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When to be Bold
(12 ,n3) Y YTp DN MRS 12 DNRN 1NV 207 Y7} YY)

The Chasam Sofer explains that Klal Yisroel has the middah of azus in order to withstand the pressures the umos
ha’olam place on us to follow in their ways. Throughout the generations, Klal Yisroel endured countless pressures
and temptations, and for that we need to be bold and courageous, az kanameir.

The tzitz that the Kohein Gadol wore on his forehead represents this middah. The forehead represents the
middah of azus - az metzach, a bold forehead. But azus itself is not a positive middah. Only azus d’kedushah
which is utilized to protect our avodas Hashem is called for. That is why it is engraved on the tzitz the words
kodesh laShem. Our right to be az metzach is only when that azus is an azus d’kedushah — Kodesh laShem!

The Best General
(% ,09) :YTRA NIYHY TYIN HORHR R YR 1IN PANH 109D DYDY DI NYaY

The Gemara (Yoma 72b) derives from the words 1'2an 'mnn |nan, that when a Kohein Gadol dies, his son inherits
his father’s position, if he is worthy. The Gemara says that this is only true regarding the Kohein Gadol who did
the avodah in the Mishkan, but when it comes to the Kohein Mashuach Milchamah whose job was to lead Klal
Yisroel in battle, this halachah does not apply.

Rav Moshe Sternbuch relates the following story that he heard about the Chofetz Chaim. A Rav in a certain shtetel
passed away and the community wanted to give a certain talmid chachamim the position. However, the Rav’s
son claimed that he had the right to inherit his father’s Rabbanus, and the dispute was brought before the Chofetz
Chaim.

The Chofetz Chaim answered that the halachos of yerushah on Rabbanus apply when the Rav’s job is to service
the Klal, to teach them Torah and pasken their shailos. However, when it is a shaas milchamah, the Rav’s job is to
lead his Kehillah in battle, to fight the negative influences and set up defensive gedarim. In this situation, the Rav
is like a Kohein Mashuach Milchamah and there is no inheritance. The position goes to who can best wage battle.
The Chofetz Chaim concluded, “In our generation, when we are in midst of battling the Haskalah, and we are
being attacked on all fronts, the position of Rav is given to the most capable general and the rules of inheritance
doesn’t apply.”
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Remembering to Forget
(77, nHWYI) PHNY 99T NR NNR NN

The Netziv (Beshalach 17:14) asks how is it possible that the remembrance of Amaleik will be wiped out if they are
written in the Torah, which is nitzchiyus?

The Netziv answers that the pasuk doesn’t mean the zecher of the existence of Amaleik will be wiped out, rather
it means their culture and ideology will be eradicated. Amaleik waged war with Klal Yisroel for a reason. They
understood that when Klal Yisroel accepted the Torah, they merited a special hashgachah pratis. Amaleik’s mantra
was complete freedom, perikas ol, and the concept of hashgachah was the counter opposite of their ideals. That
is why they threw themselves into the ambati rosachas to attack Klal Yisroel. p2nyu 121 nX nhnNX nNn means that
ultimately Hashem will bring the Geulah which will demonstrate once and for all the tremendous hashgachah that
Hashem shines on Klal Yisroel and completely eradicate Amaleik’s belief system and ideology - for eternity.

On Parshas Zachor, we are commanded to remember how Amaleik is supposed to be destroyed, and that doesn’t
only mean in a physical sense. It means we have to uproot the hashkafos that they represent. Throughout the
generations there have been various forms of Amaleik ideologies that have risen up against Klal Yisroel and on
Parshas Zachor we strengthen ourselves those ideals and influences as much as we can.
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Bread With Rambam

Someone once went to Rav Shach's house to ask him a question. When he got there Rav Shach was learning from a sefer
while he was eating breakfast; a hard, stale piece of bread. When Rav Shach noticed him and asked him what he wanted,
he replied: | came to speak in learning, but first | must ask the Rosh Yeshiva something else. Is this all that the Rosh Yeshiva
has for breakfast, a dry piece of bread? Rav Shach waved his hand as if to say, you don't understand. "This is not just a plain
piece of bread", he replied. This is a piece of bread mit a shtikel Rambam!

Personal Calculations

A wealthy admirer of Rav Pinchos Hirschprung passed away, leaving $100,000 to the Rav. The Rav summoned a close
confidant and asked him to compile a list of the many mosdos in town, and distribute the money equally.

“But he left the money for the Rav’s personal use; why give it away?” asked the talmid, but the Rav would hear none of it.

“Perhaps the Rav could put away the money for his children’s chasunos,” he suggested, but again, the Rav, who had so
little, spurned the idea. The talmid drew up the list, placing Beis Yaakov, which the Rav founded and heeded until his last
day, at the top of the list. The Rav reviewed the list, and removed his school, Beis Yaakov, from the top, placing it together
with all the city’s institutions. “I don’t want to pasken, to make a decision, based on personal negios, partiality. | am partial
to the needs of the school, so it doesn’t belong where you placed it.” (Warmed By Their Fire)

Shoes for Yom Tov

Rav Hirschprung was totally in tune with the needs of others. His son once told him about a friend of his who desperately
wanted new shoes for Yom Tov, but had been told by his father that they couldn’t afford it. The Rav listened, and asked his
son how much the shoes would cost. “Sixty dollars,” was the reply. That evening, the Rav went especially to the shul where
that father davened. After davening, he asked the father to drive him home, and the young boy got into the car as well.
The Rav asked him what he was learning, and began to farher him. When the boy answered his questions correctly, the Rav
beamed at the father. “Your son knows it so well; he has given me such pleasure. | must give him something.” The Rav
reached into his pocket and handed the father $S60. “Go buy him something for Yom Tov,” he suggested. (Warmed By Their
Fire)
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Supporting the Supporter

Rav Kahaneman was originally the rav in Ponovezh, Lithuania. During the war, he wanted to save his family from the
impending danger and made arrangements for them to leave the country. Tragically, they were not able to get out in time.

The Rav lost everything, but was determined to rebuild. When the naysayers tried to talk him out of buying a plot of land
torebuild the yeshivah in Eretz Yisrael, which was in grave danger itself at the time, the rav answered them, “Klal Yisrael
needs a yeshivah. Even if it is only for ten days!”

Such was the vision and conviction of the Ponovezher Rav. Nothing would stand in his way. Such great men are sometimes
lacking in the social skills that make them approachable to the common man, but that is where the rav was so different and
unique. Our story begins in Teaneck, New Jersey. Max Rosenberg, a prominent member of the community and a successful
lawyer, suffered a heart attack. His doctors told him that it was time to take it easy, and suggested that he retire and move
to Florida. Max refused. He kept on working until a year later, when he was diagnosed with a malignant tumor. This time
the doctors prescribed treatment, and baruch Hashem, Max was healed. Nevertheless, he needed no more convincing; he
retired and moved down to Florida even though he was still nearly 15 years away from the time he had originally planned
to retire.

As a means of supporting himself, he bought an annuity that was to pay him until he was 90 years old. He figured that he
would be gone long before the annuity ran out. He could not have been more wrong. The Ponovezher Rav first met Max
when he was in his 80’s. The rav would come down to Florida for a period of around three months in the winter to raise
money for the yeshivah. The first time they met, Max gave him $5,000. The rav was impressed with Max, who was a smart
man and a sincere Jew. A year later, the rav went to Max again. And once more Max gave him $5.000. This pattern continued
for the next few years. But finally, during one visit, the rav was told by his driver, Reb Berel, that since Max had turned 90,
his annuity had ended. He had no more money to give the yeshivah. In fact, Reb Berel said, Max may be short of cash even
for his own needs.

The rav said that he wanted to visit Max anyway. Reb Berel was concerned that maybe Max would be embarrassed that he
was unable to donate. But the rav prevailed. They arrived at Max’s home and rang the doorbell. Max answered the door.
The look on his face said it all. He knew he could not give the rav the check for which he had come. They sat down to have
some coffee and cake as Max explained the situation: that the annuity he had purchased had now expired, and he did not
have enough to give anymore. The rav thanked him for all the support he had given the yeshivah over the past years, and
said that now it was time for the yeshivah to pay him back. “From now on, every single month, the yeshivah is going to send
you money in the amount of your annuity check!” Max’s face lit up. He thanked the rav, but politely refused. Nevertheless,
the rav did not listen to his refusals. And so it was! Every single month, for the next seven years, the yeshivah sent Max a
check. It may have been the first time a yeshivah supported its supporters, instead of vice versa. This is the way Max was
able to live for the rest of his life. And what do you know? A few months after Max passed away, the yeshivah received a
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letter from the lawyer handling his estate. He had no children and he left his mansion on Pine Tree Drive to the

yeshivah!

