notice the
hardships of the journey because he is focused on
his goal. He is a millionaire on his way to pick up

his riches.

Someone snaps a shot of this Jew trudging along
his difficult way, hunched over and dripping with
sweat. Does the picture depict him the way he really

is? The picture shows a tattered, battered poor Jew.

%RSHA TorIC

But in truth, he is a happy millionaire.

If someone would snap a shot of a Jewish shrez/,
it’s the same thing. He can’t photograph how a Jew
feels. Can someone describe how one feels after three
hours of good, energetic learning with geshmak?
The liveliness, the satisfaction, the intellectual
stimulation? Can someone describe what it’s like
to live in a shretl without telephones, without the
media, without newspapers, without anything, and
to live every day, all day only with the Torah and
with Hakadosh Baruch Hu? Can this be depicted?

It was obvious and self-evident to every Jew that
the Torah is our life, and in it we find Hashem and
eternity. ®

Torah is a Gift

(M ,&Y MNW) NP NN 2IW 410 773 IRK 9277 NP0 AWn DX 100

He gave to Moshe, as He finished speaking to him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of

testimony. (Shemos 31:18)

At first, Moshe learned Torah and forgot it, until it was given to him as a gift, as it

says, “He gave to Moshe, as He finished speaking to him.” (Nedarim 38a)

It’s the Same Torah Learned in Heaven

This teaching of Chazal needs some explanation.
What does it mean that Moshe Rabbeinu learned
and forgot until the Torah was given to him as a gift?

Let’s say Reuven comes into the beis midyash, goes
over to Shimon, and asks him a kasheb in Maseches
Eiruvin, daf 60. It’s been a while since Shimon
learned Eiruvin. Nevertheless, he takes a look at the
daf and gets back into the subject. He refreshes his
memory about what eiruvin are and how techumin
work. It takes a few long minutes, but eventually he
grasps the issue that Reuven posed to him, and even

gives a terutz.

So how could it be that Moshe Rabbeinu was

learning Torah and forgetting it all? He didn’t
remember anything from the last time he learned?
It had to be given to him as a gift??

The Mefarshim explain' that the Torah is on such
a lofty level that it “has no connection and contact
to a person.” Thus, Moshe was unable on his own
to know the Torah. Only when Hashem gave him
the Torah as a gift, when it came from Hashem, then
Moshe was able to know Torah.

Naturally speaking, it is totally impossible for
a word of Torah to get into a person’s head. Only
because Hashem gives and imparts Torah to us are

we able to understand it.

1 Maharal, Tiferes Yisrael ch. 50.



Let’s compare this with the other mitzvos. For

instance, Chazal say that Hashem puts on tefillin.?
It is obvious that the zefillin that Hashem puts on
are totally different from our zefsllin. The tefillin of
Hashem are completely above our comprehension,
and our fefillin are merely the result of the
downward transition of Hashem’s tefillin as they
transmuted from one world to the next until they
become something that we can comprehend. So it
is with every mitzvah. It descends from world to
world, continually transitioning until it reaches

our world.

But Torah undergoes no such downward
transition. The same Torah that Hakadosh Baruch

Hu recites and studies, we learn here in this world.

The Midyash says:

When Moshe ascended to heaven, he
heard the voice of Hakadosh Baruch Hu
sitting and studying the passage of parah
adumah, and citing halachah in the name
of the one who stated it: “R. Eliezer says,
“A ‘calf’ is up to a year old, and a ‘cow’ is

between one year and two years old....”

The same Torah with the same exact words that
we learn here in this world is learned by Hashem up

above.

Since the Torah undergoes no downward
transition, since it retains the same lofty level as in
its source, it was categorically impossible before the
Torah was given for a human being to intellectually
comprehend a single word of it. “Torah is Hakadosh
Baruch Hu.” Even the simplest word of Torah, such
as, “he said,” was beyond human grasp, because it is

Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

W, too, after the Torah was given, when we learn
a daf Gemara, are actually in the heavens above.
When we learn a sugya and are able to say a sevara in
it, this is the greatest wonder that could possibly be

in the world. The Kadmonim describe this wonder

2 Berachos 6a.
3 Bemidbar 19:7.

by the esoteric concept called zzimtzum. So to speak,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu contracts His unknowable
supernal glory and enters a person’s head.

