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The Shine of Shabbos
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The Baal Haturim explains that Parshas Vayakhel begins with Shabbos Kodesh directly following the end of Parshas Ki Sisa
which discusses the 119 71X 0 that Mosher Rabbeinu had after receiving the luchos. The reason is based on the Medrash
that says that on Shabbos a person’s face shines brighter than the rest of the week.

Throughout the generations, there have been many gedolim whose enter tzuras hapanim changed on Shabbos. Talmidim
of the Alter of Kelm, of ?? related that the Alter was a weak person and the entire week he looked pale and drawn, but
come Shabbos, his face shone bright and he was almost unrecognizable as the same person!

Shabbos is Yomah D’nishmasah. It is a day when we have a neshamah yeseirah and on Shabbos, a Yid has the ability to
derive chiyus not from gashmiyus, but from ruchniyos. When Moshe came down from Har Sinai, he had spent forty days
and nights learning Torah without eating or drinking. His chiyus came from Torah, not gashmiyus. He was living a spiritual
existence and that spiritual light shone through. On Shabbos a person has a greater ability to feel the oneg of ruchniyus
because on Shabbos, our sustenance comes from the spiritual, not the physical. That is why naw 2w 01a |n'p nnIT 'R
D'M'N INYY.

Maros Hatzovos
(N,N7 20p1) :TVIN 20K NN INLY TWX NNIXD NNINL NYWND 132 NIRENYND 120 DX Ry
The kiyor was fashioned out of the copper the women used for their mirrors. Why was it made specifically from that?

The Netziv explains based on the Gemara in Brachos, Nw1Tn 2 1022 "IANNA |'IT 'RN] 0O'wA. A women'’s merit is the fact
that she enables her husband and children to grow in Torah and avodah. The purpose of the kiyor is the same. It is the
metaher, which enables Kohanim to enter the Bais Hamikdosh to do their avodah. That is the role of women. The ability of
a Kohein to enter the Mikdash and serve Hashem is only as much as he can receive taharah from the kiyor, and a man’s
ability to grow in his avodas Hashem also requires the chizuk and support of the wife and mother in the home.

The Netziv adds that the kiyor wasn’t only necessary for avodah. When Moshe Rabbeinu entered the Mishkan to speak to
Hashem, even though he didn’t need to wear bigdei kehunah, he still had to be metaher himself with the kiyor. The kiyor
was a hechsher not only for avodah, but also for Torah. This is why Klal Yisroel in the Midbar were zocheh to the Be’er
Mayim in the zechus of Miriam. The Be’er was also a mikvah and it is the women who are machshir Klal Yisroel to grow in
their limud haTorah.
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Tamei or Tahor?
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Chazal tell us that Parah Adumabh is considered a chok because it is D'NNDN NN XNLNI DMINDN NN XNLN. Becoming spritzed
with the ashes of the Parah Adumah makes someone who is tamei meis tahor, while at the same time, the Kohein who
spritzes the person who became Tamei Meis becomes tamei. It is such a deep concept that even Shlomo Hamelech, the
chacham mikol adam said “nanxn' m pny pny”, and even he could not grasp a full understanding.

The baalei musar say that while Parah Adumabh is a chok and we definitely can’t attempt to fully understand it, there is a
mussar haskil we can take from it, and that is that there is a concept of D'8nbN NN XNLNI DNINLN DX 1NLN. Every person is
different and what may be tahor for one individual, may actually be tamei for a second. For example, the Chofetz Chaim
writes that to say that a baal habayis who spends his day working learns a three-hour daily seder can be a compliment, while
saying about a Kollel yungerman that he learns only three hours a day is a disgrace and is lashon hara.

This applies to so many areas in life. A person can look around him and think that if so many people are doing one thing, why
can’t |. For example, if they allow a certain level of technology exposure, or they go to certain places on vacation, then why
do | have to be different. But that’s not necessarily true. It depends on your specific level. On their level it may be necessary
and tahor, relative to those with even a lower standard. But on your level it may be a metamei.
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Baking Matzos with Rav Yisroel Salanter

When Rav Yisroel Salanter’s students had to bake matzos for Pesach, they asked their Rebbe in which areas should they be
particularly scrupulous. After all, there are so many details that must be paid attention to when baking matzos, so they
wanted to know what to focus on. They thought that he would tell them something that had to do with the laws of chametz.
However, he surprised them and told them something else. He said that the woman in the bakery who kneads the dough
is a widow, and it is very important to be very careful with her feelings. Make sure not to rush her, criticize her, or make
her feel bad in any way. That is the most important thing that you could do, to make sure that your matzos are kosher.

Mechiras Chametz at Night

Following the passing of their mother on the twelfth of Nissan, R' Volvi Gluck and R' Chaim Lazer Gluck, residents of
Gateshead, England, flew to Eretz Yisrael for their mother's burial. Because their return flight was delayed, they didn't
return home to Gateshead until after 11 p.m. on the night of bedikas chametz.

As their taxi pulled up to the Gluck home, the brothers were surprised to see someone standing at their door so late at
night. The surprise turned to shock when they realized that the person was none other than the Gateshead Rav, Rav Betzalel
Rakow, himself.

As they exited the vehicle, Rav Rakow approached them, holding up a piece of paper.
"R' Chaim Lazer," the Rav said simply, "you didn't sell your chametz yet!"

Leil Bedikas Chametz is a very hectic and stressful time for most people, especially a busy Rav. Yet Rav Rakow had the
presence of mind to note that the late-returning Gluck brothers, tired and weary from their trip, and preoccupied with the
petirah of their mother, hadn't taken care of mechiras chametz. And so he made it his business to be at their door, waiting
for their arrival.

It’s Always Possible to Daven

During World War Two, the Biale Rebbe, Harav Yechiel Yehoshua, zt”/ was exiled to a prison camp in Siberia. It was
incredibly difficult to observe the mitzvos under camp conditions, but somehow the Rebbe managed. One year, in
preparation for Pesach, the Rebbe and some other Jewish prisoners began squirreling away a supply of potatoes to help
them survive the week of Yom Tov, during which they would not be eating bread.

But what about matzos for the seder? It was impossible to obtain flour. Flour was so scarce during wartime that the
authorities allotted only a small amount of bread for each prisoner. There was certainly no flour left over for matzos. But it
was always possible to daven, and that the Biale Rebbe did with all his might.
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Incredibly, the machinery at the prison camp bakery broke down. Instead of distributing bread to the prisoners, the
supervisors began distributing a daily ration of flour. The Jewish prisoners set aside part of their ration every day in order
to save some flour for baking matzos. One of the prisoners carved rolling pins out of wood. The others kashered an oven.

Since the men were busy working all day, the women were in charge of kneading, rolling out and baking the matzos. The
prisoner’s joy knew no bounds when they managed to bake enough matzos for everyone. True, the matzos were a far cry
from shemurah matzos, but they were definitely kosher for a time of emergency.

Just before Yom Tov, a package arrived from Baranowitz. The Biale Rebbe’s sister the Rebbetzin of Koidanov, a”h, had
sent shemurah matzos for the seder!

Redeeming Jews for Pesach

One year right before Pesach, Rav Eliyahu Chaim Meisel of Lodz made a great effort to arrange for twelve thousand Jewish
soldiers who were camped in the area to be granted leave so that they, too, could celebrate the Yom Tov. On Erev Pesach,
Reb Eliyahu Chaim was given the good news that ten thousand men had been released! However, that meant that when
Yom Tov would begin there would still be two thousand Jewish soldiers who would not be sitting at a seder table.

Reb Eliyahu Chaim was heartbroken. He decided then and there that until these soldiers were released he would not even
enter his house!While others were spending the last few remaining hours of the day in preparation, Reb Eliyahu Chaim was
busy rushing from place to place determined to find out where the general was stationed so he could petition for the
remaining soldiers' release.

The sun had already set when he at last discovered where the general was located. But the precious information was of no
use. The general's headquarters were in an army camp that was entirely closed off to outsiders. No man could enter it
without the necessary papers.