Years later, Reb Berel would discover that, in fact, the rav had given his own money for Max’s living needs. This, Reb Berel
thought, gave a whole new meaning to ‘fund-raising” — a much deeper and more profound meaning than Reb Berel could
ever have imagined. (A Touch of Warmth)

Fishing With Faith

In January, a fire destroyed the building that housed Yossi Heiman’s Fish Market in Borough Park, Brooklyn, leaving him with
no place to operate his business and no ability to draw income. Shea Langsam owns a similar store, Fish to Dish, just a few
blocks away. One would have thought that as sympathetic as he may be for his competitor’s poor fortune, he would
welcome this opportunity to acquire new customers for himself and increase his own business. Instead, Shea did something
truly remarkable.

When he learned of the fire, he picked up the phone and called his competitor. “When he [Yossi] said that he needs a facility
to process and deliver orders for his customers, | said, ‘Why not join me in my store?’ As fellow community members we
all try to help each other as much as we can.” Shea received an official citation from New York State Assembly Member
Simcha Eichenstein for his incredible kindness, welcoming his competitor to operate out of his space until the store could
be rebuilt

It is a truly genuine display of true faith, a great example of genuine trust in Hashem, not existing in the form of empty lip
service, but being put into practice in a very real way.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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- Our Gedolim

The Saraph of Brisk
Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”l (1818 - 1898)

Yahrtzeit nav v"a
Continued from last week...

About two months after Rav Yehoshua Leib’s arrival in Yerushalayim, a carriage rolled up at the crack of dawn and came
to a screeching halt in front of his home. The travelers had come from Chevron, and one of the passengers was the Rav of
Chevron, 100- year-old Rav Shimon Menashe Chaikin, accompanied by a communal figure.

It was a curious sight, to say the least. Rav Yakov Orenstein, who happened to be at the Rav’s house, was able to gather a
few facts about the unusual visit, as he accompanied Rav Chaikin back to his wagon. It seems that an Indian Jew named
Yochanan Benvenishti had visited Chevron two weeks before. He was known for his vast wealth and his connections in
government circles. He had been influenced by maskilim to found a secular school in Chevron for the Oriental Jews, who
comprised the majority of the city’s population.

The danger was imminent. Rav Chaikin tried to deter Benvensihti, but in vain. He then hurried to discuss the next step
with Rav Yehoshua Leib, whom he considered the giant of the generation. And Rav Yehoshua Leib had explicitly promised
him that the school would not be established. Rav Yakov was amazed! The marvel was all the more pronounced when a
few weeks later the new school was a forgotten project; the plans for it had been entirely abandoned. What had caused
the turnabout? Years later, after Rav Yehoshua Leib’s passing, his close disciple, Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, revealed
the story, which only served to reassert the greatness of Rav Yehoshua Leib...

When Rav Yehoshua Leib was enroute from Brisk to Yerushalayim, he spent a week in Paris to arrange his papers. He was
glad to enjoy anonymity there. He rented a room on the outskirts of the city, which neighbored a small beis medrash
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frequented by about 20 older men. He would learn and daven all day, crowned by his tefillin and wrapped in his tallis. One

day, an Oriental Jew suddenly entered, ran over to the Rav, bowed and kissed his hand reverently, crying bitterly.

The Rav tried to calm the distraught man, but he fell down in a faint. When the Rav revived him, the man finally shared
his troubles: “My name is Sasson Benvensihti and | was born in Calcutta, India. We have lived among heathens for
generations, but are still true to our religion. | am very wealthy and own vast properties in India and other countries, so |
have never known want or suffering. But for the past two years | have been afflicted with a severe lung disease.
My physicians say that my days are numbered. | came to Paris to consult with a renowned surgeon, who said my only
chance is to undergo a risky surgery. | found out that the great Rav was staying here in Paris. Please, holy rabbi, bless me!

”

Give me an amulet; let me give a redemption donation; whisper some charm over mel!...

Rav Yehoshua Leib did not give him an amulet, chant any charms, nor make him any promises. He spoke clearly and
concisely, saying, “Don’t’ visit any more doctors. You do not need an operation at all. Your pain will gradually subside, and
| assure you that you will live long.” (In fact, Sasson lived to the ripe old age of 100!) Sasson thanked the Rav profusely.
However, later his wife chilled his enthusiasm, claiming that he could not follow the advice of a Rav who was so
divorced from worldly matters, certainly from medical knowledge! Sasson’s oldest son, Yochanan, echoed his mothers
position. Sasson’s wife began to weep, begging him to undergo surgery. Sasson was swayed. When he was brought into
the operating room, the surgeon suddenly expressed regret. His latest examination showed that the surgery would be too
great a risk, adding, “But you are a Jew... pray to your G-d, as He can help you.”

Sasson and his family felt remorseful at having doubted the Rav’s advice. They went post-haste to the beis medrash and,
weeping loudly, begged Rav Yehoshua Leib’s forgiveness. Sasson handed him a bejeweled box decorated with rare
diamonds, containing gold coins. Rav Yehoshua Leib explained that he had never, and would never, accept a gift. He then
again told Sasson that he was to keep his distance from doctors, return home, and await G-d’s imminent succor. He then
added prophetically, “The day may yet come when | will require your services.” Sasson promised that he would be forever
at his service, never forgetting the Rav’s kindness.

Sasson returned to India, where he recovered, and Rav Yehoshua Leib ascended to Yerushalayim. Although many incidents
occurred since that encounter in Paris, Rav Yehoshua Leib did not forget. When Rav Chaikin appeared mentioning the
name Benvenishti from India, the Rav knew that the battle was already won, and assured Rav Chaikin of such. He wrote a
letter to Sasson, asking him to warn his son, Yochanan, in severe terms, to abandon his plans of establishing the school in
Chevron. When Sasson received the letter, he trembled. He immediately went to his son’s house and warned him explicitly
to cease and desist from the activities that were grieving the holy Rav. At first Yochanan could not understand the
importance of the Rav’s insistence. But then he remembered his mistake in resisting the Rav’s words in connection with
his father’s illness, and how they had all subsequently been convinced that the Divine Will was being expressed through
that wise man’s throat. Yochanan pulled out his files on the school and ripped them up with one grand flourish.

To be continued...
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1. When in the 77 n was the Y used by a VY11 O? *
2. Which stone of the ywn is the name of one of vy YWNX’s advisors?

3. Regarding which five nmxn in this week’s nw19 does it say 1nn?
b. Regarding which three other nnxn in the wTpn does it say T0n??

4. Which measurement in this week’s nw19 isn’t used in any other context in
the Nn7n?
b. Which body part in this week’s nv19 isn’t mentioned anywhere else
in the N n?

5. Which 2yv o is referred to in this week’s nv19?
6. Name two nna9p that part of their N2y was to put b7 on a person’s ear.

7. 1 was used for the Yy,
| was used for the yvn,
| am supposed to be used part of a daily
MNN even in our times.
Who am I?

8. | am one of the six,
Four are mentioned in last week’s nwn9,
| am mentioned in in this week’s nv9,
One is mentioned in next week’s NnwM9.
Who am I?

Need a hint?

"He used it for a purpose other than wearing it
2 Onein N, two in .




Answers

1. on»a used it when he fought against Y1 in MV NWH9. The P9 says
(,XD) Y772 NYINN MINNNY WTPN 017, See A,

2. vvIN

3. 1) DNVP RN 1P 0N, I, NN
b. 1% PN NN L0, THRN YN ,G,n0 mnw) DN DNY

4. The YN measured a NI3.
a. NN - forehead

5. The D says (7,2) 7m) MYA NNX PP DY INX 1991 which refers to 7195 ow.
6. YNNN DYN ,DININN DN

7. 1 was used for the Yy,
| was used for the yvin,
| am supposed to be used part of a daily
MNN even in our times.
Who am I? - YoM DON9

8. Next week....

Last Week’s Riddle:

| am a structure in the 19wn and the w1pnn N3,

| am never mentioned in the NN,

However, the n71n explicitly states my alternative is not allowed, - (3,9) *Nam %Y nNYYna nSyn RH
Without me the nmay could not be completed.

