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Collateral
(%3,17) :190 1IORIZ MR T2 0NN NTAY NYH 297Y TR YR NTYN 12UN YR TIPd NYR
HRIY? LY JIMNY HY 11270 22V PVNMY WTPNRY 117 ,00MPa 1Y - 199N 19VNN "

Rashi explains that the reason why the pasuk repeats the word Mishkan two times is an allusion to the two times that the
Bais Hamikdosh was destroyed, as a mashkon — a collateral — because of the sins of Klal Yisrael.

We see from Rashi that the Churban Bais Hamikdosh wasn’t just a punishment, it was taken as a mashkon so that Klal Yisrael
would do teshuvah. When a person borrows money, the lender will often take something precious from the borrower, such
as an expensive piece of jewelry or family heirloom that he knows the borrower will not want to relinquish. This serves as
a guarantee that the borrower will pay up and not let the lender keep the mashkon.

So too, the Bais Hamikdosh was destroyed in order to serve as a collateral. Klal Yisrael would never want to give up the
Mishkan, and therefore, there is a guarantee that we will ultimately do teshuvah to get it back.

From this Rashi we see the importance of being metzapeh for the geulah. If Klal Yisrael at some point in galus would be
meyayesh from getting back the Mikdash and would lose interest ch”v, then the taking of the Mishkan no longer serves as
an incentive and it lost its value as a mashkon. In that case, the entire purpose of the Churban — to serve as a mashkon —
has become irrelevant!

The Power of Self-Worth

19721 2R TARD NAND HY DNR DY? HRIY? N2 NINYHY DNIN MRS NNHNAN 20T NYAYN NADN DHYD NIRNN 1PN
(1-1,09) :NYHTIR ‘N NN TYRD HRIY? 125
The Meshech Chochmah points out that 787wt 1127 101 literally means that the avnei miluim serve as a reminder for bnei
Yisrael, not of Bnei Yisrael. He explains that just as Yosef strengthened himself not to fall to the test of Eishes Potifar by

reminding himself that he is destined to be inscribed in the choshen, so too the fact that the Shevatim are inscribed on the
choshen is supposed to serve as a reminder to our chashivus and prevent us from sin.

The most powerful way for a person to stay away from cheit is through building up erech atzmo, realizing how chashuve
and important you are in the eyes of Hashem. Rabbeinu Yonah, in his Sefer Shaarei Avodah writes that the first step in
avodas Hashem is the recognition of erech atzmo. The fact that Klal Yisrael is inscribed in the choshen demonstrates our
chashivus and when we recognize that, we can withstand all the nisyonos the Yetzer Hara throws at us, just like Yosef
Hatzadik.
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Not “Himself”

(rv ,10) :NPY 12 INR ‘N MY YR Y92 NYh YN

Rav Tzvi Hersh Levenson, the son-in-law of the Chofetz Chaim was a tremendous tzaddik. Once, a bachur in Radin was
conscripted to join the army in the middle of the winter. Noticing this bachur’s torn and tattered shoes, Rav Hersh forced the
bachur to switch shoes with him, leaving Rav Hersh’s feet unprotected from the bitter winter cold. Soon after, Rav Hersh
became sick, and never recovered. He was niftar shortly afterwards.

On the first Yartzeit, the Chofetz Chaim spoke. He asked why does the Torah repeat over and over again in Parshas Pekudei
nwn NN ‘N NIX NI, The pesukim are clearly talking about Moshe, why can’t it just say InIx nix T1wN), like Hashem
commanded him?

The Chofetz Chaim answered because Moshe Rabbeinu had no “him”, no Ani, no zich. Moshe didn’t have his own ratzon, he
was completely dedicated to the ratzon Hashem and that is why the Torah specifically doesn’t refer to Moshe Rabbeinu as
“him.” Moshe related to himself in third person, as if Moshe was someone else, not himself.

The Rambam (Hilchos Teshuvah 5:2) writes nwn2a Ni'n? OTN 72 212, anyone can become like Moshe Rabbeinu. The Chofetz
Chaim explained that it means to this point, that a person can fully negate himself to the ratzon Hashem and completely be
mevatel himself to ratzon Hashem, just like Moshe Rabbeinu. And this, added the Chofetz Chaim, was the level his son-in-
law Rav Hersh had reached.
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== Seudah Stories

Pesach Stories about Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”I

He Before My Hiddurim

Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l for many years would bake in the same bakery. One year he heard that a different bakery had
more hiddurim so he said that he wants to bake there. When it came time to bake matzos, though, he went back to the
original bakery. He explained that if he switches bakeries, then many others will do so as well and it will cause a loss
of parnassah to the original bakery. And he would rather have matzah with less hiddurim and not cause someone a loss
of parnassah.

Rav Moshe’s Seder

Rabbi Michael Shurkin, a former talmid of Rav Moshe describes how when he was in yeshiva, there was a homeless beggar
who used to come by sometimes and ask for help. Once, before Pesach, he saw this individual approach Rav Moshe and
ask “May | join you for the seder?" Rav Moshe replied that it should be okay, but he will check with his Rebbetzin. After
Pesach, Rabbi Shurkin was very curious as to what ended up happening with this beggar and asked him how his seder went.
The man replied "No one makes a seder like Rabbi Feinstein!"

Medication on Pesach

For many years on erev Pesach a certain elderly woman would call Rav Moshe to find out if her medication was chametz
or she could take it on Pesach. One year the phone call didn’t come, and Rav Moshe picked up the phone and called the
woman himself to let her know that she can take her medication.

Humble as Dust?

Rav Bentzion Abba Shaul zt”/ related the following story:

There was a certain yid who finished burning his chametz on erev Pesach, and started to recite Ko/ Chamirah, which states
that his chametz should be nullified and considered like the dust of the earth. Standing nearby was a talmid chacham who
quickly turned to the man and said “You don't really mean like the dust of the earth, right?” The man was confused; what
did the talmid chacham mean, what was he trying to say?

The talmid chacham continued, “There is another place in davening where we say that something should be like dust — all
the way at the end of shemoneh esrei we say that my nefesh should be like dust to everyone, n'nn 227 19va 'waal. We ask
Hashem that we should we should be humble like the dust which everybody steps on.”

“Yesterday, when you finished davening, | noticed that a person standing next to you accidentally stepped on your foot,
and you got extremely upset with him and reacted with real anger. At that moment your reaction showed that you consider
yourself to be chashuv and do not yet have true anavah. And if you say that your nefesh is like dust, then to you dust must
be a davar chashuv.
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“If so,” concluded the talmid chacham, “How you how are you able to be mevatel your chametz by making make it like dust
of the earth —a davar chashuv in your eyes?”

How We Baked Matzah in a Nazi Labor Camp

As thousands of Jews were being sent to their deaths on a daily basis, Yaakov Friedman, Moshe Goldstein, and Rav Yekusiel
Halberstam (the Klausenburger Rebbe) had the bravery and presence of mind to secure matzah for Pesach of 1945.

Here is Moshe Goldstein's account of the amazing turn of events that afforded them the ability to observe the mitzvah of
matzah amidst abysmal suffering and death:

“In the days preceding Pesach, the War was nearing its end. The relentless droning of American aircraft filled the German
skies, followed by the whistling hail of bombs that pounded the Miihldorf railway complex into rubble.

Spared of destruction were the nearby forced labor camps where we toiled under the harshest conditions. We prisoners
celebrated this mighty display of Allied destruction, but the anxiety of our German overseers ran high. The railway was vital
to the war efforts, and orders were issued to immediately repair the damage. The Germans decided to send a group of 12
Jewish slaves to begin the cleanup.

| volunteered to go. | knew the work would be excruciating but | hoped that perhaps | would find some food amidst the
rubble.

We arrived at a scene of utter devastation. Freight cars lay on their sides, smoke rising from gaping holes. Stretches of
railing were ripped off the ground and tossed aside in twisted heaps. Nearly every building suffered extensive damage. It
was clear some of the cars were unrepairable.

| managed to disappear between the rows of trains that were still upright. It took a while, but | eventually found a boxcar
from Hungary loaded with wheat in burlap sacks. Wheat! And so close to Pesach! Hashem had granted us a good start, but
how could | possibly smuggle the wheat into the camp?

| knew | did not have much time and | needed to think of a way to bring in as much wheat as possible without the guards
knowing. Lugging the sacks through the main gates didn’t even occur to me; the wheat would be confiscated and | would
be shot without a second thought.

| rummaged around some more, and discovered two pairs of pants. | put them on and cinched the bottoms around my
ankles with some rope. | was then able to pour a small quantity of wheat into the space between the two pairs of pants.
Once my legs were filled with as much wheat as | dared carry, | began the long walk back to the camp.

The bombings left the Germans rattled and fearful, and for the initial days following the air raid, the inspection of prisoners
at camp gates was enforced almost half-heartedly. | was thus able to smuggle in a fairly large amount of wheat.

We had wheat, but now what?
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R’ Sender Direnfeld, a fellow inmate and a Belzer Chassid, offered to hide the wheat, and amazingly, he managed to keep it
away from prying German eyes.

Later, an old mill was procured from somewhere. We ground the wheat in the dead of night, and using a clean piece of
cloth, sifted the flour from grit.

Next, we needed fuel for a fire.

During one stint in the field, | asked everyone to find a stick and carry it back to the camp. The branches were conspicuous
and caught the attention of a German guard. He motioned me over.

“Why is everyone with a stick?”
“What difference does it make? People want to walk around with a stick,” | answered.
We had flour and we had fuel. We were ready to bake matzah.

One night just before Passover, we set about baking matzah. Near the barrack door stood a prisoner, standing guard with
fearful eyes.

We lit a fire under a metal can which functioned as our oven, and the matzah baking—under Nazi noses—began. The
Rebbe, Rav Yaakov, and | mixed the flour and kneaded the dough. We worked quickly, not only because of the strict
eighteen-minute limit, but also because of the ever-present danger of being caught. We ended up with twenty small
matzahs.