Reb Eliyahu Chaim asked one of the respected men of the city to accompany him to the army camp. When they arrived,
they saw that the camp was entirely surrounded by a high fence. "I have no choice," Reb Eliyahu Chaim said. And much to
the surprise of his companion, Reb Eliyahu Chaim climbed the fence and jumped over to the other side.

No sooner had he landed on the ground than a guard came running toward him. The guard was shocked to see a Jew
dressed in his Yom Tov best standing in front of him. Reb Eliyahu Chaim told the guard why he had come, and the guard ran
off to tell the general the strange story.

The general asked for Reb Eliyahu Chaim to be brought to him. "How is it," the general asked, "that you had the courage to
dare to enter this place?"

Reb Eliyahu Chaim could not contain his emotions. He began to cry and pour out his heart to the general. "How could |
rest," he cried, "when on this night there are two thousand Jewish soldiers who have not yet been released?"
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The general was touched by Reb Eliyahu Chaim's words. Realizing that Reb Eliyahu Chaim had risked his life for his fellow
Jews, the general ordered the immediate release of the remaining Jews.

Upon hearing the good news, Reb Eliyahu Chaim joyfully returned to Lodz. He walked into and began his seder at four
o'clock in the morning!

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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The Saraph of Brisk
Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”| (1818 - 1898)

Yahrtzeit nav "2

Continued from last week...

Rav Yehoshua Leib’s infinite patience manifested itself on many occasions when he helped clarify his brilliant Torah
thoughts to those who were not so well versed. At his Motzei Shabbos Chumash shiur, his audience usually included two
or three simple folk. Whenever they posed what they considered to be a difficult question he would treat it with all
seriousness and answer it to their satisfaction. A Romanian shoemaker often came to him with “scholarly problems,”
which others treated with mockery and disdain. Rav Yehoshua Leib addressed the “problems” with due respect, ever
careful not to embarrass the shoemaker.

Rav Yehoshua Leib delivered a daily four-hour Gemara shiur to an elite group of young talmidei chachomim. Throughout
the summer of 1878, they covered no more than three pages of Gemara. A single phrase in a Tosafos once occupied them
for three consecutive days, and a single daf, forty days. Seeing that his talmidim felt confident that they knew
the daf thoroughly, Rav Yehoshua Leib said to them, “It is a mistake to think that we fully comprehend this daf of
Gemara. We are like young children groping about with our limited intellects. But... to dwell any longer on this daf is
impossible, for what will happen to the rest of the Torah? We should bear in mind, however, that we are still far from
even understanding the simple meaning. Who are we? What are we?” Rav Yehoshua Leib then proceeded to expound
upon that one daf of Gemara with simplicity and clarity, brilliantly integrating the true explanations and nuances.

He preferred to remain out of the limelight, living in a simple two-room dwelling. He followed the example of the Vilna
Gaon in everything he did, always acting discreetly and modestly. He refused to benefit from others, never accepted a
gift, and owned very few seforim. He never left money in his possession from one week to another; anything left over was

r
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Our Gedolim

distributed to tzedakah. Rav Yehoshua Leib invested considerable effort in hiding his true spiritual stature from his
contemporaries. Once, when he changed his dwelling place, Rav Yehoshua Leib accompanied the porter who was carrying
the two boxes of his writings. He followed the porter all the way, at each step reminding him to be careful not to change
the order of the boxes. The porter could not understand the Rav’s anxiety and asked, “And what would be so terrible if |
did change the order of the boxes?” Rav Yehoshua Leib explained, “The upper box contains my father’s chiddushim, the
lower one mine. It is not fitting for my writings to be on top of my father’s!”

Though he was extremely self-effacing with regard to his own person, he reacted vehemently to the slightest affront to
another talmid chochom. While serving as Rav of Lomza the chazzan of nearby Stuchin raised his hand against the av beis
din. Rav Yehoshua Leib demanded that the man be removed at once. When asked by someone from a different city to
rule upon a certain question, Rav Yehoshua Leib refused out of respect for the local rav. In Yerushalayim, he usually
referred questions brought to him to Rav Shmuel Salant, Rav of the city. Even when a question arose in his own home, he
would send for Rav Shmuel’s opinion. He would insist that people add “Rav” when referring to the great Malbim.

Every pain that afflicted a talmid chochom affected him directly. One morning, Rav Yehoshua Leib learned that the home
of the very elderly Maggid of Vilkomir, who had moved to Yerushalayim in his later years, had been burglarized and his
clock was stolen. Rav Yehoshua Leib told his wife to find out what kind of clock it was and to buy an exact replica so that
it could be replaced before the Maggid learned of the loss. He explained, “Any anxiety or grief for a man of the Maggid’s
age (he was then more than 100 years old) might shorten his life and must be prevented at all costs.”

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

DNPN NwIa

1. Where in the yown were there flowers?
a. In which other instance in the N7 n are flowers mentioned?"

2. When in this week’s nw19 is jewelry mentioned?
a. List two instances in last week’s nwn9 that jewelry is mentioned.
b. List four other instances in the NN that jewelry is mentioned. 2

3. What other major event happened on the day of “>np»” that is not
mentioned in this week’s nw9?

4. Where do we see the importance of the N7 of Mt in this week’s nw9a?

5. Which two items in the 711 9NN had the same letters in their names just
scrambled? Bonus: Can you name a third item with the same letters?

6. 1 am known by more than one name,
About my size there is a npyonn,’
From my mo5n a lesson in XX 777 is learned,
| cannot save a YNw> who is NN 27N,
Upon me was a placed a warning to those who are not o»n>.*
| am mentioned in this week’s nwMo.
Who am I?

7. We were first mentioned in mowx93,’
Two of us were famously used for the N3N >3,
But in truth three of us were used.
We are mentioned in this week’s nwA9.
Who are we?

Need a hint?

Y In mp nwne

% Onein mMw »n onein now»N, one in X\p»N and one in MLn.
* About my hight

* At a later date

> In nomn




Answers

1. Onthe nyn.
a. After nap’s rebellion, y30N's stick was placed in the Ty 5N and it sprouted flowers.
(0,1) NP NV,
(In the ©pwnn 9v¥’s dream it mentions blossoming (*,1) "NN5Y NN195 XNy, however it
doesn’t mention a flower. DNTYT are sometimes mistakenly translated as flowers but
they are actually a form herb or spice.)

2. Theyidden donated their jewelry to the yown.

a. 1)Yidden gave jewelry for the Y.
2) After the Sayn non, the Yidden didn’t put on their jewelry (7,35 by 1y NN LN INY XY

b. 1) myHN gave jewelry to npan.
2) After apy> leaves with his family from o5v, he travels to SN na. Before going to 12
9N, he tells his family to get rid of all their jewelry from 5w that might have been used
for 1y. The DA says (7,n9) 7O TWNR DTN 1) 1) N DI JHON,
3) nyna gives 90 a a0t a7 and a nyav.
4) After 10 nnnon the yidden donated jewelry to the yown. (3,85 movnN)

3. Ynp» was the day after 195 0y (9N 71 w7 7y). This was also the day that y9m gave his NNy
to nwn to appoint judges. (M ,nN> I NWIS Y 1Y)

4. The oow) lost out because they didn’t donate right away.

5. 195 -n519. Bonus: an9d- the flowers on the NN

6. |am known by more than one name, - TN ,N2WN ,NYINY JNNN NN
About my size there is a nPYINN, - Either 3 mN or 10 nNK high
From me a lesson in Y9 794 is learned, - (3,2) Yy Ty NN KXY (07w points out: if
stones one must be careful not to be nyan then y'p a person)
| cannot save a YN9¥?» who is 15 2»n. - (17,X2) TN MNP N2 DYN
Upon me was placed a warning
to those who are not o205, - The mnnn from Ny NP
Who am I? - N¥NN N2

7. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

| contain ten, -
I am from those that are called "vmp”,
Aside from my primary purposes -

| was used to foil another’s plans, - The M3 of the o¥opw foiled yn’s plans
A remembrance for me is made. - 1 am read about and given nin yova
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I? - DpYn NN

,AIRY Y1 12 PR PYY NTHIAR — INHY IRINY
Y"1 1090 TOROR 12 TIT PNNY ,NTY APy’ TIT DA 0D 1971 ,5"T DNYAR 12 DIRY 1YY
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mINY mMnarn Hr©
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Pischei Parsha — Vayakhel

Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

During the long Shabbos afternoons of the summer months, many communities offer special shiurim
and learning programs. Who was the first to initiate such a program?