Move one of my mmpi and | can be a ja7p. -A®ao

Who am I? - The ®2> (the ramp of the nam)

L,IND DNT 12 PR PYY NTHRIAN — NNHY IRITD
977090 TOON 12 TYT PNYY 7Y APY TIT N N9 1592 ,973 DNNIAN 12 DINY YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
MNMNY MM YOO
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Each shevet is connected to its stone on the choshen. Can you figure out how?"
Shevet Stone

Reuvein

Shimon

Yehudah

Yissachar

Zevulun

Dan

Naftali

Gad

Asher

Yosef

Binyamin

Odem (red)

Pitdah (green)

Barekes (a bright, shining
stone, used by Noach for
light in the teivah)

Nofech (a stone which
causes enemies to flee)

Sapir (sapphire)

Yahalom (a silvery diamond)

Leshem (a stone which
depicts an upside down
face)

Shevo (a stone which helps
a person attach himself to a
chariot, to ride it)

Achlama (a very common
and well known crystal)

Tarshish (a stone which,
when ground, could be used
to thicken or fatten food)
Shoham (this stone makes
its bearer liked by others,
and its name, “Dnw,” has the
same letters as “Dwn”)
Yushfeh (now' — a
multicolored stone which can
seal, and prevent bleeding)

Ty ¢"vyr "o n™ *n a0 "y
2'n" nwra "y

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com

Question

When was Reuvein willing to
turn his face red from
embarrassment?

Doing an aveirah can make you
“sick and green in the face.”
When did a leader of Shevet
Shimon do a big aveirah?

How does Shevet Levi “light up
others™?

Which member of Shevet Levi
was born glowing, and later had
to cover his face to hide his
glow?

Where do we find that
Yehudah’s descendants were
strong fighters?

Shevet Yissachar was known to
produce talmidei chachamim.
What connection is there
between sapphire and Torah?
What is the connection between
Zevulun and silver?

When did Shevet Dan “flip
things” in the wrong direction?

Where is there a hint to
“attachment” regarding Naftali?

Shevet Gad was well known.
How?

Where do we find fatness in
connection to Asher?

When was Hashem with Yosef,
making everyone think highly of
him?

When was Binyamin very
unsure of what to do, having
“multicolored” thoughts, and in
the end “sealed” his mouth?

Answer
When he admitted to the chet of
moving Yaakov’s bed.

Zimri ben Salu married a Moavi
woman.

Shevet Levi: by teaching Torah.
When Moshe was born, the house
filled with light; later, “karan ohr
panav’ — his face shone.

Yaakov blessed him, “Yad’cha
b’oref oy’vecha.” Dovid HaMelech
and Mashiach are both described
as defeating enemies.

The luchos were made out of
sapphire.

Zevulun were successful in
business and supported Torah.
They were responsible for Pesel
Micha in Sefer Shoftim.

His name means “attached” —
“Naftulei Elokim niftalti.”?

They had a large population, and
they had a recognizable way of
striking their enemies.

Yaakov blessed him, “MeiAsher
sh’meinah lachmo.”

When he was a slave in Mitzrayim.

He couldn’t decide if he should tell
Yaakov about the sale of Yosef,
and even though he “had a mouth”
(no-w') and could have spoken, in
the end he decided not to.




Within the mitzvah of lighting the menorah in the Beis HaMikdash, there is a hint to the special
relationship that women have with hadlakas neiros Shabbos. How so?
The gematria of “nixn” equals that of “nix n'w1” — “He commanded the women.”

What does “kohein” mean?
A meshareis — servant.* In the context of Aharon’s sons, it means those who serve Hashem.

From the Leil Shabbos of Parshas Tetzaveh through Purim, we will mention 4 people whom the
pesukim describe as wearing linen clothing (3 in /aining, 1 elsewhere). Who are they?

On Leil Shabbos, we will describe the eishes chayil who wears “sheish v'argaman.”™

On Shabbos morning, the /aining describes the kohein who wore clothing made of “bahad’™...
and the Kohein Gadol who wore clothing of “sheish mashzar.”

Mordechai went out wearing a “tachrich butz.”®

Although the Kohanim wore their bigdei kehunah while doing the avodah, there was a part of the daily
routine in the Beis HaMikdash during which one of the bigdei kehunah was REMOVED briefly. When?
The daily avodah was divided among the Kohanim who were “on duty” that day, by means of a “payis.” The
Kohanim would stand in a circle inside the lishkas hagazis. They would select a number, and everyone would
put out either 1 or 2 fingers. An appointed person would go around the circle, counting fingers, and the person
upon whom the selected number “landed” would be chosen for a given avodah. At the outset, the person who
was appointed to do the counting would choose a kohein from the circle, remove his mitznefes, and
immediately replace it, in order to indicate that the counting would begin from him.°

Let’s do chazara on Parshas Vayeitzei: the names of the shevatim were written on the avnei shoham in
age order, with 6 names on the first stone, and 6 on the other.’® What was the first shevet listed on the
second stone?

Gad

What material was used to make the choshen which held the avnei miluim, and how big was the
choshen?
¢ It was made out of the same type of fabric used to make the eifod, containing zahav, t'cheiles,
argaman, tola’as shani, and sheish.'
e It was a square zeres (about 1x1 foot at largest, and 6x6 inches at smallest).'

Because Aharon was willing to GIVE UP nevuah, Hashem gave him and his family MORE nevuah. How
so?

Hashem rewards middah k’negged middah, so that we recognize His hashgacha. Aharon had nevuah before
Moshe, but was nonetheless happy to be “demoted,” and become Moshe’s helper in Mitzrayim. Because of
this happiness in his heart, Aharon received the mitzvah of wearing the choshen on his heart.'®* The urim
v’tumim, contained within the choshen, gave Aharon access to a special type of nevuah, which would beget
more nevuah when passed down to his children, the future Kohanim gedolim.™*
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One isn’t allowed to get distracted from the fact that he is wearing tefillin. Similarly, the Kohein Gadol
must maintain awareness of the tzitz which he is wearing. Which would you say is more obvious?

If the Kohein Gadol must maintain awareness of the tzitz, which contains only one mention of Hashem’s name,
all the more so must we maintain awareness of our tefillin, which contain many mentions of Hashem’s name.™

JUST CURIOUS

How high up on the kohein’s body did he wear the michnasayim? How did they stay up? How long
were they? How tight were they?

The top of the michnasayim were worn above his “belly-button,” close to his heart; they were held up by
drawstrings'®, reached his knees'’, and were wide and loose.' Some hold that they had no separation
between the legs, and were more like a bag with 2 holes at the bottom through which the kohein placed his
legs.™

Unwrapped, how long were the mitznefes and the avneit?
The mitznefes was 16 amos long, and the avneit 32 amos long — respectively, as big as 32 and 64 feet!?°

A typical gartel is about 11 feet long, and wraps around a person about 4 times. Why did the avneit
have to be so long?

The kohein, our shliach to gain kaparah, needs all of his thoughts and kavana focused on the avodah. Since
thoughts are affected by actions, Hashem designed the bigdei kehunah such that a kohein would constantly
notice his own clothing, reminding him of his mission. Thus, the kesones reached almost to the kohein's heel,
and its sleeves reached his palms, so it was constantly noticeable to him. The mitznefes was wound many
times around the kohein's head, thus noticeable whenever he looked up, and since the avneit was likewise
wound around his waist many times, it was constantly rubbed by his arms.?’

Could you ask the urim v’tumim a personal, life question, like what profession to pursue, etc.?
Regular people could not ask questions. It was only available for kings, the beis din, or someone upon whom
the community relied.?2

When a question was asked to the urim v’tumim, who actually verbalized it? The questioner? The
kohein? Did he talk to the choshen? Towards Shamayim? How do you picture this?

The questioner would ask, quietly and privately, as if he was davening, and ruach hakodesh would take hold of
the kohein, allowing him to perceive the answer.?

Could the person asking the question to the urim v’tumim see the letters light up, or only the kohein
could see?

When using the urim v’tumim, the kohein faced the aron, and the questioner faced the back of the kohein,
unable to even see the choshen.?* The letters didn’t physically light up; rather, the kohein perceived their
illumination with a degree of ruach hakodesh higher than a bas kol, but lower than nevuah.?®
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When the letters on the choshen would light up, how did the kohein know in what order to arrange
them?

The urim v’tumim were boards or pieces of klaf®, upon which were written special names of Hashem, which
were inserted into the fold of the choshen. When the kohein would think about the names called “urim,” certain
letters would light up. He would then immediately think about the names called “tumim,” and he would
understand how to arrange the letters.?’

A non-Jew overheard someone describing the beautiful bigdei kehunah. He approached Hillel, and
requested to convert in order to become the Kohein Gadol. Hillel accepted him, and while they were
learning together, the geir discovered that non-Kohanim, even kings, can’t do the avodah in the Beis
HaMikdash, which made him realize the flaw of his plan.2® Why didn’t Hillel just inform him of this at the
outset?