On Pesach night, after returning from work, our small group sat down for the seder. On wooden slats around us lay sleeping
bodies, exhausted from the relentless work. For those celebrating, the hardships of the Holocaust and daily camp life melted
away as we experienced the geulah from Mitzrayim. Unable to sit for long, we each ate a kezayis of matzah, the taste of
tears mingling with the matzah crumbs in our mouths.

We could not sit leisurely and recite the Haggadah, but in those moments we each davened—more fervently than ever
before or ever since—the words that still ring in my ears: “L’shanah Habah B’Yerushalayim.”

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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The Saraph of Brisk
Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”| (1818 - 1898)

Yahrtzeit nav "2

Continued from last week...

Rav Yehoshua Leib accorded the utmost respect to yeshiva students. In Lomza, he assured that they were assigned to eat
their meals at the homes of people who respected and appreciated talmidei chachomim. Upon learning that one host was
not treating his student-guest with the proper deference, he summoned the man to his home and scolded him accordingly.
One of the communal leaders of Yerushalayim was once sitting at Rav Yehoshua Leib’s table, when a poor, shabbily dressed
young kollel student entered the room. Rav Yehoshua Leib stood up while the other man remained seated. Rav Yehoshua
Leib objected and told him, “Stand up for this ben yeshiva!”

He fully participated in the pain of every individual Jew, literally fulfilling the commandment of loving one’s neighbor as
oneself. An impoverished woman once came to Rav Yehoshua Leib to ask him to daven for her young son, who was in
critical condition. He agreed, and asked her to update him on her son’s progress. When the boy began improving, the
woman returned to him. Before she had even reached his door, the neighbors rushed up to her to ask how her son was
feeling. She replied joyfully that he was much better. Apparently, the matter was of such import to the Rav that even the
neighbors knew of his concern for the boy’s welfare. When Rav Yehoshua Leib heard the good news, he raised his hands
toward Heaven and cried out, “Blessed is He and blessed is His Name!” A beggar once came to ask him to daven for his
daughter who had become deaf. Rav Yehoshua Leib lifted his eyes heavenward and sighed deeply, “Don’t inflict a double
burden.”

R’ Yechezkel was a devout and upright Jew who merited the privilege of supplying Rav Yehoshua Leib with vegetables. R’
Yechezkel contracted tuberculosis, and the illness sapped his strength. His business dwindled to nothing. To the family’s
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surprise, the Yerushalmi milk man offered to bring them a quantity of fresh goats’ milk, known to be especially beneficial
for tuberculosis patients. The milkman continued to supply the daily milk for a longtime, without accepting a penny. On
the day that Rav Yehoshua Leib passed away, the supply stopped. He had anonymously been paying for the milk from his
own pocket.

He was especially careful not to cause people even a hint of embarrassment or pain. Once, his attendant inadvertently put
salt instead of sugar into Rav Yehoshua Leib’s tea. Since the doctor had prescribed that the Rav use large quantities of sugar
to increase his energy, the attendant put several heaping spoons of salt into the glass he served to the Rav after his Motzei
Shabbos shiur. Rav Yehoshua Leib sipped the tea without showing the slightest sign of distaste. When the Rebbitzen
discovered the error, she quickly cleared away his glass. She later asked him how he could ingest such a salty drink which
could be harmful to his health. He answered, “What? And shame a Jew in public?”

R’ Leib, an elderly Yerushalmi, ate his meals for a period of time at Rav Yehoshua Leib’s home. R’ Leib found it difficult to
eat, for most of his teeth were missing. Rav Yehoshua Leib sat next to him, separating the soft part of the bread from the
crust, giving it to R’ Leib, slice after slice, with fatherly concern. One of Rav Yehoshua Leib’s talmidim was charged with
guarding the wheat which the Rav used for matzos. One year the talmid passed away, and Rav Yehoshua Leib’s relatives
suggested that he transfer the wheat to another talmid’s home for safekeeping. Rav Yehoshua Leib would not hear of it;
such an act, he explained, would add to the bereaved widow’s already painful loss. Rav Yehoshua Leib once learned that R’
Zevulun Charlap, the administrator of the Suvalk Kollel, was living in dire poverty and refused to accept wages for his work.
Rav Yehoshua Leib summoned R’ Zevulun and commanded him to take a monthly salary. Otherwise, he warned, he, too,
would forfeit his monthly stipend. Upon hearing this, R’ Zevulun agreed to accept a salary.

To be continued...

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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1. Which measurement, found in this week’s nwn9, is only used in one instance
the n7n?

2. What weighed more, the 7710 or one of the D TN?
3. What in the yown was made from n55m, ya)Ix and »v ny>n but not ww?
4. Where is >nwY's name found in this week’s nw19?% (R’ . Deutsch)

5. To which part of the yown did all of YNv> 5595 contribute equally?
a. Explain the mathematical calculation how the contribution of
600,000 Yidden equaled the amount needed.
b. What do the Ypwn n>8nn have to do with ©19?
Bonus: How do the ©opw of the b »2 equal to the 10,000
qo 753 of yn?

6. | am an object of value,”
In MWKI1 990, | was given once,
In the NN, | was given twice,
| am found numerous times in the yown,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwn9,
Who am I?

7. lwas the last of four,
then | was the last of two,
but | was first to receive a position of honor,
Even so, it was the third that was given the greatest honor.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

Need a hint?

' The weight of the DX are found in this week’s nvM9. The weight of the mn is found in NN NwHa.
2 with different mTp>

* DY N7aM2) 10 4T R9IN DN Y

*laman object of nia'wn




Answers

1. A ;. It is the measurement of the ywin. (It used four times to describe the ywn. Twice this
week’s Nv19 and twice in msn)

2. At first glance it seems they weighed the same. Each y1x weighed a 795 as it says TN 995
(35,n9). By th n7n it also says it weighed a (wy,n2 995. However, if one analyzes the 709 it says
N9NRN D951 Y5 NN NNX YY) NNV 20T 795, WA explains the N N was a 955 only together with
its ©Yo. If so the N9 was less than a 995, (However the y7an3 based on the ') learns the
NN itself was a 155)

3. The o1 of the D yn.
4. (30,0V9) 2N NYIV NV

5. The oyn.
a) There were 100 DTN
- Every yid gave a bpwn msnn. This means they gave a total of 300,000 oYpv.
- Every one of the 07X weighed a 955 which equaled 3,000 opv.
- 100 o7 x 3,000 o¥opvw = 300,000 0opw
b) The /93 says SN DY DOPYW LIPYD 13N TNYY DNYN 71 IIRY M 99 1T N2) ¥pH v 1IN
YOPYI \OPY DYTPN T9%95. The Ypwin ndsnn counteracted the ©¥opw that yan gave to vinwnX.
c) OMnin .30 97 N says (as explained by the n7a) that the dNw» %1 gave 100 155 of oopw
each year. The 0opw were given by men 20 years and older. A person lives on average 70 years
(MY DAY NNY M), This means DXV Y95 which was 600,000 men gave 100 955 x 50 years =
5,000 955. The Y8 »2 gave wNpn Ypw which is double regular o5pw. Therefore their 5,000
VNP 795 equal 10,000 regular 155.

6. lam an object of value,
In MYNI2 99D, | was given once,
In the N9, | was given twice,
I am found numerous times in the youn,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwn9,
Who am I?

7. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

We were first mentioned in ">, - when describing the rivers that branched out of y1y 1 (20,2)
Two of us were famously used for the n»n5 >3, - on the shoulders

But in truth three of us were used. - a third was in the ywin (5,n5)

We are mentioned in this week’s nwAa.

Who are we? - DNV NN

,AIRY YT 12 RN PYY NTIIAR — INHY IR
Y"1 10910 TOIYR 12 TIT PR ,0”Y ApY TIT N2 191 1972 ,97T DNIAR 12 YIRY 1YY

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNWY NMatn Ho©
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Pischei Parsha — Pekudei — HaChodesh

Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings
RIDDLES

How did the choshen save someone from an aveirah, before it was even made?
When the wife of Potifar tried to convince Yosef to sin, he saw an image of Yaakov saying, “Do you want your
name to be erased from the choshen?”"

Name 3 things that the Kohein Gadol wore on his head.
o Tzitz
e Mitznefes
e Tefillin shel rosh?

On what date were the items of the mishkan completed (but not yet assembled), and how is this hinted
to in the phrase, “pwn nTay % 01,2 “All the work of the mishkan was completed”?
The gematria of this phrase equals that of, “3na1 17022 nwnni owya,” “On the 251 of Kislev it was completed.™

Why would HAVING the mishkan perhaps make Bnei Yisrael MORE likely to do aveiros?

They might do aveiros, and rely on the mishkan to get kaparah. After already mentioning that we followed
Moshe’s charge to build the mishkan, the Torah repeats that we followed Moshe’s instructions, to stress that
even when we had access to a means of kaparah, we did not rely on it, rather, we continued following
everything that Moshe told us.?

Chazak Chazak V’Nischazeik! — Take a guess: Sefer Shemos contains how many...
pesukim? (1209)
parshios? (11)
sedarim? (29) (Sedarim reflect a system of dividing Tanach which predates the secular introduction of
the commonly used “perakim,” and which relates to the 3 year /aining cycle which existed in Eretz
Yisrael, mentioned in Megillah 29b.6)
pesuchos? (69)
sesumos? (95)

JUST CURIOUS

Compare the mishkan, the first Beis HaMikdash, and the second Beis HaMikdash. Which had the most
expensive construction? Which had the greatest level of Hashra’as HaShechina (presence of
Hashem)?