Hashem told Moshe to gather Bnei Yisrael' and teach them Torah, so that later generations would learn to
gather on Shabbos to learn Torah publically.?

On which date did Moshe gather Bnei Yisrael to tell them to build the mishkan, and what other famous
event occurred that day?

Moshe gathered them on the day after Yom Kippur.® On this same day, Moshe sat and judged disputes among
Bnei Yisrael, and Yisro advised him to adjust his judicial system.*

At the beginning of Parshas Vayekhel, Moshe lists all the parts of the mishkan by name.® How many
mishkan items can you name by heart?

The lower yerios and the golden hooks which held them together

The upper yerios izim and the copper hooks which held them together

The covering(s) made from the hides of eilim and techashim

The mishkan beams and their rings

The berichim poles

The paroches, masach of the mishkan, curtains of the chatzeir, masach of the chatzeir, and the beams
which supported them

The silver adanim and copper adanim

The aron, its poles, and the kapores

The shulchan, its poles, and its keilim

The menorah and its keilim

The mizbach haketores and its poles

The mizbach haolah, its poles, its ramp, and its keilim

The kiyor and its base

The pegs and ropes which held down the curtains of the chatzeir

The bigdei haserad which housed the keilim while traveling

Why does Moshe list all the keilim here? Don’t we already know them from Parshas Terumah?
WE know them, because those parshios describe what Moshe was told, but Bnei Yisrael were hearing about it
now for the first time.

Who was the FIRST person to contribute to the construction of the mishkan?
Yaakov Avinu “donated” the Atzei Shittim, by planting them in Mitzrayim so they would be available for the
mishkan when the time came.®

The women of Bnei Yisrael had reflective mirrors. From what material were they made?
These mirrors, which were fashioned into the kiyor, were made out of copper.’

How old was Betzalel when he built the mishkan?
13.8
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JUST CURIOUS

Why did Moshe judge Bnei Yisrael AND command them about the mishkan in the same day’? Wasn’t
he likely to compromise the quality of these projects by trying to squeeze so much into one day?
¢ He had no choice: he had to adjudicate monetary disputes to ensure that all donations to the mishkan

would come from rightfully acquired funds.®
In order for all of Bnei Yisrael to unite in the project of constructing the mishkan, we needed to have
absolute shalom. The ideal time for this was right after Yom Kippur, when we achieve achdus, and the
ideal setting was Maamad Har Sinai, where we experienced an atypical degree of “k’ish echad b’lev
echad.”"" Capitalizing on this ideal combination, Moshe rushed to settle any monetary disputes, thus
fully achieving the necessary peace.'?

Moshe gathered all of Bnei Yisrael to discuss the mishkan. Why not just gather the building
committee?

He gave ?3basic description of what the project entailed, so that everyone would appreciate the necessity of
donating.

After Moshe described what was needed for the mishkan, Bnei Yisrael rushed away “milifnei Moshe,”
“from in front of Moshe,” BEFORE they were “dismissed.”’* How could they do that?

e They understood that he wanted them to go donate as soon as he finished speaking.

e They were so excited, that they left before they were allowed to.

e They were worried that Moshe would donate everything before they had a chance to contribute.'

Betzalel suggested to Moshe, “If we make the keilim before we make the outer structure of the
mishkan, we will have nowhere to put the keilim. Rather, let’s make the outer structure first.”'® Hold on!
Even when the components of the outer structure were completed, they sat UNASSEMBLED, along
with the keilim, from Chanukah time'” until Rosh Chodesh Nissan!'® So why does it matter which
components were MADE first? They could make them in any order, and just make sure to ASSEMBLE
the structure first!

e Although the mishkan wasn’t assembled right away, Betzalel attached the sections of the yerios
immediately'®, and draped these curtains over poles, forming a makeshift “tent” to temporarily house
the keilim with respect and privacy, until it was time to assemble the mishkan.?

When it was time to assemble the mishkan, they anointed its parts in the order of their construction. If
they would make the keilim first, they would later have to anoint them first, and at THAT POINT they
would be stuck with nowhere to put them.?’

How big was the kiyor supposed to be?
It had no predetermined size; rather, when constructing it, they used all the maros which the women donated.??
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After repeating the details of the mishkan multiple times, the Torah summarizes, “Betzalel did
everything Hashem told to Moshe.”” Why not JUST write that simple summary, without repeating the
details?

Hashem loves the mishkan so much that He wrote about it in the Torah over and over again!?*

IN YOUR OPINION

When are people more likely to quarrel — on Shabbos or during the week?

Because we are very busy during the week, but have more free time on Shabbos, the Torah warns, “Lo
S'va’aru eish b’chol moshvoseichem b’yom HaShabbos” — don't let the “fire” of machlokes sneak its way into
your more relaxed, unstructured, Shabbos conversations.

What'’s the MOST dangerous thing in the world?

Having an opportunity to do a mitzvah, and letting it slip away.?® The Torah praises Bnei Yisrael for running to
build the mishkan right away, not because a delay would have jeopardized their Rosh Chodesh Nissan
deadline — after all, they finished the construction months early — but rather, delaying a mitzvah-project is
inherently bad.?’

Imagine that one day the Rov’s car breaks. You suddenly FEEL like you know how to fix it, but you’ve
never studied cars, nor worked as a mechanic. Would you approach him and volunteer to take apart
the engine?

When it came time to build the mishkan, Hashem filled members of Bnei Yisrael with the necessary wisdom
and skill to complete this special project. These people suddenly felt like they had the requisite talents, and had
the courage to approach Moshe to volunteer!?®

Look around at successful people. If you had to identify one thing that they have in common, what
would it be?

The people who stepped forward to build the mishkan were those who were, “Nesao libo” — ambitious in
Avodas Hashem, and willing to volunteer.®° In fact, the “common denominator” among successful people is
that they push themselves to undertake projects, often leaving their comfort zones. Our lack of success stems
primarily from a lack of drive.*

129

If you had a special skill that no one else was able to immitate, would you teach it to others? Why or
why not?

Hashem miraculously gave Betzalel many unique talents, and also gave him the ability “/ehoros” — to teach
others. On the other hand, during the time of Bayis Sheini, there were certain families who knew a secret way
to make the lechem hapanim, the kefores, and certain ways to sing shira, but since they refused to teach

others, they are forever remembered negatively®*.%
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The artisans of the mishkan reported that Bnei Yisrael were donating too much, so Moshe told them to
stop.>* Who is complimented by this event?

¢ Bnei Yisrael, for donating so much.

e The artisans, for their honesty.

e Moshe, for declining to collect any more money than necessary.*

Have you ever begun a project for one reason, and found that during the execution of the project your
motivations changed?

Often, someone starts a project I'sheim Shamayim, but after becoming involved in the day-to-day details of
carrying it out, he becomes distracted by ulterior motives and self-interests. Regarding donations to the
mishkan, the Torah repeats the term “nedavah,” stressing that Bnei Yisrael donated to this project with a
genuine desire to fulfill the will of Hashem, from beginning to end.*

Throughout the ages, our gedolim and talmidei chachamim have possessed sterling middos. Is this
just a coincidence?