When dealing with unreasonable requests and seeking to correct errors, one must be aware of his goal, and
give consideration to the proper timing, and method, of his response. Waiting for the correct moment will be
more effective than blurting out an uncalculated criticism.2°

IN YOUR OPINION

Moshe asked Hashem, “If you don’t forgive Bnei Yisrael for the Chet HaEigel, erase my name from the
Torah.” Even though they were forgiven, Moshe’s name doesn’t appear in Parshas Tetzaveh, because
a tzaddik’s curse is fulfilled (at least partially) even if expressed conditionally.** We see how careful we
must be even when speaking about ourselves.®' Why do you think it matters how we speak about
ourselves?

Some situations demand that someone step forward and take charge; at other times, it’s better to “lay
low” and avoid the “spotlight.” How do you know when each is appropriate?

Parshas Tetzaveh focuses on Kohanim. Therefore, although Moshe was clearly involved in these mitzvos and
the inauguration of the Kohanim, his name is not mentioned, as he let Aharon have “his parsha.”*?

Imagine the dining room of someone very fancy. Describe everything you’d see.

Fancy people have candles in their homes (or perhaps expensive chandeliers, nowadays). Likewise, Hashem
told us to light the menorah in order to glorify the Beis HaMikdash in the eyes of its beholders, so that it will
inspire awe and humility in those who enter.®

Is it ever appropriate to focus on the negative in ourselves, or others?

QOil for the menorah must be produced by crushing olives — not by grinding them.?* On the other hand, oil used
for menachos (korbanos made out of flour) can be produced by grinding. Rashi summarizes this distinction
with the phrase, “kasis lamaor, v’lo kasis limnachos,” which can be explained b’derech derush, “One should
only ‘crush’ himself (by focusing on his negative traits) if it will bring him to ‘light’ and inspire growth, but NOT if
it will bring him to ‘menucha’ — restful forfeit.” We should be “crushed” to LIGHT up — but never to GIVE up!®
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Do you think billionaires do laundry, or whenever they shop they just buy 100 shirts and wear a new

one every day?

The bigdei kehunah were never laundered: if they got filthy, they would be downgraded to be used as wicks,
and were replaced by new begadim. Even washing clothing to reuse them is below the dignity of the extremely
honorable and wealthy Beis HaMikdash.%®

How careful are you to not rip your clothing? Does it depend on the type of clothing?

We are not allowed to rip the collar of the me’iFf’, or any of the bigdei kehunah®. In order to ensure that the
Kohanim wear their begadim with an attitude of awe, tranquility, and dignity, we are forbidden to do the
destructive and disrespectful act of ripping these begadim.3®

While a kohein is doing the avodah, the bigdei kehunah must be in direct contact with his body,
without anything separating between them. What would you predict are some common cases in which
something might interrupt between his body and his clothes, which a kohein should avoid?
o Foreign particles going up his sleeves, such as hair, dust, or bugs.

Tefillin shel yad.

A wind which poofs out the garment.

His hand (like sticking it under the kesones to scratch).

Long hair going down the back of his neck, into the kesones.

A loose thread.

Certain bandages.*°

% :n"o o'narn 'n 'n wTpEnn "1 "0 0"ann
873" n™

3N X"7 n"mi "2 ' wTmn "1 "0 n"ann .
% X" 910N 190

40'n-y ' wpnn 95 70 0"anna o'

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com




Parshas Zachor
RIDDLES

Amaleik attacked us when we were “ayeif v’yageia.”*' What does “ayeif’ mean?
Tired due to thirst.*?

Which person in Tanach is recorded as fulfilling the mitzvah of “Zachor’?

After Shaul spared Amaleik, Shmuel verbally described what Amaleik had done wrong, and then killed Melech
Agag. This is the goal of the mitzvah of “Zachor’: to arouse our enmity towards Amaleik, so that we remember
to combat them.*

JUST CURIOUS

How often must we remember what Amaleik did to us?
o Constantly.*
e Once every year, or every 2-3 years. One is mevateil the mitzvah if he goes his whole life without
remembering.*
e Once every 12 months, which is how long it takes to forget something.*®

What emotion should one feel when listening to Parshas Zachor?
e Loved: we read Parshas Zachor to appreciate that Hashem hates anyone who distresses us.*’
o Upset: we should recall what they did to us, and remind ourselves of the hatred which we should feel
towards this evil nation.*®

After the nissim of Yetzias Mitzrayim, the nations of the world were scared of us.*® Unfortunately, over
our history, many have attacked us. When did their attitude change?
When Amaleik attacked us and “broke the ice.”°

Amaleik attacked Bnei Yisrael in Refidim®', because, “Rafu Yisrael y’deihem midvrei Torah” — our
hands were weak in Torah.>> How could we be blamed for weakness in Torah, if this happened before
Maamad Har Sinai?

We became weak in our attitude of excited anticipation to RECEIVE the Torah.® Thus, in order to defeat
Amaleik in the times of Purim, we had to renew this excitement by re-accepting the Torah with simcha.>*
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In the haftarah, we read that after Shaul failed to kill Agag, Shmuel informed him that Hashem was very
upset regarding his actions, and would be replacing him with a better king. After hearing this, Shaul
admitted that he had sinned, and asked Shmuel to honor him by walking with him.5® At such an
embarrassing moment, would that tiny bit of honor make things better?

When we experience a moment of failure, the yetzer hara tries to take advantage by telling us to “throw in the
towel” and give up hope. Shaul, aware of this, made a brilliant decision to slow his descent by holding on to
whatever dignity was still available, so he could transition successfully and move on from this event.*®

55 1"0 'R NIy

56 Sw'rnnz N" XN Yo nin'w

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com Page 7




CHAYEINA

\‘/feel'i l)ﬁ A Life of Truth

Shabbos Inspiration . e .. .
/ Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

AN bwan Nl

1112127 1iTN2: When Velvelah turned eighteen, coming from any other family, he would have been a shadchan’s delight..!
He had ni%un u7x! When the suggestions came for Velvelah to marry a daughter of some n2'wj! &N or rabanishe family,
they refused to take him. Although Velveleh was a shining star, they didn’t like the things that revolved around that star.
Velveleh was rich, he came from a prominent family with tremendous 01n'. He was handsome, a beautiful 210 73, and a
great DN T'N7N. However, his three older sisters had strayed very far from the path of nwiTjp, Torah and mitzvos. That
kept these suggestions away. Still, there were many prominent, rich members of the community that would have been
more than happy to take Velvelah for a son-in-law, but here was where Velvelah’s mother, Zelda, came in. She decided
that her son, her precious gem, was deserving of a nadin of no less than 20,000 rubles. Even that would be giving him

away cheap! That made it very hard for Velveleh to get married.

There was a certain Reb Mendel in their town. Mendel wasn’t rich, but he had his parnassa, he sold wine. Reb Mendel
was a serious Min |2. Whenever he had a chance, he would spend long hours in the w110 n'a<. The people liked Mendel.
He had wonderful niTn. He was a pleasant person, and a pleasure to be around. His only daughter, Rivka, was very similar
to her father. She was very smart, always smiling, and she was the epitome of nivax and nw1Tjp. Reb Mendel was very
Min 2'wnn. He really wanted a son-in-law who was a DI T'RYA. His Rivka was getting older and the shadchanim weren’t

knocking too often.

When a shadchan suggested Zalmen Leib’s Velveleh to him, Mendel stopped short. Velveleh was the talk of the town.
Velveleh would be a great shidduch for my daughter, Mendel thought to himself. But then, the shadchan told him how
much money Zelda wanted. It nearly knocked the wind out of him! “Forget it.” Mendel immediately said. 20,000 rubles
was about how much money he made in ten years. The shadchan, however, wouldn’t take no for an answer. “But you
can’t afford to give up Velveleh! There’s only one of him. I’'m telling you, if you don’t take him somebody else will.” Mendel
started getting nervous. He felt something within him. There was like an adrenaline. Something was cooking inside him
that made him say to himself — let me jump into this! After all, it’s for my daughter’s sake, isn’t it worth sacrificing myself?
“Listen here,” said Mendeleh, “I really can’t jump into anything like this. Let me discuss it with my wife and daughter.

Come back in a week.” The shadchan wasn’t going to wait a week. They finally settled on five days.

When Reb Mendeleh discussed the suggestion with his wife and daughter, both of their eyes lit up at the thought of

someone like Velvel. “The problem is,” Mendel continued, “a 20,000 ruble nadan that his mother has placed on his head.”

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #29, Dial-A-Shiur, originally from Licht Shtralen

1 | A Life of Truth



Mendel’s wife stood up and said, “absolutely not. We cannot go into chovos for the rest of our lives.” Rivka just shrugged
and said, “father, | can’t ask you to do that for me.” But the father had different ideas. He asked Rivka to step out and he

and his wife had a serious discussion.