When analyzing the Torah’s careful accounting of the contributions made towards the mishkan, we notice that
although much precious metal was included in its construction, it was far surpassed by the amount used to
build the first Beis HaMikdash, which was then eclipsed by the physical magnificence of the second Beis
HaMikdash. Yet, the Shechina was more present in the mishkan than in the first Beis HaMikdash, and wasn’t
present at all in the second. Clearly, it is not the physical grandeur of a building which attracts the presence of
Hashem, but rather the level of those who congregate there.”
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How did they make thread out of gold, for the bigdei kehunah?
They would hammer the gold to form extremely thin sheets, and then slice extremely skinny pieces, which
could be used like thread.®

The phrase “mp™? wTp,” “Holy to Hashem,” was written on the tzitz in 2 lines, with Hashem’s name on
the TOP line, and the phrase, “2 wTj7” on the BOTTOM line. Why was it written “out of order”?°
e This arrangement enabled us to avoid putting a word before the name of Hashem.®
e This arrangement indicates that Hashem is above everything."
e The choshen and the tzitz are read together, as one sentence, from the BOTTOM UP, stating that the
shevatim (whose names were on the choshen) are kodesh to Hashem.?

The phrase “Kodesh LaShem” was written on the tzitz. To whom or what does that phrase refer — who
or what was “kodesh”?
The Kohein Gadol."®
The shevatim, whose names are on the choshen.
The Kohein Gadol's mind and neshama: the tzitz rested in proximity to his sense of vision and ability to
hear, which should all be kodesh and dedicated to Hashem.®
The korbanos: in case they become tamei, the tzitz “fixes” them and makes them “n%7 wTjp.”16

Regarding the tzitz, the Chachamim hold that the phrase, “Kodesh LaShem” was written on two lines.
Rebbe Eliezer argued, and held that this phrase was written on one line, because he SAW it that way
on the tzitz which was being held in Rome. How could anyone disagree with him, if he actually SAW it?
o Although “Kodesh LaShem” is SUPPOSED to be written on 2 lines, b’dieved, the tzitz is acceptable if
they wrote it on one line, and this occasionally occurred.”
e The Chachamim did not diverge from what they knew to be the correct halacha, despite a witness to
the contrary in practice.'®

No one was able to assemble the mishkan, until Moshe did it himself. Why didn’t the Leviim do it as a
team, like they did every time they camped?

The assembly of the mishkan was supposed to parallel the creation of the world: just like Hashem did so alone,
before the creation of any malachim, He wanted Moshe to assemble the mishkan unassisted.'®

Why does the word “maseches” mean a section of the Torah SheBe’al Peh? What is the root of this
word?
e Itis derived from the term, “nnon 70n,”?° which describes the curtain placed in the entrance of the
mishkan, because Torah SheBe’al Peh allows one entrance to the Torah SheBiksav.?!
e ltis derived from the term, “|"xn 7v n01,”?? which describes the paroches which protected the aron and
the luchos within it, because the Torah SheBe’al Peh protects one from erring in his understanding of

810" "uN
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Torah SheBiksav. Also, one must pass through the paroches to access the Shechina within the Kodesh
HaKodoshim, and one must likewise learn Torah SheBe’al Peh in order to receive the Shechina in olam
haba.??

It is derived from the term “ny' non,”?* which means “mixing wine,” because every masechta is a
mixture of different dinim, which are interdependent, shed light on each other, and are best understood
when learned in this context.?®

It is derived from the term, “nyenn ny....2 8N DK,”?® which relates to weaving, because all the dinim of a
given topic are woven together into a single masechta.?’

It is derived from the term, “n' n'n'712 701,722 which means “covered,” because the Mishna is “covered”
and can only be understood by learning the Gemara.?®

It is derived from the term, “72x7w' yvnwi n20n,”* which means, “listen,” because Torah SheBe’al Peh
was handed down orally.3"

It is derived from the term, “nyen 70171"%?, which indicates royalty, and refers to the regal nature of
talmidei chachamim.33

Where did they put the luchos before the aron was ready?
Moshe kept them in a wooden box, in his tent.3*

The pesukim say that Moshe set up the mizbeach hazahav, brought ketores®, set up the mizbeach
hachitzon, brought a korban olah and a korban mincha®®, and THEN set up the kiyor and the chatzeir of
the mishkan. How could he do those avodos before the mishkan was even finished?

The pesukim mean that he set up the mizbechos upon which he would LATER do these avodos, but he did not
do any avodah yet, for it would be like doing avodah outside of the mishkan.3"

IN YOUR OPINION

Is it bad to waste time? Why? What about wasting money?

From the careful “accounting” of the materials collected for the mishkan, we learn to make an accounting
regarding the resources which Hashem gave us. Are we using all of our time, money, and abilities to serve
Hashem, or are we chas v’shalom wasting these precious gifts on “investments” that don’t have much
meaningful return?38

Imagine if your teacher or employer would hang up your picture with the words, “Student/Employee of
the Month.” How would this affect your performance?

The stones of the choshen are called “avnei zikaron liBnei Yisrael,” “Stones of remembering for Bnei Yisrael,”
because WE are supposed to remember that our names are engraved before Hashem. This will help us
recognize our greatness, cling to Hashem, and feel embarrassed to do aveiros.®
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If generous donors contribute to the construction of a shul or yeshiva, and a celebratory dinner is held,
who should give the “thank you” speech?

Really, the donors should thank the institution for giving them the opportunity to partner in such a worthwhile
project. The Torah stresses that despite this reality, Moshe gave a beracha to the donors, Bnei Yisrael, that the
Shechina should dwell in the mishkan which they funded.*°

Did you ever work very hard on a project, and eventually you “finished,” but you still felt that really
there was more that could be done?

The Torah describes the completion of the individual parts of the mishkan, and also describes that Moshe
finished assembling the mishkan as a whole. In both cases, the Torah uses the shoresh, “n'7>.”4' Regarding the
PARTS of the mishkan, Unkelos translates this word as meaning, “n'7w,” indicating that they were “whole” and
perfect, having been designed by Hashem. However, regarding Moshe’s involvement, Unkelos uses the term,
“rery,” “cut,” indicating that Moshe ceased to work despite not totally completing his task. As limited humans,
we eventually conclude our involvement with a project, but can never say that we have perfected every
possible aspect of it.*2

Have you ever gotten stuck and frustrated by something, which, in the end, wound up actually helping
you?

When Bnei Yisrael stopped and camped, the Torah calls it “traveling,” because each stop led to the next stage
of their journey.*3
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Parshas HaChodesh

“Mishenichnas Adar marbim b’simcha” — “When Adar begins, we increase our simcha.” When does
this end?

The simcha at this time of year is due to the miraculous days of Purim AND Pesach.** Sounds like we still have
time left!

Although Pesach isn’t until the 15" of Nissan, the beginning of Nissan contains yomim tovim as well.
How so?

During the inauguration of the mishkan, the nesiim brought their korbanos throughout the first 12 days of
Nissan. When each nasi brought his korban, that day was a yom tov for him. Therefore, we don’t say tachanun
on these days. When one considers the additional omission of tachanun on Erev Pesach, Pesach, and Isru
Chag, it turns out that tachanun is omitted during most of Nissan, so we make the whole month kadosh and
omit tachanun throughout the entire month.4®

On Shabbos morning, we will reference Rosh Chodesh Nissan 3 times during laining. When?
e The mishkan was assembled on Rosh Chodesh Nissan of Bnei Yisrael's second year in the midbar.*®
e Parshas HaChodesh was said to Moshe and Aharon on Rosh Chodesh Nissan in Mitzrayim.4’
o The haftarah of Parshas HaChodesh describes the inauguration of the third Bais Hamikdash, which will
occur on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.*®

The year which spanned from the Rosh Chodesh Nissan described in Parshas HaChodesh, to the one
described in Parshas Pekudei, was a very intense year for Bnei Yisrael. Can you name all the events
which occurred?
e Korban Pesach
Makkas bechoros
Yetzias mitzrayim
Krias Yam Suf
Hashem sweetened the water in Marah for Bnei Yisrael
We received some mitzvos in Marah
We received the mann and the slav
We received water in Masa U’'Mriva
Milchemes Amaleik
Maamad Har Sinai
Chet HaEigel
Moshe appointed judges
The collection for, and building of, the mishkan
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CHAYEING

A Life of Truth
‘/‘/eek ly Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

Shabbos Inspiration AN’ byin naa

Recap: Mendy was a ten-year-old boy who grew up in Russia during the times of the Cantonist Decrees. To avoid being chapped,
he pretended to be deranged. His ruse worked, and he received the appropriate official certificate. N1n 7112 WiTpn n¥1, and a
gentile neighbor, Akadi, who bared a grudge against Mendy’s father, was determined to get Mendy snatched. Mendy went into
hiding in the countryside a few hours away from where he lived.

Mendy’s father, Yosef Ber, had a friendly gentile neighbor named Boris, who was a worker of his. Boris appreciated Yosef
Ber’s generous pay, and the respectful way in which Yosef Ber treated him. In turn, he considered Yosef Ber a friend, and
despised the Czar’s cruel persecution towards the Jews. He tried to convince Akadi to stop obsessing about Mendy. It was
a very brave move, and Akadi considered him a traitor for it. Pesach was coming, and Akadi was still waiting for an
opportunity to trap Mendy. 1wy nVa1IX7 1iX, Yosef Ber had just done his ynn np'13, and he stepped out of his house for a
moment.! Boris approached him. Yosef Ber smiled. “Boris, how are you? | am happy to see you. Actually, | can use your
help. Do you have some extra time tonight? Of course, I'll pay you for your time.” “Yosef Ber, you pay me plenty. You don’t
have to pay me for my time.” “No, no, no. | insist on paying. There’s no reason you have to do me any favors for free. |
want to bring out my boat.” “Oh yes!” Boris exclaimed, “It is before Pesach, | forgot! You always go to your Rebbe, the
rabbi of Sanz, right?” Yosef Ber nodded, “Yes, Boris. | just need some help getting my boat out of the shed, and bringing it
over to the river’s edge. Will you come along with me and help me, Boris?” Boris smiled, “It is not necessary, Yosef Ber. |
will do it myself. | am going fishing with some of my friends. | will take your boat out of the shed, put it into the water, and
tie it to the dock.” “Thank you, Boris. Thank you. You are a true friend.” “So are you. By the way... let me just check to
make sure no one’s listening — if your son Mendy plans to come home for Pesach, | would be extra careful. You see, Akadi
is...” Yosef Ber rejoined, “I know. He’s standing by the window just waiting to see my son, and then...” “Well, we know
what he wants to do. | just thought | would warn you.” “Thank you very much Boris. That was very brave of you. |
appreciate your friendship.” Yosef Ber shook his head from side to side. Boris is right, that Akadi hasn’t moved from the
window. He’s just waiting for Mendy to come back and be trapped. Meanwhile, | will see how Mendy is doing.