Learning Torah is Unique

There is something unique to learning Torah.
Besides the mitzvah that one fulfills by studying
the Torah, like other positive mitzvos that a
person does (such as hearing shofar, taking a lulav,
etc) the learner is at that moment with Hashem
Himself.

Whenever a talmid chacham sits and
reads and recites and studies the Torah,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu sits across from Him
and reads and recites.*

Every word of Torah that a person learns, Hashem
places it in his mouth, so to speak.

This is such a wondrous thing that we even make
a special berachah over it. Since we have no way to
describe this wonder, we just say %on 12 9n2 wx
oyl — “He chose us from among all the nations.”
This matter is something that cannot be described
in words, so we describe it only by saying that a non-
Jew has no connection to it.

The berachab of 1N DNy Hon 131 N2 WX
MNN DX 1Y is not a blessing over the mitzvah of
Torah study, but over the unique attachment of a
Jew to Hashem. The Rambam rules’ that a non-Jew
is permitted to fulfill all the mizzvos of the Torah,
with the exception of two mitzvos: Shabbos and
Torah learning. A non-Jew who studies Torah is, in
principle, liable for the death penalty.® A non-Jew
cannot attach to Hashem Himself.

WhenaJewsitsandlearns Torah, heis, so tospeak,
sitting next to the Kisei Hakavod with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu, and learning. That’s simply the way it
is. We have no idea what this actually means, but we
believe that this is what Torah learning essentially

4 Tanna d'Vei Eliyahu Rabbah ch. 18.
5 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Melachim 10:9-10.
6 See Sanhedrin 59a.
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is. When we learn Torah, a unique connection to
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is formed.

This is why, in every generation up to this very

day, the essential point of a Jew is Torah learning.
Because the essential point of a Jew is Hakadosh

Baruch Hu, and “Torah is Hakadosh Baruch Hu.”

Torah is by Chesed

Accordingly, what does a person need to
do in order to merit Torah knowledge and
understanding?

When we knowledge and
understanding in the Amidah, we conclude the
berachah by saying Chonen hadaas, “He Who
graciously bestows intellect.” Why does the special

daven for

expression ‘chonen” appear only here, and not,
for example, in the blessing of Refaeinu? Because
Torah is such a precious thing that no one ever
merited understanding and knowing a word of it
on his own. It is always a gracious gift, a matnas
chinam.

The Torah is compared to a singular diamond
that is simply priceless. There are diamonds that cost
ahundred thousand dollars, there are rare diamonds
that are worth a million, but there is a diamond that
has no price tag. The ownership of such a diamond
will not pass from one person to another for all the
money in the world. There is only one way to get
the diamond, and that is by gift. Only if the owner
graciously bestows the diamond upon he whom he
wishes.

When we pray for deah, binah v'haskel, when
we request Torah knowledge and understanding,
we ask for it by the words choneinu me’itcha. We
ask Hashem to bestow it upon us as a gracious
gift.

Because even if the holy Chasam Sofer would
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come, or even the holy Abaye, with all the mitzvos
he did all his life, and would say, “Ribono shel Olam,
I saved millions of Jews from death.” Or, “I brought

millions of Jews back to Torah observance.” And, on
this basis, he would request of Hashem, “Please give
me, in return, the understanding of one Mishnah in
Bava Kama!”

There is no chance for such a request to be
granted. One Mishnah in Bava Kama is worth more
than all the wealth in the world. It is worth more
than all the mizzvos in the world. There is only one
way to get it and that is by choneinu, by a gracious
gift.

The blessing of Chonen hadaas is also special in
that it begins with an introduction: DIXY 11117 NX
1. The other blessings of the Amidah do not have
such an introduction. This is because we don’t even
dare to ask for Torah knowledge and understanding.
Chazal say about Torah learning:

Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to the Jewish
people: I sold you My Torah, and, so to
speak, I was sold along with it.”

Would a person go before a king and request,

“Would you please give me yourself?”

So when we stand before Hashem in prayer, we
offer a little introduction: ny7T DIXY 110 ANX -
“You graciously bestow intellect upon people.” You,
Hashem, make it possible for a person to receive
Torah. You do this as an act of graciousness. Since
You are giving out this wondrous gift, please give it
to me, too!

If not that Hashem graciously gives out this gift,
we could not even ask for Torah knowledge and
understanding, because it can come only as a gift
from Heaven. o

7 Shemos Rabbah 33:1.
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