Mendel had a plan. He and his wife had some relatives who were wealthy. He had never asked them for anything until
then. Mendel knew that it would be terribly embarrassing to ask them for money. He would have to travel to other parts
of Hungary to meet with some of them. He was willing to do it for their daughters’ sake. Mendel’s wife did not like the
idea at all. “You’re going to diminish yourself and go to my family and ask them for money?!” She was worried about her
husband. She was worried about the image of the family, and she was really worried about Zelda. However, she respected

her husband’s decision. Maybe her husband was right. Maybe all of this was well worth it for her dear daughter Rivka?

After five days, true to his word, the shadchan returned and received a very positive yes from Mendel, but a little more
hesitant yes from Mendel’s wife. With that accomplished, he proceeded to Reb Zalmen Leib and his rebbetzin. They
discussed and negotiated for a while. Finally, they agreed, but Zelda made something absolutely clear. “If one penny is
missing from the 20,000 rubles there will not be a n@1n!” The shadchan laughed off her concerns. “Reb Mendel is loaded!
You have nothing to worry about,” and he left to give the news to Reb Mendel. After several more days of negotiations
and meetings back and forth, the entire town was invited to the D'~an. This was truly a simcha! Velveleh was engaged to
Rivkaleh. The Rebbe also came. When he read the 0'~am and he came to the part that the father of the N2 promises
twenty-thousand rubles, everyone was able to tell the Rav had some difficulty verbalizing that. He krechtzed, thinking to
himself, “Oy, what is Mendel getting himself into? How is he going to be able to come up with that money?” But they read

the 0'Xam anyhow, and a date was set for the nmnN six months down the road.

Mendel got busy right away raising the money. He announced to his friends that he was going off deep into Hungry
officially to... search for some new type of wine that he was going to sell. He didn’t tell anyone that he was going off to
schnor from his family or perhaps some others as well. When he went to say good bye to the Rav he spelled everything
out clearly. There was even a tear of apprehension on Mendel’s eye, “Rebbe, | made my decision. Now, | am hoping that
I'll be successful,” he said uneasily. The Rebbe assured him that he shares the same hopes with him. “Perhaps,” continued
Mendel, “the Rav can give me some type of a nX7nn, or letter that | can show my family and some other gevirim?” The

Rav said that of course he would do that for him.

Going out to ask his and his wife’s relatives for money was a lot harder than Mendel thought it would be. He was really
embarrassed. They didn’t respond as generously as he had expected. He ended up going from town to town, further and
further away from home, together with the other meshulachim. When he had almost collected the entire sum, a certain
gevir offered to furnish the rest of the sum that Mendeleh needed. He also offered to wire all the money home for
Mendeleh. “I myself would breathe easier knowing that you are traveling without the threat of someone taking the money

away from you!” he said. Mendel naively took him up on his offer and thanked him gratefully.
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A few days after Mendeleh got home he went to the bank expecting the money to be there. It wasn’t. He became very
apprehensive. He assumed that there was just a delay and the money would be coming. He told that to the mechutanim.
Zelda became livid, and she very loudly repeated her demand for the money. Mendeleh ran to the Rav and told him the
whole story. The Rav strongly insisted to Zalmen Leib that the n91n go on as planned. “Everyone knows that Mendel is not
a swindler or a liar. He says the money is coming and it’s just a matter of a couple of days. To push off a nain is a geferlicha
zach! Reb Zalmen Leib,” the Rav continued, “I hold you personally responsible. This is not going to happen, not in this

town!”

The nain went according to plan. It was a chasuna that was clearly made in heaven. The simcha was so great that even
for the moment Zelda put away her misgivings and the entire sheva brachos was a time of pure joy for everybody that

participated.

After the sheva brachos life was exciting. Mendel hoped it would be fantastic, but that was not to be. Mendel felt that he
had made a devastating mistake. Ultimately, it turned out that the gevir was a swindler. When Mendel found out that the
money wasn’t coming, he came home, sat down, and told his wife, “There’s no hope. The man took it and | have no way
of proving it.” Mendel was very concerned about his mechutainister and he looked terribly worried, “She’s going to claim
that I'm a swindler and a liar!” “Let her say it!” his wife cried. “It’s the n2un 7Y |'Tn'a who decides if you’re a swindler and
a liar, not Zelda. Mendel, | want you to relax. You have to have |inv'a that whatever NIn 7112 wiTpn does is good. The
shidduch was D'mwin |n and it was bashert for the shidduch to take place. Look how happy our daughter is! She’s married,
everything is so great and beautiful. The situation with the nadin is going to be our problem. It was bashert we should

have to endure this, and like you said, we’ll endure it for our children.”

B’ezras Hashem we will continue this story. We saw a great lesson in this segment. Although Reb Mendel’s n17TRwn was
going too far, ultimately, everything that happens is from Hashem and is therefore, by definition, good. It’s beautiful to

see his wife’s great example of nMnx.
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Stbos piati y Hi|chos Shabbos

Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

nitiative —

Is it permissible to drain the liquid from a salad with one’s spoon while
eating?

One eating salad may not drain the liquid accumulated in the spoon by placing the
spoon against the bowl, unless some liquid is left inside the spoon. This would also
apply if one wishes to eat vegetables from soup without the liquid. One should
therefore refrain from eating with a slotted spoon in these situations, since all the
juice will inevitably be drained out.

Is it permissible to remove a specific food from a mixture of foods in the
freezer to let it defrost, or a specific drink from a mixture of drinks to be put
into the refrigerator a few hours prior to the meal?

According to many Poskim, this is considered immediately prior to the meal since
the defrosting or refrigerating is part of the meal preparation, and is therefore
permitted. However, this is only permitted to be done within the time frame
necessary for the defrosting or refrigeration to prepare the food or drink to be
ready for the meal. Therefore, one is not permitted to do this at night so that the
food or drink will be ready for the morning meal, or at any time earlier than the
necessary time it would take to defrost or refrigerate.

Note: Food packages or drinks that are distinctly labeled are only considered a
mixture if they are piled one atop another. However, if different foods are wrapped
and not clearly labeled, they are considered a mixture unless they are placed
separately from each other.

Is it permissible to select a food item from a mixture of others of the same
type (for example, selecting the end pieces of cake from a platter filled with
cake)?

Food items that are alike and have the same taste but different appearances, such
as end pieces or pieces cut differently or of different sizes, are not considered
different types and may be sorted, since they are one type of food. However, if
items are the same type of food but the tastes are distinctly different (for example,
whole wheat challah and regular challah), they are considered different types and
may only be sorted by following the conditions that permit Borer. Similarly, a
bunch of apples that contain some rotten apples is considered a mixture of
different types and may only be sorted following the conditions that permit Borer.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one
does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

My son woke up Naw morning after DI with quite a hangover. Can he take Tylenol?

QUESTION 2

After a D19 with lots of wine, | think | need a break from wine. Can | make wWIT'P for NQwW day on
schnapps instead of wine? D'T'ON do it every week!

QUESTION 3

During the NTIVD on Friday night | noticed that one of the paintings hanging in my dining room was a
little tilted, probably from all the NTIVO DD excitement. Can | straighten it? It's making me nervous..

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

With DI coming out on Friday, when is the time | should eat my DI NTIVO in order that we can enjoy
our NJW NTIYO as well?

Answer: The ("-n"¥N) 2"WN writes that N7'NNJ7 one should start their NTIVO before nixN, but he also
makes mention of the D19X T who writes that it is enough to start 3 hours (NINT NIYYW) before nighttime.
If someone didn't start by that time, the ("ININ" '2-0"N1) ND7N AN writes he can still start afterwards
Ty

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

Last time DI came out on Friday, one of my boys was so drunk, that he slept straight through the nTIYD
on Friday Night! What should such a person do when he wakes up Na¥ morning?

Answer: |If someone misses WIT'{7 and the NTIVO on Friday night, he makes a full WITP by day, omitting
"17121", but saying both "[93an M X110" and the second N1 of "...I'MNMIIXNA NYWTP TWKR". He should eat three
separate NITIVO of bread by day.

QUESTION 3

Our DMIB NTIVO is still “k'nocking” and it's almost NaW- the sun is about to set. What's our next move?

Answer: A complicated question. If someone is in the middle of a NTIYVO when Naw begins, they must
immediately stop eating and drinking. All the bread on the table should be covered. Then one should take
a cup of wine and make WIT'P on it, without saying the n272 of [9an 19 NI, since the N>121 was already said
earlier during the meal. There is a NPI?NN whether one needs to make another X'XINN afterwards, and the
(N"-X"Y1) NN Mwn writes that one should not since it is a NI>12 P90. By bentching, the NN mMwn
(I"o-N"¥N) writes that one should say nx, but not D'0N V.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn 7'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

The Attitude of Gratitude
Part 11

Recap: Hillel, a Tunisian Jew, took in Achmed, a
young Muslim orphan who had nowhere else to
go, and raised him for six years until he was
eighteen. Achmed was very successful later in life
and became mayor of the city of Kairouan. He
also became a bitter anti-Semite. In a plot to harm
his former benefactor, he invited Hillel to
Kairouan so that he could thank him properly,

and took him to see the old Jewish cemetery.