Yosef Ber rode over to Mendy’s hiding place and announced his presence, “Mendy, please come out! It's me, your father.”
“Oh, father, how are you, and how is mother? | miss you so much! I’'m sure that you’re going to Sanz like you do every
year to get nixn for the 1T0. Will you be going again this year?” His father sighed heavily. “No. | have to stay home.”
“Why?” asked Mendy. “Listen to me Mendy,” Yosef Ber said. There was a faraway look in his eyes. “Things are too
dangerous at home for me to go away, but | want you to go. You will take the boat to Sanz.” Mendy’s lips trembled, “But
I’'m frightened, father, | don’t know how to handle the boat on my own.” Gazing lovingly at his son, Reb Yosef Ber said, “I
will teach you. Please do this for me. Akadi is staring out the window just waiting to trap you. | want you to go to Sanz and
to stay there for a while. You will go to the Rebbe, the nvn '1;7[,2 and ask him for the three nixn. You will tell him the
whole story, and you will eat the nixn for me in Sanz.” Mendy cried, “But father, I’'m going to miss you and Mommy by
the 1 T0!” Reb Yosef Ber hugged his son, “I know, we will miss you as well, but you know something, Mendy? A Yid has to
be 72pn whatever the axn is at the moment. This is the way it is, so it’s the Dwn [iX], and let’s be happy with that.” Reb
Yosef Ber accompanied Mendy to the river side. By the time they got there it was morning. Yosef Ber bade his son, “Good
bye, Mendy. Don’t be frightened about being alone on the water.” Mendy seemed to relax, and he took a deep breath,
“The D%iv 7¥ 1ia7 is on the water as well.” “Yes, Mendy,” Reb Yosef Ber nodded, “A freilechen Pesach.”

! Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim #427, Dial-A-Shiur
2 12¥n npYna7n o' a0 was the nxY"inTRn 772 in the Poland and Galitzia of his time. He was known for his gaonus in Torah. Great Talmidai
Chachamim and Rabbanim would come from all over to talk with him in learning. His Torah is published in the n»n ™27 D90, and his descendants
became the Rebbes of the Bobov, and Kloisenburg dynasties.
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Mendy sailed across the river, and arrived in Sanz. After tying up his boat, he joined the line waiting for the 0+n "2T. There
were a lot of 010N, and officially, the Rebbe only distributed nixn to the older o'1'on. Mendy told the gabbai who his
father was, and the gabbai became excited and introduced him to the Rebbe. Mendy told the Rebbe his story, and the
0N NaTgave him the three nixn. Tears started rolling down Mendy’s cheeks, “Holy Rebbe, there are so many ninX coming
in so many different directions. | don’t know how | can handle it.” The Rebbe gave Mendy a warm smile. “Mendy, whatever
happens in this world is n'v19 NNawn. Sometimes, when ninY come from different directions, if we recognize the nnavin,
that the world is not 1291, then what you think are niny in different places are actually nivigi'. A n1¥ coming from one
direction is the nuiw! for a problem coming from a different direction, and a n1¥ coming from the other direction is the
nuiw! for that problem.” A long line of D'7'oN had developed behind Mendy, so the gabbai ushered Mendy to move on.
As he walked away, Mendy thought to himself, the Rebbe has given me so much pir'n. It’s true. | have to believe that all
of these ninYX are just the seeds for the nuUiY!.

Mendy should have taken the nixn, and found out where he was supposed to go in Sanz. Staying by the Rebbe for noa
was a beautiful thing. But Mendy was an only son, and he felt a tremendous urge to sail back home. He knew it was a
foolish thing to do. After all, his father told him not to go back. But Mendy knew that his father had never gone through a
noa without the Rebbe’s nixn. To him, the Rebbe’s nixn were larger than life, and it was inconceivable that his father
shouldn’t have them for the seder. Of course, when he had mentioned that to the Rebbe, the Rebbe told him that it was
okay. Reb Yosef Ber was an T'% UIN71nY, and the Rebbe was sure that he would do everything within his power to think
only about n71x3, and 1iv Di* nnNY, and Mendy would as well. But Mendy was a ten-year-old boy, and he had trouble
digesting that. Suddenly, Mendy had made his decision; he was going to return home for the 170. What about Akadi?
Akadi wouldn’t see him. Mendy would sneak home through the trees behind his house. Mendy walked to the river front.
The Rebbe’s gabbai called after him, “Where are you going? | arranged a place for you to stay over here in Sanz.” Mendy
responded, “I decided to go back to my father.” “But wait!” the gabbai called out, “didn’t your father say it's a nJ20?”
Mendy wasn’t listening. “Hey Mendy! Where are you going?! Wait! Come back!” It was too late. Mendy had sailed away.
The gabbai looked on muttering to himself, Oy, the yungerlite today, they think they’re smarter than everyone. | hope he
doesn’t get into trouble over there. ...but Mendy did get into trouble. As Mendy set out across the river, the weather
changed and it started to rain. Then, it started raining harder, and the wind tossed the boat back and forth. The boat began
to spin, and then, suddenly, the boat sprung a leak. Mendy didn’t know what to do. Soon, the boat had turned over, and
Mendy was finding it hard to hold on to the boat. Mendy struggled, but the boat began to drift away. As he tried to keep
his head above the water, he was quickly becoming overwhelmed. With his last ounce of strength, he shouted, “ unyw
781! Oh, 0%iv 7Y i1ian, | know you’re going to help me...” then, he blacked out.

The empty boat continued on its own merry way to the other side of the river. Boris had spent some time fishing, and
now, when the storm had erupted, he realized that it was time to forget the fish and make it back home. Anyway, it was
dark already. As he picked up his lantern and turned to go, he noticed something floating in the water. When it came
closer, he realized that it was his boss’ boat. That’s strange. No one is on the boat. He threw out a rope and pulled it in.
Mendy was supposed to tie the boat up, Boris thought to himself, well, at least he stayed in Sanz. The rain was beginning
to get to his bones, so Boris hurried home. He would visit Yosef Ber later and tell him what he had seen. By the time Boris
went over, Yosef Ber had just come home from shul, and was preparing for the seder. He saw someone coming to the
door and sighed, “Oy vey, 0%iv 7Y i1ia7, don’t tell me the soldiers are coming again to check the papers.” He was relieved
to see that it was his friend Boris. Yosef Ber opened the door, “Boris, what’s the matter? You’'re soaked from head to toe!
You look a little concerned. Come inside.” “Actually, I’'m concerned about you.” “About me? What’s the matter? What's
happening?” “I’'m concerned about your son, Mendy. | was fishing all day, and just about an hour ago | saw your boat.”
Rivka heard a commotion by the door, and she called out, “What’s the matter, is everything alright?” “Yes, yes, yes,” Yosef
Ber answered, “I have to take care of something, I'll be right back.” Yosef Ber made sure his wife was okay, and he walked
out with Boris into the rain. When they came to some bushes, Boris said, “I think this is where | tied your boat. It’s hard to
see in the rain.” Yosef Ber took a look, and right away said, “That’s my boat.” Then, all of the sudden, he couldn’t control
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his tears, “That’s my boat! If the boat came back empty, there’s only one explanation!” Boris didn’t know what his boss
was so excited about. “Don’t cry! Please! He must have tied the boat in Sanz, and somehow it got loose and with the
driving rain it drifted back.” Yosef Ber wasn’t convinced. “The boat without a driver made its way back here?!” Yosef Ber
cried, “He must have fallen off the boat! He must have fallen off the boat and drowned!” Yosef Ber was beside himself.
Boris tried to calm him down. He thanked Boris, and told himself, “Whatever the n%iv 7y i1ia1 does is good. | must be
721 everything n1nxa. Even though | am walking over here in the storm... there can’t be any other explanation... I'm
coming up to my house... I'm going to warm my feet over here in the hall. It's 2iv Di'. | cannot WYY the holiness or nwi1TR
of the aiv ni'. I'll go inside. I'll just wipe my eyes. | won't tell my wife. | don’t want to disturb her 2iv ni'... Oh, oh, oh,” Yosef

Ber wailed quietly, “it can’t be that the boat just came back... Mendy must have fallen off the boat. Nebach... oy oy...”

Yosef Ber tried to put on a happy face. He apologized to his wife for the disturbance, and tried to begin his 170. However,
there was no way he could hide his somber mood from his wife. He told his wife, “It’s just that it’s hard without Mendy,
and it’s taking its toll on me. It’s alright. Let’s start the 170. It’s our n|x¥n, you know, to have...” Yosef Ber paused to let out
a cough, “to have 1iv Di' nNNY despite the difficulty. Let’s begin. ¥iTp!” As if on cue, there was a pounding on the door.
Yosef Ber sighed, “Oy gevalt. Now what?” “Please don’t say that,” Rivka encouraged him, “Whatever the 0%iv ¥ i1ian
wants, that’s what’s going to be.” “You're right, I’'m sorry.” He got up to get the door. “Who's there?” “Open up! In the

'”

name of the Czar!” Yosef Ber opened the door. A couple of soldiers were there. They explained the reason for their visit.
“Your papers say that your son is deranged, but we have evidence otherwise. | am losing my patience, and | don’t want to
get into trouble with this case. Where is your son? Tell me right now.” Yosef Ber took a step back, and the tears started
coming again. “I don’t know where my son is. | sent him to Sanz for Yom Tov in a boat, and he ran away and sank!” Rivka
cried, “Oy, 0%V 7Y i1i17, so that’s why you were crying.” Yosef Ber continued, “l know my son drowned! Leave me alone!”
“In that case,” the officer sneered, “so, you knew where your son was, and you lied to us saying that you don’t know where
he is. Since when does someone send a son across the water with a boat if he doesn’t have as much sense as you claim.
You are under arrest. You are coming with us into prison.” The soldiers hurried Yosef Ber away. Rivka wanted to send
some n¥n and wine with him, but of course, they refused. Right after the soldiers left, Boris came to the door. “l saw what
happened. It's horrible! Please! Missus, give me the nxn, I'll get it into the prison. The guard owes me a favor.” Rivka

thanked Boris, gave him the package, and he left.