The luchos were placed in the aron. Likewise, we must build an exceedingly dignified and beautiful aron
kodesh to hold a Sefer Torah.*” Similarly, in order for the Torah to feel “comfortable” inside a person, such that
he can bsgcome a talmid chacham, he must make himself into a fitting “aron kodesh” by perfecting his

middos.

Parshas Parah

From the time we got the mitzvah of Parah Adumah, until the second Bais Hamikdash was destroyed,
how many paros adumos did we have?
9: Moshe processed the first, Ezra the second, and there were 7 from Ezra until the churban. The 10" will be
processed by Mashiach, hopefully soon.*

If a Parah Adumah has 2 hairs which have red roots, but are black on top - is it acceptable?

The parah's “redness” is determined by the red roots, and we cut off the black tops.*

One who becomes tamei meis by coming in contact with a dead body can only become tahor by having
the ashes of a Parah Adumah sprinkled on him. Although this process makes him become tahor, the
Kohanim who process the Parah Adumah become tamei from doing so.*' Does this mean that there will
always be someone tamei in Bnei Yisrael?

No — in order for those Kohanim to become tahor, they don’'t need a Parah Adumah, so they don’t need
anyong else to become tamei. Rather, if they go into a mikvah, and then wait until sundown, they become
tahor.
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If sorting or peeling was done in a permissible manner, including the
condition of doing so immediately prior to the meal in which it will be used, is
it permissible to change one’s mind from using or eating the item?

Since the sorting or peeling were only permitted for immediate use, it is preferable
that one should not change one’s mind about using or eating the item. However, if
some of the sorted or peeled food is eaten during the meal for which it was all
intended, then the extras that did not get eaten may be left over.

Is it permissible to return a pile of books to their proper places?

Books that are next to each other and are clearly titled are not considered a mixture
since they are not small items. However, when a number of books are piled atop of
each other, the pile is considered a mixture. Therefore, one should not return books
that are piled to their proper places.

Is it permissible to select and remove a specific sefer from a pile of seforim?

If the sefer is for immediate use, it is permissible to do so. However, if the sefer will
not be used immediately, it is prohibited. Additionally, if the desired book is beneath
other books on the pile, one may remove the unwanted books on top to reach the
desired book immediately prior to use.

Is it permissible to arrange Tehillim Mechulak in its proper sequence after
use?

It is not permissible to arrange Tehillim Mechulak in its proper sequence after use.

Is it permissible to sort a pile of seating cards, either in alphabetical or table
seating order?

It is only permissible to do so within the time frame necessary for the upcoming
meal preparation.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| served a meat board by the nTIVD, and | want to put it away by packaging the different meats in
separate bags. Is there a M2 issue?

QUESTION 2

There is a big pile of bM%0 on My table and | want to use one that is closer to the bottom. Can | take the
top ones off to get to the bottom one?

QUESTION 3

| have a mess of different pieces from different games mixed together. Can | randomly take things out
of the pile and put them back in their correct places?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| always put the Nn7h on the table before my wife lights the nin), but | forgot to this week. Can | move
the table on NaW? The table was set with plates and silverware when she lit.

Answer: Many people put the n'7n on the table before lighting the NN in order that the table doesn’t
become a D'D2 to the NN). Since the N7N is a critical part of NQW NTIVD, it is considered more 2IWN than the
flame (the N¥pIn object of the M), and the table is considered a A1n'n 1277 0'0Q. There are those who hold
that this only works with the N'7n, since it is the most necessary part of the nTIVD. They feel that other foods
or dishes that will be used for the NTIYO can’t outweigh the nia'wn of the 7). However, the words of the
(N™-1T"Y7) NN MWN are "NAW IX'? DT W NNDD", which implies any items used for the NnTIVvo would
help. One can therefore be lenient if they forgot to put the N7n on the table, but had other items there.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM




...J21V N2WT NN

1IVNN IXN

TN 277V N'7N] YNNG

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS +OR THE ENTIRIEE FANIILY

IINTNFT Y7 INN "V 11 - 27V 17N AT 1A

continued....

QUESTION 2

I'm expecting a lot of company by the day meal and want to be able to move the Leichter when the
candles go out Friday night. Can | put the n7n on the Leichter tray in order to allow me to move the tray
with the Leichter in it?

Answer: While putting n7h on the table can make the table a "' 1277 0'D], putting N?N on a Leichter
tray does not help the status of the tray. The ("-0”y1) N1IN2 NWN writes that a Leichter (or it's tray) will
become a D'D] to what it is made for- the M, not any other items that are with it, even if they are more
valuable.

QUESTION 3

If the above idea of the N'7n in the tray doesn’t work, can | ask one of the waiters that | hired to move the
Leichter off the table?

Answer: Generally, one may not ask a 'Ia to do something 1ION, even if only an 227N MI0O'X (unless there is a
great need). However, the (')-1"V1) X"N0 writes that one may ask a I to move a M), even if it is still lit, if one is
moving it to use the light elsewhere, or to use the area that the M is occupying. Since a T'X is allowed to
move it himself through Txn |0 71070 when it is for his benefit, he may ask a 'lx to move it directly.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Would you sell your Olam Haba
for a million dollars?

LEVEL 3 = LESSON 1 = OLAM HABA FOR A RUBLE = 83



HE RIDVAZ, RAV YAAKOV DOVID VILOFSKY, WAS THE RAV OF THE
town of Slutzk. He was a man who utilized every single moment of his time and

was careful not to let his concentration in learning waiver for even a fraction of a
second. Therefore, whenever he found himself out of the beis midrash—even just for the
short walk home—he made sure to always be surrounded by students who would talk
to him about various Talmudic subjects. This ensured that his mind was continuously
occupied with Torah.

The ritual shochet and butcher in Slutzk was a man named R’ Yisrael. While not a
particularly learned man, he was the quintessential' ‘simple’ Jew of yore; a man who
lived with pure faith and divided his days between earning an honest living, davening,
and attending a daily shiur. Since he worked with animals, often a messy and dirty

! quintessential: representing the most perfect or typical example of a quality or class

E_‘ LEVEL 3 = LESSON 1 = OLAM HABA FOR A RUBLE = 85 .



~ occupation, he had multiple sets of clothing to ensure that he would always be
able to appear before his Creator to daven in clean clothes.

Each morning, he would awaken at dawn and don a fresh shirt, hurrying to
the first Shacharis minyan in town. After toiling all day in his butcher shop,
slaughtering, kashering, skinning, and selling cuts of meat, R” Yisrael would scrub
up and change his clothes so that he was dressed pristinely for Minchah. Once he
closed up shop for Minchah, his butchery would remain closed for the remainder
of the day, since he utilized the time after Minchah to attend a shiur, after which
he would daven Ma’ariv.

Thursday was the only day he would reopen his shop after Ma’ariv. Being that
it was Erev Shabbos, there was a much greater demand for chicken and meat. R’
Yisrael would stand on his feet serving his customers until very late Thursday
night. He would finally close a mere few hours before dawn and hurry home to
catch a few winks before Friday dawned.

There was a doctor in Slutzk, a non-religious Jew with a university education,
who charged a fortune for his healing services. Dr. Abramovitch was a haughty
man who scorned? Slutzk’s population of frum Jews, who were sincere in their
avodas Hashem.

One Thursday afternoon, Dr. Abramovitch was walking down the cobblestone
main avenue when he passed the kosher butchery. There was a small crowd of
shoppers reluctantly exiting the shop at the behest?® of the butcher. Ignoring their
protests, R’ Yisrael continued sending everybody out. “Minchah, Minchah!” he
called from behind his bushy beard, waving his arms to shoo them away. He
pulled his short frame up carefully on tiptoes and began to pull down the iron
gates that would lock the shop. To the disappointed hum of shoppers, he called,
“Yidden, I'll be back after Ma’ariv! Have a good day!”

Dr. Abramovitch observed the scene, amused. His back erect as always, he
held out his hand to the butcher as if to stop him from locking up. “Wait a minute
here,” he said importantly, the scorn evident in his voice. “What exactly is going

2 scorned: scorn: to feel or express contempt

3 behest: a person’s orders or commands




¥ on here? You can’t just close your store in the middle of the afternoon. There’s a

whole crowd of people here who need to buy things.”