Hillel stepped down from the carriage, his knees
trembling in anticipation as Achmed unlocked the
tall stone fence. The gate swung open, and the

cemetery lay open before him. He walked inside,

his eyes drinking in the gravestones. Here was
where so many geonim and tzaddikim were
buried! He could hardly believe that he wasn’t
dreaming. He began walking through the
cemetery, scanning the inscriptions on the grave

markers for the kivrei tzaddikim.

Achmed tagged along beside him, apparently
curious. He wore a strange expression on his face
that Hillel couldn’t exactly interpret. Suddenly,
the Muslim stopped walking. “Cursed Jew!” he
snarled, spitting at Hillel’s face.

Hillel abruptly stopped walking and wiped his
face, staring at Achmed in shock. It was the last
thing he’d been expecting.

But Achmed wasn’t done. “Cursed Jew!” he
roared again, pulling out a sharp blade. “You
think I brought you here to thank you? I brought
you here to kill you! You deserve nothing short of
death, and even a quick, easy death with this knife
is not enough for you!”

Hillel’s face turned white, realizing that the letter
and Achmed’s friendliness had been nothing but
a honeyed trap. He stared at the gleaming blade in

horror, his legs frozen to the ground.

“I can kill you this second, but I’'m not going to
do that,” Achmed said, grinning wickedly.
“Instead, I will lock you into this cemetery, where
you will eventually starve to death. You can start
digging your grave if you’d like! This is where

your life ends.”

Hillel wanted to run, but he found that he could

not move. Besides, there was nowhere to run to.



Achmed had already slammed the stone door shut
and was turning the key in the lock, his evil laugh
echoing across the empty field. He was stuck,

trapped inside the cemetery.

As soon as he regained control of his limbs, he
began to walk around the perimeter of the
cemetery, searching the stone fence for a way out.
But there was nothing. Not a tree that he could
climb to reach the top of the fence, not a stone
sticking out from the wall that he could use to pull
himself up. There was no rope or wood to make a

ladder. Nothing but a cemetery full of graves.

Suddenly, Hillel remembered just why he’d
decided to take Achmed up on his invitation. It
wasn’t to see the Arab he’d raised in his home,
but to visit kivrei tzaddikim. He was trapped in
the cemetery, but he was together with so many
holy sages. This newfound thought gave him
energy and optimism, and he continued searching

for their resting places.

Soon, he found them. All three tzaddikim — Reb
Nissim Gaon, Reb Chushiel Gaon, and Rabbeinu
Chananel—were all buried near each other.
Removing his shoes out of respect for the
venerated Torah giants, he threw himself at their
graves and began to weep. “Ribbono Shel Olam!
I risked my life to come here only for the purpose
of davening by the kivrei tzaddikim. Please, in the
merit of these tzaddikim, save me!” For the next
few hours, he prayed intensely at the three

kevarim.

When it started to get dark, and he decided to
make a last-ditch effort to find a way out of the

cemetery before he would be forced to stay there
for the night. He walked to the heavy stone door
and tried to push it open. To his immense surprise,

the door gave. It wasn’t locked!

Hillel realized that Hashem had performed a great
miracle for him. Tears pooled in his eyes as he
thanked and blessed Hashem from the depths of
his heart for saving his life. Then his legs began
to move, on instinct, carrying him away from the

cemetery as fast as they could.

He was still dressed as a Muslim, so it wasn’t
dangerous for him to be seen in Kairouan by those
who didn’t know him, but he was terrified of
bumping into Achmed. Avoiding the main streets,
he hitched the first ride he could find out of the
city.

He spent the entire journey home in perpetual fear
of Achmed. There was no way of knowing
whether the hate-crazed mayor had realized that
his victim had escaped, and Hillel worried that he
was on his trail. Instead of traveling directly
home, he took a winded, roundabout route, where
he would be safer. Eventually, he arrived in his
hometown, still shaking with fear, and recounted

the entire story to his family.

Soon, the incredible story began making its
rounds throughout the city. Everyone was talking
about the miracle that Hillel had experienced, and
the tale soon reached the ears of the city’s rav, a
holy tzaddik named Rav Yehoshua Bistritz. When
the rav heard the story, he called for Hillel,
wanting to hear a first-hand account of the story

with his own ears. He was amazed by the miracle



that Hashem had performed in the merit of the

tremendous tzaddikim buried in Kairouan.

One thing bothered Rav Yehoshua tremendously
about the story, and that was Achmed’s complete
lack of hakaras hatov. Not only did he not
appreciate everything that Hillel had done for
him, he had actually tried to stab his benefactor in
the back. This attitude was something that he
could not just let rest. He decided to take things to
the next level, to teach Achmed a public lesson so
that everyone who would hear about Achmed’s
abominable behavior could learn how not to

behave.

Rav Yehoshua Bistritz was a well-respected rav,
renowned throughout Tunisia. He knew that the
ruler of Tunisia, a Muslim that treated the Jews
fairly, would hear him out if he came to him with
the story. “Hillel, I want you to come with me to
the ruler,” he said. “We will tell him the story, and
hopefully he will be able to help us.”

Together, the rav and the simple Jew traveled to
the capital city to meet with the ruler. As
expected, the ruler was glad to meet the famed
rabbi of the Jews, and he received them
graciously. Hearing the story, he, too, found it
difficult to digest the terrible low that Achmed
had reached, to turn against his own benefactor in

such a despicable way.

“And he’s the mayor of Kairouan no less,” the
ruler mused angrily. “He’s supposed to be a role
model for his subjects, not the epitome of evil.
Thank you for this information. I will take care of

it. And don’t worry; I will do it in a way that will

not reflect negatively on your community. I don’t
want to instigate a riot against the Jews.”

The ruler then called for two of his soldiers. “I
want you to go to Kairouan, to the home of the
mayor, and bring him here,” he said. “But he
shouldn’t ride in a comfortable carriage. Tie his
body, using iron chains, to the tail of a horse, and
drag him through the streets. However, be
mindful that he doesn’t die on the journey here,

since I want to speak to him.”

The soldiers did as commanded and made their
way to the city of Kairouan. When they reached
Achmed’s home and handed him the summons,
he was quite agreeable at first. “I’ll just get my
slaves and my carriage ready,” he told the
soldiers. “I’ll come to see him right away.”

“I’m sorry, but we are under orders to do things a
different way,” one of the soldiers said
apologetically. Both of the military men were
extremely tall and robust, and before Achmed
could protest, they lifted him off the ground and
carried him to the waiting horse.

“Stop, what are you doing to me?!” Achmed
yelled furiously as they bound his body to the tail
of the horse using stiff iron chains. “I’'m the
mayor of the city! I’ll have you killed for this!”

“These were our orders from the ruler,” the
soldiers reminded him, not paying attention to his
threats. They tied his head, his hands, and his feet,
wrapping the cord around him and the horse
multiple times to ensure they were tied together
securely. Then the soldiers jumped onto the

wagon and began to drive the horses.



While the capital city was not far from Kairouan,
the journey took a long time, since the horse had
to go slow enough to avoid killing Achmed, who
was being dragged along the entire time. By the
time they reached the capital, the disgraced mayor
was raw and bleeding from the many stones that
had scraped his body along the way.

When he was finally brought before the ruler, he
could no longer stand on his own two feet and had

to be carried in by the soldiers.

The ruler glanced at him briefly, not appreciating
the sight of the broken and bruised man. “How are

you, mayor?”

“Your Excellency,” Achmed croaked. “Is there a
mistake? If this was your will, then I bear the pain
gladly, but I can’t think of anything I may have
done that would justify this kind of punishment.”

“Perhaps I can help you jog your memory,” the
ruler offered. He whispered something to his
servant, who hastily left the room. Moments later,
Hillel and Rav Yehoshua Bistritz appeared in the

rooml.

Achmed was in so much pain that he didn’t even
try to identify the two Jews. “I don’t understand,”
he said weakly.

“Don’t you recognize this man?” the ruler asked,
placing a hand on Hillel’s shoulder.

Now the mayor’s face turned an ugly shade of red
before the blood drained, rendering him
completely colorless. His eyes nearly popped out
of their sockets as he realized that it was none

other than Hillel, his benefactor, the man who was

supposed to have died months earlier. With
startling clarity, he understood that not only had
Hillel escaped, but he had related the story to the
ruler.