Yosef Ber was thrown into a cell with a bunch of hardened criminals. He was crying, and worn out. Shortly after he arrived,
the door opened up and a package was thrown in. The prisoners backed away. “Why are you all panicking like this?” one
of them shouted, “It’s just some crackers. Someone threw it in for the Jew.” Yosef Ber saw what it was, and said, “Give
me that please! | don’t know who brought it to me. | think it was a q87n. nwin 9112. I'll be able to perform the njxn of
eating nNXn even in prison, even on a night like this.” Suddenly, Yosef Ber heard a friendly voice, “Anshuldiks, do you mind
if | share a little bit of your nxn? T X !X 2 'R.” “What? Who are you? What is your name?” “My name is Reb Shmuel,
Reb Shmuel Kulchkelav.” Reb Yosef Ber thought for a moment. “That name sounds familiar. Shmuel... Wait. Reb Shmuel
Kuchkelav, you're from the town of Denetzk, aren’t you?” “Yes. Although, it’s been many months since | have seen my
family. Tell me something. Someone brought you n¥n, does that mean that tonight is n0a?” “Gevalt!” Yosef Ber exclaimed,
“You’ve been here so long that you don’t know that tonight is ND9. Let’s sit down together, and we’ll have a 170 together.
We must do what we can to be p1nn ourselves even under such circumstances.

oW M2 we will continue this story. The p10a in NN (1 :2) says: V1! n1nnt 21py'? X' n1X NVl... When we go through
challenging times, we must always remember the second part of the 7109, that our nuiei! is on its way. Let’s take an
example from our friends in this story, who always kept in mind that one day they would have their onxn nx'y'.
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Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder
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What is the proper way to look for one’s coat in a disorganized stack of coats?

One should not take the other coats out of the mixture. Rather, one should go through
the pile leaving the other coats partially mixed in. Even though it is permissible to
remove unwanted items from a pile to get to the wanted item (as by books, above),
some Poskim rule that this leniency applies only when the wanted item is clearly
visible under the unwanted items and not when it is mixed into a pile.

If a pile of clothing is mixed together in the laundry, is it permissible to
remove some clothing from the top to have access to a garment on the
bottom?

If the laundry is not in a neat pile, one should not remove unwanted items to access
a specific item that is mixed into the pile of laundry. However, it is permissible to
move the other clothing around within the pile without removing them from the
mixture to reach the desired item. Alternatively, one may turn the whole pile upside
down to reach the desired item on the bottom.

If the laundry is folded in a neat pile, one may remove the top items to reach those
on the bottom.

If clothing is randomly removed from a clean pile of laundry and folded
(folding in a permitted manner only, i.e. not on the clothing’s creases), is it
permissible to place it where it belongs (i.e. on its proper shelf or in its
proper drawer)?

According to many Poskim, once a specific item was separated as a consequence of
being folded and not merely for the purpose of putting it in its proper place, it may
be placed in its proper place.!

1This applies as well when washing/drying dishes.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| woke up NaW morning a few minutes before the alarm on my cellphone rings. Can | take the phone
out of my room so it doesn’t wake anyone up?

QUESTION 2

The alarm in my child’'s room must have gotten reset, because it starting ringing at midnight! Can | tell
my child to shut it off? There's no 'Ix available so late at night.

QUESTION 3

The food that was sitting in the oven got a little burned, causing the smoke detector to ring. Can we
open the door to let fresh air in or fan the smoke with a towel? It usually works right away to get rid of
the smoke and stop the ringing.

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| served a meat board by the nTIVD, and | want to put it away by packaging the different meats in
separate bags. Is there a 11 issue?

Answer: In order for something to have a 112 problem, it needs to be a Halachic mixture. While the word
‘mixture” implies items that are actually mixed together, the (2-0"W) X"n1 writes that if there are pieces
of meat or fish, even just large pieces, that are together on a platter, it is considered a possible mixture
and may have a 111 issue. The (T") NIN2 NWN writes that this is only when they are haphazardly placed
on the platter, as opposed to each type being in a separate part of the platter. Many meat platters are set
in a way where the different types of meat are separate, but usually there is an overlap where the two
types are very close or touching. Therefore, one can remove the meat that is isolated from the other types
to put it away, but may not sort the meats in the area that they overlap for later use.

continued....
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...J21V N2WT NN

1IVNN IXN

TN 277V N'7N] YNNG

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS +OR THE ENTIRIEE FANIILY

IINTNFT Y7 INN "V 11 - 27V 17N AT 1A

continued....

QUESTION 2

There is a big pile of D190 on My table and | want to use one that is closer to the bottom. Can | take the
top ones off to get to the bottom one?

Answer: If a person is trying to get to the bottom of a pile in order to use that item for immediate use, the
(71DX7 N”T) ND7N X' writes that one may remove the items on top to get to the bottom. Since the items
are not really mixed together but rather piled, and one is just trying to remove the items from blocking
his ability to get to the bottom, it is allowed. If the items were actually mixed together (clothing in a
laundry basket), it would then not be allowed.

QUESTION 3

| have a mess of different pieces from different games mixed together. Can | randomly take things out of
the pile and put them back in their correct places?

Answer: The (I'n N"T) N27N 1IN writes that sorting different pieces from different games is a form of 717,
even though there is technically no “good” or “bad”. The fact that one is just picking from the mixture
randomly does not help, as ultimately one has sorted all the pieces. It is therefore not allowed.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Do you think it’s possible for someone
to have one personality during the
week and transform into an entirely
different person each Shabbos?
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way to describe him. The man didn’t have a serious bone in his body. His stall at the
market was always crowded with people; not just by those interested in purchasing
a horse, but with throngs of shoppers who came to be entertained by his wisecracks.

I I ERSHEL THE HORSE DEALER WAS A CLOWN; THERE WAS SIMPLY NO OTHER

Though Hershel didn’t mean it as a marketing ploy, the crowds he drew with his humor
ensured that he always had plenty of business. He earned a reputation as a trustworthy
dealer with good business sense who could always be counted upon to uplift his customers
along with their transaction.

Hershel was an expert on horses. A few times a year, he would travel to the main animal
fair to restock his inventory. After so many years in the business, he could sniff out potential
problems in the horses available for purchase, and he knew which ones would earn him
the highest resale return.

With the biannual fair just days away, Hershel set out on the journey to the fair. He drove
a wagon connected to a large, empty trailer and carried with him a tremendous amount
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. of money. If all went well at the fair, he would make
)\ the return trip home with a trailer full of livestock
and a far slimmer wallet.

—t —

DID you kNOW?

Due to strong anti- The fair was loud and colorful. Hershel made
Semitism, Jews in the his way around the square, stopping at stalls and
Middle Ages were unfairly examining the horses. Spotting an acquaintance'
forced to pay much higher heading in his direction, he called out an amusing
taxes than non-Jews. greeting. The man, and a few others within earshot,

e laughed aloud.
Because of limitations on

the kinds of work they were Enjoying his audience, Hershel continued cracking
allowed to do, the Jews of jokes. Just like at the market back home, his humorous
the time were extremely quips and anecdotes? drew crowds. Soon, a swarm of
poor, and they found it people were surrounding him, laughing and joking
nearly impossible to pay together.

the high taxes. When a carriage pulled up in the middle of the

If a Jew failed to pay his square, the group clowning around with Hershel
taxes, the lord would didn’t pay any attention to it. Then, the door of the
imprison him and his family carriage opened, and a man with a long white beard
on the threat of death. Since emerged, his face glowing with holiness. It was the
Jews were so poor, this Toldos Yaakov Yosef, grandson of the Baal Shem Tov.

scenario was unfortunately

His very presence silenced the crowd. No one
not uncommon.

dared crack jokes with the Rebbe standing before
them. They stood in awe, waiting for him to speak.

Hershel, the perpetual clown, who couldn’t stand
or understand a serious moment, dared to break the silence. “So, Rebbe,” he drawled
dramatically. “What can | do for you? Would you, perhaps, like to purchase a horse?”

“No, Hershel,” the Rebbe replied evenly. “I need something else from you. There’s
a Jew who owes the poritz a few years’ worth of taxes, a princely sum. Since he is
unable to pay, the poritzimprisoned him and his family. Now, they are threatening
to take him and feed him to the dogs if the Jewish community doesn’t come up with
the money he owes.

“You know that the poritz is not making empty threats,” the Rebbe continued.
“He owns a collection of the most vicious dog breeds, and already there have been

' acquaintance: a person who one knows slightly
2 anecdotes: anecdote: a brief story about something interesting or funny
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Jews who tragically met their deaths in the jaws of his dogs. Raising the money to
pay the poritzis a matter of life and death.”

“Okay, Rebbe, how much money do you need?” Hershel asked.
“He owes 1,500 rubles,” the Toldos Yaakov Yosef said quietly.
Someone whistled. Most people did not make nearly that much in an entire year.

Hershel whipped out his wallet and counted out a stack of bills. “Here you go,”
he announced. “1,500 rubles.”