R’ Yisrael sniffed, unimpressed by the doctor’s standoffish* performance.
“Excuse me,” he huffed. “I'm also a person with needs, and I need to daven
Minchah and Maariv. I'll reopen later for the customers who still need to make
a purchase.

The doctor snorted. “Come on, Minchah? Ma’ariv? That’s what this whole fuss
is about? It's not like you're not doing anything right now. You're in the middle
of business! You can’t just pick up and run off for Minchah!”

“Excuse me, Mr. Doctor,” R’ Yisrael retorted®, already halfway down the street
on his way home to change his clothing. He stuffed his hands into the stained
pockets of his overalls and pulled himself up to his full, though not very tall,
height. “Business is not everything. It’s not like I'll be here forever. Minchah and
Ma’ariv and my shiur in between—those are investments for the future, for my
Olam Haba. I'll be back to serve you after Ma’ariv if you need. Good afternoon!”

Dr. Abramovitch strode after him, his lips twitching in amusement. “Oh, please,
do you really believe in Olam Haba? Ask any educated person; it’s clear that once
a person dies, that’s it. There’s nothing more.”

R’ Yisrael turned around, his face flaming. “You really don’t believe in Olam
Haba?”

“l absolutely do not,” the doctor replied, smirking. “But since you seem to be
taking it very seriously, how about we make a deal? I'll sell you my Olam Haba
for the sum of one ruble. I'll be a ruble richer, and you’ll get more Olam Haba!”

“Olam Haba is worth a whole lot more than just one ruble,” R’ Yisrael said
uncomfortably, not wanting to take advantage of the doctor’s ignorance. “It’s
worth more than a million rubles! Olam Haba is priceless.”

4 standoffish: distant and cold mannered; unfriendly
> retorted: retort: to answer a remark or accusation with a sharp, angry, or
witty reply




The doctor rolled his eyes. “Alright, then, I'm e |
DID you kNOW?

offering you the bargain of the century. Are you in?”

“I'm in,” R’ Yisrael responded, pulling out his
worn wallet. A single ruble for the doctor’s portion ~ Every country has its own
of Olam Haba was truly a good deal. He handed  currency, which is the type
Dr. Abramovitch the ruble, who pocketed it. The of money that is accepted

two men shook hands. when people want to buy
things.
“You have my Olam Haba,” the doctor said
jubilantly®, certain that he’d received a ruble for free. A ruble is Russian

currency, and is worth a
little more than a penny
today. In 2024, each US
dollar could be exchanged
for 91.13 Russian rubles.

R’ Yisrael, equally certain that he had received
the bargain, waved to the doctor before hurrying
home to replace his stained clothing with something
more presentable for tefillah. Standing in shul in
his fresh clothing, he opened his siddur and began
davening, promptly forgetting about the bizarre’

Here are some of the

exchange. . :
& currencies used in other

A few years passed. One morning, R’ Yisrael was countries:

in his shop, trying to create some semblance of order Uihited. States: DoMeR

Europe: Euro

The early morning was quiet. The shop was locked, Great Britain: Pound
and he hummed quietly as he cleaned his equipment Canada: Loonie

and set up the glass meat display. Suddenly, there =~ Switzerland: Franc

was sharp knocking on the door. Annoyed, he Japan: Yen
Mexico: Peso

Israel: Shekel
China: Yuan

before the first customers would arrive for the day.

fished out his pocket watch and glanced at it. As
he had thought, it was too early for customers. He
continued straightening up the display, ignoring the
knocking; for the next half hour, he was still closed.

The knocking persisted, and he soon realized that whoever was banging on
his door was also crying. It was a woman’s voice, and the tears were evident in
her voice as she pleaded, “Please, open up! Open up!”

¢ jubilantly: with great happiness, in a way that shows success
7 bizarre: very strange or unusual
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Worried, he went to open the door. An unfamiliar woman stood there, tears
streaming down her cheeks. “How can | help you?” he asked in concern.

The woman looked at the floor. “Do you know my husband, the doctor?”

“A doctor?” R’ Yisrael echoed in surprise. Doctors were expensive professionals,
and their services were utilized only by the wealthiest or the most desperate.
“I'm a healthy man. I've never been to a doctor in my life!”

“Are you sure?” the woman asked, her voice tinged with hope. “You don’t
know my husband, Dr. Abramovitch?”

“I'm so sorry, but I don’t,” R’ Yisrael said apologetically, wondering where all
this was leading.

The woman refused to back down. “You never spoke to a doctor, who sold you
his Olam Haba for a ruble, or something like that?”

R’ Yisrael scratched his forehead. “I have no clue what you are talking about!”
he said firmly. “If you'd like, you can buy meat here, but there are no transactions

regarding Olam Haba in this shop.”

The woman began weeping. “My husband, Dr. Abramovitch, passed away
recently. He appeared to me last night in a dream, where he recounted his
horrifying judgment in the Next World. Since he stems from religious parents
and had received a full Torah education, he should have lived a Torah lifestyle.
Instead, he went to Berlin and pursued a medical degree. He kept absolutely no
mitzvos. It was therefore decreed that he would be placed in the deepest bowels
of Gehinnom.

“In my dream, my husband recounted how he had protested,” Mrs. Abramovitch
continued, sniffling into a tissue. “He told the Beis Din Shel Ma’alah that there
was indeed one mitzvah he had done. Often, people approached him for medical
care, yet they could not afford to pay for his services. Countless times, my husband
donated his time and efforts to these unfortunate individuals and treated them
for free. He saved many lives with the medicine and care he dispensed with no
charge. ‘Doesn’t it say in Chazal that one who saves a life saves an entire world?’

LEVEL 3 = LESSON 1 = OLAM HABA FOR A RUBLE = 91
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3 my husband argued. ‘In that case, I've saved many worlds, and | deserve Olam

Haba for that.’

“Upon hearing my husband’s argument, the malachim opened their records
and perused them carefully. They began weighing all the good deeds which
had been committed by Jews whose lives my husband had saved. They looked at
all the generations that came forth from each of these Jews, and the merits my
husband earned began adding up significantly. However, before they could reward
my husband for these countless merits, one malach noted that my husband had
once sold his portion in the World to Come to someone else. ‘We can’t award you
your share, since it is no longer yours,” the malach said. ‘You sold it to R’ Yisrael
the butcher for the price of one ruble.””

The woman swallowed, cleared her throat, and continued with difficulty. “In
my dream, my husband instructed me to give you a ruble and buy back his Olam
Haba immediately. Can we take care of this right now?”

“You're right!” R’ Yisrael cried out, suddenly recalling the irreligious man who
had sold him his portion in Olam Haba one busy Thursday before Minchah. “I
remember your husband! | remember the story. He did sell me his Olam Haba.”

The woman sighed in relief and began opening her purse, but the butcher’s
next words halted her in her tracks.

“I'll be honest with you,” R’ Yisrael said slowly, tugging on his full beard. “I'm
just a simple butcher. | pray three times a day, I learn a little between Minchah and
Ma’ariv, I'm careful that my scale is accurate so I don’t overcharge my customers...

“Other than that, I don’t really have much time to do mitzvos. My Olam Haba
is really not that great. But your husband, well, it seems he had a big portion in
Olam Haba. We made a deal, and now his Olam Haba is mine. I'm sorry, but |
can’t afford to just give it up just like that.”

Hearing his answer, Mrs. Abramovitch’s sobbing renewed. “I don’t know much
about Olam Haba,” she said between her tears. “All | know is that my husband
needs this back. He got special permission to come to me in a dream in order
to beg me to reverse the deal. Without this Olam Haba, he will be thrown into




~ the darkest depths of Gehinnom. Please, have compassion on my poor husband.
Please let me buy his portion back.”