Achmed closed his eyes. He was well familiar
with the Muslim torture methods, and he knew
that this was soon to be his fate. His body was
already weakened from the considerable loss of
blood, and just the thought of being tortured was
too much for him to handle. From the fear alone,

his heart gave and he died.

The ruler was not satisfied with Achmed’s death,
however. He wanted to do more, to thank Hillel
for his actions and to rectify the pain Achmed had
caused. “From now on, Jews will be allowed to
enter the city of Kairouan, so that they can pray at
the cemetery where their holy rabbis are buried,”
he declared, flicking his finger at a scribe to

commit the new edict to paper.

The rav and Hillel thanked him emotionally. This
was indeed a huge favor for the Jewish

community.

“Not only that,” the ruler added, “but I will
personally establish a new Jewish quarter in
Kairouan, so that Jews can move back to the city
where they used to reside for so many decades.
Under my protection, you will be able to

reestablish yourselves there.”

Later, when Hillel and the rav returned to their
city, the rav stood up one day after davening to
address the crowd. “It says, maishiv ra tachas tov,
lo tavush ra b’bayso. If someone returns evil

instead of good, evil will never leave his home.



This is something in life that we can never forget.
While a gentile might backstab the person who
helped him when he needed help most, a Jew has
an attitude of gratitude. Our hakaras hatov toward
those who assist us and provide good for us is
inborn, and it is this attitude of gratitude that

enables us to properly thank and serve Hashem.”

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
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Aharon will carry the names of the people of Yisrael in the Choshen Hamishpat on

his heart when he enters the holy place, as a constant remembrance before Hashem.
(Shemos 28:29)

Our parshah speaks about the holy and splendid

qualities of a perfected human being who serves his
garments that the Kohen Gadol wore when he  Creator. In fact, all Jews are called “kobanim,”as it says:

performed his service in Beis Hamikdash. These WiTP YN D3 Nabnn Ob pin ooN) -

You shall be for Me a kingdom of kohanim

and a holy nation.!

special articles of clothing have rich symbolism.
They teach us profound lessons about the nature of

the human soul.

, , We can thus learn from the Bigdei Kehunah a
A person’s clothing naturally tells about who he _
) ) i . , lot of important lessons about ourselves and our
is. For instance, if he dresses like a talmid chacham, i -
o avodah. Let’s look at a couple points.
we can assume that Torah learning is probably the

main thing in his life. By contrast, a person who
just hangs out and engages in empty pleasures will

probably dress in a way that reflects this.

What about the garments a koben wears when he
serves Hashem in Beis Hamikdash? They reflect the

There are two places where the names of the

Twelve Tribes were engraved on the garments of

the Kohen Gadol. And both places teach us really

1 Shemos 19:6.



amazing ideas.

The Torah says that the names of the Children of
Yisrael were engraved on the Choshen Hamishpat.
And Aharon carried these names on his heart when
he served in Beis Hamikdash. This shows that every
individual can carry the entire Jewish people on his

heart. He does this by loving and caring for all of
Am Yisrael.

And also on the shoulder straps of the Eifod, the

names of all Bnei Yisrael were engraved:

DIPYY NN DIV 12K SNV NX NNRY)
X7 012 nNinW — You shall take two
shoham stones and engrave upon them the

names of the people of Yisrael.?

So we see that a person can also carry the whole
Jewish people on his shoulders. He does this by
holding up all of 4m Yisrael through his greatness
in Torah. This is what the giants of our people did.
About Rashi it is said that without him, the Torah
would have been forgotten by the Jewish people.
Also the Rif, the Rambam and the Gedolim of every
generation carried the whole Jewish people in their

hearts and on their shoulders.

But there is a difference. The names of the people
of Yisrael as carried on the heart were engraved on
twelve separate stones, one stone for the name of
each tribe. Whereas the names carried on Aharon’s
shoulders were grouped together on only two
stones, six names on each stone. What does this

teach us?

When we bring spiritual benefit to the public

2 Ibid 28:9.

by teaching them Torah and yiras Shamayim, this
generally relates to the public as a whole. It includes
all the individuals together. But when it comes to
loving our fellow Jew, it is not suflicient to just love
the Jewish nation. We need to love each person

individually, as he is.

This latter point is brought out by the twelve
individual stones on the Choshen Mishpat. Each
represented one of the Twelve Tribes. And each of
the Tribes was considered in many aspects to be a
people on its own.? Just as the different nations in
the world have significantly different qualities and
characteristics, which engenders hatred and war
between them, so the Twelve Tribes of the Jewish
people had different natures, which led to fights

and conflicts between the Tribes.

Hashem commanded for each tribe to have its
own unique holy stone. Each tribe was represented
on the Choshen by a different kind of gem or
precious stone, each with its own color and
characteristics. And the Koben Gadol bore all the
stones together on his heart because one must love
each individual Jew, as he is, with his own unique
nature, with the practices that characterize his
community and the minhagim he inherited from
his family and ancestors, with all the differences
that exist between various Jewish communities and

places of origin.

And then, when we love our fellow Jew in this
way, all of Am Yisrael will be remembered before
Hashem, and Heaven will open to bestow a flood

of blessings upon us, forever. ®

3 See Bereishis 35:12 and Rashi’s commentary ad loc.
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Pleasing Fragrance

(T, Mnw) .0oND NYVP IR PYY PVPM

Aharon shall burn incense of fragrant spices upon it. (Shemos 30:7)

The Ketores of Beis Hamikdash had a special
segulah of bringing wealth to he who offered it.
Because it says 79x32 17107 1w — “They shall place
incense in Your nostrils,”! and right afterward it says
o1 i 712 — “May Hashem bless his wealth.”

When the daily lotteries were held in Beis
Hamikdash to decide which kobanim would do what,
only those kohanim who never got to offer Ketores
were allowed to participate in that particular lottery.
This way, every kohen would get an opportunity to
do this special avodah at least once in his life, as it

carried a special segulah for wealth.
But why did the Kezores have this special power?

The following allegory brings out the point.
Let’s say someone goes into a jewelry shop to buy
an expensive gold watch as a gift. After he pays, the
salesperson packs up the watch in a fancy box and
wraps it with nice wrapping paper. The customer
asks, “How much do I need to pay for the nice
packaging?” The salesperson says, “You don’t need
to pay. The packaging is for free” And before the
customer leaves the store, the salesperson gives him
another few fancy boxes and whatnot so he will have

them at home in case he might need them.

There was bystander in the store who saw the
generous salesperson giving out fancy packaging for
free. He goes up to the counter and asks for a few of
those fancy boxes for himself. The salesperson says,

“Sure, no problem, but they cost $15 each.”

The bystander says, “But wait a minute, you just

gave that other guy for free. Why do I have to pay

1 Devarim 33:1.
2 Ibid v.2

full price?”

The salesperson says, “Well, you know, he just
bought a really expensive item, and paid a high price
for it. That’s why he gets the packaging for free. But
you want only the boxes, so you need to pay what

they cost.”

That’s how it is with avodas Hashem. Wealth is
really just a shiny external packaging, compared to
earnest and excited avodas Hashem that comes from

within.

However, there are two kinds of avodah. There is
the main avodah, which is tulfilling mitzvos with all
of one’s limbs and organs, and that is represented by
the service performed on the Mizbeach Hachitzon,
the “external” Altar, on which burnt offerings
were placed. And then there is the avodah that is
performed with zest and excitement within one’s
own heart. This is represented by the Mizbeach
Hapenimi, the “inner” Altar, on which the incense

was burned.

If a person’s service of Hashem is only external,
it is hard for him to merit wealth through this. He
would be fortunate if it is enough for him and his
family just to merit a modest parnassab and to stay
healthy. Such a person needs to really exert himself
in zefilos and bakashos to merit wealth as well.

A person who offers Ketores is different. It
represents a fine inner avodah that brings before
Hakadosh Baruch Hu the pleasing fragrance of truly
heartfelt feelings. This is such a precious “item” that
it naturally comes along with nice “packaging”;
Hashem blesses him with wealth. It’s not because
he “deserves” the fancy package, because for an
expensive piece of jewelry, the pretty box is free, and

you get more to go. ®
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Utterly Opposite

On Purim, we fulfill four mitzvos: we read the
Megillah, we send food to friends, we give money
to the poor and we hold a festive banquet. Let’s

understand what makes these mitzvos tick.

It is emphasized on Purim that X1 TN -
everything turned around to the opposite. This is a

key point, and Yizzchak Avinu illustrates it.