The Rebbe was taken aback. “You're giving the entire sum?” he verified in surprise.
He had hoped that the horse dealer would respond generously to his appeal, but he
hadn’t dreamed he would take on the entire debt. “Would you like anything in return?”

Hershel puckered his face in exaggerated thought.

“Hmm. Maybe a brachah? How about you give me a brachah to put into my wallet
instead of the money?” he winked.

“What do you want me to bless you with?” the Rebbe asked.
“Any brachah is fine,” Hershel returned.

The Rebbe thought for a moment. “l give you a brachah that you should feel
Shabbos,” he finally said.

“Oh, boy, did you hear that?” Hershel asked, chuckling. “Everybody, I am going to
feel Shabbos! Rebbe, the only thing | feel about Shabbos is the texture of my wife’s
potato kugel!” He laughed at his own joke as the Rebbe disappeared back into his
carriage, shaking his head ruefully?.

Hershel continued joking around for another little while before deciding to head
home. He didn’t have any money left to spend at the fair, and there was little reason
to hang around. He made his return trip with both an empty wallet and an empty
trailer.

“Welcome back,” his wife, Chana, greeted him upon his return. “Were you
successful?”

“l guess that depends,” Hershel said with a shrug. “I didn’t buy a single horse,
but I did succeed in purchasing a blessing.”

3 ruefully: rueful: in a manner that shows pity or sympathy
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Chana burst out laughing. “You did what? Come on, Hershel, not a single horse?”
She was used to her husband, who couldn’t utter a straight sentence. Surely, he didn’t
mean what he was saying!

“No, really,” Hershel insisted. “I met the Toldos Yaakov Yosef and he was raising
money for pidyon shevuyim. | gave him whatever | had, but then I didn’t have any
money for horses.”

Her eyes widened. “You gave him all the money you brought along? All of it?”

“Don’t worry,” Hershel reassured her. “l told you, I got a brachah in return. He
told me I would feel Shabbos.”

“Hershel!” she cried in exasperation. “That couldn’t have been the blessing.”
“It was,” he insisted again. “The Rebbe blessed me that | should feel Shabbos.”

His wife just shook her head. The Rebbe’s request for tzedakah notwithstanding,
she couldn’t understand what had possessed her husband to give away all his business
capital. How would he continue to do business? They only had a little bit of money
left, not nearly enough to purchase more inventory for their dealership. What would
they live off of?

The following morning was Thursday. Having no more inventory and no money
to purchase more horses, Hershel remained at home instead of manning his horse
stall at the marketplace. Never having had the opportunity to learn how to learn
Torah, he had little to occupy his time. Bored, he wandered outside.

The clock struck noon, and soon it was chatzos on this ordinary Thursday. Hershel
glanced at the sun, noting the passage of time. “Shabbos is coming!” he exclaimed
out loud. “It’'s almost Erev Shabbos!”

Squatting down beside a chicken pecking around his garden, he informed the bird,
“Tomorrow is Erev Shabbos!”

To a flying sparrow, he exclaimed, “Shabbos is coming! We must prepare!” A
passing squirrel received this same message.

From the kitchen window, Chana observed her husband communing* with the
~ animals outside. Wiping her hands on a dishtowel, she hurried outside nervously to
check on him. “Hershel!” she called from the doorway.

“Chana!” he cried back breathlessly, coming toward the house. “Do you realize
what tomorrow is?”

4 communing: commune: to be in close communication with someone or something
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She took a step back. “What? What’s going on? What's happening tomorrow?”

“It’s Erev Shabbos!” Hershel exclaimed joyfully. “Do you know what Shabbos is?
Do you understand the magnitude of holiness on this day?”

“Wait a minute, Hershel, take a deep breath and calm down.” She spoke slowly
and evenly, like one would speak to a young child. “Take it easy. Shabbos is coming,
true. That’s all. Nothing to get worked up about.”

Hershel gave her a pitying look. Not something to get worked up about? Grabbing
a broom, he began sweeping the floor with energetic strokes, practically dancing
around the room. “Shabbos is coming! Shabbos is coming!”

When his children came home from cheder, they found their father dancing on
the tables and their mother with her head between her hands. It seemed obvious
that Hershel had gone insane.

The vast majority of people do not merit to fully appreciate the holiness of Shabbos,
and the tzaddikim who do also possess the ability to contain their feelings within.
Hershel was a simple Jew, an ignoramus and a clown to boot, and when he suddenly
began experiencing intense holiness, he could not contain his feelings.

At Minchah and Ma’ariv, he danced into shul, his face beaming. “Shabbos is
coming!” he greeted the first person he saw, grabbing the man’s hands in spontaneous®
dance. He pulled some more bewildered congregants into the circle and began singing
Yismichu B’malchuscha, dancing as if it was Simchas Torah.

“He’s drunk,” Itzik the cobbler murmured to his neighbor.
“Drunk? I'd say mad is more like it,” a third man put in.

“He’s just Hershel being Hershel,” the neighbor said dismissively. “Today he dances
about Shabbos; tomorrow, he’ll come to shul dressed like the poritz. The guy’s a
regular prankster, let’s not forget.”

After Ma’'ariv, Hershel jumped onto the bimah. “Rabbosai!” he bellowed. “Whoever
sleeps tonight is crazy! Tomorrow is Erev Shabbos, and Shabbos is the holiest day of
the week. It's when Hashem speaks directly to every Jewish soul. Rabbosai! If you
sleep tonight and don’t prepare for Shabbos, you'll get nothing out of it! Shabbos is
coming! Shabbos!”

“You're right,” the neighbor admitted quietly to his friend. “He’s insane!”

> spontaneous: unplanned; happening freely and naturally
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When it became obvious that Hershel would remain atop the bimah indefinitely®
without outside intervention, two of the strongest men in the community came to
physically carry him off. They led him by force, still screaming about the holiness
of Shabbos, back to his home.

He spent the entire night dancing on his dining room table. Despite his wife’s
repeated entreaties to quiet down so the children would be able to sleep, he continued
to sing and dance with unlimited energy.

Matters became even more intense on Friday. Hershel ran through the streets,
weaving in and out of alleyways, calling out to every person he passed. “Shabbos is
coming! Shabbos is almost here!”

Hershel himself did not understand what had come over him. He was an am ha’aretz
and understood little about the true meaning of Shabbos. All he knew was that he
had suddenly become overwhelmed by excitement and anticipation for the holy day.

By the time Friday wound down, the entire town had witnessed Hershel’s supposed
insanity. He had danced in the streets, at the market, at the mikvah. His thunderous
voice carried from one side of town to the next as he sang in anticipation of Shabbos.

And then Shabbos finally arrived.

Hershel stood in shul, at his usual place in the corner of the room between his
fellow /leitzim. But something was different about him. There was a holiness that
glowed from his face, a glimpse of the Shechinah that peeked out from his shining
eyes. As he recited Mizmor Shir L'yom HaShabbos, his face turned a deep scarlet. It
was obvious that he was connected—authentically connected—to Hashem.

Tears falling from his eyes, he whispered, “Hashem, I never felt that You're here.
Shabbos is beini uvein Bnei Yisrael, but I've never felt Your presence before.”

He began singing the words of Kabbalas Shabbos and Ma’ariv, and the entire
congregation sang along with him. From his place at the back of the shul, he led the
mispallelim through an intense davening entrenched’ in holiness and concentration.

When davening was over, he danced and danced, and the entire shul danced with
him. Then he began singing, slow and heartfelt melodies, and the entire shul sang
with him. It was clear that the Shechinah was with him. Somehow, Hershel the clown
had transformed into Hershel the Rebbe, and although no one could explain how or
why, they knew his actions were authentic.

¢ indefinitely: endlessly; forever
’ entrenched: entrench: solidly established
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At home, his Friday night seudah lasted until the morning. People came and went,
basking in the special Shabbos aura® that surrounded him as he sang the zemiros
with tremendous fervor.

In the shul the next morning, no one was laughing at him anymore. Instead, Hershel
was given a distinguished aliyah. After Mussaf, he gave an impromptu drashah,
imploring his neighbors and friends to sense the presence of the Shechinah. “We
are incredibly lucky to be Jews,” he said passionately. “One day a week, we merit to
be connected to Hashem. Shabbos! How lucky we are to have Shabbos!”

A large crowd escorted Hershel to his home after davening, much as they would do
for a distinguished tzaddik. He spoke about Shabbos as they walked, and the people
drank in his words, eager to share in the excitement and joy that enveloped® him.

At seudah shlishis, the high point of Shabbos, a huge crowd crammed into his
home. Hershel sang Askinu Seudasa, his face afire. No one present had ever before
glimpsed such intense concentration, emotion, and holiness emanating from a human.
It was as though they were witnessing his neshamah yeseirah itself.

And then it was time for Ma’ariv. When Hershel concluded Shemoneh Esrei,
he suddenly found that he was back to himself. The people were shocked at how
instantly he shed his extraordinary Shabbos aura and reverted back to the familiar
jester they had been accustomed to.

“Hey, Getzel,” he called to the shamash, who was returning the siddurim to the
shelves. “What does an elephant use to take the skins off potatoes? A peel-er!”

As he cracked up at his own joke, the others exchanged puzzled glances. Hershel
was back to himself, clowning around as always. They couldn’t even picture him
dancing at Kabbalas Shabbos anymore. It was as if they had imagined the entire thing.

The week passed slowly. At first, Hershel’s family watched him suspiciously,
waiting for him to start dancing in the streets, but when they realized he was truly
back to himself, they relaxed their vigil'°.

Then Thursday dawned. “The blessing of the Toldos Yaakov Yosef is being fulfilled,”
Chana, Hershel’s wife, realized in wonder when chatzos arrived and he began dancing
energetically around the house.