R’ Yisrael shrugged his shoulders and lifted his hands in a manner of helplessness.
“l wish I could help you, but I also need that Olam Haba,” he said gruffly®. “A
deal is a deal. I'm sorry, but the portion in Olam Haba is not for sale.”

Disappointed, distraught, and desperate, Mrs. Abramovitch pondered her
options. She knew little about frum life, and she needed someone to assist her
in helping her husband’s soul. Resolutely, she decided to go to the Rav of Slutzk
to discuss the issue. Her course of action decided, she left the butchery and made
her way towards the main shul.

It was shortly after Shacharis, and the Ridvaz was heading out of shul, surrounded
by his talmidim. As was his custom, he continued learning even as he walked,
his hands gesturing excitedly as he discussed the intricacies of the sugya. Mrs.
Abramovitch, who was waiting patiently a few steps down the road, was suddenly
approached by the Ridvaz’s talmidim, who were clearing the way for him. “Excuse
me,” they called to her. “The Ravis coming. Please move over!”

“l need to speak to the Rav,” she responded, trying to sound confident and
not moving an inch.

“I'm sorry, the Ravis a very busy person. Perhaps you can find someone else
to speak to? Please move over and make way for the Rav.”

“No, no, I really must speak to the Rav,” she tried to explain, but her words
fell on deaf ears. Seeing that it was very unlikely she would get to discuss her
predicament with the Rayv, she burst into tears.

The Ridvaz, in middle of a fierce discussion with his students, noticed a woman
standing in his path, sobbing quietly. He motioned to his talmidim to allow her to
approach. “What happened?” he asked her kindly. Calming down slightly, Mrs.
Abramovitch recounted the entire story, beginning with her husband’s death and
ending with the butcher’s refusal to reverse the sale of his Olam Haba. “I have no
children,” the woman concluded brokenly. “The only thing I have left from my

8 gruffly: in a low, harsh, gravelly voice; hoarsely




3 husband is my memories. Now I'm going to be forced to live with the knowledge

that he is suffering unimaginably in Gehinnom!”

Standing around, it was impossible for the Ridvaz and his talmidim not to feel
sympathy for the pain of the anguished widow. “I think we should make a din
Torah,” the Ridvaz said softly. “There is a dispute between you and another Jew.
Come to the shul tomorrow at three o’clock for a din Torah.”

The grieving woman thanked the Ridvaz and left, feeling slightly hopeful.
Someone was sent to the butcher to notify him of the upcoming din Torah.

In middle of weighing a hunk of meat on the scale, R’ Yisrael’s bushy eyebrows
lifted deep into his brow line. “A din Torah?” he quaked. “Before the Ridvaz?”
He was a simple man, and he had never been to the great Ridvaz before, and
he trembled at the thought of it. However, he knew there was no alternative; he
needed to obey the Rav’s command.

The next afternoon, R’ Yisrael arrived in shul, trying to convey his usual no-
nonsense demeanor®, even as butterflies danced a horah in his stomach. The
shul was crowded with shopkeepers, laborers, and businessmen. Everyone had
heard about the story, and everyone wanted to see for himself what the outcome
would be.

A heated discussion broke out among the assembled. Roughly fifty-percent
of the crowd sided with the doctor’s widow. “How can you be so heartless?”
someone yelled at the butcher as he entered the beis midrash. “Have pity on the
poor neshamah! Take back your ruble and let him have his Olam Haba!”

“Absolutely not!” the other half of the assemblage disagreed. “This is not just
business; this is Olam Haba. This is the real world! Why shouldn’t R” Yisrael enjoy
what is rightfully his?!”

In the middle of the thick commotion, the Ridvaz entered the room accompanied
by two other rabbinical judges. All three wore a tallis and tefillin. The crowd
swiftly fell silent as they stood up respectfully. The din Torah began.

® demeanor: a person’s conduct or behavior; appearance, presence




First, the Ridvaz called upon the widow and asked her to state her grievance.
Trying to control her tears, Mrs. Abramovitch recounted her story for the third
time. She reached its conclusion and the audience fell silent. Her pain was palpable.
The crowd began murmuring, and the Ridvaz quickly called R’ Yisrael up to the
bimah to refute her claim.

“l know | will not live forever,” the butcher began simply. “Soon, I will move
on to the Next World. What do | have in the Next World? Almost nothing! | am
like a pauper there! I spend all my time with chickens and cows. | barely have
any mitzvos to my name! | bought the doctor’s Olam Haba, and now it is mine,
fair and square. | need it! I can’t afford to sell it!”

When he finished speaking, the crowd erupted. People were yelling, people
were accusing. Everybody had some opinion on the case. The Ridvaz held up his
hand for silence and then announced that the dayanim would confer quietly in a
side room and render the judgment half an hour later, but as soon as the Ridvaz
and the dayanim left the main beis midrash, the ruckus™ continued.

The butcher found himself under attack from all sides. A feisty character, he
fielded their spirited retorts with ease, refusing to back down on his stance.
For the next half hour, the decibel level in the beis midrash was such that it was
impossible to hear what anyone else was saying.

The Ridvaz's entrance to the room had an almost magical effect on the crowd.
The noise immediately died down. “During the din Torah we just had, the widow
accused the butcher of refusing to sell back her husband’s Olam Haba. The butcher
insisted they had made a deal, and he was now the rightful owner of the doctor’s
Olam Haba.” The Ridvaz finished this summary, and the crowd waited with bated
breath for the verdict.

The Ridvaz continued, “The beis din has paskened that the original sale of the
Olam Haba was invalid!”

A stir came over the crowd, and the Ridvaz continued. “Imagine someone
worked in the forest for hours each day until he built up his muscles. Imagine if
another individual would request to buy his muscles. He can’t sell his muscles;

% ruckus: a noisy commotion




" they are a part of him! They grew and were strengthened due to his work, and
it is impossible to transfer this to someone else. When a person does a mitzvah,
he is creating muscles,” the Ridvaz explained. “There is no way to transfer those
muscles to another person. They are not sellable.”

Half of the crowd congratulated each other over the Rav’s words. However, he
wasn’t finished speaking. “That fact that the sale is invalid is only the first part
of the psak,” the Ridvaz continued. “The second part of the ruling is that the
doctor lost his Olam Haba.”

“Even though the sale cannot be considered a sale, the fact remains that the
doctor was willing to exchange his Olam Haba for a mere ruble,” the Ridvaz said
quietly, and the crowd fell silent immediately as they strained to hear his words. “By
equating his portion in the World to Come to just one ruble, the doctor disgraced
Olam Haba. To him it was worthless, and therefore, for him it will be worthless.
There is a braisa in Sanhedrin which clearly states that one who doesn’t believe
in Olam Haba will not receive a portion in Olam Haba.”

He gave the assembled just a few minutes to digest this before continuing.
“There is one final clause to the ruling. The entire town has come out to hear
the outcome of this din Torah, and a profound lesson was surely learned by all,
regarding the terrible consequences of belittling or disbelieving in schar v'onesh,

reward and punishment, one of the principles of emunah. The doctor, therefore,
has been the catalyst for a tremendous kiddush Hashem. In the merit of this
incredible kiddush Hashem, the doctor will receive Olam Haba.”

“But honored Rav,” the not-so-simple butcher cried out, “what will be with
me? | was also a catalyst in this kiddush Hashem. 1 also want a cut of the profits
in the Next World.”

Smiling, the Ridvaz blessed R’ Yisrael that he, too, merit an eternal portion in
the World to Come, and both parties of the din Torah left their judgment satisfied.
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i
ONE FRIDAY NIGHT, A TALMID WAS THE TALMID ATTEMPTED TO MUFFLE THE
INVITED TO LEARN WITH R AVROHOM THOUGHTLESS ACTION 8Y KNOCKING ON THE DOOR.

GENICHOVSKY, ZT"L, THE PRESTIGIOUS
TCHEBINER YESHIVA MAGGID SHIUR, IN HIS
HOME. THE BACHUR WAS SO EXCITED, HE

ACCIDENTALLY RANG THE THE DOORBELL.