Rivkah first saw Yitzchak when he went out to
the field towards evening time,' and Rivkah was
astounded by his appearance.” What was Yitzchak
doing out in the field, and what was so astounding

about his appearance?

The common explanation is that he went out to
the field to pray the Minchah prayer. But there is
another Midyash that says Yitzchak went for a walk
in Gan Eden. And when Rivkah lifted up her eyes,
she saw him come out of Gan Eden.®> Why did she
lean downwards from the camel on which she was
riding? Because when people come out of Gan Eden,
their feet are up and their heads are down.* Thus she

leaned downward to see him from the right angle.

We are not going into here what took place
between Yitzchak and Rivkah, but the point is that
Yitzchak exemplified X171 7197121, everything turned
around to the opposite, because this is how a person
exits Gan Eden. His feet are up and his head is down,
the opposite of the regular position. Yitzchak’s
very name alludes to this point. His name means
“laughter.” When we understand what makes people

laugh, we will see that his name is quite appropriate.

1 Bereishis 24:63.

2 Rashi on Bereishis 24:64, citing the Midrash.
3 See Yalkut Shimoni, Bereishis 109.

4 See Midrash Tanchuma, Emor 2.

% Divinely Natural

R. Akiva Laughs
R. Akiva was known to laugh.

Rabban Gamliel and R. Elazar ben
Azaria and R. Yehoshua and R. Akiva
entered the city of Rome and heard the
sound of its multitudes from Potlialus to

a distance of 120 mil. They started crying,
but R. Akiva laughed.

They said to him, “Akiva, we are crying
and you are laughing?!”

He answered, “And as for you, why are
you crying?”

They replied, “Why shouldn’t we cry?
The non-Jews serve idolatry... and dwell
in security, peace and tranquility. And the
[Temple, the] footstool of our G-d was
burned by fire and became a den for wild
animals. Shouldn’t we cry?”

He said to them, “This is why I am
laughing. If this is how well those who
anger Hashem are treated, surely it will be

so with those who do His Will.”

Later on, the same Midyash tells another story
about R. Akiva laughing.

Another time, they were ascending to
Yerushalayim. When they got to Tzofim
[from where they could see the ruins of
Yerushalayim) they tore their clothes. Then
they got to Har Habayis and saw a fox going
out of the place of the Kodesh Kodoshim,
and started crying. But R. Akiva laughed.

They said to him, “Akiva, you always
surprise us. We are crying, and you are

laughing?!”

5 Midrash Eichah Rabbasi 5:18.



He answered, “And as for you, why are

you crying?”

They replied, “Why shouldn’t we cry?
This is the place about which it written 91m
nny 2997 - “The stranger who draws close
shall be put to death.” And a fox is coming
out of it, fulfilling the verse x 971 Yy
12 1991 DYVIw onww — “For Mount Zion
which is desolate; foxes walk about on it.”

He said to them, “That is why I am
laughing...”

R. Akiva explains to them that a fox coming out
of the place of the Kodesh Kodoshim is actually a
consoling sight. The Midrash concludes by saying:

They said to him as follows: “Akiva, you
have consoled us. May you be consoled by
greeting the harbinger [of the Geulah].”

Similarly, when R. Eliezer fell ill, everyone present

cried, and R. Akiva laughed.®

These are three occasions on which R. Akiva is
noted to have laughed. Why is behind R. Akiva’s
laughter?

Two Takes on Natural Events

The focal point of Purim, and the inner essence
of all the holidays and in fact the entire Torah, is the
relationship between Hakadosh Baruch Hu and the
Jewish people. But there is a significant barrier to
this relationship. It is nature.

Here’s a simple example that demonstrates the
point. In front of every person’s nostrils there is a
great gift. It is called air. Without air, a person would
die. So why aren’t people all excited about this gift?
Why aren’t we all yelling, “Thank you, Hashem, tor

air!!”

6 Ibid.
7 Ibid.
8 Sanhedrin 101a.

It’s because everyone has air, not just you and me.
Hashem gives air to the entire world, and along with
everyone else, we, too, get air. It’s natural. It’s the same
when a person discovers in the morning that he has
bread in his home. He doesn’t feel that it is such a special
gift, because everyone else has bread, too. It’s natural.

It’s like someone entering a home and seeing a
platter full of cookies on the table. There are two
ways to relate to the platter of cookies. Maybe the
host put out twenty cookies for twenty people, and
the guest who just came in is one of them. But it
could also be that the host put out a special cookie
for this guest, and he added a lot of other cookies
around it, so the guest won’t feel uncomfortable.

It’s exactly the same way when a person breathes
air. Hakadosh Baruch Hu created a portion of air
special for him, but He has a reason for wanting to
hide the powerfulness of His chesed, so He adds a
few hundred billion more portions of air around it.
However, a person should know that this chesed of
air was done specially for him.

Here’s another example. A person goes into the
corner grocery and buys a carton of milk. How does
he relate to this carton of milk? He probably thinks
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu put 500 cartons of milk
into the store for all the people who live in the area,
and he happens to be one of them. But the truth is
that Hakadosh Baruch Hu lovingly put a carton of
milk in the store specifically for his family. Since we
live in a world of darkness, Hakadosh Baruch Hu hid
this act of kindness in the dark, by putting another
499 cartons of milk around it, so no one will notice

what’s going on.

This is what Purim is all about. On Purim, we
discover the truth about reality. We realize that we
need to turn upside down our whole way of looking
at natural events. X111 7197, If the person in the
corner grocery thought until now that there are 500
cartons of milk lying there, on Purim he realizes that
it’s not so. He should think, “There is one carton
of milk here, which Hakadosh Baruch Hu lovingly

prepared just for me.”
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A Megillah Reveals

Purim has four mitzves, and we will explain them
one by one. The first mitzvah is reading the Megillah.
The word 71971 comes from the word 71%an, which
means “revealing.”

All the holidays teach us what Yiddishkeit is, what
mitzvos are, and we rise above nature. But Purim is
completely different. Purim teaches us about nature.
It reveals to us what nature really is, that inherent
in every natural event, in every instance of nature,
there is the power of our relationship of love with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This is the focal point of the
whole story recounted in the Megillah.

For instance, the beginning of the Megillah tells
us YIW3A YR IMIYn XoD Yy YAMWIR TR0 nawd
71727 — “When King Achashveirosh ascended his
royal throne that was in Shushan the capital.” Why did
Achashveirosh decide to set up his throne in Shushan,
when all previous kings ruled the empire from Bavel?
Because he wanted to sit on the throne of Shlomo
Hamelech, but he knew that if he tries to climb up on
the throne, he will be smitten by the animals.

So Achashveirosh decided to build for himself
a throne similar to Shlomo’s. He sent an order to
the craftsmen in Persia to build him such a throne,
which they did. But it was so heavy that they could
not transport it to Bavel. So Achashveirosh got up
and moved the capital of the empire to Shushan,
instead of Bavel, and it was all so he could sit on this
special throne. ™

What was behind all this? Why did Hakadosh
Baruch Hu cause this to transpire? Because
Mordechai lived in Shushan. Even when we have just
started reading the Megillah, and we hear the words
MoYn XED Yy, we already know that the whole
world revolves around Mordechai Hatzaddik. This is

9 Esther 1:2.
10 See Esther Rabbah 1:12.
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why the Megillah is called Megillah. It reveals, 173n,

the true nature of reality.

No Names

This is the reason that no name of Hashem is
mentioned anywhere in the Megillah. Because if
Hashem’s Name would be written openly, this would
represent leaving the natural world and entering the
sphere of the supernatural. Which would be what
Pesach is all about. But Purim reveals to us that
everything that takes place naturally in this dark
world is the peak of Hashem'’s love for us. X171 19711
whatever you observe in the natural world is really
the greatest Divine love.

We all have our “feet down.” Where do we think
human beings come from? The earth. And where
do we aspire to? Heaven. But Yitzchak was set in
the opposite position. Rivkah saw him leaving Gan
Eden, as stated in the above-mentioned Midrash,
with his feet up and his head down. He came from
Heaven and his goal was to find Hakadosh Baruch
Hu here in this natural world.

This is why Yitzchak is named after laughter,
tzechok. He laughs, so to speak, at how most people
look at the world. Because everyone thinks the
opposite, but Yitzchak knows that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is here, in every breath a person takes. And when
things turn out to be the opposite of how they
appear, it elicits laughter.

This is how we should look at the natural world
and the natural events that take place in it. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu wanted to hide Himself, so He gave air
to another 500 people around each individual. But
the truth is that each individual should feel that the
gift is intended for him. 5570 wn anwa %3 Y
71-> — “For each and every breath, praise Hashem'! o

10 be continued next week.

11 Bereishis Rabbah 14:9.
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