8 aura: a special quality or impression; a glow
° enveloped: envelop: completely surrounded and enclosed
1 vigil: a period of attentive watching
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“Let’s get the house ready for Shabbos!” Hershel cried, grabbing the broom. Singing
merrily, he began a thorough cleaning. He cleaned with his hands, he cleaned with
his feet, he cleaned with his heart and soul, dancing through the house. Shabbos
was coming!

After Minchah in shul, Hershel danced atop the tables. “Rabbosai, can you fathom
what Shabbos means? Os hee leolam! Shabbos is an eternal sign of the bond between
Klal Yisrael and our Creator!”

Friday morning saw Hershel going from shop to shop, beseeching their owners to
close up as fast as possible to prepare spiritually for the holy day. Friday afternoon
found him in the mikvah and then reciting 7ehillim in a joyful singsong in his front
yard.

The people were waiting for Hershel on Friday night in shul. They longed for him
to lead the davening, to sweep them away on his spiritual cloud, to carry them along
with him in his incredible feelings for Shabbos. Indeed, Hershel davened at the amud
in the most beautiful voice, and the people prayed like they had never prayed before.

When Hershel began reciting Mizmor Shir L’'yom HaShabbos, he broke down in
tears. “Hashem,” he cried. “I never knew where You were. All my life, | never merited
to feel Your presence. Now, I am finally lucky enough to really feel Your Shechinah,
but it’s only on Shabbos! Hashem, please stay with me forever!”

The entire congregation cried along with Hershel, the man who didn’t know how
to take things seriously but merited to sense kedushah on a level that they could
not attain.

Tens of people thronged to his home the entire Shabbos. They came for his zemiros,
and for his drashos. They came to be uplifted and inspired. Mostly, they longed to
share in the authentic Shabbos aura that Hershel was experiencing.

But when Shabbos was over and Havdalah recited, Hershel reverted back to his
old mundane self. Once again, he was a simple horse dealer, the clown of the town.

For the remainder of Hershel’s life, this cycle repeated itself. He lived to a ripe
old age, and, unbelievably, he would transition between incredible spirituality to
complete simplicity and then back again each week anew.

His reputation grew, and many great Rabbanim traveled from far and wide just
to be with him over Shabbos, to be uplifted by the aura that surrounded him on the
holiest day of the week. At the end of his life, Hershel resided in the city of Sighet,
which was frequented by many gedolim of the era who came to personally witness
Hershel on Shabbos.
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Though Hershel had been blessed with Shabbos, during the week he was still the
am haaretz that he had always been. Toward the end of his life, some individuals felt
that the tremendous holiness of Shabbos was more worthy to be felt by a talmid
chacham, not an ignoramus. They therefore took it upon themselves to learn Torah
with Hershel, to enable him to become a man truly worthy of the intense spirituality
that overtook him each Shabbos. Indeed, in his old age, Hershel became a talmid
chacham.

Hershel had done one mitzvah, a spur-of-the-moment decision that affected the
remainder of his life. That one momentous deed, done with much self-sacrifice,
brought him incalculable reward, both in this world and in the next. He had been
given a window of opportunity, and he grasped it, changing his life forever and ever.
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THE SISTER WAITED FOR A WHILE LINTIL ONLY THE
ROSH YESHIVA AND HIS WIFE WERE PRESENT.

ONE DAY, RAV SHLOMO ZALMAN'S
SISTER CAME OVER TO HIS HOUSE.

RrEBBI/

PLEASE CAN I GET A
BRACHA FOR MY YOUNG
SON WHO IS STARTING

HOW CAN I
DO THIS RIGHT? T
CANNOT HURT MY

RAV SHLOMO, YOUR
NEIGHBOR, MOTTEL'S COUSIN,
WAS SUGGESTED AS A SHIDDUCH
FOR MY DAUGHTER. WHAT DOES

MAY HE
BECOME A

YESHIVA? GREAT TALMID
CHACHAM! TF
YOU LEARN WITH
HIM EVERY DAY
YOU WILL SEE
YIDDISHE

NACHAS!

WIFE...
: WELL, YES.
HE'S A FINE

THE ROV THINK?

—

8Y THE WAY, DO YOU
HAVE ANY PLANS TO VISIT YES, I 60 TO VISIT
OUR SISTER IN SHAAREI HER EVERY DAY ON MY
CHESSED?

WAY HOME.

AFTER THE SHORT VISIT...

RAV SHLOMO? WHAT'S
WRONG? WHY ARE YOU
HERE?

MY DEAR SISTER,
REGARDING THE SHIDDUCH,
YOU SHOULD KNOW FOR
NEXT TIME THAT YOU SHOULD
ONLY ASK ABOUT OTHERS
IN PRIVATE.

8OY.

THE SISTER THEN WENT TO SHAAREI CHESSED.

HOW ARE YOU
FEELING TODAY?

BARUCH HASHEM, FINE. T
GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR
DAILY VISITS... YOU ARE SO

SPECIAL!

MY WIFE
WAS STILL THERE, AND
SHE DOESN'T NEED TO
HEAR ABOUT THIS. FOR HER IT
WOULD 8E LASHON HARA. THE
BACHUR IS NOT FOR YOLR
DAUGHTER.

8UT I WAITED FOR
EVERYONE TO LEAVE!

R’ SHLOMO ZALMAN AUERBACH 9781 WAS BORN IN D¢ TO 1) N7 0NN ) AND REBBETZIN TZIVIA. IN HIS

TEENS, HE LEARNED IN D0 \Y N2Y). HE BECAME A 7“!3)3 T’D'Jﬂ OF ]D?Y WD’N Y MELTZER D781 (THE N2XYY UNID.
ON D39 19y IN 1930, HE MARRIED ﬂ?:ﬂ mn PUCHAMKIN. " SHLOMO ZALMAN THEN STUDIED LINDER R’ ZVI PESACH
FRANK 5"3'( AT KOLLEL ]1’3 072 WHICH FOCLISED ON THE LAWS OF ONIYY NN, IN 1a4a, HE WAS APPOINTED VNI
NY? OF NIM Yip noY, WHERE HE SERVED FOR 46 YEAR LINTIL HIS 7'\’\39 HIS UNIQUE APPROACH TO '1\’)}!)3'? 291
BECAME WELL I(NOWN THROLIGH HIS WN N 19D ON ELECTRICITY. '1\1)’ ‘D»”N ) GRODZINSKI Y787 WROTE IN HIS
NRIDND: PNH PN 9y VN N, A NEW LIEHT SHINES UPON ZION. R' SHLOMO ZALMAN HAD A CLOSE ASSOCIATION
WITH Ny D”l’\ M, AS WELL AS THE VON 1T AND D781 Y 1) DRI NYIN . HE AUTHORED NIND 2TV ON PLANTING
IN bmw’ N, A Y119 ON RNHNYNY 1Y AND NRPYY NN, HIS ‘T’ijﬂ Y. Y. NEUWIRTH, PRINTED HIS 0’709 ON MV IN
ﬂ]‘D'JﬂD nay nynv. ACCEPTED BY ALL STRIPES OF 2PN, R’ SHLOMO ZALMAN, THE 7D PRI AND A 71‘1) IN
niTR, WAS N2 TO FULFILL THE DICTUM: D‘TN1 D’?bN Y3 210 73\1)1 n NSYJJV

5670-5755 1910-1995 TN "D

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>1p or y"wn nwn.




CHAYEINY

Weekly

Shalibos Inspiration (_/

T70WN 2 VIR ) | 2TIpo Dwad

NELESH

SHIMSHON

D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DoviID PINCUS ZT"L

" THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF fnM3 9A7 13 3py Anmi 517 j3 9xws.
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM Your Efforts Deserve

a Double Blessing

FROM THE PARSHAH

YN DR TPV 13 70 MY WKRD ANK WY 737 7I8YNIT DD DR AYn XM
(On , v MNY)

Moshe saw all the work, and behold, they did it, as Hashen commanded, so they
performed it. And Moshe blessed them. (Shemos 29:43)

“And Moshe blessed them.” He said to them, “May it be His Will that the Shechinah
should rest upon the work of your hands. ‘And may the pleasantness of Hashem our

G-d be upon us....” (Rashi)

After all the work of constructing the Mishkan
was finally finished, Moshe blessed the people.
Simply understood, this was a blessing to them for

their efforts in building the Mishkan.

commanded, so they performed it” This was not a
voluntary act on the part of the people. They were
obligated to make the Mishkan, and had they been

lax in doing so, it would have been a serious sin.

But when they did the work well, all according to

But the pasuk emphasizes that “as Hashem
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Hashem’s command, Moshe showed his pleasure
and approval, and blessed them 1p5x *i1 Dy >N
WYY — “The pleasantness of Hashem” should rest
upon them.

This teaches us an important practical lesson.
At home, the wife prepares the house nicely, and
sometimes it takes hard work, for instance on Erev
Shabbos, when a lot of effort goes into preparing
various tasty foods and cleaning up the house, with
all the toil it entails.

It is common for the husband to think to himself
that it’s simply her job. That’s what she’s supposed to
do. Due to this attitude, he forgets to smile to her
and bless for her efforts.

The husband should rather learn from Moshe
Rabbeinu, who blessed the Jewish people that the
Shechinah should rest among them, after they did
what they needed to do. This is the most wonderful
of all blessings. It includes all the blessings and all
the pleasant things.

We see this also in Parshas Shemini. After Moshe
and Aharon finished offering korbanos in the newly
erected Mishkan, it is written:

XXM TVIN DAR DN IR Awn NN
DYiT DX 1992 — Moshe and Aharon came
to the Tent of Meeting and went out and
blessed the people.!

Also there, Rashi explains that they blessed
the people this same blessing, that the Shechinah
should rest upon the work of their hands, “And
may the pleasantness of Hashem our G-d be upon

»

us....

1 Vayikra 9:23.

Sowe see that the people were worthy of a blessing
twice. Once here, when they made their efforts to
construct the Mishkan, and a second time in Parshas
Shemini, when Moshe and Aharon actually made
use of the “work of their hands.”