OH, NO!/ I CAN'T
EVEN HIDE -- HE'S
EXPECTING ME. HOW
EMBARRASSING!

HE KNOCKED AND KNOCKED, 8UT NO FINALLY THE ROSH YESHIVA CAME TO THE DOOR.
ONE ANSWERED THE DOOR.

T APOLOGIZE FOR THE !

WHERE IS THE ROSH DELAY; I WAS RESTING —- T JUST YEPSHIE\\;/A ggJ:EHpEggk/t/\E

YESHIVAP HE KNEW T HEARD YOUR KNOCKING AND THEN RINGING THE DOOLRRELL!
WAS COMING... REMEMBERED THAT I HAD ARRANGED THAT WOULD HAVE BEET\}

TO MEET YOLU... AWKWARD...

THE ROSH YESHIVA AND THE TALMID LEARNED TOGETHER. YEARS LATER, THE TALMID FOUND OUT SOMETHING
LUNUSUAL ABOUT THE TCHEBIN ROSH YESHIVA...

LET ME SHARE A
STORY ABOUT MY FATHER...A
BACHUR ONCE RANG THE B8ELL ON
SHABBOS B8Y MISTAKE. MY FATHER
TOLD US ALL TO 60O UPSTAIRS. HE
ALSO WENT UPSTAIRS, PUT ON HIS
PAJAMAS, AND THEN CAME DOWN
TO OPEN THE DOOR...

YOU ASKED SUCH A
GESHMAKE QUESTION!
I CAN MAKE THIS INTO A
SHIUR...

REBSI, T
JUST SAID ONE
THING AND REB8I IS
MAKING IT INTO A

YOUR QUESTION
OPENS A NEW
MEHALECH... T AM

FOREVER INDEBTED!

WOW! sLcH
i SENSITIVITY IS THE

\ WAY OF A TRUE 6ADOL
B'YISRAEL!

2’ AVROHOM GENICHOVSKY D781 WAS BORN IN DN XN TO R’ ELIYOHU MOSHE AND GITA GENICHOVSKY. HE WAS
VERY CLOSE TO THE D781 ¥ON YNN. AS A YOUNGSTER, HE FIRST LEARNED IN INI¥Y 1IN N2OY), THEN IN -
TIKVEH, AND IN PONEVITZ, AND THEN NPTIA20 N2V, R’ GENICHOVSKY WAS A Uﬁ:m TNYN OF DAYAN YECHEZKEL
ABRAMSKY Y781, WHEN HE WAS IN HIS 20’5, HE MARRIED noIn MNON BQANFELO AFTER HIS MARRIAGE, R’
GENICHOVSKY BECAME CLOSE TO THE STEIPLER GAON 981 AND 2" DOV BERISH WEIDENFELD 918Y (THE TCHEBINER
2. HE RECEIVED NV FROM THE TCHEBINER 17 AND FROM R’ ELYASHIV H7N1. IN 1967, R’ GENICHOVSKY WAS
INVITED TO JOIN TCHEBINER YESHIVA, aPYR 2275 NV, AND 8Y THE DIRECTIVE OF THE TCHEBINER 1)'S NN, WAS
CHOSEN AS A LEADING WY T)HN. HE SERVED IN THE TCHEBINER YESHIVA FOR OVER 4S5 YEARS AND TAUGHT
THOUSANDS OF DYT0Y1N. R GENICHOVSKY WOULD LEARN IN THE N2°¥) ALL WEEK AND WOULD COME HOME ONLY
FOR NaVY. KNOWN FOR HIS TREMENDOUS SENSITIVITY TO HIS FELLOW JEW, R’ GENICHOVSKY WAS AN AMAZING
LEADER IN 8OTH NN AND TON AND ORGANIZED LARGE NPT OPERATIONS, ESPECIALLY BEFORE NDY.
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No Fires on

Shabbos

NaY1 012 D’NAVN Y51 WX 17N XD

Do not kindle fire in all your dwelling places on the Sabbath day. (Shemos 35:3)

Besides ordinary, physical fire, there is another
kind of “fire” that we should not kindle on Shabbos,
and that is the fire of anger, as Chazal say in the
Zobar.

In truth, anger is something to avoid at all times.
Chazal emphasize the evils of anger. They say that
someone who gets angry is considered as if he is
worshipping idols, and all types of Gebinnom take
hold of him." Anger causes greater damage than all
other negative things because an angry person loses
his better judgment and his self-control, and is thus
liable to do every bad thing.

However, there are times when a person needs to
get a little angry. For instance, to offer reproval or to
stand up for the truth. Also at home there are times
when a person needs to get a little heated up in order

1 Nedarim 32a.

to direct the members of the household on the right
path.

In these situations, it is always forbidden for anger
to get the better of him. He should rather do as our
Rabbis teach: the anger should be on his face and
not in his heart. This may be compared to someone
who kindles a fire in order to warm his home. If it is
in the proper amount, it is beneficial, and will not
burn down the house.

Regarding this, our verse informs us that even
“good” anger should not be kindled on Shabbos.
Because Shabbos and Yom Tov are days of rest and
joy. There is no place for anger on them.

Now, a Jew who engages in Torah study has the
aspect of Shabbos kodesh. This is because Shabbos is
the main source of kedushab in the world, and also
Torah study is the source of life; it is the world’s
soul. A person who dedicates his life to Torah study



thus needs to minimize anger as much as possible

and not get heated up even when it seems to be
permitted.

However, things don’t always go the way we
would like, and we can learn from this, too. There
are situations where a person does not succeed in
exercising proper self-control, and anger comes over
him suddenly and against his will. In such a case,
anger should serve as a “red light” for him.

Chazal say:

If a person gets angry, we know that his
sins are greater than his merits, as it says
YWa 27 7nn Yy — “The angry person has

many transgressions?.”

In other words, anger serves a warning sign to a
person that he is in a state of “His sins are greater
than his merits.”

This is a very, very dangerous state to be in. The
Rambam writes:

Every person has merits and sins.
Someone whose merits are greater than his
sins is righteous, and someone whose sins
are greater than his merits is wicked.... A
personwhose sinsare greater than his merits

immediately dies in his wickedness....*

We dont possess enough self-awareness to
correctly judge our spiritual state. Even if a person
sees himself as busily engaged in mirzvos, the
Rambam writes:

Heaven weighs [a person’s deeds] only

2 Mishlei 29:22.
3 Nedarim ad loc.

according to the evaluation of the G-d of
knowledge, and He is the One who knows

how to balance merits against sins.®

However, if a person finds himself getting angry,
the Torah tells us that this is a sure sign that he is in
the dangerous state of “His sins are greater than his
merits,” and his life is in danger!

When this happens, a person needs to quickly
do teshuvah. And not just for the sin of anger itself
but also for his other sins, since he just found out
that his sins are greater than his merits. A person can
thereby get himself out of danger and merit a good
and long life.

While we are on the subject of anger, let’s talk
about an area where anger can really flare up, and
that is between husband and wife.

Love between husband and wife, shalom bayis,
is not a matter of a few minutes. It means good,
congenial and healthy communication in all areas
of life. They do things in full cooperation with each
other, and occasionally discuss problems in the
home, or even some divrei Torah.

Lets see how David HaMelech handled a
situation in which he perceived anger. In his case,
it was Divine anger. There was a scary situation: a
hundred Jews were dying every day from a terrible
plague. Why such a harsh punishment? Why was
Hashem so angry with them?

The answer is clear: the more closeness and
intimacy there is, the more anger there is. And none
is as close as husband and wife. What should one
do in such a situation? Make up, and reestablish the
shalom bayis. Marriage counselors always say that the

4 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Teshuvah 3:1-2. 5 Ibid.
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fact that a couple is angry with each other does not
mean the situation is lost. They can discuss things
and work them out. And the first step is to start
talking again. When there is no communication,
things seem unbearable and nothing can progress.
But when the couple starts speaking to each other
again, the anger subsides.