The wife puts her efforts into her work
in the “miniature Beis Hamikdash” of the
Jewish home. This is a form of avodah.
And the Jewish home is a place where the
Shechinah and peace dwell when husband

and wife act meritoriously.?

She deserves a double blessing and pleasantness
and a smile. Once, right away on Erev Shabbos when
the work is done, and everything is ready for the
evening meal. And again at night after the seudah,
when the avodas hakodesh of the Shabbos meal has
been completed and all the tasty foods were tasted
and eaten. At that point, the wife deserves a second

blessing.
Chazal say:

Someone who is ungrateful to his

friend will eventually become ungrateful
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.?

Showingappreciation to human beings is equated
to showing appreciation to Hashem. When it comes
to Hashem, we must bless twice, once before and
once after. The same goes with showing appreciation
to our fellow human beings. We should bless them
twice for what they did, once before we benefit from
their efforts and once afterward, as Moshe blessed

the Jewish people. @

2 Sotah 17a.
3 Mishnas R. Eliezer ch. 7.
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Just Use Your Dyes
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Moshe erected the Mishkan. He placed the sockets and put in the planks and inserted the
bolts and stood up the pillars. (Shemos 40:18)

R. Avin said: This may be compared to a king who had a beautiful image. He said to a

member of his household, “Make me one like it.” He responded, “My master the king,
how can I possibly make one like it ?” The king answered, “You use your dyes, and I will
do my part.”

Hakadosh Baruch Hu said similarly to Moshe, “See [the form of the Mishkan] and make
it.” Moshe responded, “Master of the World, am I G-d?! How can I make like these?” He
answered, ““According to their shape, with sky-blue dye and scarlet dye and crimson dye’
Just as you see above, so shall you make below.... And if you make below like the one
above, I will leave the Heavenly entourage behind and bring My Presence among you,

below. (Shemos Rabbah 35:6)

When Moshe Rabbeinu saw what was entailed
in constructing the Mishkan, he realized it was
impossible. Only G-d could make a Mishkan. Then
Hashem told him that he has only to do his part. He
only needs to build the Mishkan according to the
prescribed plan, and Hashem will do His part and
bring the Shechinah to rest in it. This is in fact what
happened. Moshe built the Mishkan from physical
materials and Hashem brought down the Shechinah
to dwell in it.

W can apply the same principle to every area of life.

When we are about to do a mitzvah we recite the
blessing of 111%1 vM¥na WP WK, We thank Hashem
for sanctifying us through His itzves. But why do we
call them “His” mitzvos? It is our job and obligation to
do the mitzvos, so we should call them “our” mitzvos!

When we do mitzvos, Hashem completes our
actions and grants them their kedushab, their special
spiritual qualities, their heavenly power. It is written:

Y M3 DTRY 1YY DPYRY KR — |
will call out to the exalted G-d, to the G-d
Who finishes for me (*5y 9mm).!

1 Tehillim 57:3.

When we do mitzvos to the extent we can, when
we learn Torah on our level, Hashem finishes the act
and brings it to completion and absolute perfection.
He places great kedushah on the mitzvos we do. He
finishes what we were unable to.

This is the meaning of 1MX1 PMXN VWIP TWK.
The mitzvos we perform do not receive their value
from our actions alone because then they would be
lacking and malformed. Hakadosh Baruch Hu comes
and completes what we can’t do ourselves. The level
of sanctity that our mitzvos have is thus according to
Hashem’s mitzvos.

When we recite a blessing before doing a mitzvab,
we are saying, so to speak, “‘Ribono shel Olam, we did
as You commanded, we finished our part. We can’t
do more than that. Now we ask of you to sanctify
us with Your mitzvos. You finish whatever is needed
so the mitzvos we did will receive the value and
the qualities appropriate to Your mitzves. Give our
mitzvos what only You can give them.”

And Hashem hears our request. He examines
our deeds, and if we did all we can, He finishes
our mitzvah acts and grants them His sublime

kedushah. e
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Moshe made it, according to all that Hashem commanded him, so he made it. (Shemzos 40:16)

There is a big question that people ask about
the parshiyos of Vayakbel and Pekudei. The entire
contents of Vaykbel seem to be a repetition of what
was already stated in Terumah, and the contents
of Pekudei, i.c., the Bigdei Kehunah, were already
stated in Zetzaveh. Why did the Torah says it all

again, when it was already stated in great detail ?
The following question will lead us to the answer.
There is a verse that says:

T YA NIRONT AN 7T 7 77

rrrrr

Chazal say that this verse enumerates the seven ways
by which Hashem runs His world, the seven mzidos.
11 before this last one? Those very same words were
already stated at the beginning of the verse.

The answer is that everything has two aspects to
it, as will be explained. Chazal say about the above-

quoted verse:

We see that everything that Hakadosh

Baruch Hu created above, He created below.”

Every trait in the world has two stages to it. For
instance, the trait of chesed, which is called 197317 in
the above-quoted verse. If we try to define this trait
as it manifests itself in the human soul, we will find
that it has two parts.

The first part is the potential of chesed. This is
the trait in its essential state. It is understanding
and appreciating chesed, as well as possessing a true
desire to do chesed. Every good Jew, if he is asked, “If

you had alot of money, what would you do with it?”

1 I Divrei Hayamim 29:11.
2 Shemos Rabbah 33:4.

will not answer, “I would buy a really fancy car” His
first answer will always be, “I would do chesed with
it” This stems from the essential trait of chesed that

is part of human nature.

The second part of the trait of chesed is its practical
application. This is the actual ability to perform acts
of chesed. Once a person has acquired the first part,
once he has the potential for chesed, once he wants
to do chesed and understands what it is, he will surely
perform acts of chesed if he has the ability to do so.

Potential and actual are two different parts. A person
could have a profound understanding of chesed, gevurah
and all the other traits, but that doesn’t necessarily
mean he has the ability to bring them to actuality.

Bringing things from potential to actual — that
is what the trait of malchus is all about. This trait
is called 12%nn7 in the above-quoted verse. A
melech is not someone who has the necessary talents
and qualifications to be a king. It is someone who
possesses the power to actually get things done.

Chesed is one of the traits by which Hashem runs
His world, and also with Hashem there are two
parts to it. There is the part of X171 TON YOM %) -
“Hashem desires chesed® which is Hashem’s Will
to bestow unlimited goodness upon His creatures.
And then there is the part of actualizing His Will,
of performing acts of kindness. This is the aspect of
Melech. A kingis someone who has the ability to do.

Malchus is practical rulership, governing. As
regards Hashem’s ways, this means practically
implementing His various traits as they are stated in
the above-quoted verse. This is the midab of malchus.
Only malchus actualizes Hashem's ways in the world.

This is why the verse repeats the words i1 7% before

3 Michah 7:18.
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the midah of malchus. There are two parts — the

potential and the actual — and each is introduced by

the words "1 7%, which mean: “You, Hasherm, have...”

In other words: “You, Hashem, have” the
potential of chesed and gevurah etc. And “You,
Hashem, have” the ability to actualize it all.

Getting back to the original question: the
parshiyos of Terumabh and Tetzaveh have the
command to make the Mishkan, the Menorah, the
Bigdei Kebunab etc. They say, “You shall make...”

These commands to make the Mishkan are the

potential for the Mishkan. They are not the actual

Mishkan. The parshiyos of Vaykhel and Pekudei are
the practical aspect. They are the actual doing, the
actual making of the Mishkan. Here it says, “And he
made....” The Mishkan is complete only when it has
both parts, the potential and the actual.

It’s Not Just the Mishkan

Thisisageneral rule with everythingin the world.
There is the “potential” and there is the “actual”

For instance, let’s say someone wants to know

how to ride a bike. Its not so deep;such a deep
subject; you can learn what to do in a few minutes.
You sit on the seat and rotate the pedals. That’s

basically all there is to it. Knowing how to drive a

car is a little harder but it still doesn’t take very long.
You have the gears or the transmission, you have
the brakes, and that’s about it. But all this is true
regarding “potential” bike riding or car driving.

Besides this, you have the actual riding or driving,
and that’s something else altogether.

This is a universal principle. There is a difference
between a person who knows theoretically what
hasmadah is and a person who actually learns Torah
constantly. There is a difference between someone
who knows theoretically how to bake a cake and
someone who actually bakes the cake. The practical
realization of the matter is somethingelse altogether.
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In Kabbalah, this gap between the potential and
the actual is described by the metaphor of the sun and
the moon. In our world, the light of the sun is always
much greater than the light of the moon. The light
of the moon is pagum, it is deficient. This represents
the gap between the potential and the actual. The
potential is always much greater than the actual
implementation. Thus we pray in Kiddush Halevanah
that the light of the moon should return to be like the
light of the sun, as it was in the Six Days of Creation.

The sun is the source of the light. The sun’s light
reflects off the moon, and the moon is the one that
has the main influence on the world. When we say
that the light of the sun reflects off the moon, it means
that practically speaking, the trait of malchus, which
is associated with the moon, is a mere reflection of
the sun’s true power. The sun is like a king who is
strong and wise but his influence on the kingdom is

weakened and does not reflect his true potential.

Every one of us has a lot of potential. We have
the desire to learn Torah, we understand that Torah
learning requires constancy, and so forth. But all

this is our potential.

Kabbalah describes this also in terms of male and
female. The male aspect is the source, the potential,
from which the actuality flows. We lack nothing in
essence, in potential. In theory, we know everything.
But the feminine aspect needs to receive it and “give

birth” to it, in other words, to bring it into actuality.

We need to take all our good desires and
intentions, and all our understanding, all that well-
developed theory, and actualize it. To work at being
a true masmid and davening with proper kavanah as
we know theoretically that we should.

The practical implementation is not the same as
knowing intellectually what Torah and avodab is all
about, and sometimes the potential and the actual
are just too far from each other. What we need work

on is bridging that gap. e
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