David HaMelech reasoned that if there is so much
anger, it is a sign that we simply are not speaking to
Hashem. It is asign that there is no shalom bayis. This
is because shalom bayis on its simplest level means
that the couple speaks kindly to each other about all
matters of life. When one gives the other a gift, the

O

other should say a nice thank-you.

So David HaMelech came to the conclusion that
there was no communication between Hashem and
His people. Therefore, he instituted the practice
that a Jew should recite one hundred berachos every
day. In other words, the Jewish People should speak
“nicely” with Hashem.

If you received an apple, say “thank you.” Recite
the berachah of borei pri haetz. If you woke up in the
morning, and thus received once again the faculty
of sight, say “thank you.” Recite the berachah of

pokeiach ivrim. e

Giving without Limits
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The men came with the women. All people of generous hearts brought bracelets,

nose-rings, rings, private ornaments; all kinds of golden ornaments. (Shemos 35:22)

It is so wonderful what the Torah tells us about

the generosity of the Jewish people for the Mishkan.

When the campaign was announced for raising
Mishkan materials, everyone responded right away
and brought the most precious things they had.
They donated gold, silver and copper, as well as
jewels and precious stones of various types. The

women even took off their jewelry and brought it in

for the Mishkan.

The response was so massive that those in charge
of receiving the materials came and told Moshe,
“The people are bringing too much!” Not only did
they already bring more than enough, but they kept
on donating more and more, without stop, until
Moshe needed to make an announcement that

people should please stop donating.

It was like the best possible dream for anyone
who ever tried to raise funds for a shul or yeshivah.
Imagine you are trying to get donations for a mitzvah
cause, and you have to make a public announcement
to please stop donating because there is already too

much money!

And don’t think our forefathers disregarded
money. In the beginning of Parshas Tzav, Rashi
explains that the word 1%, with which the parshab
begins, urges people to do as commanded even when
it costs them money. People were always attached to
their possessions and always felt it hard to part with
them. When Moshe Rabbeinu looked for judges
to appoint over the people, he didn’t have trouble
finding candidates who were wealthy (and who thus
had no need to flatter and favor rich and important
litigants) but he did have a hard time finding ones



who were dispassionate toward their possessions.!

Nevertheless, when it came to building the
Mishkan, the people showed such generosity that
after a single announcement, an unending flood of
money started pouring in. Also the women, who
were quite unwilling to part with their jewelry to
make the Eigel Hazahav, when it came to building
a Mishkan for Hashem they willingly took off their
ornaments and brought them in. The participation
was complete and wondrous, the likes of which we
don’t find elsewhere in the Torah, and we surely

don’t see it happening around us today.

Maybe it was because building the Mishkan was
not a mitzvah like other mitzvos. It says:

00N NdYY WIpn oY ww — They
shall make a sanctuary for Me, and I will
dwell within them.?

The Mishkan caused Hashem to dwell within the
people themselves. The Shechinah came to rest not
just in the Mishkan but within the Jewish people.
This entails love and closeness to Hashem. The light
of the Shechinah’s presence is the true and lasting
life. Its great illumination contains everything good
and pleasant. So when the people heard that they
have the opportunity to build a House in which

1 Rashi, Shemos 18:21
2 Shemos 25:8.

%RSHA TopIC

The vavim of the columns. (Shemos 38:8)

This pasuk speaks of the DTNV M, the pegs
that were on top of the columns in the Mishkan. In
Hebrew, a peg of this type is called a vav because its

shape is similar to that of the letter vav. Early Torah

they will be unified with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, they
simply poured out their gold and silver to attain
this purpose, to the point that they needed to be
stopped.

Also today we have ways in which the Shechinah
comes to rest among us. Chazal say:

Husband and wife, if they behave

meritoriously, the Shechinah is between
them.?

We can see that most of the quarrels in the
home are primarily about financial matters. The
husband might the wife is spending too much, or
the wife might want something that the husband
doesn’t agree to buy. Also with two friends, if they
had a joint financial venture that did not turn out
satisfactorily, they are likely to quarrel. This, too,
causes the Shechinab to depart.

Let us remember our forefathers. Also they feltan
attachment to money and possessions. And despite
this, they poured out money like it was water, in
order for the Shechinah to dwell within them. They
didn’t think twice. They just gave and gave and gave.

Itisworth it for us, too, to give up on alittle money,
and not quarrel about it, so there will be peace in our
home and our surroundings. Then Hakadosh Baruch

Huy will bring His Shechinah to rest among us and
will hurry the Geulah Sheleimab. o

3 Sotah 17a.

The Whole Torah is

Connected

¢ ,n% Mnw) .DTNYI oM

sources thus say that the whole Torah is like the ™
o1y, This is because in the Sefer Torah, almost
all of the columns begin with the letter vav. The

most common letter in the Torah is vav.
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Vav is not just the name of a particular letter.
It also means “and.” So the Torah is full of “ands”
What does this signify?

It is actually a profound point. Unlike other
languages, in which it is not usually correct to begin
a sentence with “and;” the majority of the Torah’s
verses actually begin with the letter vav. It says ,y0”
XN X127, and so forth.

This is because the whole Torah is one long

continuous sequence. It begins with Bereishis, and
goes on in a chain that connects one pasuk to the
next, places brick upon brick, building forward
unbrokenly. The first verse creates the second, the
second creates the third, the third the fourth, from
the very beginning through to the last pasuk of the
Torah. This is why the Torah writes, “And Avraham,”
“And Yitzchak,” “And Yaakov.”

From Avraham came Yitzchak, and from
Yitzchak came Yaakov, all the way down to the
Giving of the Torah and entering Eretz Yisrael. The
entire Torah is built this way.

This stems from the idea that a thing’s end is
tied to its beginning, "% nnNa 1910 Xwa. In every
progressive sequence of connected steps, the end
is tied up with the beginning. It is like a chain in
which each part is interlinked, so the last part in
the chain is linked up with the very first part. This

basic principle enables us to understand many

phenomena.

For instance, a child’s development. Sometimes
we see an eight-year-old child who on the one hand
already understands Gemara, but on the other
hand he plays like a young child. This is because he
takes on each stage of his development a little early.
He takes on the coming stage of growth when the
previous stage is still in him, and this stage doesn’t
leave him until a little later. There is a point in the
middle where the two stages interlink.
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Another example is the fact that the kedushah

of Shabbos spreads out into Erev Shabbos and into
Motzaei Shabbos, thus going beyond its bounds
while still retaining its identity. This is because it is
a chain. It is all one unit. We can see that it is all
part of the same main thing. Otherwise, the stages
would be disconnected from each other, and each
stage would be something on its own. It would not

be kedushas Shabbos.

It is so also with the chain of time reaching
into Yemos Hamashiach. The light of the days of
Mashiach permeates backwards into the end of the
period of Galus. Some claim that this is why we see
the phenomenon of baalei teshuvah in our times.
Someone who thinks about this phenomenon will
realize that it is something that never happened
before. It is so fitting to Yemos Hamashiach! People
who were deep down in the forty-nine gates of zumah
suddenly turn into impressive talmidei chachamim.

On the other hand, also the period of Galus
permeates into Yemos Hamashiach. In other words,
even after Melech Hamashiach will appear and
take control of the world, there will still be terrible
troubles called Milchemes Gog uMagog. Many
nations and leaders will arise together to battle
against Hashemn and His Mashiach, as it says in
Tebilling 2:1-2:

2O P27 T DRI DX WY DY
APWN YY1’ HY T 1701 DM XK 2990

This passage in Tebillim teaches us that we
should not make the mistake of thinking that the
moment Mashiach comes, everyone will understand
that he is Mashiach and will recognize his rulership
and accept Malchus Shamayim, and all the troubles
of Galus will immediately come to an end. It doesn’t
work that way. The wars will go on until the Ge'ulah
Sheleimah comes. o
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